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Hello everyone! I’m Amira (they/
them) and am the
Assistant Editor-in-Chief. I hope
you’ve had a great beginning to second semester. This past month, the news has been
chaotic and anxiety-inducing, from the
invasion of the Capitol to countless more
COVID deaths that disproportionately impact historically marginalized communities.
Taking a break from news for self-care is
valid and necessary to maintain one’s mental health. No one needs to be on top of the
news all of the time, especially when living
through such chaos. Wishing you a great
month, Spartans!
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STUDENT LIFE
COVID-19 FRIENDLY
WAYS TO SPEND
VALENTINE’S DAY WITH
SOMEONE

By Jessica Jiang
Valentine’s Day, normally a fun holiday spent with loved ones, will be
very different this year. With the ongoing pandemic, it is vital that we
follow safety guidelines and do our best to limit contact with others if we
can. So although we might not be able to meet each other, there are plenty of
ways to celebrate Valentine’s Day while social distancing!
Virtual dinner date - This is a great way to simulate a real dinner date during
the pandemic. Set up a meeting through Zoom, Facetime,
or any video call platform you choose, and place your phone or laptop in front of you and your plate of dinner!
To create a more restaurant-like, romantic atmosphere, you can even light candles or set up vases with flowers or
other Valentine’s Day decorations.
Watch a movie together virtually - Many streaming services have already found ways for you to set up watch
parties with others. Teleparty (previously known as Netflix Party), like other group streaming options, require a
Chrome extension that then allows you to create a group to watch shows and movies on Netflix, HBO, Hulu, and
more, with others. Explore some of these options and services to have a movie night with your loved one while
distancing!
Have a music listening session - Spotify’s Group Session feature allows you to invite people to join you in listening to music. Everyone can pick songs they want and control what plays. This is a great way to explore each other’s
music interests and relax - you can even listen to songs that are meaningful to the both of you for a more Valentine’s Day feel!
Go on a walk - A walk is a nice way to spend time with someone while getting a breath of fresh air. The best place
to walk would be a nearby park or trail so you can see some nature as well! This way, you can get in some physical
activity while having a nice conversation. However, you need to make sure that you are both masked and that you
maintain social distancing to respect guidelines and to keep each other and others safe!
Learn to cook together - While you may not be in the same room to cook something together, you could definitely use Zoom or another video chat service to learn a new recipe at the same time! Set up a laptop in your
kitchen and pull out ingredients and instructions. That way, you can talk while the both of you figure out how to
make the dish! Even better, one of you could teach the other how to make a dish that the first person knows but the
second person might not!
Paint or create art - Another activity each of you can do over Zoom, making art can be a fun way to relax or learn
a new hobby if you’re new to it, and it’s even more fun when you can talk to someone about it as you go! You could
even turn this into a game of sorts and have one person imagine what the other is about to draw, and see how
close it is! Any way you choose to spend Valentine’s Day, there are plenty of ways to chat and do fun activities with
someone while socially distancing. Explore the Internet and find something the both of you can enjoy!
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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made because of BSU, such as the
spring break trip when we went to
Virginia, the chili cook off where
we raised over $500, and all the
fun lunch time meetings! BSU has
definitely made a positive impact
on my high school experience. I’ve
gained so many leadership skills, I’ve
worked my way up from member to
By Maggie Di Sanza
vice president to president!
Q: What is your name, grade,
Q: How have your experiences
pronouns, and what is your role
at Memorial been when it comes
in the BSU?
Copper Daniel, senior, she/her/hers,
this school year I
have the honor of
being the president
of the Black Student
Union.
Q: What does
Black History
Month mean to
you?
For me, “Black history month” doesn’t
really mean much
to me. Of course
I definitely celebrate Black history
during the month
of February. But for
me Black history
month is every
to Black History Month, and the
month. To me Black history month
Black Student Union?
is a chance for everyone to honor
Honestly my experiences at Memoand celebrate Black history because
rial when it comes to Black history
Black history is American history
month and haven’t always been so
and there is so much that people
positive. When I was a freshman
don’t know about Black history. I’ve
I remember calling out Memorilearned more Black history on Tik
al on Twitter for not recognizing
Tok than I have in school.
black history month enough. I was
Q: What does the Black Student
like, “ok we have a heart for every
Union mean to you? How has it
student in the school for Valentine’s
impacted your high school expeDay but no one has even mentioned
rience?
Black history month.” Because of
Black Student Union means a lot to
that tweet, I got the attention of the
me! It has always been a safe haven
principal at that time, Mr. Affeldt,
for me!
and the two of us had a brief conMy best high school memories were

BLACK HISTORY MONTH: AN
INTERVIEW
WITH COPPER
DANIEL
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versation about the school celebrating Black history month. He pretty
much told me it would be mentioned in our English classes and the
teachers will be doing something,
but it never happened. I will say as
time progresses Memorial got better
with celebrating and acknowledging
Black history month!
When it comes to my experience
with memorial and the Black Student Union, it also hasn’t always
been so positive.
I’ve heard people
call BSU “the ghetto
club” and like to
make fun of us.
There have been
times where people
just want to be at
the meetings because we have pizza
and sometimes we
would start seeing
a surplus of people
joining a few weeks
before spring break
so they can join us
on the trip. But it
hasn’t all been negative. I feel like BSU
has lots of support
from the administrators. Mr. Hendrickson has always
been a big supporter of the BSU. So
if BSU could get support from the
student body like we do the administration I would be content!
Q: What is the Black Student
Union doing for Black History
Month?
Obviously the Second annual chili
cook off will not be happening this
year. I’m so heavy hearted about that
because the cook off was a big hit
last year and everyone loved it! This
year, everything will be virtual! We
have a “Black History Month Guest
Speaker Series’’ which will be
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every Tuesday during the month of
February at lunchtime. Some of the
speakers include the first African
American Female Police officer in
the Madison Police Department,
a professor at the UW Madison
School of Pharmacy who specializes in diabetes/heart disease in
the Black community and a Dane
County circuit court judge. BSU is
also planning to collaborate with the
other Madison high schools’ BSUs
since it is so difficult to celebrate
Black history month virtually.
Q: How can students support
/ get involved with the BSU’s
Black History Month projects?
The number one thing is to show

up! Come to the “Black History Month Guest Speaker Series”
Zooms! Join us for our various
Zoom events we plan. Everyone is
welcomed!
Q: How can students get involved with the Black Student
Union?
Students can get involved with the
Black Student Union during the
month of February by participating
in the event that we plan to host. I
want to highlight that Black Student
Union isn’t just for black students.
Contrary to popular belief, you do
not have to be black to be in Black
Student Union. If anyone would like
to join or just learn more informa-

tion, they should definitely come to
one of the Zoom meetings. We have
meetings every Friday at lunch! Just
by following the BSU Instagram
account @jmm_bsu students can
potentially get involved.
Q: Is there anything else you
would like to add?
I would like to add that if any black
student feels out of place at Memorial please consider joining BSU.
When I was a freshman I didn’t
really feel like I belonged at Memorial until I joined BSU. BSU gave me
the confidence I needed in order to
become the leader I am today. BSU
truly is a family & I will definitely
miss it next year!

MY FIRST SEMESTER AS A
JMM SENIOR

By Jessica Jiang
Back in March when I was still a junior, I never anticipated that
my world could be so different in just a few days’ time. But here
we are, nearly a year later, in a completely different learning
setting and living under unprecedented circumstances. I did not
expect my senior year to be taught under virtual guidelines,
but while virtual schooling has definitely been a huge shift
to get used to, it has fared well so far thanks to the staff and
teachers who make it possible. From the first time I opened
my Chromebook and logged into Zoom, I knew that learning
remotely would be more difficult than in person. Along the way,
I ran into technical issues, Internet disconnections, bad signals,
and all the joys that come with learning through a screen. But my
teachers were always there to help catch me up - they all were
extremely understanding and eager to answer any questions I had.
They were also very dedicated to making learning as normal and
of as much quality as if we were in person, preparing helpful slideshows and pushing discussion. Although our schooling time was cut
in about half, I never felt that we were running behind or that I was
not learning as much as I would have in in-person school. Much of that time
was made up with individual work outside of class, but any time I ran into troubles or had
inquiries, my teachers would email right back and help. They made virtual school much more enjoyable and easier,
and I appreciate all the teachers and staff for their hard work and dedication to giving us an education throughout
these difficult times. While I definitely had to put in more effort outside of the classroom than I usually would have
simply due to the lessened amount of class meeting time, I think that it has been a valuable learning experience in
organization, scheduling, and planning out my life. I had to take more responsibility in making sure I was caught up
for each class and that I did not leave work to complete at the last minute. I learned to be self-initiative, self-reliant
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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and to keep myself motivated. Blocking out sections of my day dedicated to specific classes, or simply just running
through my week’s assignments and planning out which days I would complete them has been extremely helpful
in keeping me on track. Especially with the stress of balancing college applications and school work, being able to
schedule out my week and having an awareness of my tasks made my life much easier. As I go into second semester, I will definitely be making use of my planner more to keep my activities and schoolwork in order. I have found
that color coding by activity or class, or by priority of task completion, makes my assignments and duties much
clearer to picture. I will try to get a new set of pens as well just to have a fresh start in the second semester! The
school pickup and dropoff system has been successful for me. But the material pickup and dropoff system quickly
solved that issue. I had to make many trips to the Welcome Center, but I was always able to get materials for my
class, whether it be more clay, tools, or glaze, and then work and make my art pieces at home. Then I would drop
off my work back at school and continue the exchange process. I am really grateful for this system because otherwise I would have missed an integral part of taking an art class. But thankfully, I was able to make many pieces,
just as if we were in the art studio! I enjoyed my first semester as a senior. Although it has been very different from
what I expected my senior year to be a year ago, it has nonetheless allowed me to learn and explore during my final
months at JMM.

DDAF UPDATE

By Julianna Baldo
Memorial’s Drama, Debate and Forensics club has
enjoyed a very successful start to the year, is currently
wrapping up some big projects, and is beginning a new
competitive season. On the weekend of January 16-18,
the Memorial debate team competed at the Wisconsin
state debate tournament and successfully advanced
into the final rounds. Alongside the debate season
finishing, Memorial Drama is releasing its first virtual
serial, a play based on classic B-rated horror movies
that actors filmed in November and December of last
year. Finally, as drama and debate wrap up for now,
the Forensics team is preparing for their first virtual
tournament on January 23rd.

MMSD TO START 3RD
QUARTER VIRTUALLY

By Amira Pierotti
On January 8, MMSD announced that all schools
would start 3rd quarter virtually. With COVID cases
high in Dane County and no clear way to safely reopen
schools, MMSD leadership decided to continue to stay
all virtual. The announcement, however, did state that
if “conditions for bringing students back improve, we
will implement” a return-to-school plan that will prioritize the safety and wellbeing of students and staff.
As COVID cases fluctuate rapidly, MMSD does not
have predictions for when such a return might occur.
Check in with the MMSD website or with any of your
teachers to get the latest updates.
8
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SENIOR ADVICE
COLUMN

By Maggie Di Sanza, Amina Waheed, & Jessica Jiang
How can I start second semester off well?
The grades that you received during first semester
should not at all define any sort of limitations for your
second semester, or the rest of your high school career.
You absolutely have the opportunity to possibly improve your grades and your overall G.P.A! As a start,
meet with your teachers - either attend their office
hours or email them to set up a separate meeting time
- and explain why you struggled during the first semester. During this conversation, be upfront and transparent about your work and genuine struggle either with
virtual schooling, technology, or the material itself.
Work out a plan with your teacher about how you
are going to improve during the second semester, and
commit to certain ideas and goals. Additionally, make a
personal game plan for your school work. Assess what
challenges you are experiencing, and think of a way
to tackle them. For instance, if you are having trouble
with time management, think about using your planner
more, and blocking out certain times in your day for
completing assignments and taking breaks. Throughout the semester, check in with your teachers and
instructors for more advice and console. Good luck!
A new semester is the opportunity for a fresh start!
To start off the semester well, you will want to make
sure you have your schedule and classes all planned
out. Double check that you know your second semester schedule - if you have new classes or if your classes
have been rearranged, keep track of your new Zoom
links and class times. If you are joining a different hour
class, check in with your teacher to make sure you
are all caught up in your new class. Even with virtual learning, there could be slight differences in how
classes are set up or paced from hour to hour; clear this
up with your teachers so you are not taken by surprise!
Then once you have your classes figured out, organize
your day to day schedule, including extracurriculars
and any obligations you may have, so that you can
measure out time for homework and study sessions
as well. If you have not used your planner yet, this is a
good time to do so! But the most important thing is to
do what works for you specifically; as long as you find a
way that suits you, you will succeed this semester!
Do my grades from freshman year matter that

GEA UPDATE

By Amira Pierotti & Maggie Di Sanza
The JMM Gender Equity Association has had an
incredibly active December and January! We finished
off our December healthcare unit, covering topics like
discrimination in healthcare settings, menstrual equity,
abortion, adoption, and accessibility to quality medical
care. Sexism and transphobia in healthcare are widespread, from the forced hysterectomies on migrants, to
Trump Administration’s repeal of nondiscrimination
protections for trans patients to the mortality of Black
pregnant people during childbirth. Our club hopes to
understand the injustices of the world so we can be the
best activists posible.
After winter break, the Gender Equity Association
came back strong as we spent the week discussing
current events, the capitol insurrection, and Trump’s
second impeachment. As a club that focuses on equity
and justice, discussing current events is vital to creating
a community of awareness, transparency, and compassion to students and peers who are experiencing the
impacts of such political unrest intensely. As January
continued, we discussed sexualization of women, trans
folks, and historically marginalized people in media and
our culture, the pervasive nature of rape culture and
sexual violence towards marginalized communities,
and LGBTQ+ identities. During the bridge finals week
we decided to take a club break, and watch a new Hulu
series titled Mrs. America, a dramatized version of the
feminist fight for the Equal Rights Amendment during

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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much?
Your grades from freshman year will be included in
your high school GPA, so yes, they do matter somewhat.
If you’ve had a great freshman year, good job and keep
going. However, if freshman year has been particularly
rough for you, online or not, don’t despair. You still have
lots of time to improve your GPA by working harder in the
future. Besides that, when you apply to college and send
your transcript places, know that colleges focus on growth
more than anything. As long as your transcript reflects the
fact that you learned from your mistakes and moved on
to become a better and more responsible student, you will
be completely fine. Some tips for the future: aim high and
try taking more challenging classes and excelling in them.
Bottom line: focus on growth, and don’t beat yourself up
over something that can’t change; turn that energy into
something useful.
Can I still join clubs this late in the year?
If you are interested in joining a club during the second
semester, you most certainly should and can! Some clubs,
like forensics or other teams, may not let you join this late
in the year; but, the vast majority of clubs, like Sword &
Shield, Spartan Youth Service, and the Gender Equity Association, certainly allow you to join at any point in the year.
If you’re interested in joining any club, reach out to the
student leaders or advisor about how you can get involved!
What should I be thinking about in terms of applying
to college if I am a freshman or sophomore?
Firstly, focus on maintaining your grades and doing
well in school. Think about potential colleges you want to
apply to and why. For example, start talking to your parents or family about location, size, cost, what you want to
study, etc. They may have some helpful insight. Reach out
to your counselor as well about this topic. By the end of
your junior year, it is ideal to have a good idea about where
you possibly want to apply to, so create a rough timeline
based on that. If you are a sophomore, you may want to
start planning for the ACT, pSAT, or SAT subject tests
depending on what colleges you plan to apply to. Research
those places’ requirements for details and write them down
to keep everything organized. You definitely don’t have
to commit to anywhere, but it is nice to have a rough idea
of how your college application process will go. However,
remember that there are lots of options available. Keep an
eye out for information that your counselors give out about
college for your grade level. Even if you are doing all of
this, remember that you’re still very young and have most
of high school ahead of you. Focus on the present, and take
it easy.
10

the 1960s and 1970s. We got to watch and discuss
this incredible series, and we highly suggest you
watch it!
For February, we are going to focus more on
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color)
feminisms and how the all American feminist successes were dependent on the incredible work by
BIPOC feminists. For instance, we will be exploring the concept of intersectionality and its origins
in Black feminism. We can’t wait to have more
incredible discussions and projects! If you are interested in joining the Gender Equity Association,
we will be hosting virtual Zoom meetings every
Tuesday and Thursday at 12:00pm CST! If you
would like to join our weekly meetings or have
any questions, please reach out to our Co-Presidents: jmmgenderequity@gmail.com, Maggie Di
Sanza (mgdisanza@madison.k12.wi.us), Melanie
Golden (megolden@madison.k12.wi.us), or Amira
Pierotti (aspierotti@madison.k12.wi.us)! Can’t
wait to see you there!

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NEWS
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

COVID-19 UPDATES

By Maggie Di Sanza
The Novel Coronavirus Pandemic continues to permeate our everyday lives and while in some locations
COVID-19 seems to be dissolving, in others, concern as well as the number of cases exponentially grow. Here is
everything you need to know about the COVID-19 pandemic, its impact, and how you can best stay safe.
Worldwide Statistics
Globally, as of January 15th, there have been over 94.1 million cases of COVID-19 reported, and a 27% increase
in cases over the past two weeks. Additionally, there have been over 2.01 million deaths, and a 39% increase in
deaths reported in the past two weeks. The United Kingdom variant of the COVID-19 virus has made its way
across the globe, with the most number of cases being in the United Kingdom, Brazil, and South Africa. While
the variant has not been proven to have a higher death rate, it is significantly more transmissible, which health
professionals are telling the New York Times, can be even “more dangerous,” as more people become sick and are
unable to receive adequate medical attention because of the state of public hospitals and emergency rooms.
The United States
As of January 13th, in the United States more that 4,400 deaths were reported, approaching over 400,000 deaths.
While case numbers have fallen in the northern part of the nation, states like California are experiencing an
exponentially greater amount of cases and deaths each day. More than 3,600 deaths were announced in a single
week in California, where Oxnard and Los Angeles are reporting cases at some of the highest rates in the country. Overall, there have been over 23.4 million total cases reported in the United States, which is increasing by
27% in the past two weeks, while deaths are increasing at a rate of 39%, and hospitalizations at a rate of 7%.
www.jmmswordandshield.com

11

FEBRUARY 2021

Wisconsin
As of January 15th, Wisconsin has had over 561,164 cases reported, and an increase in 2,140 cases reported on
January 14th. In Wisconsin, there has been a 23% increase in cases, 9% increase in deaths, and a 9% decrease in
hospitalizations. Currently, cases are decreasing, and Southern Wisconsin appears to have the lowest number of
cases (ratio) compared to the rest of the state. Dane County currently is garnering around 136 new cases per day.
Vaccines & Treatments
The federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention has reported that around 10.6 million people have recieved at least the first dose of either the Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, and of them, 1.6 million people
have been fully vaccinated. The federal government reported that it delivered 31.2 million doses to states, territories, and federal agencies on January 12th. Health officials told the New York Times that the vaccine rollout is
taking much longer than they initially anticipated, but people should be on the lookout for when the vaccine will
be available to them. The CDC has made estimations that a vaccine will be available to the majority of the public
by April of 2021.
Staying Safe
It is crucial that to slow the spread of the virus, we all do our part in preventing contraction and escalation of
COVID-19, especially during the holiday season and winter break! The most effective ways to do your part in
keeping yourself and the community safe include:
- Staying at least six feet away from people outside of your immediate household to the best of your ability.
- Wearing a mask or face covering outside of your home that covers both your mouth and nose. Masks are
important in any social setting, but especially in indoor locations. A mask will protect others, and yourself from
infection.
- Washing your hands often, especially after leaving your household location. According to the New York Times,
‘Anytime you come in contact with a surface outside your home, scrub soap for at least 20 seconds, rinse, and
then dry your hands with a clean towel.”
- Finally, to the best of your ability, stay inside your household, and only leave for necessities, getting outside and
socially distanced in nature, work, or school.
Continue to practice safety precautions, Spartans!

UK ENTERS
NATIONAL
LOCKDOWN

By Eliana Sauer
The United Kingdom has long
avoided the worst of the Coronavirus pandemic, making it through the
summer with low case numbers due
to the partial national lockdowns.
However, as a result of the decision by their government, helmed
by Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
to send all kids back to school and
college from the beginning of the
school year, numbers have continued
to climb since September. At the
start of the new year, scientists in
the UK discovered a new strain of
COVID-19 that is 70% more easily
transmitted. Although the severity
12

of the symptoms does not seem to
change with the strain, it spreads
more easily and the New York Times
reports that British officials say, “the
variant has recently infected one in
50 people in England”. In response
to this news, dozens of countries
announced travel bans
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against travelers from the UK hoping to keep this strain out of their
country. Back at home in the UK,
Boris Johnson announced another
national lockdown that would start
on January 8, and would harbor the
strictest restrictions.

FEBRUARY 2021

tions yet.
The UK had previously used a tier
system to indicate which areas had
which restrictions, with Tier 1 being
the least restrictive and Tier 4 being
the most. As of January 8 however,
the whole country has been plunged
into either Tier 3 or Tier 4. The largest cities and their surrounding areas
(London and the Greater London
area, Manchester and the Greater Manchester area, Leeds and its
suburbs, and many others) have the

strongest restrictions and are mostly
unable to leave their homes. Residents must stay inside unless they are
doing essential work or shopping.
For those living in London and its
surrounding area, this is a continuation of their previous restrictions,
and many charities have begun trying
to offer virtual mental health hotlines
and consultations as residents start to
struggle even more with their mental
health. While the country remains
in lockdown, they are still full steam

ahead on their vaccination plan and
are set to move on to vaccinating
those with preexisting conditions and
senior citizens in the coming weeks.
Boris Johnson and other government
officials have expressed hope that the
combination of a national lockdown
and a growing percentage of the population getting vaccinated will work
hand in hand, eventually ending this
lockdown and nearing the UK to the
end of its struggle with COVID-19.
But only time will tell.

GENOCIDE IN CHINA

By Amy Yao & Lavenia Vulpal
The Xinjiang “re-education” camps were discovered in April
2018, despite having gone on for more than 3 years. There are
currently over 3 million Muslims, Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz,
and other ethnic Turkic groups in these camps, where they are
forced to eat pork and drink alcohol as they aren’t allowed to
practice their religion and are subject to abuse, rape, murder,
etc.
In September 2020, a report was released showing that 100
more of these detention sites were now set up with 380+
facilities. Yet Chinese authorities continue to say that their
“re-education” camps are winding down and their detainees are
graduating. First, Chinese authorites denied any allegations of
the camps but later stated them as “re-education camps aimed at
alleviate poverty and counter terrorism threats.” These detention sites range from low security to fortified prisons. There
have also been repeated reports showing proof that the inmates
at some camps have been used for forced labor. Dabancheng,
the largest documented camp, has 13 five story buildings spread
across 60 meters. This camp is surrounded by 14 meter walls
and watch towers. By the reports, it is clear nothing is being
done about these camps regardless of what Chinese authorities
are saying.
Some ways you can help contribute is to educate yourself daily as well as surround your social media feed with more social
events that are occuring. You can support or boost creators who
are speaking out about current events to get more information out. There are also several petitions you can sign, such as
amnesty.org and change.org. Boycotting the 2022 Olympics, the
live-action Disney Mulan movie- which we talked about before
in a previous article- and companies with ties to detain Ugyhur
workers are very simple actions that you can take. For a full and
updated list, visit https://www.aspi.org.au/report/uyghurs-sale.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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SECOND STRAIN OF
COVID-19 FOUND IN UK

By Saivarshini Rishi
Back in September, as the world was battling against
COVID-19, a new strain of the virus was discovered
in the UK. It was found that this new strain was more
infectious than the first strain that was already spread
worldwide. Scientists say that the difference between
the first and second strains are mainly due to the fact
of the high number of mutations in the spike protein,
which is where it infects other cells. Researchers say
that there are about 23 mutations in this second strain.
Therefore, due to that, it is believed that the spread of
this strain is much faster, by about 50-70%. In fact, in
London in December, just three months after it was
first discovered, of the COVID cases were that of the
new strain. With the first strain, it was discovered
that children weren’t on the more riskier side when
contracting the virus as children usually have a smaller
chance of transmitting the virus to others as opposed
to teenagers and adults. However, the second strain is
found to be equally transmissible in both children and
adults which is of rising concern. This rapid spread led
many neighboring countries to close their borders including Germany, France and Belgium as well as other
countries across the globe.
The first thing that came to everyone’s mind when
By Maggie Di Sanza & Amira Pierotti
hearing about this news was that it should not spread
In a landmark Senate decision on Wednesday, Deto other places, especially the U.S. which currently
cember 30th, Argentina became the largest Latin
ranks the highest in the number of COVID cases and
American country to legalize abortion. The historic law deaths. However, in late December, the first sighting of
prohibiting abortion changed by 38 votes in favor, and this strain was found in Colorado. But the most shock29 against, with one abstention. Pro-choice activists
ing thing about this is that the man who contracted
and organizers errupted into crowds of celebration as
the virus had no history of travelling anywhere which
the Congressional decision was announced just after
shows that it is spreading rapidly inside a community.
4:00am on Wednesday. Melany Marcati, an abortion
This same sort of situation was found in a 30-year old
rights activist in Argentina who participated in the cel- man in California as well. There are now at least 20
ebratory chants, told The Guardian that she was “very
states in the U.S. which have the second strain from
emotional,” she continued, “There are no words to de- the UK and a total of about 90 COVID cases with this
scribe what your body feels after fighting for something variant. This new strain has not only been seen in the
for so long. I cried a lot, which I wasn’t expecting.”
U.S. but also in about 49 other countries like Chile,
Prior to the Senate’s vote, abortion was only legal in
Japan and Australia. Although we have observed that
cases of rape or if the pregnant parent’s life was at risk. this strain has a higher risk of spreading, there is not
As Argentina is a majority-Catholic country, all other
definite evidence yet as to confirm that the infection
reasons for abortion were considered by the legislature rate is actually faster or that it is more dangerous than
as unjustified murder of fetuses. The Catholic Church
the first strain in terms of the severity of symptoms.
is staunchly opposed to abortion and used its influence
The origin of this second strain however is of high
to work against the pro-choice movement. President
uncertainty. One theory is that it could have originated

ARGENTINA LEGALIZES
ABORTION
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from a patient with a weak immune system as a weak
immune system usually results in the virus staying for a
longer period of time in the patient’s body. This increases the number of mutations the virus can undergo.
Another possibility is that the virus could have spread
throughout the animal population, causing various
mutations before being spread to humans. Researchers
are still looking into these as well as other possibilities
of the origin of this second strain.
As countries are expanding upon their treatments
and vaccinations for COVID-19, as well as implementing more safety precautions, it is important that we
take these new strains with high seriousness as one
wrong mutation could result in things becoming fatal.
Recently, a new strain originating from South Africa
has slowly come into concern, although not as widespread as the UK strain yet. It is found that the strain
from South Africa causes a higher virus concentration in the upper respiratory tract, leading to a higher
severity of the virus. If both the strain from the UK
and South Africa start spreading worldwide even more,
it might cause both high transmissibility and severity
of the virus. However, from a more positive perspective, the same tests used to detect the first strain could
be used for the second strain from the UK as well. In
addition to that, current vaccines will also work for the
second strain. With the rising number of COVID cases
in the U.S. after the winter holidays and the start of the
new year, this second strain is definitely of high concern but with research, treatments and safety precautions we might just be able to find a way to slow down
the spread.
Alberto Fernández announced that while “I’m Catholic...I have to legislate for everyone.” However, the
historic win has given many pro-choice activists hope
that other Latin American countries may legalize abortion.
Pro-life activists have stressed the danger of the
criminalization of abortion. According to a 2016
study published in the Lancet journal, abortions are as
likely to occur in countries that criminalize abortion
as those that legalize the procedure. However, the
World Health Organization found in 2017 that only 1
in 4 abortions are safe, the Washington Post reported.
Over 3,000 people have died from unsafe abortions
and 38,000 people have been admitted to hospitals after receiving illegal abortions in Argentina since 1983,
according to President Fernández. This new bill will
save pregnant parents’ lives and livelihoods.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NATIONAL NEWS
BIDEN’S
CABINET
UPDATES!

By Maggie Di Sanza
Despite more pressing national
events, the Biden Administration has
made significant progress in who is
hoped to be confirmed by President
Biden.
Currently, President Biden is only
focused on confirming his current
nominees, which will be done in the
coming weeks. So far, the Senate has
scheduled hearings for five nominees:
Avril Haines, Director of National
Intelligence, Loyd Austin, Defense
Secretary, Janet Yellen, Treasury,
Alejandro Mayorkas, Homeland
Security, and Antony Blinken, State
Department.
Biden has made a point to choose
a diverse cabinet, ensuring that
BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of
Color), women, and LGBTQ+ people
are included in the cabinet.
Receiving praise for his attention to diversity, and concern for
his possible tokenism, Biden has not
backed down when it came to putting historically marginalized people
into positions of power. Here are his
cabinet picks so far!
Secretary of the Treasury: Janet
Yellen
Yellen is an American economist
who was the 15th chair of the Federal Reserve until 2018, being the first
woman to hold this role. She chaired
the Council of Economic Advisers
between 1997 to 1999 under President Bill Clinton, and in 2014, she
was nominated by President Barack
Obama to succeed Ben Bernanke as
the chair of the Federal Reserve. She
16

was not re-appointed by President
Donald Trump in 2018.
Secretary of Defense: Lloyd Austin
Austin is a retired four-star Army
general who served as the 12th commander of the United States Central
Command. He was the 33rd vice
chief of staff of the United States
Army from 2012 to 2013.
After retiring from the armed
forces, he served on the boards of
Raytheon Technologies, Nucor, and
Tenet Healthcare until being nominated by President Joe Biden.
Attorney General: Merrick Garland
Garland is a lawyer and jurist who
serves as a United States circuit
judge on the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit.
He has served on this court since
1997, and received a degree in legal
education from Harvard University.
Secretary of the Interior: Deb
Haaland
Haaland is an American politician
who has been a Representative from
New Mexico’s first congressional
district since elected in 2019. She is a
member of the Democratic Party of
New Mexico, and is a known progressive who supports movements
to abolish ICE, implement a Green
New Deal, and put forth policies like
Medicare for All. If confirmed, she
would become the first Indigenous
cabinet member.
Secretary of Agriculture: Tom
Vilsack
Vilsack is an American politician
and lawyer who served as the 20th
Secretary of Agriculture from 2009
until 2017. He was the 40th governor of Iowa until 2007, until he ran
www.jmmswordandshield.com

for president in the 2008 election.
Secretary of Commerce: Gina
Raimondo
Raimondo is an American politician
and venture capitalist who has been
the governor of Rhode Island since

Pete Buttigieg

Miguel Cardona
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2015. She served as general treasurer
of Rhode Island before her election.
Secretary of Labor: Martin Walsh
Walsh is an American democrat who
served as the mayor of Boston since
2014. Prior to his mayoral campaign,
he was a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives.
Secretary of Health and Human
Services: Xavier Becerra
Becerra is an American politician and
lawyer who is the 33rd and current
Attorney General of California. He
was previously a member of the
United States House of Representatives, representing Los Angeles until
2017.
A member of the Democratic
Party, he was the Chairman of the
House Democratic Caucus from 2013
to 2017.
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development: Marcia Fudge
Fudge is an American politician who
has been the U.S. representative for
Ohio’s 11th congressional district
since 2008. She won the 2008 special
election succeeding Stephanie Tubbs
Jones and was the chair of the Congressional Black Caucus.

Marcia Fudge

Secretary of Transportation:
Pete Buttigieg
Buttigieg is most recently known
for his failed candidacy for the
Democratic nomination during the
2020 election.
He was previously a US Navy
intelligence officer and 32nd mayor
of South Bend, Indiana, and most
commonly known by the name
“Mayor Pete.” A graduate of Harvard College, Buttigieg would
be the first openly gay secretary
appointed to the cabinet.
Secretary of Energy: Jennifer
Granholm
Granholm is an American politician, lawyer, and political commentator. She was Attorney General
of Michigan from 1999 to 2003,
and the 47th governor of Michigan
from 2003 to 2011. She was the
first woman to serve as Michigan’s
governor. Since 2017, she has been
a CNN political commentator.
Secretary of Education: Miguel
Cardona
Cardona is an American educator
who has served as the commissioner of education since 2019. He
began his career as an elementary
school teacher, until in 2003 he
was named principal of the elementary school.
Secretary of Veterans Affairs:
Denis McDonough
McDonough is an American political and government official. He
was the 26th White House Chief of
Staff, and previously served as the
Deputy National Security Advisor
from 2010 to 2013, and as Chief of
Staff of the National Security Council
from 2009 to 2010.
Secretary of Homeland Security:
Alejandro Mayorkas
Mayorkas is a graduate from the
University of California Berkeley and
Loyola Law School, where he served
as the U.S. Attorney for the
www.jmmswordandshield.com

Alejando Mayorkas

Deb Haaland
Central District of California during
the Clinton Administration, and the
Department of Homeland Security
during the Obama Administration.
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PRESIDENT TRUMP INCITES IN- MAJORITY
SURRECTION AT U.S. CAPITOL SPEAKER
By Joylyn Gong
On January 6, 2021, President Donald Trump and his allies gathered PELOSI AND
at the “Save America” Rally in Washington D.C. in hopes of overSENATOR MCCOturning the outcome of the U.S. Presidential Election. Following Joe
Biden’s victory, the Trump Administration had made several false
NNELL HOMES
accusations against election officials from states that Joe Biden had
VANDALIZED
won, claiming, without substantial evidence, that they were partaking in a fraudulent election process. After several failed lawsuits filed
from the Trump administration to overturn the results in states such
as Georgia, Wisconsin, and Arizona, President Trump announced to
his supporters that he would be instigating a march against the U.S.
Capitol where certificates of electoral votes would be officially counted
by Congress to solidify Biden’s win.
Within minutes, a large mob of Trump’s supporters violently broke
through the barriers and the glass windows of the U.S. Capitol and
entered the building as law enforcement attempted to enact protection. Government officials were quickly evacuated from the chamber
as the aggressions perpetuated by the rioters progressively got worse.
Many lawmakers were asked to hide under desks and place gas masks
over their faces as tear gas was used as defense. As the rioters roamed
through the floors of the Capitol, they held confederate and Make
America Great Again flags while chanting that the election was stolen.
Most notably, Richard Barnett, one of the men who broke into the
building, was photographed sitting behind Democratic House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s desk and had intentions to steal her mail. Chaos ensued
for hours before the U.S. Capitol was fully guarded by law enforcement.
The attack on the U.S. Capitol later resulted in the death of 4 rioters, one of them being a woman who was shot by a police officer after
she had attempted to enter the House Chamber when she was warned
that severe measures would be taken if she broke in. One officer was
killed after suffering from major injuries that were caused from the
violence of the siege.

18

www.jmmswordandshield.com

By Maggie Di Sanza
On January 2nd, 2021, the homes of
Senator Mitch McConnell and Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, the two most powerful
members of the United States Congress,
were vandalized days after the passage
of the COVID-19 stimulus relief bill
that has been criticized as inadequate
from both President Trump and progressives. McConnell, the Republican
of Kentucky, told the New York Times
that it was a “radical tantrum from a
toxic playbook.” The Senator’s home
was marked with red and white spray
paint, reading quotes like “Where’s my
money?” on the front door. McConnell
reports that he has “spent [his] career
fighting for the First Amendment and
defending peaceful protest. I appreciate
every Kentuckian who has engaged in
the democratic process whether they
agree with me or not. This is different.
Vandalism and the politics of fear have
no place in our society.” San Francisco’s
police officers responded to a report of
vandalism at the home of Speaker Pelosi
in the Pacific Heights neighborhood.
Similar graffiti to McConnell’s messages
were found, but a pig’s head was left on
the sidewalk in front of Pelosi’s home.
Supposedly, the instigation of this vandalism was prompted by the recent vote
for stimulus checks. Senator McConnell
had - earlier in the week - blocked an
effort to increase the stimulus checks
from $600 to $2,000, after the House
voted to increase the payments. Despite the increase being a part of a list
of demands from President Trump,
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McConnell did not endorse this increase. Pelosi reported in a statement that to vote against
the increase in the stimulus payments “is to
deny the financial hardship that families face
By Anvika Annyapu & Amira Pierotti
and to deny them the relief they need.” After
In a stunning upset, Democratic candidates Rev. Raphael
President Trump signed the stimulus bill, McWarnock and Jon Ossoff won both Senate seats for the state of
Connell reported that “the compromise bill is
Georgia. The two run-off elections had already raised eyebrows
not perfect. But it will do an enormous amount
as the historically-Republican state rarely had elections this
of good for struggling Kentuckians and Americlose. But with Stacey Abrams leading a grassroots organizing
cans across the country who need help now.”
movement to register voters amidst a novel pandemic, the
unimaginable occurred. Now with control over both houses of
Congress and the White House, Democrats are excited about
the next two years.
On November 3rd, Georgia voters flocked to polls and sent
in ballots in what will always be remembered as an anxious day
for the world. However, no candidate in either race passed the
50% vote minimum needed for a winner to be declared. Warnock and Ossoff would continue to run against Senator Kelly
Loeffler (Republican) and Senator David Perdue (Republican),
respectively. On January 5th, Georgians once again voted, but
on this occasion, decisively chose Warnock and Perdue.
The history of the runoff election system is troubling, with
the first runoff election occurring in the South in the late 1700s
to suppress minority votes and ensure that white candidates
stayed in power. Similar to the electoral college system, runoffs
essentially give less populated areas more voting influence. This
system was particularly harmful for Black voters who largely
lived in urban areas. Additionally, runoffs have a major effect
on Black people becoming candidates for public office. However, instead of upholding white supremacy, this particular runoff
led to the election of the first Black and Jewish Senators from
Georgia.
This win was 15 years in the making and only came to fruition due to the stunning leadership of Stacey Abrams, who ran
for the Georgia governorship in 2018. While many Americans
were shocked by the double victory, Deborah Scott, the founder
of Georgia Stand Up, noted that organizers “weren’t surprised”
since this effort has been working toward this goal for over a
decade. Widely considered the hero of the election, Abrams has
been a key trailblazer in this effort, working for years to increase voter turnout in the Black, Latinx, and Asian communities. In 2013, she founded the New Georgia Project which helps
poor voters navigate the electoral system. Abram’s work has
also included legal advocacy to stop voter purges, work to end
voter suppression (which disproportionately impacts BIPOC
communities), and to reimagine grassroots advocacy to increase
voter turnout. Democrats are now looking to incorporate
the successful tactics used to flip Georgia in other Republican
strongholds.

GEORGIA RUNOFFS: DEMS
TAKE BACK SENATE

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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JUSTICE FOR BREONNA TAYLOR: TWO
OFFICERS FIRED

By Amira Pierotti
10 months after Louisville Police executed a no-knock warrant on Breonna Taylor’s apartment, killing the
young E.M.T., she and her loved ones have not received justice. A grand jury decided that only one officer should
be indicted, rather than all police responsible for
Taylor’s murder. While justice is far from being
attained, on December 29, two more police, Detectives Myles Cosgrove and Joshua Jaynes were
told they would be fired for their involvement in
the raid.
Breonna Taylor was a kind and thoughtful
woman who wanted to make a difference in her
community. On March 13th while Taylor and her
boyfriend were sleeping, Louisville police broke
down her apartment door and shot Taylor. The
raid commenced with little evidence of Taylor’s
involvement in a crime and, as numerous police
experts have since attested, did so recklessly. One officer, Brett Hankison, was previously fired for shooting into the
neighboring apartment, endangering a family.
In December, however, the Louisville Police Department moved to fire Cosgrove who fired the shot that killed
Taylor, as well as Jaynes, who was instrumental in acquiring the warrant for the raid. These steps are a change
from prior LPD policy. Interim-Chief Yvette Gentry was sworn into the position in October, she vowed to take
decisive steps to bring the officers to justice and help Taylor’s loved ones find closure. Black Lives Matter activists
have noted that while this action is a step in the right direction, it will not prevent further police brutality.

TRUMP’S CALL WITH THE GA SECRETARY OF
STATE

By Sai Rishi
Nearly two months after the presidential election, with President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration ceremony
approaching, President Trump makes a confounding phone call to the Georgia Secretary of State, Brad Raffensperger, imploring him to get more votes in order to win the 2020 presidential election. There were other important people in the call as well including Mark Meadows, Cleta Mitchell, Kurt Hilbert, Ryan Germany and Jordan
Fuchs. Throughout the call, Trump continued to put forth that he had won the election against Biden, especially
in Georgia. The Washington Post was the first to acquire the recording of the entire phone call and posted it the
same day. In the phone call, Trump said various controversial statements, the most popular being this: “‘I just want
to find 11,780 votes, which is one more than we have because we won the state.’” This statement of trying to get
this many votes from the president of the United States, especially after the election has ended, was truly shocking
for the entire nation. Later, when asked on 60 Minutes about what the president’s intention was when he stated
this, Raffensperger stated, “‘I guess maybe they were just trying to intimidate me and-- cajole me into something. It
wasn’t gonna happen,’” according to CBS News.
Throughout the phone call, there were many accounts of misinformation and false data one of which was the
number of people who voted in Georgia who had already died. According to President Trump, this was about 5,000
people. However, Raffensperger confirmed that there were only two votes where this occurred, about 4,998 votes
less than the number put forth in the call. Another false claim was that of there being forged signatures in Fulton
County, a county with a larger Democrat population vs. Republican, and that there were “‘at least a couple of hundred thousand of forged signatures.’” This again was not true as the Georgia Bureau of Investigation didn’t find any
20
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such ballots. In addition to that, there were less than 150,000 mail in ballots in total so there couldn’t be a couple
of hundred thousand forged signatures as President Trump had mentioned. Actually this is not the first phone call
to the Georgia Secretary of State; there were a total of 18 outgoing calls from the White House starting all the way
back from the election. This call clearly shook the nation and was something that no one had ever witnessed before
but surely, it marks a key point in the 2020 election as well as in U.S. history.

Impeachment to prohibit the President from running for office again
while only a few Republicans are in
support of the idea.
On January 13, 2021, Trump
was impeached for the second time
by the House of Representatives
with 232 representatives voting in
favor and 197 in opposition. With
the Articles of Impeachment now
sent to the Senate, the Senate will
By Joylyn Gong
progress with the Impeachment trial
Following the insurrection that
two weeks after President Biden
occurred at the U.S. Capitol on
is settled in office in hopes that it
January 6, 2021, calls from govwill not obstruct the confirmation
ernment officials began to roll in
hearings of his cabinet. Uncertainty
for a second impeachment trial
against Donald Trump for his role arises of whether or not the Senate
in inciting a terrorist attack against will be successful this time around
American democracy after spewing with impeaching the President after
false accusations that the 2020 U.S. President Trump was acquitted on
two articles of impeachment that
Presidential Election was stolen
from him. Democrats, especially, are consisted of abuse of power and
rapidly pushing forward Articles of obstruction of Congress after he

CALLS FOR
SECOND
IMPEACHMENT
TRIAL AGAINST
DONALD
TRUMP
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was accused of working alongside
Ukraine government officials to
investigate and fabricate Joe Biden’s
character.
Republican senators, such as
Marco Rubio from the state of
Florida and Mike Rounds of the
state of South Dakota, have spoken
against the need of the impeachment
trial occurring and the division that
it will further cause in the country if Donald Trump is restrained
from running for president again
in 2024 after what had occurred at
the Capitol. While a few Republican
senators agree that Trump has to be
held accountable for parts of what
unfolded at the U.S. Capitol in early
January, they abide by the belief that
he should not be prohibited from
taking on a second term in 2024 if
he wishes to do so.
21
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NASHVILLE CHRISTMAS TAMIR RICE’S CASE
DAY BOMBING
CLOSED
By Noah Hadfield
The Holidays are supposed to be a peaceful time
for spending time with family and friends. However,
this peace was shattered in downtown Nashville on
Christmas morning. The chaos began around 4:30
am when residents of Second Street reported hearing
gunshots. Before long 6 police officers responded and
began investigating the empty street. However, the
police investigation was interrupted by an ominous
warning which came from an RV parked on the street
near an AT&T building. The warning urged residents
nearby to evacuate, saying that a bomb which was in
the RV was going to explode, giving a 15 minute timer until the explosion and playing the song “Downtown” by Petula Clark. The 6 police officers who were
in the area began to evacuate the terrified residents
as well as preventing other people from entering the
area. At 6:30 am the RV exploded, creating a large
fireball which could be seen for miles. The explosion
left 3 residents with minor injuries but destroyed
over 40 businesses on the street and ignited fires. The
explosion also knocked out AT&T telecommunications for the region. Luckily most of the residents
were able to safely evacuate prior to the explosion
greatly reducing the number of injuries. Although
the FBI and ATF have been investigating the area for
over 3 weeks, there has been no motive identified yet.
Despite the damage, many lives were saved due to
the quick evacuations from residents and immediate
response from law enforcement.
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By Maggie Di Sanza
On Tuesday, December 29th, the Justice Department
announced that it formally closed its investigation into
the police murder of Tamir Rice, a child whose murder
in 2014 prompted nationwide protests over the killings
of Black and Brown bodies at the hands of police and
law enforcement. Expected, officials had continuously
rejected a request from prosecutors on the case to have
a grand jury hear evidence. Rice was a 12-year-old Black
child playing on a playground with a toy gun, which
officials reported was “indistinguishable from a regular
pistol.” Two officers were at the scene, when officer
Timothy Leohmann shot Price within seconds after
reporting that the “child appeared to be reaching for a
weapon.”
Upon announcing the decision to close the case, the
Justice Department reported that it “had conducted an
extensive examination of the facts in this tragic event.
The evidence is insufficient to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Officer Leohmann wilfully violated
Tamir Rice’s constitutional rights.” The federal investigation examined whether the officer had obstructed
justice, ultimately concluding that there was nothing to
pursue. Lawyer for the Rice family, Subodh Chandra,
explained that “It’s beyond comprehension that the department refused to recognize that an officer who claims
he shouted commands when the patrol car’s window
was closed and it was a winter day can be proved to be
lying. The Rice family was cheated of a fair process by
county prosecutors who took a dive on cross-examining
the officers, and they’ve been cheated of a fair process
yet again by the Justice Department.”
Samaria Rice, the mother of Tamir, told The Washington Post that the decision was “blatantly disrespectful” and that she “leadered from news reports this year
that the Justice Department had shut down the investigation, after career prosecutors recommended a grand
jury be convened.” The city agreed to pay Rice’s relatives
$6 million as a civil settlement.
Frustrated by the blatantly racist court decision,
demonstrators have taken to the streets and peacefully
demanded changes to policing, our justice system, and
the intense violence that Black and Brown people face in
the United States.
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hours later. The November 3rd election was unprecedented in its polarization and its occurrence during a
global pandemic. The prolonged vote
count, due to the high number of
mailed-in ballots and necessary safety
precautions, led to skepticism about
the validity of the election. As the
vote counts continued for numerous
By Anvika Annyapu and Amira Pierotti
days, some questioned what looked
After a tumultuous two months of
like a surprising influx of Democratic
conflict over election results, Convotes. However, as the Associated
gress convened on January 6 to
Press reported, ballot influxes are
formally count the electoral votes.
normal as batches of votes are often
With over a dozen Republican
released at once. Despite these claims
senators and dozens of Republican
being dismissed by Attorney General
House members announcing they
William Barr, who stated that “the
would challenge the certification,
U.S. Justice Department has uncovpeople were worried about how the
ered no evidence of widespread voter
session would pan out. Adding to
fraud that could change the outcome
this concern, President Trump and
of the 2020 election,” and to date,
others called for Congress and Vice
“we have not seen fraud on a scale
President Pence to “stop the steal,”
that could have affected a different
with the President stating that he
outcome in the election,” many still
would not concede. Unfortunately,
believed these claims.Election offisuch concerns proved true: as the
cials, respected political scientists,
Congress convened to certify the
and investigative journalists across
results, thousands of Trump supthe country have corroborated Barr’s
porters stormed the Capitol. Hours
statement. While some qualified
later, when the rioters were forced
individuals disagree, the majority
out of the Capitol,
the
opinion has overwhelmingly asserted
election was
that the election was not fraudulent.
certified by
Over the next couple of months,
the House of
President Trump fanned the flames
Representaby claiming the election was
tives, and
“stolen.” His team filed dozens of
the Senate
lawsuits in numerous states with
did the
intentions spreading from
same
stopping the vote
count to overturning election results;
however, 59
out of 60
have been
denied,
according to
the
New

VOTE TO STOP
ELECTION
CERTIFICATION
CAUSES STIR &
FUELS RIOTS
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York Times. His rhetoric has enraged
countless voters who feel Joe Biden
unlawfully won the election.
To ensure Presidential elections
were conducted fairly, each state
must certify their election results before Congress does the same. Every
state certified the legitimacy of the
election which, in any normal year,
would have signified that claims of
voter fraud were unfounded. However, instead of a clear-cut certification
process in Congress, the procedure,
which is largely considered a formality, went downhill quickly. Dozens of
Republican Congresspersons announced their intent to vote against
the certification and questions circulated over if Vice-President Pence
would do his duty to the country in
presiding over the vote. President
Trump urged his party to deny the
certification and planned an event to
rally support for his cause. In addition, he called for the Vice President
to “send [the results] back to the
states to recertify — and we become
president.” Before the Capitol was
locked down, Republican lawmakers made the first of many planned
objections to the election results, opposing the Arizona election results.
After an emergency recess due to the
riot, Congress reconvened and some
lawmakers pulled back from objecting the results, and plans to challenge
certain states were dropped—though
dispute over the Pennsylvania results
led to a vote. In the end, 147 lawmakers, 8 senators and 139 House
representatives, challenged the certification of the election results. Many
Americans were shocked by the
number of Congresspersons who believed the election was stolen. Leaders of the effort, including Senators
Ted Cruz (R-TX) and Josh Hawley
(R-MO) have faced increasing public
pressure to resign.
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DON’T GET YOUR MONEY STOLEN

Scams You Should Know About Now
A Summit account can be a great tool to help you
save and spend, but it’s also important to keep
some things in mind.

This friend I know always asks me to cash checks for him. Yes or no go?
That’s a really common scam — and a lot of people have fallen for it. That
friend will get the cash and you could be stuck paying off a bad check.
My friend got takeout and wanted me to give her my debit card
(and PIN) so she could pick up my order. It felt kind of weird,
so I didn’t do it. Okay or bad friend?
Smart move! Giving someone your card number and PIN is like
handing over all the cash in your account. Keep your PIN, account
number, user IDs and passwords to yourself!
I saw this post on TikTok from someone I kind of knew that if I gave them
$40, I’d get back two or three times that, fast. Could this really be legit?
The answer is N-O. This is called “flipping,” as in flipping a small
amount of money into a big payoff. Usually, the person asks you to
buy a prepaid debit card (which is just like cash), share information
about your account or something like that. Once they get your
money or account info, they’re out of there — with your money.
Trust your gut! If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.
I got an email that looked like it came from Summit. It said someone
tried to hack my account and wanted me to send my user ID and
password to check things out. Okay to respond?
Summit will never ask you for confidential information through
email, website, online chat or an unsolicited phone call.
If someone asks for this information, it’s likely a scam.

Worried you shared account info you shouldn’t have? Or that you cashed
a bad check? Call Summit right away at 800-236-5560.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
PROUD TO BE SINGLE
PLAYLIST

By Emmie Digon
February is here and Valentine's day is also
coming soon. Many people celebrate this holiday
with their significant other, and those that are single tend to feel lonely. Here is a playlist to brighten up your mood, remind you to love yourself and
By Emmie Digon
to be proud of your independence.
Minari was directed by Lee Isaac Chung and will be released in the United States on February 12, 2021. This movie - Love Myself by Hailee Steinfeld
- Good as Hell by Lizzo
showcases an immigrant story about a Korean American
family. Jacob Yi, who is played by Steven Yeun, and his wife, - Confident by Demi Lovato
- I Love Me by Demi Lovato
Monica Yi, who is played by Han Ye-ri moved from Korea
- Since You Been Gone by Kelly Clarkson
to California. Then in the 1980s, Jacob and Monica try to
- Shout Out to My Ex by Little Mix
start a farm and achieve the “American Dream” in a small
town in Arkansas, along with their American born children, - Forget Me Now by Against the Current
Davd and Anne. Jacob wants things to go well and hopes for - So What by Pink
- Me Myself and I by Bebe Rexha
a successful farm not only to prove to himself, but to also
- Good Thing by Zedd, Kehlani
show his family, especially his children, the importance of
- Bird Set Free by Sia
persevering when growing something from nothing. De- Me Too by Meghan Trainor
spite their hard work and strong will, the Yi family faces
- No Scrubs by TLC
many obstacles. Throughout the movie, Monica and Jacob
have many arguments. Secondly, Monica’s mother, Soonja,
played by Youn Yu-jung, moves in with them, and is not a
typical grandmother. The youngest child David, played by
Alan Kim, is forced to share a room with his grandmother
that is very different from the ideal of an American grandmother because she swears a lot, doesn’t bake cookies for
him, and smells like Korea. Another main problem that the
Yis are constantly facing throughout the movie are the cultural differences with other Americans. The idea of having
to play the role of an American and having to assimilate is
a common theme in many immigrant stories. This movie is
filled with lovely family scenes, relatable situations, and inspires others with this family’s resilience. In fact, Minari is a
Korean herb that can grow in any given time. This is a great
representation of the Yi family and their aspiration towards
thriving in a new place. If you relate to cultural struggles,
family arguments, but also comedic interactions, watch the
Yi family in Minari on February 12th.

MINARI MOVIE PREVIEW

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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SOUL MOVIE REVIEW

By Morgan Blackmore, Emily Cai and Amina Waheed
Pixar’s long-awaited Soul, starring Tina Fey, Jamie Foxx, and Daveed Diggs was released on Disney+ streaming
services on December 25. Soul follows Joe Gardner, Pixar’s first black protagonist, a middle school band teacher
who believes his true passions lie in jazz. When his life is put on the line, he meets a soul named 22, they work
together to help each other find their own meaning of life.
Born from the minds of Pete Docter and Dana Murray, who led Pixar’s Inside Out, Up, and Monsters Inc.,
Soul presents us with a creative and fresh style of character design.Throughout the bustling city of New York, the
animation perfectly captures the mix of people in beautiful animation. Further, in the “Great Before”—
where souls are created—soul counselors and a single soul counter caught our eye with their
unique designs. In
particular, the soul counter—Terry—quickly became a personal favorite with a
snarky personality and interesting movements combined with an attention-grabbing voice from Rachel House. Each voice actor fit their character in their own way,
bringing the movie together.
While it lives up to our animation expectations, Soul’s plotline was welcoming
yet nothing exceptional. It addressed a potentially controversial topic in an innocuous and innovative way. The unique designs of the Great Before as well as the
personalities of each character set this movie apart from a common trope. When
it was done, the representation of black culture and history was refreshing in a
highly dominant white industry, yet the movie failed to continuously provide such
representation throughout the film. In a movie that is gaining recognition for racial
diversity, it is worth mentioning that there was much that fell short.
One significant criticism we have is that for the majority of the movie, Joe isn’t
even in his own body, and is controlled by a soul portrayed as a white woman, which
contradicts the values that this movie was built upon. Although this movie has
it’s moments, it lacks a well-rounded representation of black culture as a
whole.
Soul was a beautiful and meaningful movie, good for families and
older teens who are searching for an approachable movie with a calm
plot. This movie had a lot that it failed to live up to, but it was a step
for Pixar and Disney, and we both hope it sparks more conversations
on representation in films in the future.

BETWEEN THE WORLD AND ME IS A TRIUMPHANT
RENDITION OF COATE’S BOOK

By Amira Pierotti
Ta-Nehisi Coates’s letter to his son made waves, a heartfelt testimony of living as a Black person in America. His
poetic writing entranced readers across the globe, bringing them to tears and opening the eyes of countless white
people who had ignored the crushing weight of systemic racism. It is only fitting that months after the largest protests in American history-- and ones against police brutality-- that Coates’s words would be brought to the screen.
Excerpts of his books are read by influential Black Americans, including Angela Davis, Janet Mock, and Alicia
Garza, are backed by compelling imagery. The film discusses the beauty and complexity of the Black community,
the nature of white supremacy, police brutality, and countless other topics. Each story is beautifully weaved together to paint a picture of Coates’s experiences of living as a Black man in a racist society.
Both the book and film are stunning and should be read/seen by everyone. Between the World and Me can be
watched on HBO Max.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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RATATOUILLE THE TIKTOK
MUSICAL: A MEME-ABLE SUCCESS
By Maggie Di Sanza
After months of creators on TikTok releasing comedy videos
contributing to the vast array of songs, costume and set designs,
dialogues, and choreography that all created Ratatouille: The
TikTok Musical that virtually debuted on Broadway on Saturday,
January 2nd. Thousands of TikTok users, including professionals,
paid homage to the 2007 Pixar film, Ratatouille, about Remi the rat
who had culinary aspirations. No choreographer, no stage crew, no
director, just TikTokers.
Former Broadway and Disney start Kevin Chamberlin was a
large part of getting the project off of TikTok and on to virtual
Broadway, telling The New York Times that “What’s really interesting about all this is that, during this pandemic, art is pushing
through because we can’t get on stages and in front of audiences.”
Chamberlin’s words inspired Broadway to turn this virtual production into a fundraiser for actors, dancers, musicians, and performing artists who have not been able to find work during the
pandemic, known as the Performing Arts Fund, which is providing
stimulus to artists.
TikTokers around the globe saw what started as a low-production video shot on an iPhone, to a Broadway reimagination of their
ideas. Producer, Lucy Moss, explained to CNN that a challenge was
to take the vision of so many creators and turn it into something
cohesive. “I feel the pressure is on to deliver something more than
a Zoom reading, but also something that’s cohesive and sleek and
slick, which I’m not sure it’s going to be. But I think it will be all
part of the fun - that it’s very chaotic.” And chaotic it was. Ratatouille the TikTok musical was filled with various clips of actors,
singers and dancers moving all around the screen within their
own vertical cameras. While obviously not a million-dollar movie
budget type of production, it’s personable and colloquial style made
it all the more entertaining and relatable, something that TikTok
viewers and creators alike could relate to.
If you have not yet, I strongly suggest you donate to the Performing Arts Fund, and watch Ratatouille the TikTok Musical!

VALENTINE’S DAY
LOVE SONGS

By Eliana Sauer
- Adore You by Harry Styles
- Just the Way You Are by Bruno Mars
- Can’t Help Falling in Love by Elvis Presley
- Love Someone by Lukas Graham
- Perfect by Ed Sheeran
- 18 by One Direction
- Love Her by Jonas Brothers
- Love Story by Taylor Swift
- Have it All by Jason Mraz
- I Like Me Better by Lauv
- Holy by Justin Bieber (ft. Chance the
Rapper)
- Paper Rings by Taylor Swift
- She Sets the City on Fire by Gavin DeGraw
- Cut to the Feeling by Carly Rae Jepsen

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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https://www.
shutterfly.com/
photo-books/,
or https://
By Jessica Jiang
Valentine’s Day is just around www.printhe corner, which means celebra- tique.com/
tion of friendships, relationships, company/
photo-booksand connections people share!
Many people choose to give gifts and-albums/, but
to their friends and loved ones. If do some exploring
you are considering sending gifts online to find a site
but are stuck on what to give, here with the best photo
books for you!
is a list of ideas!
Flowers - A traditional gift
Photo Album - A photo album
on Valentine’s Day, flowers are
is a sweet way to commemorate
sure to bring a smile to your loved
your memories together!
one’s face! Go to your local store
Compile a set of photos from
throughout your relationship and and pick out a bouquet, or shop
put them into a photo book. You online to pre-order an arrangement of flowers if you would like.
can make your own book and
print out photos, or you can create You can then either drop off the
flowers on your recipient’s doorphoto albums online and have
step, or have it delivered directly.
them sent out.
There are plenty of options if Either way, you’ll leave a beautiful
surprise for your loved one to
you want to create an album for
print online. A few options are at enjoy!
Chocolate - Chocolate is another
https://www.collage.com/photraditional gift that most everyto-books,
one loves! With so many different kinds of chocolates to choose
from, you can make your gift
extra special by getting
your loved one’s
favorite. There are
plenty of chocolates
in your local store,
and you can be sure plenty
will be in decorated boxes all
ready for gifting!
Or, if you would like, you can
order special chocolates from a
specific company online and have
it delivered as well. Whichever
you choose, they will be a sweet
treat!
Heart Candies - A staple of Val-

VALENTINE’S
DAY GIFT IDEAS
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entine’s
Day,
candy hearts
are a cute way
to sweeten up your
loved one’s day! From the
classic sugary conversation hearts,
to SweeTarts’s sour candy hearts,
to heart-shaped cinnamon jelly
beans, there are plenty of options
to choose from!
Bracelets - Bracelets are a fun
accessory that you can give to
your loved one! You can either get
one just for them, or you could
get matching or complementary
bracelets for the both of you!
Even better is if you make the
bracelets yourself - there are many
patterns and designs for yarn
bracelets that your loved one and
you could enjoy!
Mugs - Mugs are a practical gift
to give, and a great way to remind them of you when they go
to drink coffee in the morning!
There are many mugs to buy,
especially when it comes to Valentine’s Day themed or matching
mugs. You could even customize a
mug with a photo and order it online! Check out these options and
do some exploring of your own:
https://www.vistaprint.com/
photo-gifts/personalized-mugs?
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SWEET HOME
REVIEW

By Amy Yao and Morgan Blackmore
*Content Warning: suicide, depression, and abuse...
also small spoilers!!*
The popular Naver webcomic Sweet Home
created by Yeongchan Hwang and Kim Carnby—who also released the beloved series Bastard
—was recently adopted into a Netflix show after
its huge success. Sweet Home was directed by Lee
Eungbok, who produced Descendants of the Sun,
Mr. Sunshine, Goblin, and many other successful
films, and was developed by Studio Dragon. It
starred Song Kang, an uprising actor who was the
male lead in Love Alarm, Lee Do-hyun from Hotel Del Luna, and Lee Si-young from Liver or Die.
Sweet Home is an apocalyptic horror where
humans suddenly start becoming monsters due
to their desires. Hyung Soo, a depressed and
self-absorbed orphan moves to a new apartment
By Eliana Sauer
after the death of his whole family and plans his
Amidst all of the turmoil of 2020, live streamed musuicide, but is interrupted as monsters suddenly
sic performances have been a bright light for many. Liam
begin to appear with an unknown cause. TogethPayne, one quarter of the world famous group One Direcer with his flatmates and neighbors, they struggle
tion, was among the first to make this happen. Throughout to battle the monsters and find an escape in order
the year, Liam put on four shows that each raised money for to survive.
charities close to his heart, like the Trussell Trust food bank.
The webcomic gained an audience due to its
At the end of the year, Liam got together with his band to
unique art styles and coloring, stand-out genre,
perform one last live show on January 9. The show was en- and expansive plot. Each character provided a
titled LP Show- The Final Act and had a theme of past, pres- fresh personality and addition to the overall arch.
ent and future. This meant that he performed hits from his
With stunning cinematography and realistic
One Direction days, songs off his first album and his newest gore, all while retaining a comic-book feel, Sweet
single, “Midnight” with Alesso. Due to new London COVID Home lived up to our expectations. However, one
restrictions, the show was pre filmed and aired while Liam
may notice that throughout the show and into the
responded to fans and engaged via Twitter. During this final ending, changes were made to detail further seaact, Liam sang old favorites from previous shows, “Remem- sons. The final episode was such an unexpected
ber” and “Stack it Up”. He also shows new renditions of
yet satisfying conclusion that has left us and other
One Direction songs that fans have never heard him sing
Sweet Home fans waiting for the second season.
solo, like “18” and “Girl Almighty”. Liam also brought a new
Sweet Home is not a show for people who
cover into the set and sang his own version of Post Malone’s can’t handle darker themes, including abuse,
“Stay”. Overall, the show was very high quality, with very
blood, death, suicide, violence, monsters, and
intricate light design and camerawork. Liam sounded at the more. Even so, we would recommend those who
top of his game and remained very energetic and engaged
enjoy scary, realistic horror and thriller blend to
throughout the show. At the close of the LP Show- Final
watch this show. The episodes were also a perfect
Act, Liam tweeted, “Thank you. Here’s to the future”. Allength, around 45 minutes to an hour, and they
though this will be his last virtual show, Liam says he will
managed to perfectly condense the webtoon withhopefully be back very soon after taking a bit of a break to
out leaving out any important information while
write some music and work on his second solo album.
continuing at a steady pace.

LP SHOW- THE FINAL ACT
REVIEW

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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MR. MAYOR REVIEW

By Amy Qiao
If Parks and Recreation and 30 Rock had a child, it would be NBC/Peacock's newest show, Mr. Mayor. Premiering last Thursday, January 7th, the series has already gained the attention of many with a cast featuring Bobby
Moynihan, Holly Hunter, and Ted Danson, and writers Robert Carlock and Tina Freaking Fey. Before you ask, yes,
that is her real middle name. The new comedy follows retired Los Angeles businessman Neil Bremer as he unexpectedly becomes mayor and has to navigate the unfamiliar world of politics. There is plenty of political satire, and
references to cancel-culture and political correctness. After watching the first two episodes, I thought the show
was good. Just good. Don't get me wrong- I thought it was laugh-out-loud funny, and I personally identified with
Orly Bremer's Gen Z rage, but even perfectly-written jokes aren't enough to carry a show. To start off with, I had a
minor issue with the show's editing. The hand-held filming style is familiar with that of 30 Rock, Parks & Rec, and
The Office, but the camera-cutting seemed unnecessary at times and made dialogue hard to follow. This could be
brilliant film editing, but from the viewer's perspective, it makes the show hard to watch. The main issue I had was
the lack of a central goal. The first two episodes were very sitcom-like, having random events carry the episodes
but showing no purpose for a story-arc. The show lacks a specific reason for viewers to want to keep watching, and
at a certain point, the jokes might not be enough. However, many notable comedies such as Parks & Recreation and
30 Rock found their voice with time. These are only the first two episodes, and I can say with full confidence that
Mr. Mayor has everything it needs to become an iconic comedy.

WONDER
WOMAN
REVIEW

By Amira Pierotti
While Wonder Woman 1984
has mostly received great praise all
around, it has not come without
its fair share of controversy. Poor
writing and disappointing plot aside,
Wonder Woman 1984 falls into typical white saviorism narratives, disappointing fans who were excited to
see the trailblazing woman hero. In
particular, the scene in which Wonder Woman, played by Isreali actress
and IDF veteran Gal Gadot, saves
young Egyptian Muslim children
playing soccer, has received much
criticism. This scene simply perpetuates the idea of a “white savior” who
needs to rescue poor BIPoC civilians
living in treacherous conditions in
places like the Middle East.
Such a narrative ignores the fact
that European and American colonialism and warlike tendencies led
to the destabilization of developing countries. If white colonizers
30

had respected BIPoC communities’
autonomy and culture, countless
lives could have been saved. Instead
of learning from past mistakes,
however, American and European countries continue to infringe
upon developing nations, killing not
only soldiers but civilians. Instead
of becoming white saviors, these
countries could instead respect the
human rights of others.
This is extremely problematic
thinking that has led to some of the
most brutal and deadly wars in the
Middle East and Africa in the past
century. Gadot’s history with the
IDF certainly hasn’t helped the situation. Critics have pointed out that
Gadot was vocally supportive about
Israel’s Operation Protective Edge,
during which an Isreali rocket killed
children playing soccer on a beach
in Gaza in 2014. Many believe that
the scene in Wonder Woman 1984
directly refers to the same event. At
a time when Isreali-Arab tensions
are high, it was irresponsible and
offensive to include this scene in the
movie, once again bringing forth the
ideas of colonialism that has led to
www.jmmswordandshield.com

such havoc in the region in the first
place.
If Wonder Woman wanted to
make generational change for these
youth, she could have used her privilege for legislative advocacy, working to end the colonization of other
cultures and nations. She could
have uplifted human rights activists
across the globe who do not speak
on behalf of others but as a representative of their own people.
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VALENTINE’S DAY CRAFTS

By Jessica Jiang
Simple Origami Heart
Materials: Square piece of paper (to fit the Valentine’s Day Theme, reds, pinks, and purples would be best!)
Instructions
If only one side of your paper has the desired color, then place the paper down so that the opposite side is facing up.
Fold the paper in half diagonally, placing one corner on top of the other.
Unfold your sheet.
Fold the paper in half diagonally again, using the other two corners.
Unfold your sheet again.
Orient your sheet so that it looks like a diamond, with a corner facing up, right, down, and left (this helps with
visualization of the heart shape).
Fold the top corner to the center, where the diagonal creases from before intersect.
Place the bottom corner onto the newly created edge at the top and fold.
Fold the right and left bottom of the sheet up so that the bottom edges meet on the center line of the sheet. The
edges should both pass through or at least be relatively near where your bottom corner meets the top edge from
step 8.
At this point, you should have something that resembles a heart, with points on the top and sides of the two sides
of the heart. Fold these back a bit to make the heart more rounded.
And there’s your heart! You can hang them around your room, write notes on them, or even make a bouquet or
collection of them to give to someone!
For steps with pictures, see: https://www.origamiway.com/origami-heart.
Paper Rose
Materials: 3 squares (around 4.5 in x 4.5 in should suffice) of construction paper. Optionals: green construction
paper, straw.
Instructions
Take your 3 squares and fold them across a diagonal.
Fold the triangles in half two more times, so you get a total of 3 small triangles.
For each, pick a corner as the base. Cut off the other two corners by cutting along a semicircle shape so you’re left
with 3 pizza slice-shaped papers.
Cut a small bit off your base corners.
Open up the papers - you’ll see different sections of pizza slice-shaped
sections. From one of these papers, cut off one section. From another
paper, cut off two sections (keep these attached to each other). From
the third paper, cut off three sections (attached).
Glue each of these into a cone shape by either closing the gap from the cutout sections, or rolling the
section onto itself.
Place the smaller cones within each other and
glue them together.
Optional stem: Roll green construction paper
and glue onto a straw. Snip off any extra construction paper.
Snip the bottom of the rose to make a hole, and
place the straw within the hole.
There you have it - a pretty paper rose to enjoy! You can
place it in a vase, or make more to create a nice bouquet!
For steps with pictures, see: https://www.instructables.com/
How-to-Make-Real-Looking-Paper-Roses/
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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THE PROMISED
NEVERLAND

By Amy Yao
The Promised Neverland follows several orphans that
are raised in the Grace Field House. They are seperated
from the rest of society by walls and a gate that they are
told to never approach because the outside world is dangerous. The orphanage is a happy environment with their
caretaker, Mom, and everybody is a big family. Emma,
Norman, and Ray are approaching 12 years old, the latest
you can be to get adopted, when they go to the gate to give
their little sister, Conny, her stuffed animal that she forgot
when they discover the hidden secret of the orphanage.
They work together to escape beyond the wall without
their Mom discovering… but is it really safer on the outside?
The Promised Neverland manga was published starting in August 2016 and ending in June 2020, and due to
its success was adapted into an anime with it’s first season
that came out in January 2019.
Season two picks up after the 15 of the orphans led
by Emma and Ray escaping into the forest. Despite just
escaping their Mom, they are immediately faced with
more demons in the man-eating forest that they never
read of. They apply their knowledge from the clues that
they got from William Minerva and are saved by Sonju and Mujika, two demons who agree to help them to
Minerva’s location. Together, Sonju and Mujika teach the
orphans how to live in the wild forest by identifying safe
plants, hunting, and escaping the dangers of the forest
and the intelligent demons sent to collect their food. If
you’re interested in mystery fantasies with a unique plot
and intelligent characters, the Promised Neverland is just
the show for you. The Promised Neverland is available on
Hulu, Funimation, Netflix, Crunchyroll, and HBO Max.
Season two is currently airing one episode a week on Hulu
and Funimation.
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FEBRUARY POETRY
COLUMN

By Julianna Baldo and Emmie Digon
February Scenarios
Second month of the year,
Valentine’s day is also near.
Celebrate with that special someone,
Or proceed with your daily routine
Because this holiday isn’t for everyone.
To some, love is in the air,
To others, they just don’t care.
Chocolates, cards, and a sweet celebration.
Completing difficult responsibilities,
Along with the lack of much needed motivation.
Whatever scenario you are in, do not fear.
Try your best to persevere.
Hopefully, good things will soon appear.
Love
One warm day I was walking under an awning
And I saw a nest stuck up in a crevice under the
window ledge
As I looked closer, a blur of little blue feathers like a
small round balloon
Sailed down and wheeled around my head until I, a
giant, moved
Away from the meticulously woven and concealed
bundle
Cowering and squawking much like her. And I was
Amazed that this bird who wasn’t even 1/100
Of me would soar down so readily,
But then I realised it was so
Silly to be surprised
Because that
Is love

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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ASIAN DRAMAS TO LOOKOUT
FOR

By Amy Yao
Asian drama fans are certainly in for a treat as there are several new dramas set to be released in 2021. Here are some asian dramas that you can look
forward to! All of these should be available through either Netflix, Viki, or
Youtube.
True Beauty Season Two- True Beauty was originally a Naver Webtoon
series but due to enormous popularity, receiving over 100,000 likes for every
chapter, it was adapted to a Kdrama. After being ostracized for being unattractive, Ju-kyung learns to use makeup and transforms her appearance.
However, nobody knows how she truly looks outside of school until one
day, her handsome classmate Suho meets her without her makeup, and later
gets involved with Seojun, Suho’s previous best friend. The show takes us
through a journey from high school to work life with Ju-kyung, Suho, and
Seojun. Starring Cha Eunwoo, an idol from Astro who was also in My ID is
Gangnam Beauty as Suho, Hwang In-yeop as Seojun, and Moon Ga-young
as Ju-kyung, the show is packed with talented actors and actresses.
Love Alarm Season 2- Although Love Alarm doesn’t have an official
release date, it is expected to be released in the first half of 2021. Love Alarm
is an app that notifies people anytime someone who also has the app within a ten meter radius has romantic feelings for them, without giving their
identity. Hwang Sun-Oh, a popular, handsome, and rich model and his
childhood best friend/housekeeper’s son Lee Hye-Young both fall for Kim
Jojo. Fans of Love Alarm are undoubtedly eager for the second season to see
how the cliffhanger ending of the first plays out. The show stars Song Kong,
who plays Cha Hyun-Su in recent kdrama Sweet Home, Kim So-hyun from
Moon Embracing the Sun and Jung Ga-ram from 4th Place.
Hospital Playlist Season 2 is set to be released in April 2021. Hospital
Playlist follows five doctors who have been amazing friends since they entered medical university together in 1999, as well as other doctors and nurses who also work at the Yuljae Medical Center. They all perform in a band,
and the actors actually play the instruments as well, some of whom learned
for the show. Each character is lovable and unique, and the chemistry within
the friend group isn't just from knowing each other for a long time. Hospital
Playlist is a perfect mix of comedy, unpredictable romance, and friendship.
Snowdrop is set in 1987 and follows Im Soo-Ho, a graduate student who
runs into the female’s dormitory covered in blood and meets Eun YoungCho. Eun Young-Cho, immediately fell in love with Im Soo-Ho at first sight,
so she decides to nurse him back to health and hide him, despite the dangers.
The Remarried Empress is an ongoing web novel, and was turned into
a manhua that starred on Line and Naver Webtoon as well. Navier was a
perfect empress- she came from a wealthy family, was intelligent and kind,
and she and her husband ruled the Empire they built together. However,
one day, he comes home with his mistress, Rashta, and asks for a divorce. To
everyone’s surprise, she asks for a remarriage with Heinrey, the King of the
Western Empire. The Remarried Empress follows the story of all the events
that led up to her divorce and remarriage.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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THE NETFLIX ORIGINAL: BRIDGERTON

By Amy Yao
The Bridgertons are an elite family in Regency, England, and the social season is approaching. Daphne Bridgerton, their eldest daughter and an illegible debutante is attempting to get courted and married in her first season.
She is praised by the queen but criticized by Lady Whistledown, a controversial yet important news reporter whom
everybody believes the word of. The Duke of Hastings is also back in London but isn’t interested in marrying.
Together, they decide to fool Lady Whistelown and everyone else of their fake relationship. Bridgerton is full of
romance, scandals, rumors, seductions, balls and more.
Bridgerton was released on Netflix on December 25th and became the number one show in the United States
by Chris Van Dusen and produced by Shonda Rhimes. It is based on Julia Quinn's bestselling novels. Since then, it
has remained in the top ten, and is currently number three. It was created by the same company who made Grey’s
Anatomy and How to
Get Away with Murder, so
it wasn’t a surprise that
Bridgerton was very well
shot. There were elaborate outfits as well as gorgeous gardens and mansions. The cast took dance
lessons for their balls and
had promenades and many
other aspects that made
it clear that Bridgerton had
an extravagant budget.
The show has been praised
for its progressiveness.
It includes modern themes,
such as pop songs Thank
U Next by Ariana Grande
and Bad Guy by Billie
Eilish played in a string
quartet, while incorporating historical themes as
well such as promendes,
debutantes, etc. The s*x
scenes were meant to be
from a female’s point of
view, since more often than not, they are shot for men and objectify women. There’s somewhat of diversity within
the cast unlike British history with Duke Hastings, the main male lead, as well as his friends, parents, and the queen
are all black. They explain that since the king took a fonding to the queen, and since then it seems as if racism has
simply vanished from Britain. However, there weren’t any Asians or Latinx people in any supporting roles. Personally, the cast felt a little lacking as if only casted to seem diverse- tokenism. As the story takes place in 1838, they
highlight that a woman's place in society at the time was to marry a man and have children for an heir. However,
Eloise, Daphne’s younger sister, is different. She doesn’t want to marry like everyone else and would rather continue her education. Likewise, the Duke of Hastings was genuinely not interested in marrying until he met Daphne.
I felt like Daphne was meant to be someone who was different: she caught the eye of the duke as she had witty responses and wasn’t predictable. However, I felt like despite the fact that Daphne was supposed to be very different,
she still fit the stereotypical role of family oriented, naive and ignorant submissive girl who wanted to be a mother.
The plot felt similar to a lot of other shows: Lady Whistledown was similar to Gossip Girl, and the pretending to
be in a relationship reminded me of To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before.

ONE PIECE’S 1,000TH CHAPTER: A MILESTONE

By Amy Yao and Sophia Jiang
One Piece takes place in an alternative world full of pirates, talking snail telephones, man eating plants, and
many more strange things. It tells the story of Monkey D. Luffy, who’s looking for the greatest treasure, the One
Piece, and his pirate crew that he forms. As they sail through the seas, they help out others due to their strong sense
of justice, creating long lasting friendships and memories, as well as gaining more notoriety. One Piece is an action
packed adventure with amazing fight scenes as well as twists and turns that are sure to pull anyone’s heart strings.
First published in December of 1997, the famous ongoing manga and anime series, One Piece, has captured the
hearts of many. Its creative storyline, unique drawing style, and intricate and emotional plot development allows
it to be one of the most world-renowned and best-selling manga of all time. They have also released fourteen One
Piece movies due to their highly successful series. Eiichiro Oda, the writer of One Piece, has been working nonstop
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since the very first chapter was printed 23 years ago. When asked about what motivates him to restlessly draw for
two decades straight, he responded, “One thing that keeps me motivated to keep drawing One Piece is that I want
to draw the last chapter. The last chapter is amazing!” Throughout the 23 years that fans have been waiting for the
One Piece to be revealed, Oda has caused viewers to smile, laugh, and cry. It was just last month that Oda wrote his
1000th chapter, a huge milestone that is being celebrated by fans all over the world. Because of this achievement,
the very first official One Piece global character poll is being held online (vote here: https://onepiecewt100.com/
en/vote). Although One Piece has already reached 1000 chapters, the rest of the story awaits. The characters still
have many more adventures to experience, and there is no doubt that the fans will shed more tears during the next
few years.

A BOOK REVIEW OF FRANKENSTEIN BY
MARY SHELLEY

By Sophia Jiang
In today’s modern society, the
word “Frankenstein” generally refers
to the stitched Halloween monster
that haunts the dreams of many children. However, what people don’t
know is that Frankenstein is actually
an intricate character of a book written by a prominent female author. In
fact, “Frankenstein” is not the name
of a monster, but rather the name
of a doctor who created a monster.
Written by Mary Shelley in 1818,
Frankenstein is a unique novel that
embodies various literary themes.
The story begins with a series
of letters, written by a man named
Walton and addressed to his sister.
In these letters, Walton speaks of a
man who he had recently befriended, named Victor Frankenstein.
Frankenstein tells Walton his personal story, which Walton recites in
his letters.
To sum up the story, Frankenstein created a hideous creature who
kills many of his loved ones, and is
currently trying to hunt him down
and get revenge. It may seem that
the unnamed creature is the classic
“bad guy” of the story; however, this
is far from true. The creature is a
sad, tortured soul who is shunned by

society for his grotesque features. He
is angry that Frankenstein created
him just to throw him away and let
him suffer.
Shelley causes the viewer to sympathize with both Frankenstein and
the creature. We sympathize with
the creature because he is mistreated and abused simply because he is
unattractive.
Nobody tries to help him, and
he feels alone and resentful. The
creature is a kind person, but society
continues to outcast him due to his
alarming facial features.
The creature only committed
murder because he was enraged
with the cruel world. Frankenstein
reflects the harsh reality of society, where many people are judged
based on their appearances. On the
other hand, we sympathize with
Frankenstein because he has to pay
the price for his creation. He feels
guilty that he made a rampaging
monster. It was Frankenstein’s greed
for knowledge that caused his life,
and the creature’s life, to fall apart.
Frankenstein point of view brings
forth yet another struggle of modern
day society-- the consequences of
knowledge.
Humanity’s pursuit of knowledge can backfire in the same way
it did for Frankenstein. Knowing
too much can be as poisonous as not
knowing anything.
Not only does Frankenstein
provide a considerable amount of
insight, it is written by a self-directwww.jmmswordandshield.com

ed, strong female author.
Mary Shelley lived during times
where women were restricted by
societal standards. However, Shelley
rebelled against conventions and
followed her heart. She was not the
first in her family to have feminist
beliefs, however. Her mother was
Mary Wollstonecraft, who was a
founding feminist philosopher and
is still celebrated to this day. Mary
Shelley, like her mother, was an
inspiring figure who helped spark
a new era. She was a unique woman and author whose excellence is
reflected in Frankenstein.

Book Cover
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HOROSCOPES
By Caleigh Christy
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Libra (Sep
23 - Oct 22):
Your best
qualities will represent
an allure unseen. You’ll
be approached by many
new people seeking
relationships, but the
first choice out of these
options may not be the
best one.

Scorpio (Oct 23
- Nov 21): You’ll
have to patiently
wait for your
turn, but don’t see this as
a negative sign. Let your
dreams grow bigger than
ever before, and your
turn to shine will come
sooner than you think.

Saggittarius
(Nov 22 - Dec
21): Don’t act too
rashly this month,
instead channel your
impulsivity and anger
through creativity. Find an
outlet that lets you release
all negativity you’ve experienced.

Capricorn
(Dec 22
- Jan 19):
Take this
month to relax. You
know how to work
hard and play hard, but
now is the time to take
a step back and work
for yourself for once.
It’s alright to leave the
work behind.

Aquarius
(Jan 20
- Feb 18):
Don’t be afraid to be
vulnerable this month.
Take a risk and open
up emotionally, there’s
a whole world waiting
for you just as long as
you can allow yourself
to be seen.

Pisces (Feb
19 - March
20): Forget
the past, forget
any heartbreak. Any past
pain that’s been dragging
you down needs to be
left behind. It’s time to
move forward, no matter
how hard it may be.

Aries (March 21
- April 19):
You’ve had someone you’ve been
pining over, and all the
effort to win their attention
hasn’t been for nothing.
That special someone is finally going to come to their
senses, so now’s the time to
shoot your shot!

Taurus
(April 20 May 20): You
can be quite
stubborn Taurus, you’re
an unmoving force to
be reckoned with. Use
this to your advantage
this month and stand
up for yourself. Don’t
let anyone tell you what
path to take other than
the one you want.

Gemini (May
21 - June 20):
Others will be
threatened by
your success, but don’t
let them stop you from
shining as bright as
you can. Keep pushing
forward and make it to
the next level of your
goals.

Cancer (June
21 - July 22):
This month,
you’ll face some people
from your past. These
people will also revive
negative memories.
Remember why you left
them in the first place
and don’t let them sneak
back into your life.

Leo (July 23 Aug 22): For
once, it’s not
your time to
shine. You’re going to
have to step back and
reevaluate the best way
to reach new success.
It’s time to roll up your
sleeves and put in the
work to shine once again.

Virgo (Aug
23 - Sep 22):
This month
is all about
second chances, but not
for someone else - but
for yourself. It’s time to
make amends, fix your
mistakes from your
past, and move on with
your life.
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SPORTS
BADGER BASKETBALL
COOLS OFF

By Tanay Desai
The Badger basketball team had a red hot start
to the season, but everytime the team seemed to be
getting a big win streak going, the team would lose to
an inferior opponent. The Badgers now sit at 12-4, but
still very much in contention for a top 4 spot in the Big
Ten. A top 4 spot ensures that the Badgers receive a
double bye in the all-important Big Ten Tournament
at the conclusion of the regular season. Atop the Big
Ten right now are Michigan Wolverines, who beat the
Badgers after going on a 43-6 run. Wisconsin’s Nate
Reuvers who had started many games in a row for the
team, has now been benched for Tyler Wahl. On the
bright side, the Badgers have a rising star in freshman
Jonathan Davis. D’Mitrik Trice continues to lead the
Badgers in points, while Micah Trice leads in rebounds.

THE UNITED STATES
WINS THE WORLD
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

By Tanay Desai
The United States of America’s Men's Junior Hockey
Team has pulled off a tremendous victory, upsetting
the heavily favored Canadian Men's Junior Hockey
Team team. The US won gold in Edmonton, Alberta
on a 2-0 win. Former Badger and Los Angeles Kings
prospect player Alex Turcotte scored the first goal
in the game. The second goal came shortly after the
start off the second period came from the most valuable player of the tournament and a draft pick by the
Anaheim Ducks Trevor Zegras. The goal was record
setting for Trevor Zegras, as he set the record for most
points at the World Junior Championship for American Hockey. Canada had significantly more shots
than the Americans the rest of the second period and
in the third, but goaltender Spencer Knight, who also
goaltends for Boston College and is a prospect for the
Florida Panthers, stood strong and did not let the puck
slip past him. The United States has won four straight
Gold Medal matches against the Candians in the Junior
Hockey Championship. The future is bright for American hockey.
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SUPERTEAM
FORMS IN
BROOKLYN AS
NBA SEASON
CONTINUES

By Sanjay Palta-Hill
Despite some postponements,
the NBA season is going along. The
league administration has imposed
stricter rules to ensure that the
season can continue in the midst of
the pandemic. This unusual season
has been full of surprises. People may
not have foreseen the Philadelphia
76ers or the Indiana Pacers leading
the Eastern Conference ahead of the
Milwaukee Bucks, but this season has
revealed many surprising contenders.
Perhaps the most exciting transaction
of the season occurred on January 13
when superstar James Harden was
traded to the Brooklyn Nets, joining
a pair of superstars in Kyrie Irving
and Kevin Durant. There’s been no
shortage of action so far in the NBA
season.
The Western Conference has
been relatively predictable for the
most part this year. The Los Angeles
Clippers, Los Angeles Lakers, and
Utah Jazz round out the top three in
the Western Conference standings.
Sitting in fourth place, the Phoenix
Suns have been a surprise to many.
They have relied on phenom guards
in Chris Paul and Devin Booker to
pile up victories. The Portland Trail
Blazers, Memphis Grizzlies, Dallas
Mavericks, and Denver Nuggets
follow the Phoenix Suns. These
teams have underperformed their
own expectations from the beginning
of the year, but the season is still in
its early stages, and they are well on
their ways to postseason appearances. After star shooting guard Klay
38

Thompson suffered a season-ending
injury, many people were doubtful
that the Golden State Warriors could
compete with Stephen Curry and a
less-than-ideal surrounding roster.
However, Stephen Curry has shown
his value this season and is largely
responsible for many of the team’s
victories. The Warriors are currently
the first team out of the playoffs, but
they are not far behind the Nuggets
and Mavericks. With lots of games
left to be played, the Western Conference standings are sure to shuffle.
Things have been a bit more wild
in the Eastern Conference. Many
expected the Milwaukee Bucks, Boston Celtics, or Brooklyn Nets to run
away with the conference, but it may
be surprising to find none of these
teams at the top of the standings.
Instead, the Philadelphia 76ers and
Indiana Pacers are leading the way
in the East, with the Bucks not far
behind. Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons have been essential for Philadelphia’s success. Malcolm Brogden
and a stifling defense led by center
Myles Turner have fueled Indiana’s
surge. The Bucks shuffled up their
roster a bit during the offseason, and
it’s showing early in the season. The
team is still building chemistry, and
Giannis hasn’t looked like his normal
MVP self, but it will be interesting
to see if they start to catch fire as
the season progresses. The Boston
Celtics sit immediately behind the
Bucks. The Celtics have thrived off of
the excellence of Jayson Tatum and
Jaylen Brown, and the return of star
guard Kemba Walker will certainly
help them.
The 76ers, Pacers, Bucks, and
Celtics have led the way so far, but
many other teams are on the rise.
The Brooklyn Nets entered the season with championship hopes after
hiring head coach Steve Nash and
building a deep roster around superwww.jmmswordandshield.com

stars Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant.
Their aspirations seemed to come
closer to a reality after trading for
James Harden, a player regarded by
many as the greatest scorer basketball
has ever seen. One may think that a
team with such a three-headed trio
would be nearly invincible, but the
team has shown some weaknesses
since the trade. Defense and depth
have been the biggest concerns for
the Nets, as they lost a lot of their
depth and defensive talent in the
trade for Harden. The revamped
team beat the Magic and the Bucks
in its first two games but has lost to
the Cleveland Cavaliers twice since
then. It may be even more astonishing to find the Brooklyn Nets ranked
seventh in the Eastern Conference
standings. The Cleveland Cavaliers
and Atlanta Hawks, two teams that
weren’t projected by many to be
contenders, find themselves ahead of
Brooklyn. Perhaps most surprising
of all is the New York Knicks being
ranked eighth, putting them in the
playoffs if the season ended today.
As we know, however, the season is
far from over, and the races in each
conference are sure to become more
competitive and unpredictable as the
playoffs near.
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PACKERS ROLL TO NFC
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

By Tanay Desai
The Green Bay Packers finished the season with a 13-3
record. In the process, they ended up at the top of the NFC
standings and earned a first round bye in the NFL playoffs.
Much of the Packers’ success can be accredited to Aaron
Rodgers, who seems to be the clear favorite for the MVP
award. On January 16, the Packers faced the Los Angeles
Rams for a chance to advance to the NFC Championship
game.
The Rams came to Lambeau Field fresh off a resounding victory over the Seattle Seahawks in their first playoff
game. The Rams’ defense was able to contain star quarterback Russell Wilson, and running back Cam Akers was able
to fuel an offense that lacked a healthy quarterback. Their
encounter with Green, Bay, however, was much different.
Green Bay’s offense proved too much to handle, and the
Packers cruised to a 32 to 18 victory. They will now take
on Tom Brady and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the NFC
Championship for a chance to go to the Super Bowl.

BADGERS WIN MAYO
BOWL

By Tanay Desai
The Wisconsin Badgers capped off a turbulent 2020 season with a shattering, quite literally,
victory over the Wake Forest Demon Deacons.
While the Mayo Bowl may not be a well-known
bowl in the college football world, the events that
took place immediately after the game certainly
put the tiny bowl game on the map. The Badgers’
victory was shattering because immediately after,
during the post-game celebration, Wisconsin
Quarterback Graham Mertz dropped the Mayo
Bowl Trophy and the crystal structure shattered
into pieces. Several Wisconsin players filmed the
incident and it went viral on twitter and instagram shortly after. Badgers Head Coach Paul
Chryst chuckled and said, “We just wanted everybody to have a piece of the trophy.” Just like the
Mayo Bowl trophy, the Demon Deacons offense
shattered.
Wake Forest Demon Deacons quarterback
Sam Hartman, threw 4 straight interceptions,
leading to 21 straight points for the Badgers and
setting up a 42-28 victory. The game did not
look all that promising for the Badgers, as Wake
Forest jumped out to a 14-0 lead and the Wisconsin offense looked out of sync just as it had every
game since the Michigan game. However, with
some help from the Badger defense for momentum, Badger QB Graham Mertz was able to find
his footing and deliver some key passes to help
the offene click. Badger running backs Groshek,
Berger and fullbacks John Chenal and Mason
Stokke combined for 4 touchdowns, while Graham Mertz had 2 touchdowns on the day. Much
to the disappointment of College Football Fans
around the country, Head Coach Paul Chyrst was
not doused with Mayonnaise after the game in
the traditional gatorade shower for the winning
coach.
The Badgers will begin their offseason, and
with that there will be some new arrivals from the
incoming recruiting class, key departures for the
NFL Draft, and key returnees for the 2021 season.
With one of the highest rated recruiting classes
coming in, the future is bright in Madison.
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SECOND HALF OF CLUB SOCCER
SEASON HEATING UP ACROSS VARIOUS COMPETITIONS

By Nolan Sullivan
As expected, club soccer league play has carried on throughout Europe;
despite occasional Covid-19 related hiccups from clubs like Aston Villa back
in December. In the Premier League, where cases hit a season high that month,
things have also begun to level off a bit. Speaking of the Premier League, it certainly has been living up to its hype as arguably the best soccer league in the world. With
just over half of the seasons’ 38 games already having been played, there seems to
be a four horse race for the title between Leicester City, Liverpool, and both Manchester City and Manchester
United. In the meantime, clubs like Tottenham, Everton, and even West Ham of all teams are just on the outside
looking in. While every team is vying for the top spot and the glory that comes along with it, it is important to
remember that each of the top six spots hold great significance. The fifth and sixth placed teams at the end of the
season earn qualification for the UEFA Europa League, while places one through four gain entry into the group
stages of the UEFA Champions League. Both competitions are highly respected across the sport and contain some
of the best soccer seen in Europe each year. In other European countries, domestic club soccer competitions are
just beginning their knockout stages alongside cup finals being played. In France, PSG were crowned as winners
of the Tropheé des Championes, which is a match played between the winner of France’s Ligue 1 and Coupe de
France from the previous campaign. Over in Italy, the Coppa Italia is underway with the quarterfinals of the tournament, and in Spain, the Round of 16 of the Copa del Rey carries on. Also in Spain, the Supercopa de España took
place this past month, which saw underdog Athletic Bilbao take home the trophy after defeating both Real Madrid
and FC Barcelona in the 4-team tournament. Athletic Club, which is based in the Basque Country of Spain, has a
unique policy that allows them to only bring in players that either grew up in or trained in greater Basque Country
during their lives. While some think that this rule is only holding the club back, others see results like this one in
the Supercopa de España as proof that having home grown players and club loyalty promotes a winning culture.
the Buckeyes to handle.
Ohio State knocked off a highly-touted Clemson football team
led by top NFL prospect Trevor
Lawrence to earn its spot in the
national title game. On the other
side of the playoff bracket, Alabama
defeated Notre Dame to advance to
the championship game as well. The
final match was a contest between
two powerhouses with rosters full
By Sanjay Palta-Hill
of NFL talent. The game wasn’t
The Alabama Crimson Tide
really much of a contest, however,
defeated the Ohio State Buckeyes
by a score of 52 to 34 in the College as Alabama dominated right from
the start and showed the world their
Football National Championship
on January 11, handing head coach other-worldly capabilities. Quarterback Mac Jones threw for 464 yards
Nick Saban his seventh national
title. Ohio State came into the game and five touchdowns, three of which
were caught by his Heisman-winhot after upsetting a formidable
Clemson team the week before, but ning receiver, Devonta Smith. On
Alabama proved to be too much for the other side of the ball, Alabama’s

ALABAMA
SECURES
SEVENTH
NATIONAL
TITLE UNDER
COACH SABAN
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suffocating defense was able to keep
Ohio State quarterback Justin Fields
in check, allowing only one touchdown and 194 yards through the
air. After 60 minutes of football had
been played, Alabama emerged as
the clear winner.
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TOP QUARTERBACKS
MOVE ON IN THE DIVISIONAL ROUND

By Tanay Desai
The NFL’s final four features arguably the four
best quarterbacks in the league: Tom Brady, Josh
Allen, Patrick Mahomes III, and Aaron Rodgers.
Each quarterback led their respective teams to
relatively comfortable victories in the divisional
round. The first game of the weekend was in Green
By Sophia Jiang
Bay between the league’s best offense and the LA
Players are facing harsh quarantine measures as they
Rams and their top defense. Although Rams defenprepare for the 2021 Australian Open. Because two
sive lineman, and the best defensive player in the
non-tennis player passengers tested positive upon arrival
to Melbourne, the players are to stay confined in their ho- league, Aaron Donald was banged up, the Rams detel rooms and are not allowed to leave. Bianca Andreescu’s fense was expected to keep their team in the league.
While at times the game was in reach for LA, the
coach also tested positive for Covid-19. Luckily, nobody
else from the flight tested positive. With one week to train Packers led for most of the game. The dagger, as
Packers radio announcer Wayne Larrivee likes to
and four weeks to quarantine, competitors will officially
say, came on a 58 yard pass from Aaron Rodgers
start playing on February 8, three weeks later than usual,
running until February 21. Players are not happy with the to Allen Lazard, who dropped a very catchable ball
the previous play. The Packers had an impressive
short training period, as they are prone to injuries if they
running performance once again, propelling them
rest for too long. Kazakhstan’s Yulia Putintseva said that
to a 32-18 victory and sending Sean McVay and
she wasn’t told that whole plane loads of players could be
the LA Rams home. The next game of the weekend
affected, and said she might not have travelled to Melbourne if she had known. Romanian player Sorana Cirstea came from the league’s second smallest market:
Buffalo, New York. Although there may have only
wrote on Twitter: “I have no issues to stay 14 days in the
been 6,700 Bills Fans at Orchard Park, they were
room watching Netflix. Believe me this is a dream come
wild enough to make it feel as though there were
true, holiday even. What we can’t do is COMPETE after
50,000 fans in the stadium. The weather played
we have stayed 14 days on a couch. This is the issue, not
a big factor in the game, as both kickers missed 2
the quarantine rule.”
field goals each. The deciding moment in the game
20-time grand slam champion Roger Federer ancame in the second half as the Ravens were driving
nounced that he would not be attending the 2021 Ausand were within 10 yards of the Endzone. Reigntralian Open. Federer had recently received arthroscopic
ing MVP Lamar Jackson threw a pick which was
surgery in his right knee and is making a slow recovery.
returned 101 yards, giving the Bills an insurmountWhen asked about his current condition, Federer said, “I
able 17-3 lead. Lamar Jackson left the game with a
would have hoped that I would be 100% in October. But I
am still not today. It will be tight for the Australian Open." concussion after a big hit, on a drive shortly after
the interception. The first game on Sunday was
Federer’s wife, Mirka, also disapproved of the idea. Since
a matchup featuring the league’s most surprising
players have to quarantine for two weeks before and after
team, and the reigning Super Bowl Champs: The
the tournament, it would mean that Federer would be
Cleveland Browns and the Kansas City Chiefs. To
away from the family for five weeks. If the family were to
travel with him, they would have to spend an inconvenient the surprise of many football fans, the Browns were
competitive in this game, however, their own misamount of time quarantining. Federer agreed, publicly
saying, “[age] 39, four kids, 20 Grand Slams. I am no longer takes ultimately cost them the game. One of these
in time to be away from my family for five weeks.” Federer mistakes includes a fumble out of bounds in the
endzone, which turned a surefire Browns touchis known as one of the greatest tennis legends in history,
down to a touchback for Kansas City.
setting an astonishing record of twenty grand slam titles.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN
UPDATES
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SUPER WILD CARD
WEEKEND

By Tanay Desai
NFL Fans were treated to two days of triple headers. This is the first year that the NFL has included a
seventh seed in its playoffs, and thus two extra playoff
games came with it. The two seventh seeds this year
are the Indianapolis Colts and the Chicago Bears, who
backed their way into the playoffs. The former, the
Colts played in the first game of the weekend against
the Buffalo Bills. To the surprise of many, the Indianapolis Colts played a very close game with the Buffalo
Bills. The Colts had one last chance to score a touchdown and win the game, pulling off one of the biggest
upsets in playoff history, however, they fell short on
the last drive. The next game of Wild Card weekend
was the 3 seed Seattle Seahawks hosting the 6 seed LA
Rams. Despite being favored, the Seattle offense could
not handle defensive player of the year candidates
Aaron Donald, Jalen Ramsey and head coach candidate Brandon Staley. After quarterback John Wolford
was injured, Jared Goff stepped in for the Rams and
played with three screws in his thumb. The last game
of the night was the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the
Washington Football Team. Despite a loss, Washington Football Team quarterback Taylor Heinicke won
many hearts with his courageous performance as the
5th string quarterback. Heinicke showed a lot of grit,
and kept the Football Team in the game with his gutsy
performance. However, Tom Brady, a top 10 defense,
and one of the best wide receiving corps in the history of the NFL was ultimately too much to overcome.
The second day of triple headers started with one of
the more anticipated matchups of the weekend, the
Tennessee Titans versus the Baltimore Ravens. The
next game was between one of the worst teams in
the playoffs, the Chicago Bears, and the New Orleans
Saints. This game was also broadcasted on Nickelodeon. The Bears defense got many stops, however just
like the theme for the whole year, the Bears offense
could not click and cost them the game. The weekend
ended with one of the most surprising results. The
Cleveland Browns without some offensive lineman and
head coach Kevin Stefanski due to Covid-19, marched
into Pittsburgh and defeated the Steelers with ease. The
Browns have not won a playoff game in many years,
so this is the biggest victory in the modern era for the
Browns.
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Star quarterback Patrick Mahomes had to leave the
game in concussion protocol after he landed awkwardly on a tackle, however, he will be cleared for the AFC
Championship game. Backup Chad Henne was able to
give the Chiefs the victory after running 14 yards on a
3rd and 14 and the Chiefs converted a short 4th and
inches on a gutsy play call by Head Coach Andy Reid.
To cap off the weekend, two legends faced off in an
intra-division matchup. Tom Brady’s Buccaneers and
Drew Brees’s Saints faced off for the last time, as Brees
is rumored to be retiring after the season. Brees unfortunately will not be going out as a champion, as the
Saints had 4 turnovers giving the luckiest quarterback
in NFL history, Tom Brady, 4 easy drives to put up 4
touchdowns and advance to the championship game.
The neutral fan was not disappointed with these results
as we now have the following championship game
quarterback matchups: Tom Brady versus Aaron Rodgers and Patrick Mahomes versus Josh Allen.
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COLLEGE
BASKETBALL
REACHES
REGULAR
SEASON
MIDPOINT

By Nolan Sullivan
When people think of college
basketball, there’s always a few
universities that immediately
come to mind. These are teams
that are consistent, proven winners, and hold a strong tradition
of winning within their program.
Historically, six schools have
stood out as clear choices for the
list: Kentucky, Duke, Indiana,
UCLA, North Carolina, and Kansas. In the past decade or so, it has
been fair to expect at least two to
three of these schools to either
top their respective conference
rankings or make deep runs in
March Madness.
Yet, in a time where it seems
like nothing can be normal, it
seems like we’ve found another odd commodity. Before the
season started, each of those six
teams except for Indiana could
be found in the Associated Press’
(AP) Top 25 Poll. Now, as we
get closer and closer to the end
of conference play, only Kansas
has been able to consistently hold
a spot in those rankings. So far
Gonzaga, from the lesser-known
West Coast Conference have
been the undisputed favorites to
win it all come tournament time.
Led by Senior small forward Corey Kispert and electric freshman

guard Jalen Suggs, the Bulldogs
tive effort from that group, while
look primed to make up for their also getting increased contribu2017 national championship loss tions from their young bench.
to North Carolina.
Here in Madison, our Badgers are another team looking to
make a splash come tournament
time in March. After a frustrating
end to the 2019-20 season due
to Covid-19, Wisconsin looks to
replicate the same success they
had coming down the stretch last
March. Senior guard D’mitrik
Trice continues his great play
while also continuously showing
to be the clutchest player on the
team, and forward Micah Potter
has shown his ability to stretch
the floor and shoot from three
Jalen Suggs
when the team needs it most.
While the Badgers haven’t
been bad by any means, some
question whether or not they will
be able to keep up with the fierce
competition in Big Ten play. A
blowout loss to Michigan this
past month was a real eye opener
for the team, and hopefully will
have motivated them to perform
better.
They have a tough schedule
ahead, with the likes of Iowa,
Illinois, and Michigan; all teams
who have lineups filled with
star talent. One thing that the
Badgers do have on their side
coming down the stretch is their
experience. The average age of
the five seniors starting for Bucky
is 22.6 years, which, surprisingly
enough, is exactly one year higher
than that of the Chicago Bulls. If
the Badgers want to be competiCorey Kispert
tive come March and April, they
are going to need a strong, collecwww.jmmswordandshield.com
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OPINIONS

EMPHASIZING HARM REDUCTION POLITICS
By Maggie Di Sanza

In recent years, what are traditionally known as “harm-reduction politics” have taken electoralism by storm,
and allowed for both realistic and revolutionary concepts to be at the forefront of liberal ideologies. As explained
by the Harm Reduction Journal, “Harm reduction policies and attitudes in the United States have advanced substantially in recent years,” and the effects are overtly apparent when analyzing the aftermath of the 2020 presidential election. From “Settle for Biden” mentalities, to people writing in Bernie Sanders on their ballots, harm reduction - and its opposition - is defensibly timely. The term “harm reduction” originated within the public health
sphere, as it was developed during the AIDs epidemic throughout the 1980s, and known as a progressive critique
of the “war on drugs.” For instance, instead of pretending to save people from drug addiction, the “harm reduction” approach to solving the realities of the abuse of drugs, is to provide social services that mitigate the harmful
effects of drug addiction. Throughout the 1980s and 1990s, this meant setting up needle exchange programs that
could provide people who were addicted to heroin with clean needles.
When applied to electoral politics, harm reduction refers to voting for Democrats with the intention of curbing Republican appeal and influence, while recognizing that establishment politics are dangerous, whether or
not a Republican or Democrat is in office. More casually referred to as “voting for the lesser-evil,” this practice in
voting is an important yet intensely frustrating practice. We must approach “harm reduction” politics and voting
with immense caution. In many cases, harm reduction politics has been perceived as a means to an end, encouraging voters to view single election cycles as the be-all and end-all of politics. The fundamental problem with this
mentality, is that traditional elections inherently invoke such a reaction.
Substantial change requires lasting social struggle in all aspects of life, and legitimate gains in the fight for universal liberation cannot be defined, achieved, or prevented from a single election; however, the lives of
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historically marginalized communities can be protected and valued in single elections. The expansion of social
services, general public attitudes towards discrimination policies, and “us vs. them” mentalities are all up for grabs
in elections.
The unimaginable damage that the Trump Administration administered in the past four years is a clear example of this. In just one term, the Trump Administration rolled back on countless Obama-era policies that protected people of color, LGBTQ+ people, women, and low-income communities. On top of that, the rise of alt-right
politics became all too apparent, and there was a significant rise in hate crimes. This is certainly not to say that
the Obama Administration was free from criticism, from bailing out banks and auto companies at the expense of
working families, mass deportations, and expanding drone warfare, they created a great deal of harm.
That being said, they prevented harm by - in many cases - preventing discriminatory policies and leaders from
being enacted.
Harm-reduction politics is not about creating an idealist future that everyone can back, it is about protecting
our society’s most vulnerable. Believing that a more just and equitable world can be achieved, and compromising
some values to prevent the most amount of harm you can do not have to exist in isolation with one another. We
can encourage both radical and revolutionary change and mentalities, while simultaneously advocating for immediate, and need-based services and relief.

AP TESTS MUST BE HELD ONLINE

By Maggie Di Sanza
As of January 18th, 2021, the College Board is still unsure of whether or not they will administer AP Tests
online or in-person. As COVID-19 cases continue to rise, vaccine distribution in the United States is delayed,
and hospitalizations and death rates skyrocket, it would be incredibly irresponsible for the College Board to
hold AP Tests in-person. Can you imagine hundreds of students crammed into the Alliant Energy center all to
take a standardized test? The lack of decision-making ability from the College Board exemplifies not only their
profit-driven motivations, but their completely backwards educational values: A moral compass that compares
the lives and health of students and their families, with that of standardized testing success. We cannot prioritize
the desire to get a ‘5’ on an AP
World History exam with the
health and safety of the MMSD
community, and ultimately
Southern Wisconsin.
Madison currently is increasing by 162 COVID-19 cases each day, with an increased
death rate by 51%. To say that
it is unsafe to have hundreds
of students gather is an understatement. Regardless of safety
measures like social distancing,
mask mandates, hand sanitizer
and population limits, the risk
is too great. The fact that this is
even a decision for the College
Board displays the complete
inadequacy of their leadership
when it comes to equity, accessibility, and general regard
for the lives and education of
students. No standardized test
is worth losing the life of our community peers.
Virtual tests during 2020 did not go smoothly - to say the least. From students being unable to submit their
tests, to retakes, to cheating policies, there was no easy solution; but after a year of trial and error, I have confidence that the College Board - with all of the funding students, families, and districts have provided them - can
make virtual testing much simpler in 2021.
Don’t get me wrong, standardized testing is generally morally deplorable, pandemic or not; however, it is in
times of crisis that the real motivations of organizations like the College Board are made transparent. If the College Board valued the lives of students, teachers, and families around the country, this would be an easy decision.
AP Tests can and should be administered in a virtual format.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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VALENTINE’S DAY: ROSE OR THORN?
A CELEBRATION OF
LOVE
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By Mihika Shivakumar
Everybody knows what Valentine’s Day represents
in modern culture: romance, chocolate, roses, and love.
One day a year dedicated to the celebration of being
in love. For some, people have a significant other to
celebrate with, but others choose to celebrate their love
in different ways. The preconceived notions of Valentine’s Day can feel outdated, but that doesn’t mean that
we don’t have to have a celebration of love.
Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to be the celebration
of romantic love anymore: the ideas behind that feel
exclusionary to many- people who can’t be with their
significant other without fear, people who don’t have
a romantic significant other. But Valentine’s Day isn’t
just a celebration for couples, it’s a celebration of every
form of love, from family to friendship. Not everybody
has a lot of people in their life, but Valentine’s Day is a
time to celebrate the people they love in their life.
Many people can’t celebrate with their romantic
partner out of fear, which is one of the terrible things
about our world. But that’s not the fault of Valentine’s
day, which is just another day of the year for people to
show how much they love each other.
Even if not romantic, platonic love is one of the
most important things in the world. The family you
create with the people around you is just as important
to any person as a relationship, and they deserve to be
celebrated as well. The concept that romantic love

THE HYPE IS
ALIENATING

By Amira Pierotti
Love...roses...chocolate. Romance is exciting for
most and February 14th is a fun day to spend time with
a significant other. But for too many others, Valentine’s
Day is 24 hours of disappointment and feeling like an
outcast. This holiday caters to people with one experience of life: you have one significant other, you like
them romantically, you can hold their hands without
being hate crimed, and you are attracted to others.
Polyamorous folks, aromantic people, folks attracted
to the same gender/sex, and people who simply aren’t
attracted to anyone don’t fit the clear cut fantasy that
Valentine’s Day says everyone should want.
Firstly, what if your relationship has three people in
it or you are dating multiple people (all consensually)?
Polyamory is the ability to love multiple people at the
same time. Across the globe and all throughout history, countless polyamorous relationships have thrived.
However, being in multiple committed relationships at
once (when everyone consents to such a situation) or
having multiple people in one relationship is incredibly
stigmatized. For everyone to be able to celebrate this
holiday, we need to normale polyamorous relationships
and legalize polygamy.
Next, not everyone experiences romantic attraction
or any attraction at all. Both aromanticism and lack
of any attraction to others are completely normal and
valid. But Valentine’s Day presents the false narrative
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is the most important type of love is simply false, and
Valentine’s day doesn’t have to be about it anymore.
The holiday of Valentine’s day might not be the
most joyful time of year for everybody, but celebrating
the people you love isn’t an outdated concept- simply
put, it’s not done enough, but one day a year is dedicated to it. As long as we continue to have people we love,
Valentine’s Day remains a holiday worth celebrating.

HOW MUCH DOES LOVE
COST? $24.99.

that all individuals should be romantically attracted to
others. Sitting out Valentine’s Day should not come
with heaps of shame and feeling like your lack of or difference in attraction is unnatural. This holiday simply
isn’t for everyone and this should be respected without
question.
Finally, not everyone can celebrate Valentine’s
Day at all. Many LGBTQ+ people will be harassed or
assaulted if they go on a date with their significant
other, hold hands in public, or any other minor form of
attraction. Whether if it is that they are dating someone of the same gender or if they are perceived to be
of the same gender/sex, many LGBTQ+ people cannot
celebrate what should be a joyful holiday. LGBTQ+
relationships need to be normalized and celebrated so
everyone can enjoy the 14th of February.
While Valentine’s Day should not be cancelled, we
need to ensure everyone who wishes to celebrate this
holiday can do so without stigma or shame. There
also needs to be a recognition that romance or any
attraction is not part of everyone’s life. Valentine’s Day
should be considered optional: a way to express love
and romance without requiring everyone to do so. It
should also be a day to ensure the rights of all people,
regardless of how or if they experience love.

By Amy Qiao
On Valentine’s Day, people are expected to profess their
love with chocolates, candies, cards, etc. (I could go on
forever), making it a pricy holiday. People will drop
money on cheesy gifts faster than you can say manufactured consumer holiday. In 2020, Americans spent $27.4
billion on Valentine’s Day. But this is no coincidence.
Companies have spent years marketing and shaping
consumer culture, shaping love into a commodity-driven relationship.
The sappy Valentine’s Day routine limits love to a
checklist of gifts and gestures. Want to show someone
you love them? Buy them flowers, surprise them with
dinner at a fancy restaurant, and give them a lavish gift.
Check, check, and check. And the more expensive the gift is, the more you care. Assigning monetary value to
romantic gifts might be the only way we can show someone we value them. And it’s not just on Valentine’s Day.
Arguably the most significant moment of a romantic relationship is considered the proposal, where someone
professes their ever-lasting love with a usually expensive ring. The size of the diamond somehow equates to the
size of their love. Especially in movies, a big diamond makes a romantic gesture even bigger, and characters will
ask out their love interest with grand, expensive gestures. As viewers, seeing someone give their love interest a
gift makes us like them even more. But when looking back at a relationship, people tend to remember the small
things rather than random gifts along the way. In fact, if rings weren’t associated with the momentous moment
of a proposal, people probably wouldn’t care so much about those either. So why does it feel bad if you don’t get
anything for Valentine’s Day? Or why do you feel special when you get a romantic gift? Because corporations
have spent years making us believe that gifts are a necessary part of love, and maybe it’s too hard to reverse at this
point.
Not only has love become a commodity-driven relationship, but love has become commodified itself. Take
Tinder, or the Zillow of love, as an example. Judging people by a simple list of
shallow characteristics and a phony picture to see if they are worth loving has
somehow become the norm. Plus, Tinder became the Apple store’s top-grossing app in 2017, beating out Candy Crush, after releasing its Tinder Gold
service. In 2020, it was the third top-grossing app after TikTok and Youtube. By purchasing Tinder Gold, you can see and get seen by more potential
partners, thereby increasing your chances of love. The fact that Tinder has
somehow put a price on love is very uncomfortable, and for better or worse,
it’s $24.99 a month. But maybe that’s easier. Commodifying love might be the only
way to simplify the complicated feeling. The $27.4 billion industry is simply part of the
process. Perhaps we have to commodify love to pretend we understand it.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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WHO DESERVES THE GRAMMY FOR BEST
POP VOCAL ALBUM?
HARRY STYLES

By Maggie Di Sanza
As the 2021 Grammy Awards approach, one of the most contested competitions lies between 10-time Grammy Award winner and music-industry icon, Taylor Swift, and the former One-Direction singer and musical talent, Harry Styles. Swift objectively never goes out of style, she has earned several nominations for the upcoming
award ceremony, including “Album of the Year” for her 2020 release, Folklore. On the other hand, Styles’ second
solo album, Fine Line, earned a Grammy nomination for “Best Pop Vocal Album,” Best Pop Solo Performance”
for “Watermelon Sugar,” and “Best Music Video” for “Adore You.” The two are up against one another for “Best
Pop Vocal Album,” and fans could not be more divided. Ultimately, while Folklore was a great, genre-breaking
album for Swift, Fine Line deserves the Grammy, as Styles truly embraced his solo career, creating soft, somber
hits, to great summer bangers.
Folklore was not
the stellar, musical
masterpiece that
many Swifties are
making it out to be.
Predictable, stagnant,
and unexciting. As
many fans were
anticipating a concept
album from Swift,
she heavily missed
the mark when it
came to storytelling. Nearly all of the
tracks sound unnecessarily similar, and
were frankly - boring. With “Cardigan”
being the only radio
hit for Swift’s 2020
quarantine album,
being nominated for
“Album of the Year”
is shocking.
Fine Line on the
other hand, was filled
with musicality, diversity in tone and expression, and wholehearted bops. From the immediate hit “Watermelon
Sugar” to the emotional ballad “Falling” Styles did not fail to deliver an incredible album. With each track being
individually interesting and unique, the album presented itself in an incredibly cohesive manner, leaving the listener with deep “feels.” The album even has some groundbreaking tracks like “Treat People With Kindness”
48

www.jmmswordandshield.com

FEBRUARY 2021

and “Sunflower Vol. 6” that pay homage to his 1970s and ‘80s influences. While not a concept album, each song
perfectly encapsulates the general concept of early stages of falling in love with someone and infatuation. Whether or not you wanted to embrace your saddest feelings while listening to “Falling” or “She,” or have a road-trip
jam with “Adore You” or “Golden,” Fine Line had the songs for you. Not to mention, Styles’ delivered an incredible array of music videos for “Adore You,” “Falling,” “Watermelon Sugar,” “Golden,” and “Treat People With
Kindness.”
Swift will always hold a special place in our hearts, as we jammed out to “You’re Not Sorry” and “Blank Space”
as preteens, but it is abundantly clear that Harry deserves the Grammy this year.

TAYLOR SWIFT

By Mihika Shivakumar
The 2021 Grammy’s are getting closer, and the competition for Best Pop Vocal Album is close- the two main
competitors being pop icon Taylor Swift, with her anti-genre album F=folklore, versus ex-One Directioner (<3)
Harry Styles’ second album, Fine Line. While it might seem like a tough competition, there’s a clear winner:
Folklore.
Taylor Swift has been a top name for as long as I can remember. When 1989 first came out, I listened to it for
about a week straight. Her newest album isn’t any different, looking at just statistics alone. The album debuted at
No.1 back in August, and within that first week alone, it sold 846,000 units, making it the biggest week for an album in music since another Taylor Swift album, Lover. This made it the best-selling album, by far. It outsold the
rest of the top 50 combined, and then some. But the album didn’t have just one week in the spotlight. The album
reigned at No.1 for 6 weeks
straight, the longest stretch
for any album since Drake’s
Views album in 2016. It
later returned to No.1, for
a seventh nonconsecutive
week, and again in the middle of October, for an eighth
nonconsecutive week, beating out the long time record
of Whitney Houston.
And Taylor Swift’s new
album, simply, isn’t like any
others. There was no hype
about releasing the music:
she just did it, and the world
reacted accordingly. After
releasing the album one day
after mentioning it, the music spoke for itself. The music showed a vulnerability
that was at a new level, even
for Taylor Swift, whose
songs sound like direct life
stories. The music wasn’t
released to be radio hits- the
music was released to be
an expression of emotion,
in the form of a song, and
people loved to hear it. The
song is a personal statement
from the artist, which is all
music should try to be.
The music of Taylor
Swift’s new album got the
hype, deservedly, but the
lyricism really stole the
show. Her lyrics are magical and heartbreaking, letting everybody in to live in the words. The songs aren’t dramatic life updates (Reputation), but are true poetry. Listening to folklore is an experience above space and timethe lyrics themselves stay in your soul. Taylor Swift has always been known for storytelling in her lyrics, but this
album does something many artists fail to do- balance out the lyricism with genuinely beautiful tracks.
Finally, this album wasn’t meant to be a competition, or a No.1 track. The album was an artist’s musical expression, not a competition against her previous albums, nor other albums. The fact is, people took the new era
of Taylor Swift to heart, and were in love with what she did here, and so am I. folklore, full of love and enchantment, deserves this year’s Grammy.
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