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Mihika Shivakumar, 
Opinions Editor

Happy October, Spartans! Our 
names are Antonio Wu and Mihika Shivakumar 
and we are the Co-Opinions Editors for the Sword 
and Shield. We edit and layout your editorials! If 
you feel strongly about something and want to 
share it with our readers, please email memorials-
wordandshield@gmail.com and contribute your 
thoughts! As you’re settling into the school year, we 
hope classes are going well and things are feeling 
manageable! We hope the Sword & Shield can pro-
vide you with thought-provoking content through-
out the year in this tumultuous time. In this issue, 
we will be talking about the school year so far, 
explaining current Covid-19 updates, and talking 
about the Black Lives Matter movement’s continua-
tion. We hope you enjoy it!

Antonio Wu,
Opinions Editor
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STUDENT LIFE
TIPS FOR NAVIGATING 
ONLINE LEARNING 
RESOURCES
By Caleigh Christy

   Virtual learning is a new experience for teachers 
and students alike, and we’re all learning how to use 
the different resources available to us. Here’s a couple 
tips to help you navigate this new learning format:
   Google classroom: Make sure that you’re in your 
class’ classroom and that you’re getting your assign-
ments in on time. To help keep track of your work 
due soon and future assignments, you can check the 
to-do, to-review, and calendar tabs in the top left 
corner of the home page. 
   Zoom: Clearly, Zoom is used in all classes and 
grades, so make sure you have your account set up 
to make attendance run smoothly. To make sure you 
always have your full name for zoom meetings, sign 
in with your school account, go to the my account 
tab, and change your name to your full name as seen 
on attendance sheets. Plus, this is a great place to add 
pronouns!
   Bookmarks: Keeping track of pages you need to re-
visit and all your meetings you need to attend can be a 
lot sometimes. Make sure to add these types of things 
to your bookmark bar, located under your search bar, 
by tapping the star icon when you’re on the page. 
This way, they will be ready for you when you open 
your computer.
   Notifications: You can set up notifications for 
Google Classroom, Zooms, and other events on your 
Chromebook and phone. For Google Classroom, go 
to the three bars at the top left of the page, and go to 
the settings to turn on notifications. For Zoom, you 
can add your meetings to your calendar and ask Goo-
gle Calendar to give you reminders.
   Communicating with teachers: Every Google Class-
room should have your teacher’s information, but 
don’t be afraid to reach out and email them! 

VOTER REGISTRATION, 
INTRODUCTIONS & 
FEMINISM: OH MY! 
By Maggie Di Sanza

   The JMM Gender Equity Association has been up to a 
great deal throughout September! We started the school 
year off by explaining what we do, when we meet, and 
our plan for this year (involving fundraisers, workshops, 
and discussions). Afterwards, we began planning to regis-
ter eligible seniors to vote and informing the JMM com-
munity of the importance of voting. Keep an eye out for 
all of the amazing work that the Gender Equity Associa-
tion will be presenting within the next few weeks! Addi-
tionally, we discussed the Black Lives Matter movement, 
and its relation to feminism, intersectionality, and the 
greater political climate of the United States. We went on 
to discuss feminist history, its controversial and oppres-
sive traits, and how we can best correct the discriminatory 
notions of historical feminism and redefine what it means 
in 2020! Finally, we concluded the month of September 
by watching and discussing Knock the House Down, the 
2018 documentary following various progressive legisla-
tive candidates in the 2018 midterm elections.
  If you are interested in joining the JMM Gender Equity 
Association, please don’t hesitate to reach out to jm-
mgenderequity@gmail.com. We meet every Tuesday and 
Thursday at 12:00pm over Zoom! Email to receive the 
Zoom link or if you have any questions or concerns! Can’t 
wait to see you there!
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HOW MMSD IS MANAGING CHROMEBOOKS 
By Morgan Blackmore

   As students scramble to access materials and prepare for Zoom classes, we are often unaware of what goes on 
behind the scenes. By taking a look at how some MMSD staff, those in charge of Chromebooks in particular, spend 
their day, we may find ways to help ourselves during virtual learning. 
   During the sudden switch to online classes during March of this year, MMSD staff were all sent home as well, 
but those who were previously custodians, servicemen, and technicians were now deemed essential workers and 
called back into schools after only a week. They spent a majority of their summer dismantling, organizing, and 
sorting Chromebook carts, packing them into Badger buses to either be shipped to students or to be handed out in 
a drive-up hub at a variety of locations. As the months passed, many technicians followed the same schedule day by 
day, attempting to juggle the work of many more people than were actually available. In the morning, workers sort 
through Chromebooks shipping out; approving, packaging, labeling, and sorting them into bags (many of which 
simply came from Woodman’s or another chain store). 
     Security guards are tasked with driving the buses around town, and with a confirming call to the family, buses 
can leave, making multiple rounds per day. As the buses leave, workers continue to pack in preparation for the next 
buses, following into the afternoon. The remaining few hours of the workday are set aside to decontaminating and 
repairing computers returned either by students or staff. 
   One of the main reasons for these repairs includes broken screens from being dropped or crushed, mainly coming 
from people transporting Chromebooks carelessly. This is usually quite straightforward to fix, since the computers 
being handed out have screens which are quite easy to exchange. However, a surprisingly large number of these 
computers returned for being “broken” are fixed just by charging for a day or two. From our spike in usage of these 
computers, more damages are expected, but MMSD staff suggest students try double-checking all charging cables 
for a few days, as an extra dead battery is overly common. One of the hardest problems—usually only fixed by re-
placement—is food, drink, or paint spills. Although small, they have a huge impact on the interior of the Chrome-
book, needing either to be taken apart or replaced completely. 
   Replacements and repairs of Chromebooks are expected for technicians, yet there are still other struggles behind 
the scenes people may not consider. For a proper drop off of Chromebooks at student’s houses, multiple calls need 
to be made, confirming the address and correct drop-off times. 
        This can be difficult for families who can’t speak English, especially with  
   the absence of translators, who aren’t considered essential, nor could easily 

translate with proper social distancing guidelines. This can lead to multiple 
miscommunications    or calls, which eventually get buried under hundreds 
of work orders from others. 
    While many are going against large piles of work, there are a few, sim-
ple steps you can take if you experience Chromebook troubles which could 
drastically help out staff. 

     Be careful with your Chromebook, especially if you’re transporting 
it, be sure to remove any extra cables or other materials that 

may damage it. As previously mentioned, check your 
charger, and leave your Chromebook to charge 
for an extra day if it won’t turn on, as that usually 
fixes problems. 

    If this doesn’t work, or you have another problem 
you’re curious about, either call (608)204-5678 or visit 

the “Wifi and Chromebook” page on MMSD’s website 
under “Covid-19 Updates” for extra tech support! Lastly, an  

  extra thank you to Memorial’s School Security AST— Ms. Jordan,  
  Mr. Robinson, Ms. Smith, and  Ms. Zavala for helping deliver  
  Chromebooks to students!
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OVERWHELMED? TAKE 
A BREAK!
By Amy Yao and Ava Kenney

   Breaks are very important while studying, as your 
brain isn’t supposed to work constantly. Forming 
study sessions and putting meaningful breaks can help 
with more concentrated focus, brain fatigue, reduce 
your stress, and many more. Here are some actually 
productive break ideas for you to use in between class-
es and work so you feel a bit more energetic and hap-
py! Don’t go on your phone! Once I go on my phone, 
I lose track of time and I get stuck in a downhill spiral 
of studying, feeling unmotivated and taking a two 
hour break. It’s important that during online school, 
when you’re constantly on screens, to take breaks 
away from screens. During this time, you can stretch 
your muscles or go outside! Nature is proven to relieve 
stress as well as to make people happier. Getting a 
little bit of movement a day can help with a stationary 
student life and can definitely help in the long run! 
   Drink some water and eat snacks! Staying hy-
drated is vital. Also, nourish yourself with some 
healthy snacks, such as blueberries (which contain 
antioxidants, which can boost your mental health 
by blocking oxidative stress), nuts (which contain 
protein, fiber, magnesium, and healthy fats that help 
balance blood sugar levels and help sustain energy), 
and chocolate.
   Blue light is everywhere. It’s emitted from the sky 
in the morning, which signals to your brain to wake 
up. However, when you continue to use your screens 
at night, that affects your circadian rhythm, making 
it harder for you to fall asleep. You can counteract 
this by using a blue-light filter, which is built into 
our chromebooks, or by wearing blue light protective 
glasses. 

FIRST MONTH 
EXPERIENCES AS A 
FRESHMAN
By Sophia Jiang

   Exactly one year ago, at the beginning of eighth grade, 
I wondered what my first year of high school would be 
like. I imagined rowdy halls, large classrooms, a dirty 
cafeteria, and lugging around heavy backpacks filled with 
hand-me-down textbooks from previous years.
   The reality of my first month as a freshman was very 
different from my expectations, and I think all students 
can agree with that. Instead of pushing my way through 
crowds and crowds of people, trying to get to my next 
class, I’m sitting in my bedroom with a computer and a 
half-eaten bagel, frantically searching for a Zoom link 
that turns out to be wrong anyway. As I finally get into 
the meeting, class has already begun. The main difference 
between regular class and online Zoom is that you don’t 
see everyone’s faces very often, and every single person 
is muted. Many people prefer to use the chat if they are 
not comfortable sharing their thoughts out loud. I find 
Zoom classes more peaceful and less chaotic compared 
to in-school lessons, due to the fact that usually you can 
only hear one person talking at a time, unless you are 
unlucky enough to have a “Zoom bomber” disrupt your 
class. Unfortunately, this incident happened in one of my 
second-week classes. As my teacher was going through 
homework, an internet troll, logged in under the name 
of one of my fellow classmates, disturbed the lesson by 
shouting and playing loud music. Since I had headphones 
on, and my volume was up, you can imagine how my 
ears felt after hearing this monstrous atrocity. Although 
a little shaken up, my class was okay in the end, and we 
continued to go through homework. Luckily, this never 
happened to me again, but it definitely was a negative 
experience of virtual learning. 
    Although virtual learning isn’t quite the same as being 
in the school building, I think it is effective and pretty 
close to reality. I am very grateful to learn new things, 
whether I’m sitting at home or in a school building. 
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SENIOR ADVICE 
COLUMN
By Maggie Di Sanza, Jessica Jiang, Jace 

Liu, & Antonio Wu

How do I stay on top of all of my 

school work? 

   The biggest piece of advice that 
I can give you in terms of staying 
ahead of school work is time man-
agement and planning. At the begin-
ning of each week, roughly write out 
what meetings and classes you have, 
what work you have to accomplish, 
and what work you would like to 
start working on but is not due soon. 
This time blocking will help you 
better manage your time and work. 
That being said, try to block out 
some time for relaxation and taking 
a break from work! It can be even 
fifteen minutes of watching TikToks 
or taking a walk outside, away from 
your computer screen! This planning 
can be done virtually using Google 
Calendar, a program like TeuxDeux, 
a physical planner, or even a piece 
of paper or whiteboard! Best of luck 
planning! 
How can I make sure that I am 

taking care of my mental health 

while still valuing school? 

   My suggestion would be 
to make sure you 

      

 
 
 
 
 
   

aren’t overwhelming your schedule 
with extracurriculars and difficult 
classes. Taking too many AP’s or 
Honors classes can stress you out 
about your grades and academics, 
while too many extracurriculars can 
stretch you too thin. I would pick 
and choose - find classes that you 
will do well in and enjoy. Partici-
pate in a few extracurriculars that 
you really love. If you don’t seem to 
click with a class, you should con-
sider either finding another class or 
dropping it for a study hall (as long 
as it is not a core class requirement), 
and if you don’t seem to like an activ-
ity, start one that you do enjoy - that 
way, you will be combining school 
with your enjoyment of the class or 
activity, which will help relieve your 
stress.
What are the most important 

things for freshmen to think 

about in terms of college?

Firstly, if you are a freshman, you 
frankly do not need to be thinking 
about college. Our society places far 
too much of an emphasis on “prepar-
ing for college / your future careers” 
instead of actually learning from, 
experiencing, and enjoying the op-
portunities that come your way. My 
general advice for this question is to 
maintain a decent G.P.A. and work 

in classes so that you can get the 
grade that you want, keeping in 
mind that this grade could depend 
on the class! 
    For instance, if you are incred-
ibly interested in STEM fields, 
don’t spend as much time on 
social science classes, as they are 
not your priority, and vice versa! 
Similarly, invest your time in 
things that interest you! Join 
a club or two that spark joy, 
community, and interest! 
 Most of all, don’t feel pressure 

to please admissions counselors at 
your dream school; your best 

is enough, and en-
joy high school - it will 

fly by! 
How can I still interact 

with people during social 

distancing? 

Of course, continue to social distance 
and maintain safety precautions 
throughout the remainder of the 
pandemic. That being said, there are 
still ways to socialize and maintain 
relationships. One idea is to have a 
social distancing gathering, where 
everyone wears masks and stays at 
least six feet apart from one another. 
You can also host Zoom or Facetime 
parties for your friend group! 
Any general advice for under-

classmen? 

I’m going to be completely honest: 
I still have no idea what I’m doing. 
I’ve learned the rules and definitely 
grown as a person. If there’s one 
thing I’ve learned from high school 
that I’ll carry with me, it’s that the 
more we learn, the more questions 
we’ll have. That’s okay! School still 
taught me a few key aspects that I 
think are important enough to share. 
Not everybody is going to like you, 
and you do not have to like them.  
The best bet first impression is one 
with respect. Time management, 
time management, time manage-
ment! Set time for yourself, we are 
not machines, and even machines 
need to recharge and refuel. The 
world can always use a little more 
love, so appreciate others and your-
self in your own ways.
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CLUB UPDATES: YOUNG 
PROGRESSIVES
By Julianna Baldo

   If you’re looking for a space to discuss current events 
and make your voice and opinions heard while learning 
new perspectives on US politics, join Young Progres-
sives! We are an open space for all political opinions 
and meet every Thursday to debate. The club is run by 
Julianna Baldo and Leslie Mitchell. If you’re interested in 
joining, reach out to (608) 957-5056.

CLUB UPDATE: MEDLIFE
By Julianna Baldo

   If you’re interested in joining a club dedicated to 
making a difference in the Madison and global com-
munity and providing healthcare and services to those 
who need it, join Medlife! Medlife is a service and 
volunteering club dedicated to educating Memorial 
students about the problems faced by impoverished 
communities around the world. The club is run by 
Ananya Krishna, Lauren Schutz, and Julianna Baldo 
and meets every other Monday. If you’re interested 
in joining our next meeting, reach out to akrishna@
madison.k12.wi.us.

HOSA CLUB UPDATES
By Sai Rishi

   On September 29th, JMM HOSA kicked off its first 
meeting of the 2020-2021 school year, addressing what 
the club is about, general plans for future events and 
changes implemented this year due to the pandemic. 
First of all, HOSA is a club at Memorial for anyone who 
is interested in science or medicine that lets students be 
involved in various health occupation-related events 
and fundraisers. HOSA organizes various blood drives 
throughout the year.  There is currently an upcoming 
blood drive on November 10th, but more information 
about it will be addressed in the following weeks. One 
major change so far is that the Regional competitions, 
previously held at MATC, are now online. We don’t yet 
know how State and Nationals are going to be like, but 
more information will probably be coming in the next 
couple of months, closer to the competitions. HOSA 
meetings are the last Tuesday of every month during the 
first 30 minutes of lunch. Feel free to contact any of the 
HOSA board members if you have any questions or ideas 
about possible events and fundraisers!

CLUB UPDATES: DDAF
By Julianna Baldo

   DDAF is off to a strong start this year, with the 
debate, drama and forensics seasons already starting 
to get up and running! Memorial Debate enjoyed a 
successful first tournament September 19th, with 
member Augustus Liu scoring one of the team’s first 
victories. The forensics team has also started preparing 
for the beginning of the tournament season in the next 
few months and is very excited to welcome many new 
members. Memorial Drama is preparing to present its 
first series of online shows, with auditions wrapping 
up on October 3rd. If you’re interested in joining the 
club, our Google Classroom code is mude5zv. Stay 
updated by following @jmmemorialddaf and coming to 
our weekly Tuesday meetings after school!
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SPARTAN 
AWARENESS 
CLUB UPDATE
By Joylyn Gong

   At Spartan Awareness, our incen-
tive is to acknowledge the health 
issues and disparities that are heav-
ily seen in our society. Since early 
August, Spartan Awareness officers 
have been coordinating a handmade 
mask donation project for health 
care workers at the UnityPoint 
Health- Meriter Hospital, and we 
were able to provide 40 masks in 
early September that were made 
from various Spartan Awareness 
members. We’re trying to gather 
responses on who is interested in 
helping out more with slowing the 
spread of COVID-19 here in Mad-
ison. Masks are a vital part to the 
safety of our essential workers who 
are risking their lives everyday to 

provide us with valuable services. 
Every bit we can do for our local 
workers helps. We’re planning on 
continuing with this project in a few 
weeks and expanding the number of 
people that are able to make contri-
butions by informing Spartan Youth 
Service (SYS) members on what our 
project is about in hopes of provid-
ing even more masks for frontline 
workers.
   In addition to ensuring that we 
are helping to combat the pandem-
ic, our weekly 
meetings on 
Friday have been 
an opportunity 
for us to touch 
on a particular 
health issue and 
have a discussion 
amongst each 
other on the 
significance of 
the topic. Every 

member will be given the opportu-
nity to make their own presentation 
and talk about a health topic of their 
choice. So far, we have discussed 
topics revolving around the Yemen 
humanitarian crisis, depression, and 
anxiety. In the future, we will be 
touching on the Beirut Explosion, 
racial inequity in healthcare,  HIV/
AIDs, and more. We meet every Fri-
day from 12:15-1:00 pm over Zoom.
   Come join Spartan Awareness if 
you’re interested! 

MEMORIAL SPOTLIGHT’S MONTHLY UPDATE
By Emmie Digon

  October is here and Halloween is right around the corner. For that reason, the theme of this month’s prompt 
contest is mystery. Monthly prompt contests consist of different prompts for different categories, like, poetry, 
short stories, and more. Prompts are posted on the club’s instagram account (jmmlitjour-
nal), and editors choose the winning piece by its creativity and uniqueness. You can also 
submit general submissions for the literary journal, which are pieces that you have more 
control over. As long as it’s school appropriate, you can write anything you want and 
submit any visual art. Meetings are held every Monday from 12:00 to 12:45 and include 
many workshops, where members read their writings and editors give advice on how 
to improve their skills. The club plans on getting some special guests to join the zoom 
meeting to share professional advice, so look out for those announcements. If you want 
to meet new people with a similar interest and enjoy writing and art, join this club.
   Sneak Peak of the winning piece of the short story category in September’s prompt con-
test: “The Universe of Eya Mayu” by Keomali Johnston:
   “We will let you replace us. You will have our palace, our status, our stature, and most 
importantly, our power. However, there is one condition. You must make your universe 
better than the one we have crafted.” The Sun waved her arms fondly at the Palace and the 
universe beyond it, visible through the ceiling-high windows.
   If you want to know what happens next and look at other winning pieces, follow this 
club on Instagram (jmmlitjournal) and click the link in the bio to access the club’s website. 
If you want to submit any writing, art, or have any questions, email the club at jmmlitjour-
nal@gmail.com.
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AN INTERVIEW WITH 
MR. NEWLAND ABOUT 
ONLINE LEARNING
By Caleigh Christy

How has online learning panned out so far? 

Honestly, it’s felt like more work even without the time 
commitment of a regular school year. The best part of 
the job is sharing a studio with the students as artists 
and now with this lack of energy, trapped in a bedroom 
with everyone on a screen, there's not the same energy 
to feed off of. 
What’s been difficult overall?

I miss seeing art in real time, miss the smell of art and 
paint and burning rubber from everyone furiously eras-
ing. I’m content with not leaving home, but it’s hard not 
having that energy of in-person classes.
How has it affected your classes and students? 

I care a lot about my students, and I’m a little more 
worried about students than in past years. I can’t gauge 
their moods, their feelings, and I don’t have those phys-
ical context clues. Some people are shy or don’t want to 
unmute and I’m worried about these students because I 
can’t give them the help they might need.
What are you doing to keep things “normal”?

I’m seizing every opportunity to chat about inconse-
quential things during work time. Not as teacher to stu-
dent, but as human beings. We all need to take the time 
to reach out to each other; it makes me feel connected to 
people. You realize you miss it (school), and you start to 
appreciate your colleagues and students on a new level, 
and on the positive side you see lots of students with 
this sort of very transparent eagerness to get back to 
routine. They want to engage and produce great work, 
so in this unrelenting daily grind of quarantine, we 
should appreciate the luxury of sharing a studio together 
and try to recreate that as best as we can online. 
Will this group of high schoolers come out less 

academically prepared? 

I don’t think so. My theory is that high schoolers are 
getting less face to face time right now, and so they’re 
taking in less book knowledge, but they are gaining 
more social knowledge. We’re all learning, through 
democracy, protesting, racial inequality, about getting 
our voices heard and learning to adapt to this new nor-
mal. Sure, we’ll have a generation that stockpiles more 
toilet paper and soap, but also a generation that learned 
how to prepare for civil engagement and is going to be 
smarter in other ways. 

BEST METHODS FOR 
STAYING ORGANIZED 
By Amy Yao

   It’s back-to-school season! Well, not exactly, but it’s 
never too late to stay organized for school. Here are 
some tips that you should follow to get your mess to-
gether! 
   Going to school in-person can definitely be set apart 
from zoom meetings. As compared to getting ready to 
go to a place designated just for education and learn-
ing, it’s hard to set the distinction to your home, where 
most people associate with relaxing or homework, but 
not learning. An important thing to remember is that, 
if possible, try having a designated area, such as a desk—
but certainly NOT your bed—to do all of your work on. 
According to studyquill,  it is easier to recall informa-
tion for a test if you are in the same place as you learned 
it, a double bonus! 
   Identify the reasons behind your procrastination, 
making sure to confront the roots of the problem and 
ridding it. Rather than guilting yourself so that you 
can’t fully relax, the most important way to conquer 
procrastination is just doing your work.
   Make use of calendars! Not only are all of your class-
room zoom links available on google calendar, but club 
events will also be displayed. If you are interested in 
starting a new hobby, google calendar can squeeze in 
sessions between your events for you to work! Create a 
study calendar of what to do and make sure to stay on 
track. 
   Sleep! It is important to aim to get a full night sleep 
of eight hours so that you can be on tippity top shape! 
And since realistically, that can’t always be the case, try 
taking a nap. 
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NEWS
INTERNATIONAL NEWS

WHAT’S NEXT? 
ZOMBIE 
OUTBREAK? 
OR CURE TO 
CORONA? 
By Caleigh Christy

     We’ve all seen the classic zombie 
apocalypse movies where the cure 
to cancer turned out to be a device 
that transforms people into crazy, 
brain-eating monsters. 
     Luckily, we haven’t had to deal 
with any zombies just yet; but with 
recent vaccines being created to 
battle against Covid-19, the zombie 
apocalypse might be exactly what 
comes next. 
    Engineering a vaccine normally 
isn’t a very fast process, but right 
now scientists are racing to make 
a breakthrough to help battle the 
enormous breakout of the corona-
virus. 
     The process has been sped up so 
much that it’s highly possible it’ll 
have unforeseen consequences, and 
the last thing any of us want right 
now is to create another problem in 
wake of everything already hap-
pening. In Russia, as well as China, 
an untested vaccine was already 
released to the public for free (mean-
ing hundreds and thousands of 
people will get these vaccines before 

their likely recall), in the U.S. a man 
had a trial vaccine paralyze his spinal 
cord, and many other vaccines that 
were in the process of being devel-
oped had to be halted all of a sudden 
because of rising safety concerns. 
     Everyone, worldwide, is search-
ing for a mass solution to this pan-
demic, but because of Covid’s ability 
to spread quickly across large num-
bers of people without much notice, 
most scientists couldn’t get the jump 
on this disease. 
     Being set back so far behind the 
spread of Covid, with politicians 
pressuring a speedy finish of poten-
tial vaccines, will most likely mean 
an increased number of people 
getting unsafe vaccines that will hold 
new threats to the public.
     On top of this pressure to release 
an unfinished vaccine that has not 
been through all the necessary test-
ing, getting a vaccine to defeat the 
widespread number of cases across 
the globe is going to prove more 
difficult than a needle in the arm. 
You can get the flu shot, and still get 
the flu. 
     A vaccine doesn’t mean immedi-
ate immunity to a disease, it simply 
lowers the chances you’ll get infect-
ed. So, even if we manage to come 
up with a vaccine worthy of public 
usage, we won’t see a huge differ-
ence until months to follow. 
     Plus, many scientists are saying 

the “cure” to corona will require 
more than one round of the vaccine 
and that more hygienic measures 
need to be taken before the vaccine 
can actually do anything significant. 
     The point is, we shouldn’t be 
expecting a vaccine any time soon, 
at least not one that passes all the 
necessary tests. 
So, if you want to help us get back to 
some state of normalcy, wear a mask 
and please try to follow the guide-
lines in place. 
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CHINA’S CONCENTRATION CAMPS CONTINUE: 
UIGHURS FACE GENOCIDE
By Amira Pierotti

     Years into the egregious human rights abuses against Uighur people in the Xinjiang province of China, noth-
ing has changed. China is still ramping up efforts to assimilate, torture, and give forced birth control to Uighur 
Muslims, an ethnic minority in the communist state. While survivors of the camps have been advocating for 
world governments to pressure China into ending the camps, most powerful nations have stayed silent on one of 
the world’s worst human rights abuses.
     For years, tens of thousands of Uighur Muslims have been arrested and charged for charges like separatism 
or for exceeding the birth limit. Others have simply disappeared. Only a miniscule number of those charged are 
acquitted. One million Uighurs have been moved to concentration camps where abuse, torture, and rape are 
ubiquitous. While the Chinese government claims the camps are to reeducate detainees on how to be productive 
members of society, survivors tell a different story.
     Dozens of survivors have detailed how the camps are working to erase Uighur culture and identity as well as 
prevent any future generations of Uighurs. Detainees are often forced to undergo various forms of birth control 
that would prevent people from ever reproducing. The majority of these procedures have been on women. The 
details of these abuses have come from various reports from Xinjiang government policies and have been corrob-
orated by survivors. Guards often torture and rape detainees as well. Horrific narratives of guards rubbing chile 
peppers on people’s genitals and gang raping children have come to light. 
     While China has claimed it is reducing the number of camps, satellite imagery proves otherwise. Prominent ac-
tivists and researchers are concerned about a new wave of violence is coming as a part of a new phase of genocide. 
While many individuals and some figures in world governments have called for action to protect Uighur Muslims 
in China, little has been done. 
     This quick recap of abuses does not do justice to the horrors of the concentration camps. Please take some time 
to research the depth of injustices against the Uighur Muslims of China and consider donating to advocacy orga-
nizations or calling your government representatives to demand the U.S. takes action.

NATIONAL NEWS
JACOB BLAKE 
SHOT IN WIS-
CONSIN, YET 
ANOTHER VIC-
TIM OF POLICE 
VIOLENCE
By Amira Pierotti

     On August 23, Jacob Blake went 
out of his way to break up an ar-
gument between two women. 
A kind and compassionate man, 
Blake simply wished to help. Then 
Kenosha police arrived at the scene. 
Blake hastily walked away from the 

argument, knowing what would be 
assumed of him-- a Black man in the 
U.S. --by the officers-- two white 
men. As he entered his car, he was 
shot seven times in the back, in front 
of his three children. 
Blake survived, despite 
the police’s best efforts 
to kill him. While 
“lucky” may not be the 
best word to describe 
Blake, he, unlike 
countless Black victims 
of police brutality, is 
alive. Paralyzed from 
the waist down, Blake 
shared that he is in 
constant pain. His 

family and thousands of Americans 
have advocated for justice for this 
senseless act of violence. Even as 
Blake was unconscious in the hospi-
tal, police cuffed his wrist to the 
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bed which Kenosha police said was 
standard procedure. After back-
lash, police removed the handcuffs 
and officers guarding Blake. Three 
officers have been charged in Blake’s 
shooting. Protests erupted across the 
country in response to yet another 
Black person shot unnecessarily by 
police. Some of these protests, in-
cluding some in Kenosha, turned to 
riots with protesters expressing their 
rage through property destruction.
     Kenosha was rocked by violence 

yet again on August 25. 17-year-
old Kyle Rittenhouse shot three 
protesters, killing two. Rittenhouse 
had traveled from Illinois to Wis-
consin to counteract the protests 
that rocked the city. He had idolized 
police and believed he was doing 
his part to protect businesses and 
Kenosha residents. Differing ac-
counts on what led to the shooting 
has media and public opinion divid-
ed. Protesters claim they were trying 
to disarm Rittenhouse since he was 

threatening them; on the other hand, 
Rittenhouse’s defense team claims 
he shot protesters in self-defense. 
He has been charged with multiple 
accounts of murder. As the 2020 
election looms, both Blake’s shooting 
and Rittenhouse’s actions have been 
widely politicized and both parties 
have used their responses to gain 
political points. Blake’s case as well 
as Rittenhouse’s are still ongoing.

WISCONSIN BALLOTS 
By Anvika Annyapu 

     “The Tuesday after the first Monday in the month of November,” 
of every four years is important. The biggest reason: the presidential 
election. This year, most voters are voting from home. Aside from the 
two main political parties, there are two third parties: the Libertarian 
and Green party. This year’s election is important and in a power play, 
Green Party candidate Howie Hawkins and vice president nominee 
Angela Walker were not added to the ballot.
     By September 17th, absentee ballots were to be mailed out to those 
who requested one. But on September 10th, election officials were told 
that they weren’t allowed to send out ballots until the decision was 
made about the Green Party candidates being added to the ballot this 
election. The court reached a 4-3 decision to not add the candidates 
stating that it was, “simply too late into election season to grant any re-
lief.” This was a strategic move: Wisconsin is an important swing state 
in the election and the addition of candidates could sway the balance 
between re-electing President Donald Trump or choosing Democratic 
candidate Joe Biden. People are taking this into consideration because 
Trump won Wisconsin by less than 23,000 votes in 2016, when Green 
Party candidate Jill Stein received more than 31,000 votes.
     The decision faced a lot of backlash since the reason Hawkins and 
Walker weren’t on the ballot was because Walker has had two differ-
ent addresses on the party’s signature petitions. This was used to de-
fend the court’s decision but many argued that Walker’s campaign had 
already informed the Wisconsin Elections Commission of the address 
change. It was also mentioned that the address isn’t necessary on the 
declaration of candidacy. But, if Walker did list an address it had to be 
the current one, which is what happened. 
     Walker’s campaign wasn’t allowed to argue these points because the 
evidence was supposedly “insufficient.” Wisconsin is a game changer in 
this year’s election. When ballots stopped sending out, many were at a 
loss because the election was already difficult from home. The fairness 
of this decision is still questionable but ballots have been sent out and 
voters are voting. 
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A SUPREME COURT 
VACANCY THAT WILL SHAPE 
A GENERATION 
By Amira Pierotti
     Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s sudden death left a deeply divided 
country in shock. Only weeks until a tumultuous presidential elec-
tion, America was thrown into a political turmoil. In recent years, 
the Supreme Court has become ever more politicized and which-
ever party is in power at the time of a Justice’s death or retirement 
has the power to shape the country for decades.
     The Supreme Court interprets existing laws and precedents 
to determine whether laws and actions are legal. The issue? All 
of their decisions are subjective. The way Justices interpret the 
Constitution, existing laws, and legal precedents will determine 
the Court’s decisions. The Supreme Court can and does change its 
own rulings as the Justices change over time. Everything becomes 
more complicated with the process of appointing a new Justice. 
The President chooses a Judge then presents their nominee to the 
Senate. After hearings on how the Justice has ruled on previous 
cases and how they interpret the law, the Senate votes on whether 
or not to confirm the Justice. Whoever is in control of the White 
House and the Senate gets to choose Justices. If one party controls 
the Senate and another controls the White House, then the par-
ties must try to find enough votes to confirm or not confirm the 
judge. Complicated enough? Here’s where things get really sticky. 
In 2015, within a year of the 2016 election Justice Antonin Scalia 
died. President Obama nominated a moderate judge to the Court 
but the Senate would not confirm him. Republicans held a Senate 
majority and refused to hold a vote to confirm or reject Obama’s 
nominee. They argued that the President should not be able to ap-
point Justices in the last year of their term. The Constitution does 
give Presidents the right to appoint Justices anytime in their term, 
but Republicans hoped to change how appointments were con-
ducted. Fast-forward to the present. Justice Ginsburg dies within 
weeks of the Presidential election. 
     Two Senate Republicans, Lisa Murkowski and Susan Col-
lins, have opposed the nomination. However, Democrats will 
still not have enough votes to stop the appointment. Barrett is a 
conservative judge who opposes abortion rights, gun safety laws, 
and the Affordable Care Act. Many activists for women’s, civil, 
LGBTQIA+, and immigration rights are concerned about how her 
potential rulings could undo decades of protections for some of 
the most vulnerable Americans. Political analysts have questioned 
how this will impact voters in the upcoming election. While many 
liberal voters are enraged at the appointment, many conservative 
voters may also be energized to vote to continue the placement of 
conservative voices on judicial benches across the country.

WISCONSIN HITS 
RECORD ON COVID 
CASES
By Saivarshini Rishi

For the past month, Wisconsin has been 
seeing a huge surge in the number of 
COVID-19 cases each day. The average of 
new cases in a single day has had a 97% in-
crease, with 950 more new cases. According 
to the Wisconsin State Journal, Wisconsin 
has now hit the national rankings as the state 
with “the third highest number of new cases 
per capita, with about 423 new cases per 
100,000 people,” (“Wisconsin Hits Record 
for New Coronavirus Cases Reported”). In 
addition to that on September 26, Wisconsin 
set a new state record of 2,817 positive cases 
in a day. This continuous increase in the 
number of cases started to be more and more 
apparent from the beginning of September. 
Back in July, a mandatory order for masks 
was issued which was supposed to expire on 
September 28th but Governor Tony Evers 
has extended the order till November 21, 
2020 after the increase in COVID-19 cases 
throughout the state, particularly in Dane 
County. UW-Madison has implemented 
various changes to its system after its rough 
start of the year. However, with the constant 
increase in COVID-19 cases, there is still the 
question of whether or not this may be the 
best decision at the moment. But one thing 
that officials know as a definite answer is that 
the more people wear masks, socially dis-
tance themselves and take this entire situa-
tion seriously, the number of positive cases 
each day will indeed decrease. 
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PRESIDENT TRUMP & 
MELANIA TRUMP TEST 
POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
By Joylyn Gong

   On October 1, 2020, President Trump confirmed on 
Twitter that he and first lady Melania Trump have test-
ed positive for COVID-19 after news broke that Hope 
Hicks, a close aide of the president, was exposed to the 
virus after traveling alongside him to the first presiden-
tial debate in Ohio and to his campaign rally located in 
Minnesota. The president tweeted, “Tonight, @FLO-
TUS and I tested positive for COVID-19. We will begin 
our quarantine and recovery process immediately. We 
will get through this TOGETHER!” The president and 
first lady will be quarantining for two weeks.
     On February 28, 2020, President Trump’s response 
to the virus months before was much different. The 
president attended a rally in North Charleston, South 
Carolina to speak with his supporters on his plan for 
reelection in the upcoming November presidential elec-
tion. At the rally, the president downplayed the severity 
of the pandemic and accused those of the Democratic 
party of “politicizing the coronavirus” and characterized 
COVID-19 as “their new hoax”. The president drew a 
comparison between COVID-19 and the seasonal flu 
and acknowledged that “35,000 on average each year die 
from the flu, that’s a lot of people.”
    In July, the President promised Americans that he 
would not enact a mandatory order to wear masks. Dr. 
Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, supported the idea of leaders 
requiring people to wear a face covering and stated, “we 
should be using them, everyone.” The president has also 
continued to hold massive rallies with very few attend-
ees wearing a face mask and following social distancing 
guidelines after the Center of Disease Control is urging 
individuals to be wearing a face mask in public and 
practice social distancing to slow the spread of the pan-
demic. At the first presidential debate, Trump justified 
holding such big events saying, “people want to hear 
what I have to say.”

RUTH BADER GINSBURG 
DIES AT 87
By Joylyn Gong

     At the age of 87, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, also known as Notorious RBG, has passed 
away after battling with metastatic pancreas cancer. 
Born in Brooklyn, New York, Ginsburg carried a legacy 
that was seen by many as full of life and determination. 
Before her mark on the Supreme Court Justice, Gins-
berg obtained her Bachelor’s degree at Cornell Univer-
sity, was one of the nine women in her class at Harvard 
Law School, and graduated first in her class at Columbia 
Law school in 1959. During the 1970s, she also served 
as the co-founder of the Women’s Rights Project at the 
American Civil Liberties Union to call for fundamental 
change to be implemented against gender discrimina-
tion in the workplace and the education system. After 
Ginsberg was appointed in 1993 by former United 
States President Bill Clinton as the first Jewish wom-
an and second woman to serve on the Supreme Court 
Justice, she fought and advocated for people of color, 
women’s rights, and same-sex marriage. 
     Millions of Americans are mourning the death of 
Justice Ginsberg, and fear also arises as many are at 
unease that President Trump will be nominating a new 
Supreme Court Justice for the predominantly Repub-
lican United States Senate to vote on even after Gins-
berg stated days before her death to her granddaughter 
Clara Spera, “My most fervent wish is that I will not be 
replaced until a new president is installed.”
    Democratic 2020 presidential candidate Joe Biden 
urges that President Trump leave the seat vacant to 
honor Ginsberg’s wish and wait until Americans cast 
their vote in November to decide who will be leading 
the nation for the next four years. However, Trump is 
already in the process of directing the Senate to con-
sider “without delay” and decide on the new Supreme 
Court Justice that will fill in her seat.
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EX-FELON VOTING STATUS IN FLORIDA 
STILL UNCLEAR
By Antonio Wu

    Two months before the 2020 presidential election, the debate over the voting rights of 1.4 million ex-felons in 
Florida remains unsettled. In the 2018 midterm elections, a constitutional amendment called the Voting Rights 
Restoration for Felons Initiatives, or Florida Amendment 4, was put on the ballot. A ‘yes’ vote would restore voting 
rights to previously convicted felons, with the exception of murder or sexual offense felonies, upon the completion 
of their sentence. Over 60 percent of voters voted ‘yes’. 
     Under the administration of Republican Governor Rick Scott, convicted felons had to wait several years before 
requesting the restoration of their voting rights from a state election board. Amendment 4 was designed to make 
the process automatic upon completion of sentences. Upon approval by a supermajority of voters, the law took 
effect in January 2019, and felons began to register. 
 The changes brought by Amendment 4 were largely considered to be automatic, requiring no other legislation. 
However, the restoration of voting rights to previously convicted felons has since been contested. Most notably, 
Republican legislators added a requirement in 2019 that felons pay back all legal financial obligations following 
their release before they can vote. This requirement may have disenfranchised a significant number of ex-felons. 
Because there is no system in place for previously convicted felons to find out if they have any outstanding fines, 
many of them may not find out about these fees until after they vote. Some have chosen to not attempt voting at all 
to avoid possibly breaking the law.
     The issue of voting rights for felons is significant in Florida, which in 2016 had an estimated 1.6 million peo-
ple of the 6.1 million nationwide disenfranchised due to a felony conviction of the.    As the number of potential 
ex-felon voters is about 10 percent of the voting age population (and margins of victory for recent presidential and 
gubernatorial elections were roughly 1 percent), the consequences of this amendment could potentially have had a 
huge impact on voting results, but the new legislation regarding court debt has likely mitigated the effect. 

FIRES BLAZE ACROSS WEST COAST
By Mihika Shivakumar

    Currently, wildfires are scorching the West Coast. Hundreds 
of thousands displaced, dozens dead, and over 17,000 firefighters 
deployed to fight the fires. Images have covered social media of dif-
ferent cities’ skies, colored bright orange and red. Even if you don’t 
know anything about the current climate, this is concerning. 
So far, California, Washington, and Oregon are enduring the 
largest fires, but smaller ones are also burning through Arizona, 
Utah, Nevada, Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming. So far this year, at 
least 3.3 million acres have burned, which is larger than the entire 
state of Connecticut. Over 4,000 structures have been destroyed as 
well. There’s over 28 active fires in California, and 36 in Oregon. Even scientists and policy makers warning about 
climate change were alarmed by the severity of this year’s fire, only three years after the last large West Coast Wild-
fire. Many of the fires were started because of human causes, like the one you’ve probably heard of, the El Dorado 
Fire in San Bernardino. It actually started because of a gender reveal party gone wrong. There’s also investigations 
into the causes of the Alameda Fire in Oregon, which investigators are looking into as an arson. On the other hand, 
many fires were caused by lightning strikes to extremely dry patches, or downed power lines. The unusually strong 
winds have helped spread the fires at a much faster rate that it should’ve been able to.
While some fires have been nearly completely contained, most of the fires have barely improved, the containment 
efforts ot working.  “Pretty much everyone is at a loss of words. There’s certainly been nothing in living memory 
on this scale,” said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist at UCLA. These fires could be apocalyptic, especially to the 
current climate crisis at hand. 
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CHADWICK 
BOSEMAN: A 
MAN WHOSE 
CONTRIBU-
TIONS RE-
FORMED AMER-
ICAN CINEMA
By Amira Pierotti

      The world was devastated by the 
news that beloved actor and pro-
ducer, Chadwick Boseman, had died 
on August 28. The star had been 
battling Stage 4 colon cancer since 
2016, a part of his life he chose to 
keep private. Gaining international 
fame over his stunning portrayal of 
the Marvel character Black Panther, 
Boseman helped pave the way for 
greater representation of Black peo-
ple in film and television.
     Boseman was born in 1976 in 
South Carolina. He dreamed of 
directing and producing, beginning 
this journey at Howard University 
where he learned from some of the 
most prominent actors, directors, 
and producers. While Boseman 
started acting in plays, he rose to 
fame through his portrayal of Jackie 
Robinson in “42”. He starred as sev-
eral other prominent Black figures 
throughout history, including James 
Brown and Thurgood Marshall.
     Boseman began his groundbreak-
ing role as Black Panther in Marvel’s 
“Captain America: Civil War” and 
became a hero for Black folks across 
the globe. The mainstream super-
hero industry, both in comics and 
films, has historically been lacking 
in representation of Black people, 
cultures, stories, and history. Black 
superheroes are rarely main char-
acters or are included in popular 
franchises. Boseman became the 

first Black superhero to headline a 
Marvel film in 2018. Black Panther 
was championed across the globe for 
its incredible filmography, writing, 
directing, and representation of the 
beauty and diversity of Black people 
and cultures. 
Black Panther was more than a 
cultural phenomena: it was a global 
phenomena. 
     Not only did Boseman help create 
this incredible piece of art while on 
camera, but he was instrumental 
in the details that made the film a 
masterpiece. He lobbied for Wakan-
dan characters to use South African 
accents rather than American ones, 
held consciousness-raising sessions 
for the cast and crew on important 
aspects of African history and the 
African diaspora, and more. What 
resulted was near universal praise of 
a sci-fi film that arguably achieved 
and meant 
more than 
any oth-
er in the 
superhero 
genre.
      Bose-
man was 
beyond 
kind to ev-
eryone he 
met. Fans 
recount-
ed how 
when they 
met him, 
Boseman 
would take  
the time to 
have con-
versations 
with them. 
All who 
met him 
have shared 
his com-

passion for everyone and anyone. 
The shock and sadness of Boseman’s 
death has only compounded the 
grief and trauma of Black people 
this year. The disability community 
has likewise expressed its grief over 
never getting to see Black Panther as 
being portrayed by a person with a 
disability while Boseman was alive. 
The disability community has also 
reminded folks to not engage in 
“inspiration porn,” the act of being 
inspired by people with disabilities 
for doing everyday tasks or, in Bose-
man’s case, shooting Black Panther 
while battling cancer. Black people 
with disabilities in the film industry 
have been quick to note that Bose-
man’s career would likely have been 
over if he had shared his diagnosis 
and likely relied on his work to cov-
er medical costs. 
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SEXUAL MISCONDUCT 
CLAIMS RELEASED BE-
HIND THE SCENES OF THE 
ELLEN DEGENERES SHOW
By Joylyn Gong

Trigger Warning: Mention of sexual misconduct & 

sexual harassment 

     In recent months, The Ellen DeGeneres Show has been 
under fire for reported allegations from former employees 
on the show’s tolerance of sexual harassment and sexual 
misconduct in the work environment. The accusations were 
published in a BuzzFeed News article written by Krystie Lee 
Yandoli, and it rapidly garnered attention and prompted the 
question if the talk show is really what it appears to be on 
television.
     Thirty-six former employees came forward to express 
their anger at the distaste that they endured while work-
ing on the show, especially with the executive producer of 
the talk show, Ed Glavin. They explained to the BuzzFeed 
interviewer that Glabin would touch them nonconsensu-
ally and inappropriately in the control room and create an 
unavoidable feeling of discomfort and fear for many of the 
employees. More allegations were released when the then 
employees of the show stated that Kevin Leman, the head 
writer and other executive producer of the show, groped 
and made unprofessional and sexual remarks towards them 
when at work.Following the accusations, the studio stated 
that it “hoped to determine the validity and extent of pub-
licly reported allegations and to understand the full breadth 
of the show’s day-to-day culture.” Ellen DeGeneres herself 
expressed her apologies to the former employees and stat-
ed that “the show was supposed to be a place of ‘happiness’ 
where ‘everyone would be treated with respect.’” A handful 
of former employees have acknowledged that Ellen has had 
a lack of presence behind the scenes of the show, and the 
bonds that she had with those who helped run the show 
were not strong enough for her to know how her employ-
ees were treated. They have spoken out that the executive 
producers of the show mold a deception of what is actually 
occurring behind closed doors to DeGeneres and keep many 
occurrences not up for disclosure.

BREONNA TAYLOR & 
THE JUSTICE SYSTEM
By Joylyn Gong

    On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-
old black woman who was a devoted full-time 
emergency room technician, was fatally shot eight 
times when asleep by Jonathan Mattingly, Brett 
Hankison, and Myles Cosgrove from the Louis-
ville, Kentucky police department after they had 
wrongfully entered the apartment of an innocent 
woman. They were in search of two men that were 
in possession of drugs. Following Taylor’s death, 
nationwide Black Lives Matter protests sparked in 
anger of the injustice that has not yet been served 
for Breonna and her family with all three officers 
not being charged and arrested. Unfazed by the 
civil unrest that followed after Taylor’s death, Of-
ficer Mattingly wrote in an email when on admin-
istrative leave, “I know we did the legal, moral, and 
ethical thing that night.” 
    On September 15, a consensus was reached and 
the city of Louisville would provide Taylor’s family 
with a $12 million settlement and a promise of 
preventing further police killings from happening 
after Taylor’s family filed a wrongful death lawsuit 
against the Louisville police department for enter-
ing her apartment “without knocking and without 
announcing themselves as police officers.”
    On September 23, the grand jury declared that 
one of the officers who shot Taylor Officer Hank-
ison would “face three counts of Wanton Endan-
germent in the First Degree for shooting through 
Taylor’s wall into other apartments.” Rapidly after 
news coverage of the decision, outrage ignited 
on how flat, wooden inanimate plaster structure 
“received” justice before a human being. Calls for 
justice for Breonna continue six months later.
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IT WAS FUN 
WHILE IT 
LASTED: COVID 
CASES SPIKE AT 
UW MADISON
By Lavenia Vulpal & Anvika Annyapu

     College is always rough. It’s a new 
experience, a new place and there’s 
more to do. This year, we’ve had 
to deal with COVID-19. Though 
we know that this virus transmits 
through respiratory droplets and 
touch, some colleges around the 
country decided to ignore these 
facts and open in person. Howev-
er, that didn’t go according to plan, 
and those places had to move back 
to virtual learning. Even with all 
of these universities switching to 
online curricula, the University of 
Wisconsin decided to have a go at 
in-person learning and tried a hy-
brid format—some classes and days 
were virtual and the others were in 
person. Unfortunately, as soon as 
school started, cases in Wisconsin 
skyrocketed due to students not fol-
lowing safety guidelines. Officials at 
UW started facing backlash because 
they opened school. To prevent 
the situation from worsening, they 
tried to reinforce fines, pass stricter 
health guidelines, and put students 
in isolated rooms, but it was all to 
no avail. Two weeks after the grand 
start, UW is now virtual. So how did 
this ordeal go with UW-Madison?
     September indicates the start of 
freshmen moving into UW Mad-
ison’s University Housing. Many 
freshmen look  forward to this 
time of year to start a new chapter. 
Roughly 90% of freshmen move 
into UW Madison dorms each year 
to experience the living on campus 
experience and to gain a sense of 

individuality and independence. 
It comes with advantages 
such as being able to get to 
classes quicker, studying 
in libraries, and meeting 
new people. Unfortu-
nately, that partying is 
what got us to the train 
wreck. Many students 
came to live on cam-
pus to enjoy the full 
experience of college, 
and for some that also 
meant ignoring the 
mask mandate as well 
as the social distanc-
ing. To address the 
problem, more students 
were tested for COVID, and 
two of the notorious “party 
dorms” were put into quaran-
tine. As the problem escalated, 
students who live in fraternity/
sorority houses were required to get 
tested by September 11 unless they 
had tested positive for COVID-19 
within the past 90 days and weren’t 
experiencing symptoms. 26 out of 
the forty chapter houses were forced 
to quarantine. A fine was also put 
in place stating that “[students] may 
also receive a court order to quaran-
tine and/or a fine of up to $10,000, 
according to Public Health Madison 
and Dane County” if they didn’t 
follow COVID health guidelines. 
As of September 12th, over 1800 
students tested positive and 2200 
were quarantined with 85% of Dane 
County’s cases from UW-Madison. 
When asked their preference be-
tween online and normal school, 
the majority of students preferred 
in-person school for various reasons 
such as seeing friends and interacting 
with professors. The rest believed 
online school had it’s pros and  cons 
like having more freedom but lack of 
collaboration, having a set schedule, 

and not really learning anything. 
     But all 8 students believed that 
hybrid learning wasn’t worth it and 
that it was poorly executed. Because 
of the opening of classes, none of 
the students were surprised when 
UW Madison had to switch back 
to only online school after just two 
weeks. As for the dramatic increas-
es in cases, students are scared for 
their friends living on campus but 
equally angered at UW Madison for 
allowing students to move back in. 
After a lot of thinking and debating, 
UW decided to open. Though other 
colleges didn’t have good outcomes, 
the university opened and learned its 
mistake. Now, students are learning 
virtually and some are questioning 
the value of learning online while 
paying from $10,000-$40,000. All we 
can hope for the future is for this is-
sue to resolve and for this trainwreck 
to not happen again. It might’ve 
been fun while it lasted, but was it 
worth it?
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JOHN LEWIS: 
A CIVIL RIGHTS 
ICON WHO 
CHANGED THE 
WORLD
By Amira Pierotti

     Representative John Lewis, a 
hero throughout the Civil Rights 
Movement and through his work in 
Congress, passed away on July 17. 
While this article cannot encompass 
the tremendous courage, kindness, 
and dedication, it will encompass 
some of Lewis’s selfless contributions 
to American society and humanity 
as a whole. John Lewis was born on 
February 21, 1940 to a working class 
family in rural Alabama. Growing up, 
he was inspired by Reverend Martin 
Luther King Jr., especially his leader-
ship of the Montgomery bus boycott. 
Lewis worked to put himself through 
college where he met some of the 
leading minds in nonviolent protest 
theology which he would later use to 
protest the atrocious oppressions of 
the Jim Crow era. Lewis was one of 
the founders and leaders of the Stu-
dent Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee which organized lunch-count-
er sit-ins and other forms of peaceful 
protest. In 1960, during one of the 
sit-ins, Lewis was arrested for the 
first time. Between 1960 and 1966, 
Lewis would be arrested 40 times 
for peaceful protest.
      In 1961, Lewis became one of 
the original 13 Freedom Riders 
who challenged busing segregation 
in the South. The goal of the 1961 
Freedom Rides was to determine 
whether court rulings that pro-
hibited segregation in bathrooms, 
interstate buses, waiting rooms, 
and lunch-counters were being 
followed. The incredible young 

activists would disregard segregation 
signs over bathrooms and continued 
to drive throughout the south, even 
when they were beaten, arrested, and 
almost lynched by the Ku Klux Klan. 
On May 14, local officials in Alabama 
gave permission to the KKK to attack 
the Freedom Riders without any fear 
of prosecution. One of the Freedom 
Riders’s buses was firebombed and 
those on the other bus were beaten. 
Some of the Freedom Riders spent 
over 6 weeks in numerous jails and 
Lewis was beaten unconscious. Their 
activism drew national attention 
and led to the ban on segregation for 
interstate travel. Lewis also helped 
organize and lead the 1963 March 
on Washington for Jobs and Free-
dom. The youngest speaker, Lewis’s 
speech was so forward thinking that 
it had to be toned down over fears 
of alienating the President. Lewis 
organized one of the most promi-
nent marches in 1965. On March 7, 
John Lewis stood with 600 people on 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge between 
Selma, Alabama to demand voting 
rights. The protesters knew they 
would be met with police violence, 
but still stood silently and peaceful-
ly, demanding their right to vote. 
The violence that ensued led to the 
protest’s nickname “Bloody Sun-

day.” Images of the police brutality 
were televised and pushed President 
Johnson to stand behind the Voting 
Rights Act, which helped end racist 
voting laws that prevented millions 
of Black people from participating in 
democracy.
     After an unsuccessful campaign 
for the U.S.iIn 1977, Lewis was 
finally elected to Congress in 1986. 
Throughout his 34 years serving 
Atlanta, Georgia and all of America, 
Representative Lewis stood fast by 
his belief of equality of all people, 
championing bills like the Affordable 
Care Act. Lewis continued to protest 
throughout his years in Congress, 
even being arrested on numerous 
occasions. Never letting respectabil-
ity politics dictate his actions, Lewis 
even orchestrated a sit-in on the 
floor of the House of Representatives 
after the Pulse nightclub shooting in 
Orlando, Florida. Angered at the lack 
of inaction on gun safety laws, Lewis 
was joined by fellow Democrats to 
push for measures that would pre-
vent future massacres.
      One of Lewis’s most cherished 
pieces of advice has been to urge his 
fellow Americans to “get in good 
trouble, necessary trouble” to fight 
for equality for all.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
TOP 5 
TREEHOUSE OF 
HORRORS 
EPISODES
By Grace LeCaire

     Ever since their debut special 
during season 2 in 1990, “The Simp-
sons” have terrified us with their 
annual “Treehouse of Horror”. Each 
special consists of three different 
shorts. As Halloween approaches, I 
have been rewatching each of “The 
Simpsons” Halloween specials, and 
wanted to share 5 of my favorite 
episodes, and my favorite clips from 
them with you. But, if you find dark 
humor with a few heartfelt moments 
to be hilarious, then please read on. 
This contains many spoilers, so if you 
do not want the episodes spoiled for 
you, please read this after you have 
watched them.
Number 5: I

In the very first “Treehouse of Hor-
ror”, the Simpson kids share scary 
stories with each other in their tree-
house. In the stories, the Simpsons 
move into a haunted house, aliens 
kidnap the Simpson family, and 
Homer stars in a rendition of “The 
Raven”. The Simpson’s adaptation 
of “The Raven” is a great example 
of how Halloween does not always 
have to involve carnage to be great. 
It also demonstrates how creative the 
writers of “The Simpsons” are. “The 
Raven” was written back in 1845 by 
Edgar Allan Poe. In addition, James 
Earl Jones’ velvety voice narrated, 

this poem was shown to be noth-
ing, but great. This short starts off 
with Homer, mourning over his lost 
wife, Lenore, or Marge, and hears 
tapping at his chamber door. When 
he turns away, the tapping sound 
returns, but from the window. When 
he opens it, a raven, played by Bart, 
flies in. Homer tries to get the ra-
ven to leave, but the raven refuses, 
and says “Nevermore”. After Homer 
chases the raven all around the room 
with frustration, Homer’s study is 
left demolished. The raven is sitting, 
unharmed, above Homer’s chamber 
door, while Homer is sitting in front 
of a bookshelf, covered in books. 
This is not the scariest of “Treehouse 
of Horror” clips, but it is an eerie sto-
ry that makes you want to snuggle up 
under a blanket during Halloween.
Number 4: IV

In the 4th “Treehouse of Horror”, 
Homer trades his soul for a donut, 
Bart is haunted by a gremlin on 
the side of the bus in a “Nightmare 
at 20,000 Feet” scenario, and Mr. 
Burns turns out to be a vampire. In 
the first short, Homer lives in an 
imitation of “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster”. While at work, Homer 
finds himself hungry and comments 
aloud that he would trade his soul 
for a donut. Then, the Devil, played 
by Ned Flanders, appears, and offers 
him that exact deal. He leaves the 
last donut piece in his fridge, with a 
note telling him “Don’t Eat”. Homer 
being Homer, gets up in the middle 
of the night for a snack, and acciden-
tally eats the donut. Devil-Flanders 
appears, and tries to take him to 

the underworld, since Homer’s soul 
does belong to him. But before he 
can do so, Marge and Lisa appear, 
and persuade him to hold a trial for 
Homer. Until then, Homer is taken 
to the underworld, and is tortured, at 
least, they try to torture him. Unfor-
tunately for them, Homer does not 
get tormented easily. At the trial, 
Homer’s lawyer makes a fool of him-
self, and as one last attempt to keep 
her husband, Marge shows a photo 
from their wedding. On the back of 
it, Homer wrote that  in return for 
her hand in marriage, he gave Marge 
his soul. Since 
Homer could 
not give 
some-

thing 
away 
that 
was 
not 
even his 
to begin 
with, he 
is safe, 
and dev-
il-Flan-
ders is 
left to 
re
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turn alone to the underworld. I like 
this episode for two main reasons. 
One, imagining someone as up-
beat and harmless as Flanders to be 
the devil is priceless. Two, it is the 
sweetest thing to see how strong 
the connection between Marge and 
Homer is. Homer is certainly not the 
most aware husband, so when their 
love for each other is clearly shown, 
it is very sweet and heart-warming.
Number 3: XXVI

In the 26th “Treehouse of Horror’’, 
sideshow Bob finally kills Bart, 
Homer portrays Godzilla, and Bart, 
Lisa and Milhouse gain telepathic 
abilities. My favorite of these clips is 
easily the one starring the marvelous 
sideshow Bob. Ever since the 1st 
season, when Bart busted Bob for 
framing Krusty in an armed rob-
bery, he has persistently tried to kill 
Bart. In this episode, he finally does. 
Sideshow Bob lures Bart into the 
music room and uses a spear gun to 

kill him, and pull his heart 
out. But after 24 years 

(in reality) of trying, 
to finally complete 

his life’s mission 
so suddenly, Bob 

finds that he 
feels somewhat 
empty inside. 
Bart then 

takes 
his head, 

and puts it 
with a chick-
en, a frog, 
and antlers, 

under the 
machine and 

turns him into 
this outlandish 

looking 
weirdo. This 

short is one of the darker ones, so if 
unpleasant scenes upset you, I rec-
ommend skipping to the next clip. 
But, even with the murder taking 
place, sideshow Bob makes this short 
great. Sideshow Bob is my favorite 
character. This, combined with Bob’s 
intellectual and sophisticated manner 
is what makes this episode very easy 
to laugh with. And in the end, Bart is 
alive, Bob gets what’s coming to him, 
and all is well. 
Number 2: V

In the 5th “Treehouse of Horror”, the 
Simpson family stars in a portrayal 
of “The Shining”, Homer time travels 
and changes the course of histo-
ry, and Bart and Lisa’s elementary 
school turns to cannibalism when 
the food becomes unpopular. This 
is a great episode for the scarier side 
of Halloween, with an cumulatively 
high amount of frights from all of 
the shorts together. Now, back to 
the overview. In the opening, we see 
Bart get sent to detention, but with 
the detention room being filled to 
the brim with students, he is sent 
to the cafeteria, where the alterna-
tive detention room is. Principal 
Skinner complains to the lunch lady 
that the detention rooms are getting 
too full, and she complains that the 
food she has to work with is just 
awful. Skinner wonders if there is an 
answer to both of their problems, a 
‘killing two birds with one stone’ sort 
of solution, when one of the delin-
quents in detention, Jimbo, trips the 
lunch lady and gets the contents of 
the pot she was carrying spilled all 
over him. Skinner is yelling at him 
when he tastes some of the sauce that 
was on Jimbo. With a crazed look 
in his eye, Skinner sends Jimbo to 
“help” the lunch lady in the kitchen. 
The next day, the sloppy joes served 
at lunch are suspiciously good. But 
there is nothing that they can do to 
stop them. When only Bart, Lisa, and 

Milhouse are left in class, they try to 
escape, but are caught by Mrs. Kra-
bappel and sent to detention. There, 
they see soon to be served kids in 
cages, and are surrounded by the evil 
staff. Bart, saying that something will 
come along to save the two Simpson 
children, is proved wrong when he 
and Lisa then too fall into the blend-
er. Before they can be pulverized, 
Bart wakes up. 
Number 1: XI

This is my number one choice, and 
it is definitely a great one. In the 
11th “Treehouse of Horror”, Ho-
mer’s horoscope predicts his death, 
the Simpson family stars in some of 
Grimm’s fairy tales, and dolphins 
take over the world. In the third 
short, my favorite one, we see dol-
phins force humans into the ocean in 
a spin off of “The Day of the Dol-
phin” and “The Birds”. Taking place 
at the Marine World, the family 
watches the amazing Snorky, the 
dolphin. When Lisa sees how poorly 
Snorky is treated, she takes action, 
and sets the dolphin free. After doing 
a “Free Willy” leap, Snorky returns 
to the ocean, and reunites with his 
fellow dolphins. After witnessing 
their conversation through subtitles, 
we learn that Snorky is actually the 
king of the dolphins, and gathers 
his subjects to form an army and get 
revenge on the humans. The dol-
phins crash the meeting, and Snorky 
takes the stage telling the town that 
dolphins can speak, and that dol-
phins used to live on land but were 
banished to the ocean by mankind. 
When we thought they were all 
jumping out the water joyfully, they 
were actually trying to escape. Now, 
the dolphins want revenge, and try to 
banish the town to the ocean.I mean, 
cute, vengeful dolphins? That is ri-
diculously funny. This is why you can 
always  trust “The Simpsons” to make 
you laugh so much that it hurts.
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HUBIE HALLOWEEN 
MOVIE PREVIEW
By Emmie Digon

      On October 7, Hubie Halloween, a family com-
edy film, will be released for streaming on Netflix. 
Taking place in Salem, Massachusetts, the story 
follows Hubie Dubois, played by Adam Sandler. 
Hubie is a friendly and kind hearted person that 
cares a lot about the people in his town. Despite 
being continuously pranked by his neighbors, he will 
do everything in his power to protect them during 
Halloween, when townspeople start mysteriously 
disappearing. In order to make sure that his town 
and everyone in it is safe, he starts to investigate, 
searching for the source of all the spooky events that 
are happening.    
     Even though Hubie gets scared over the smallest 
things, he will do his best to save the town.
Other than the fact that watching halloween movies 
during the spooky season is an October tradition, 
many people are excited to watch this movie because 
of the many familiar faces in the cast. The main 
character is played by Adam Sandler, who is known 
for a multitude of family comedy movies, like The 
Waterboy (1998) and Grown Ups (2010). Similarly, 
Paris Berelc, who played Alex Mendoza in the Net-
flix series, “Alexa and Katie”, stars Megan, one of the 
female leads. The star-studded cast list also includes 
impressive names like for Peyton List, China Anne 
McClain, Kevin James, Julie Bown, Kenan Thomp-
son and more.
     I can already tell that this movie will have you 
laughing, but also on the edge of your seat. When 
this movie comes out, make sure to gather your fam-
ily, grab some popcorn, turn off the lights, and enjoy 
watching Hubie Halloween. 

MULAN REVIEW
By Emmie Digon

The new live action movie, Mulan, is now available on 
Disney plus for streaming. While this movie shares many 
common features to the original animation, it features a 
new concept story along with new characters. This movie 
emphasizes the theme of being different and striving for 
acceptance. From the very start, Hua Mulan, played by Liu 
Yifei, knew that she was different and was able to do things 
that most women couldn’t do. In order to bring honor to 
her family, she tries to fulfill the responsibility of a wom-
an and daughter rather than exploring her own identity. 
Xiang Lan, a new character played by Gong Li, is a witch 
who has been an outcast her whole life and searches for her 
purpose and a sense of belonging. When the imperial army 
requires one man from each family to fight for the country 
against Northern invaders, Mulan chooses to fight for her 
family and continues to hide her true identity. Xiang Lan 
helps the Northern invaders seek out revenge in hopes 
to prove that she deserves acceptance. These two charac-
ters share the same problem, but react in different ways. 
Through the amazing actors, costumes, visuals, music, and 
action scenes, the new story of Mulan is portrayed. If you 
enjoy live action scenes with stunning visuals and a sto-
ry with powerful meaning, I recommend that you watch 
Mulan. 
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THE HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN
By Emily Cai & Morgan Blackmore

     How has Halloween—also known as Hallowe’en, All Hallow’s Eve, or All Saints 
Eve—become such a big holiday, with Americans spending $9 billion each year? It 
originates from the Celtic festival Samhein (saa-wn), which celebrates at the 
end of the harvest season and in the beginning of the “darker”, winter 
season. It is even believed that spirits and ghosts have been seen walk-
ing through graveyards during this festival. Some souls were of passed 
relatives, others representing those who would die in the upcoming 
year. These spirits were seen as a mix of welcoming—who were given 
offerings—and evil, who people attempted to ward off. Most souls of 
past relatives were guided back home with candles and lanterns set 
in front windows, placing out foods and drinks mostly composed of 
crops, herbal teas, ale, cider, and homemade “cakes for the dead”. 
     With the abundance of spirits believed to be roaming on the night 
of Halloween, many would try and connect with the dead or predict the 
future, and witchcraft became more popular. Fires of all sizes were lit with 
respect to the fleeting sun, to scare away evil ghosts, and to welcome 
and guide lost spirits. Fires were lit at home and often kept burning until the 
next morning, some even until the following spring. Large bonfires were lit at sundown on hilltops during Sam-
hain to make offerings, burning bones of animals and harvested crops. Some also burned personal or sacred items 
in hopes of relief from sickness or poor fortune. Around these fires, people gathered in costumes of animal heads 
and skins—the earliest Halloween costumes—to scare away evil spirits. As the fire died down, it was considered 
good luck to take a burning kindling back home to their own fire. These were carried in the earliest forms of jack-
o-lanterns, turnips, or gourds. Families would carve scary faces and hold burning embers in them as they returned 
home, hoping they would provide yet another layer of protection from the spirits that may be on their path. 
     As previously mentioned, the original costumes were made from animal skins, and have evolved into the wide 
range of costumes available today. Many old costumes were home-made, with the objective of disguising oneself 
as something otherworldly to go unnoticed by unwanted spirits. This continued until the commercialization of the 
holiday began, with Halloween becoming more about keeping children entertained than celebrating old traditions. 
Witches, devils, and ghosts were replaced with more popular characters, from those seen in toys and heard about 
on radio to more racially insensitive costumes, often portraying cultures and races as an object or character you 
could mock.  Halloween customs and beliefs were first brought into America by Irish immigrants who were fleeing 
due to famine in the beginning of the 19th century. As Halloween became more widespread, commercialization 
followed as well. Companies started introducing manufactured costumes, yard decorations, and most importantly, 
Halloween candy. Presently, Halloween is ranked 5th in American revenue out of all holidays. This holiday is cel-
ebrated similarly in other countries, most of which are European. In Ireland, families often bake traditional fruit-
cakes called barmbracks and their capital city, Dublin, hosts an annual Halloween parade through the city square. 

WSMA HONORS PROGRAM CELEBRATES 
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR
By Julianna Baldo

    The Wisconsin School Music Association’s annual High School Honors project is premiering virtually on Octo-
ber 29th. In February and March of last year, high school musicians from around the state auditioned to perform in 
a highly selective group. Normally, this group would perform a selection of advanced music this fall after learning it 
at a camp over the summer. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, the camp was moved online, but was still a huge 
success. Memorial students, Julianna Baldo and Oliver Van Note in Mixed Choir, Ananya Krishna in Treble Choir 
and Ruby Dykstra in Concert Band were all part of the virtual project last year. Come support your fellow Spartans 
by watching the virtual concert release on October 29th at 7:30 on PBS Wisconsin.
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OCTOBER POETRY 
COLUMN
By Julianna Baldo and Emmie Digon

FALL FORWARD
When lost in the unknown of today, like leaves in 
the wind, 
you fall in sorrow.
Stand up, take a step forward, 
And help yourself.
Know that better things will come tomorrow
This is your story, 
not just a random book on a shelf.
Face the world with a fresh perspective and trust 
me, 
you will excel.

FALL FEELS
Everywhere I go,
Colors surround me as they flow.
Leaves turn red, orange, and yellow.
Soon enough, they’ll fall off trees, landing below.
Children walk through the calm breeze of a new 
season,
Smelling pine cones and jumping into piles of 
leaves without reason.
Lighting up candles, watching movies, the simple 
things have the most meaning.
October brings the feelings of fall, and may I say, 
it is very pleasing.

THE UMBRELLA ACADEMY 
SEASON 2 REVIEW! 
By Britney Tang

    Season 2 of the Netflix adaptation of comic book series, The 
Umbrella Academy, picks up from season 1’s cliffhanger. This 
season starts off with the Hargreeves siblings being scattered 
throughout the timeline in the 1960s of Dallas, Texas during 
the civil rights movement, the Vietnam war, and the assasina-
tion of John F. Kennedy. When Five arrives in Dallas, he dis-
covers that he and his siblings brought the apocalypse to 1963 
when they travelled back in time at the end of season 1. The 
Hargreeves must find one another in order to stop the apoca-
lypse once again, restore the timeline, and get back to 2019. 
    Fans of the show cannot get over the inappropriate rela-
tionship between 2 of the Hargreeves siblings. In season 1, 
viewers see how close they were in flashbacks of their child-
hood. By the end of season 2, the relationship expands and 
is making people very uncomfortable. Showrunner, Steve 
Blackman, defends the show by stating that the characters 
are not biologically related. However, many consider this as 
incest whether or not they’re blood-related since they grew up 
together as siblings. In episode 5 of season 2, 3 of the siblings 
had a conversation about how weird their family’s romantic 
relationships were. At one point, the character tries to explain 
why their relationship isn’t inappropriate, but it still doesn’t 
sit well with the audience. 
    Although The Umbrella Academy checks off various super-
hero and sci-fi cliches, it can still be enjoyable for those who 
aren’t big fans of those genres. The show does a good job with 
making the characters somewhat relatable. At the same time, 
you are constantly reminded that they are a dysfunctional 
family of superheroes. This season focuses more on charac-
ter development. Having been split up from one another and 
fending for themselves, they must adapt to their environment 
with the help of a few new characters. We get to see the Har-
greeves siblings separately as they face moral dilemmas and 
world ending catastrophes. The Umbrella Academy also man-
ages to bring light to the issue of racism that was amplified 
during the Civil Rights Movement. Even while addressing 
racism, light banter and witty remarks made even the most 
serious scenes seem light-hearted. Watching this season has 
been a rollercoaster of emotions. We see our favorite charac-
ter go through pain and sadness. One moment you are crying 
with them, the next, you’re on your feet dancing to the music.
     For the most part, the show is enjoyable. Even if it’s not 
your cup of tea, you can appreciate the wonderful costumes, 
the bright color schemes, and the fire background music. Sea-
son 2 has lots to offer and is sure to be a hit for many people.
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HOW YOU CAN USE THE IN-
TERNET AND PLANT TREES 
AT THE SAME TIME
By Sophia Jiang

    Especially in times like these, the internet is one of the most 
convenient and most frequently used tools of our generation. 
Whether you’re on a zoom call, checking Instagram, watching 
Netflix, reading the Sword and Shield newspaper, or searching 
up the definition of a new word, you are always using the in-
ternet. In order to use the internet, there are a variety of search 
engines you can choose from, such as Firefox, Safari, Yahoo 
Search, and more. The most popular search engine, well, you 
already guessed it -- it’s Google! Research shows that there are 
over 3.5 billion Google searches per day, and approximately 1.2 
trillion Google searches per year. Google’s estimated net worth 
is currently $300 billion. Our reliance on our current technol-
ogy has, without a doubt, made our life easier in various ways. 
However, in doing so, we are also harming the very planet we 
live on. But what if I told you that there was a way to freely use 
the internet and help the planet at the same time? The answer 
is Ecosia. Ecosia is a free browser extension that uses the prof-
its it earns from searches to plant trees. Ecosia’s servers run 
on renewable energy, so every search request removes 1 kg of 
CO2 from the air, making the air more neutral in CO2 levels. 
Although it may seem too good to be true, Ecosia is safe to use, 
and unlike other search engines, doesn’t sell your data and per-
sonal information to advertisers, and allows searches to be com-
pletely encrypted. To prove that all of this is for a good cause, 
monthly financial reports and informational videos are pub-
lished so viewers can see how revenue is spent. Ecosia is easy to 
use and has a very neat layout, so you always know where to go. 
If you prefer dark mode as opposed to a bright light mode, Eco-
sia also has a dark mode option that is easier on the eyes. Ecosia 
is completely legit, and it costs nothing. For more information, 
visit ecosia.org. Together, we can search to save the planet.

OCTOBER PLAYLIST
By Emme Digon

      It’s a new month and a new season filled 
with fall vibes and spooky stories! Here are 
some songs to put you in the October mood.
- Spooky Scary Skeletons by Andrew Gold
- Thriller by Michael Jackson
- Demons by Imagine Dragons
- Radioactive by Imagine Dragons
- So Am I by Ava Max
- Freaking Me Out by Ava Max
- Graveyard by Halsey
- Ghost by Halsey
- Bad Guy by Billie Eilish
- Bury a Friend by Billie Eilish
- Bones by Galantis ft. OneRepublic
- Autumn’s Song by Stephen Day
- You’re Somebody Else by Flora Cash
- Autumn Leaves by Ed Sheeran
- Autumn Town Leaves by Iron and Wine
- Zombie by The Cranberries
- Sweet Dreams (Are Made Of This) by Euryth-
mics
- Season of the Witch by Lana Del Rey
- Two Ghosts by Harry Styles
- October Skies by Mumford & Sons
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HOROSCOPES
By Caleigh Christy

Libra (Sep 

23 - Oct 22):  

This month is 
your time to shine! You’ll 
experience an extra boost 
of confidence and flare. 
Act on it swiftly and take 
advantage of your skills. 
You’ll want to show off 
and go right ahead, con-
tinue to build yourself up 
during this peak. 

Scorpio (Oct 

23 - Nov 21):  

You’ll need to 
take some time 

off this month and do 
some self-reflection. Any 
self-deprecation or an-
ger towards who you are 
shouldn’t be tolerated right 
now, so go after what you 
want and you’ll be sur-
prised at the outcome. 

Saggittarius (Nov 

22 - Dec 21):  his 
month holds some 
fiery energy for 

you, and you’ll need to find 
outlets to direct it into. You 
can create good vibes all 
around, as long as you don’t 
let anything build up within 
you. Split up that energy 
equally between all aspects of 
your life.

Capricorn 

(Dec 22 - Jan 

19): It’s okay 
to take a 

break this month, it’ll be 
a time of rest and rejuve-
nation. Don’t try to over-
do anything and trust 
your basics. After you 
take some time to rest, at 
the end of the month you 
can start looking to build. 

Aquarius 

(Jan 20 - Feb 

18): Your 
current career will be 
stunted by certain con-
flicts, but don’t mind this. 
The time for you to move 
forward with your talents 
will come and for now 
step back and quench 
your thirst for knowl-
edge. 

Pisces (Feb 

19 - March 20):  
This month, 
appreciate the 

comforts you already have 
and don’t look to spend on 
any new shopping desires. 
While you fall into what 
you have, you’ll need to set 
time aside for your closest 
relationships and quality 
conversations will result 
from this.

Aries (March 21 

- April 19): 

This month, 
speak your mind 

about something you’re 
passionate about. It’s time 
to take a stand to celebrate 
your passionate outlook on 
life. But be wary because 
this month will also push 
other signs to speak up, 
which could cause conflicts 
so know when to take a 
step back. 

Taurus (April 

20 - May 20): 

Advocate for 
what you need 

this month. It is time to 
break out of your shell 
and fight for your own 
happiness. This month 
will be full of creativity 
and positivity for you as 
long as you are willing to 
balance work and plea-
sure. 

Gemini (May 21 

- June 20): This 
month might 
bring quite the 

emotional struggle and 
will seem like a full-time 
uphill climb. But don’t 
stress too much, keep 
your humor close and 
you’ll be able to laugh 
your way through this 
seemingly unpredictable 
time. 

Cancer (June 

21 - July 22):  

Listen to your 
instincts this month, they 
will help you navigate this 
month with much more 
ease. Put your full emo-
tions on the line when it 
comes to interacting with 
others, but also pay special 
attention to your comfort 
zones. 

Leo (July 23 - 

Aug 22):  This is 
your month to 
splurge on some 

new things, as long as you 
have some money saved up. 
Try to avoid spending too 
much on items that don’t 
seem like a necessity. This 
month is all about home 
and hearth, so aim your 
spending to support that. 

Virgo (Aug 23 - 

Sep 22):  Prac-
tice patience this 
month, take lots 
of deep breaths, 

and let your guard down. 
Arguing with a closed 
mind won’t do you any 
good right now. In-
stead, try to listen with 
open ears, find common 
ground with others, and 
try to be more gentle. 
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FALL WORDSEARCH! 
By Britney Tang

BEETLEJUICE    GET OUT   GHOSTBUSTERS

HALLOWEEN   HALLOWEENTOWN HOCUS POCUS

SCARY MOVIE   SCREAM    THE CONJURING

THE RING    THE SHINING  SCOOBY DOO
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SPORTS
THE NFL IS HAPPENING!
By Tanay Desai

     Death, Taxes, and the NFL. Even amidst a pandemic, the National Football League has been able to make life 
feel a tad more normal for football fans. Aesthetically, the NFL has done an incredible job making sure that the 
games look the same. However, players have not felt the same way. Many players have said that the game has a 
practice like atmosphere, which forces them to build up their motivation rather than feeding off rabid NFL fans. 
For some teams, not having fans or limited capacity crowds have certainly helped. The undefeated Green Bay 
Packers were able to win their last two road games at two stadiums that would otherwise have hostile environ-
ments because of their crowd and stadium: The New Orleans Saints and Minnesota Vikings. The Packers lead the 
league in scoring and have scored 43, 
42, and 37 points in their first 3 games. 
Aaron Rodgers and the rest of the 
offense have felt comfortable in the 
second year of Matt LaFleur’s offense. 
Rodgers has taken advantage of the lack 
of crowd noise, by using his hard count to 
get defenders to jump offsides.
     The Packers are joined at the top of 
the NFC North with their long-time 
rival Chicago Bears. Chicago has 
had 3 nail-biting finishes, and their 
last win over the Atlanta Falcons even 
had a quarter- back switch. Super 
Bowl Winning Quarterback Nick 
Foles came in for Mitchell Trubisky and 
threw for 3 touch- downs for a comeback 
win over the Atlanta Falcons. Matt Ryan and the Atlanta Falcons have had a rough three weeks, blowing huge 
leads in their last two weeks. Staying in the NFC South, Drew Brees and the New Orleans Saints have struggled 
in their first 3 weeks, dropping 2 out of their three games including the NFL’s first game in Las Vegas. Fellow 
Future Hall of Famer and NFC South Quarterback Tom Brady has finally found his footing with the Buccaneers, 
leading the Bucs to a 2-1 record thus far. The NFC West has proven to be the NFL’s Best.
     Russell Wilson looks to be the NFL MVP Front Runner with 13 touchdowns in the first 3 games. Wilson and 
the Seahawks have shades of a 2010s Packers team with a putrid defense but an unreal quarterback who can 
bring his team to a win over anyone. Kyler Murray and Jared Goff have also led their team to quiet 2-1 records. 
Jared Goff and the LA Rams nearly pulled off a miraculous comeback over the Buffalo Bills, but thanks to an 
MVP performance from quarterback Josh Allen, the Bills Mafia is celebrating a win. Pittsburgh and Tennessee 
are undefeated, while the Texans, Bengals, Jets, and Broncos are winless.
     The league’s two worst teams appear to play in the stadium: The Jets and the Giants have been ravaged by their 
opponents the first three weeks and look to be the frontrunners in the chase for the number one pick. So far 
there has only been one positive COVID-19 case this season and that was the Atlanta Falcons Cornerback A.J. 
Terrell. 
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MOTHERS TAKE 
ON THE US 
OPEN 
By Jessica Jiang

     This year’s US Open made history 
- the two-week-long event witnessed 
the first time that three mothers have 
been in the quarterfinals of the same 
Grand Slam tournament. Serena 
Williams of the US, Victoria Azaren-
ka of Belarus, and Tsvetana Pironko-
va of Bulgaria battled through four 
rounds of tough opponents and long, 
3-set matches to find themselves 
among the top 8. The three mothers 
were matched against each other 
from that point on, beginning in the 
quarterfinals, where Williams and 
Pironkova faced off in a 3-set match. 
Williams emerged the victor and ad-
vanced to the semifinals, where she 
played Azarenka. 
    Azarenka, moving from a relative-
ly quick quarterfinal match, ground 
out a tough three sets against Wil-
liams after losing the first set only 
1-6. Azarenka later picked up the 
pace and proved stronger - after two 
6-3 sets, she found herself competing 
in her first Grand Slam Final in seven 
years. 
    While she, unfortunately, lost 
to fourth-seeded Naomi Osaka in 
another 3 sets, she was the closest 
among the mothers to become the 
fourth mother to win a Grand Slam. 
The only three mothers to have won 
a Grand Slam since 1968 are Evonne 
Goolagong, Margaret Court, and 
Kim Clijsters, who reappeared in the 
first round of the 2020 US Open as 
well despite retirement.
     Throughout the tournament, 
ESPN regularly highlighted the feats 
of these three women, broadcasting 
video features of them and their chil-
dren to celebrate their accomplish-
ments. Fans were able to watch clips 

of the at-home lives of the players 
and their children, such as Williams 
dancing with her⁴ 3-year-old daugh-
ter Olympia, giving insight into the 
dual lives of these extraordinary 
moms.
     Life after childbirth has not been 
easy for any mother trying to balance 
a tennis career with motherhood. 
Going on hiatus severely harms the 
women’s’ WTA (Women’s Tennis 
Association) rankings, which in turn 
affect the draws of tournaments 
by making it harder for players to 
qualify and compete. However, many 
players, especially Williams and Az-
arenka, have been very vocal about 
pushing for increased protection of 
rankings for mothers returning from 
maternity leave, especially since both 
former world No. 1s’ experienced 
their rankings drop by the hundreds 
after maternity leave. In 2018, the 
WTA pushed for new rules that 
allowed for injured players or new 
mothers to have “special rankings” 
after returning to play, much to Aza-
renka’s satisfaction. She continues to 
be an advocate for increased protec-
tion of mothers on the courts.
     While these three women may 
have been the face of mothers in the 
US Open, they were not the only 
ones to pursue their tennis passions 
while also bearing the responsibilities 
of motherhood. 
     There were nine total women in 
the main draw of the Women’s Sin-
gles bracket, and even more, moth-
ers competed for the doubles and 
Wheelchair Tennis draws. These re-
markable women, tennis players, and 
mothers truly represent something to 
celebrate; they have shown the world 
that women have the strength to 
fulfill their careers and dreams while 
also nurturing their families and the 
bright minds of the next generation. 

Serena Williams

Victoria Azarenka

Tsvetana Pironkova
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BUCKS’ HISTORIC
SEASON ENDS WITH 
EARLY EXIT
By Sanjay Palta-Hill

     The Miami Heat defeated the Milwaukee Bucks 
103-94 in game five of the Eastern Conference Semi-
finals, sending the Bucks home with a 4-1 series loss. 
With the help of prolific shooters Tyler Herro and 
Duncan Robinson, Jimmy Butler and the Heat put the 
rest of the league on notice by knocking the number 
one team in the NBA out of playoff contention. The 
Bucks, whose eyes were fixed on a championship 
heading into the playoffs, were devastated by the ear-
ly exit from the NBA bubble, and it leaves fans with 
apprehension as Giannis heads into free agency. 
     The Milwaukee Bucks started the 2019-20 cam-
paign with high hopes. With the addition of key 
role players like Kyle Korver, Wesley Matthews, and 
Robin Lopez to an already-dominant core, Bucks fans 
anticipated a championship from the very beginning. 
At first, the Bucks did not disappoint, steamrolling 
their way past opponents through most of the regu-
lar season. Led by a Defensive Player of the Year and 
a back-to-back MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo, the 
Bucks boasted the best offensive and defensive ratings 
in the NBA, en route to leading the league in regu-
lar-season wins.
     After heading into the bubble with championship 
hopes and being eliminated in the second round, 
Bucks fans are left to wonder what went wrong with 
the team that seemed virtually unbeatable for nearly 
the entire season. Some point to Milwaukee’s lack-
luster defense as the determining factor, while others 
blame its substandard shooting for losing the series. 
What was clear to viewers, however, was the Bucks’ 
lack of transition offense. 
    For most of the regular season, the Bucks relied on 
their defense to give Giannis Antetokounmpo easy 
transition opportunities, which opened the door to 
a lineup stacked with shooters. This formula worked 
for a long time, but Miami’s physical defense and 
perimeter-centric playstyle seemed to shut down and 
demean the Bucks entirely. Giannis’ contract has ex-
pired, and fans wait nervously to see if he will choose 
to remain patient and stay with the Bucks or leave for 
another team, leaving the Bucks’ future up in the air.

BIG TEN FOOTBALL IS 
BACK!
By Tanay Desai 

After a cancellation, lots of controversy, and many 
COVID cases at Big Ten Campuses, the Conference 
has found a way to bring football back. So we can 
finally say, Big Ten football is back, so back. Teams 
will play an 8-game, all-conference schedule, starting 
on the 24th of October. The season will conclude 8 
weeks later, meaning that there will be no breaks for 
the teams, on December 19th. The final week of the 
season will be a “championship week” where the best 
teams in the Big Ten West and Big Ten East will face 
off, and the second-best team in the Big Ten East and 
West will face off, and so on. Each team will play every 
other team in their division of the Big Ten, and play 
2 crossover games. Nebraska, the team that was most 
critical of the Big Ten’s original decision to cancel 
football in the fall, faces the toughest crossover chal-
lenge as they must play the Penn State Nittany Lions 
and one of the country’s best teams: The Ohio State 
Buckeyes. The Big Ten will be able to join the other 
power 5 conferences that are playing college football 
this fall (the Atlantic Coastal Conference, The South-
eastern conference, and the Big 12 conference), in the 
College Football Playoff. The CFP is the way teams 
can compete for a National Championship. The Big 
Ten will also be allowed to have its teams participate in 
the many bowl games that take place during the bowl 
season. Joining the Big 10 this fall will be the other 
conference that canceled their season in the summer: 
The Pacific 12, or Pac 12. The Pac 12 will be playing 
a 6 game schedule beginning in November. Big Ten 
players that have opted out of the season, but have not 
hired an agent will be able to opt back into the season. 
The most prominent factor in the Big Ten’s return was 
the emergence of rapid COVID testing. Players will 
also undergo cardiac screenings to test for heart prob-
lems. The Wisconsin Badgers will take on the Fighting 
Illini on October 24th.
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THE 2020 US OPEN: UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND DRAMA IN MEN’S SINGLES
By Jessica Jiang

     The 2020 US Open was like no other. Due to COVID-19, regular audience members were absent, leaving 
stadiums eerily empty. However, large tarps draped across the seats depicting New York with the mantra “New 
York Tough” gave inspiration in every stadium. In the front rows of Arthur Ashe Stadium were art projects hon-
oring BLM as part of the US Open’s “Be Open” movement. Large monitors, standing on either side of the court, 
projected video collages of excited fans cheering on their favorite players while audio of applause filled in for the 
missing hoots and whistles of the New York crowd. While the tournament may have lacked the usual energy of 
the audience, the drama of each match was no less exciting than if they were there.
     The Men’s Singles draw was especially exhilarating. Beginning with the release of the draw, fans were thrilled 
to see how the tournament would unfold. The usual favorites, Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal chose not to 
compete for safety purposes. This left Novak Djokovic, the current world No. 1 and 1st seeded player, as the most 
likely winner of the 2020 US Open.
     However, Djokovic was not the only star of the show. The rarity of having two “Big Three” players absent from 
a Slam turned the spotlight towards the newest generation of players, such as Denis Shapovalov and Felix Auger 
Aliassime of Canada, Alexander Zverev of Germany, and Daniil Medvedev of Russia, who are quickly gaining fan 
followings of their own. Many tennis fans viewed the 2020 US Open as an indicator of the future of Men’s tennis 
once the Big Three retire.
     The tournament was ridden with unpredictable thrills. Seeded players were taken down by the unseeded. 
Two-set leads were lost in five-set matches. Mental toughness was the key to advancing to the next round.
     There is no better embodiment of this mental strength than in Dominic Thiem, the 2020 US Open Champion. 
At 27, the No. 2 seeded Austrian sought his first Grand Slam title after making three Grand Slam final appear-
ances. After losing to Djokovic in a close 5 sets at the 2020 Australian Open in early February, he was expected 
to face him once again in the US Open finals. However, Djokovic was suddenly disqualified in the fourth round 
after accidentally hitting a lineswoman in the throat with a ball out of frustration, leaving Thiem a clearer path 
to the title. He battled Medvedev in the semifinals, saving numerous set points and winning tiebreaks for the 
second and third sets, giving him a straight-set win to the final round. There, he faced his good friend Zverev and 
came back from two sets down to win a close and grueling Championship 2-6, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (8-6). 
     Full of suspense, this tournament will be forever remembered in tennis history, where Men’s Tennis found a 
new champion and tennis fans were reassured that the future was in good hands. 
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PACKERS START SEASON 
STRONG
By Beau Bernards

The Packers have started their season red hot with gun-
slinger Aaron Rodgers and his arsenal of weapons leading 
the way. Davante Adams also stepped up his game in week 
one ending the day with 14 receptions, 156 receiving yards, 
and 2 touchdowns in a 43-34 win against the Vikings. 
Week two started a little shaky for the cheeseheads, falling 
behind 14-3 after the first quarter. However, things quickly 
turned around for the Pack who went on a 31-0 run in the next 2 
quarters. Aaron Jones led the team to a 42-21 victory with 3 touchdowns 
and 236 all-purpose yards. As week three rolled in, some key inactive players were stud DT Kenny Clark with a 
lingering groin injury, and stellar WR Davante Adams was ruled out before the Sunday night ballgame against the 
New Orleans Saints. After the first quarter of the game, the Packers were down 3-7 after a Mason Crosby 52 yard 
field goal, and an opposing Saints touchdown. The preamble of the second quarter was promising with a 47-yard 
reception by Allen Lazard, setting up an easy Packers touchdown. The momentum quickly shifted in the Packs’ fa-
vor when the second half started when they came back from a 4 point deficit, and won 37-30. Allen Lazard stepped 
up his game proving he is a solid #2 receiver with a bright future after catching 6 receptions for 146 yards, and a 
touchdown. 

THE FIGHT TO SAVE MEN’S GYMNASTICS
By Eliana Sauer

     Thousands and sometimes millions of fans watch women’s gymnastics competitions. It is a given that the med-
al-laden program led by Simone Biles will garner huge media attention. However, the New York Times reported 
that on day one of the men’s program of the USA Gymnastics Championships in August of 2018 there were only 
2,000 people in the stands. This disparity plays out nationwide with every aspect of men’s and women’s gymnas-
tics. Women in gymnastics are sponsored by big-ticket companies such as Nike, Kellogg’s, and Hershey’s, while 
5-time men’s gymnastics champion Sim Mikulak’s sole sponsorship is from MateBros (a beverage company that he 
co-founded). The number of male competitors in the US is also falling; There are approximately 155,925 female 
USA Gymnastics members, and only 19,681 male members. In 2018 there were only 21 colleges with men’s gym-
nastics programs (82 with women’s programs), but that number has continued to drop.
     On September 10, the University of Minnesota announced that it was going to be cutting the men’s track and 
field, tennis, and gymnastics programs from its athletic department. Athletic director Mark Coyle broke the news 
on a Zoom call and cited the loss of revenue from the postponed football season this year as the main reason for the 
cuts. Coyle also referenced Title IX as a reason for the cuts, saying that enrollment at the University of Minnesota 
is 54% female and 46% male, therefore the cuts of these sports were made to more equitable reflect the makeup of 
the student body. CBS News Minnesota spoke to gymnastics senior Shane Wiskus who said, “It’s devastating. It’s 
like a piece of me was just ripped out today, so it’s a very sad day,” and went on to say that he will continue to fight 
for the program. 
     Gopher men’s gymnastics has been a successful program for over 100 years and is part of the University’s histo-
ry. Its disappearance from the University of Minnesota would greatly reduce the visibility of the sport in the mid-
west and could have disastrous consequences for the men’s gymnastics program nationwide. Since the news broke, 
there has been a flood of pushback and all three of the impacted teams have staged protests, marches, and rallies 
calling for the reinstatement of men’s tennis, track and field, and gymnastics. The University’s Board of Regents 
will vote on a final decision on October 8, and until then the teams are urging the public to call the Board, sign 
petitions, write emails, and do whatever they can to help. Petitions to sign and emails to send to help push for the 
reinstatement of men’s gymnastics can be found at @save_gophergymnastics on Instagram, and the track and field 
account is @reinstateumnmenstf.
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MLB PLAYOFF 
SEASON
By Nolan Sullivan

 While Major League Baseball and its 
Players Association took nearly two months to 
reach an agreement on terms regarding their 
revised regular-season schedule, it’s now safe 
to say that those plans were successful. Despite 
early COVID-19 outbreaks mostly within the 
Miami Marlins and St. Louis Cardinals organi-
zations, the league carried on with the season 
and was able to limit the spread of the disease. 
Now, in early October just like normal, playoff 
baseball is underway.
The 60-game season might’ve seemed too short 
to some, but the expanded playoff bracket will 
provide far more postseason baseball than usu-
al. Instead of having just a combined 10 teams 
from both the National and American Leagues, 
there are now 16 teams in the bracket altogeth-
er. It will start with 8, 3-game Wild Card series 
between the 8 playoff teams in each league, 
and then it will return to its normal format. To 
hopefully finish the season safely and healthi-
ly, the league has decided on 4 neutral sites in 
Texas and California for the remaining 8 teams 
to play at after the Wild Card Series. While 
it may not be a fully isolated “bubble” like the 
NBA was able to create, there is hope that this 
plan will allow the season to conclude without 
any disruption.Last season’s World Series was 
a thrilling, 7-game series between the Wash-
ington Nationals and Houston Astros that 
lived up to all of the hype. However, the clear 
favorites to hoist the coveted Commissioner’s 
Trophy are the Los Angeles Dodgers. Many 
believe that their window to win a champion-
ship with their current group of core players is 
closing and that this could be their year to do 
just that. Aside from LA, both the San Diego 
Padres and Chicago White Sox are teams that 
very well could make a long run this year. Both 
squads have been on the rise this season, and 
have a good mix of both youth and experience. 
Regardless of who will reign victorious by the 
end of October, fans should be ready for an 
action-packed next few weeks of America’s 
pastime.       

Join the 
Sword & 
Shield! 

Mondays at 12:00pm 
over Zoom! 

Email 
memorialswordandshield@

gmail.com 
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OSAKA TAKES HOME 2ND 
US OPEN TITLE
By Sophia Jiang

At an empty Arthur Ashe Stadium on a September Satur-
day, Naomi Osaka seized her 3rd major grand slam title at 
the 2020 US Open, defeating Victoria Azarenka in a thrill-
ing three set match. After recently becoming a mother, 
two-time major grand slam champion, Victoria Azarenka, 
played in her first grand slam final in 7 years. She played 
a tough match against Serena Williams in the semi-finals, 
allowing her to face her final opponent-- the 22-year-old 
tennis star, Naomi Osaka. Both women were looking to 
win their 3rd major grand slam title as they faced off. Al-
though there were no spectators due to Covid-19, the en-
ergy and fighting spirit was no less exciting than previous 
US Open finals. Azarenka dominated in the first set, drop-
ping only a single game at Osaka’s serve. However, Osaka 
didn’t give up, and managed to break Azarenka’s serve, 
eventually taking the second set. By the time the third set 
rolled around, Osaka was in a controlling position, and 
led 4-1 after getting a crucial hold at a hard-fought deuce. 
Although things were looking smooth for Osaka, Azarenka 
still battled on, demonstrating impeccable survival skills as 
she saved four breakpoints and held at 4-2 with an ace. Az-
arenka then proceeded to break Osaka with two forehand 
winners. Osaka didn’t give Azarenka any more chances to 
make a comeback, however, because soon later, when the 
score was at 4-3, Osaka broke Azarenka’s serve, making the 
score 5-3. In the last game, Osaka served for the champion-
ship, and fought hard to eventually win her 2nd US Open 
title, and 3rd grand slam title. Both players did a wonderful 
job in an electrifying final, and it will definitely be a cham-
pionship match to remember. 

LAKERS, HEAT SET 
FOR FINALS 
MATCHUP
By Sanjay Palta-Hill

     The Miami Heat and the Los Angeles Lak-
ers will meet in the NBA Finals after making 
dominant runs through their respective confer-
ences. Led by Jimmy Butler, the Miami Heat will 
attempt to upset LeBron James and his Laker 
squad. The Lakers were among the title favorites 
coming into the postseason, but the fifth-seeded 
team from Miami shocked the league by march-
ing its way into the finals. The teams’ styles of 
play make for an exciting finals matchup.
     The Miami Heat came into the playoffs as 
the fifth seed in the Eastern Conference. After 
sweeping the Indiana Pacers in the opening 
round, the team from South Beach put the 
league on notice by pulling a gentleman’s sweep 
on the Milwaukee Bucks. Boston stood no 
chance in the Eastern Conference Finals with 
the incredible performances of Tyler Herro, Jim-
my Butler, and Bam Adebayo. The Heat easily 
took the series in six games. Miami has thrived 
throughout the playoffs on lights-out shooting 
and a suffocating defense. Its eyes are now set 
on defeating LeBron James and winning its first 
title since 2013. 
     On the other side of the playoff bracket, the 
Los Angeles Lakers steamrolled opponents 
despite facing high-caliber teams. Los Angeles 
pulled gentleman’s sweeps on the Portland Trail 
Blazers, the Houston Rockets, and the Denver 
Nuggets to work its way into the NBA finals. 
Led by LeBron James and Anthony Davis, the 
Lakers used their sheer size and inside presence 
to succeed on both ends of the court.
     The Lakers’ dominant play in the paint will 
be tested by the Heat’s smothering defense. 
The shooting of Heat players Tyler Herro and 
Duncan Robinson will surely be a significant 
factor in the outcome of the series. This year’s 
finals are crucial to the legacy of the aging LeB-
ron James, who many criticize for inconsistent 
championship success. With two teams stacked 
with superstars and talent, the NBA finals are 
sure to be one for the ages.
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WORLD 
SOCCER 
UPDATE
By Nolan Sullivan

     As sports leagues around the 
world have been resuming over the 
past few months, many top leagues 
of club soccer have already begun 
their second campaign of the year. 
This is most notably true in both 
Europe and North America, where 
the MLS and dozens of European 
leagues have started up play again 
after ending their past seasons in the 
summer months.
     While the biannual transfer win-
dow opened up this year in late July 
rather than its’ normal June start, 
there was no shortage of unexpect-
ed transfers or rumors. After just 
squeaking out a top 4 finish in the 
English Premier League in 2020, 
Frank Lampard’s Chelsea side shelled 
out just over $270 million in a com-
plete overhaul of the team. Among 
those signings are the German prod-
igies Kai Havertz and Timo Werner, 
Leicester City’s Ben Chilwell, and 

Ajax winger Hakim Ziyech. Also in 
the Premier League, North London’s 
Tottenham Hotspurs and Welsh 
winger Gareth Bale met again, Man-
chester City brought in youngsters 
Nathan Ake and Ferran Torres, and 
Everton surprisingly signed the Co-
lombian James Rodriguez, reuniting 
him with manager Carlo Ancelotti. 
     In some of the most surprising 
news of the summer, Barcelona 
legend and captain Lionel Messi 
announced intentions to leave his 
boyhood club during the transfer 
window. After FC Barcelona’s disas-
trous 8-2 loss to the German club, 
Bayern Munich in the quarterfinals 
of the UEFA Champions League, the 
club and its board of directors were 
barraged with calls for resignations 
and fans demanding a total rebuild 
of their aging team. On September 
4th, Messi ultimately decided to stay 
at the club. In an interview for the 
soccer news publication, Goal, Messi 
said, “I would never go to court 
against Barca because it is the club 
that I love, which gave me every-
thing since I arrived, it is the club 
of my life, I have made my life here. 
Barca gave me everything and I gave 

it everything.” 
     On top of the domestic leagues 
restarting across Europe, there 
are also a variety of domestic and 
intercontinental tournaments taking 
place. In the UK, the FA Cup, which 
is the oldest national soccer compe-
tition in the world, has just begun 
its qualifying rounds for the tour-
nament. While most people expect 
larger clubs like last years’ winners, 
Arsenal FC, to dominate, there are 
always unexpected sides that make 
it further than anyone could’ve 
predicted. This year, many are fol-
lowing the newly created “Hashtag 
United FC”. The club was founded 
just 4 years ago by YouTube person-
ality, Spencer Owen, and originally 
played exhibition matches with the 
team consisting of friends and other 
YouTubers. However, after applying 
to join the English football system 
before the 2018-19 season, Hashtag 
has recently won 3 matches in the 
preliminary and first qualifying 
rounds of the tournament. While 
there are plenty of games ahead of 
them, everyone liked a good un-
derdog story and maybe they can 
provide just that.
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OPINIONS

     COVID-19 has resulted in many deaths, cancelations, and precautions. Everyone wants to go back to their 
normal lives and move on from the coronavirus. While vaccines for the coronavirus are being developed, it is 
happening at a very slow pace, which is making many people impatient. Since the vaccine has to go through 
many phases and trials, a vaccine for the coronavirus won’t be released for at least 12 months. According to the 
New York Times, 27 vaccines are in phase 1 for safety trials, 14 vaccines are in phase 2 for expanded trials, 11 
vaccines are in phase 3 for efficiency only 5 vaccines have been approved for limited use and zero have been 
approved for full use. Some argue that we are losing precious time and that the vaccine should be released soon-
er. However, rushing the process of the vaccine will only lessen its effect against the virus and could be harmful 
because of possible side effects. The Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) explains how, “Looking 
at the risks and the steps to mitigate them sheds light on some of the factors behind the long, expensive process.” 
Some of those risks include getting measles, a respiratory syncytial virus (RVS), and dengue fever. The reason 
why vaccines have to go through many phases, tests, and trials is to make sure that the human body is responding 
to the vaccine properly without any problems. In fact, it takes at least 3 weeks for the human body to respond to 
vaccines. The whole purpose of the vaccine is to protect us from the coronavirus. If we are more focussed on re-
leasing the vaccine sooner rather than prioritizing its effectiveness and if it actually works, then there is no point 
in having a vaccine. For those reasons, we should be patient, continue to take safety precautions, and trust that 
the vaccine will be released when the time is right.

SHOULD THE 
VACCINE BE RELEASED SOONER OR LATER?

By Emmie Digon



WHY WE SHOULD BOYCOTT THE NEW 
LIVE-ACTION MOVIE OF MULAN
By Amy Yao

     After months of waiting and anticipation, the live action remake of the classic Walt Disney movie Mulan 
came out on September 4th on Disney+. When it first premiered, many of the initial feedback was positive. 
However, it has stirred up a lot of controversy due to the filming location in Xinjiang, China, where over one 
million Muslims have been detained in concentration camps since 2017. 
     We must boycott this movie. Mulan, which was supposed to be a children’s film about empowering wom-
en and defying stereotypes, is now supporting more violence. Uyghurs and other ethnic minorities in East 
Turkeston are subject to abuse such as torture, brainwashing, and forced sterilization. An estimated 130,000 
die every three months, excluding children. Filming in the middle of a cultural genocide is not okay. In the final 
credits of Mulan, Disney offers thanks to government entities in Xinjiang who operate “re-education camps”- 
and by “reeducation”, they are referring to the operation of at least 14 internment camps and offering their 
thanks to the Chinese Communist party’s propaganda department. The movie has also been under fire after Liu 
Yifei, the actress who played Mulan, made 
a statement on social media platform Weibo 
siding with Hong Kong police brutality. Disney 
has granted a platform for someone who agrees 
with the Chinese gov- ernment’s violation of 
human rights. Hong Kongers have been 
peacefully protesting for their democracy but 
have been met by tear gassing, beatings, arrests, 
and worse. Yifei sup- ports these horrific acts, 
and this is why I cannot support her. Mulan is 
Chinese, making her the first and only South Asian 
Disney princess. Mulan is known for its Asian 
representation as it is the first Disney movie with 
an all Asian cast. This is especially important, as 
people of color are underrepresented in the media. Despite this bare minimum, Hollywood does have a long his-
tory of whitewashing—casting white actors to play non-white characters. However, while there was an all-Asian 
cast, the director, screenwriters, and the costume designers were not of Chinese descent, as if Hollywood was try-
ing to appear to be inclusive without doing so behind the scenes. Mulan’s costume designer also mentioned her 
research included visiting European museums with Chinese departments and a three-week visit to China, which 
faced backlash as people pointed out that they should have instead hired someone who could actually reflect the 
Chinese culture and the story’s origins. The movie itself was also changed from the older animation, including 
removing Mushu, the talking Chinese dragon who accompanied Mulan; changing the female antagonist to a 
male antagonist; getting rid of her dramatic hair-cutting scene; removing General Li Sheng, Mulan’s love interest 
and the commander of their army troop; and removing the entire soundtrack, including songs such as Reflection 
by Lea Salonga and “I’ll Make a Man Out of You” by Donny Osmond and Chorus. By removing Mushu, the jokes, 
and the soundtrack altogether, it just wasn’t as good of a movie as before. Growing up Chinese American, I was a 
big fan of the original 1998 film, since I got to see people who looked like me, but this live action just feels disap-
pointing. Although having an all-Asian cast is certainly a milestone, as someone who supports universal human 
rights, I will not support the Mulan live action. Having representation is not worth the mass incarceration of 
Muslim Uyghurs. Furthermore, there isn’t enough Asian representation behind the scenes. If you do choose to 
boycott Mulan, some of my personal recommendations for other films or shows with Asian representation (both 
on screen and behind the scenes) are The Farewell, Crazy Rich Asians, Saving Face and The Half of It, both of 
whom were made by the same director Alice Wu; Kim’s Convenience, and Fresh Off the Boat. We will not turn a 
blind eye to police brutality and racial injustice and we will not settle for the Mulan live action. #BoycottMulan.
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LOWER THE VOTING 
AGE TO 16!
By Mihika Shivakumar   
     Voting is widely recognized as one of the most im-
portant human rights, and a key part within a democ-
racy. So far, it’s an opportunity only for people above 
the age of 18. But in the current political scheme, more 
and more youth are speaking up and out about what 
they believe in. It raises the question: Should the voting 
age be lowered to sixteen? 
     In the last 2016 election, voter turnout was less than 
60%. The percentage of voters in the 18-24 age range 
didn’t pass 40%. It’s a valid statement to say, instead of 
just incorporating more young voters onto the scene, 
focus our resources onto making sure eligible people 
do come out and vote! Sixteen year olds also are also 
typically considered easily influenced kids. They might 
just come out and follow their parents’ decisions. As 
children, not legal adults, they don’t have enough life 
experience to have a say in deciding who’ll run the 
cities, states, and country we live in. 
     Despite all of that, there’s also the fact that being a 
legal adult doesn’t distinguish “adult responsibilities”. 
Sixteen year olds drive, pay taxes, and have their own 
jobs. They should have a say when it’s their own rights 
at stake. As time goes on, sixteen year olds are becom-
ing more and more informed about the world around 
them. Research shows that sixteen year olds have the 
same civic knowledge as other 18-24 year olds, who
are allowed to vote at just two years older. 
     As a fifteen (nearly sixteen) year old myself, it’s frus-
trating to see decisions being made in the world around 
me that personally impact me, but not being able to 
have a say in them. Lowering the voting age would 
give me, and others my age the power to use that right 
to influence the decisions being made around us.
     What do you believe? If you were sixteen in today’s 
world, would you want the power to vote?

DEFUNDING PLANNED 
PARENTHOOD DOESN’T 
MAKE SENSE
By Emily Cai

     On September 3rd, in a letter to pro-life leaders, 
Trump vowed to fully defund the nonprofit organiza-
tion, Planned Parenthood if he was elected to a second 
term. “With your help, I will win re-election, ensuring 
we have another four years to fight in the trenches for 
unborn children and their mothers,” he wrote. Not 
only did he express his plans to defund Planned Parent-
hood, but he also promised to elect federal judges with 
history against reproductive rights, establish even more 
restrictions on abortion, and pass legislation to crimi-
nalize doctors.
     What Trump doesn’t acknowledge is that Planned 
Parenthood provides more services than just safe, legal 
abortions. According to their 2018-2019 annual re-
port, Planned Parenthood abortions make up only 4% 
of their affiliate medical services, despite their image 
being portrayed as only an abortion clinic. In fact, their 
biggest services are actually STI tests and treatment, as 
well as birth control, at 50% and 26% respectively. As 
Planned Parenthood reports, over 1.5 million Amer-
icans rely on their affordable healthcare and family 
planning services, particularly low-income people who 
have no other option for these services at a fair price.  
Along with these important health services, Planned 
Parenthood is fundamental in providing sexual edu-
cation to American youth, which has been proven to 
reduce teen pregnancies by the University of Washing-
ton. Defunding an organization that strives to reduce 
unwanted pregnancies while being anti-abortion--
Trump and his pro-life followers’ ideals don’t seem to 
line up.
     Over a million women and men rely on Planned 
Parenthood for affordable and accessible healthcare, 
and we can not allow Donald Trump to strip these 
rights from Americans. This is the real issue of life or 
death.
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YES, COLLEGES SHOULD 
DROP THE 
REQUIREMENT
     Standardized testing should not be required in the 
admissions process. Studies have shown that it does not 
accurately or completely demonstrate a student’s poten-
tial, as each test only captures a student’s performance 
in a moment of time. The SAT and ACT also only test 
around a few general subjects: math, reading, English, 
and science (not on the SAT), and an optional essay. 
However, students are not cookie-cutter personalities; 
many students have passions beyond these subjects, and 
pursue them in a way not represented through taking 
these tests. Filling out multiple choice bubbles at one 
point in time does not fully capture students’ talents 
and wills to learn.
     Standardized testing is also not as fair as it may seem 
on the surface. There have been too many instances in 
the past of wealthy students paying test centers or oth-
ers to cheat for them. The most notable recent scandal 
involves Lori Loughlin and other celebrities who paid 
bribes to allow their children to cheat on the SAT and 
ACT exams. With the possibility of fraud being all too 
easy for those of wealthy or influential backgrounds, 
colleges should strike down the chance for some 
students to dishonestly receive admission through a 
fraudulent score.
     Without reaching the level of complete fraud, 
economic background can still play a large role in the 
success of a student on the SAT or ACT. With prep 

NO, COLLEGES SHOULD 
KEEP THE 
REQUIREMENT
     Standardized testing is needed in the admissions 
process. Colleges use standardized testing to assess how 
well a student might do academically at their universi-
ty. This ensures that the applicants admitted are good 
fits for the college; colleges want students to thrive 
on campus and truly find their classes meaningful and 
enjoyable. 
     Furthermore, standardized testing gives colleges a 
perspective on potential admits that cannot be found 
elsewhere. While many argue that tests are not a good 
indicator of students as a whole, students’ passions and 
characteristics can be found in the actual application 
and essays. Tests like the ACT and SAT are meant to 
provide missing information to supplement a students’ 
grades and high school performance. 
     While valuable for admissions offices, the ACT 
or SAT can also be beneficial for applicants. It gives 
students an opportunity to demonstrate their abilities 
to work in a high-pressure, timed environment. Since 
colleges use a holistic approach to review applications, 
standardized tests can help colleges identify students of 
exceptional work ethic or ability, especially for students 
of low-income communities who may not have access 
to test prep resources. Students who may not have 
done well in their high school can also use standardized 
tests to boost their application and show their academic 
potential. 

STOP AND DROP? 
STANDARDIZED TESTING IN COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

By Jessica Jiang
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books and classes becoming more and more popular, it 
is much easier for some students to pay for prep mate-
rials and tutors, while for some students, this would be 
impossible. Although students may be taking their own 
tests or following the rules, the wealth of their fami-
ly can still play a determining role in their success on 
the test, with more well-off students generally scoring 
higher than those that are less affluent.
     Because of the inaccurate indications of students’ 
academic abilities and overall persona, as well as the 
role that wealth plays into scores, standardized testing 
should not be used in college admissions. It is too un-
fair for it to be a true asset to students’ applications.

     With thousands of applicants each year, colleges 
need a way to evaluate applicants’ academic perfor-
mance. The high schools that applicants attend are just 
as unique as the applicants themselves, and so GPA and 
grades are not always comparable. Standardized testing 
gives students a level platform to demonstrate their 
academic prowess and work ethic. With an ACT or 
SAT score, colleges can properly understand a student’s 
academic performance and potential.
     Standardized tests are a vital aspect of the college 
admissions process. ACT and SAT scores should con-
tinue to be used to help colleges identify students with 
the passion and potential to fit their university.

VOTER TURNOUT IS AN ACCESSILIBITY ISSUE
By Antonio Wu

     In the last presidential election, an astounding 45 percent of the voting 
age population did not vote. 
That’s over 110 million people.
      Though America is considered by many to be a highly 
functioning democracy, it’s fair to say that individual 
American citizens have not had much of a say in which 
elected officials work for them. 
      21.4 percent of eligible citizens are not registered to 
vote. In a 2016 Pew survey, of those unregistered per-
sons, 62 percent said they were never asked to register. 
Some may not realize they need to register to vote, or 
don’t have the resources to do so before key elections. 
Meanwhile, 34 states have restrictive voter ID laws. 
These laws are a huge issue because millions of voters 
do not have an acceptable ID - particularly low-income 
voters, marginalized racial groups, people with disabili-
ties, and the elderly. Obtaining an ID can also be difficult 
for many, because of expensive overall costs for the process, a 
lack of information, and even prohibitive distances (in one Texas 
region, the nearest ID office is 170 miles away).
     One potential solution to make elections more accessible is to automatically register eligible citizens when they 
come of age, which 19 states and the District of Columbia already do. In addition to increasing civic participa-
tion, automatic voter registration drastically simplifies the entire voting process by reducing potential errors. It is 
cheaper and more efficient, and can eliminate any voter fraud.
      Indeed, voter fraud itself is exceptionally rare. Out of 1 billion votes cast since 2000, there have only been 31 
cases of voter impersonation (any other discrepancies have been due to unintentional mistakes and are extremely 
infrequent). Considering the lack of voter fraud issues, high costs of maintaining voter ID requirements, and the 
resultant disproportionate disenfranchisement of marginalized voters, voter identification laws should be struck 
down.
      These two reforms alone - automatic voter registration and eliminating voter identification - could funda-
mentally alter the nature of our politics. An honest, functional democracy requires participation, and by making 
our elections more accessible, we open up our democracy to everyone. We have yet to make it there.
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THE 
IMPORTANCE 
OF AFFIRMA-
TIVE ACTION
By Joylyn Gong

     Before the 20th century, institu-
tions have primarily directed their 
focus on white Americans’ accessi-
bility to higher education than those 
who are people of color. Several 
who are a part of minority groups 
have seen evident racial disparity 
between their white counterparts 
and themselves. According to federal 
data, an analysis discovered that 
“black and hispanic graduates gen-
erally have attended institutions 
that have less money to spend on 
offering quality education. And they 
are significantly underrepresented in 
important fields such as engineering 
and education, mathematics, and 
statistics, and the physical scienc-
es.” Additionally, it was concluded 
from a study that “students of color 
experience a 23 percentage point 
decline in likelihood of admission to 
highly selective public colleges after 

an affirmative action ban goes into 
effect.” In order for racial gaps to be 
closed in this nation, it is vital that 
people of color, especially those who 
are a part of the black and latinx 
community, are given fair opportu-
nity to attend the universities that 
they apply to. Diversity is a promi-
nent element of equal representation 
and an essential part of eliminating 
racial bias that may be present in a 
classroom setting. Different experi-
ences must be heard and understood. 
Furthermore, when marginalized 
groups are fairly integrated in a 
classroom setting and are able to 
acquire knowledge that pertain to 
the job that they are seeking in the 
future, this will ultimately benefit 
them financially. 
     Systemic racism continues to be 
a burden for many in the United 
States. Racial income inequality is 
unfortunately a significant issue 
that needs to be resolved in order to 
provide every family of every race a 
chance to prosper and venture new 
experiences. According to 2016 Fed-
eral Reserve data, it was stated that 
“in 2016, the median wealth for non 
retired black households 25 years 

old and older was less than one-
tenth that of similarly situated white 
households.” 
    This is simply unacceptable, and 
black Americans need to be heard 
and given a pathway to achieve suc-
cess. This data amplifies that insti-
tutions need to make endeavors to 
consider the fact that there is evident 
discrepancy and when reviewing an 
applicant, they need to consider that 
several people of color, especially 
black students, are not in the finan-
cial state due to centuries of systemic 
racism to be able to obtain quality 
resources that will aid them academ-
ically like their white counterparts. 
It’s essential that institutions com-
prehensively evaluate an application 
and consider the institutional racism 
that is sadly in place.
     Affirmative action needs to be 
incorporated in the college admis-
sion process. Diversity is the key to 
equal opportunity under any form 
of circumstances that one is not in 
control of due to historical occur-
rences. Low-income students should 
be given the chance to acquire a 
degree and be able to reach their full 
potential.
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