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Hey guys! I’m Joylyn Gong, and
I’m the editor for Sword and
Shield’s Opinion section. We’re
now into the month of February! Finals have come to an end, and hopefully, we’re setting strong goals for second
semester. Stay on top of your work and
make sure to be well-rested. February is
filled with Valentine’s Day, film awards
season, new film and album releases,
fundraisers held at JMM, and the Super
Bowl! Our February issue should be an
interesting read for all of you. Enjoy!
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BLACK STUDENT UNION
James Madison Memorial High School’s Black Student Union is an organization focused on the committment to
supporting students who recognize themselves of color and/or multi-cultural communities. Members will attend
weekly scheduled meetings, perform service hours, and participate in fundraisers and school programs as a part
of membership. BSU will helps students of the JMM community become leaders and grow up to be promiseable
citizens of Madison.

MY HISTORICAL BLACK
COLLEGES EXPERIENCE

By Andrea Norman
Last year was my first experience going on the HBCU
trip. We visited a total of 7 schools, some including:
Hampton University, Howard University, North Carolina A&T State University, and Norfolk State University.
Being on the different campuses gave me a solid understanding of the history, culture, and tradition that have
shaped these schools collective legacy and framework
for comparison that will help me choose the college that
is best for me, I have fallen in love with HBCUs. During
the tours we given an opportunity to speak with staff
and students to really get the feel of each university. We
visited the dorms and had lunch on some of the campuses which was really cool. We also visit historical sites
within the area, last year while in Washington,DC we
toured the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. It covers
four acres and includes the Stone of Hope, a granite
statue of Civil Rights Movement leader Martin Luther
King. This year we will be traveling to Atlanta, Georgia. We will visit the following schools Savannah State
University, Fort Valley State University, Albany State
University, Clark Atlanta, Morris Brown,Paine College,
Spelman and Morehouse. This year, I would say I’m
most excited to visit Albany State University. When
I was doing research and hearing the students speak
on their experience there, it was something about the
information that I was hearing, that sounded like this is
the place I want to further my education.
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I TOO HAVE A DREAM

By Awa Phatty
I have a dream of becoming a neurologist, I want to
help people who suffer from brain issues. I feel like
that's my passion because I love seeing people thrive
and be happy. At some times it may be obsessive but I
love seeing people happy because it makes me feel accomplished. I don't just want to make people smile in
the moment, I want to change lives and make things
easier for people. My interpretation of that is helping and working with people who have brain issues.
My great grandma had Alzheimers and it pushes me
even more to help others suffering from the sickening
disease now. I was a child and didn't understand what
was going on. In reality I was slowly being erased
from her mind. Imagine knowing that your favorite
person in the world was forgetting you by the moment. People who have dysfunctional brains have
no control over what's happening to their mind and
body. I have a dream that one day, we, humans are
capable of controlling the human brain and fixing all
it’s issues. In the next ten years I'll probably still be in
school but in the end it'll be worth it because it'll make
me happy knowing that im helping the world in some
way. Just like I had this dream I would love to see other have these dreams. Changing the world starts with
yourself, one step at a time. That is my agenda, I strive
to make myself a better person each and everyday.
So go to sleep, dream big, wake up and make those
dreams come true one step at a time.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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I HAVE A DREAM

By Janessa L. Gentry
I have a dream that one day I would have achieved my lifelong dream of becoming a professional artist, as well as
pursuing a career in the medical field. I would love nothing more than to make my family proud by helping them
in as many ways as I can. I know with hard work and perseverance my dream will come true.

AFRICAN AMERICAN
INVENTORS WHO MADE
DAILY LIFE EASIER

By The Black Student Union
There are a ton of African American inventors who have
contributed an incredilby large amount to entrpreneurship and
creativity. The first, being Alice H. Parker (1895-1920). She was
an African American inventor known for her contribution to
the heating furnace. She invented a furnace that supplied central
heating for homes and entire buildings. Lewis Howard Latimer
was also an inventor and draftsman best known for his contributions to the patenting of the light bulb and the telephone.
Percy Julian an African American chemist was a pioneer in the
chemical synthesis of medicinal drugs such as cortisone, steroids
and birth control pills. Additionally, Garrett Morgan blazed a
trail for African American inventors with his patents, including
those for a hair-straightening product, a breathing device, a revamped sewing machine and an improved traffic signal. Shirley Jackson was also a very prominent figure. She was the first
African-American woman to earn a doctorate in nuclear physics
at MIT. Her experiments with theoretical physics paved the way
for numerous developments in the telecommunication space
including the touch-tone telephone, the portable fax, caller ID,
call waiting, and the fiber-optic cable. Meet Marie Van Brittan
Brown. She was a full-time nurse, she recognized the security
threats to her home and devised a system that would alert her of
strangers at her door and contact relevant authorities as quickly as possible. A Black nurse invented the first home security
system. Charles Drew is known for his invention of a method of
separating and storing plasma, allowing it to be dehydrated and
banked for later use, Dr. Drew was the first black person awarded a doctorate at Columbia University. Finally, Jesse Eugene
Russell (born April 26, 1948) is an African American inventor.
Trained as an electrical engineer at Tennessee State University and Stanford University, and working in the field of wireless
communication for over 20 years, Russell has helped to shape
the wireless communications industry direction through his
leadership and perspectives for standards, technologies as well as
new wireless service concepts. Of course, these are just a few of
the incredible African American inventors who contributed to
the daily happenings of our society.
www.jmmswordandshield.com

5

FEBRUARY 2020

BLACK HISTORY TRIVIA

By The Black Student Union
Who was the first African-American to graduate from
Harvard University and become a
U.S. senator?
a. Blanche Bruce
b. Hiram Rhodes Revels
c. Colin Powell
d. Thurgood Marshall
What is James St. Patrick’s nickname on the show Power?
a. Spirit
b. Nino
c. Blue
d. Ghost
As a student at the Baltimore School of Performing Arts,
rapper Tupac Shakur took these
classes...
a. Hip-hop and poetry
b. Theater and modern dance
c. Music appreciation and film
d. Ballet and poetry
Who invented the three-position traffic signal in 1923 that
includes the yellow light?
a. J.P. Knight
b. Garrett Morgan
c. Benjamin Franklin
d. Morgan Freeman
Taraji P. Henson played Katherine G. Johnson in the movie
Hidden Figures. What was
Johnson known for?
a. Secretary for the Department of Defense
b. Invented America’s first clock
c. Her calculations helped NASA’s space program
d. She was the first black female astronaut
What player hit 73 home runs in a season and earned Major League Baseball’s Silver Slugger Award 12 times?
a. Jackie Robinson
b. Barry Bonds
c. Hank Aaron
d. Willie Mays
These two historically black colleges played in the first
college football game between black
schools in 1892.
a. Morehouse College vs Clark College
b. Howard University vs Hampton Institute
c. Biddle University vs Livingstone College
d. Fisk University vs Tennessee State University
Find the answers on www.jmmswordandshield.com
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JOIN THE BLACK STUDENT
UNION DURING BLACK
HISTORY MONTH!
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STUDENT LIFE
RAISE YOUR VOICE CLUB

By Elliott Weix
Raise Your Voice is a club centered around activism
for mental health awareness. Club members lead and
organize projects, fundraisers, and activities toward
this goal.
Members of the club have said that their favorite
parts of the club are the student leadership and the
freedom that comes with it. By allowing the students to
create their own projects, and then having them organize and lead these projects, the club builds teamwork
and leadership skills.
The club also has an impact on the community of
JMM. The post-it note project, along with the inspirational posters in the school bathrooms, were completed
by Raise Your Voice members.
In the past, Raise Your Voice has worked with
community members to organize presentations, send
students to speak with state legislation, and bring in
therapy dogs during final exams.
Every member is encouraged to take leadership of
a different project, sometimes working in teams to
organize events and fundraisers. The club presents a
friendly community that welcomes all.
The club is always looking for more members, so
feel free to walk in - if you’re interested, of course. We
meet every other Tuesday, in Room 500.
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URINETOWN...THE
MUSICAL!

By Emmelyn Cullen
Memorial Theatre Company is back at it again with
another spectacular musical production! MTC will
be presenting Urinetown: The Musical at 7:30 pm
on February 7th, 8th, 14th, and 15th in the auditorium. This musical transports the audience members
to a dystopian society narrated by Officer Lockstock,
where water is so scarce, people have to pay to use the
bathroom. If they can’t pay, they are sent by Lockstock
himself to a mysterious place called “Urinetown.” The
common people are oppressed by Lockstock’s employer, Urine Good Company, a monopolizing and corrupt
organization that does all it can to keep the wealthy and
the poor in their respective places...even at the cost of
human life. However, this oppression pushes Public
Amenity #9 to a boiling point, causing a full on revolt
led by a bright eyed young man named Bobby Strong.
Filled with an enormous amount of satire, humour,
and pure fun, this musical is not one to miss. Purchase
your tickets at the cafeteria during the week before the
performances, or purchase them online (website can be
found when posters are released).

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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SELF DEFENSE TIPS

By Grace Runo
In 2018, the US had over 1.2 million cases of violent crime. Crime is a
significant issue in a lot of places, and although you don’t see it very of
ten, it is something for which people should prepare. Ideally,
there would be some surefire way to stop an attacker, but that’s
not the case. The best I can do is tell you a few simple tips that
should help prevent attacks in your daily life.
While Walking:
The easiest way to guard against perpetrators choosing you
is to be with someone else, but sometimes that isn’t possible.
Stay in well-lit areas like sidewalks, the more populated,
the better. On top of that, walk on the curb and facing traffic. This
may seem obvious, but it is also crucial to be aware of your surround
ings at all times. Even an extra second to react can make a huge differ
ence.
While Driving:
Keep your gas tank filled up at least halfway at all times. Try to park in well-lit
areas and always lock the doors, both when you’re driving and outside of your vehicle. When approaching your
car after getting done with whatever you were doing, have your key out and check all of the seats and the floor
before getting in.
While at Home:
This may seem obvious, but always keep your doors and windows locked. Lock doors and windows when you
open and close them, and if there are some which you don’t use very often, then check the locks regularly. According to ‘Reduce the Risk of Becoming a Sexual Assault Victim’ by the University of North Carolina, if you get
home and see any sign of unauthorized entry, don’t go in; call the police and wait for them to arrive. Sometimes,
nothing works. In these situations run, scream, hide, do whatever you can to attract attention and get away from
the location. You might not even get away, and you’ll have to fight the attacker - all you are trying to do is create
an opportunity to run. When fighting, there are two key spots which work best when struck at. First is a palm
heel strike to the nose. No matter how much someone works out, you can’t exactly get your nose to be stronger.
When hit there, the attacker will likely clutch their face, giving you time to run. To do this move, you need to
take your hand and jut the bottom of your palm (where the bone is), hitting their nose with all of your might.
The other spot you should hit is fairly obvious. A kick to the groin. There’s a lot more that can help you when
fighting an opponent, and I encourage you to research tips or check out a martial arts studio to learn more.

STUDENT SENATE

By Noah Hadfield
MMSD Student Senate is a student government
for all MMSD high schools. It sets goals and priorities to influence educational issues that impact student’s daily experiences. We are students just like you
who want to add more collaboration and youth voice
to our organization. MMSD Student Senate proposes
resolutions to MMSD’s Board of Education through
its student representative on the board; these resolutions are basically policy changes that will work in
the best interest of high school students.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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GENDER EQUITY
ASSOCIATION JANUARY
RECAP

By Maggie Di Sanza
January was an incredible month for the JMM Gender Equity Association! We focused specifically on
women and gender expansive people’s involvement in
politics; from Madison politicians and candidates, to
those on the national stage. We conversed a great deal
about the Democratic Primary, and which candidates
people feel the most strongly about and interested in.
We also discussed the issue of gender in the primaries,
and how there are now only two prominent figures
in the Democratic race who are women. Because we
had been studying politics, we took a trip down to the
capitol on January 30th, and met with Representative
Lisa Subeck, Melissa Sargent, and Sheila Stubbs. We
conversed about what it was like being a woman in
Wisconsin politics, and how young people can become
more involved in political activism. We then stopped
by the Wisconsin League of Women Voters headquarters and took a tour of their facilities; we learned
all about their activism and how to register people to
vote! Finally, we stopped by the Social Justice Center of Downtown Madison to learn more about how
their engagement with young people in the Madison
community, and how we can network to create a more
inclusive educational spaces.
In February, we are going to be focusing more on the
intersectionality of feminism, and discovering what we
can do to use our privilege to seek justice for others.
We will be holding a clothing drive, sponsoring a holiday for the Domestic Abuse Intervention Services, and
promoting environmental feminism.
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DATE IDEAS FOR
VALENTINE’S DAY

By Jace Liu
Take your significant other, friend(s), or yourself out
on a date. Y’all deserve some quality recharge time.
Nap - A nap date. That’s it. As a high school student,
you probably need this.
Walking & Talking - There’s something therapeutic
about going on a stroll outside and talking, whether
the topics be serious or not. However, I don’t think our
weather is appropriate for this unless you don’t mind
the cold.
Bob Ross - Watch Bob Ross and paint together or just
watch Bob Ross. Who could ask for anything more
wholesome?
Cooking - There’s a surprising amount of joy that
comes from trying new recipes and food. I would suggest a picnic but our current weather conditions don’t
fit that idea.
Netflix/Movies - Most cliche and arguably one of the
easiest to do.
Record/Book/Thrift Shopping - Buy some books,
music, or items for the person(s) you’re out with or for
yourself.
Museum/Art Gallery - Looking at beautiful things
with a beautiful person or being that beautiful person.
Arcade/Bowling - Bonding over games, need I say
more?
(Double) Dinner Date - If you and your partner have
been dating a long time, a double date is a fun way to
switch up your time together. Or just going on a normal dinner date is fun, yet cliche.
Roadtrip - This is more pricey depending on the destination and a lot could go wrong; however, if executed
right this could be the “coming-of-age” moment for
you.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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SYS RECAP

By Evanka Amin
SYS had some fun events for January! We held volunteer events for Cat Care, one of our most popular events.
At Cat Care, volunteers play with cats for about an hour.
Volunteers love this event and slots fill up quickly. We
also held events at the Sharing Center, where volunteers
sorted through donations to help fill the Center. There
was also an event for Olson childcare. At this event, volunteers play with Olson elementary students until their
parents pick them up. But, we don’t just have events
outside of school, we sometimes have onsite projects
where you can volunteer right at Memorial! Follow our
Instagram @jmm.sys and join our Facebook group @
JMM SYS for more info on volunteering opportunities
and updates.

THE SWORD & SHIELD
INVITES YOU TO THE
2ND ANNUAL J-CON!

By Maggie Di Sanza & Jessica Jiang
The Sword & Shield is proud to present the second
annual J-CON! What is J-CON you ask? Well, it is a
journalism convention open to all Madison Metropolitan School District students! It is a mind-blowingly fun opportunity if you are interested in communications, writing, photography, videography,
and journalism in general. We will be discussing
journalism in high school, middle school, college, and
careers in journalism. There will be guest speakers
from local publications like the Cap Times, Wisconsin State Journal, UW Madison publications, and
representatives from the school district communications department. These speakers will be sharing
their experiences in journalism, and giving students
advice for creating better publications. We will be
having roundtable discussions, panels, and other fun
activities so we can garner skills for writing, photography, and videography. There will also be a free
lunch provided! J-CON will take place on Saturday,
February 22nd, from 11:00am to 3:00pm in the James
Madison Memorial High School Library. Make sure
to RSVP on our website www.jmmswordandshield.
com, or through our Instagram @jmmnews. If you
have any questions, feel free to email us at memorialswordandshield@gmail.com. We can’t wait to see
you there!
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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CLASSES TO TAKE AS UNDERCLASSMAN

By Nic Braico
As you start to fill out your course selection card for the 2020-21 school year, some of you are wondering of
cool elective classes to take. Here are a few of my top picks, with all due respect to the others, of course:
Any language class: This is the one time on this list where I’ll be vague. It’s really important that you
take another language. There are so many benefits, not just that it looks good for college. Studies have
shown that students who take a foreign language class have improved overall academic performance,
and plus knowing another language opens up so many more career opportunities for you.
Photography: One of my personal favorites - in this class, you’ll learn how a camera actually
takes a picture, history of some great photographers, and what makes a great photo. If you are
interested in art, photography is certainly the class for you!
Personal Finance: I never personally took this class, but there are certain classes at Memorial that you
take because what you learn is really important for life, no matter what you do. Personal finance is
definitely on that shortlist of classes.
AP US Government and Politics: While this class is only open to juniors and seniors, I’ve found that this is
easily one of my favorite classes I’ve ever taken at Memorial. You don’t even have to know a lot of
background info. The way the class is taught, and how the AP test is set up, it’s really hard to fail.
Plus, you can brag of how educated you are to your peers about politics.
There you have it! Again, there are plenty of other good courses to take here at Memorial, but
this is a shortlist of my personal favorites.

VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT IDEAS

By Elliott Weix
Valentine’s Day is coming up, folks! On February 14th, people all across the United States celebrate the holiday,
usually by giving gifts and spending time with their loved ones. If you have a special someone that you’d like to
show your appreciation for, here are some ideas:
Chocolate. Generally, you can’t go wrong with this one. It’s a traditional gift on Valentine’s day, and most people
like it. Granted, there are a number of varieties, so it may be hard to choose the right one.
Handmade cards. These always look more sincere and heartfelt than storebought
cards, so don’t be
afraid to put in some time and effort on these. Cards are another traditional gift on
this holiday.
Stuffed animals. Hear me out. Most people would deny liking plushies and stuffed
animals if asked
by someone, but the vast majority of these people do enjoy them. Especially if
they’re given to
them by someone they care about.
Flowers. Check to make sure the recipient isn’t allergic to these since
that
would be a rather embarrassing debacle. Roses are traditional, but there
are a
number of flowers that have special meanings.
While roses represent love, violets also symbolize it. Various colors
of carnations carry their own meanings as well. Put some thought
into your choices.
There are other options, including makeup, jewelry, and all sorts
of items ranging from exotic to practical.
I hope that these gift suggesstions help you pick a great present
out for someone speacial! However, the best gift you can give
anyone is your love. Happy Valentine’s Day to all!
12
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ADVOCACY PROJECTS
THINK BEFORE YOU
DRINK

By Avanish Kapur
The alcohol epidemic is a major issue for teens. Believe it or not, this school is also affected by this issue.
Some teens are exposed to alcohol and the concept of
drinking starting as young as middle school. According
to the JMM Data that was collected, 13% of 9th graders
(now the graduating class of 2022, as the test was taken
last year) have had a drink one or less times a month.
While this is a low statistic, all data should be taken
with a grain of salt because what 9th or 10th grader is
going to admit that they drink to a school (despite the
test being anonymous). It is safe to assume that these
numbers are higher. If you or someone you know is
struggling with alcoholism please let them know that
it can become better and there are many ways to get
help that doesn’t consist of AA meetings. For example,
Connections Counseling is a certified outpatient drug/
alcohol and mental health clinic. They are focused
on creating a safe and supportive environment. This
program gives members a sense of progression with
the chance to become a mentor. If you are currently in
health class or have taken it you might recognize this
name. They have given talks to health students putting
out a helping hand. Their success is proven and many
of their admittance have touching stories that give you
the impression that they are really there to help.

TEEN SLEEP

By Emily Ruplin
In the past couple of weeks, I have done a lot of
research on teens and sleep for a health project. I’m
writing this article to inform Memorial students about
the benefits of sleep as well as strategies to help you fall
asleep and stay asleep.
Most students are unaware that they should be
getting 8 to 10 hours of sleep every night. 70% of
teenagers don’t get enough sleep. This makes sense
considering asking a teen to be up and alert at 7:30 a.m.
is like asking an adult to be active and alert at 5:30 a.m.
Getting 8 to 10 hours of sleep has endless benefits. For
example, teenagers who get enough sleep have final
grades that are on average 4.5% higher. Lack of sleep is
also associated with tardiness, absences, lower graduation rates, higher risk of vehicle crashes, and lower
grades. Sleeping the recommended amount of time has
been proven to reduce all of these behaviors.
Do you have trouble falling asleep? Here are some
strategies to help you fall asleep and stay asleep: try to
go to sleep and wake around the same time every day,
even during the weekend. Avoid caffeine and nicotine
3 to 6 hours before bedtime. Eat foods that contain
tryptophan (bananas, peanut butter, etc.) to help you
fall asleep. Try to not take naps after 3 p.m. Reading a
book before bed can also make you feel sleepy. Write
down all your worries before bed that might keep you
up and deal with them before your head hits the pillow.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS

By Maya Severson and Leah Kulas
Content Warning: Discussion of teenage suicide and depression.
Did you know that suicide is the second-highest cause of death among teenagers in our society today?
This is majorly linked to a large number of young people with depression. According to Mark Roth, who
wrote the article “Teen Depression More Common Than Many Think,” one in five teenagers will have an episode of depression before the end of adolescence.
This 20% could be lowered by better education on the
subject of depression.
Stu-dents should be taught all the early signs of depression so that they can
notice them in both their friends and themselves. But
self-diagnosing
isn’t the best idea. If you notice signs in your
friend, talk to either them or a trusted adult. Symptoms of depression are not as
simple as being “sad.” There are many signs that
most people
don’t recognize, such as acting angry or carless
for a long
time, weight change, cutting class, restlessness,
headaches,
and more. Students aware of
these
issues can
help beat the stigma that
inhibits many
teens from receiving
the help they
need.
Next, besides
treatment in
the form of
therapy and
medication, teens need
a reliable
coping system.
The best
support system for
teens
would ideally come from
understanding friends and, most
importantly, supportive parents.
Unfortunately, many kids don’t have
access to
either of these. Right now,
counselors are the leading resource
that students are told to use. Still, not
every student
feels comfortable talking to a counselor. If you are struggling with depression and don’t know who to talk to, there are more options. For example, at
our school, there is a club known as Superhero Club.
So if you need understanding peers to talk to, you should speak with some of their members. Teachers are also
a great resource to use. If you don’t like either of these options and want to talk to people more anonymously,
you can always call some of the helplines listed at the end of this article.
On top of that, there are great websites such as NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness), where you can
read about people’s personal experiences online!
All in all, if you are suffering from depression or another mental illness, it might seem like you are alone. But
remember that there are lots of people who understand what you are going through and want to help you.
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DEPRESSION/SUICIDE HELPLINES:
					(608) 280-2600
				
(800) 273-TALK (8255)
(800) 442-HOPE (4673)
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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“DRUGS BAD, REHAB
GOOD”

By Matthew Nguyen
As you are likely to know, there is an opioid epidemic that is gripping the nation. Millions of people across our country suffer from addiction, and it
could be possible that someone you know personally
has a substance abuse problem. A staggering 19.7
million adults in the country are battling with this
problem, and today I will list some things you can do
to help combat this crisis.
First, be more open minded towards people who
are struggling with addiction. Many people who
have this problem are struggling to find help and
open up as society views them as an outcast and puts
the blame on them for having the problem.
This stigma leads to shame and guilt, and the
addicts don’t want to seek help out of fear of being
mocked and excluded. Try to have a more positive
outlook on people who are struggling with substance
issues, as you never know what could have led them
to their current situation, and maybe your kindness
will have an impact on someone’s life and push them
to seek help.
Second, stay sober yourself.
During the teen years, the pressure to do drugs
is very strong, and it is very easy to give in, either
out of curiosity or wanting to be cool. However, it
is extremely easy to become addicted and become
dependent on substances, and even trying it once can
be harmful to your body and could lead to addiction.
If you have a tough life and believe that using
substances could be a coping mechanism, this is misguided, as although you are provided with temporary
relief, it will open up all kinds of new problems for
you to deal with, including money, social exclusion,
addiction, overdose, and mental issues.
If you are an addict reading this, please know that
there are people who care for you and want to see
you win your battle and achieve sobriety. There
are so many success stories of people overcoming drug addiction, and a lot of people want to see
you be one of them. Don’t give up hope and try
to seek counseling or rehab. A national helpline you can call to get help is 1-800-662-HELP
(4357), it is free, confidential, and open 24/7.

THE EFFECTS OF
SHOPLIFTING

By Roger Malsch
Have you ever shoplifted? I bet you have. Over 80% of
the population in the US have shoplifted at least once in
their lives. Some may think, “I take so little, so it doesn’t
matter.” Wrong. Everything shoplifted makes a difference in most people’s lives. You may not realize it, so I’ll
help you. Shoplifting is NOT a victimless crime. It affects
everyone, even the shoplifter. Over a third of stores in
the US are forced to close because of this issue. Therefore, every person who shoplifted there is responsible for
putting everyone who worked there out of work. So they
can’t feed themselves or their families. When someone
shoplifts from a store, that store is forced to raise the
prices of their goods in order to account for the unpaid
merchandise. Because of this, studies show that people
pay $440 a year more for things they need than if nobody
ever shoplifted from that store. This is very bad for single
parents trying to scrape up enough money to feed their
families. You may think that the shoplifter doesn’t pay,
but he/she does. If caught, their family and friends could
lose trust in them, and deep down, they always know
what they’re doing is wrong. The guilt builds up in them
so much that they could lose their own self respect. But
studies show that, like drugs and nicotine, shoplifting is
addictive. The more one shoplifts the more it becomes
less and less real. It becomes so much like a game they
don’t care whether it’s right or wrong. Peer pressure is
also a big issue on this topic. Friends might encourage
each other to shoplift the newest/coolest thing on the
market. Add if that friend is reluctant, they might shame
him/her for being “goody-two-shoes.” This doesn’t have
to happen. Stopping shoplifting starts with you. Otherwise, you might be left with up to a $10,000 fine.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NEWS

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

THE U.S. & IRAN: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS TENSE

By Eliana Sauer
In early January a United States contractor was killed in an Iranian proxy attack in Iran. Seven months prior,
President Trump had agreed to authorize the killing of Iranian General Qassem Soleimani if Iran’s aggression
resulted in the death of any Americans. Due to this earlier authorization statement, the option of assassinating
Soleimani was brought up to Trump, after the death of the American contractor, and he agreed. On January 2nd,
a United States drone strike killed the Iranian general, the justification being he was “planning imminent attacks
against the US and had to be stopped,” (NBC News). As of now, the real reasoning behind the attack is unknown,
but the attack did have quick ramifications regardless of intention.
On January 7, after Soleimani’s death Iran forces fired twenty-two missiles on two US bases in Iraq. No US
troops were harmed, which analysts have determined to be intentional: Iran did not want to create larger conflict,
instead just demonstrating their outrage at the situation.
After these attacks Trump met with members of his cabinet to discuss possible retaliation techniques. After the
meeting, Trump responded via Twitter in a relatively upbeat attempt of calming the American people. He wrote,
“All is well! Missiles launched from Iran at two military bases located in Iraq. Assessment of casualties & damages
taking place now. So far so good!” He then continued with, “We have the most powerful and well equipped military anywhere in the world, by far!” Although Trump said all was well to the Americans at home, troops in Iran
were told to be prepared for further physical or cyber attacks from Iran.
These actions have raised eyebrows stateside due to their interesting timing. All of this has come to light while
Trump is in the process of being removed by the Senate after being impeached by the House of Representatives
on December 18, 2019. Many people have pointed fingers at the President, saying that these actions and his responses are just in an effort to divert attention from impeachment, by rapidly rising military tensions in Iran.
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GENDERED WORDS:
BEYOND MAN AND
WOMAN, FEMININE
AND MASCULINE

By Elliott Weix and Amira Pierotti
Gender-neutral language and more
inclusive pronouns are beginning to spread through
out the world. French and Spanish have un
dergone changes to allow for non-gendered nouns,
with the goal of working towards gender equity.
Three main concerns have driven this movement:
inclusion of genders outside of the binary, stopping
the reinforcement of gender ste
reotypes, and ending masculine superiority in language.
In both French and Spanish, everyday nouns are gen
dered, such as le policier or la profesora. While some nouns have
both feminine and masculine forms, others do not; for example el
libro (“book”) is only masculine. The issue with one-gendered
nouns is how they imply the inherent masculinity or femininity of
the noun: such intonations reinforce gender roles. If one item of
clothing is gendered, it supports the traditional idea that men and
women wear different outfits.
Students of these languages are also taught that masculinity domi
nates femininity: when there is a group of nouns, a single masculine
word- even in a sea of feminine words -will turn any descriptors of that group masculine.
For most, if not all languages, there are no universally established gender-neutral pronouns or nouns. A pronoun is a word that replaces a noun; instead of saying “the lamp is on the table,” a person could remark “it is on
the table.”
In English, there are only two pronoun sets for people that are accepted by everyone: she/her/hers/herself
and he/him/his/himself. But what if neither of those pronouns fit your gender? For many gender expansive or
gender non-conforming individuals, these pronouns are confining or yet another reminder that society does not
believe they exist.
These grammatical theme is present in many other languages, such as Arabic and Hebrew. In recent years,
many solutions are gaining popularity.
For English, many new sets of pronouns have been created or revived to give individuals descriptors that are
not associated with women, men, femininity, or masculinity. The most common of these pronoun sets is they/
them/theirs/themself. While this set is commonly associated with plural nouns, it has always been used for singular individuals as well. Other common pronoun sets include xe/xem/xyrs/xyrself, ze/hir/hirs/hirself, and ey/
em/eirs/eirself.
For French, this comes in the form of a “median-period” at the end of masculine nouns, followed by the
feminine ending, indicating both gendered versions of every noun (e.g. musicien·ne·s, which would read as “male
musicians and female musicians”). Some gender neutral pronouns include ile, oulle, iel, and yel.
In Spanish, this has manifested differently.
The majority of Spanish nouns have masculine and feminine equivalents and some options for gender-neutral
forms have gained popularity. Instead of el profesor or la profesora, a teacher could be le profesore or li profesori.
Some common pronouns are elle, ele, and elli.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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PUTIN’S ATTEMPTS TO
LENGTHEN HIS RULE OF
RUSSIA

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS IN
NEW ZEALAND

By Elliott Weix
The Whakaari volcano, located on White Island,
New Zealand, erupted on December 9. Unfortunately,
47 people were on the island, 17 of whom were killed
and 20 more sustained severe burns. New Zealand’s
workplace safety agency, Worksafe, has opened a health
and safety investigation to determine whether or not
tourists should have been allowed on the island. A coroner has also opened an inquiry. Criminal penalties of up
to 5 years in jail are possible, although it’s unclear where
the blame will fall.
Three weeks before this tragedy, the alert level of the
site had been raised from 1 to 2. This rating is on a scale
of 5, where 5 represents a major eruption. GeoNet, the
New Zealand agency that monitors volcanoes and earthquakes in the region, had noted an increase in sulfur
dioxide gas, which originates from magma deep within
volcanoes. The volcanic tremors had also increased in
strength prior to the eruption.
The eruption itself was a short-lived event that sent
an ash plume 12,000 feet above the volcano. In addition
to the ash plume, hot rocks were likely sent flying out of
the crater, showering the surrounding area.
The eruption was not a special event and was even
categorized as being within the volcano’s typical range
of activity. According to volcanologist Janine Krippner,
“people were just in the wrong place at the wrong time.”
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By Sagarika Pal
On January 15, the entire Russian cabinet, including
Prime Minister Dmitry A. Medvedev, resigned.
This was after President Vladimir Putin’s annual
speech suggested constitutional changes that would
create a new path to continue his more than 20 years
grip on Russia, getting around his presidential term
limit that will be reached in 2024. Putin justified this
mass resignation by claiming the current government
was not meeting his goals.
Putin’s proposal includes weakening the president’s
power and giving more power to Russia’s lower house
of parliament where Putin’s allies hold a majority. The
lawmakers will choose the prime minister and cabinet
members, powers which the president currently holds.
The current prime minister is Mikhail V. Mishustin,
an effective technocrat who headed Russia’s Federal
Tax Service and who seems to have no political ambitions.
Putin claims these changes will strengthen democracy while critics worry these changes will increase
his power. Putin is widely believed to have pulled the
strings behind the scenes during Medvedev’s term.
Putin in the past switched between the president and
prime minister roles while giving each position more
power accordingly. It is possible he may next become
prime minister again, which would explain why he
gave more power to the position.
Putin has said that the constitution needs to be
approved by the country, but has not made it clear in
what way this will be organized.
Putin has not simply seized power because he fears
backlash from his people. Putin held two consecutive
presidential terms, became prime minister, and then
announced in 2011 that he would run for presidential election again. This was seen as rigging the election and triggered big street protests. Putin’s current
approval rating has decreased (68 percent compared
to 82 percent in April 2018) due to declining stands of
living and decreased trust in government TV. Putin’s
administration will likely paint the mass-resignations
as Putin responding to their grievances.
Putin seems determined to lengthen his rule over
Russia in a way that would create the least backlash.
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UK SELECTS NEW LEADER:
BORIS JOHNSON OFFICIALLY
PRIME MINISTER

By Eliana Sauer
On Thursday, December 12 the United Kingdom held a general
election. These elections happen every five years, although this is
the third since 2015. Citizens vote to fill the 650 seat for Members
of Parliament who then choose the next Prime Minister. Members
of Parliament work in the House of Commons and most represent
a political party. They are the lawmakers of the UK, similar to
Representatives and Senators in the US. The Prime Minister is a
similar position to President in the US, but PMs serve until they
either step down or are removed from office.
This most recent election was a big, highly contested one. In
English elections, the public votes for MPs, and the party that
takes the majority of the House will form the government, and the
Prime Minister is chosen by the winning party. After a candidate is
chosen the Queen must approve them, but is only a formality. On
December 12, the Conservative (Tory) party won the House with
368 MPs, choosing sitting-Prime Minister, Boris Johnson.
Johnson’s main goal as PM is to go forward with Brexit. He supports a hard Brexit, and has shown that he will stop at nothing in
trying to achieve this. He believes it is better for the future of the
United Kingdom as a country, but has yet to come up with distinct
plans for the economy following the Brexit. Another one of Johnson’s promises is that he will "reclaim" money from the National
Health Service (NHS, Britain’s public healthcare system). This
move in and of itself moves the UK closer to the private healthcare
system that the US has. Moving to private healthcare would be
costly for the British economy and puts many vulnerable Brits in a
precarious situation.
This British election was a heartbreaker for many Labour party
voters, as a predicted close call ended with the Conservatives having their largest majority of MPs since 1987. However, only 67.3%
of registered voters turned up to the polls (BBC). This poor turnout has opened up the conversation of how to get young people
in the UK to vote. Young people are the focus, although no data
has been released to say that this age group actually had the lowest
turnout.
Now that the cabinet of Johnson has been finalized, and a new
Speaker of the House of Commons was chosen (Sir Lindsay Hoyle)
all that can be done is that the public must watch and wait to see if
Boris Johnson’s plan to exit the European Union will come to fruition. Many Labour party Brits are scared of what the future holds
for services like the NHS, but Conservatives have high expectations for their new Prime Minister. Only time will tell how Boris
Johnson will navigate the UK through these coming changes.
www.jmmswordandshield.com

THE UN CLIMATE
SUMMIT

By Elliott Weix
Greenhouse gas emissions are going up,
not down.
We’ve reached another record high of
heat-trapping gasses. (Rising temps,
sea-level rise, disruption of marine/land
ecosystems) Temperatures are rising, Australia is burning, sea levels are rising, and
ecosystems, both aquatic and terrestrial,
are being disrupted. Our lives as we know
them are at stake in this battle for the future of Earth. And some of the most recent
action took place at the UN Climate Action
Summit, on September 23rd, 2019.
Over 70 countries committed to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, although
none of the major emitters did. With the
new trend in greenhouse gas emissions,
the world needs to work to achieve these
net-zero emissions. Not just these 70
countries, which only represent 10% of
the world’s greenhouse gas emissions in
total. Another further 75 countries pledged
to deliver plans for 2050 plans to deliver
net-zero emissions by 2020. These strategies will prove invaluable to the world, as
we desperately need strategies to avoid the
disasters that have been brought through
climate change.
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METRO STRIKES IN FRANCE LEAVE THOUSANDS
STRANDED

By Jessica Jiang
December 5 of 2019 was the first day of a wave of metro and transportation strikes that hit France, deadlocking Paris in a dangerous economic pitfall. Metro workers and unions are demonstrating against President Macron’s proposed pension reform plans, which include merging the current 42 different retirement plans into one,
increasing
the retirement
age,
and giving
pension
in proportion to
an individual’s
contributions.
Many
feel
that these
changes
would
unfairly
provide
less
pension
and
retirement
support,
and
they have
taken
to the
streets
to demonstrate
their
discontent. The
protests
have
caused
a drastic
decline
in flights,
metro
lines, and
train
railways. Currently, the strikes have ended after a length 46 days on January 20th.
The metro strikes left thousands without a way to get to work.
Masses of people swarmed the sidewalks, hoping to squeeze onto one of the few buses and transportation services that still ran, but without enough space, this scanty transportation was not enough to serve the tremendous
amount of others missing work.
The great dependence on public transportation has caused many to resort to walking for hours or even sleeping overnight at their job. Local business owners are forced to stay at their shops and stores overnight to avoid
the long journey home and back.
A concerning slowing of business in some boutiques and shops has forced some to close down as the economic depression worsens. Commuters and locals have no time for extra stops at diners and shops, plunging stores
into an economic depression that not many have climbed out of.
The situation is worsened by the fact that the strikes started before and peaked during the holiday season, cutting a large source of business and income for local owners.
Furthermore, tourism also came to a sluggish halt. France and Paris especially rely heavily on tourism as a
source of income and economic stability.
However, tourists struggled to visit classic monuments like the Eiffel Tower and the Arc de Triomphe from
lack of transportation. The French Government had to close down the Eiffel Tower as a result.
As the strikes come to a close, we can only hope that a similar large-scale protest does not reoccur as the already delicate balance in their economic system has seen catastrophic effects.
20
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SO MANY CANDIDATES, SO LITTLE TIME!

By Maggie Di Sanza
A load of Democrats are running for President in 2020; making the primary field quite crowded. Despite
the variations in social and fiscal ideology, the common theme among Democrats remains clear: Get President
Trump out of office; but for many ex-candidates, taking on the challenge was too great a task. Senators, Congresspeople, Governors, former politicians, novelists, and business people alike have thrown their hats into the
ring and are ready to debate. However, since the original candidates have announced their running in early 2019,
many people have dropped out of the race. Here’s what you need to know about the prominent candidates who
dropped out, why they did so, and their plans for the future!
Bill De Blasio
The New York City mayor announced the end of his campaign on Friday, September 20th, 2019,
during an appearance on MSNBC. He explained that “It’s clearly not my time,” adding that “after
several months of campaigning, I have reached the point where I feel I have contributed all I can to
this Democratic primary. Today, I’m ending my campaign for the presidency.” Instead of campaigning, De Blasio reports that he will return to New York City to pick his day job back up for the more than
two years until term limits end his time as mayor.
Cory Booker
On January 13th, one day prior to the seventh Democratic primary debate, the New Jersey
senator announced that he was suspending his campaign. Booker reported on Twitter that his
“campaign has reached the point where we need more money to scale up and continue building a campaign that can win - with money we don’t have, and money that is hard to raise because I
won’t be on the next debate stage and because the urgent business of impeachment will reightly be keeping me
in Washington.” As Booker insinuated in the Tweet, he has been working adematley in Congress to pushback
against Trump.
Julián Castro
On January 2nd, 2020, the former Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and only
Latino candidate for president, announced that he would be dropping out of the presidential
race. He stayed in the race despite failing to reach high enough polling numbers to make the
November and December debate staged, but reported in a video posted to his Twitter that he
would suspend his campaign for president because this “simply isn’t our time.” Despite explaining
that he did not know what he would be doing next, he “was not done fight” and he would “keep working towards a nation where everyone counts, a nation where everyone can get a good job, good health care, and
a decent place to live.”
Kamala Harris
The California Senator suspended her campaign on December 3rd, after a last push in Iowa.
“ I want to be clear, I am still very much in this fight, and I will keep fighting everyday for what
this campaign has been about. Justice for the people. All the people.” She promised to do everything in her power to defeat Donald Trump and fight for the future of the United States. There
are no current indications for what her next steps will be, but she is committed to removing President Trump from office.
Beto O’Rourke
On November 1st, the former Texas Congressman officially dropped out of the race explaining
that his campaign does not have “the means the move forward successfully.” He has said in the
past that 2020 will most likely include a race for Senate or the House of Representatives in Texas,
but nothing has been confirmed. O’Rourke has been quote active in terms of supporting whomever the Democratic nominee happens to be.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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IMPEACHMENT OF
PRESIDENT TRUMP

By Elliott Weix
The House of Representatives has voted for President Trump to be impeached, bringing two articles
of impeachment against him. Speaker Nancy Pelosi
withheld from sending the articles immediately, in
hopes of ensuring non-partisan rules for the Senate
trial. She finally sent the articles to the House on
January 15.
The crux of the impeachment case is the allegation
that Trump attempted to leverage a White House
meeting and military aid, sought by Ukraine to defend against Russian military aggression, to pressure
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky to investigate former vice president Joe Biden and his son.
Trump seems unfazed by the case against him, as
do his supporters in the Senate.Senate Republicans
have stated they will reject the idea of simply voting
to dismiss the articles of impeachment, as Trump
himself has suggested. The Republicans control the
Senate, 53-47, and will most likely acquit Trump.
However, if four of the GOP senators vote with the
Democrats, it would be enough for the Democrats to
win with a majority.
It seems as though President Trump is unlikely to
be removed from office, although a chance for this
still remains. There’s a lot of controversy about the
decision to impeach him, with the GOP party saying
it’s “unfair” and “unconstitutional.” However, the
Democrats seem to have a strong case as to why the
impeachment is justified. The results will likely influence the 2020 presidential election.
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BEEF BETWEEN WARREN
& SANDERS

By Maggie Di Sanza
Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts, and
Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont have a great deal
in common politically; from pioneering issues like
Medicare for All, free college tuition, backing - and in
Sanders’ case, co-sponsoring - the Green New Deal, and
combating Wall Street billionaires, the two leftist Presidential Candidates agree on far more than they disagree
on. However, during the seventh Democratic Debate in
January 2020, the two candidates found certainly found
uncommon ground. The truce between the two seems to
have fallen apart, despite their similarities. With the first
Democratic primary being just weeks away, Sanders and
Warren certainly found a way to stir the pot.
What happened? Well, a private conversation between
the two Senators leaked from Warren’s team a few days
prior to the January debate, where Sanders supposedly
reported that “a female candidate would have trouble
winning the presidency in 2020.” Warren later confirmed that Sanders had mentioned this in private, and it
was a prominent subject of discussion during the debate.
After being directly asked about the happenings of the
conversation in their 2018 meeting, Sanders responded
by denying the supposed statement completely, “Well, as
a matter of fact, I didn’t say it,” he reported at the debate.
“And I don’t want to waste a whole lot of time on this,
because this is what Donald Trump and maybe some of
the media want. Anybody who knows me knows that it’s
incomprehensible that I would think that a woman could
not be President of the United States.”
Warren was then asked what her reaction to what
Sanders had said in 2018, “ I disagreed,” she explained.
“Bernie is my friend, and I am not here to try to fight
with him. But, look, this question about whether or not
a woman can be president has been raised, and it’s time
for us to attack it head on.” Warren continued to explain
how the women candidates on the stage were the only
candidates who had never lost an election, while the male
candidates had collectively lost over 10 elections.
During the debate, not another word was spoken about
the supposed 2018 conversation… until the end. Sanders
and WArren approached one another preparing to shake
hands, but Warren refused. What followed was a brief
and highly uncomfortable conversation between the two
candidates.
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209,000 WI RESIDENTS’ VOTING
STATUS IN QUESTION

By Amira Pierotti
In December 2019, Judge Paul Malloy ordered the removal of up to
234,000 Wisconsin voters from the 2020 voters roll. After hearing the case
put forth by the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty, a conservative Milwaukee-based group, Malloy decided that this action would possibly help to
avoid voting fraud. The voters in question may have moved to different addresses in Wisconsin, but had failed to complete a questionnaire about their
current place of residence by the October due date. The Wisconsin Elections
Commission had planned to continue their work through the 2020 election due to
past errors, hoping only to purge voters who had indeed moved.The number of
voters was reduced to 209,0000 after the addresses of 25,000 voters were confirmed.
In 2016,
Trump only won Wisconsin by 23,000 votes, so the removal of so many voters would possibly impact the
outcome of the 2020 election.The Elections Committee had asked Malloy to hold his order while the case was
appealed, but Malloy refused. Instead, he held the Committee in contempt of court since they had not begun to
purge voters. The next day, a Wisconsin appeals court sided against Malloy putting on hold both the order to
purge voters and to hold the Election Committee in contempt of court. There is concern that the original lawsuit
was intended to remove specifically Democratic voters, giving Republicans an advantage in the 2020 election. The
lawsuit targeted voters in areas that typically vote Democrat, such as Madison and Milwaukee. The legal dispute
will likely not come to a conclusion before the 2020 election.

ANTI-SEMITISM ON THE RISE IN U.S., AGAIN

By Amira Pierotti
A rise in anti-Semitism in the U.S. has led to violence not once, but twice again.
December 11, 2019 began normally for the JC Kosher, a small deli in Jersey City, New Jersey. Around noon,
a U-Haul parked across the street, and two shooters emerged, marched into the supermarket and proceeded to
shoot. An hours-long stand-off followed, when police rushed to the scene. Both attackers, David Anderson and
Francine Graham, were killed in the shoot-out. The two had come from Bay View Cemetery where they had murdered Detective Joseph Seals. Det. Seals had gone to question them about the killing of an Uber driver. His work
removing guns from the streets of Jersey City has been honored by his department
Three civilians were murdered inside the shop soon after the attack began. Mindy Ferencz owned JC Kosher
along with her husband. A mother of three, Ferencz is remembered as a kind and loving person. Douglas Miguel
Rodriguez worked at the market and is survived by his wife, mother, and daughter. Moshe Deutsch was shopping
when the attack broke out. His selflessness and care for others in need is remembered and sorely missed.
One other shopper was able to escape, but still sustained injuries. Two officers were wounded in the shoot-out
as well. After investigating the motive, the FBI has labeled this as an act of domestic terrorism. Documents reveal
the shooters’ anti-Semitism and evidence that the shooting was planned.
On December 29, 2019, a man barged into a Hanukkah celebration in New York, stabbing five. Monsey, NY is
home to a large community of Hasidic Jews, 100 of whom were gathered at Rabbi Yisroel Kahan’s home to celebrate the eighth day of Hanukkah, the Jewish Festival of Light. A man entered the house with a machete, screamed
threats at the group, and proceeded to stab five people. Some individuals attempted to subdue the attacker, throwing a table and chair as well as hitting him with a cane. The stabber then fled the house, turning his attention
to the synagogue. Luckily, those inside the synagogue had locked the doors after hearing screams at the Rabbi’s
house. After failing to gain entrance, he sped away in his car, but not before witnesses got the license plate.
Grafton Thomas, 37, was arrested hours later for attempted murder and has pled not guilty. Thomas’s journals
and search history are filled with references to Nazis and Hitler. Four of the victims have been released from the
hospital, but Josef Neumann, 72, remains in a coma.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ARTIST OF FEBRUARY:
QING NG

By Emmie Digon and Amy Yao
What instrument do you play and why do you play
it?
I play the violin, and I play it because I love music.
Do you get nervous when you perform? If you do
how do you get over it?
When I perform I’m not nervous but before the performance I usually get nervous. You can’t really control
your nerves, but it’s good to be familiar with them.
What is your biggest achievement as a musician?
My biggest achievement was probably when I played the
Wieniawski 2nd Concerto 3rd Mvt for a really amazing
teacher named Almita Vamos.
What performance are you most proud of and
what made that performance different from others?
My favorite performance was during Summer Music
Clinic when I was chosen to perform piece and it was my
favorite performance because I played with a really great
accompanist and the audience gave me a standing ovation and it was one of the best moments of my life.
Who do you look up to as a musician?
I look up to a lot of different musicians, Heifetz and David Oistrakh will always be the legends but I was really
inspired by the violinist called Ray Chen in 6th grade
who really introduced me to the beauty of classical music. I also really love JinYoung Lim, Sarah Chang, Janine
Jansen, Midori, and Maxim Vengerov. There are also a
bunch of child prodigies in the Menuhin Competition
that are really inspiring.
How do you feel after every performance?
How I feel after every performance definitly pends on
how I played of course. But I always feel determined to
work for a better performance the next time I play.
Q: What is the hardest part about being a musician?
The hardest part about being a musician for me is diligent practicing no matter what.
24
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STAR WARS!

By Caleigh Christy
The long-awaited finale to the final act of the Skywalker
Saga has finally come in the third installment of the sequel
trilogy. Rey, Finn, Poe, Chewbacca, and many other beloved
characters join together one last time to take down the dark
side of the force, this time manifesting itself as the returning Emperor Palpatine. Does hope still exist throughout the
galaxy? Can the resistance save the galaxy from evil forces
that seek to destroy all that is good? And what is going on
with Rey and Kylo? Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker holds
the familiar magic of past films and fills us with a sense of
nostalgia with familiar locations and new excitement with
continued character relationships.
Looking past epic action scenes, some beautiful cinematography, witty humor, and adorable new side characters (how
can you not love Babu Frik?), some loose ends were never
answered as the credits rolled and the movie theater lights
came up. While this movie gave a lot to the fans, it also
failed to meet some of their expectations. Although it can
be seen as an emotional triumph for many fans of the series,
the final installment left out a lot of logic and explanation
for the how and the why of the movie’s comings and goings.
Now, it is a much better addition to the series than The
Last Jedi (sorry lovers of this film), but it still had its problems and negative aspects. The movie sometimes feels
rushed, like it’s packing in more than it can handle, it mostly
succeeds, although at times the plot does strain under the
weight of its responsibilities. Things we yearned to learn
never came and that took away a lot from the film, along
with the fact that at times it felt like more of a service to the
fans and damage control for The Last Jedi. Nonetheless, it
completes part of our film history and lets us see some of
our favorite characters complete their stories, along with the
galaxy coming to peace, at least for the time being.

GOLDEN GLOBES
RECAP

By Evanka Amin
One of the first award shows of the year, the
Golden Globes award the best Hollywood actors
and actresses along with the best films and shows
of the year. Now let’s get into some of the most notable wins of the night. History was made by Awkwafina when she won Best Actress in a Comedy or
Musical as a person of Asian descent for her performance in The Farewell. The show Fleabag won
Best TV Comedy. Brad Pitt made an appearance
for his win as Best Supporting Actor in a Motion
Picture for Drama. His respective film, Once Upon
A Time...In Hollywood won Best Screenplay. Later
that night, Tom Hanks won the Cecil B. DeMille
Award for Achievement in Film and Ellen DeGeneres won the Carol Burnett Award for Achievement in Television. Michelle Williams won Best
Actress in a Television Drama for her performance
in Fosse/Verdon. Joaquin Phoenix took the stage
for his Best Actor in a Film, Drama win for Joker.
Sam Mendes’ war epic 1917 with surprise wins at
the Golden Globes, snagging both Best Picture,
Drama, and Best Director for Mendes. The movie
Parasite won Best Foreign Film. Laura Dern won
Best Supporting Actress for her performance in
the film Marriage Story. A huge snub for female
directors occurred when none were nominated despite the fact that movies like, Greta Gerwig’s Little
Women, Lulu Wang’s The Farewell and Lorene
Scafaria’s Hustlers, were among the most critically
acclaimed and commercially successful films of the
year. This years show had some historic wins as
well as some surprising wins and snubs.
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HOROSCOPES
By Lily Lowndes

Libra (Sep
23-Oct 22):
This is a
powerful time for self-expression, new forms of entertainment, and romantic
explorations.

Scorpio (Oct
23-Nov 21):
Taking on
too many
projects or becoming too
entrenched in details can
cause problems

Aquarius
(Jan 20-Feb
18):
It’s also a
time when friendships
are a little more unusual
or made through unusual
places.

You are
likely to make bigger decisions about your material resources during this
period.

Pisces (Feb
19-March
20):
You’ll be
rewarded for all your hard
work so hang in there for
a bit.

Gemini
(May 21June 20):
It’s time to
grab opportunities that
help you to feel empowered and on top of your
life.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22-Dec
21):

Cancer
(June 21July 22):
You’re a
water sign. It’s time you
get in touch with that.
Despite it being pink and
red season, wear blue for a
more balanced February.

Aries
(March
21-April
19):

This is a time
for aligning your behavior
with what you believe is
right.

Taurus
(April 20May 20):

This month
you might receive unexpected news concerning
a friend that you have
not heard from for a long
time.

Restrictions connected to your
home life could be getting
easier at this time, but
your desire for changes is
being curtailed somehow
by your responsibilities at
your home base.

Leo (July 23Aug 22):

Virgo (Aug
23-Sep 22):

Prepare
yourself for
an upcoming mishap.
Something embarrassing will happen to you at
school, although it won’t
be entirely your fault.

\
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Capricorn
(Dec 22-Jan
19):
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Whether
you’ve been
spending evenings with
your friends, your phone,
or your homework, you’ve
been staying up way too
late. Get some sleep.
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VALENTINES DAY WORDSEARCH
By Maggie DiSanza

AFFECTION 		LOVE			FLOWERS		

GIFTS

ARROW			PINK			HEARTS			

HUG

BELOVED		RED			KISS		
RESTAURANT

CANDY			CHOCOLATE

SWEETHEART

CUPID 			

VALENTINE		
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HARRY STYLES’ FINE
LINE ALBUM REVIEW

By Maggie Di Sanza
Singer and songwriter, Harry Styles, admits to the
deep isolation and alienation that goes hand and
hand with fame in his new album Fine Line. While
the 25-year-old, previous member of One Direction
appears to be at ease with his lifestyle, he reveals raw
insecurity in the magnificent second album.
Styles’ rock n’ roll roots become incredibly clear in
the new album as his catchy choruses are accompanied by a full band of varying sounds from percussion
to bass to even a wind section. Clearly exemplifying
inspiration from Styles’ idols, Fine Line pays tribute
to musicians like Greg Kurstin, David Bowie, and the
Beatles.
The soft rock album starts off with a bang as Styles
admits that “I don’t want to be alone” on the first
track “Golden.” Belying the warm tones of the accompanying guitar, he continues, “Don’t wanna let
you know… But I can feel it take hold… Oh to be so
lonely.” In Golden Styles references an ex-lover who
had made him feel whole, but upon their leaving,
has left him feeling hopeless and dreary. Some have
gone as far to describe Styles’ new album as a candid
autobiography written in technicolor rock n’ roll.
Ultimately, the album revolves around becoming and
fulfilling an individual’s goals, and realizing their true
self - despite the absence of others in their life.
More than anything, Fine Line is an incredibly fun
album. It is full of tantalizingly lyrical references and
tracks, that make the listener jump to the edge of
their seat and truly fall into the music. From the laid
back summertime jam “Watermelon Sugar” to the
engaging call to action “Treat People With Kindness”
Styles’ newest record release surely has fans begging
for more.
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VALENTINE’S DAY
PLAYLIST

By Jace Liu
February is very popular for Valentine’s Day and love.
I’ve carefully composed this playlist to try and cover the
various types of love. It’s up to your own interpretation of
the meanings of these songs.
“Adore You” by Harry Styles
“Bromance” by Chester See & Ryan Higa
“Comethru” by Jeremy Zucker
“DANCE” by DNCE
“Dream Boy” by Waterparks
“Dreaming Of You” by Selena
“Dreams” by Bazzi
“Euphoria” by BTS
“Feelings” by Lauv
“Fix You” by Coldplay
“Hey, Soul Sister” by Train
“If I Can’t Have You” by Shawn Mendes
“I’m so tired…” by Lauv & Troye Sivan
“I Really Like You” by Carly Rae Jepsen
“Kiss The Boy” By Keiynan Lonsdale
“LOVE U” by Monsta X
“Outta My Head (with John Mayer)” by Khalid
“Still into You” by Paramore
“You Make My Dreams” by Daryl Hall & John Oates
“Youngblood” by 5 Seconds of Summer
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West Towne

Looking for more
than just a job?
Begin your
adventure with us!
Apply @
chickfilaleader.com

Benefits:
Competitive pay
Flexible hours
Closed on Sunday
College scholarship
opportunities

Hiring:
All shifts - AM/PM
Team members
Open Monday-Saturday
14 years old or older
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SPORTS
NBA UPDATE

By Tanay Desai
Over halfway through the NBA season, the reigning MVP, Giannis Antetokounmpo and the Milwaukee Bucks
lead the NBA in wins. The Bucks have an eight-game lead over the Miami Heat for the number one spot in the
Eastern Conference of the NBA. Speaking of the Miami Heat, they have easily been the NBA’s most surprising
team this season. After the off-season acquisition of former Philadelphia 76er Jimmy Butler, the Heat has been
one of the sharpest
teams in the league. Some
of this credit goes to
Heat Rookie and Wisconsin
native Tyler Herro, who
has shot 41.5% from the
field and is averaging
13.1 points game. In the
Western Conference,
the Los Angeles Lakers
hold a 4-game lead over
the Denver Nuggets for
the number one spot.
Lebron James and Anthony
Davis have been able
to carry the Lakers to this
position after many
years of irrelevance for the
Lakers. One of the other
surprises this season in the
NBA has been the Denver Nuggets. The Nuggets,
led by star center Nikola
Jokic, have already won
30 games. After dominating the NBA for the last
5 seasons, the Golden
State Warriors now hold
the title for the worst record in the NBA. Debilitated by injuries to star players Steph Curry and Klay Thompson,
the Warriors, after moving away from their old arena in Oakland to a new arena in San Francisco, are now struggling to beat the teams they once beat with ease. Fortunately for the Warriors, this season could be a blessing in
disguise for them as they are in a prime position to have great draft picks and field another incredibly talented
squad for the 20-21’ season. Last season’s number one draft pick, Zion Williamson, recently made his return to
the NBA in a nationally televised game against the San Antonio Spurs. Sidelined by a knee injury, Pelicans Medical Personnel were teaching Zion to walk and run more effectively. With the all-star break approaching, there is
plenty of action yet to come from the National Basketball Association.

JMM SPORTS UPDATE

By Nic Braico
The JMM sports teams are heating up as we head into championship season. The Girls’ basketball team has been
rolling so far, as they’re undefeated and ranked #2 in the state behind Bay Port. The Spartans season has been
headlined by wins over Middleton (top 10) and Seton Catholic (AZ), who’s also ranked #3 in the state of Arizona.
The Spartans defeated Seton at the Windermere Prep Rock Holiday Classic in the championship game to win the
tournament. The boys basketball team also won the boys side of the tournament, defeating the hosts Windermere
Prep (FL) in the championship. Other JMM sports teams are doing very well. The boys and girls hockey teams
have been rolling against most inner-city competition, as has the Gymnastics team. Boys Swim & Dive has also
been doing very well against their opponents as of recent, finishing up their home competitions for the season.
Wrestling has also been dominating invites too. As winter sports wrap up, spring sports will be starting soon, so
if you’re still interested in playing a spring sport, make sure you talk to your coach to make sure you’re eligible,
completing any forms and payments as needed.
30
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UW BADGERS WOMEN’S
VOLLEYBALL TEAM FINISHES HISTORIC SEASON

SUPER BOWL 54 PREVIEW

By Tanay Desai
The NFL’s 54th Super Bowl matchup has been officially set. The Kansas City Chiefs, led by MVP award
winner Patrick Mahomes, will meet the San Francisco
By Nic Braico
49ers in Miami.
The Wisconsin women’s volleyball team ended a
The game will feature the league’s most prolific
historic season earlier as they lost to Stanford in the
offense, the Chiefs, and the 49ers top-5 defense. Both
national championship in 3 sets, 25-16, 25-17, 25-20.
teams reached the Super Bowl in similar ways, having a
The Badgers received the #4 seed at the start of the
bye-week for the first round of the playoff and then two
tournament, meaning they hosted the first through
the fourth rounds of play at the UW Field House. The straight home games.
The Chiefs began their playoff run against the Houshome court advantage proved to be a key factor in the
Badgers’ success as they defeated Illinois State, UCLA, ton Texans, in quite a bizarre game. Houston took a
Texas A&M and Nebraska all at home in 3 sets, sweep- quick 24-0 lead, but then the Chiefs stormed back and
scored on 7 straight possessions, winning the game 51ing all the teams, including the #13 and #5 ranked
31. Next, the Chiefs handled the sixth-seeded Tennessee
teams at home. Then, the Badgers, led by the offensive attack of Dana Rettke, Molly Haggerty and setter Titans 35-24. In a similar fashion, the San Francisco
Sydney Hilley, traveled to Pittsburgh to face #1 overall 49ers beat the Minnesota Vikings in the Divisional
Round of the NFL Playoffs and proceeded to beat the
seed Baylor at PPG Paints arena. The Badgers, the
underdogs, pulled out a 3-1 victory over Baylor to face Green Bay Packers 37-20 in the NFC Championship.
Stanford in the championship match, where Stanford, 49ers Quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo only needed to
pass the ball eight times in their victory over the Packled by Kathryn Plummer, cruised to a 3-0 victory to
ers, as running back Raheem Mostert ran for 220 yards,
win the title.
an NFL playoff record. There will be plenty of intriguing matchups to watch out for in Super Bowl LIV, especially the coaching matchup: Chiefs’ Head Coach Andy
Reid and 49ers’ Head Coach Kyle Shanahan are widely
regarded as the two best offensive-minded coaches in
the NFL. Each coach has their own distinct style, with
Kyle Shanahan’s more run-oriented scheme and Andy
Reid’s much more pass-oriented scheme.
Patrick Mahomes and the Kansas City Chiefs’ dominant offense versus the stingy San Francisco Defense is
another match-up to keep an eye out for.
Super Bowl 54 will also mark the first time that a female and openly gay person will coach, as 49ers assistant
Katie Sowers will be on the sidelines coaching up her
players during the game. Super Bowl 54 is not only the
greatest sporting spectacle in America, but it is also one
of the greatest entertainment spectacles in the United
States. This year’s Super Bowl will take place in Miami, Florida at Hard Rock Stadium, home of the Miami
Dolphins. With the Super Bowl being played in Mi-

ami, there will be numerous activities for fans who
are attending the game, or simply people who just
want the experience of being around a Super Bowl,
at South Beach and other attractions in the Miami
area.
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ROSE BOWL RECAP

By Caliegh Christy
As the college football season wound down to a close, the Wisconsin Badgers standing in the Big10 conference,
and ranking overall, allowed them to earn a berth in the Rose Bowl game in Pasadena, CA for their final game
of the 2019-20 season. The Badgers have now been to the Rose Bowl a total of 10 times throughout the school’s
history, winning three of them. Although it was a fight to the finish between the two teams, No. 8 Wisconsin
was defeated in a close loss of 28-27 as the
No. 6 Oregon Ducks clinched the win at
the Rose Bowl. This got Oregon to a
total of 4 wins out of 8 Rose Bowl
appearances.
From the opening kick,
it seemed it would be a
close game, as it continued the results
varied for who the
predicted winner
could be. In the end,
a four-turnover
game would have
tragic consequences for the
Wisconsin
Badgers as they
lost the bowl
game by a point.
Oregon opened
the game
with a 12-play,
75-yard
drive that lasted
just over five
minutes and was
capped off by
4-yard rushing
touchdown
made by Justin
Herbert.
Herbert would later add a
second rushing
touchdown to the first-halscore.
With an early 7-0 lead, Oregon
kicked off to Aron Cruickshank, who
returned the kick for a 95-yard touchdown. After Collin Larsh made the extra point,
the score would even up at 7-7.
After that, both teams continued to have their ups and downs throughout the game, trying to rise above the other. While Wisconsin was able to get off to a quick start thanks to special teams and a turnover, two Wisconsin
turnovers, as well as some untimely penalties thwarted its offense early in the game. And while Oregon was able
to capitalize on a Jack Coan interception and the short field that it provided, the Ducks struggled to move the
ball against Wisconsin’s defense. Wisconsin ended the first half of the game, scoring in the final two minutes of
the half, bringing the score to 10-7 before the second half.
Moving into the second half, Wisconsin’s offensive trouble continued to be an issue. The Badgers failed to
convert on third down and on the fourth down punter Anthony Lotti fumbled the snap allowing Oregon’s Brady
Breeze to sweep in and return Lotti’s fumble for a 31-yard touchdown. After this, Wisconsin was able to reclaim
the lead on a Mason Stokke two-yard touchdown run on fourth-and-one. Continuing the back and forth successes and failures between the two teams.
Wisconsin also converted another fourth-and-one on the drive, with a 34-yard pass completion to Jonathan
Taylor. Sadly in the fourth quarter, Wisconsin’s offensive troubles resurfaced as Danny Davis fumbled on a jet
sweep leading to another rushing touchdown by Herbert.
Then, as Wisconsin looked to reclaim the lead having converted the first down on pass completion, Davis
was penalized for a controversial offensive pass interference call and Wisconsin was unable to make up the lost
yardage. Following a punt from the backup punter Conner Allen, Oregon was able to run out the clock and seal
the victory.
Wisconsin out-gained Oregon 322 to 204 in yards, but the minus-three turnover margin was too much for the
Badgers to overcome to clinch a Rose Bowl game. As Wisconsin fans left the stadium or turned off their TVs, all
they were left with was a good fight, and hope for next year’s season.
32
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OPINIONS

TWO OPINIONS ON VALENTINE’S
TWO OPINIONS
ON VALENTINE’S
DAY!
DAY!
VALENTINE’S DAY IS
IMPORTANT

By Jace Liu
St Valentine’s Day is an annual holiday to celebrate
romantic love, friendship, and admiration. It is also the
only day in the entire 365 days of the year where it’s
acceptable to openly show affection to another person. Yes, it can be stressful to find a way to enjoy this
wonderful holiday whether you’re in a relationship or
not. And it can be annoying when you’re surrounded
by couples being overly loud about their relationship
status. However, think about the discount chocolate
that comes after! If that doesn’t convince you then the
thought of buying candy, flowers, and gifts that contribute to our great capitalist society should help put
your mind at ease. Learning about the fascinating history of St. Valentine’s Day also has merit; you can research it by using a search engine or your local library.
In reality, Valentine’s Day has been very much grossly
commercialized and that portrays a negative image to
all those who are single or never had much luck in the
“love department”.

VALENTINE’S DAY IS
OVERRATED!

By Caleigh Christy
I’m just going to put it right out there, Valentine’s
Day is total BS. Other than the fact that it’s based on
capitalist ideals and only really became popular due
to the wonders of the Hallmark company, there’s not
much other than chocolate (which is overpriced until
after the holiday anyways) that makes it worth celebrating. Sure, love is important to have in your life,
but this holiday causes more tension than it does a
celebration between two significant others. There has
been a trending rise in breakups on Valentine’s day and
this is clearly because all Valentine’s day is good for is
high expectations and stress once you look past all the
pink and red hearts and cutesy gifts. On top of that,
popular rom-coms only support these impossibly high
expectations and actions. With their grand gestures,
awe-inspiring gifts, and perfect happy endings, people
are expected to replicate this fiction into reality and all
this does is make the holiday even worse.
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Having a day or special time to express love is important for certain couples but every couple is different.
As long as the couple is on the same page and has the
same expectations then that’s all that matters. Everyone should do whatever fits their relationship dynamic the best. Valentine’s Day stands as a reminder
to tell people that they are loved. So remember to tell
someone you love them on Valentine’s Day, it’ll make
you and them feel all warm and fuzzy on the inside.

THE CIRCUS:
ENTERTAINMENT IN THE
FORM OF ABUSE

With that, this over-exaggerated idea for the ideal Valentine’s Day turns into a weird competition where your
best is only good enough if its better than everyone else’s
gestures. No one wants less than what the other person
gets on this holiday. Also, this is hard to accomplish
because the price of “love” is pretty dang expensive. I
mean, any well-meaning person can barely afford a good
gift in comparison to Kanye’s house of roses and morning wake up of a quartet for Kim, a tiny teddy bear and
some chocolates, maybe some roses could be a typical
gift which isn’t even close to worth it with the steep
prices. Instead of helping us celebrate, this holiday just
sucks us dry so we can inevitably disappoint whoever we
try to give gifts to.

By Brynn Sailing
The Zor Shrine Circus is coming to the Alliant Energy Center this February, and it seems a prompt time to
re-establish a critical tone when determining the value and quality of the ‘Big Top’.
For many children growing up, the circus is a place of wonder, where the impossibly dangerous is accomplished.
But any adult that can see behind that red and white striped tent flap can understand the truth of the matter- a
circus is unhealthy, unethical, and inhumane for all the animals involved.
Although
human freak shows have almost entirely disappeared, animal circuses otherwise
continue relatively unchanged.
Animals in circuses are still deprived of their basic needs to exercise,
roam, socialize, forage, and play. Signs of their mental anguish include a
plethora of stereotypical behaviors, such as swaying, pacing, bar-biting, and self-mutilating.
Sometimes these animals lash out, injuring and killing trainers, caretakers, and members of the public. They’re transported for up to 50
weeks a year in stifling, cramped, and dirty trailers and train cars and
are forced to perform confusing and physically challenging tricks, such
as standing on their heads, riding bicycles, or jumping through rings of
fire.
Elephants are often beaten with heavy batons with a sharp metal hook on
the
end, sometimes until they bleed, until they perform unnatural or dangerous
tricks.
They lose all the privileges that make their lives meaningful and
become depressed and despondent- some even hurt themselves. In the wild, these animals would be ranging long
distances and enjoying rich social lives.
Let me clarify- I’m not condemning circuses. I
just believe that an
animal-free circus is the only ethically acceptable
option, because
contributing to the success and profits of an animal circus makes
you complicit in the abuse and misery that those
animals have lived
through.
It is time we begin to think about how our
purchases and
actions impact the world around us. So
maybe this
month, instead of taking a trip to see
the flying
monkeys and amazing balancing
elephants
at Zor Shrine Circus, you and your
family hit
the movie theater instead.
34
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BORIS JOHNSON IS BAD
NEWS FOR THE UK

By Eliana Sauer
The New Year has brought the election of a new Prime
Minister to the United Kingdom. Boris Johnson officially
succeeded Theresa May after she resigned amid Brexit disagreements. The appointing of Johnson brings the Conservative Party to power in the UK once again and could have some
detrimental consequences.
By Elliott Weix
First off, Boris Johnson is a strong advocate against the NHS
Standardized testing provides misleading
(National Health Service) as it is. Britain is provided with
examples of how students are performing. The
lifetime taxpayer funded healthcare with the NHS, so it means
tests aren’t at all objective, as we’ve been led to
that it is a large expense for the people, but in return they
believe. Schools that “teach to the test” get better get free healthcare when necessary, regardless of preexisting
average test results, at the price of the students’
conditions. Johnson has spoken out many times about tryeducation. Educators who focus on these scores ing to make the public pay less, which sounds great, but will
are incompetent, preferring memorized facts
reduce the already overworked NHS doctors to even tougher
over actual skill-building, but it likely isn’t their conditions. In the 2017 book “This Is Going to Hurt” by Adam
fault. While other countries take more time to
Kay, readers are given a look into the everyday life of a junior
measure what’s reliable, the US is preoccupied
doctor for the NHS. Dr. Kay tells of how doctors work tireless
with inexpensive ways of easily measuring edu- hours, and don’t get paid even close to what American doccation.
tors do. The average doctor in the UK makes $40-50,000 less
Standardized tests also have problems when
than American doctors for working in far more understaffed
it comes to a student’s socioeconomic status.
hospitals. Boris Johnson wants to fund this system even less,
Students that come from wealthier families
pushing Britain closer and closer to the private medical system
generally do better on standardized tests than
that we have in the US that could drastically harm much of the
those from impoverished families. While our
UK population.
education system itself functions well, we do a
Another thing Johnson has said regarding his plans with the
poor job compensating for economic differences, NHS is he has made hints of selling data gathered in NHS hoswhich leads to the various problems that most
pitals to United States based pharmaceutical companies. The
students face on a regular basis.
NHS is the largest bank of patient data in the world, with data
Standardized testing also is unfair, discrimfrom birth until death on the majority of the UK population.
inating against non-English speakers and stuThis data is very valuable for pharmaceutical companies, and
dents who have special needs. No Child Left
selling it could lead to more money for the UK government,
Behind tests are drastically narrowing our
but also gives way to many privacy issues, and the risk of incurriculum, and, ironically, leave far too many
formation links. All of these negatives are things Boris refuses
children behind. Test-prep eats away at actual
to acknowledge, which is a common trend in his political
instruction time.
strategy. Focus on good, ignore the bad. Knife crime is at an
State-mandated tests don’t take advantage of
all time high in the UK (BBC), and there are talks happening
everything that the teachers know about their
everywhere about rising racism in the media and in everyday
students. Cumulative validity is a better measure life, but Johnson has not even referenced these things once.
of how students are progressing. But this meth- He is the Prime Minister of the people like him, but definitely
od is hard and takes more time than standardized
not everyone.
testing. It requires more trust as well. But stanIf Boris Johnson accomplishes what he wants, by the time
dardized testing, along with our poor methods
his time as PM is over, the UK will be separate from the EU,
of dealing with it, is crippling our education
all its citizens will have crumbling universal healthcare, and all
system.
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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GRETA THUNBERG DESERVED PERSON
OF THE YEAR

By Mihika Shivakumar
Time Magazine’s 2019 Person of the Year was Greta Thunberg, a seventeen year old girl with Aspergers. However, neither of those are what she’s known for. Greta Thunberg founded School Strike for Climate, a group of
youth demanding for political leaders to address and take action on preventing climate change by skipping class
on Fridays to protest.
Starting with a single strike, Greta Thunberg influenced millions internationally, and these strikes have grown
into something much more. Greta Thunberg is truly a leader of the youth of this generation, and earned her spot
as Time’s person of the year.
Time Magazine has a very specific process for choosing their Person of the Year. They talk to people across the
world, to see how people’s impact is far and wide. In Sao Paolo, Isabella Prata, mother of two climate strikers, said
“Greta is an image of all of this generation.” In the September elections in Austria,
the Green Party more than
tripled its support, and it was credited to
Greta Thunberg. Internationally, Greta Thunberg has impacted
people and the environment, by clearly speaking
up for what the
youth want, and making her
name known in
the process. Her heading on
the magazine
itself was “Greta Thunberg:
The Power of
Youth”.
However,
people have complaints
against
Time’s decision. Specifically,
people like our own
President.
“So ridiculous,” President
Trump
tweeted in response to
the Time
cover. “Greta must work
on her
Anger Management
problem,
then go to a good old
fashioned
movie with a friend! Chill
Greta,
Chill!” Trump has no
issues with
attacking a sixteen year old
speaking up
for youth everywhere, but
it’s more than a
terrible comment. Back in 2012,
he tweeted “I knew
last year that @TIME Magazine
lost all credibility
when they didn’t include me in their
Top 100...,”. In response
to 2015’s choosing of Angela Merkel, he
tweeted “I told you @TIME
Magazine would never pick me as person of
the year despite being the big favorite They picked person who is ruining Germany.”
Trump finally received Person of the Year, in
2016. He was then runner-up in 2017, to the Silence-Breakers,
and considered in the list of the most influential for the past two years. Sharing a title with a sixteen year old he
previously shared comments about clearly wasn’t what he was anticipating, and he has a track record of reacting
badly to Time’s decision. This year was no different.
Thunberg is Time’s youngest Person of the Year. Historically, they’ve been world leaders, people climbing their
way to the top over the years, people with universal power in their hands. But, this year, Time took a different
route.
While talking about influence and power, Time says, “It is wielded by people like Thunberg, leaders with a cause
and a phone who don’t fit the old rubrics but who connect with us in ways that institutions can’t and perhaps never could.” Greta Thunberg is truly making history, and in 2019, Time decided to address it.
36
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PELOTON COMMERCIAL
WHY WE SHOULD KEEP
By Caleigh Christy
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE The Peloton has it all! A masterful indoor cycling
By Jessica Jiang
As election day looms closer, the long-debated controversy over the Electoral College resurfaces in history
classes, news articles, and even everyday conversations.
While many argue that the Electoral College is an outdated system that denies and ignores the wants of the
people as a whole, this is not at all the goal of the College. This system, set up by the Founding Fathers, was
created as a compromise between large and small states
so that small states would not feel threatened by the
strength, in terms of population and size, of their bigger
neighbors. The College provides assurance to the smaller
states and their inhabitants that their voices matter in
crucial political and governmental events like the federal
elections.
The Electoral College also ensures that the voices and
opinions of minority groups in the US are represented.
John Locke, one of the greatest Enlightenment thinkers,
illustrated that in a pure democracy where the majority vote determines all policies and election outcomes,
the values of the minorities will forever and always be
suppressed. The Electoral College sets up the election so
that the people supporting the “minor” candidates can
still win delegate votes and influence the election. If the
United States had a pure democracy, these “unpopular
opinions” would be squashed under an unwavering majority with no way to be expressed.
Tied to this is the concept of election campaigning and
the strategies that candidates use to rally and persuade to
gain votes. With the Electoral College in place, candidates have a reason to travel and appeal to smaller states
and swing states, which could vote either Democrat or
Republican depending on the year. In a system of a popular national vote, candidates would largely ignore states
like Wisconsin that have smaller populations than states
such as California. Rural and suburban areas would fall
under as the populous, urban cities and districts would
take the spotlight for the candidates’ campaign focuses.
Thus, the Electoral College maintains the importance
of less populous states such as our own in the federal
election.
Given these reasons, it is thus vital to our nation’s unity that we maintain the Electoral College. This system
of representation has thus far proved most effective in
upholding the values of those whose voices may not be
heard in a “popular” democracy.

bike, with carbon steel and a weighted flywheel that
gives you the perfect amount of resistance. And cycle
along with an instructor to help you get optimal workouts in! What more could you want, except for, maybe, a better marketing and advertising team? The most
recent addition to the Peloton Bike’s commercial line
up sparked major controversy over its main character.
A man gives his wife a Peloton as a gift and she is
super excited! She already has a look that gives off a
vibe she has already been working out a ton, but her
reaction insinuates that this is her first-time working
out. The woman in the commercial is already a very
slender, good-looking, clearly well-over person. Not
someone most people can relate to. It is clearly a very
expensive exercise tool and meant only for a select
group of people. By trying to inspire people to work
out, watching someone who already has a fit body not
change over the course of a supposed year only keeps
people away from your product. It feels uncomfortable and disappointing if you don’t look like the lady
who the commercial is based around. Also, she has a
kid! She was pregnant at one point, doesn’t do much
intense working out, and already has this near-perfect
body?? Something doesn’t add up here and it’s made
a lot of people very angry and upset. How do I know
if your product works or that it would work for me if
your commercial doesn’t try to connect with anyone,
but this already put together person?
Also, this bike isn’t exactly a cheap purchase as mentioned before, and yet all the woman gives back is a
poorly made vlog made with switching camera angles
to her very generous husband. Other than deterring
the majority of the population away from their product, the company also taught us a lesson about the people purchasing it.
All in all this commercial was a complete flop and
only made potential buyers want to avoid it.
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IMPEACHMENT IS TOO
PARTISAN

By Aarushi Vyas
With the new year underway, news of President Trump’s
impeachment has been the most recent talk among politicians
and people around the globe. As a recap, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted to impeach President Trump due to
his alleged foreign interference for his re-election bid in 2020.
He then obstructed the investigation regarding that interference. Republicans were of course not pleased with the results
and made the argument that Democrats had been looking to
impeach the President since he first took office and merely
used the Ukraine scandal as a way to achieve that goal. However, a recent comment by Senate Republican leader Mitch
McConnell has sparked a new wave of controversy. He stated
that the Democratic party has let it’s “partisan rage” create a
“toxic precedent that will echo into the future.” Whether or
not you agree with the extent to which McConnell goes in his
words, there is no doubt that the impeachment process was
motivated by partisanship.
President Trump was impeached on two articles of impeachment: abuse of power and obstruction of Congress.
Two Democrats voted against the abuse of power article
and three voted against his obstruction of congress. Tulsi Gabbard, a Democratic presidential candidate for 2020,
voted “present” on both articles of impeachment. She argued
that the impeachment would only “further embolden him,
strengthen his support, make it more likely that he will gain
in that support [...].” Her stance was strong and the majority
of Gabbard’s supporters seem to be in agreement with her
decision. In a sharp contrast, not a single House Republican
voted for impeachment. There were numerous testimonials
of officials and evidence collected during the impeachment
trial supporting a claim that Trump abused his power for political gain. In the end, American’s views of President Trump
and congress hasn’t changed due to the impeachment process
and that was reflected in how the House has voted. Neither
the president’s approval nor disapproval ratings have shown
a sharp change after the impeachment.
Republicans make up the majority in the Senate and have a
53 to 47 advantage. 67 votes will be required to pass the article of impeachment there and doesn’t look likely as of now.
While there’s a possibility that there may be a few Republican
senators who find the President’s actions inappropriate, it is
more likely that none of the Republican Senators will find
Trump’s actions impeachable. Whatever the outcome, we can
all agree on the fact that it was and will be a solemn day for
President Trump and the whole nation.
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WANT YOUR
VOICE TO BE
HEARD?

JOIN THE SWORD
& SHIELD!

Mondays, during
lunch in the Photo Lab!
~~~~~~~~~~

memorialswordandshiled@gmail.com

Can’t wait to see
you there!

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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J-CON

The JMM Journalism Convention 2020 is an excellent
opportunity for students interested in journalism and
communications to meet professionals and
journalists in the Madison area, discuss high school
publications and careers in journalism, and learn how
they can develop their own skills!

WHEN?
WHEN?
WHERE?
WHERE?
WHAT?
WHAT?
FOOD?
FOOD?

Visit www.jmmswordandshield.com to RSVP!
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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OPEN A

STUDENT FREE CHECKING
OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT
and get

1

2

free
lunch!

3

You’ve got dreams and goals. Summit Credit Union is here to help
you achieve them with a Student Free Checking or savings account.
Open an account at Summit and get a free debit card. Plus, free
mobile everything!
• Check your balance on the go
• Deposit checks with mobile deposit
• Pay with your phone through Apple Pay, Google Pay
and Samsung Pay
And, if you open a Student Free Checking or savings account
by March 27, you’ll get a $10 gift card to Taco Bell, Culver’s,
Noodles & Company or Milio’s Sandwiches!3

STOP BY SUMMIT, RIGHT IN YOUR SCHOOL, TO OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY!

Insured by NCUA. New members only. Offer valid until 3/27/2020. 1 Minimum to open a

Student Free Checking account is $25. Only one Student Free Checking account per person allowed.
Student Free Checking requires a primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open is $5. Annual
Percentage Yield (APY) as of 12/2/2019 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY
is $25.3 Gift card will be distributed at account opening. Only one per member. © Summit Credit Union 2019.
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