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Eliana Sauer 
 Co-News

Editor

Hello everyone! We are 
Eliana Sauer and 
Amira Pierotti, your co-news editors. 
As news editors we keep you updated on 
what’s going on in the world, the country and 
our own community.We think being in-
formed about world-wide events is extremely 
important. From government policy changes 
to natural disasters, the course of history is 
changes and millions of people are impacted. 
Likely, you or your community feel the effects 
too. Thanksgiving is over, and winter break is 
coming up fast! Give yourself a break over the 
holidays and relax, but be sure you’re staying 
on top of your classes, and don’t procrastinate 
studying for finals too much. 
Have a happy holiday season Spartans!

Amira Pierotti 
 Co-News

Editor
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STUDENT LIFE

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH 
CUPCAKE SMACKDOWN?
By Brynn Sailing  
In case you haven’t experienced the wonderful day that 
has been dubbed the “Cupcake Smackdown” at JMM, 
it’s a wonderful tradition created by the Gender-Sex-
uality Alliance that always puts the profits towards a 
LGBTQ+ foundation to help people! Any students who 
are interested can talk to Ms. Rongstad to sign up to 
create some original and unique cupcakes! There will be 
several rounds of judging by a select task force of teach-
ers to taste-test and score each creation, and the winner 
will receive a grand prize! In addition to the high-stakes 
competition, the cupcakes will be on display all day 
Thursday in the Welcome Center for students to pur-
chase, and then they will be available after school to pick 
up and enjoy. If you’re interested in supporting JMM or 
even if you just have a sweet tooth, be sure to stop by on 
Thursday, December 19th to check out these cakes!

TIPS ON DRIVING IN 
SNOWY WEATHER
By Nic Braico
   As Mother Nature rears its ugly head at us this year 
in the form of snow and ice, it’s important that you 
drive to school with extra caution this season. Here are 
some tips that will help you get to where you have to 
go safely this winter season.
Make sure your tires are inflated - When your tires 
are at the right air pressure levels, your wheels will 
have more tread, making it easier to navigate turns and 
untreated roads.
Accelerate and deccelerate slower - To avoid skids, 
hit the gas and brake pedals more gradually, rather 
than just slamming on the pedals. Also, remember that 
you should give yourself extra time to slow down on 
icy roads.
Go slow- This seems like common sense, but it’s still 
worth mentioning. Most crashes in the winter are 
spin-outs, which happen when a vehicle makes a turn 
too fast for conditions. Basically, if you take it too fast 
on turns, you slide off course since your wheels have 
less traction in the snow, causing a spin-out. These are 
especially dangerous, because you can spin-out into 
oncoming lanes of traffic, and then another car will hit 
you. 
   Also, on untreated roads, you shouldn’t exceed the 
speed limit of the road as a general rule while driving 
in the winter.
Leave extra time- If you follow step 1, you’ll need to 
leave earlier, because going slower means it’ll take you 
extra time to get to where you want to go. Monitor 
forecasts ahead of time, and plan accordingly, so that 
way if it snows a few inches overnight, you’ll be ready 
to leave earlier than usual the next morning.
Try not to stop if possible- By no means are we
encouraging running red lights here, but remember 
that it’s going to take longer to stop your car, so once 
you get up to speed, it’s actually recommended that if 
it’s going to be close, you should go through on a
yellow or red. But again, remember the rules of the 
road and only run a light if it’s close.
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NEED TO CRAM?
By Brynn Sailing

 List important terms, concepts, and ideas. You 
can’t possibly study everything in a single day, so figure 
out what matters most, and then work on it. Focus 
only on the most important skills and information. 
If your teacher says it’ll be on the exam, study it. If it 
comes up a lot in lectures or books, study it. If it’s built 
on in later lessons, study it. And if it’s bolded, high-
lighted, or underlined in your textbook, study it.
Look for summaries. If your course has a textbook, 
it should have summaries of the information at the 
beginning or end of the chapter. Study those, since they 
compress the most important information into a few 
paragraphs. Anything labeled introduction, conclusion, 
or summary is something you should look into.
Make more notes as you go. We learn better if we 
write information down. Jot down anything you want 
to make sure you know. WRITE, don’t type. It’s not 
nearly as effective for your memory.
Charts, Graphs, and Mind Maps Oh My. By drawing 
and working out the connections between everything 
you’ve learned, you can fix it in your mind more
clearly. 
Teach a Friend. Pretend you’re teaching the informa-
tion to someone else. Once you feel reasonably com-
fortable with the material, find a friend and present 
what you know. Have them ask questions so you’re 
forced to explain the material.
Study Out of Order. The human mind is an amazing 
thing, but it doesn’t always work according to sound 
logic. Thoroughly review your notes in order. Then, 
shuffle them around and go through them again, in no 
particular order. You’ll be training your brain to
remember the information by itself, instead of as part 
of a series.
Review the Important Terms List. Remember it? 
Go through it again, and make sure you understand 
everything. For each term, try to say its definition out 
loud, without looking at your notes. If you can’t, put a 
star next to it. By the end of this exercise, you should 
have a small list of terms that you don’t understand. Go 
through those again, until you know them well.
Take a Practice Test. You might not be able to
emulate the high-pressure situation that Finals
presents, but they’re a great way to build up stamina 
and confidence. They also help you put your knowl-
edge to the test before the test itself.

LONG TERM STUDYING 
TIPS
By Elliot Weix

Schedule. Make 
a to-do list and a 
schedule for the 
days between now 
and your final ex-
ams. Try to break 
up your studying 
into smaller units, 
which will help 
prevent that feeling of 
being overwhelmed.
Figure 

out how YOU learn best. Are you a vi- sual learner 
that learns best by watching videos or reading? Are you 
an audio-based learner that learns best by listening and 
speaking? Or are you a tactile, hands-on kinda person? 
Figure it out, and then study using techniques that fit 
your learning style best.
Get started now! The most common lie we tell our-
selves is “I’ll do it tomorrow.”
Learn the format. If you know what you’re going up 
against, it’ll help you study for the test, instead of cov-
ering information that you’ll never see.
Talk to your teachers. They’re available every day 
during flex time, and sometimes during study halls.
Set goals. By giving yourself specific and attainable 
goals such as “I’ll study for 15 minutes every day,” you 
make it easier to keep yourself on track with your 
studying.
Use mnemonic devices. Remember the ABC song, 
and how it helped you learn the alphabet? What if I 
told you similar devices exist for everything else? Use 
acronyms, rhymes, songs, poems, or funny phrases 
to help yourself memorize facts and information. (ex: 
FOIL [first, outside, inside, last])
Quiz yourself. Make flashcards, or cover up your 
notes and try to explain them.
Practice. Make a practice test together with some 
friends, and then see if you can complete it. Not only 
will this make you more confident in your learning, but 
it will also help you figure out which areas you should 
focus on the most.
Reduce distractions. Turn off your phone, TV, and 
notifications. It’ll help you focus more, trust me. Find a 
quiet place to study, so you won’t be interrupted.

DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com 5



TOP 5 HOLIDAY SHOPPING PLACES IN MADISON
By Maggie Di Sanza

   With the Holidays right around the corner, gift-giving is at the top of everyone’s minds. While it certainly 
seems tempting to go to Amazon and take advantage of their convenient services to find gifts, they will not be 
nearly as personalized, interesting, and meaningful if you buy them from larger corporations. This holiday sea-
son, I challenge you to buy local, and shop around Madison to not only support local businesses, but find the per-
fect presents to give! Here are the top five best places in Madison to find personalized gifts for your loved ones! 
Art Gecko: 
Art Gecko is a wonderful store near downtown Madison that holds jewelry, to furniture, to instruments. Art 
Gecko gets their products from fair trade at all corners of the globe. Their main imports are from Thailand, 
where they get ready-to-sell textiles and jewelry. Their trades go straight to the source of production, small 
shops, or vendors who represent the crafters of the items. They deal primarily with traditional manufacturers of 
cottage industry crafts. 
   Whether you are shopping for a musician, a jewelry or clothing fanatic, or a home-decorator, Art Gecko has a 
gift for you. Consider hopping over to their store on State Street! 
Little Luxuries: 

Little Luxuries has been apart of the State Street local business community for over twenty five years! They have 
provided a one-of-a-kind gift shop experience in a very inviting atmosphere! Since they have such a diverse 
selection of gifts, it is easy to find a present for whomever you want! From greeting cards, to culinary devices, to 
accessories they have the item for you! Check out their store at State Street! 
Serrv: 
Serrv is a nonprofit organization with a mission to eradicate poverty around the world, by 
providing opportunity and support to artisans and farmers worldwide. The Serrv store in 
Madison features fair trade, handmade products from all across the globe. Whether 
looking for an accessory, sweet treat, or a new outfit, they have a shop for you. Visit their 
store on State Street! 
Room of One’s Own: 

A Room of One’s Own is an independent, local book- store. They offer a wide 
selection of current and classic fiction, nonfiction, periodicals, graphic 
novels, local interest titles, gifts, greeting cards, and fun accessories 
related to reading! They have a strong children’s and young adult 
section, so if you are looking for a book for a younger relative 
or friend, this is the place for you! If you are interested, visit 
A Room of One’s Own Bookstore on Gorham Street! 
Orange Tree Imports: 
Orange Tree Imports is a locally-owned 
specialty shop, featuring an incredible 
range of kitchenware, toys, special-
ty foods, jewelry, seasonal decor, 
candles, bath and body products, 
and so much more! Their shop 
has been a staple of the Mad-
ison shopping community 
for years, and they are 
proud to be a founding 
member of the Monroe 
Street Merchants Associ-
ation. 
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YOU GOT THE MESSAGE
By Grace Runo 

   You Got the Message is a student band with 
Brady Ketarkus, Bennett Harper, Mary Jane 
Bauer, John Pope, Isaac Levinstien, Griff John-
son, Gena Dockry, Batool Nafid, and Eddie Z. 
They recently released their first album, Kids. I 
interviewed Brady Ketarkus, the lead singer, and 
Bennett Harper, who plays multiple instruments 
for their band. 
Q: What was your inspiration for starting?

A: In middle school, their band teacher would let 
them jam in the band room during lunch, and the 
group came together from there. 
Q: What’s your favorite part of the band, 

and which of your released songs do you like 

best?

Bennett: “I really like just listening to the band 
play, and my favorite song is probably T-Minus.”
Brady: “Performing is a lot of fun. My favorite 
song is definitely Marceline.”
Q: What is your songwriting process?

Bennett: “I don’t really write lyrics much. But I’ll 
sit down at the piano and come up with a gener-
al melody, typically through chords (Brady: He’s 
great at chords). Then, I’ll think about and expand 
on one line.”
Brady: “I never turn poetry into songs. I just think 
it’s odd to do that. I’ll usually have a vibe that I 
base the song on and make some lyrics following 
that. I also rarely hide the meaning of the song; it’s 
pretty easy to tell what it’s about.”
Q: As an example; what is the meaning of 

your song, Kids?

Brady: “I was reflecting on how I felt when I was 
a kid, and just thinking about how I can’t wait to 
feel that way again.”
Q: Do you have any advice for other people 

hoping to start a band?

Brady: “The main thing is knowing what you’re 
going to be doing. Looking for and understanding 
what type of music you’re interested in playing 
is a big part of it. Compare yourself to what you 
want to sound like, and if you know you can’t do 
something, work on it.” 
Bennett: “Know what you want to do. If you want 
to release, research that. If you want to perform, 
then focus on that. Do something that you’re con-
fident in and know that you’re good at.”

GENDER EQUITY 
ASSOCIATION UPDATE
By Maggie Di Sanza

   The Gender Equity Association has been up to a bunch 
in November and early December! We are celebrating and 
learning more about women and gender-non-conforming 
people in media, and how they are portrayed in politics. 
To start off, we watched the award-winning documentary 
Miss Representation to analyze how movies, television, and 
advertisements portray women, and what we as feminists 
can do to change it! We also Facetimed with the wonderful 
journalist, Mia Warren, and learned about her endeavours 
as a woman of color in communications, and tribulations 
she has faced in the field. We also met with a Middleton Ad-
ministrator Lara Romine to speak about encouraging voter 
registration, and fighting voter apathy for the sake of gender 
equity! 
   To start off December, we are studying women and gender 
expansive people in the healthcare industry, and how we 
can further gender equality when it comes to medicine. A 
representative from Planned Parenthood will be visiting, we 
will run the annual Pad & Tampon drive, and learn more 
about women of color when it comes to gaining access to 
healthcare. Interested in coming to our meetings? Join us on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays during lunch in room 804! Have 
any questions? Feel free to reach out to us at jmmgendere-
quity@gmail.com, or shoot an email to our Co-Presidents 
Maggie Di Sanza (mgdisanza@madison.k12.wi.us) or Mel-
anie Golden (megolden@madison.k12.wi.us)! Can’t wait to 
see you there! 
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REGISTER TO VOTE NOW!
By Maggie Di Sanza

   The 2020 election is upon us, and you need to make 
sure that your voice is represented! If you are eligible, 
it is not only your civic right, but responsibility to vote. 
Here are the basics so you know not only how to regis-
ter, but how to actually vote in the 2020 election! 
What are voter registration qualifications? 

There are only a few qualifications for people to reg-
ister to vote. For one, you must be 18 years or older 
on Election Day; meaning, that if you are 17 prior to 
Election Day but turn 18 by the time you need to vote, 
you can still register! You also must be a United States 
citizen, and be a resident of Wisconsin for at least ten 
days. In terms of felony convictions, upon completing a 
sentence, including prison, parole, and probation, your 
rights are restored upon completion, so you are able to 
vote! 
When is the voter registration deadline? 

You must submit your voter registration form and 
information by mail or online up to 20 days prior to 
the election. In the municipal clerk’s office, you may 
register in person until the Friday before the election at 
5:00pm, or close of business (whichever is later). 
What about the party affiliation? 

In Wisconsin, voters may choose which party’s ballot 
to vote, but this decision is private and does not regis-
ter the voter with that party. This allows a voter to cast 
a vote across party lines for the primary election .
How do I obtain a voter registration form? 

There are a few ways to obtain a voter registration 
form! Online is the first option. Just vicit https://
myvote.wi.gov/en-US/RegisterToVote, and fill out 
their five question form about your age, residency, 
and citizenship. You can also register in person at the 
municipal clerk’s office. 
Registering to vote is incredibly simple, and it is up to 
you to take action and control of your own civic duties! 
If you need any help, simply visit myvote.wi.gov to 
learn about registering to vote! See you at the polls! 

SIMON VS THE
HOMOSAPIEN AGENDA: 
MUST READ
By Grace Runo

   In a world where magicians exist, and creatures such 
as dragons roam the land, Simon Snow is destined for 
greatness. From a young age, he has been blessed with 
unspeakable powers that were meant to slay the Insid-
ious Humdrum: a magic destroying creature from an 
unknown origin. However, that hasn’t been working 
out very well for him. He has next to no control over 
his magic, his girlfriend broke up with him, and Baz - 
his evil vampire roommate - is nowhere to be found. 
When Simon gets news of a nefarious plot, he is forced 
to reevaluate his views on who he can truly trust, and 
which side of the war he is truly on. 
   If you are a fantasy lover or part of the LGBTQ+ 
community, then you need to read this book. The plot 
is very well thought out, and the romance is endlessly 
endearing. One of the best things about this book is the 
banter and humor. There wasn’t a single moment while 
reading this novel when I wasn’t smiling (apart from 
the sad and tense parts), and that is largely due to the 
funny and lighthearted way the author writes. Inter-
actions between characters are full of smart comments 
and debate, which is so much fun to read. But the thing 
that you’ll love most about this book is the characters. 
Each of them has their own unique personality that is 
amazingly developed. Overall, this is a spectacular book 
and a must-read for anyone who is even slightly inter-
ested. 
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THINGS TO DO OVER 
WINTER BREAK
By Mia Braico

Let’s face it: Winter break can get boring. Usually we 
just sit around all day, maybe watch some TV, and are 
overall bored. Here are some things you can do to com-
bat boredom over winter break. 
Watch a great movie. There are plenty of awesome 
movies out there that are either holiday themed or 
winter themed. A few suggestions are the movies “Elf”, 
“The Grinch Who Stole Christmas”, and many more. 
You can also watch a movie that’s not related to winter, 
such as the Harry Potter Series, or Marvel movie. In-
vite a couple of friends over to watch with you so you 
can all enjoy a movie together.
Try a new winter recipe. Lots of people bake cookies 
over break for the holidays. You could bake some gin-
gerbread cookies and frost them with cool colors and 
decorate them with sprinkles and candies. You could 
also try a new hot cocoa recipe. Be creative with your 
cooking. Have your family taste test what you make. 
Go outside. Yes, it may be cold outside, but when 
there’s snow, you have to take advantage. Go sledding 
on the nearest hill. Make a snowman. Have a snow-
ball fight with friends and family. Just make sure you 
dress warmly with a hat, gloves, winter coat, and other 
garments.
Snuggle up with a good book. When it’s cold, 
sometimes the best thing to do is snuggle up on your 
couch with a few blankets, maybe a pet, and just read 
for hours on end. This allows your eyes to take a break 
from screens, and it’s relaxing. Maybe while you read, 
you’ll fall asleep and take a nice nap. 
Hang out with friends. Try to get together with 
your friends over the break. If you stay huddled in your 
room too long, you’ll feel lonely. Humans need human 
interaction to survive. Plan to go get a bite to eat at a 
local restaurant, have a sleepover, play video games or 
anything else you may want to do. Even if you don’t 
want to hang out with your friends, after you do, you 
won’t regret it. 

HOW TO CRAM FOR THE 
ACT
By Brynn Sailing

As the December date for the nationwide ACT exam 
draws closer, many students begin to grow more
frazzled by the minute. The demanding onset of
assignments, tests and finals tend to add an enormous 
amount of stress on high school students, and just
managing their busy schedules can end up taking 
priority over studying for the ACT. As a high school 
senior, I remember my time preparing for the ACT and 
putting it off for as long as possible. Eventually- about 
a week before the test date- I sat down at my desk and 
thought about how to start studying. Luckily, I had tak-
en an ACT prep course offered by the school earlier in 
the year, but I was still madly worried about the math 
section.
My advice to all students preparing to take the ACT 
is not anything different from everything else they’ve 
been hearing- get a good night’s rest the night before, 
because a loss of attention or energy during testing 
time can make a big difference. Use whatever tools you 
know help you learn- whether that’s rote memoriza-
tion, mnemonic devices, or taking a practice test over 
and over again. It can be helpful for many students to 
take a practice test at least once, and stop in between 
sections to go back over what you missed or judge what 
helped you or what slowed you down. Making mental 
notes to help you remember what works for you is a 
crucial element to succeeding on the test! 
However, I’m well aware of the panic that accompanies 
any typical student the night before taking the ACT. 
Slow down, take a deep breath, and start easy. It can be 
simplest for students to just sit down and start reading 
a prep book, or researching past tests. It’s also very wise 
to go over specific subjects that you know you strug-
gle with, in order to refresh your memory and clarify 
any missing connections. I sincerely hope that all the 
students getting ready for the ACT this December will 
take the time to put the care into studying that they 
deserve.
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HOW TO STAY HEALTHY DURING THE 
HOLIDAY SEASON
By Jessica Anderson, LPC
   Staying healthy at any time can be challenging. There are so many things that we must 
do each day—school, work, extracurricular activities, chores, homework, etc. It can 
be hard to find a balance in getting done what we need to and taking care 
of ourselves. While the holidays are often a fun time of the year including fami
ly, friends, and celebrations they can bring additional stress with them and make balance 
even more difficult to find. Here are some tips for the next few months (and hopefully year- 
round) to help keep life in balance.
   Get Enough Sleep: 

   Sleep can often be one of the first things to go when we are busy and continuing to get 
enough sleep is so important to managing our stress and staying healthy. Consider devel-
oping a night time routine to help with sleep that includes no caffeine 8 hours before 
your bed time, turning off screens an hour before bedtime, developing a “get ready for 
bed” ritual, and avoiding night time eating including snacking. There are many other 
strategies as well that can easily be found through a Google search for developing good 
sleep hygiene.
   Eat Healthily: 

   There are so many yummy treats around the holidays and lots of gatherings which makes it easy 
for us to eat a lot of things that aren’t the best. Remember to incorporate lots of vegetables, whole grains, lean 
proteins, and fruits into your diet on the days that you are not celebrating. You are never too busy to eat—fuel is 
important for your brain and body to function. We think better, problem solve, and respond better in emotional 
situations when we are properly fueled. At holiday get togethers consider taking smaller portions of some of your 
favorites that might not be as good for you so that you can still indulge but not go overboard. Incorporate move-
ment on a regular basis—go for a short walk, do some lunges or push-ups or crunches during commercial breaks 
or study breaks, walk or jog in place for a few minutes if you don’t have time to go for a walk, etc. Movement 
helps us to get our blood flowing, increases concentration, and releases feel good hormones that help us manage 
stress.
   Stick to a Routine: 

   Routines can feel boring and it’s easy on a break to throw routines out the window, stay up late, and
sleep in the next day. However, our brains are creatures of habit and when we set our routines aside,
even for a few days, it is hard to get back into them. Keeping up with our routines also helps to manage
stress because our brain and our body know what to expect. What’s a routine? Anything you would
normally do. If you go to bed and get up at a certain time, keep that same cycle. If you do your
homework on certain days or at a certain time, then keep that going. If you make time for family,
friends, and hobbies, then keep making time for those things.Even during a time of year that often bring joy and 
excitement we can still experience stress. 
   Practice Mindfulness: 

   We can also help manage our stress by practicing mindfulness—being present in the moment fully instead of 
thinking about the next thing due or the next party or family get together. Taking deep breaths—if your belly 
isn’t moving, you’re not fully filling your lungs. Making a list of three things you are grateful for or three things 
that went well can help your mind to focus more on the positive than the negative. Consider using essential oils 
in a diffuser or a roller ball applicator mixed with a carrier oil (olive oil, grapeseed oil, avocado oil, almond oil) 
and applying it to your temples or wrists. Some essential oils that can be helpful for stress are sweet orange oil, 
lavender oil, peppermint oil, or rosemary oil. The key is to pick something that helps you feel relaxed and calm
even if that’s not what the label says it should do. Take time to rest—it’s easy to get caught up in the go
go go of the holiday season.
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THE INSIDE SCOOP ON 
URINETOWN
By Brynn Sailing

Q: What role do you play in Urinetown?

Brodde: I play Bobby Strong, the janitor of “Amenity 
#9” who grows extremely unsatisfied with the lim-
itations the town put on the citizens right to urinal 
freedom, and decides to do something about it.
Q: What is the general idea of the show?

Brodde: Picture this: it now costs money to go to the 
bathroom in your hometown! One young man, Bobby 
Strong, begins a revolution based around the idea that 
“Peeing should be Freeing!”, and the show is about 
the journey of a whole town and their ability to rally 
around a common goal. 
Q: What are you most excited for during the 

show?

Brodde: I’m most excited to build a sense of camarade-
rie and family amongst the actors, and explore our-
selves not only as cast and crew, but also as friends.
Q: What message do you hope to convey through 

Bobby Strong?

Brodde: “You’re alive, but are you living?”
Q: If you could play any other character in the 

show, who would it be?

Brodde: Definitely ‘Hot Blades Harry’. He has the cool-
est name ever .
Q: Would you recommend coming to see the 

show?

Brodde: I would definitely recommend seeing the show 
this year, there are going to be some exciting elements 
incorporated into the production and the cast and crew 
are so eager to make it a very fun show!

OUR TOWN REVIEW
By Julianna Baldo

In a classic tale of the everyday sorrows, triumphs of 
human life, the Memorial Theatre Company displayed 
its enormous talent in this year’s fall play, Our Town. 
The show followed the lives of George Gibbs (Chris-
tian Jensen) and Emily Webb (Kate Clark) as they lived 
out childhood, adolescence, and adulthood in Grover’s 
Corner, a fictional town in New Hampshire. Through-
out the show, Mr. Gibbs (Lucas Koch), Mrs. Gibbs 
(Charlotte Ravenscroft), Mr. Webb (Travis Watts) and 
Mrs. Webb (Izzy Malliet) guided their children’s lives 
and eventually deaths with kindness and patience, pull-
ing the audience in to experience George and Emily’s 
lives along with them. The main storyline was narrated 
by three storytellers (Artur Siklos, Ellie Overkamp and 
Sylvia Barbush) who described daily life in Grover’s 
Corner with humor and impressive detail. The entire 
show was illuminated by Memorial’s talented sound 
and lighting crews, and was a fantastic experience to 
watch. Congratulations to everyone involved for a 
great show!

COME TO THE JMM
ORCHESTRA CONCERT!
 By Ava Kenny

   Come to the Auditorium on December 4th at 7:00 
p.m. for the JMM Orchestra concert! 
   You will hear a variety of music, from “Symphony 
no. 7” by Dvorak,  to “The Heber Creeper” by Robert 
S. Frost.  
   Also, both Concert and Philharmonia will spread the 
Holiday spirit through a performance of “Sleigh Ride”.  
Admission is free- no tickets are needed. 
   We hope to see you there!
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NEWS
NATIONAL NEWS

    On November 14th, 2019, yet another school shooting occurred in Santa Clarita, Southern California, about 30 
miles north of Los Angeles. Despite only taking 16 seconds from start to finish, over five people were shot, includ-
ing the shooter himself. The shooter in custody, Nathaniel Berhow, is a 16-year-old male in grave condition. Two 
of his peers, including a 16-year-old girl, and a 14-year old-boy were killed after arriving at the hospital. As of 
November 29th, there is still no known motive for the shooting at Saugus High School and it is unclear what the 
connection is between the shooter and the victims other than the fact that they attended the same high school. 
    An Instagram account linked to the Sargus High School shooting suspect had the bio changed by a third party 
prior to the shooting; reading, “Saugus have fun at school tomorrow.” However, this change is still unclear wheth-
er or not it was done by a hacker, or a friend. Sharon 
Orelana Cordova, told NBC Los Angeles that she was 
doing homework when she saw people running, so 
she started running too. “When I got out, I saw this 
person lying down on the ground, and I saw blood all 
over. It was really scary. I was really, really scared.” 
Student Amber Miller, Saugus High student explained 
that she “was using our desks, we took a bunch of big 
tables, just barricad- ed the door, a lot of people 
grabbed scissors and prepared just in case we had 
to fight back.” As soon as local law enforcement could 
reach the scene, Saugus was placed on lockdown, as 
were the neighboring elementary schools and all 
of the schools in Saugus’ William S. Hart Union High School District. In response, the White House sent their 
“deepest condolences to the families and friends” lost in the shooting. President Trump himself tweeted about the 
event, writing that he continues to monitor the “terrible events at Saugus High School in Santa Clarita, California 
through our ongoing communications with Local, State, and Federal Authorities. We send out our condolences to 
the families and friends of those tragically lost, and we pray for the speedy recovery of the wounded.” 
   Vice President Mike Pence offered his support as well, calling it, “another heartbreaking day for students and 
parents in America.” Pence even pledged that the administration is dedicated to ending the “scourge of gun vio-
lence” referencing a conversation with President Trump; “I spoke to [him] not long ago and he asked me to con-
vey his deepest sympathies to the families of the victims and the community. [He] has directed the full resources of 
the federal government to support local law enforcement efforts as the investigation goes forward.”
     Despite the well-wishing words, politicians, students, and activists have called out the Trump Administration 
and republican lawmakers for refusing to address the issue of gun violence at its core. Democratic Senator Chris 
Murphy explained that “at this very moment I was on the Senate floor making a motion to force a vote for univer-
sal background checks, news of the Santa Clarita shooting broke. Republicans objected, my motioned failed, and 
now, as a consequence, the slaughter of our children will continue. Devastating.” Students who lead the March for 
Our Lives movement called out republican lawmakers and President Trump by declaring, “Children died today 
because of your inaction.” 

SANTA CLARITA SHOOTING KILLS 3
By Maggie Di Sanza
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IMPEACHMENT TIMELINE
By Elliot Weix

July 25th - Trump speaks on the phone with Zelenskiy, 
reminding him “the United States has been very, very good to 
Ukraine,” and then asks for a “favor”. Trump wants Ukraine to 
announce investigations that will damage Biden’s reputation 
and cast doubt on the possibility of Russian interference in the 
2016 election.
August 12th - Whistleblower complaint is secretly filed to the 
office of the inspector general of the intelligence community. 
The Trump administration will proceed to block access to the 
complaint by Congress for six weeks.
September 9th - Ambassador Gordon Sondland is texted “As 
I said on the phone, I think it’s crazy to withhold security assis-
tance for help with a political campaign,” by Bill Taylor.
September 11th - Military aid for Ukraine is released.
September 24th - Nancy Pelosi announces a formal impeach-
ment inquiry.
September 26th - The whistleblower complaint is released, 
citing more than six U.S. officials, presenting an accurate ver-
sion of the Trump-Zelenskiy call, along with an allegation that 
the White House attempted to cover up the call.
October 4th - Kurt Volker, Trump’s former envoy to 
Ukraine, testifies. Investigators release WhatsApp messages 
showing U.S. diplomats pursuing a “deliverable” for Trump 
in Ukraine in the form of Biden and 2016 election tampering 
“investigations”.
October 14th - Fiona Hill, senior director for Europe and 
Russia in the National Security Council (NSC), testifies. She 
describes a shadow foreign policy in Ukraine run by Giuliani, 
and describes the July 10th White House meeting, which she 
had attended. October 17th - Gordon Sondland testifies. He 
states that he took Trump’s word that there was no quid pro 
quo with Ukraine. Later, he returns to Capitol Hill to partially 
or fully reverse that testimony.
October 22nd - William Taylor testifies. In a 15-page state-
ment, he describes his concern to discover an “irregular, 
informal policy channel” by which the Trump administration 
was pursuing goals in Ukraine “running contrary to the goal of 
longstanding U.S. policy”.
October 31st -  The House of Representatives votes on a reso-
lution laying out a process to move impeachment from closed-
door depositions to open hearings. Tim Morrison, senior 
director of affairs at the NSC, testifies a day after announcing 
he would resign his post shortly.
November 4th - Sondland clarifies his testimony to acknol-
wedge that he communicated the quid pro quo to Ukraine on 
July 10th, but says he was acting on orders on what he pre-
sumed to be the case rather than an order from Trump.

KATIE HILL RESIGN
FROM CONGRESS
By Aarushi Vyas

   On October 27th, Democratic Representa-
tive Katie Hill announced her resignation from 
Congress. Hill, a representative from Califor-
nia, had admitted to having an inappropriate 
relationship with a member of her campaign 
staff before being elected into office which is in 
violation of House rules. Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said in a statement that Hill made a great contri-
bution, however, integrity must be maintained 
in Congress and all workplaces. Hill has also 
emphasized the fact that she will pursue legal 
action against whoever publicized her explicit 
photographs. She has accused Kenny Heslap, 
her husband of nine years, of leaking the photos, 
claiming he was wanting to embarrass her. 
    In her parting statement to Congress, Hill said  
“To every young person who saw themselves 
and their dreams reflected in me, I’m sorry … 
and to every little girl who looked up to me, 
I hope that one day you can forgive me. The 
mistakes I made and the people I’ve hurt that led 
to this moment will haunt me for the rest of my 
life, and I have to come to terms with that.”
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KEYSTONE 1 PIPELINE 
SHUT DOWN AFTER LEAK 
By Eliana Sauer

   On October 29, a leak was discovered in part of the 
Keystone 1 Pipeline close to Edinburg, North Dakota. An 
oil leak of 9,120 barrels (383,040 gallons) was
discovered affecting 2,500 square yards of land
according to TC Energy company. Although the state of 
North Dakota has said that there is no evidence of injured 
or impacted wildlife, the Indigenous Environmental Net-
work is not happy. 
   The Indigenous Environmental Network (IEN) is a 
nonprofit established in 1990. It’s mission is to, “protect 
the sacredness of Mother Earth from contamination and 
exploitation by strengthening, maintaining and respect-
ing indigenous teachings and native laws.” The group has 
been concerned about a spill from the Keystone Pipeline 
since it was proposed. As frontline community organiz-
er for IEN Joye Braun told CNN, “It has never been if a 
pipeline breaks but rather when,” and the IEN has criti-
cized the TC Energy
company saying they haven’t done enough to secure the 
pipe’s infrastructure. 
     The Keystone Pipeline stretches over 2,600 miles from 
Alberta, Canada to Texas. Keystone 1 is the first phase of 
the pipeline that goes from Alberta to North and South 
Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri and opened in 
2011. 
   Only 6 years after its opening, the pipeline spilled 
210,000 gallons of oil in South Dakota and spawned pro-
tests with thousands of people.
     This most recent spill is a mixture of clay, water and 
bitumen, a thick heavy oil that bonds cement
together. The oil is dissolved in a group of
chemicals called diluent that allow it to flow through the 
pipeline. With spills like these the diluent
evaporates quickly creating short term air pollution and 
leaves behind the bitumen which then sinks. “Once bitu-
men sinks to the bottom of a lake or wetland, it is much 
more problematic to clean up than conventional oil, 
which floats nicely and can be skimmed off the surface,” 
professor in aquatic ecotoxicology at Queen’s University 
Diana Orihel told VICE News. Dakota’s wetlands where 
the spill took place are an already
fragile and shrinking ecosystem for many special bird and 
plant species, but once this tar seeps into the wetland is 
will be impossible to restore entirely back to their origi-
nal state.

JANE FONDA & TED    
DANSON ARRESTED
By Mihika Shivakumar

   Jane Fonda being taken away in handcuffs during a 
climate strike protest has now become a weekly tra-
dition for her. But a couple weeks ago, she was joined 
by Ted Danson, famous from The Good Place and 
Cheers.
   Celebrities have started to take a stand in the climate 
change issues going on in the world, and Ted Danson 
and Jane Fonda are two of them. They were arrested 
and one of the weekly, youth-led protests, coined “Fire 
Drill Fridays”, because of the Greta Thunberg quote, 
“We have to behave like our house is on fire, because 
it is.” This week, they were supporting Congress’ 
Green New Deal. Danson and Fonda were among 32 
protesters arrested for “unlawfully demonstrating” at 
the intersection of First and East Capitol streets near 
the Capitol building, according to police. The 32 were 
charged for “crowding, obstructing or incommoding,” 
reported the Los Angeles Times.
   Ted Danson talked about how he was going to take 
it easy when he turned seventy, but then he met Jane 
Fonda, who is 80, and that she really changed that. 
“She’s astounding, she became my mentor,” he said, 
“and here I am about to get arrested ... it focuses your 
brain a little bit.” 
   These protests take place every Friday at 11am, and 
each highlights a different issue. Different celebrity 
faces have been popping up at these as well, such as 
“Law & Order”’s Sam Waterston. People who are able 
to get out of jail easily are making the point to get 
arrested, because that isn’t an issue for them. Influen-
tial people are taking a stand, finally, and people need 
to help them, not by getting arrested, because busting 
out isn’t a privilege most people have, but there are so 
many other ways people can help.
So as Danson so eloquently ended his speech on his 
thirty years of ocean activism, “So come on down. Get 
arrested. Get your head on straight.”
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

 39 PEOPLE FOUND DEAD 
IN BRITISH 
REFRIGERATOR
 By Julianna Baldo

   On November 7th, Essex police found 39 people dead 
in the back of a truck in Greys, Essex in the United 
Kingdom. UK police officials have since confirmed 
that the victims were Vietnamese citizens who were 
attempting to immigrate illegally to the UK, and were 
being smuggled over state borders in the truck that they 
were found in. Maurice Robinson, the driver of the 
truck, has since been charged with manslaughter, con-
spiracy to traffic people, conspiracy to assist unlawful 
immigration and money laundering. The victims were 
transported from Zeebrugge, a small Belgian port city, 
to Purfleet, Essex. The container was loaded onto the 
truck and driven for almost two hours to Greys, Essex 
where the bodies were discovered. The victims likely 
died from either freezing temperatures or suffocation. 
    The secretive nature of how the victims were trans-
ported have led police officials to speculate that this 
may have been a case of human trafficking, and eight 
people in Vietnam were arrested in early November for 
their involvement in the human trafficking rings that 
may have smuggled the victims initially out of Viet-
nam. According to the New York Times, global human 
trafficking rates have increased nearly 36 percent since 
2017, and methods trafficking methods have become 
riskier and more dangerous as immigration policies 
have tightened world-wide. Border officials in the UK 
and Belgium have increased the number of personnel 
monitoring their national boundaries and ports, but 
don’t expect to see a decrease in immigration.

MUSLIM CONCENTRA-
TION CAMPS IN CHINA 
CONTAIN CRUELTY
By Amira Pierotti

Warning: Descriptions of sexual torture, rape

    Fragments of life inside Muslim concentratioon camps 
have swirled around the media for years, but the leak of 
over 400 pages of internal information, the brutatility 
is finally shown in a larger picture. After an attack by 
Muslim extremists in 2014, China’s President Xi Jinping 
began to open the camps. A vast majority of the camps 
are in the province of Xinjiang, and rapidly expanded in 
2016.
    The U.S. government estimates between 1 and 3 mil-
lion Muslims have been detained, although documents 
put that number in the hundreds of thousands. The ma-
jority are Uighurs, a predominantly Muslim group that 
historically faced discrimination in China. 
    According to the New York Times, Xi called for an 
end to extreme Islam. He claims religion is like a disease 
and thus, Muslims must be cured. He stated this antidote 
is “a period of painful, interventionary treatment.” Xi 
also proclaimed China must “show absolutely no mercy.”
    Some women who have fled China recount the sexual 
torture they and many others were forced to endure. 
Gulzira Mogdyn was forced to have an abortion,
explaining doctors “cut my fetus out” without anesthe-
sia. Two years later, she is still suffering from medical 
complications. Mogdyn, however, was not in the camps 
where sexual abuse and humiliation are practically uni-
versal.
    One Uighur woman who spoke to The Washington 
Post recalls that “any woman or man under age 35 was 
raped and sexually abused.” Multiple former detainees 
corroborate that claim, saying women were taken from 
their cells in the middle of the night to be raped. Some 
never returned.
     Other women report being forced to shower and 
use the toilet in groups with the restrooms filled with 
cameras. Female guards would use gum to pull at pubic 
hair. Some women were also forced to put chile peppers 
mixed with water on their genitals before showering. 
One detainee recounted the liquid “burned like fire.” 
China’s Foreign Affairs Ministry refutes these stories.
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GRETA THUNBERG PROFILE
By Brynn Sailing

     As I’m sure most of you know by now, Greta Thunberg is a 16-year old Swedish activist for climate change 
and environmental justice. She began gaining recognition for her commitment and sacrifice through a photo of 
her with the poster saying ‘school strike for climate’ and nothing else. In August 2018, she began skipping school 
on Fridays to sit outside the Swedish Parliament and protest until the policies provided a plan in line with the 
Paris Agreement. Greta’s story went viral and many students and adults began to protest outside their local city 
halls and parliaments all over the world. Since then, Greta has become the face for the climate movement- being 
invited to speak at numerous rallies in London, Brussels, Stockholm, and the United Nations COP24 in Poland. 
Her message is that “people are suffering, and people are dying, entire ecosystems are collapsing we are in the 
middle of a mass extinction and all you can talk about is the money, and fairytales of eternal economic growth” 
(Greta Thunberg’s speech to the UN, 9/23/19). The activist took a zero-emissions yacht with her father and 
a crew on a two week journey across the Atlantic to reach New York City in late August, where she then met 
with Barack Obama and later spoke to the House Foreign Affairs Committee and the House Select Committee in 
Washington, D.C. The next day, she spoke at the UN Youth Climate Summit.

AUSTRALIAN FIRES
By Sagarika Pal

     Massive bushfires are burning across Australia, and climate change is quite 
certainly the major culprit. Australia has just faced one of its worst 
droughts in decades, and this has allowed the fires to flourish. More 
than 1,300 firefighters have fought the flames the past month in 
Queensland and New South Wales, and continue to fight about 120 
blazes across western Australia. The worst-hit state is New South 
Wales, where fires have raged in both rural areas and populous coastal 
cities and the blazes have destroyed over 1 million hectares of land. Little 
rainfall, high winds, and temperatures predicted to be 104 degrees will only prolong 
the fires. The firemen crews plan to fight fires until January when rainfalls are finally expected 
to be continuous. Authorities in both the states have blamed a 16-year old, who was charged with 
arson on November 14, for deliberately starting some fires. So far, six lives have been lost and over 
300 homes have been destroyed. The population of koalas has also been severely hurt by the fires. An 
estimated 350 of the endangered species have died, and this number is expected to rise in the coming weeks. Last 
year was Australia’s hottest summer.Climate change has led to an increase in extreme heat events and the severity 
of other natural disasters, according to the Australian Bureau of Meteorology. Many scientists believe that Australia 
could have days reaching 122 °F. As the country has gotten hotter and drier, Sydney’s water supply has dwindled. Its 
dams are predicted to run out of the water by the year 2022. According to the New South Wales water authority, 
more than 85 percent of greater Sydney's water supply relies on rainfall. As the drought continues, Sydney’s resi-
dents may have to confront a water crisis. The government’s action in response to the climate emergency has been 
limited. Australia agreed to cut its CO2 emission in 2015 under the Paris agreement, but, according to the United 
Nations, Australia has failed to meet its goal. Tom Beer and Graeme Pearman, two meteorologists, had predicted 
the effect climate change would have on bushfires in the 1980s and have noted little change in policy after their 
findings. Pearman attributes this to “lobbying” which “has been extremely powerful in a country driven by the 
resource sector that includes uranium, coal, and gas.” Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack called climate 
change concerns "the ravings of some pure enlightened and woke capital city greenies,” and Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison has refused to acknowledge climate change. People have gone to the streets to express their displeasure 
with the lack of governmental action, including participating in a student-led worldwide climate-strike walkout. 
This extremely destructive fire is clearly due to climate change, even if officials refuse to acknowledge it. As the 
effect of climate change on our world increases, our global leaders need to be willing to take action, or the people 
and wildlife will feel the consequences.

DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com16



PROTESTS ROCK GOVERNMENTS WORLD-WIDE
By Amira Pierotti and Mihika Shivakumar

Chile:
    Protests began with student backlash against a rise in transportation fares. In early October, it was announced 
that the fare would rise 30 pesos at rush hour, which is about $0.04. The Minister of Economy at the time, Juan 
Andres Fontaine, responded by telling people to ride the metro at a different time. Students conducted a mass 
fare evasion after this, trying to prove that the fare was too much. Police started using violence, and in response, 
chaos ensued. On October 19, the President declared a state of emergency, which enforced curfews and sent mil-
itary onto the streets. The protests in Chile have evolved into something much greater: now, people are talking 
about all the injustices in the Chilean government. The lack of a good public health system and low salaries, all 
create a really bad environment for the common person in Chile, but the politicians are making more than ever. 
The wealth gap is large, and according to Jose Miguel Ahumada, a political economist and associate professor at 
the University of Chile, the country is "one of the most unequal countries in Latin America". Protestors want a 
higher minimum wage, and they wanted their president, Pinera, to leave office. Some people also want a new 
constitution. But, Pinera has been reacting to the protests. He removed the state of emergency after seeing a mass 
protest on October 25, and switched out eight of his council members. He also proposed some new social re-
forms, which some people have accepted, and others said would just be more money for the taxpayers. 
Hong Kong:

    Protests have rocked the city of Hong Kong for months, dramatically descending into more chaos. Protesters 
originally opposed a bill, which would have allowed for China to extradite criminal suspects. The policy was 
finally dropped in September, but the protests have continued. Now, protesters have increased their list of de-
mands: investigation of police behavior, increased democracy, amnesty (pardons) for arrested protestors, and for 
the protests to not be characterized as “riots.” The protests have turned from peaceful to deadly demonstrations. 
Both protesters and police have used increasingly greater force. Multiple people have died and countless injured. 
In a few clashes with protesters, police have threatened to use live rounds. The violence has spread outside of 
Hong Kong as well: a Chinese official was attacked in London over her policies. The crisis has also caused Hong 
Kong to have its first recession in a decade. Almost all businesses have also sustained significant losses.
Iraq:

    Anti-government protests sparked in October, leading over three-hundred fatalities. Iraqi protesters are 
angered at high unemployment rates, government corruption, and lack of clean water and electricity. Demon-
strators blame political leaders for the crisis. The Prime Minister resigned on October 31, and other leaders have 
since attempted to regain control. Deadly force has been used against demonstrators; the government claims such 
force is only used when provoked, but protesters refute that statement. 
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LOCAL NEWS
MADISON SHOOTING 
LEAVES 63-YEAR-OLD 
MAN DEAD
By Elliot Wiex

     A 63-year-old man died on the night of Sunday, Oc-
tober 27th, after being shot by Madison police officers 
that same night. According to Acting Police Chief Victor 
Wahl, the officers responded to reports of a man firing 
a gun in the front yard on the 6500 block of Raymond 
Road at around 9:15 p.m.
     The suspect was armed, allegedly with a handgun, 
and did fire at the officers prior to being shot. After be-
ing shot, EMTs were called to the scene and attempted 
to save the man. He died in the hospital.
Monica Howard, his neighbor, states that she believes 
the man who had been shot did have ongoing mental 
health issues, which might explain his behavior.
     Investigation of the incident has been turned over to 
the Dane County Sheriff’s Investigate Unit. The Wis-
consin Department of Justice released the following 
statement concerning the matter:
     “DCI is continuing to collect evidence and determine 
the facts of this incident and will turn over investiga-
tive reports to a local district attorney’s office when the 
investigation concludes.”
     The officers involved in the shooting have been put 
on administrative paid leave, as per the standard proce-
dure.

AL-BAGHDADI’S DEATH 
AND ITS IMPACT
By Jessica Jiang

   On October 27, President Trump declared Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi dead. After a nighttime raid on the 26th, 
US forces emerged successful from Idlib Province, Syria 
with news of the death of the leader of ISIS. Al-Bagh-
dadi was secretly situated in a compound in Barisha, 
Idlip Province, disclosing his identity to only his closest 
advisors and allies. No other residents seemed to realize 
his presence or identity. The US began tracking him 5 
months ago when a courier of al-Baghdadi and his wife 
were captured in western Iraq. CIA agents scouted the 
areas, routes, and possible locations that the ISIS leader 
passed through. With help from Kurdish and Iraqi mil-
itary, the villages and cities that al-Baghdadi traveled to 
were tracked and kept under careful surveillance.
     US special forces began the nighttime raid on Octo-
ber 26, 5:00 pm. Eight helicopters flew towards the ISIS 
compound where al-Baghdadi was hidden, meeting 
enemy gunfire along the 70-minute trip. The American 
forces withstood the shots and landed at the compound 
at 6:10 pm. Soldiers ran towards the compound and 
ordered for the surrender of al-Baghdadi and other 
personnel; however, their commands went disobeyed, 
and the forces shot through the walls of the compound. 
Al-Baghdadi ran down a tunnel with US soldiers in hot 
pursuit, grabbing two children with him along the way.    
The two children were also killed, along with four oth-
er women and two men with suicide vests elsewhere in 
the compound. 
   11 children were found and safely directed from the 
compound. Immediately following the raid’s comple-
tion, the US bombed the compound to destroy any 
physical remnants of al-Baghdadi’s honor within ISIS. 
     DNA testing soon confirmed the death of al-Bagh-
dadi. Al-Baghdadi’s remains were buried at sea within 
a day after his death. While ISIS may temporarily be 
leaderless, experts say that there is no guarantee of a 
plateau in their activity and strength. General Kenneth 
McKenzie, Head of the US Central Command, stated 
that ISIS will likely regroup and select a new leader 
soon, and they may attempt a counterattack that US 
forces are prepared for. I
   SIS’s presence certainly did not disappear after the 
death of Osama bin Laden in 2011; there is no evidence 
of its waning after the recent raid either.

DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com18



ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
By Emmie Digon and Amy Yao

Name: Caleigh Christy
Grade: 11
What famous person would you want to make a 

masterpiece with?

There are a lot of directors that I look up to, but it would 
be cool to work with Wes Anderson. I like his films and 
think that his style is very interesting. I could learn a lot 
from working with him.
What is your motivation?

I want to make people happy and have them enjoy what 
they are watching. I think that it gives people a chance to 
escape from reality in some sort of way.
Are your films a reflection of yourself?

I put a lot of my personality into my videos, but I also try 
to mix other people into it to make sure that it could kind 
of relate to everybody.
Who supports you the most?

Mr. Frontier because I have had him for all of my video 
and photo classes. Everyone that I have worked with and 
my friends have been very supportive of me. Like when I 
ask them to be in my projects or to help on something.
What do you like to film?

Normally, I like to film stuff that is a little more visual 
and storytelling without dialogue because it’s hard to be 
sure if the actors will portray what I want to see. I want 
to leave more up to your imagination by not having the 
dialogue in there to explain the whole story.I would say 
to just always try to find time to practice more and always 
make what you want to make first. Take every opportu-
nity you can get. It doesn’t matter if you are the best. 
Do you have any words of advice to artists?

Camera movement, colors, making sure that everything 
is like in balanced and really visually appealing. You have 
to pick a storyline that you want to tell, but also that oth-
er people are going to feel that they can relate to it.

ERASE
By Mia Braico

As easily as you can erase
The whiteboard

You can erase me
Just move your finger
To the delete button

Click it
Backspace me

Just push me to the side
Like eraser crumbs

Those eraser crumbs are me
Those eraser crumbs were from 

You erasing me
Poof
Gone

Like a magic wand waved over me
And you didn’t even notice
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
AWARDS
By Elliot Weix

   The People’s Choice Awards show recognizes and 
awards today’s best artists and entertainment person-
alities based on votes from the public. Established in 
1975, it has been held annually. Winners were deter-
mined using Gallup Polls until the switch to online 
polls in 2005.
   The winner of the Movie of 2019 Award was 
Avengers: Endgame, with its spectacular conclusion 
to Phase 3 of the Marvel Cinematic Universe. The 
Male Movie Star of 2019 was Robert Downey Jr., for 
his role in the same movie. The Female Movie Star of 
2019 was Zendaya, who played MJ in Spider-Man: Far 
From Home.
   The Show of 2019 Award went to Stranger Things, 
which just finished its third season, and announced 
its fourth. The Daytime Talk Show of 2019 was The 
Ellen Degeneres Show, featuring (of course) Ellen De-
generes. The Nighttime Talk Show of 2019 was The 
Tonight Starring Jimmy Fallon. Both of these talk 
shows are available for free on YouTube, for those 
interested.
   The Song of 2019 Award went to “Señorita”, by 
Shawn Mendes and Camila Cabello. Shawn Mendes 
also was the recipient of the Male Artist of 2019 
Award. The Female Artist of 2019 Award went to 
Billie Eilish.And the Social Star of 2019 was David 
Dobrik. The Game Changer of 2019 Award went to 
Simone Biles, and the Social Celebrity of 2019 was 
Ellen Degeneres. For more information, visit pca.
eonline.com and view all of the categories, nominees, 
and winners.

FROZEN II REVIEW
By Maggie Di Sanza

After the animated musical sensation Frozen in 2013, 
our favorite Disney characters Olaf, Elsa, and Anna have 
returned to the big screen with more action, conflict, and 
singing! Frozen 2 launched in theaters in late November 
and has been a huge success ever since. The classic film is 
all about Elsa, the beautiful princess with supernatural icy 
powers, a story based mostly on Han Christian Ander-
son’s The Snow Queen. Finally, the fiercely anticipated 
sequel is here. 
The sequel takes us a few years forward from the end of 
the first film into the happy ever after, but begins with 
a flashback to Elsa and Anna’s childhood, in which their 
parents King Adnarr and Queen Iduna tell the little girls 
at bedtime about the enchanted forest lies to the north, 
ruled by spirits. It is a place with unhappy associations, 
and was cursed so that no one could enter, or exit. In the 
present day, Elsa hears a strange voice calling her from 
the forest, and she realises that she must journey there 
to confront and dispel a family secret, naturally with the 
well-known and well-loved cast of characters by her side: 
Anna, Kristoff, Sven the reindeer, and snowman Olaf. 
Despite being action-packed, the new film seems to be 
lacking in terms of plot. While there was a great deal 
of jeopardy, it was synthetically created, and artificially 
resolved. The obstacles set in place and surmounted, 
characters separated and reunited; in other words, bad 
stuff happening, and un-happening. At times, it felt 
like a bonus feature that could have been attached to 
the original movie. That being said, it looks and sounds 
great! Another stirring central song for Elsa called Into 
the Unknown, will certainly catch as many ears as the 
previous hits from the original Frozen. My most favorite 
part of the film was the beloved snowman, Olaf. He is a 
scene-stealer, with great songs, lines, and humor. 
If not for the interesting plot and songs, Frozen 2 is 
certainly worth watching solely for the nostalgia effect; 
taking us all back to 2013 where no one would stop sing-
ing “LET IT GO!”
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HOLIDAY PLAYLIST
By Elliot Weix

1.  Mi Yimalel-
Deborah Katcho-Gray
2. - Last Christmas

Wham!
3. Hanukkah O Hanukkah- 
Jewish Wedding Band
4. Carol of the Bells-

John Williams
5. Jock-A-Mo 

Bayou Blue
6. Kujichagulia- 
Kwanzaa for Young People + Others
7. Maoz Tzur- 

Nossa Bossa Nova
8. All I Want for Christmas is You- 
Mariah Carey
9. Frosty the Snowman- 

Dylan Scott
10. Carnival Time- 
Miles Davis
11. Kwanzaa Time!-

 Nuclear Warhead Poets

HOLIDAY GIFT IDEAS
By Davis Hardy

As the holidays approach many people like yourself 
might be wondering “What present should I get them”? 
Gift cards are boring and lack any creativity. If you don’t 
want to think that hard about what gift you should buy 
you’ve come to the right place. I have compiled a list of 
gifts perfect for your fellow students at Memorial. 
 #1- Stickers

The chromebooks have been very helpful this year; 
however, they’re all the same. To add a little bit of per-
sonality to them you can gift your friends some stickers. 
Along with adding a little pizzazz to your chromebook 
you’ll also know which one is yours if there are 5 sitting 
on a table. 
#2- Phone Charger

Do you have a friend that is always asking for a phone 
charger? If you do, I think I charger would be a great gift 
for them. You could also add a chromebook charger to 
the gift if they constantly ask for that too.
#3- A Care Package

This gift could be filled with things that would either be 
helpful or funny to the other person. Some ideas I had 
were a box full of gum, pencil lead, a nice pack of pens, 
post-its for marking books, and a couple of their favor-
ite treats that you could bake or buy.

DRIFTING SNOW
By Julianna Baldo

White is the winter
Whiter than cut-paper snowflakes in kindergarten 
classrooms,
Whiter than frizzed, puffy pom-poms on the ends 
of santa hats
Whiter than creamy vanilla frosting on holiday 
cookies
Whiter than freshly crinkled ribbon enveloping 
gifts
Whiter than the harsh piercing sun glaring through 
an icicle
White is the winter
White as the serenity of drifting snow
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JESUS IS KING: THE 
HOLYGRAIL OR SINFUL?
By Brynn Sailing

 Kanye West’s latest accomplishments have been 
remarkable- a sort of global church, following the re-
lease of his album Jesus Is King and the IMAX film that 
turned heads. Jesus Is King is not his first gospel album; 
he did something similar with the more joyful, if some-
what rushed, The Life of Pablo. The album does feature 
all clean lyrics, as West is focusing back on religion and 
restoring his faith. Notable hallmarks of 20th century 
gospel are evident throughout the tracklist as well- a 
formidable choir, a rippling piano, and rhythms that 
transcend history and geography.
West released the song “Follow God”, bringing back the 
Methodist motif (“Father I Stretch My Hands To Thee”) 
from Isaac Watts in the 1700’s. He also sells the album 
as a repudiation from sin- a blank slate, a recommit-
ment to his faith in Christianity. Despite his consistent-
ly dogmatic approach to his faith, Jesus Is King lacks the 
vulnerability and acknowledgement of his own moral 
failings that makes West such an individualistic artist.
West admits to getting lost in drugs and violence for a 
while, and losing the path of God- but he also appre-
ciates the experiences he gained that helped him see a 
new perspective. He comes off excited, to keep preach-
ing the gospel and preaching Christianity to those who 
will listen. Interestingly enough, Jesus Is King denotes 
specifically the ways in which religion has served Kanye 
himself, compared to the more traditional gospel invok-
ing struggles and salvation.
I largely enjoyed listening to this album, but my con-
fidence in Kanye’s inspiration and message is starting 
to quiver. West’s albums will always amaze those with 
a sound ear and mind, but the meaning behind them 
is starting to get lost in translation. Empty words and 
hypocriticism can’t be entirely smothered over by 
crunchy basslines and rousing gospel, and at some point 
the appreciation for West’s music will fall short. 

WHICH WINTER HOLIDAY 
CHARACTER ARE YOU?
By Jessica Jiang

What is your favorite winter drink?

a. Black coffee
b. Hot chocolate
c. Milk
d. Ice water
e. Tea
What are your thoughts on snow?

a. I don’t care.
b. It’s fun to play in!
c. It makes me feel all cozy inside!
d. It’s my home turf!
e. It makes it easier to hide and spy on people in the 
park. *mwahaha*
What do you want for a gift?

a. Everyone’s suffering.
b. I want everyone to be friends!
c. I don’t want to get a gift; I want to give a gift!
d. I want to play with my friends all day until Spring!
e. All the gossip.
What would you give your best friend?

a. Coal.
b. I would give a really special gift to each of my closest 
friends!
c. I would give everyone whatever they wanted!
d. I want to bring happiness to everyone I meet!
e. Juicy news on the most recent friendship drama.
How do you like spending your holiday?

a. Staying inside or knocking down kids’ snowmen.
b. I like to make new friends!
c. Giving gifts to everyone I see!
d. Ice skating, snowball fights, anything to do with the 
cold!
e. Spying on the neighbors and gossiping to my besties 
*sips 
Check jmmswordandshield.com to find which holiday 

character you are!
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PONY: DID IT MAKE YOUR HEART GALLOP?
By Brynn Sailing

   Alex O’Connor’s third album has been ricocheting around the music world for the month following its release. 
There have been plenty of critics being annoyed by the lilting soft indie pop, but I think this album is a natural 
segue for O’Connor’s unique trail through the industry.
bcos u will never b free was the first album produced and released by Rex Orange County in 2015, while he was 
attending the very prestigious BRIT school for percussion. It was self-recorded, modest, angsty and perfectly en-
snared the attention of everyone, including Tyler, the Creator. He flew Alex out to L.A. after hearing his second 
album (Apricot Princess) to work on his 2017 album Flower Boy together. This was a defining moment for Alex, 
who was on the road for months afterwards, following his fast-growing collection of fans. His distinctive voice 
and those gooey ballads have kept everyone’s attention for years four years and counting, and the anticipation 
leading up to the full release of Pony was monumental. 
   The album starts with “10/10”, which has been loved as a Rex song for a good while before the album release. 
He drawls about the dissatisfaction that comes with feeling smothered or restricted in your life, but it ends on 
a positive note as he prides himself on being able to choose something better for himself.The soothing Ninten-
do-type synth flows naturally with the song, and the bouncy drum line is enough to truly catch everyone’s atten-
tion in the beginning of the album. “Always” comes off as a rather immature song because of the rather aggressive 
beginning, but its slower tempo and mopey lyrics catch at the heart. O’Connor whines about choosing to delude 
himself in an unhealthy relationship, and his struggles in finding happiness when he feels stuck in a rut, leading 
the song to come off like a lyrical opponent of the 6 ½ minute conclusion to Pony, “It’s Not the Same Anymore”. 
Always” and “Laser Lights” blend together with threads of bluesy jazz, but largely differ in the method of delivery. 
Alex reverts to his well-known, sleepy sort of rap-talking in the latter.
   “Never Had the Balls” speaks to opening up in a relationship and trying to communicate healthily, using a jaun-
ty 80’s bassline and a unique synth to build up, gradually, and culminate in a satisfying riff accompanied by the 
vocals of none other than O’Connor’s girlfriend Thea Morgan-Murrell. Despite the boldness with the production 
of the rest of Pony, O’Connor’s emotion really shows through the stripped-back “Every Way”. His use of a Randy 
Newman-like piano line along with tear-jerking, exposed vocals that make you want to stop and take a moment 
to appreciate something beautiful. “It Gets Better” is arguably the most unique and creative song on the album. 
The beginning of crunchy electronic bass guitar, soon joined by a distinctive piano beat and smooth vocals that 
make you feel like you need to tiptoe. The beat comes to a peak in the chorus and you may realize that you’re 
tapping your foot, and not of your own volition. Then a symphony of beautiful strings accompanies O’Connor’s 
soaring voice in the end of the piece for a wonderfully energizing hopeful song.

MUST WATCH WINTER-THEMED MOVIES
By Mia Braico

Movies are a universal form of entertainment. What better way to spend your break 
then cuddled up in a blanket watching winter themed movies? Here are the top six mov-
ies to watch over winter break.
Home Alone - The whole movie is centered around Kevin McCallistar, a bratty kid who 
acted out the day before the whole family’s big trip to Paris. His mother makes him sleep 
up in the attic. Sadly, the whole family forgets about him and leaves for Paris, leaving 8 
year old Kevin home alone. The plot thickens when he finds out two guys want to rob 
his home. What precautions will he take to save his home? 
Frosty the Snowman - This movie is a classic that most of us remember from our childhood. It’s about a snow-
man who is alive because of a magic hat. The neighborhood kids have a lot of fun with him, but what will happen 
when it starts to grow warmer outside? Will Frosty melt?
Polar Express - In the middle of the night, a young boy takes a train ride with other children to the North Pole. 
The children are all skeptic of the “Magic of Christmas”, but what they find at the North Pole leads them to believe 
otherwise.



DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com24

Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker

Holiday Word Search

CANDLE RELATIVES FOOD 

CELEBRATION DECORATIONS LIGHTS 

PIE FAMILY JOLLY 

HOT CHOCOLATE BREAK 

SNOW ICICLES SLEDDING 

CANDY CANES REINDEER    

Name:                                          

S S G Q R U W E U L I A P C J R I N U M

X Q E D Z I Q L W F W M W E E M E A F D

M Y W N T L F A M I L Y N L Y I Y L E I

P A M F A E J H I L X Y A E B K Q C N T

D C H A R C P O L C S T H B S O O A I J

Y C W O N S L E D D I N G R U R W O P Y

K A E R B X P U Z V Z U V A A E J J E J

F S A F O O D B E K L P J T P C Q D B V

S T I X O F J S N Z J B I I X M E V C F

T V Z C S H P Y D K D O E O S F T I A Y

H V S F K K K C I F N L L N E E S K N H

G C D I C I C L E S X J B L P Q E X D E

I F S Y A H O T T P K U G R Y I S A Y Q

L P H U Q N K U Q X W U E N D M F T H M

H W C X P P S R E I N D E E R F R R C I

X D Y E N K J L N X C Z M C Q V C A Y W

Y V I G L R Z F T B Y U X X D V N A Y R

V O C H O C O L A T E R C J N D F B G K

M C G S L I B X Y B P X J A L A Q K E P

N R E V X U N V W X O U B E Z A Q K R X

HOLIDAY WORDSEARCH 
By Maggie Di Sanza



DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com 25

HOROSCOPES
By Jace Liu

Libra (Sep 

23-Oct 22): 
Impulsive-
ness may 
bring a 

slight tumble. Be aware 
of it. Think about all of 
your important decisions 
more than usual in the 
upcoming months, so 
that you are able to get 
through first semester like 
a boss! Best of luck to you 
- I know you can do it! 

Scorpio (Oct 

23-Nov 21): 

Winter 
means want-
ing more 

sleep, so go do that. Take 
advantage of the days 
without school to go sleep. 
You deserve it! You have 
been working so hard the 
past couple of weeks, so 
don’t forget to allow your-
self to take a break! 

Sagittarius 

(Nov 22-

Dec 21): It’s 
your time 
to shine; 

leave old trivial issues be-
hind and focus on what’s 
happening now. After 
all, those issues shouldn’t 
define who you are. Out 
with the old, and in with 
the new! Have an awe-
some Birthday! 

Capricorn 

(Dec 22-Jan 

19): 

Immerse 
yourself in 

social interaction; lone-
liness might hit and if it 
does it’ll hit hard. Go out 
with friends, to sporting 
events, or just anything 
that gives you social inter-
action. Try to take advan-
tage of the opportunities 
you are given! 

Aquarius 

(Jan 20-Feb 

18): Success 
and good 
fortune 

will come if you learn to 
juggle. It’ll pay off in the 
long-run.Just keep taking 
things one day at a time, 
everything will work out 
in the end! Have an awe-
some month! 

Pisces (Feb 

19-March 

20): 
Keep track 
of the little 

things; otherwise, they 
might come back and 
bite you. Don’t lose track 
of them. Otherwise, you 
might get sidetracked, 
which will stop your prog-
ress altogether!  

Aries 

(March 

21-April 

19): 
Reconnect 
with some-

one similar to you, it will 
make you stronger. Great 
minds think alike. Meet 
them in a club, class, our 
group outside of school! 
Let the extrovert in you 
shine! 

Taurus 

(April 20-

May 20): 

Try doing 
things alone, 

independence is what you 
need right now. Some 
time to yourself will ben-
efit you. It may not seem 
like it, but your friends 
will not neglect you! Be 
introverted for a while! 

Gemini 

(May 21-

June 20): 

A positive 
attitude and 

determination go a long 
way for both you and the 
people around you. The 
people around you will 
appreciate that. Try and 
look at the glass half full, 
as opposed to half empty! 
Being positive goes a long 
way! 

Cancer 

(June 21-

July 22): 

Hard work 
is import-

ant but know your limits. 
If you do not take care 
of yourself now, you are 
going to have to take care 
of yourself later; let’s start 
early! I believe in you! 

Leo (July 23-

Aug 22): 

Perhaps a 
reevalua-
tion of your 

relationships is due. Make 
sure you’re putting your-
self in the best situation. 
Get rid of toxic friendships 
and replace them with 
people who you actually 
care about! Best of luck! 

Virgo (Aug 

23-Sep 22):   
You may 
have a ten-
dency to be 

a little more assertive so 
be mindful of your words. 
Think before you speak, 
it will make the people 
around you a lot more 
comfortable! 



SPORTS
WISCONSIN FOOTBALL 
NOVEMBER UPDATE
By Tanay Desai

   After a surprise loss to the unranked Fighting Illini 
of Illinois, the Wiscon-
sin Badgers looked to 
rebound against one of 
the best teams in the 
country, the Ohio State 
Buckeyes. The Badgers’ 
star running back Jon-
athan Taylor struggled 
for the second game in a 
row, with only 52 rush-
ing yards on 20 carries. 
Quarterback Jack Coan 
didn’t provide much 
help either, throwing 
for only 107 yards against the always tough Buck-
eye secondary. The Buckeyes’ always potent offense 
was led by Running Back, J.K. Dobbins, who rushed 
for 163 yards on 20 carries en route to a 38-7 Ohio 
State victory on a rainy day in Columbus. After two 
straight losses, the Badgers had a bye week to gather 
themselves and prepare for the last leg of the season, 
featuring three trophy matchups. The first of the three 
trophy games the Badgers would play in was against 

the Iowa Hawkeyes. Ranked 19th, the Hawkeyes also 
came into the game with two losses, to Penn State and 
Michigan. This would be the first time that Badgers 
would get to play a game under the bright lights of 
Camp Randall. Wisconsin took a commanding 21-6 
lead to start the fourth quarter, but the Hawkeyes 

came back to make it a two-
point game, 24-22, with two 
and a half minutes. With 
the ball back on the hands of 
the Wisconsin offense, they 
would not look back and run 
out the clock to seal the 24-22 
win to keep Heartland Tro-
phy. Jonathan Taylor fin-
ished with 250 yards rushing. 
Next, the Badgers took on 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers 
at the Memorial Stadium in 

Lincoln, Nebraska.    Despite a 
few long drives by Nebraska, the Badgers and Jonathan 
Taylor, who rushed for 200 yards again, controlled the 
game and kept the Freedom Trophy in Madison, in 
what has been a one-sided rivalry ever since Nebraska 
joined the Big 10. Wisconsin will try to make another 
trip to Indianapolis for the Big 10 championship with 
their final two games of the season at home against 
Purdue, and traveling to Minnesota.

NFL NOVEMBER RECAP
By Tanay Desai

   Week nine kicked off featuring one of those teams, the San Francisco 49ers playing their division rivals, the 
Arizona Cardinals. The entire country would get to see the San Francisco 49ers on national television for the first 
time, and they did not disappoint. Quarterback Jimmy Garoppolo had the best game of his career in a 28-25 victory 
over the Cardinals. In his second start of the season, Matt Moore of the Kansas City Chiefs led his team to victo-
ry over the Kirk Cousins and the Minnesota Vikings. The game featured a 91-yard run by Chiefs Running back 
Damien Williams. After giving up a first-round pick for Safety Minkah Fitzpatrick, the Pittsburgh Steelers’ gamble 
paid off with Fitzpatrick’s 96-yard pick-six that sealed their win over the Colts. The Green Bay Packers’ four-game 
win streak came to an end at the hands of the Los Angeles Chargers, who were able to stymie the potent Packer of-
fense. In the most significant game of the week, the Baltimore Ravens defeated the once-undefeated New England 
Patriots 37-20 in a game that featured the two best teams in the AFC. Week 10 of the NFL presented a very in-
triguing slate of games. The week kicked off in Oakland, with a thriller between the red hot Los Angeles Chargers 
and Oakland Raiders. Jon Gruden and the Raiders squeaked out a 26-24 victory. In Nashville, the Tennessee Titans
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shocked Kansas City Chiefs as the Titans were able to block the poten-
tial game-tying field goal. Perhaps the upset of the week took place in 
New Orleans. The one-win Atlanta Falcons completely dominated 
the game against the Saints as they won 26-9. Baltimore Ravens’ 
quarterback Lamar Jackson continued his MVP run with a high-
light-reel run in a 49-13 win over the winless Cincinnati Bengals. 
In typical Lambeau Field Fashion, the snow fell as the Packers beat 
the Carolina Panthers. Green Bay stopped Carolina a single yard 
short of the goal-line to win 24-16, giving Green Bay a one-game lead in 
the NFC North going into their bye week. 

JMM FOOTBALL’S HISTORIC 
SEASON
By Liam Gill

   With four seconds left on the clock, time seemed to 
stop at Mansfield Stadium. The student section was silent 
as quarterback Jason Ceniti gets into position telling his 
teammates play. The air was silent until Kabaris Vasser 
falls into the endzone and the Spartan sideline erupts in 
wails and cries of victory, defeating conference contender 
Verona, with teammates embracing one another in joy. 
This moment cemented Memorial’s conference champi-
onship as the team’s last three games, Beloit Memorial, 
Janesville Craig and Janesville Parker, seemed to be easy 
victories for the Spartans. 
   In the playoffs, the Spartans defeated West easily 42-6, 
then defeated Middleton 30-0, and Sun Prairie 28-17. 
The team worked hard every day at practice in order to 
prepare for the ultimate goal of the state game on No-
vember 22nd. With Muskego around the corner, the 
Spartans prepared throughout the snow, rain and sleet 
left on the practice fields. They even rented out Breiten-
bach Stadium, home of the rival Middleton Cardinals, 
to practice while it snowed. The number one thing that 
helped the team throughout the season is the great turn-
out of fans cheering on the team and helping them reach 
their goals. The team would also like to thank the staff at 
Memorial for their support.  HAVE YOU SEEN 

THE TOILET & 
PLUNGER? 

Visit a bathroom to see the 

subsidary of the Sword & 

Shield!

DECEMBER 2019

www.jmmswordandshield.com 27



TIGER WOODS’ 
COMEBACK TO THE TOP
By Jessica Jiang

Tiger Woods, world renowned professional golfer, has 
made his mark in golfing history once again. On October 
27, he tied with fellow American and legendary golfer 
Sam Snead with the highest number of PGA Tour wins 
in golfing history. By taking home first place in the Zozo 
Championship in Inzai, Japan, Woods secured a record 
82nd title under his belt. At 43 years old, Woods has 
the potential to achieve further wins, as Snead was 52 
when he won his last title in 1965. Woods’ climb back 
to the top has definitely not been an easy one. One of 
the youngest stars of the sport, he repeatedly left the 
world in awe at his golfing skills and talent. However, 
in November of 2009, he drove his SUV into a tree and 
was discovered to have had many affairs outside his 
marriage with Elin Nordegren, with whom he had two 
children. His fame and popularity took a nosedive, and 
he struggled ever since to gain back his image. For the 
next 8 years, Woods had scattered participation and wins 
in golfing as he withdrew largely from the sport. He 
divorced and started dating Olympic skier Lindsey Vonn 
for two years before splitting in May of 2015. Con-
stant back pain and injuries laced this time period, as he 
went into the hospital four times for surgery and had to 
withdraw from multiple tournaments for pain and back 
spasms. His career saw further conflict as his drug use 
took a toll on his body. In October of 2017, Woods was 
found driving under the influence of prescription drugs. 
   Throughout the latter part of his career, golf players, 
critics, and the general populous waved off Woods as 
being finished with golfing stardom. The seemingly 
overwhelming injuries he was prone to, as well as his 
mistakes and poor decisions, left many to believe that 
a comeback was near impossible for him. However, in 
September of 2018, he took the world by storm with an 
unexpected PGA Tour win in Atlanta. It was one of his 
biggest accomplishments after years of personal issues 
and fluctuating golfing successes. In April of 2019, he 
won his 15th Major Title at the Augusta National Golf 
Course. He beat World No. 2 Hideki Matsuyama by 
three shots, earning him his 82nd win and respect as a 
world famous golfing master. Woods now looks towards 
the future with an optimistic eye and hopes that he can 
keep playing at the highest level possible. We can cer-
tainly hope to expect to see more of Woods’s successes as 
we move further into the 2020 PGA Tour Season.

JMM WINTER SPORTS
By Nic Braico

   As fall sports have officially ended, winter sports have 
started across the school. This season features many 
teams contending in the Big Eight. Girls and boys 
basketball, wrestling, gymnastics, boys swim and dive, 
and boys and girls hockey have all started, and are all 
looking forward to successful seasons. Girls basketball 
started November 11th, and their next game is at La 
Follette High School, on December 5th. Boys basketball 
started a week after the girls on November 18th. Their 
next game is Friday, December 6th at Sun Prairie. 
Wrestling also started November 18th, and their next 
competition is also Friday, December 6th at Middleton. 
Gymnastics started November 11th, and their next 
competition is Saturday, December 7th at Wisconsin 
Rapids Lincoln High School as part of an invitational. 
Boys swim and dive started November 18th, and their 
next meet is Friday December 6th at Memorial versus 
West. 
   Boys hockey started November 11th, and their next 
game is Saturday, December 7th at the Madison Ice 
Arena versus Beloit Memorial. Girls hockey also start-
ed November 11th, and their next game is on Tuesday, 
December 10th at Sun Prairie. Lots of exciting games 
for Spartan fans to go to this season. Go out and cheer 
on your Spartans!
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OPINIONS

WE MUST SEPARATE ART 
FROM THE ARTIST
By Maggie Di Sanza

   As social media platforms grow in popularity, we see 
more and more people being called out for problematic 
things said in the past, and their work suffers because of 
it. Now, it is incredibly necessary to call out bigotry, but 
the prevalence of call-out culture creates toxic online 
spaces that are not conducive for learning. Cancel-cul-
ture presumes that humans are either born woke and 
are good, or are not. It fails to recognize that people are 
able to, and routinely do, develop new ideologies over 
time and shed ones that they - and culture - has out-
grown. 
    It is important for influential figures, artists, and 
celebrities to take responsibility for their past actions, 
but call-out culture does not five individuals being called 
out room to do so. Instead, the incriminating evidence 
equates to a person being ‘canceled’ and any apologies 
that they offer are dismissed. Call-out culture derives 

LET’S NOT SEPARATE 
ART FROM THE ARTIST
By Joylyn Gong

    After hearing the praise garnered from Kanye West’s 
new studio album “Jesus is King”, it brought me to the 
thought if we should separate the work of an artist 
from the artist themselves. West’s career in the pub-
lic eye has never been steady, as he has taken part in 
several controversies over the years from his perspec-
tive on the subject of slavery, claiming that Bill Cosby 
is innocent after multiple sexual assault accusations 
made against the actor, taking credit for Taylor Swift’s 
fame in a lyric from his track “Famous” without her 
knowledge, and using his platform to openly express his 
support for President Trump. 
     Artists like Kanye West, Woody Allen, Kevin Spac-
ey, R. Kelly, and Harvey Weinstein have either had a 
history of allegations made against them or proclaimed 
problematic political views that twisted the truth of a 
painful historic period; however, many fall under the 

   SHOULD WE SEPARATE ART FROM THE ARTIST?
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from the supposed intent of holding people account-
able into a justification to insult and demean people. 
As we lose opportunities to educate, instead of cor-
recting problematic behavior, we criticise and insult 
people who most likely acted out of ignorance. Au-
thor Chimando Ngozi Adichie made a similar argu-
ment, “Think of people as people, not as abstractions 
who have to conform to bloodless logic but as people 
- fragile, imperfect, with prides that can be wounded 
and hearts that can be touched.” In no way does this 
mean that we have to condone actually bigoted, or 
hurtful actions; but we cannot respond with equally 
shallow etorts. 

the truth of  painful historical periods; however, many 
fall under the trap of dismissing those accusations and 
continuing to convey their appreciation for their work 
without much regard to who they are behind the cameras. 
With this kind of response, regardless if individuals in the 
public fully understand how unethical their actions were, 
it’s shadowing their behavior and accumulating more un-
deserved attention for the artist. By commending their role 
in the entertainment industry, while being informed from 
news outlets of the immoral character that they have built 
for themselves, it can be unfair and demeaning to those 
that they have victimized and shift farther from their issue 
that needs to be addressed earnestly. If they are given more 
economic resources to create more fame and income for 
themselves, it can blur what needs to be focused and the 
consequences that should be in place.
   Celebrities are, in several cases, seen as icons and exem-
plars in our society today. The predicament that results 
from this form of thinking can be dangerous if their idol’s 
actions have had agonizing effects on either one person or 
several people. It would be perceived as if their behavior 
can be tolerated and free from criticism when it should be 
the opposite.

BLACK FRIDAY- HOLIDAY 
SHOPPING OR CAPITALIST 
NIGHTMARE? 
By Veronika Souzek

    Black Friday is known across the country as the day 
people line up at 3 am at their favorite stores to get 
the best deals on holiday items. But is this kind of 
shopping ethical? On one hand, getting a good deal on 
your gifts for others seems harmless, but the tradition 
of buying the most items you possibly can, no matter what, as long as prices are low, is not innocent. Black Friday 
encourages quick purchases, grabbing a good deal whether you need the item or not. Be honest with yourself, how 
many times have you bought something at a Black Friday sale simply because it was such a low price? If it hadn’t 
been 75% off, would it still have been worth it to you? The allure of a good deal outweighs our better judgment 
about what we need and decreases our appreciation for what we have. Even though we might be proud of the 
bargain, the lower price tag often lowers our impression of how valuable the item is. If you are buying something 
on Black Friday, it should be something you were willing to pay full price for and happened to find a deal on, not 
an item you happened to find at a discount and bought for that reason. When you pay a higher price for your 
clothes or electronics, you’ve invested in them. You are more likely to take care of them 
and extend their use because you want to get your money’s worth. Another aspect of 
Black Friday is the way it illuminates our broken production system. How is it that 
companies can take off 50%, 60%, or even 70% off the price of their prod-
ucts and still make a profit? 
   It only goes to show that most products are very cheap to produce, 
at the cost of the environment and of the workers who made them. 
Sure, the sales are a strategy to try to get you to buy more once you’ve 
bought a sale item, but there is still a minimum which a company must 
receive to cover production costs, and these outrageous sales prove 
that minimum is very low. Only the day before we give thanks for what 
we  have, and acknowledge the importance of family over material 
things. Then the next, we rush to the biggest retailers to buy as many things 
as we can for as little money as we can manage. Is Black Friday worth it? 
Does it hold up a mirror to the ugly face of corporate America? Does it 
cancel out all the good of the Thanksgiving weekend? I believe the more 
important question is: is it something we want? 
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THE COMPLEXITY OF 
COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
By Noah Hadfield

   The college admissions scandal was a newsworth-
yevent when the details were discovered in the sum-
mer of 2019. Parents would hire college admissions 
consultants to forge documents and bribe sports 
team coaches to allow their child to go to some of the 
most prestigious universities in the country such as: 
Stanford, Yale, UCLA, and Georgetown University. 
Two of the parents that were charged were actresses 
Lori Louglin and Felicity Huffman. Since the college 
admissions scandals, I was wondering what a col-
lege admissions consultant should do, and how they 
work. Because of this, I asked Jo Meier of Hadfield 
Meier Higher Education Consultants.
    According to her, a college admissions consultant’s 
job is to provide services for middle and high school-
ers to help students find the right courses, the right 
extra curricular activities, the best college for each 
client that meets their individual needs and talents, 
and answer questions about the college admissions 
process that the students and guardians may have. 
They do this by looking into jobs/careers that match 
skills and abilities their clients have. They also check 
over college applications and essays to make sure 
they are as strong and as well written as possible. 
Independent consultants do not have formal guide-
lines, but in order to keep their practices legal and 
fair, most hold themselves to moral guidelines. The 
college admission consultants must keep up to date 
with the requirements and things that colleges look 
for to allow them to give the best possible advice for 
clients.Every university is different, but some things 
to keep in mind when you are applying to colleges 
is that most are looking for students that improve 
academically, are authentic and honest, and students 
that can explain how their attendance would add to 
the student body. This is a little different for students 
who were athletes in high school. For student ath-
letes, students will sometimes be given more advice 
on schools from their coaches. Depending on the 
athlete, colleges may go out of their way to try to get 
that student to come to that university. It is import-
ant to know that this rarely happens and most ath-
letes don’t get into college just because of their sport. 
It is important that student athletes represent their 
whole lives on their applications, not just sports.

TRUMP’S IMPEACHMENT
By Liam Gill

   As Democrats rally and exclaim “impeach”, the repub-
licans have no idea how to rebuttal. Fox News tries their 
best to make the situation sound better than it is, but they 
can’t. Trump really did himself this time as he is caught 
up with selling information to foreign powers in order 
to get dirt on his opponent, Joe Biden. The process has 
been gruelling as The House is thoroughly divided, but 
the process is taking place as the republicans in the house 
unanimously opposed the impeachment process under the 
pressure of party before policy that the United States has 
adopted in our modern political system. Nearly four years 
into Trump’s time in Office, almost none of the things he 
promised are happening due to the fact that the United 
States political system is in stagnant with any person in 
power. In an age of technological advancement and every 
piece of information ever being in the hands of any middle 
class citizens, politicians still can’t agree on any legislation 
as political parties have become more important. 
     Impeachment will take place for Trump and for good 
reason, but American politics needs to find answers for 
how our democracy can put these people in power such 
as Nixon, Clinton, or Bush. When sitting as president, 
the people voting for those candidates should not worry 
about if their leader will be taken out of office because of 
our political parties getting in the way surrounded by a 
society built upon doing whatever to succeed. This is done 
through ways of extortion and treason, which is a sad day 
in democracy and the United States. The political system 
we are a part of should take a long look at how they are 
treating the people in a country where it is ultimately ruled 
by the people and for the people.  
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SHOULD CAMERAS BE ON 
SCHOOL COMPUTERS?
By Davis Hardy

  All of the Chromebooks this year have a small camera on 
them. They aren’t that good, yet they could still be used to 
look at students while in class or at home. While I don’t 
think the school administration would do this, it still is 
possible. If you’ve used a chromebook and have tried to 
go to a site like Netflix, I’m sure you’ve encountered a 
screen telling you that the page has been blocked by Se-
curly. Securly is a company that says their primary focus 
is student safety. While I think this piece of software is a 
justified addition to the Chromebooks at school, Dyknow, 
another piece of student surveillance software, crosses 
the line. Dyknow allows teachers to monitor your screen 
in real time, what you are doing all of the time (which 
Securly does as well), and send messages directly to you 
via the Chrome extension. The reason I think Dyknow is 
a breach of privacy is because it would allow a teacher to 
look at you through the installed camera at home if you 
have the camera app running in the background.
    I would hope that this breach of privacy never happens, 
and I doubt it does due to the uselessness of the camera 
app. Although it may be unlikely, it still could happen. 
Even though I trust that teachers and administrators don’t 
abuse this power, I still think that a service like Dyknow 
should be uninstalled or deactivated on our chromebooks 
since Securly is a less invasive alternative that provides 
similar or better information that administrators and 
teachers should care about.

THE COMMERICIALIZA-
TION OF CHRISTMAS
By Aarushi Vyas

   The holiday season can be a fun way to wind down 
after a long year and spend quality time with family 
and friends. However, in recent years, you may have 
noticed just how early stores begin advertising their 
sales and products. According to the Pew Research 
Center, Christmas is the most celebrated holiday in 
America, and also the most money-consuming. An 
article published by Forbes in 2016 reported that on 
average, parents spend around $495 per child during 
the holiday season. So, how did we go from gift wrap-
ping and Christmas carols to insane Black Friday deals 
and Christmas splurges?
   While there isn’t a clear idea on where it all start-
ed, Coca Cola was one of the first companies to start 
using a commercialized Santa Claus in advertisements. 
Since then, using Santa, Rudolph, and other popular 
figures associated with the holidays has become a pop-
ular trend among advertisers. Black Friday, another 
event largely associated with the holidays was devel-
oped from the tradition of department store parades 
around Thanksgiving. Cyber Monday, window dis-
plays at your favorite stores, and even Mall Santas are 
all advertising tactics for you to spend more money on 
holiday shopping. 
   While it is easy to get caught up in the superficial 
aspect of Christmas and buying gifts for your loved 
ones, it is also important to remember the reason we 
celebrate in the first place. To bond with your family, 
laugh with friends, and celebrate the New Year with 
the people who matter most.
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WHY YOUTH VOICES MATTER
By Antonio Wu

     In recent years, youth across the world have become an increasingly vocal and influential group. Nationally, 
American youth have led much of the discussion and advocacy on issues that impact the young demographic as 
a whole the most, such as climate change and gun control, but they have also made significant footholds in other 
important political movements involving race, gender, and sexuality.
    The most accessible form of political advocacy for youth has usually been protests and rallies. Globally, teens 
have begun taking the initiative by organizing such events by themselves, further moving young people into the 
focus of politics. For example, Fridays For Future Movement, founded by the internationally recognized 16-year-
old activist Greta Thunberg of Sweden, demands political action to prevent climate change through students 
taking time off class to participate in demonstrations. What began as a one-person strike has erupted into an 
interna- tional movement 
involving millions of youth.
     For example, Fridays 
For Fu- ture Movement, 
founded by the internation-
ally recog- nized 16-year-old 
activist Greta Thunberg 
of Sweden, demands political 
action to prevent climate 
change through students 
taking time off class to par-
ticipate in demonstrations. 
What began as a one-person 
strike has erupted into an 
interna- tional movement 
involving millions of youth.
    However, political backlash 
has under- mined the legit-
imacy of youth advocacy. 
Critics of movements like Fridays for Future condemn students for missing school to take part in political demon-
strations. They argue that the youth are too young to be taking part in politics and should focus on their studies 
and enjoy their adolescent years. 
    Yet the youth have demonstrated the need for their advocacy in politics today. Because of youth movements, 
political leaders are increasingly under pressure to stay accountable and take action when they may have otherwise 
been passive. While adults may raise concerns about students missing school, the youth have demonstrated that 
doing so is perhaps the only  way to gather widespread public attention.  At the 2019 UN Climate Action Summit, 
Greta Thunberg stated in her address to world leaders, “This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. I should be back 
in school on the other side of the ocean. Yet you come to us young people for hope?”
     Not only are the youth an effective voice, but as the sharing of information becomes faster and easier with 
the rise of social media and technology, they are becoming the most responsible generation of citizens to date. 
According to the United States Election project, 46.9 percent of eligible voters did not vote in the 2016 general 
election. With such a lack of voter interest and representation, politicians may have gotten away with poor job 
performance. However, as young people reach the voting age, it is certain that they will become the most power-
ful voting bloc in history. 
    We must support youth voices instead of discouraging and silencing them. In this modern age, the foundation 
of a strong democracy - informed citizens - is aided better than ever by modern technology. As we go forward in 
the 21st century, we are increasingly aware of how many problems really threaten our world. More than ever, we 
need youth voices to not simply be heard, but used as a means of positive and tangible change.
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LATINOS UNIDOS
WHAT IS LATINOS 
UNIDOS?
   Latinos Unidos is a student-led club which teaches 
Memorial students about different Latin cultures 
and issues while providing an opportunity for mem-
bers to gain leadership skills and cultural pride. As 
a group, we work together to create a comfortable 
environment for the Latinx community within our 
school. Since our members come from all over Latin 
America, we use this month to create a display case 
with different traditional household items and cloth-
ing, representing our different Latin cultures. Latinos 
Unidos runs fundraisers which consists of traditional  
foods from Latin America. Not only are they sweet 
treats, but they are educational! With the money we 
receive from the fundraisers, we fund the Latino fes-
tival which is one of the most popular, and well-re-
cieved school dances. With the money we raise we 
are able to provide live Latin performers, food, and 
music to the Memorial community. Along with the 
planning of the festival, we take part in volunteer-
ing opportunities throughout the school year. Some 
of the consistent volunteering we have done in the 
past is at the Lussier Center food pantry, bell ringing 
for the Salvation Army, Dia del Niño celebration, 
and many more. Because of the hard work we do 
throughout the school year, we try to do fun activ-
ities with the officers and members of the club. We 
meet on Thursday’s during lunch in the Rock Study 
Center and everyone is welcome. We appreciate the 
support and participation from everyone even if you 
aren’t Latinx!
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CHRISTMAS AND LATIN 
CULTURE
By Naidelin Mendez

   The winter holidays are nearing! Every year 
families of all nationalities that celebrate Christmas begin 
to prepare for the holiday. Coming from a Mexican 
household, a country predominantly Catholic/Christian, 
Christmas continues to have religious inclinations for my 
family. In several Latin american countries the christmas 
season begins on december 16 with something called 
‘posadas’ which means lodging or shelter. Posadas usually 
consist of carolers and or parades going throughout the 
streets; from home to home asking for lodging. While 
Hispanics don’t celebrate posadas in the United States, 
other traditions continue. Nativity scenes are popular 
among many Latin american countries and is something 
many Hispanics in the United States practice today at 
home. The scene is of the birth of baby jesus. It is set up 
with figurines and decorated with christmas lights etc.
   Instead of giving and receiving gifts the morning of 
christmas, another tradition known as epiphany takes 
place, or the three kings that is celebrated on January 
6th. On that day the young children receive gifts from 
the ‘three magic kings’, and everyone gets a piece of the 
delicious three king cake. In the three kings cake there 
is a little baby jesus figure that whoever finds it is the 
‘godparent’ of baby jesus for the year. Some of my favorite 
holidays, our traditions are a big part of what makes each 
culture unique and similar at the same time!



DAY OF THE DEAD   
By Noelia Xelhua

DACA: WHAT YOU NEED 
TO KNOW!  
By Mayra Serate

    DACA the Deferred Act for Childhood Arrival passed 
in 2012 by president Obama. This allows children with 
no control over immigrating to the united states to be 
eligible to apply for work permits and continuing their 
education. DACA must be renewed every 2 years. Now 
with Trump in the office, you can no longer apply for 
DACA. in the united states, about 800,000 people are 
DACA recipients, many of them are heads of house-
holds. Most of DACA recipients are still in school. 
Without DACA many of these DACA recipients called 
Dreamers can’t continue in school or work. DACA is 
important because many of the humans covered by it 
are minors, and as a child, nobody should have to worry 
about not being able to further their education due to 
their legal status.
   On November 12th students from high schools and 
colleges in the Madison area marched down to the state 
capital to be heard about how DACA is something many 
of our community members rely on. This march fea-
tured many speakers inside the state capital. I would like 
to share with you guys Tania Sanchez’s story. Sanchez is 
a graduate of the Verona Area High School. she gradu-
ated within 3 years with high honors, a silver cord for 
all her volunteer hours, and recognition for bilingual 
literacy. As I interviewed Tania she told me she doesn’t 
give up easily and is the outgoing which I would agree 
with.At one-years old Tania had migrated to the United 
States from Puebla, Mexico with her mother. School 
growing up felt good like every other, Until it got to the 
age where you had to go above and beyond to stand out 
among other students. DACA was never really some-
thing that crossed Tania’s everyday life until she wanted 
to start applying for college. She told me “I dreamed 
without knowing where I stood.” sadly without the 
program, this is the reality for many DACA recipients. 
Unfortunately, Tania did not meet the age requirement 
for DACA yet and it was taken away 2 months after 
her birthday. She was later legally  advised not to apply 
when it had reopened. Tania and I both believe that 
DACA recipients should have the right to travel outside 
the United States. Tania would go back to Mexico to see 
her grandmother who is blind. She would also want to 
meet her family. Tania is one among, any Wisconsinites 
that don’t have much more than their immediate family 
here in the united states.

WHAT DOES LATINX 
MEAN? 
By Angie Munguia

   In recent years the word Latinx has become popular 
and has been adapted among people who are looking 
to be more inclusive and gender-free alternatives to 
“Latino” or “Latina”. What is LatinX, well it means 
when a person of Latin American origin or descent 
used as a gender-free neutral or nonbinary alternative 
to Latino or Latina? There are letters like “A” or “O” 
which is used to identify female or male respectively, 
but we use the male term as a universal term for ev-
eryone. Growing up we were taught that there are two 
genders but with the X in LatinX there is more inclu-
sive to those who don’t fit either gender. The Spanish 
language is always evolving and it is ok if you don’t 
have to refer to yourself as LatinX because the objec-
tive is to be more inclusive and therefore that  doesn’t 
erase your identity.  Yes we added another complex 
word to the Spanish language but hey we are complex 
people and it’s good to address these complexities!
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Saving up for a new phone, a car 
or even college? You can do it! And 
Summit Credit Union is here to help!

We’ve got a FREE student checking 
account, online tools that make it 
easy to see how you’re saving and 
spending your money, and an app 
that lets you split the bill with friends 
(or get money from your parents!). 

And, if you open a Student Free 
Checking1 or savings2 account by  
October 31, you’ll get $10 deposited 
into your account3 plus the chance 
to win a $250 Ticketmaster gift 
card4 to see your favorite artist in 
concert!

Stop by Summit, right in your  
school, today!

GIFT 
CARD4

$250
TICKETMASTER

WIN A

Summit Credit Union is here to help!

 

Insured by NCUA 
Offer valid until 10/31/2019. 1 Minimum to open Student Free Checking is $25. Only one Student Free Checking account per person allowed. 
Student Free Checking requires primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open account is $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as 
of 8/1/2019 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. 3 $10 cash bonus will be deposited to your account 
at account opening. Only one per member. 4 See SummitCreditUnion.com/RockYourDreams for complete details. © Summit Credit Union 2019.
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