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THIS YEAR SURE HAS GONE BY IN A FLASH. Our writers 
have reported on school events from Shrek the Musical to the Global 
Climate Strike, written recommendations for songs and movies, 
shared advice on how you should spend your spring break and how 
to be a kinder person, voiced opinions on immigration and acts of 
violence, updated us on school sports, and summarized national news 
events. We are proud our school has so many things to say, and is full 
of so many passionate people who step out of their comfort zones to 
share their ideas. Thank you to all of our brave and eager writers, we 
wouldn’t exist without you. 

     To our readers, maybe you just pick up the paper to play a sudoku 
or connect-the-dots, or maybe you’ve seen part of an article in the 
Toilet & Plunger and just want to read the rest of it, or perhaps your 
friend wrote an article and forced you to take a paper. Whatever 
the reason is that you picked up a copy of our paper, we really hope 
that you learn something new and get the chance to hear what your 
fellow students have to say. Thank you for listening.

     Thank you to this year’s editor team for consistently showing up 
to put together a great publication each and every month. Through 
countless fits of laughter, inside jokes, and long evenings spent with 
Adobe InDesign, we’ve become a close-knit team. We feel so lucky 
to have worked with you and we wish you continued success with 
wherever your journey takes you next year. To Mrs. Parris Ford - 
thank you for being an incredible adviser, for going along with our 
crazy ideas, and for pushing us to do better. And again, to the writers 
and the readers alike - there would be no Sword & Shield without 
you. Thank you for your enthusiasm for the school news and for 
keeping this Memorial tradition going.

     This has been a year of many new ventures for the Sword & 
Shield: we brought together aspiring journalists from Madison high 
schools in our first ever J-CON journalism conference, expanded the 
newspaper’s reach through the new Toilet & Plunger, and started 
holding weekly workshops for students to improve their skills in 
journalism. We now pass these on to the capable hands of our new 
2019-2020 editor team and we trust that they will help them flourish 
into traditions that will last for years.

Best wishes,

GARRETT KENNEDY & 
BEATRICE NAUJALYTE
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Madison West Lion’s Club  
Timothy Zhang 

Breakfast Optimists  
Zachary Woollen 

Interact Club Outstanding Leader 
Scholarship  
Anna Bauer 

Korean Presbyterian Church of 
Madison  
Madelin Reynolds  
Brooke Simmerman 

 Sauk Trails Optimist  
Garrett Kennedy   Joanne Paula Martinez    
Megan Li       Beatrice Naujalyte   Lily Lowndes   

UW Health: Atrium Clinic   
Ruchi Shah   

Summit Credit Union  
Joshua Barth  Michelle Shou 
 
CUNA Mutual 
 Harsimran Kaur 
 
Spartan Family Scholarship  
Noah Gonring  

 Mason Spanish Scholarship 
 Natalie Denlinger Drumm 

 Marti Kaump Music & Performing Arts  
Jacob Larget Leah Vredenbregt Lily Lowndes  
 
TEEM Scholar  
Tenzin Tadhey 

Red Cross Scholarship 
Meghana Kalluri    
Riva Shrestha 
Jaskiran Sandhu 
 
Falk Scholarship
Alexa Rademacher    Catherine Wu   

Tom Hardin Scholarship  
Rebekah Hershberger 

 John Stuessy Scholarship 
 Nina Vaccaro 

  Frank A. Zuerner Memorial  
  Mauricio Oyarvide Jimenez 
 
Hazel Paschall Scholarship
  Nicole Ibarra  
 
Victor E. Albright Scholarship  
Kunsel Lhamo 
 
Ethel Mabie Falk 
 James King    
MaiaLynn Senson   

Michael Sheahan Memorial Award  
 Michael Brudos 
 
Gary Nelson   
Mitchell Brunmeier 
 
Albert Trathen Memorial Scholarship  
Arianna Deloach

Betty Perego  
Maria Chacin Guerra  Paola Marquez     
Cristian Garcia  Alirio Romero Chacin       
Brenda Hernandez-Juarez  Gustavo Sandoval         
Hiawalpha Marcano    Jennifer Torres-Rivas        
Isaac Marquez    

 Carolyn Taylor
 Stephanie Salgado    
Caitlyn Se 

 Hancock Scholarship  
Matthew Gartland  

 Theodore Herfurth Scholarship  
Carter Niesen   

Fritz Kaump   
Vy Luong    Nallely Pineda-Ortiz    

Andy Gauss Memorial  
Abigail Wilson 
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Bruce Dahmen Memorial Scholarship   
Lily Frisch  William Sprout   

Devine Family Foundation  
Colin Kennedy 

 Ross M. Koen  
Elmonzeo Evans  Samantha Watson 

“Math-alete” 
Zion Hefty  

Spartan Spirit Scholarship 
Mary Kaldor 

Red Cross Scholarship  
Meghana Kalluri  Riva Shrestha  Jaskiran Sandhu 

UW People Program Scholars  
Tatiyana Benson     Noah Kohn-Dumbuya
Susan Quach         Tuong Tran   Kunsel Lhamo
Cecelia Charlan      Ivie-Adiva Rhyne       Nuchee Vang
Maichengchia Thao       Rahima Osman   Youngben Lim      
 
Badger State Representatives
  Matthew Gartland                   Alexa Rademacher  
Garrett Kennedy                          
Amanda Yao 
 
Global Education Achievement 
Certificate  
Sophie Blumenstein 
Alexa Rademacher 

Downtown Kiwanis Club  
Nicolas Bell                             
Nana-Kwesi 
Konadu 

West Towne Middleton Rotary  
Harrison Glen
Lamar Whigham 

Downtown Rotary Club Founda-
tion  
Yanci Almonte         Jaylah Harris         Cesar Gomez            
Rahima Osman 

Jamie Lindl Athletic Leadership Award  
Malia Bissen

Cyndi, Katie & Sean Kaump Athletic Award  
Kaylie Podvin                           Samuel Robertson   

Dick Shimon Outstanding Senior Athletes  
Cade Ellingson    Abigail Maier

NATIONAL MERIT COMMENDED STUDENTS 
Malia Bissen                           Cory Forbes                          
Jacob Larget 
Moulik Mehta                         Shruti Sathish                      
Noel Tautges 
Danni Yang

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS 
Anna Bauer      Samik Partha
James Berthoud    Geoffrey Pomraning
Sophie Blumenstein    Alexa Rademacher
Sha Frasier      Anusha Sahai
Zion Hefty      Imaad Said
Celia Herman          Noah Sawicki                                                                          
Mary Kaldor       Michelle Shou
Garrett Kennedy     Jeremiah Williams
Morten Lee      Amanda Yao
Huizhong Li       Hannah Zhai
Megan Li   
                                                                 
PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR CANDIDATES 
James Berthoud    Geoffrey Pomraning
Zion Hefty     Anusha Sahai
Huizhong Li      Imaad Said
Megan Li            Michelle Shou                       
Beatrice Naujalyte      Matthew Sorenson
Samik Partha              Amanda Yao 
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HIGH HONORS

HONORS 
Yanci Almonte 
Emily Anderson 
Giacomo Artioli Shazad 
Azimulla 
Samuel Baeseman 
Hilario Barrera Ocotl 
Madeline Beglinger 
Barrett Bernards 
Alex Blue 
Ashleigh Brannen 
Megan Brown 
Nicholas Caropreso 
Hailey Collins 
Lilly Crochet 
Louis Digon 
Trent Dombo 
Sarah Eckhardt 
Alyana Enemuoh 
Morgan Esser 
Tabitha Exum 
Delaney Fitzgerald 
Cory Forbes 
Brandon Fox 

Cecelia Frechette 
Harrison Glen 
Sameer Golkonda 
Caroline Gosselin 
Sophia Guthier 
Nathan Hayes 
Gavin Hefty 
Jack Helle 
Thomas Hosseini 
Anna Hubbard 
Luke Jenn 
Cille Jespersen 
Angela Jimenez 
Kyle Jungers 
Devika Kamath 
Colin Kennedy 
Neil Khanna 
Adelynne Kielley 
Jack Krumbach 
Clare Kysely 
Karianna Larsen 
Cimfeng Lee 
Shani Long-Meyer 

Isaac Maida 
Abigail Maier 
Julia Mann 
Paola Marquez 
Joanne Paula Martinez 
Jaime Marty 
Laura Meyer 
Anabella Nevill 
Carter Niesen 
Rahima Osman 
Matthew Parker 
Gwendolyn Parker 
Margaret Peters 
Bayleigh Petree 
Charles Pimienta 
Nallely Pineda-Ortiz 
Noah Raimy 
Madelin Reynolds 
Ariana Rios 
Samantha Roberts 
Alirio Romero Chacin 
Stephanie Salgado 
Noah Sawicki 

Dryden Schaefer 
Ashley Sengstock 
Aidan Simpson 
Jennifer So 
Matthew Sorenson 
Peter Sorge 
Allison Spielman 
William Sprout 
Tenzin Tadhey 
Amisha Talati 
Noel Tautges 
Guillermo Tellez-Giron 
Maichengchia Thao 
Quillan Townsend 
Stephanie Trask 
Walker Voichick 
Leah Vredenbregt 
Benjamin Wadzinski 
Maxwell Walters 
Samantha Watson 
Abigail Wilson 
Timothy Zhang 

Nicolas Amelinez-Robles 
Santiago Barquin 
Joshua Barth 
Anna Bauer 
Nicolas Bell 
James Berthoud 
Abhinav Bipin 
Malia Bissen 
Dhruv Biswas 
Sophie Blumenstein 
Michael Brudos 
Maria Chacin - Guerra 
Thomas Chaltry 
Natalie Denlinger Drumm 
Connor Despain 
Mohamed El Ragaby 
Sha Frasier 
Matthew Gartland 
Daniel Gillman 
Noah Gonring 
Ethan Gonzales 
Anna Graniero 

Zion Hefty 
Celia Herman 
Rebekah Hershberger 
Logan Hinterberg 
Andrew Jiang 
Aidan Johnson 
Mary Kaldor 
Meghana Kalluri 
Garrett Kennedy 
Ann Kerr 
Taylor Koehl 
Nana-Kwesi Konadu 
Jacob Larget 
Morten Lee 
Susquehannah Levenstein 
Kunsel Lhamo 
Huizhong Li 
Megan Li 
Aaron Liu 
Lily Lowndes 
Vy Luong 
Meghan McMahon 

Moulik Mehta 
Christopher Miller 
Beatrice Naujalyte 
Vladyslava Nechval 
Joan Olson 
Jacob Owca 
Samik Partha 
Oliver Patterson 
Emil Pellett 
Hunter Pierstorff 
Kaylie Podvin 
Geoffrey Pomraning 
Rhianna Prine 
Susan Quach 
Alexa Rademacher 
Claire Reid 
Samuel Robertson 
Makena Romines 
Kayla Ruplinger 
Tarek Saber 
Anusha Sahai 
Imaad Said 

Jaskiran Sandhu 
Shruti Sathish 
Adam Schmidt 
Caitlyn Se 
Ruchi Shah 
Michelle Shou 
Riva Shrestha
Jana Simmerman 
Brooke Simmerman 
Connor Streifel 
Tuong Tran 
Nina Vaccaro 
Lucas Voichick 
Venika Vulpal 
Ryan Weinbach 
Anna Williams 
Jeremiah Williams 
Catherine Wu 
Amanda Yao 
Hannah Zhai 
 
4.0 in Bold
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SCHOLARSHIPS
Downtown Rotary Club Youth Awards 
Senior Improvement........................... Rachel Delconte 

Senior Achievement…………………Shruti Sathish 

Outstanding Senior…………………...…Megan Li 

Community Service…………………Huizhong Li 

Community Service Judge……...Garrett Kennedy 

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR SEMI-FINALIST 
Anusha Sahai
WIAA Scholar Athlete Award 
 Mary Kaldor  
Ryan Weinbach 
South Madison Rotary Scholarship  
Ruqayah Alkhrsa 
Selma Fustok
Rubin for Kids  
Ruqayah Alkhrsa  
Selma Fustok

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

Stephanie Salgado, Riva Shrestha, adviser Ms. Glaaser, 

Joanne Martinez, and Garrett Kennedy
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 Most 
Likely  
To

... be a caffeine addict.

KARI LARSEN

...

... save the planet.

SOPHIE GUTHIER

... be a rocket scientist.

GEOFFREY POMRANING

... lose a winning lottery ticket.

PETER WHAYLAND

... have 10 kids.

RIVA SHRESTHA

... be a soccer mom.

MARY KALDOR
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... marry rich.

MIRA TCHERNEVA

... be in a sorority.

KALEY MORGAN

... go on Broadway.

LEAH VREDENBREGT

... live on a farm.

CHRIS MILLER

... win a Grammy.

JOE BONDURANT

... become a cat lady.

OLIVIA ANDERSON
SARNO

... be in a fraternity.

JACK HELLE

... be a Youtuber.

MAYA ELLIOT

... come back and teach at Memorial.

JOHN HENDRICKSON
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Sword & 
Shield 
Super-
latives

Best voice.

ALYANA ENEMUOH

Cutest couple.

MIRA TCHERNEVA
AND ZACH WOOLEN

Best car.

SAMANTHA ROBERTS

Worst car.

NEIL KHANNA

Best tweets.

CONNOR 
FITZGERALD

Highest snap score.

ARIANA RIOS
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SENIOR WILLS
I, Kari Larsen, leave the books I finished way too soon to Ms. Guse.

I, Marcela Gama, leave my last impression to every teacher I had during my time in JMM,

I, Mira Tcherneva, leave my Poms uniforms to Maddie McKinnon.

I, Noel Tautges, I leave my intense desire to leave to the next class of seniors.

I, Dexter Neustadt, leave band locker 6 to Gabe Marten.

I, Megan Li, leave the girls tennis team and the SYS presidency to Julia Zhou.

I, Makena Romines, leave the stress of high school to my younger sister, Ashley. Use it well.

I, Claire Reid, will leave the responsibility of carrying on the “Country Roads” tradition to Gabri 

Gaines.  

I, Abbey Smith, leave my good luck charm to my best friend Emily.

I, Leah Vredebregt, leave my vocal range to Cam Moll.

I, Liam Higgins, leave my lockers to underclassmen.

I, Cory Forbes, leave my club to Jason Dunphy, don’t screw it up.

I, Megan McMahon, leave my dancing talent to the JMM Swim & Dive team.

I, Stephanie Salgado, will leave Green Club with someone enthusiastic about environmental 

science.

I, Louis Digon, leave my friend bracelet to someone I believe to have been my friend.

I, Jeremiah Williams, wish that Clayton Kruse live evermore in all our hearts.

I, Kaley Morgan, say “the lady’s the legacy.”

I, Dryden Shaefer, leave basketball jersey number 21 for Kole “Cuck” Kerkhoff.

I, Jackson Bogenrief, leave my jersey number to Pierce.

I, Madelyn Peppard, leave my textbooks, my insatiable curiosity, and my special spot in the 

library to Aidan Peppard and tons of hugs to all my friends who are seniors next year.

I, Brandon Fox, give my stirrups to Tyler Piotrowski.

I, Mitchell Brunmeier, leave my Chromebook to whoever needs it.

I, Neil Khanna, leave behind apples.

I, Natalie Denliger Drumm, leave my football jacket to Kierstin McHugh.

I, Guillermo Tellez, leave my heart to Mrs. Dwyer.

I, J Higgins, leave my car to my brother.

I, Elliot Shager, leave my mullet to Sean.

I, Delaney Fitzgerald, leave the ski team and captain position to Taylor Welsh.

I, Karsten Knoche, leave the Men of the Road insta to Dylan Anthony.

I, Morten Lee, leave my Ultimate skills to Avery, because he definitely needs them.

I, Yoccelyn Armenta, leave my favorite book to Mrs. Vite 

I, Kayla Ruplinger, leave behind my designation as Coach Paul’s favorite Ruplinger to my 

younger sister Emily.

I, Deney Li, leave my triple-digit absences to Connie Yu.

I, Beatrice Naujalyte, leave running SYS meetings to Julia and Kevin.

I, Max Walters, leave the family name to Olivia. Don’t mess it up.

I, Mary Kaldor, leave my minivan whip license to Carly McKeon.

I, Maya Elliot, leave my Spartan spirit to Coach Flowers (;

I, Youngben Lim, leave everything to my dog.

I, Laura Meyer, leave my Honda Civic to Maddie Ballweg to PTC for the next three years.

I, Rahima Osman, leave my AP Bio notes to Natalie Frisch.

I, Geoffrey Pomraning, leave the Improv! Club, Robotics Team, and some incredible memories of 

fantastic people to everyone still at JMM. Make good decisions, and have fun!

I, Lily Lowndes, leave the oboe legacy to Iza.

I, Ana Gabriela Fernandez, say, “Make memorial cleaner!!”

I, Danny Gillman, leave a growth spurt for Jesse Drake.

I, Andrew Jiang, leave the $100 stashed in my AP Chem lab drawer to whoever finds it first.

I, Joey Jensen, leave my superb swimming abilities to Drew Bennett.

I, Joshua Barth, leave the Water Wonder and a growth spurt to Jesse Drake.



SENIOR WILLS, cont.

I, Noah Gonring, leave the title of fastest sprinter on the swim team to Cam Ketarkus.

I, Aeron Vue, give my volleyball skills to Isabella Yang.

I, Yanci Almonte, leave all my materials to student services for other students.

I, Logan Hinterberg, leave my favorite band locker to Kat.

I, Abigail Maier, leave my jersey to the next volleyball captain.

I, Ryan Weinbach, leave the 2 raspberry fig bars to the first person to find them underneath a table in 

physics.

I, Shamik Patro, leave behind my legacy as a member of the 5th fastest 200 meter relay team in 

Memorial’s history.

I, Damaj’h Pollard, leave behind my wish to inspire.

I, Ruqayah Alkhrsa, leave my favorite book to May Li.

I, Thomas Hosseini, leave my jersey number to Dominic Ramirez.

I, Chris Miller, JV parents to Jackson Plautz and Dilbert Maier.

I, Vladyslava Nechval, leave my favorite book to Ms. Mitchell and my goggles to Ms. Kellor.

I, Garrett Kennedy, leave my immense popularity to my brother Jake Kennedy.

I, Kara Mohar, leave my unused A wing locker to my brother Hartley who will be a freshman next 

year.

I, Jordan Smith, leave behind my mark on the school.

I, Breeah Hawkins, leave a photocopy of my senior picture to Ms. Nichols.

I, Daemiontae Bates, Leaving all of my math knowledge here. In 30 years I will come back to reclaim 

by math knowledge.

I, Haley Peterson, leave behind a mark in Ms. Carney’s room

I, Matthew Gartland, leave the title of swim team ginger to Drew Bennett.

I, Samantha Roberts, leave my Large Inflatable Tree to Ms. Staley.

I, Gregory Aksenov, leave my frisbee to Theo Riddick.

I, Parker Lindauer, leave Leo Bacallao my hockey jersey.

I, Will Sprout, leave the sports report to anyone willing to get behind that camera and make some 

magic.

I, Barrett Bernards, leave my sense of humor to Beau Bernards.

I, Alexa Rademacher, leave my notes to my dear, little sister Emma (good luck!).

I, Rebekah Hershberger, leave my list of 100 best prank ideas to Jackie House.

I, Lilly Crochet, leave my poms uniform to Eva Peterson... because she stole it.

I, Ann Kerr, leave @women_of_the_road to Lauren Schmitt and Sylvia Greene.

I, Dhruv Biswas, leave my handshaking skills to Avery Gammie.

I, Imaad Said, leave my old cross country spikes to Dylan Anthony.

I, Maddie Wakeen, leave my best and most colorful pens to Ms. Dwyer.

I, Cole Bell, leave my kick board Jubilee to Simon Kaldor and most everything else to my brother Jack.

I, Marina Kallias, leave behind my accomplishment in making Mrs. Murphy sarcastic.

I, Ethan Gonzales, leave my senioritis behind to the class of 2020.

I, Omar Trejo, leave behind the school and won’t come back.

I, Bryan Martinez-Arce, leave my legacy to my little brother Joaly to do better.

I, Gwyneth Heidinger, leave my will to love to whoever wants it jk I don’t have one.

I, Sam Baeseman, leave my blissful ignorance and can-do attitude to the next wave of acolytes.

I, Ivie-Idiva Rhyne, leave the cheer team to Brooke and Ana.

I, Kyle Jungers, leave behind my legacy in the hands of my freshman brother.

I, Noah Sawicki, leave my senioritis to all current Juniors.

I, Caroline Gosselin, I leave the poms team to Maddie, Cassidy, and Olivia.

I, Luke Jenn, leave the giant plunger to Sebastian Kiehn.

I, Hannah Levenstein, leave the legacy to Isaac Levenstein.

I, Abhinav Bipin, leave my haircutting skills to Jake Kennedy.
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“Cecelia is an artist, of that I am sure. Her ability 

to assimilate information, mull over a myriad of 

imaginative responses and then to choose a final 

one that is complex, well-crafted, compelling, 

aesthetically pleasing and true to oneself is the 

creative flowchart of the artist absolute. If she 

decides to commit to the artist’s path I am certain 

she will find rewards, fulfillment and the promise 

of a deep and meaningful existence. It will not be 

without struggle; but then Cecelia is not thwarted 

by struggle...she seems to relish it. Go forth and be 

an object maker, Cecelia!  -Mr. Herman

SENIOR ARTISTS
FEATURED: 
Samuel Baseman

Cecelia Frechette

Cesar Gomez

John Hendrickson

Heidi James

Luke Jenn

Aidan Johnson

Beatrice Naujalyte

Alexa Rademacher

Sam Roberts

Caitlyn Se

Mabel Thaden

Nuchee Vang

Tim Zhang

Sam Roberts
     I have been making 
art for as long as I can 
remember, but I didn’t 
have time to start taking 
art classes at Memorial 
until I was an upperclass-
man. However, once I 
did start taking them I 
fell in love with the com-
munity of like minded 
people that I discovered, 
as well as getting to learn 
in depth about so many 
different techniques. I 
took eight art classes 
this year, and it has been 
incredibly rewarding to 
finally be immersed in 
what I’m interested in. 
Learning about a lot of 
different mediums at once 
proved to be interesting 
as I found myself applying 
knowledge from all of my 
classes within each project. 
After graduating, I will be 
attending the industrial de-
sign program at UW Stout. 

Cecelia Frechette 
     The art department is without a doubt my favorite 
place in the school, and is where I’ve spent most of my 
time at Memorial, including every second I can outside 
of class hours. I often stay late for open studios and art 
club, and come in during lunch to hang out and work. 
     This year was the first year I’ve taken a ceramics 
class, and it has quickly become one of my favorite art 
forms, although it is very different to anything I’ve 
done before. All of my art experience before ceramics 
has been 2D - I’ve taken all three drawing classes, both 
painting classes, and digital art. I really started to get 
into ceramics when we started throwing in Ceramics 1. 
I took every opportunity to spend more time throwing 
and learning new techniques and forms. I also went on 
the overnight ceramics trip to Adamah Studios, and 
it was an amazing experience that really helped me 
improve as an artist. 
     After I graduate, I don’t have any concrete plans, but 
I would love to take a year off from school and travel 
and work, and then go to school for art, with a focus 
on pottery. Art classes (and the incredible teachers that 
teach them) at Memorial have been the highlight of my 
highschool experience, and I wish I would’ve been able 
to take more of them.

Heidi James
     I’ve always been 
drawn to the arts, but 
never before had I actu-
ally persistently worked 
to complete artistic 
goals. Them memorial 
art department;specif-
ically Ms. Riedle and 
Mr. Herman, have 
shifted my perspective 
as a learner and creator. 
They showed me that 
education is far more 
than memorizing formu-
las and finding the best 
adjective to describe a 
noun. They taught me 
that education means 
making mistakes, and 
learning from them, 
then moving on; over 
and over till I’ve created 
something beautiful. 

“Heidi is a meditative, focused, and 

hardworking artist that creates 

work that embraces her politics and 

interests. She supports our class-

room community by welcoming and 

supporting her peers in their artistic 

journeys too.”

-Riedle

“Sam is a focused, determined, and 

hardworking artist that consis-

tently challenges herself to explore 

techniques, materials, and ideas. 

Each time she makes a piece in 

class she pushes the potential of the 

whole project for everyone because 

she shows us new and challenging 

ways to address it.”

-Riedle
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Nuchee Vang
     I’ve been the leader of JMM’s animation squad the past couple of years which 
has been a fantastic experience, albeit difficult at times. I’m grateful for Mr.Her-
man’s guidance during those times of struggle. I’ve learned a lot from him as a 
person and an artist. 
     I work in both digital and traditional medias. I’m always open to experimen-
tation and trying new things. A lot of my artwork involves multiple medias and 
are inspired by the concept of identity and mental illness. I am most comfortable 
with drawing, but I have been enjoying ceramics a lot in the past year and plan 
to continue expanding my skill set. 
     I’ve always had a lot of complex feelings about being an artist, especially over 
the past few years. I’ve struggled with my identity as a person throughout my 
high school career which influenced my art greatly. There were times where I 
wondered if I could even consider myself an artist, due to having long periods 
of not creating art. But I’ve learned through my time in the art department that 
being an artist is what you make of it and there are lots of ways to be an artist.
     Art has and will always be an important aspect of my life, but I also enjoy 
helping others. I’m studying psychology and art at UW-Madison starting this 
fall. I want to become an art therapist in the future and help others through the 
power of art.

Mabel Thaden 
     Ceramics for me has been by far the most frustrating and 
time consuming class of my senior year, yet it has given me 
more personal fulfillment than any of my previous classes 
combined. That’s why I consider it a passion of mine, no 
matter how much work I put it, I will always receive more 
back. I am by no means the best sculptor, thrower, glazer, 
etc., but you don’t have to be the best at something to have a 
passion for it. 
     Throwing, in particular, has allowed me to manage 
my stress and anger in a safe non harmful way, which 
is soooo helpful as a senior. I started to learn how to be 
patient with myself and others because of the clay. I learned 
how to balance recklessness and control with glazing and 
decorating. I learned to start to overcome my little fears by 

remaking something as many times as I need. In many 
ways ceramics has served as a kind of guided meditation 
or therapy that I would never have had the interest to 
take. 
     What I have received goes beyond just the physical 

manifestation of my labour, but that is not to undercut 
the value I hold in the ceramic pieces themself. It’s kinda 
priceless to have something you made that sits on your 
bookshelf or nightstand, plus it make for affordable 
decorating. There is also a placelessness in giving art to 
friends and family, no one can buy or make anything like 
that piece, it becomes special and irreplaceable.
     Fine art classes educate you in a completely different 
way than other courses at school. All projects are open-
ended and allow for a lot more personal as well as world 
exploration. Let’s just say I don’t think about my insecurities 
and tendencies while doing calculus or reading a history 
textbook. Of course not everyone will benefit in the same 
way, but still I hope every student can find a passion that lets 
you talk to yourself. 

“ I keep looking for Mabel’s hidden hammock in the ceram-

ics studio...I swear, she may just be living there! It has been 

a great treat to watch Mabel forge such a powerful and au-

thentic connection with the most fabulous of art materials: 

clay! She has explored sculpture, wheel throwing and even 

clay’s commercial potential. Her thoughtful ruminations 

and reflections have allowed me access to a very special 

mind. Sharing a creative studio with Mabel and getting 

to know her has been a highlight of my school year. And 

to think it all started with a visit during lunch two years 

ago...”  -Mr. Herman

“If I ever found myself in the middle of a zombie 

apocalypse I would want Nuchee by my side. Her 

courageous stance in making sure that the Memo-

rial Animation Club functioned the past couple 

school years was a marvel to watch. I was inspired! 

Nuchee moved forward in her leadership efforts 

even if it meant confronting things which unsettled 

her. I am really proud of her valor, her accom-

plishments and even more proud to have the honor 

of being her teacher. Nuchee, you keep being you 

because you rock!” --Mr. Herman
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Caitlyn Se
     As a scared little freshman, I signed up for the only activity I 
found comfort in: a drawing class. The art classes at Memorial were 
always the highlight of my day. Rushing over to 508, I could always 
expect to be pushed creatively but also have fun tackling projects. 
In the process, I was able to explore an unknown artistic side. From 
clay in my hair to spilled water, learning new mediums was never 
easy, but the ultimate takeaway from my art classes is that problem 
solving and effort are the key to improve creatively and technically.  
During my years at Memorial, I was lucky enough to have Ms. Rie-
dle, Mr. Herman, and Mr. Newland shape my artistic journey. While 
I could always count on receiving help or advice, Mr. Herman would 
let me mess up throwing mugs and Mr. Newland would let me ex-
plore different drawing ideas because messing up is always a learning 
opportunity. Like every Memorial art student, whenever I stepped 
into their classrooms, I felt like I was a part of an art family because 
I knew each of them cared about not only helping me grow as an 
artist but me, as a person. Thank you for making my art experience 
at Memorial the most memorable part of high school. I’m looking 
forward to my next chapter at UW Madison. 

Beatrice Naujalyte
 To tell you the truth, I was a little surprised to be featured as a 
significant senior artist. I guess I forget sometimes that photography, 
videography, and graphic design count as art, too, and that I don’t neces-
sarily need to be skilled with a pencil and paints in order to be classified an 
“artist”.
     I’ve loved taking photos since I was little. My parents always talk about 
how I used to wander around family gatherings with a tiny point-and-
shoot camera in hand. I was just taking seemingly random snaps of the 
furniture and the dishes on the table, but when they’d finally get their cam-
era back they’d be surprised to find photos that were actually good! I’m not 
sure how true this is, though - they’re my parents, so they’ll always say nice 
things about my photos. At the very least, it was clear that I was drawn to 
the camera from a young age!
     My first art class here at Memorial was Photo I with Mr. Frontier, and 
it was there that I saw that taking photos could be more than just a pastime 
but a serious skill to develop and grow in. From there, I went on to take 
Video I and II, Photo II, and Digital Imagery. Each class built on my skills, 
helped me to grow my portfolio, and challenged me to experiment with 
styles and techniques I would have never otherwise tried.
     High school is a place to figure out your passion and while I’d say my 
interests are still pretty broad, if my involvement in the art department, 
the Sword & Shield, and Spartan News has taught me anything, it is that 
whatever I end up doing with my future, I just want to be making things.
     Next year I will be taking a gap year, during which I hope to travel and 
spend plenty of time exploring photography and filmmaking. After that, I 
would love to study Digital Media and Communications, but I’m open to 
changing my path based on my experiences in the upcoming year and I’m 
excited to see where art takes me!

Beatrice Naujalyte’s passion for photography and vide-

ography is evident in the quality of her work.  Beatrice’s 

growth as a creative artist has been amazing to watch. Her 

willingness to spend extra time creating, editing, refining, 

and finishing those ideas has helped her create an impressive 

body of work.  Her contributions to the JMM Community as 

a creator for the Sword and Shield, Spartan News,

and the Senior Video can not be overlooked.  

--Mr. Frontier

“I could always be certain that no matter the challenge, no matter what I threw at her or how-

ever grand my expectations – Caitlyn would find a way to exceed them.  She’s that rare blend 

of skill, humility, and work ethic that makes me so very excited to see where her future takes 

her.” --Mr. Newland
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Tim Zhang
 From a young age, art classes were my favorite part 
of school. I enjoyed art because I really didn’t like the other 
classes. Art was always different and nice break of academics 
which I loved. Art was always a hobby and interest of mine, 
but until Memorial, I hadn’t really grown artistically or ex-
panded into other mediums besides graphite. 
 I started doing art freshman year when I took Draw-
ing with Newland. Before this, I only had been doing little 
sketches and drawings of cars or animals. At first, Newland’s 
class seemed like a lot to handle but after taking 5 of his 
classes I have learned so much and improved drastically. The 
way he teaches does not focus on what the grade is going to 
be, but if you have improved as an artist. He gets to know 
each student’s skill level individually and he frequently chats 
one on one with them to help them improve their technique. 
That being said, it also goes for the rest of the teachers in 
the JMM art department, each one of them cares about the 
success of their students. The art department has such a wel-
coming and approachable environment, with such a diverse 
group of students and staff everyone is a friendly face to one 
another.  
 As my time at JMM are coming to a close, I’m am 
grateful to have been a part of the amazing art department 
and gotten to know so many wonderful and talented artists. 
As for next fall, I will be attending Iowa State to study archi-
tecture and pursue a career in design. 

Samuel Baseman
     I’ve always been a teeny bit competitive. In 7th grade I 
looked over at my friend Gwen drawing impressive char-
acters and expressive faces and thought to myself, “Oh man 
that is something. Dang. That is a real life goal right there. 
I want to do that. I want to do that but better. I should 
start doing that. Now.” It was somewhere around that time 
that I dedicated myself to trying to improve, struggling to 
push past the stick figures and eyeballs I had doodled in my 
notebooks, but it wasn’t until I entered my freshman draw-
ing class that I truly began to get myself up and oriented 
towards a tangible goal. 
     The Memorial art department is truly something else. 
Just standing in those rooms and soaking in the atmo-
sphere is enough to make you want to create something. 
I threw myself into art like a plate of spaghetti at a brick 
wall, taking on as many classes and extra projects as I could 
in the hopes that I’d finally learn enough to be good at art. 
In trying to get better and better, I ended up developing a 
love for art and a deep respect for the work that both the 
students and teachers do to make the art department such 
an amazing place. I value each and every one of my friends 
I’ve made in the art department, as I would be a shell of 
who I am now if it weren’t for them. I owe everything to 
these wonderful people, and especially to my art teachers, 
for helping me figure out who I am and what I want to do 
with my future. 

“Sam is set apart from the crowd by more than just his flowing locks. He’s a 

creative wellspring, and his abilities have grown by leaps and bounds since 

freshmen year – it only leaves me eager to see where his skills will be in 

another four years! I’ll certainly miss sharing an art studio with him and his 

unflappable, warm personality.” --Mr. Newland

 College is 
a terrify-
ing pros-
pect, but I 
haven’t lost 
my sense of 
optimism 
yet, so I’m 
going to 
do my best 
to pursue 
a career in 
art, either 
producing 
full time or 
teaching, 
in hopes of 
emulating 
the posi-
tive impact my teachers have had on me.  The Memorial art 
department feels like a second home and family to me, so 
graduating and moving out will be twice as difficult to bear, 
but you’ve gotta step outside your house at some point. The 
future is intimidating for sure, but ultimately it’s just one big 
brick wall, and I’ve still got plenty of spaghetti left to throw. 

“Tim’s self-effacing attitude belies his many strengths. Though quick 

to laugh off a compliment, I can think of few in the department as 

good-humored, as talented, or as dependable as Tim.” --Mr. Newland
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Cesar 
Gomez 
     High school was not easy at all but thanks to the Memorial Art 
Department I found a way to distract myself from my stress life at 
home and at school. I’ve always had a passion for art but I had never 
explored the different types until I got to Memorial. Thought out 
high school I took several art classes like Drawing 1 and 2, Digital 
Imagery, Animation, Digital Art, Ceramics 1, and, Yearbook. Being 
able to spend time in the Art Department has be a great experience. 
It was a place where I would forget about my regular classes and got 
time to do what I loved to do. I have been able to meet people that 
I would never talk to. The Art Department also made it clear to me 
what I want to study in college. When entering high school I had a 
bit of an idea of what I wanted to study in college. But, thanks to the 
JMM Art Department I was able to explore my interests in Graphic 
Design. This upcoming fall I will be attending Edgewood College with 
a major in Graphic Design and a minor in marketing. Thank you to 
Mr. Newland, Mr. Herman, Ms. Riedle, and Ms. Parris Ford for being 
helping me out on my high school journey.

Luke Jenn
     Before I came to Memorial, I enjoyed art, but never felt like it was 
an essential part of my life. I knew I liked making things, but I had no 
idea how I could turn it into a career. The first semester of my freshman 
year, I took Mr. Herman’s animation class, and it opened my eyes to 
the world of digital art. The following year, I joined Animation Squad, 
which brought me together with others who were passionate about 
animation, helped me improve my animation skills, and (for better or for 
worse) forced me to improve my time management. When we presented our animation at the end of the year at FilmFest, 
I realised that Memorial’s community of video art was larger than I could have ever imagined. Junior and Senior years I 
took both video classes with Mr. Frontier as well as Drawing 1 with Mr. Newland. All these teachers helped me expand 
upon what I had learned and supported me in experimenting with different mediums. This fall, I will be going to DePaul 
University in Chicago for a degree in visual effects. The Memorial art department has been a very supportive community 
for me and I hope to find other people like them in college and beyond.  

John Hendrickson 
     I never thought I was the creative type until I got to Memorial. The first 
art class I took at JMM was Photography with Mr. Frontier and I found 
that I had a talent for photography and photo editing. I found a new hobby 
that I was pretty good at. Then the hobby turned into a passion my sopho-
more year, when I started writing, filming, and editing my own videos. As I 
kept making more and more videos I knew that I wanted to go into film in 
college. Then Senior year I improved my photoshop and illustrating skills 
in yearbook. Yearbook has been my favorite art class i’ve taken in high 
school and Ms. TPF made it the most fun class my senior year. I got the 
chance to help create something that the whole school would see and that’s 
huge. After graduating this year I am going to be attending UW- Milwau-
kee where I will be continuing working in video and graphic design.

John was one of the few yearbook students in 7th hour with actual photography experience, which 

was invaluable. His willingness to connect with both the hour he was in as well as visit the other 

class to make sure we were all in sync was appreciated, not only by me but his peers. He was voted 

MVP by both yearbook classes. I’m so proud of the work John did. I know between his artistic talents 

(he made the yearbook cover) and his leadership skills (he was the Editor-in-Chief), he will go far 

in life-- where ever he wants... John, the world is yours!- TPF

The work we do in yearbook is really selfless and must be inclusive 

and always with the school in mind, so the mindset is really different 

and that was just fine with Cesar. He worked tirelessly to do much of 

the work no one else wanted to do. He created some awesome artwork 

also (clubs divider) and kept the clubs section organized and did the 

job without complaint! While he is a talented artist & photographer, 

I really appreciated his ablitly to work behind the scenes to make sure 

everything was in order. Thank you! -TPF

Luke Jenn is a meticulous craftsperson, who has taken his art of animation and storytelling 

to an extraordinary level. The time and attention to detail that he applies to his work helps 

him create highly polished animation and video work. His animation work far surpasses 

what many would expect from an artist his age.  --Mr. Frontier
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Alexa Rademacher 
     My artistic journey began all the way back in 
kindergarten, where I’d spend our class free time making 
drawings with as much detail as possible. When I was 
picking classes for my freshman year, I knew right away 
that I wanted to take art classes. I’d gone to the electives 
night and saw the Art Department and was immediately 
certain I would fit right in. After taking Art Experiences 
and Digital Imagery my freshman year I realized that I 
had a passion for digital art. I really 
like how Photoshop can bring a 
simple piece of artwork to life. I 
also enjoy being able to try different 
ideas without having to worry about 
ruining the piece because I can just 
get rid of what I’ve done. I took 
Graphic Design my sophomore year 
where I was really able to explore my 
art style. For the past two years I’ve 
been in an independent study redoing 
the large art panels in the school 
library.
     I’m incredibly grateful for my 
time spent in the Memorial Art 
Department. The space really fosters 
creativity and gives students a chance 
to try a new art style without fear 
of judgement. The art teachers are 
all very encouraging and facilitate 
creative growth. I’ve been lucky 
enough to take classes with almost 

Aiden Johnson 
     I always was involved in art as a kid, but I never found an art form that I 
was proud of. I was never great at drawing or painting, but I enjoyed cre-
ating art. I signed up for Photo 1without any knowledge of photography. I 
knew from the first project that I had finally found my art form. After Photo 
1, I made it my mission to have a photography class with Mr. Frontier in my 
schedule, in some form, all four years of my High School career. I took photo 
1, 2, 3, and created my own independent study to guarantee that I was in 
the photo lab each year. Photography is an outlet for me. It is a way for me 
to express myself while capturing the world around me. It is easy to become 
lost in the lighting, the angles, the model’s poses, choice of background, and 
every small decision that adds up to create one image. Photography is such a 
diverse art form which leaves so much for me to explore. With each project, 
I am reminded of how much I do not know and how much there is to learn. 
It leaves me excited for my next project. I will continue my pursuit of pho-
tography at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities as well as through my 
own projects and shoots in a new city full of new ideas and opportunities. I 
would not have found my passion for photography without the help of Mr. 
Frontier. Thehour I spent in his classroom was the best part of my day. His 
enthusiasm and passion for photography made me more excited for each 
new project. It is not only his love for the art form, but it is the love he has 
for teaching it to others that makes the photography classes at Memorial 
amazing. He pushed and encouraged me to produce my best work, no matter 
the circumstance. He gave me advice that improved my work and helped me 
gain confidence in the work I wasdoing. Finally, he made me proud of what 
I was producing. Thank you Mr. Frontier for everything you have done to 
help me. I would not be where I am today without you. The photo lab will 
always be one of my safe havens.

Alexa asked me about being a TA a couple of years 

ago and all I could think is that she needed to spend 

that time creating something amazing because of her 

amazing talents. We decided to work on replacing 

the dated artwork in the LMC and she had the 

time--2 years. She stuck with it, and I’m pretty sure 

it will be up for the next 30 years. I’m so proud of 

her accomplishment and it’s my hope that students 

will enjoy Alexa’s art for generations. I know great 

things are in store for her future. --TPF

all of the art teachers and I’d really like to thank Ms. Parris 
Ford for all her help. I really grew as an artist in her Graphic 
Design class. She encouraged me to enter my art into art 
contests and display my art, which has been really impactful 
for me as an artist. All her tips and patience while redoing 
the library art were incredibly helpful and her belief that I 
could handle this large of a project was super critical to my 
success.

     Besides digital art, I’m also into 
making zentangles. I discovered this 
passion during Art Experiences my 
freshman year. Although my time at 
Memorial is coming to an end, my 
artistic journey isn’t ending anytime 
soon. Even though I’m attending 
UW to study civil engineering, I’m 
still going to continue and make art. 
I’m going to be living in The Studio, 
which is the art living and learning 
community at UW, so art will continue 
to be a major part of my life far into the 
future. 

Aidan Johnson has become an amazing photographer 

during her time in the JMM Art Department.  Aidan uses 

her creative and conceptual skills to plan, shoot, and edit 

some of the strongest photo work created by students in 

the past several years.   She is an independent, self-moti-

vated, hard worker who will be successful in whatever she 

puts her mind to in the future. Its been an honor having 

her in class. --Mr Frontier
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First Last Where are you going?
Gregory Aksenov UW-Milwaukee
Ruqayah Alkhrsa Madison College
Yanci Almonte Edgewood College 
Yoccelyn Armenta Madison College
Megan Arttus Madison College
Sam Baeseman UW Stout
Santiago Barquin UW-Madison
Joshua Barth UW-Madison
Daemiontae Bates Harvard University
Patrick Bates UW Platteville
Maddie Beglinger University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
Cole Bell UW-Madison
Adam Bergman Northern Michigan University 
Barrett Bernards UW Lacrosse
James Berthoud Washington University in St. Louis
Abhinav Bipin UW-Madison
Malia Bissen University of Notre Dame
Dhruv Biswas UW-Madison
Sophie Blumenstein Brown University
Jackson Bogenrief Uw-Whitewater 
Michael Brudos UW-Madison
Mitchell Brunmeier Madison College
Felix Busby Madison College
Owen Busse Cornell College, Iowa
Haoyu Cai Pennsylvania State University
Carly Carruthers Madison College
Aman Chahal Edgewood College
Hailey Collins University of Illinois Springfield
Lilly Crochet American Musical and Dramatic Academy
Natalie Denlinger Drumm Oregon State University
Sarah Dolezal Madison College
Avonlea Durtschi Madison College
Sarah Eckhardt UW-Madison
Cade Ellingson Benedictine University
Maya Elliott Madison College
Morgan Esser UW Lacrosse
Hannah Farnham UW-Stevens Point
Tianna Farquhar Madison College
Connor Fitzgerald Minnesota State University, Mankato
Delaney Fitzgerald La Crosse
Cory Forbes Marquette University
Brandon Fox University of St.Thomas
Marcela Gama UW- Green Bay
Matthew Gartland Denver University
Harrison Gillespie Umass Lowell
Danny Gillman UW-Madison
Cesar Gomez Edgewood college 
Noah Gonring University of Notre Dame
Ethan Gonzales UW-Madison
Caroline Gosselin University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Anna Graniero University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Luke Gromacki Madison College
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Sophie Guthier UW-Madison
Breeah Hawkins Madison College
Zion Hefty Grinnell College
Gwenyth Heidinger UW Baraboo 
John Hendrickson UW-Milwaukee
Celia Herman St. Norbert College
Rebekah Hershberger Valparaiso University
J Higgins Gap Year
Liam Higgins Madison College
Logan Hinterberg UW- Stevens Point
Thomas Hosseini UW-Madison
Joel Hulsether-Brugge Northern Michigan University
Nia Jackson Madison College
Rashaan Jackson Alcorn State University
Luke Jenn DePaul University
Joey Jensen UW-Stevens Point
Andrew Jiang UCLA
Angela Jimenez UW-Madison
Aidan Johnson University of Minnesota Twin Cities 
Kyle Jungers Edgewood college 
Mary Kaldor Penn State
Marina Kallias Madison College
Meghana Kalluri UW-Madison
Daina Kalnina DePaul University
Jadah Kelly Madison College
Garrett Kennedy University of Alabama
Ann Kerr UW-Madison
Neil Khanna UW Lacrosse
Karsten Knoche UW-Eau Claire
Taylor Koehl UW Stevens Point
Nana-Kwesi Konadu Rice
Jacob Larget University of Notre Dame
Kari Larsen University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Morten Lee University of Chicago
Hannah Levenstein University of Redlands
Kunsel Lhamo UW-Madison
Deney Li Duke University
Megan Li Northeastern University
Youngben Lim UW-Madison
Parker Lindauer Northern Michigan University
Vy Luong UW-Madison
Abigail Maier Edgewood College
Bryan Martinez-Arce Madison College
Meghan McMahon University of St. Thomas
Moulik Mehta UW-Madison
Laura Meyer UW-Madison
Chris Miller UW-Madison
Kara Mohar UW Platteville 
Areli Montes Madison College
Kaley Morgan Alabama 
Claire Moses UW-Milwaukee
Vladyslava Nechval UW-Madison
Pearl Nemecek UW Milwaukee
Dexter Neustadt UW Whitewater 
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Carter Niesen UW Oshkosh
Joni Olson UW Platteville
Rahima Osman UW-Madison
Matthew Parker UW-Madison
Shamik Patro UW Whitewater
Zack Paulsen Minnesota State University Mankato
La'Nasia Pearson Madison College
Emil Pellett UW-Madison
Madelyn Peppard Alverno College 
Maisie Peters Miami University
Haley Peterson Madison College
Charlie Pimienta UW-Madison
Nallely Pineda-Ortiz UW-Madison 
Geoffrey Pomraning Caltech
Alexa Rademacher UW-Madison
Claire Reid The University of Notre Dame
Ivie-Adiva Rhyne UW-Madison
Cole Ringeisen UW-Eau Claire
Joseph Ritter Bethany Lutheran College
Samantha Roberts UW Stout
Makena Romines UW Lacrosse
Kayla Ruplinger UW Milwaukee
Tarek Saber UW-Madison
Anusha Sahai Cornell University
Imaad Said Brown University
Anika Samanta University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Jaskiran Sandhu UW-Madison
Shruti Sathish University of Richmond
Noah Sawicki UW-Madison
Dryden Schaefer UW Lacrosse
Adam Schmidt University of Puget Sound
Caitlyn Se UW-Madison
Elliot Shager Milwaukee
Ruchi Shah UW-Madison
Michelle Shou Cornell University
Jana Simmerman UW-Oshkosh
Aidan Simpson UW-Madison
Abbey Smith Madison College
Jordan Smith UW-Whitewater
Will Smith Madison College
Peter sorge UW-Madison
Allison Spielman Western Illinois university 
Will Sprout Carroll University 
Tenzin Tadhey UW-Madison
Amsha Talati UW-Madison
Noel Tautges UW Milwaukee
Guillermo Tellez UW-Madison
Ali Thome-Hough University of Wisconsin - River Falls
Tuong Tran UW-Madison
Stephanie Trask Michigan state 
Omar Trejo Harvard 
Lhaki Tsering UW-Milwaukee
Nina Vaccaro University of Dayton
Leah Vredenbregt University of Missouri
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Aeron Vue Madison College
Benjamin Wadzinski UW-Madison
Maddie Wakeen Edgewood college
Max Walters University of St. Thomas
Ryan Weinbach UW-Madison
Dalyla Welch UW Milwaukee 
Kristen Wendtland I am not sure
Jeremiah Williams University of Arizona
Abby Wilson University of Iowa
Hannah Zhai Carnegie Mellon University
Tim Zhang Iowa State
Stephanie Salgado UW-Madison
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Gregory Aksenov; “Sometimes all you need is a good dad 
joke to succeed.”
Ruqayah Alkhrsa; “Yo dreams, let’s be dope.”
Yoccelyn Armenta; “The one who say ‘you can’t’ are too 
afraid you will.” –Nike
Sam Baeseman; “What if there was a secret number that 
came after 10? Oh wait that’s 11.” –Paul
Joshua Barth; “We din’t come here to play school.” -Cardale 
Jones
Daemiontae Bates; “Bruh, we graduated just to go to school 
again.”
Patrick Bates; “I’ll get around to it sometime soon, trust me, 
I’ve got this.”
Cole Bell; “Let it RIP.” - JMM Swim Team
Barrett Bernards; “The following quote is a lie.”
James Berthoud; “Walk it off.” - Casey Hopp
Jackson Bogenrief; “Get On The Line, We’re running 
Miami’s.”-Coach Harris
Michael Brudos; “This can’t possibly work... Nevermind!”
Mitchell Brunmeier; “Do a good  turn daily-Lord Baden 
Powell
Haoyu Cai.”; “The Virtuoso”
Aman Chahal; “Yes, I am a man.”
Hailey Collins; “The reason we’re successful, darling? My 
overall charisma, of course.” -Freddie Mercury
Lilly Crochet; “I do what I want.”
Louis Digon; “The more you sweat in practice, the less you 
bleed in battle.”
Sarah Eckhardt; “All good things are wild and free.” Henry 
David Thoreau
Maya Elliott; “Hey guys, it’s me Maya!”
Hannah Farnham; “I am ready to face any challenge that 
might be foolish enough to face me.” -Dwight Schrute
Connor Fitzgerald; “Giannis for MVP.”
Delaney Fitzgerald; “Wait what?”
Cory Forbes; “There is some good in this world, and it’s 
worth fighting for.” 
Brandon Fox; “Don’t get in bar fights at age 5, just ask my 
jaw.”
Ana Gabriela; “You are gold baby, solid gold.”
Marcela Gama; “I have many talents, math just didn’t happen 
to be one of them.”
Harrison Gillespie; “God yeeteth and god yoinketh away”
Danny Gillman; “Wishin’ I was knee deep in the water 
somewhere.” - Zac Brown Band
Cesar Gomez; “It’s pronounced “Say-Zar” not Caesar.”
Luke Gromacki; “Balls to the wall”
Sophie Guthier; “Environmental issues are everybody’s 
issues.”
Breeah Hawkins; “Why play tag when I’ve been it”
Celia Herman; “Make yourself happy!”
Rebekah Hershberger; “I just like to smile. Smiling’s my 
favorite.” -Buddy the Elf
J Higgins; “It’s time to stop.”
Liam Higgins; “Try your best.”

Logan Hinterberg; “I’ll keep all my emotions right here, and 
then one day, I’ll die.” -John Mulaney
Thomas Hosseini; “The night is young.”
Joel Hulsether-Brugge; “Link Nut”
Rashaan Jackson; “I started high school with straight A’s, 
and now I’m not even straight.”
Luke Jenn; “No, you’re not my father.”
Andrew Jiang; “This ain’t it chief.”
Aidan Johnson; “The human world... it’s a mess” -Sebastian 
from The Little Mermaid
Kyle Jungers; “If life throws you a curveball, hit it 450 dead 
center.”
Mary Kaldor; “Ask me about my little lamb.”
Marina Kallias; “My main goal is to blow up and then act 
like i don’t know nobody.”
Jadah Kelly; “Why fall in love when you can fall asleep?”
Garrett Kennedy; “Rake it up.”
Neil Khanna; “We outya.”
Nana-Kwesi Konadu; “Meet me at the summit.”
Jacob Larget; “When everything seems to be going against 
you, remember that the airplane takes off against the wind, 
not with it.”
Kari Larsen; “Why would anyone run for fun?” –Me four 
years ago
Morten Lee; “Scoop-diddy-whoop, Whoop-di-scoop.”
Hannah Levenstein; “It’s Hannah, not Hannah.”
Kunsel Lhamo; “Just graduated or whateva :P”
Deney Li; “Don’t be anal about it.” -Mrs. Comins
Megan Li; “Make everyday count!”
Youngben Lim; “Being super positive is dumb, but being 
super sad is also dumb.”
Lily Lowndes; “My only regret is not being taller.”
Vy Luong; *Vy has graduated from the chat*
Abigail Maier; “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it 
happened.”
Bryan Martinez-Arce; “I’m focused on being the best, and 
making history.”
Meghan McMahon; “Life is full of choices. I choose to be 
Happy.”
Moulik Mehta; “Don’t celebrate too early...or do...your 
choice.”
Laura Meyer; “If the mind believes, the body achieves.”
Chris Miller; “’’You miss 100% of the shots you do not take’ 
-Wayne gretzky’ -Michael Scott” -Chris Miller
Kara Mohar; “Always” -Severus Snape
Areli Montes; “I don’t got x’s, I got y ‘s like why the hell I 
dated you.”
Beatrice Naujalyte; “Do one thing every day that scares you” 
- Eleanor Roosevelt
Vladyslava Nechval; “It’s ok if you don’t like me, not 
everyone has good taste.”
Dexter Neustadt; “Well that didn’t go as planned.”
Joni Olson; “People say nothing is impossible, but I do 
nothing every day!”
Rahima Osman; “I went 4 years of highs school without a 
bad hair day.”
Matthew Parker; “From the dumpy potato to the succulent 
French fry, nothing satisfies hunger quite like food” - Ken M
Shamik Patro; “How can the sky be the limit when there are 
footsteps on the moon?”
Zack Paulsen; “Full Send or No Send.”
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Madelyn Peppard; “Would I rather be feared or loved? Easy, 
both. I want people to be afraid of how much they love me.” 
-Michael Scott
Haley Peterson; “If you stumble in life make it part of the 
routine.”
Nallely Pineda-Ortiz; “Life’s a party and I’m the pinata.”
Damajh’a pollard; “It’s not over.”
Geoffrey Pomraning; “My name is Ozymandias, King of 
Kings. Look upon my works ye mighty and despair.”
Alexa Rademacher; “Determine to live life with flair and 
laughter.”
Claire Reid; “Are you from Kenya... because Kenya not?”
Cole Ringeisen; “I want to be a human being not a human 
doing” -Scatman John
Joseph Ritter; “Another writing 
assignment...nuts.”
Samantha Roberts; “I’m UW stOUT of 
here.”
Makena Romines; “Yes I am tall, no I don’t 
play basketball.”
Kayla Ruplinger; “I just like to smile. 
Smiling’s my favorite.” -Buddy the Elf
Imaad Said; “I’m not superstitious, but I 
am a little stitious.” -Michael Scott
Stephanie Salgado: “Nevertheless the 
immigrant persisted.”
Jaskiran Sandhu; “Little brown girl is out” 
- Liza Koshy
Noah Sawicki; “Alhamdulillah.”
Adam Schmidt; “Get the facts first, then 
distort them as you please.”
Caitlyn Se; “My last name may be Se, but I 
got those A’s.”
Elliot Shager; “Link Nut”
Ruchi Shah; “Do you have your exit 
buddy?”
Jana Simmerman; “Find a reason to laugh 
everyday.”
Aidan Simpson; “Hard work pays off.”
Abbey Smith; “Tomorrow hopes we have 
learned something from yesterday.” - John 
Wayne
Peter Sorge; “Why have 1 when you can 
have 2.”
Will Sprout; “See Ball Hit Ball, Grip it and 
Rip it, Gonna have to send it for the boys.”
Tenzin Tadhey; “Nothing beats gaming, 
well except family.”
Noel Tautges; “What, you egg? [stabs 
him]” - First Murderer, Macbeth
Mira Tcherneva; “Aim High, Fly-Fight-
Win”
Guillermo Tellez; “Viva cada minuto como 
si fuera tu ultimo”
Tuong Tran; “Wait, that’s due?”
Stephanie trask; “Be happy for this 
moment, this moment is your life.”
Lhaki Tsering; “Lol, Bye.”
Julieta Villordo; “We should of deported 
Mary Anne MacLeod Trump”
Leah Vredenbregt; “Any article is a cover story if you fold 

the right way.”
Aeron Vue; “If life gives you lemons, throw it back at life.”
Maddie Wakeen; “Life isn’t fair, it’s just fairer than death 
that’s all.” -The Princess Bride
Max Walters; “Good, better, best, never rest until your good 
is better and your better is best.”
Ryan Weinbach; “If you like water, you already like 72% of 
me.”
Kristen Wendtland; “Don’t worry be Happy.”
Peter Whayland; “I’m just waiting for the day,when all the 
hatred will just fade, and you can look around world and 
always see a happy face.”
Jeremiah Williams; “Trying is the first step towards failure.”
Tim Zhang; “Cya later alligator”

Offer valid until 6/14/2019. New members only. 1 Minimum to open a Student Free Checking is $25. Student Free Checking requires a primary savings account. Primary savings 
account: minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 4/1/2019 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum to obtain APY is $25. 2 $10 cash bonus will 
be deposited to your account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income and are subject to a 1099 tax reporting. 3 See SummitCreditUnion.com/Laptop 
for complete details. © Summit Credit Union 2019.

Insured by NCUA

MACBOOK PRO
or MICROSOFT
SURFACE BOOK

3

(your choice!)

and a chance to win a new
OPEN A STUDENT free  CHECKING ACCOUNT 1 AND GET $102



www.jmmswordandshield.com24

Congratulations to Our Retiring Teachers!
Retired Teachers!

Who are we honoring?
Jill Perez-Guerra
Mark Koerner
Geof Herman
Debra Kosloske
How long have you been 

working for Memorial?

Perez-Guerra: 14 years
Koerner: 16 years
Herman: 22 years (4 as a 
student from ‘73-’77!)
Kosloske: 19 years at JMM, 
30 years at MMSD

What classes/jobs have 

you taught/had?

Perez-Guerra: Health, 
Physical Education, Sports 
Medicine, Backyard 
Coordinator, PBS Coach, 
Safe Schools Grant 
Coordinator, Link Crew 
Coordinator
Koerner: Economics, 
World History, Psychology, 
Ancient Civilizations, 
American government, 
International Relations, 
Study Hall
Herman: Ceramics 1, 
Ceramics 2, Ceramics 3, 
Art 1, Drawing, Interactive 
Design, Computer Art, 
Animation, Commercial 
Art, Art Club, Veterans 
Panel, Student Government, 
Faculty Senate, Alumni 
Recognition Award, 
Sawmill Creek, Path of 
Voices Sculpture, Day 
without Violence, Spring 
and Winter Art Fairs, 
Wilderness Adventure 
Club, Monkey Liberation 
Movement (MLM!), Art 
Department Chair
Kosloske: I’m the “front 
line” person in Student 
Services

What is your favorite 

memory from your time 

at JMM?

Perez-Guerra: The year 
when ~20 staff members 
shaved their heads as an 
enticement to break the 
fundraising record for the 
Light of Life Walk the 
Dahmen Family began here 
at JMM. A JMM student’s 
mom has just recently been 
diagnosed with Pancreatic 
Cancer. It was Homecoming 
Week. There was so much 
love, spirit, remembrance, 
education that

occured that week. I will 
never forget it.
     I also have to mention 
how incredibly blessed I am 
to have had the privilege to 
work with
and call my friend, Bruce 
Dahmen. I knew Bruce for 
over 25 years. He was a 
larger than life man with an 
even bigger heart. He was 
also your toughest critic 
when you needed that kick 
in the butt. It was all done 
with love and respect. I miss 
him daily.
     Shout out to my friends & 
colleagues at JMM. We have 
shared many stories, laughs, 
tears, frustrations and hugs. 
I will miss you all dearly.

Koerner: There are lots of 
good memories. I can’t put 
them in a hierarchy.

Herman: Good goddess/
god/gods/
natural forces, 
this is nearly 
impossible to 
answer! I may 
not remember 
all the times 
that I laughed 
out loud with 
students and 
faculty but I will always 
remember the very natural, 
warm, comfortable and 
happy state I found myself 
luxuriating in when that 
happened. As a teacher we 
get to be a part of another 
person’s evolution into a 
higher state: this is at the 
heart and impetus of being 
an educator. Working with 
a talented group of beloved 
art teachers to develop our 
high school art department 
into one of Wisconsin’s best 
was especially gratifying. 
The Drava Silarasa art 
exhibit hoax was a fabulous 
synergy of student creative 
thinking and artistry. But 
the one teaching experience 
at Memorial that my 
spirit often returns to is 
the 8 day backpacking 
experience I shared hiking 
the Appalachian Trail with a 
group of 11 students during 
the 2014 Spring Break. The 
collectivist nature of this 
intelligent, hardy and playful 
group made for a magical 
experience that will remain 
with me until I become 

worm food.
Kosloske: My “chosen” 
familyhere. Past & present.

What is one thing you are 

looking forward to doing 

in retirement?

Perez-Guerra: Grandma 
duties and rockin’ my new 
venture.

Koerner: Cleaning my 
boots.

Herman: One thing! Do 
you know what you are 
asking?! I can say this, 
there is an essential Geof 
Herman lurking below the 
surface, who has sublimated 
some needs and wants in 
deference to the demands of 
teaching...I am going to drag 
him to the surface, untether 
him and see where his free-
range proclivities take him. I 
can tell you this, he will seek 
to embolden his relationship 
with adventure: a two week 
motorcycle adventure ride 
through the backroads of 
British Columbia leading to 
the Haida Gwaii Islands to 
explore the mythical Golden 
Spruce seems to be a stellar 
way to inaugurate this new 
stage of life. Then I want to 
paint my garage’s interior...

Kosloske: Spending time 
with grandchildren & 
traveling.

Advice to 

students?

Perez-Guerra: 
Have high 
expectations 
for yourself. 
Be accountable 
to you. You 
are worth it. 
Be selfish in 
that regard! Don’t put off 
tomorrow what you can 
do today. BE KIND-I don’t 
remember students for their 
grades-I remember if you 
were kind.

Koerner: Never stop 
studying the French 
Revolution.

Herman: First I encourage 
you to find ways to learn 
what makes you unique, 
and then develop a deep 
appreciation for your 
individuality and potential. 

Secondly, grow an 
admiration for this great 
opportunity of life that 
we have all been given. I 
know this may not be easy, 
and for some doing so is 
incredibly difficult. You 
will learn through time that 
becoming the truest version 
of yourself is your lifelong 
heroic journey; onewhere 
each challenge is more 
than just an obstacle; they 
are opportunities to learn 
more about yourself and 
your world. Mistakes and 
failures are not faults but are 
valuable moments that are 
offered for you to expand 
and advance yourself. Learn 
to persevere, to foster a 
healthy mindset for dealing 
with difficulties, to cut 
yourself some slack when 
things don’t turn out as you 
expect them to, and find 
a network of good people 
(including family) to bolster 
you and help you process 
and solve these challenges of 
life. These aforementioned 
challenges don’t dissipate as 
you get older; they actually 
become more prevalent. 
However, as you wrestle 
and resolve them you also 
become wiser, stronger, and 
more perceptive...you will 
become a more effective 
problem-solver at a faster 
rate than the challenges 
of life present themselves. 
You will evolve into an 
adult who contributes to 
the human experience, who 
prevails through difficulties, 
who has deep and rewarding 
experiences that soak into 
your being’s psyche, and 
you will make your world 
and THE WORLD a better 
place. (Oh, and don’t fear 
aging...it has the potential 
to be the most sublime 
adventure you will ever 
have!).

Kosloske: The only control 
that you have is control of 
yourself.

What is the coolest fact 

from the subject you 

teach?

Perez-Guerra: 
Sternocleidomastoid and 
sustentaculum tali are my 
favorite anatomical vocab 
words.
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Koerner: India has more 
voters than the United 
States has people.

Herman: My main subject 
has been teaching ceramics; 
whether it be functional 
pottery or expressive 
sculpture. One of clay’s 
distinctive abilities is 
it precisely records the 
application of pressure. A 
successful ceramicist learns 
how to read and manipulate 
this material through their 
sense of touch. Ceramics 
is one of 
the few 
disciplines in 
school where 
students 
learn 
through 
their fingers 
which makes 
it a valuable 
and natural experience due 
to a significant portion of 
our brain being dedicated 
to our sense of touch. Just 
check out an image of the 
sensory homunculus and 
this will make more sense to 
you.

Kosloske: You have to keep 
self control while dealing 
with anything that comes 
into the office.

What s your most 

embarrassing teaching/

working moment?

Perez-Guerra: When I 
began my career, I was 
teaching a wrestling unit. All 
of a sudden the bell rang to 
end class. Everyone stopped 
what they were doing and 
looked at me. I gasped and 
thought what am I going to 
do now? They will all be late 
to their next class. I just said 
“woops” and I would take 
care of it. They responded 
with, “can we just stay here 
and keep “playing”? Warmed 
my heart that high schoolers 
were having fun “playing” in 
phy ed class.
     This one just happened 
a few weeks ago. I was 
outlining the knee anatomy 
with a pen on a student. 
When I finished and he 
extended his knee on the 
table, the class started 
giggling. We giggle all the 
time so didn’t think much 
of it until I looked at his 
knee again I had clearly just 
drawn a scrotum and penis 

on his knee. LOL!

Koerner: There are lots of 
embarrassing memories. 
I can’t put them in a 
hierarchy.

Herman: I designate one 
day of the year as a “Break 
Pattern” day for me. As a 
result I drastically alter at 
least one of my normal daily 
patterns. Some examples 
are: driving to work the 
entire way in reverse and 
speaking only in Klingon. 
My most embarrassing 
moment occurred on one 
of my “Break Pattern” days: 
instead of my usual healthy 
breakfast I ate a family 
sized bag of of Skittles 
floating in 16 ounces of 
Mountain Dew in one of 
my overly large ceramic 
bowls. Later that day, when 
I was demonstrating to my 
Ceramics 3 course how to 
throw a large form with 
volume my stomach quickly 
became upset and I ended up 
throwing up into the near 
finished form on the potters 
wheel in front of me. Seeing 
that as a teachable moment 
I started a discussion on 
the importance of usable 
volume. I also noted how 
the Skittles held their 
color which allowed me 
to naturally pivot to the 
important art element of 
color. I know students 
learned a lot during that 
demonstration!

Kosloske: While enrolling 
a new family into JMM, a 
mouse decided to run in & 
out of the closet & to explore 
the front office area. (Stay 
calm & keep your cool!)

What is your favorite 

snack?

Perez-Guerra: chips & dips, 
anything chocolate

Koerner: Slim Jim’s

Herman: Whole grain bagel 
with natural peanut butter, 
ripe banana and large glass 
of OJ/pineapple juice

Kosloske: Popcorn & 
Peanuts

What is your favorite 

season?

Perez-Guerra: Summer

Koerner: Summer

Herman: Summer

Kosloske: Fall

What is your favorite 

event that Memorial puts 

on?

Perez-Guerra: I enjoy all of 
them.

Koerner: Locker cleanout.

Herman: I am biased 
to favor the events that 
celebrate the arts at 
Memorial---there are not 
enough of them---but I 
have a special place in my 
heart for the Winter and 
Spring Art Fairs. These 
events bring together so 
many facets of the Memorial 
community in an even 
that fosters lots of smiles, 
positive vibes and happiness. 
Many former students come 
back to sell a these shows, 
work the shows and to 
shop---their connections to 
the school are often fostered 
and reinforced by this. The 
high school artists who 
participate by selling their 
art at these sales have the 
unique chance to experience 
how art can live and breathe 
as a commodity. As an 
aside a personal favorite 
homespun event is the 
creation of the Memorial 
“Khyber Pass” through the 
southwest snowbanks by 
Mr. Spence. I always dug 
the thinking and creative 
impulse that fostered it!

Kosloske: Latinos Unidos 
Dance

Who is your favorite 

musical artist?

Perez-Guerra: The Beatles

Koerner: Lyrics: 
Pete Seeger. 
Voice: Linda 
Ronstadt

Herman: I can’t 
declare one, 
sorry. Too many 
factors. But I 
can share that 
my music tastes 
and appreciations have 
been expanded by brothers 
Cam and Julian Kudich, 
Ike Sriskandarajah, Connor 
Despain and many other 
students current and past. 
One of the many benefits 
of working with cool and 
hip young music lovers 

is that my music palette 
is constantly growing in 
breadth and depth. My 
sincere thanks to all of you!

Kosloske: Now 
THAT depends on the 
moment...I’m all over the 
board.

What is at the top of your 

bucket list?

Perez-Guerra: Travel the 
World-perhaps the Seven 
Wonders?

Koerner: Already 
completed.

Herman: Wow, good 
question with many 
potential options. I don’t 
have a “bucket list” per se, 
but I would like to return 
to Japan where I would 
backpack and ride the rails 
through its main islands 
with my final destination 
being the northernmost 
island of Hokkaido where 
the most rebellious factions 
of Japan’s population 
live. Japan’s culture is 
profound and fascinating; 
the people purposeful and 
approachable; the landscape 
stunning and alluring. 
The Japanese philosophies 
regarding beauty (Wabi 
sabi), our reason for being 
(Ikgai) and the code of 
honor (Bushido) all propose 
indispensable mindsets to 
approach and experience 
life. Bluewater diving 
with Humpback or Sperm 
whaleswould be a close 
second.

Kosloske: To tour Ireland & 
to sleep in a “haunted” castle.

Breakfast, lunch, or 

dinner?

Perez-Guerra: Breakfast

Koerner: Dinner

Herman: Breakfast

Kosloske: Breakfast

Morning or night 

person?

Perez-Guerra: Morning 
person

Koerner: Night person

Herman: Morning person

Kosloske: Night person
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The class of 2019 at Memorial had one 12 season athlete, 
Abbey Maier. In her career, Abbey participated in vol-

leyball, basketball, track & field, and soccer as a freshman, 
where she accomplished many things. Next year. Abbey 

plans on continuing her academic and volleyball career at 
Edgewood College. Elle Kinney

Field @UW-La Crosse

Hailey Collins

Soccer @Illinois Sprinfield

Allison Spielman

Swimming @Western Illinois

Alyana Enemough

Track @UW-La Crosse

12 SEASON ATHLETE
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Jeremiah Jordan

Football @Illinois State

William Sprout

Football & Baseball @Carrol

Max Walters

Soccer @St. Thomas

Mateo Mora

Football @UW-Platteville

Jack Krumbach

Baseball @Xavier Univesity

Parker Lindaur

Hockey @ Northern Michigan

Josh Barth

Rowing @UW-Madison

Dryden Schaefer

Football @UW-La Crosse

Michael Cerniglia

Football @Northern Illinois

Cade Elligson

Basketball @Benedictine

Cameron Bott

Football @Ripon

Kyle Jungers

Baseball @Edgewood
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THE BIGGEST 
TRENDS OF 
2015
By Claire Reid

The Class of 2019 entered high 
school in September 2015.  Since 
then, a lot has changed in pop cul-
ture, society, and politics.  Let’s look back on some of the 
biggest trends and pop culture moments of 2015.

The Top 15 Songs of 2015

Uptown Funk!- Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars
Thinking Out Loud- Ed Sheeran
See You Again- Wiz Khalifa ft. Charlie Puth
Trap Queen- Fetty Wap
Sugar- Maroon 5
Shut Up and Dance- WALK THE MOON
Blank Space- Taylor Swift
Watch Me- Silento
Earned It- The Weeknd
The Hills- The Weeknd
Cheerleader- OMI
Can’t Feel My Face- The Weeknd
Love Me Like You 
Do- Ellie Goulding
Take Me to Church- Hoizer
Bad Blood- Taylor Swift ft. Kendrick Lamar
Biggest Movies of 2015

Star Wars: The Force Awakens
The Avengers: Age of Ultron
Furious 7
The Hunger Games: Mockingjay- Part 2
Jurassic World
Inside Out
Fifty Shades of Grey
Internet/Viral Trends

Dabbing
The Dress
#LeftShark
Pizza Rat
Drake’s Hotline Bling 
video
The Charlie Charlie Chal-
lenge
Musical.ly
Hamilton (musical)

SONGS OF THE 2019 
SENIOR CLASS
Freshman year:

Hotline Bling - Drake

The newest single by Drake was shouted all around the 
halls of Memorial in 2015 and prompted many great 
memes throughout our twitter feeds, such as the one 
below.

Closer - The Chainsmokers feat. Halsey

It was the song everyone loved to hate - but you have 
to admit you still danced to it at school dances and 
knew all the words.

Sophomore year:

HUMBLE. - Kendrick Lamar

The introduction to Kendrick Lamar started here, 
and quickly he grew into one of our favorite rappers. 
Although as we started to feel like we were almost up-
perclassmen, the juniors and seniors quickly reminded 
us to “Sit down. Be humble.”

Feels - Calvin Harris feat. Pharrell, Katy Perry & Big 

Sean

This four person collaboration produced a catchy beat 
that accompanied our entire summer of sophomore 
year. If you were lucky enough to learn how to drive by 
this time, this played on repeat in your new car.

Junior year:

Better Now - Post Malone

Hitting us with a new album 
right as spring of junior year 
came, we all sang along as if 
we had just gone through a 
break up. Although the only 
break up we did junior year 
was the unstable relationship 
between our sanity and our 
ACT scores. 
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AIDAN PEPPARD
By Madelyn Peppard

Dear Aidan, 
Here’s everything I have for you. 

Advice #1: 

Run your stress out, don’t let running become your stress. 
It’s no secret that you’re, well, kind of an athlete. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed watching you lap me at cross country 
meets. I have thoroughly enjoyed watching you lap other 
people at track meets. I have screamed as loud as I can at 
all of your races, watching you become a more intelligent, 
agile, and faster runner. I have watched you become an 
encouraging and supportive teammate, which, of course, 
is the most important thing. But running is, as you have 
learned, very competitive for you. Don’t be like me and 
take it way too seriously: just go to practice, try your best, 
and connect with friends. 

Advice #2: 

Dare to be different.
People will throw this phrase around willy nilly, but, 
dude, they don’t know the half of it. We’re freaking odd-
balls. It’s part of being a Peppard. Never stop exploring 
or having that imagination of yours. People may see it 
as strange in the short run but will ultimately appreciate 
your insight and quirky interests in the long run. And if 
they don’t? Well, you’ve taught me to not worry about 
what they think, to just do you and let the rest worry 
about itself. And speak up once in a while! You have great 
ideas that people definitely want to year.

Advice #3:

Let faith be your guide. 
That can mean a lot of things, so let me elaborate. Yes, I 
am impressed with your faith, and I hope you never lose 
sight of that. But I think that sometimes you lose faith in 
yourself as well. Our brains are different, both of ours- 
we’re neuroatypical. I hope you learn to see this as a bene-
fit to your learning, not a drawback. School is really hard, 
but I’m always one call away. Ask for help if you need.

Sincerely,
Mad-O

MICHAEL ELLIOTT
By Maya Elliot

     Michael Elliott, you have 2 more years of high 
school left after I leave and I can’t believe how fast 
time is flying. I know I don’t say it a lot but I actu-
ally am so proud of you. You’ve gone through some 
stuff with me but have always stuck by my side and I 
couldn’t be more thankful. As you move into junior 
year I want you to remember some things. Please 
don’t let your social life take over your school life like 
mine did. Always make sure your grades are your top 
priority. I know football and basketball are on your 
mind too and I hope you know I’ll still come to your 
games and be your biggest supporter (besides mom). 
Surround yourself with good people. People who 
wanna see you succeed and who will help you suc-
ceed. Create good relationships with your teachers. 
I promise you over half of them are actually really 
cool. They wanna help you and are willing too. Start 
looking at colleges. Start researching different majors 
you might wanna study in college. I hope the last 2 
years of your high school career are as fun as mine 
were. Just please keep your head on tight and remem-
ber, one day, all this hard work is going to pay off. I’m 
letting my name at Memorial live on through you. 
Love you Big Mike.

ADVICE FOR OUR NOT-SO-LITTLE BROTHERS
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A message to a senior...
KARHMA RAE LAMORE
“Karhma, thank you so much for being 
there for me through high school. You 
have been one of my biggest inspirations, 
and motivators. You are so beautiful, and 
have such bright energy. I cant wait to 
make more memories with you outside of 
high school, and continue to support you 
through this next step in your life. Love 
you!” - Savy Ehlert

ZACH WOOLEN
“#1 Best hugger at Memorial... Always 
makes my day when I see him in passing” 
- Benny Gustafson

THE MEMBERS OF BLUE 
KOBALT
“Keep lit, keep ripping out fat hits and 
keep them stacks in the coop!” 

JACOB LARGET
“Thanks for being so awesome! You in-
spire me, and I’m going to miss you” 

JENNA HUGHES 
“I’m gonna miss you Jenna you make me 
smile every time you roll into the room 
with Mrs. Radloph. I love seeing you 
smile and laugh. I hope your future is as 
bright as you.” - Abby Gallatin

KIMXEEB KELVIN YANG
“Hey congrats on graduating big bro! 
Hope you do well in college!” - Yulia Yang

VALENCIA CORTEZ
“Time goes by fast. As your younger sister 
seeing you grow and become a adult has 
been amazing and hard. Your a strong 
worker and are capable of amazing things. 
I’m going to miss you so much when you 
go to college. At Memorial you bring 
laughs and fun and you took me to my 
first Memorial football game witch I will 
remember forever. I love you Party lots in 
college!!!!!!” - Isabella Novak

VY LUONG
“Thanks for a great year! Have fun in 
college! :)” 

WESLEY SEMBRANO 
“Thank you for your hard work and I see 
you when you become a doctor!” - James 
Gonzales

JOE BONDURANT 
“You have been a great role model for me 
during the musical and play. Good luck 
to you for your life after high school! - 
Christian Jensen

DEVIKA KAMATH
“You are like my older sister I never had! 
From the fun times we shared when we 
were younger, to the memories we will 
make in the future. You’re an amazing 
tennis player and a great inspiration to 
me. I hope the best for you next year. 
Please come visit sometimes!”

MARGARET PETERS
“I’ll miss skating with you maisydaisy17. 
Have fun in college!!” 

RAHIMA OSMAN 
“Hi Rahima. I hope you have an awesome 
time in college and I wish you all the best 
in your journey ahead!”

SELMA FUSTOK 
“Hi Selma! Thanks so much for being a 
wonderful friend and I hope you have a 
great time in college and beyond!”

LEAH VREDENBREGT
“Leah was the person who, at the be-
ginning of this year, encouraged me to 
audition for the play. I don’t know if 
I would’ve had the confidence to do it 
without her, but because of her, I audi-
tioned and had a wonderful time in the 
show. Being in the shows has changed my 
outlook on high school, and made me a 
more outgoing person. Thank you Leah, 
good luck in the future! You’re going to do 
amazing things. We’ll miss you!”

HALEY PETERSON
“Haley, thank you sooo much for always 
making me laugh at the most stupid things 
and for always being there for me. You 
kinda made me want to come to school 
even more than I did just so I could hang 
with you and you know that bet is still on” 
- Lidia Bodette

NOAH KOHN-DUMBUYA
“Thank you for always having my back 
and helping me. I am so happy that you 
got into the UW, and I’m sure you’ll do 
great in the future. Thank you for not ig-
noring me as an annoying freshman when 
you were a junior. Thank you for going 
to the mall after a competition with me 
and having everyone stare at us because 
we were in our warm-ups. Thank you for 
teaching me how to pronounce maca-
roons the right way. Thank you so much 
for all the memories you have given me. 
Ohana.” - Sophi

ANNA GUESS
“I can’t begin to tell you 
Just how loved you are 
I can’t believe how time has flown 
And how you’ve come so far 
 
Forgive me when I stop and stare 
And tears fall from my eyes 
Time flew by so quickly 
Sure took me by surprise 
 
There are no doubts within my mind 
That you’ll indeed succeed 
Your future holds so much in store 
But ‘that smile’ is all you need 
 
You’ve always been so gentle, 
So loving, kind and giving 
Having you as my sister, Anna 
Is another term for ‘living’ 
 
No matter where life leads you 
No matter what you do 
I’ll always be your biggest fan.”
- <3

CORY FORBES
“Gaming Club will never be the same 
without you. “ - Jason
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MARTIN VAN HORN
“Your next words are: ‘man, can’t wait 
to build some plastic limbs.’ (Good luck 
doing that!!)” - Matthias Van Horn

MAIA SENSON
“You have the biggest heart and I’m proud 
to call you my friend :) I wish you the 
best in college and hopefully will see you 
soon!” - Olivia Wegner

RAHIMA OSMAN
“I’m gonna miss you so much, I hope you 
do great things in college you’re so deter-
mined and outstanding and I aspire to be 
like you. The future is looking bright for 
you can’t wait to see what you accomplish. 
Love you and congrats, you did it!” - Awa

MAISIE PETERS
“Maisie I love you sososo much. You’ve 
helped me grow in so many ways and 
I will always be thankful for all we’ve 
experienced together. You have a beautiful 
heart n soul- also face but that’s not as 
important. I hope Miami treats you well 
girl, you’ve got so much ahead of you and 
you’re gonna go so far. “ - Kate Gibbons

EMIL PELLETT
“You totally shred the flute—you just need 
to believe you can! ” - Heather Swartz

ALEXA RADEMACHER
“I’m going to miss you so much! You 
always help me with my homework, eat 
lunch with me, and have the best outlook 
on life. You have taught and inspired me 
to do so much next year. I know you will 
do great things next year.” - Kristin Heise

MAYA ELLIOTT 
“Thank you for making my freshman year 
memorable and I am happy to see you 
move on in life and succeed in life, Thank 
you for making me feel like a spartan love 
you lots :)” - Isaiah Phillips

LILY FRISCH
“Lily is the kindest person who lights up a 
room with her smile.“ - Natalie Frisch

ALEXA RADEMACHER
“You’re an awesome, kind, funny, and fun 
person to be around! Congrats on grad-
uating, I bet you’ll do great things in the 
years to come. ” - Calvin Prajogo

JOANNE PAULA MARTINEZ
“Paula, I’ve known you forever and you’re 
such an awesome and kind person! Con-
grats on graduating I know you’ll do great 
in the future!” - Calvin Prajogo

LUCAS VOICHICK
“You’re incredibly kind, funny, and overall 
a really fun person to be around!”

SAM BAESEMAN
“Sam!!!!! I love you so much and I’m really 
excited to see you move on to bigger 
things. You’re an amazing artist and won-
derful friend.” - Zackary Dezelski

HENRY MUELLER
“Good luck in the navy. I hope you enjoy 
it.” - Noah (léo)

ALEXA RADEMACHER
“Thanks for all the times you have helped 
me out, especially with my homework, 
and for everything you have done for me 
in the past. Even though you have shoved 
me down the stairs and locked me out of 
the house three times, I guess you’re still 
alright. Good luck in college and I know 
you will accomplish anything you put 
your mind to.” - Emma Rademacher

ANGELA JIMENEZ
“You’re a really amazing person, we 
became close real quickly. I will miss you 
next year, hope you’re having a fun senior 
year. Thank you for the car rides back 
home your the best.” - Babita Dangal

JACOB LARGET
“Thank you so much for all the hard work 
you put in these past few years with Dra-
ma, Debate, and Forensics. Many of the 
wonderful things that happened in DDAF 
wouldn’t have been possible without your 
dedication and determination, whether at 
forensics tournaments, in the musical, or 
in crew. Your talent showed through in 
everything you participated in. I hope that 
you take that talent and dedication with 
you wherever you go. You will be missed 
next year. Good luck at Notre Dame!”

MADDY PEPPARD
“I’m so proud of all your accomplishments 
and the person you’ve become. I know 
you will go on to do amazing things.”

LEAH VREDENBREGT
“Leah, you are such an inspiration. You 
are so kind, caring and always willing to 
help out with anything. I’ll miss your pres-
ence so much next year, but I’m sure you 
will do great things.”

MEGHAN MCMAHON
“Thank you for being there for me when 
I didn’t know what to do. Thank you for 
never leaving my side when everyone else 
did. Thank you for loving me at my most 
unlovable. I’m going to miss you some-
thing terrible.” - Angela

KAYLIE PODVIN
“Thank you for being the best big sister 
ever. I love you! I’m gonna miss you so 
much.” - Angela

THOMAS CHALTRY
“Thanks for being a great big brother 
even if you wouldn’t let me put flowers in 
your hair. I’m gonna miss you.” - Angela

MASON LAMB
“You’re a great person and super funny. 
It’s crazy that you’re graduating and I 
wish you the best moving on from high 
school!” - Madelyn

JACOB LARGET
“Go! Be great!! You’re an amazing person 
and you will be missed around here! ” - :)SAMEER GOLKONDA AND 

BRANDON FOX
“You really made math fun this year.”
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SENIOR CLUB FEATURES
Interviewed by Maggie Di Sanza

MEGAN LI
What club are you representing? 

Spartan Youth Service (SYS)
What does this club do and work towards? 

SYS is a club dedicated to giving back to the communi-
ty through volunteer work.
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

SYS is where I learned most of my leadership and 
communication skills. Through volunteering, I also got 
to see the wonderful work so many local organizations 
and non-profit do in order to accomplish their mission.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

Definitely planning and organizing fundraisers–espe-
cially over-the-top bake sales! 
Who are a few people who have made your time 

in the club exceptional? 

Mrs. Klopp—for being the wisest, kindest, and most 
optimistic adviser I could have ever asked for. Beatrice 
for always pushing me to be better :)
What would you like to see the club do in the 

coming years? 

I would like to see the club instill the intrinsic value 
of volunteering in students. Rather than have volun-
teering opportunities be seen as a way to “get hours”, 
I hope to see SYS members volunteer because they 
believe in the work they do and the impact it makes in 
the community.

KARI LARSEN
What club are you representing? 

Teal Ribbon Club
What does this club do and work towards? 

We strive to make people aware of the problem with 
sexual assault in our schools and community as well as 
brainstorm policy changes to support survivors and ways 
to end rape culture.
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

It has furthered my identity as a feminist and made me 
more involved in activism and fighting for those who 
may not have an advice.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

The supportive members and everyone’s dedication to 
helping the club and community.
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Melanie Golden (Vice President), Mary Kaldor (Longest 
member in club), Elise Carl (Past President), Rhianna 
Prine (Founder of Club).
What would you like to see the club do in the com-

ing years? 

Work hard at making district policy changes that make 
MMSD more welcoming for victims of sexual assault!
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LEAH VREDENBREGT
What club are you representing? 

Drama Debate & Forensics (DDaF) 
What does this club do and work towards? 

DDAF performs plays, competes in forensics and 
debate, and helps students grow into confident per-
formers
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

DDAF has been like a year round sport for me. I’ve 
been involved in 12 plays either on stage or behind 
the scenes. I’ve also completed 4 seasons of forensics, 
and did congressional debate my junior year
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

Being able to express myself through speeches and 
performances has been amazing. The people and 
community are also pretty great!
Who are a few people who have made your time 

in the club exceptional? 

Rebekah, Jacob, Charlotte, Leah M, Emmelyn, Tim, 
Emily, Mr. Olson, and Ms. Pitt
What would you like to see the club do in the 

coming years? 

More people joining and more people coming out to 
see what we do is a big goal for next year.

BEATRICE NAUJALYTE
What club are you representing? 

Spartan Youth Service 
What does this club do and work towards? 

Spartan Youth Service works with community organiza-
tions to provide hundreds of volunteering opportunities 
for Memorial students every year.
How has it been influential in your high school ca-

reer? 

SYS basically prepared me for the real world in every way. 
I entered the club as a shy freshman who could barely make 
announcements to the club and worked my way up to be-
ing able to comfortably lead as president. I have cold-called 
business for donations, organized events for hundreds of 
people, and pulled off countless fundraisers. I wasn’t even 
planning on joining SYS when I started high school, but I 
decided to run for the board on a whim. I’m so glad I did, 
because I can’t imagine my high school experience without 
SYS. I can see now that I can have an actual impact on the 
community and all it takes is a little bit of initiative and 
organization.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

I love working with the other board members. Every year 
we’ve had a great group of people who make our retreats, 
events, and even our monthly board meetings a lot of fun.
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Ms. Klopp, the adviser of the club and a member of our 
sponsoring Optimists club.
What would you like to see the club do in the coming 

years? 
There are a lot of traditions, like annual fundraisers, that 
were started during my time in SYS and that I would love 
to see carried through into the future. Of course, I also 
expect to see the club grow in membership and in number 
of volunteer hours!
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What club are you representing? 

Scholars of Color
What does this club do and work towards? 

We work towards creating a more supportive group 
of students of color who support each other. We also 
work towards improving the ways that teachers and 
students of color can have better relationships because 
every student is different. Also, we want to expand 
awareness among students of color about AP and 
Honor courses and how to seek for help. No person of 
color should be denied the option to succeed or denied 
the right to push themselves beyond their limit.
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

It has given me a supportive place where I can talk to 
students of color who are also in AP/Honor courses 
and are changing the dynamic of the typical AP/Honor 
courses. It has also given me a voice to talk about hard 
topics as racism, discrimination, and immigrant rights, 
to mention some.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

Helping it grow and seen more and more people 
growing into the family we are.
Who are a few people who have made your time 

in the club exceptional? 

Mr. Vander Ark, Mr. Standahl, Ms. Johnson, Ms. 
Brown, and Ms. Mitchell.
What would you like to see the club do in the 

coming years? 

I hope to see the club expand to contribute with other 
clubs at memorial like Tibetan club, Activist club, 
women’s club, ribbon club, BSU, Latinos Unidos, etc. 
But mainly those clubs that aim to make memorial a 
more welcoming and accepting place.

What club are you representing? 

Book club. 
What does this club do and work towards? 

In book club we read books that have literary merit and 
that will provide students with enriching stories and ex-
periences. Although, fun characters become our favorites 
we aim to choose books that deliver badass characters 
who have been through adversities, but have surpass 
them to become better human beings. 
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

I feel that it was the opening door for me because 
through this club I met my friends and connected with 
amazing networks at the school.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

My favorite part is getting to know a character and later 
discuss what we liked, what we learned, and our favorite 
scenes. Because you always learn something from reading 
a book you have to just look for the hidden message. 
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Ms. Delorme, Ms. Amado, Stephanie Salgado, and Ana G 
Fernandez Roque.
What would you like to see the club do in the com-

ing years? 

I hope to see young leaders taking ownership of the club.

YANCI ALMONTE

SOPHIE BLUMENSTEIN
What club are you representing? 

Social justice book club.
What does this club do and work towards? 

We learn about important issues facing our community, 
our country, and the world in order to improve them.
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

Social justice book club made learning not just about the 
classroom and gave me an opportunity to talk to peers 
about big topics every week.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

Breakfast potlucks!
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Ms. Mitchell and Ms. Fitz <3
What would you like to see the club do in the com-

ing years? 

Do another all school read!
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JASKIRAN SANDHU
What club are you representing? 
HOSA
What does this club do and work towards? 
HOSA is a club for students who are interested in or 
would like to pursue a career in the health science 
field. We work towards preparing students in a range 
of different health topics, volunteering, fundraising, 
and spreading the world about healthcare!
How has it been influential in your high school 
career? 
For the three of us, HOSA has guided our interests in 
medicine, and has shown us the wide array of choic-
es that exist within the health science field. It has also 
let us experience leadership and community building 
with students of all grades.
What has been your favorite part of being in the 
club? 
Going to the state and national competitions, vol-
unteering with friends, and coordinating the blood 
drives are our favorite parts of HOSA
Who are a few people who have made your time in 
the club exceptional? 
Thank you to our dedicated members for their 
enthusiasm and hard work at competitions and of 
course, our supportive advisor, Ms. Costello.
What would you like to see the club do in the com-
ing years? 
We would like to see the club grow even bigger in 
participants at competitions host more fundraisers, 
continuing the legacy of HOSA at JMM. STEPHANIE SALGADO 

What club are you representing? 

Scholars of Color
What does this club do and work towards? 

Supporting students of color to succeed in challenging 
courses.
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

As an immigrant I found a community to feel safe at.
What has been your favorite part of being in the club? 
Giving presentations.
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Mr. Vander ark, Mr. Stendhal, and Ms. Sparks.
What would you like to see the club do in the com-

ing years? 

I hope to reach out to every student of color who feels 
alienated coming into a challenging course.

LILY LOWNDES 
What club are you representing? 

French club
What does this club do and work towards? 

Promoting French culture. 
How has it been influential in your high school 

career? 

I was able to practice my French, and I ate a lot of good 
food!
What has been your favorite part of being in the 

club? 

Definitely the food! 
Who are a few people who have made your time in 

the club exceptional? 

Madame and Mademoiselle
What would you like to see the club do in the com-

ing years? 

Recruit more members and eat more food! 



www.jmmswordandshield.com36

SENIOR DEPARTMENT FEATURES
Interviewed by Maggie Di Sanza

JACOB LARGET
What department are you representing? 
Music Department

What has been the best part of being dedicated to said depart-
ment? 
The wide variety of opportunities to perform music, whether 
that be at Memorial, on the radio in Madison, or in a record-
ing studio in New York City, has been the best part of being 
dedicated to all the Music Department has to offer.

What was your favorite class? 
I really enjoyed both Symphonic Band and Concert Choir 
because of the teachers and their unending support and 
commitment to students. It results in some beautiful musical 
moments.

What would you like to see the department do in the future? 
I can’t wait to see what the Music Department is able to do 
with the new music wing slotted to receive funding after the 
2020 Referendum.

Will you be pursuing similar majors / departments in the 
future? 
While my major is likely to be computer science or something 
else in the engineering field, I will be heavily involved with 
music in college next year, possibly going for a musical theater 
minor.

Do you have advice for people pursuing similar interests and 
studies? 
My advice to those who have done music in high school is to 
keep music as a part of your life after high school. I know for 
me it is a great stress reliever and mood improver and I hope 
others discover that the same is true for them.

JOESPH RITTER
What department are you representing? 

World Language
What has been the best part of being dedicated to 

said department? 

It has been an excellent experience in terms of learn-
ing! 
What was your favorite class? 

German! 
Who were your favorite teachers? 

Frau Paust! 
What would you like to see the department do in 

the future? 

Keep the 2-3-4 German classes in separate hours.
Will you be pursuing similar majors / depart-

ments in the future? 

I am not sure yet.
Do you have advice for people pursuing similar 

interests and studies? 

Take German! 

JOE BONDURANT
What department are you representing? 

Memorial’s music department.
What has been the best part of being dedicated to said 

department? 

Meeting some of my best friends and becoming a better 
musician in the process.
What was your favorite class? 

Definitely concert choir, each song we learn has a unique 
challenge to it that is super rewarding to overcome.
Who were your favorite teachers? 

Mrs.Pitt, she has taught me everything that I know.
What would you like to see the department do in the 
future? 
This is a department with amazing teachers and dedicated 
students. I would love to see it continue to grow as more 
music lovers learn that this is the place to be.
Will you be pursuing similar majors / departments 

in the future? 

I will be going to Edgewood College for a major in the 
performance arts with a musical theatre focus.
Do you have advice for people pursuing similar in-

terests and studies? 

Never be afraid to put yourself out there. If you have the 
opportunity to perform, go for it. You never know what 
great things will come out of it.
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NATALIE DRUMM
What department are you representing? 

Foreign Language/Spanish Department
What has been the best part of being dedicat-

ed to said department? 
Being able to practice speaking with my classmates 
every day!
What was your favorite class? 

AP Spanish
Who were your favorite teachers? 

Sra. Nicholas and Sra. Seymour-Nahn
What would you like to see the department 

do in the future? 

Include more culture based lessons and stress the 
importance of speaking in the language
Will you be pursuing similar majors / depart-

ments in the future? 

Yes, I hope to minor in Spanish and incorporate it 
somehow into a future job.
Do you have advice for people pursuing simi-

lar interests and studies? 

When picking up a new language, a lot can be 
learned outside of the classroom by immersing 
yourself in a community/area that have native 
speakers.

MICHELLE SHOU
What department are you representing? 

Foreign Language
What has been the best part of being dedicated 

to said department? 

Learning another language truly does change the 
way you think. The beauty of another culture cannot 
be fully appreciated without understanding the lan-
guage. Spanish has helped me connect with so many 
differently people, especially when I volunteered 
in Panama last summer, and I couldn’t have done it 
without the JMM Foreign Language Department.
What was your favorite class? 

AP Spanish with Sra. Nicholas!
What would you like to see the department do 

in the future? 

Continue to help other students see the beauty in 
different languages
Will you be pursuing similar majors / depart-

ments in the future? 

I will definitely continue to learn more languages 
and hopefully maintain/further my Spanish skills
Do you have advice for people pursuing similar 

interests and studies? 

The hardships of learning a new language cannot 
compare to the satisfaction and contentment of 
being able to communicate in that language and the 
realization that you can understand and be under-
stood. So never give up!
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Beatrice
Do things that scare you. Take those public speaking 
opportunities, run for the leadership positions, and raise 
your hand to answer questions in class. It’s uncomfort-
able, but every fear you successfully overcome is a small 
victory, and the only way to grow is by constantly push-
ing your limits. One day you’ll look back and be amazed 
at how far you’ve come.

Leah
Do everything unapologetically. This does not mean you 
should be rude to people, it simply means don’t apolo-
gize to anyone for living your life. Don’t apologize for 
always raising your hand in class every time you know 
the answer. Don’t apologize for being into something 
other people consider weird or geeky. Live your life 
however you want, and even though it’s really hard, try 
not to care about what other people think of you.

Garrett
Form strong relationships. Nobody can do it all alone, 
whether you are studying for a test, going out and vol-
unteering, organizing a club, or just going to a football 
game, you’re friends are the ones who will be there for 
you. You should also become close with your teachers, 
it can really come in handy if you are looking to get 
rounded at the end of a semester or for a great letter of 
recommendation for college or a job. Your friends are an 
incredible resource that will always be there for you, put 
yourself out there and make the first move. In the long 
run, you’ll be so happy you did.

Rahima
Over my 4 years, I have learned that to always be myself 
no matter the circumstances I am in, and to take up chal-
lenges and that failure doesn’t define you but it pushes 
your abilities to the limit. Over the years there will al-
ways be a mentor, family and friends that will guide you 
on your path. High school isn’t always about grades and 
extracurricular activities but also finding who you really 
are and your future self.

Shruti
Expand on your interests and try new things. High 
school is a great time to explore your passions and truly 
make a difference. Over your four years, you will acquire 
many new skills and will grow as an individual. Take ad-
vantage of opportunities that come your way, and never 
back down from something just because it may seem too 
challenging. Remember that you are supported and that 
there are many resources available at school to help you 
succeed. Be optimistic, set goals, and work hard. You 
will look back at your high school years and feel proud 
of how far you’ve come.

Deney
Have confidence. Although it may sound cheesy, you are 
so much more capable and intelligent than you think. 
You are armed with the ability to problem-solve and 
shielded by your strength and persistence. Every path 
you walk down may not lead to success, but remember, 
failure brings about its own valuable lessons. You have 
capacity to become one of our next game-changers, 
world-leaders, or wave-makers. Be confident, because 
you have every reason to be. 

Kari
If there’s one thing I’ve learned in high school, it would 
be (and this sounds cliche) to just be yourself - even if 
it means being alone. I didn’t know who I was or who 
I wanted to be my first two years of high school, but 
junior year was when I finally figured it out. I realized I 
wanted to get more into fitness and became a workout 
fanatic. I had my heart set on going to University of 
Minnesota Twin Cities and poured more time into im-
proving my grades. I got a new job that I still have right 
now and enjoy (I mean, free starbucks can’t be beat). 
What did this mean though? It meant that sometimes I 
chose fitting in a run or a lifting session before going out 
with friends. It meant getting help from teachers during 
lunch instead of socializing. It meant having to spend 
my weekends solely working at Starbucks or doing 
homework in order to keep up my grades. Was I happy? 
Yes. My body had never felt better, I was making money 
and finding great coworkers, and significantly improved 
my GPA...but sometimes I was alone. At first, it was 
embarrassing. I wanted to be in a group just to be in a 
group, so as not to look out of place. But after a while, I 
got used to it. I realized that my goals, how I spend my 
time - that was being myself, and through that I found 
my people - the ones who also prioritize their life before 
socializing, who would rather hangout with you through 
a study or workout session than an expensive concert 
or brunch. You’ll find your people, if not in high school, 
then definitely in college. But if you’re never yourself, 
you won’t be happy and you’ll lose one of the greatest 
chances life gives you - to bond with people who truly 
understand you.

Lily
At the beginning of highschool, I was very critical of 
myself. I cringed for days at every single mistake I made. 
Even though the perfectionalist mentality can be helpful 
with grades and projects, it takes a toll in the long run. 
Becoming more forgiving of my imperfections was one 
of the best changes I made in my life; it is really the only 
realistic way to live. The advice I would give is to forgive 
not only yourself, but others as well. Everyone slips up 
once in a while, so be understanding! No one is perfect, 
and we can’t hold it against them.

SENIOR EDITOR ADVICE
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MEMORIES OF HIGH SCHOOL
Abbey Smith--Hanging out and goofing around with my 
friends during lunch time. 
Abby Wilson--Winning Regionals for Girl’s Basketball 
for the second time in the school’s history. Abhinav 
Bipin--Great America Field Trip 
Abigail Maier--Homecoming Week 
Adam Schmidt--Play off win at Mukwanogo 
Aeron Vue--Leaving School 
Aidan Simpson--Junior Prom 
Alexa Rademacher--Cheering on the basketball team at 
State! 
Ali Thome-Hough--Competing locally, regionally and 
nationally on the cheer team with some of my best 
friends. :) 
Allison Spielman--Prom! 
Aman Chahal--in snap video(guy getting slapped) 
Ana Gabriela Fernandez--Pep rally 
Andrew Jiang--Finishing 1st semester senior year 
Ann Kerr--THE Nakoma Night 
Anusha Sahai--Prom 2018 
Barrett Bernards--All the people that I’ve met and 
became 
Beatrice Naujalyte--The Chicago art field trips 
Benjamin Wadzinski--The extra week of snow days I 
got to spend with friends 
Brandon Fox—Baseball 
Breeah Hawkins--seeing Mr Spence express his 
creativity during spirit week dress ups 
Bryan Martinez-Arce--Taking digital imagery 
Cade Ellingson--Either basketball, or knowing cool 
teachers 
Carly Carruthers--Going to Prom with my best friends 
Caroline Gosselin--Pep Rally 
Carter Niesen--Snowboarding team 
Cesar Gomez--AVID class 
Chris Miller—Track 
Claire Reid--XC State 2018 (and my many adventures 
with Kristen W. and Chris X.) 
Cole Bell--State swim meets 
Cole Ringeisen—Dahmens 
Connor Fitzgerald--Being better than Middleton and 
West in everything. 
Cory Forbes--Winning the mock senate election in mr. 
Olson’s class 
Daemiontae Bates--Losing virginty 
Damajh’a pollard--Basketball season 
Danny Gillman--All the memories with my friends 
Delaney Fitzgerald--Football games 
Deney Li--Prom 2018 
Dexter Neustadt--Becoming the massive history nerd 
that I am 
Dhruv Biswas--New York Band Trip 
Dryden Schaefer--September 7th, 2018 @ Middleton 
High School 
Elliot Shager—Partys 
Ethan Gonzales—Homecoming 
Felix Busby--Animation Squad in freshmen year 

Geoffrey Pomraning--All of it. Hands down 
Gregory Aksenov--Freshman first day as a senior 
Guillermo Tellez--Becoming a three time conference 
champion 
Hailey Collins--Camping trip 
Haley Peterson--pep rally 
Hannah Farnham--Senior prom 
Hannah Levenstein--Prom! 
Harrison Gillespie--going home 
Imaad Said--New York Band Trip during junior year 
Ivie-Adiva Rhyne--Pep rally’s 
J Higgins--knowing that there’s less than 10 weeks left. 
Jack Helle--Sophomore pep rally (pretty boy swag) 
Jackson Bogenrief--Winning 2018 Conference title for 
football 
Jadah Kelly--Getting my cap and gown 
James Berthoud--TPing Nathan hayes with the CC boys 
Jana Simmerman--Chicago art field trips 
Jaskiran Sandhu--Too many to choose from 
Jeremiah Williams--I’m a Smuggler 
Joel Hulsether-Brugge--Senior Prom 
Joey Jensen--Winning State for Boys Swim & Dive my 
Freshman year. 
John Hendrickson--Yearbook Class 
Joni Olson--Once I found $20 on the floor in the hallway 
Jordan Smith--finding new people in my life. 
Joshua Barth--Getting 2nd at the state swim meet 
sophomore year after being seeded to place 5th 
Julieta Villordo--Mr. Nick making stickers of his face 
Kaley Morgan--Football games 
Kara Mohar--hanging out with friends and meeting new 
ones 
Kari Larsen--Cross Country 
Karsten Knoche--All of them 
Kayla Ruplinger--Going to State for Cross Country 
Kristen Wendtland--football games 
Kyle Jungers--Sweeping sun prairie in baseball 
La’Nasia Pearson--IOWA BIG 
Leah Vredenbregt--State forensics junior year. I made 2 
state finals and Memorial won 
Lhaki Tsering--AVID Overnight Field Trip 
Liam Higgins--Freshman day 
Lilly Crochet--Performing in the homecoming pep rally 
with poms 
Lily Lowndes--State Forensics 2019 
Logan Hinterberg--When our band went to New York 
City and played on the Intrepid 
Louis Digon--Talking and hanging out with friends. 
Luke Gromacki--Devils Lake 
Maddie Beglinger--Freshman year girls swim team 
sleepover 
Maddie wakeen--Bonfire Parties with my friends 
Madelyn Peppard--The gun violence walkout junior 
year or human rights week this year! 
Marcela Gama--Getting accepted into my dream school 
Marina Kallias--Sarah Dolezal falling on her face at 
prom 
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Mary Kaldor--Being an MC at the senior year Hoco pep 
rally 
Matthew Gartland--Beating West in swimming my 
sophomore year 
Matthew Parker--Six Flags field trip for physic 
Max Ruoho—dances 
Max Walters--High School Sports 
Maya Elliott--Going to the girls basketball games this 
past season 
Megan Arttus--State game 
Megan Li--Girls tennis team state! 
Meghan McMahon--Falling into the pool at the West 
swim meet. 
Meghana Kalluri--HOSA State 
Michael Brudos--Spirit Day 
Mira Tcherneva--Poms @ Disney World 
Mitchell Brunmeier--when our basketball made the 
final 4 of basketball. 
Morgan Esser—Prom 
Morten Lee--Six Flags 
Moulik Mehta--I remember laughing really hard at the 
lunch table during my freshman year. I don’t remember 
what it was about, but I always enjoyed the company of 
my friends. 
Nallely Pineda-Ortiz—Homecoming 
Nana-Kwesi Konadu--Performing science demos with 
muir elementary school students 
Natalie Denlinger Drumm--Junior year Latinos 
Neil Khanna--Anna Williams house 1st time 
Nia Jackson--BSU trips 
Noah Gonring--Beating Madison West in to extend the 
swim team dual meet streak sophomore year. 
Noel Tautges--Playing Christopher Belling in Curtains 
Omar Trejo—Prom 
Parker Lindauer--Just making new friends and creating 
bonds with people that will never be forgotten 
Patrick Bates--All my clubs 
Pearl Nemecek--The camping trip for challenge and 
adventures class 

Peter Whayland--Mr.Spencers positive attitude 
towards every person he comes in contact with 
Rahima Osman--My senior year 
Rebekah Hershberger--Going right from swim meets to 
football games every Friday night 
Ruchi Shah--Prom 2017 
Ruqayah Alkhrsa--Taking chemistry with mr Spence. 
Ryan Weinbach--When memorial went to state for 
basketball 
Sam Baeseman--5th hour bants 
Santiago Barquin--Sports and friends 
Shamik Patro--Headlining in the Wisconsin State 
Journal for Track & Field. 
Shruti Sathish--Volunteering at Crestwood for SPIRIT 
Day my junior year! 
Sophie Guthier--Student Activism 
Stephanie--My first day of school freshmen year since I 
came a month late from Honduras. 
Taylor Koehl--When my entire AP bio class played a 
joke on our teacher by remaining completely silent for 
the whole hour. 
Tenzin N Tadhey--Sitting and eating with my friends 
Thomas Hosseini--Soccer games 
Tianna Farquhar--Switching high schools w my best 
friend 
Tuong (Tim) Tran--Going 7-0 and winning Madison 
Mudbath 
Vladyslava Nechval--Latinos Unidos 
Vy Luong--Most likely graduation 
Will Smith--Bethel Horizons trip in Advanced Ropes 
Will Sprout--Hanging out with my friends and winning 
conference in football 
Yanci Almonte--Glasser. AP Literature and 
Composition. 
Yoccelyn Armenta--football games 
Youngben Lim--super smash bros ultimate 
Zack Paulsen--Hanging out with friends 
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ADVICE FOR COLLEGE 
FROM MR. OLSON
Interviewed by Megan Li

Q: Most challenging part of college and what to do 

about it:

A: The increased freedom and increased time. It’s very 
deceptive because at a traditional high school, you go the 
same classes in the same order every day from 8:00 to 
4:00 Monday through Friday. When you get to college, 
you take fewer classes—usually four or five in a given 
semester and you often meet only three days a week, 
so you have much more time when you’re not in class. 
So it’s very deceptive because you think “Oh I have all 
this extra free time” but there is SO much more work 
you have to do to prepare for class. The onus moves 
from the teachers prodding you along in high school to 
stay on top of all your work to the freedom—but really 
the responsibility—to do that for yourself. So the best 
advice I can give is make sure you do some things to 
manage your time well like keep a calendar, keep a list of 
deadlines, plan out when you have extra time and when 
you’ll study because otherwise the free time will get to 
you. You’ll love it a little too much.

Q: Most common pitfall for college students:

A: Too often it’s really that transition from someone else 
holding you responsible whether it’s teachers or parents 
or someone else to you really having to hold yourself 
responsible. I think the most common pitfall is not step-
ping up to that challenge, of thinking that someone else 
is going to prod you along.

Q: One habit you wish you had in college:

A: The reading in college is overwhelming. It is not pos-
sible to read everything that must be read for every class. 
There just aren’t enough hours in the day no matter how 
you plan your day. So I think I wish I would have fig-
ured out earlier how to be more strategic about reading 
and to be disciplined enough to read more. There are 
things I should have read in college that I look back and 
go “Man! I wish I read that!” because it turns out it was 
really interesting, so I think understanding how to man-
age your time is a really important habit.

*Side question: How do you decide what’s strategic 

and what to read?

A: It’s kind of just based on feel. Often times you sort of 
figure it out after the first exam because you’ll know if 
the exam content was more tied to what you read or to 
the lectures or to the experiences in class. You can usual-
ly make that distinction after the first exam; you go “Oh 
this was all stuff I read or this was all stuff that showed 
up in lecture”. I think that can help you make some of 
those decisions about what and how much to read.

Q: Most important part of the college experience:

A: I went to a very small college which was a tremen-
dous thing. The most valuable part of that was actually 
getting to know my professors and having them know 
who I was. They actually cared about the individual 
undergraduate students, and they knew who you were 
which came in handy when you had questions about 
“What do I do with this major?” or “What do I do with 
my life?” or “Can I get a letter of recommendation?” or 
“Do you have a connection to get me a job?” So I think 
the most important part of the college experience for me 
was making those connections with people who could 
then be helpful to me as I was transitioning to leave 
college.

Q: General word of advice:

A: Be curious. Go learn about a whole bunch of different 
things. I’m a proponent of the liberal arts, of learning a 
whole bunch of different things so you’re a well rounded 
person and can hang in a conversation with just about 
anybody whether they’re a Computer Science major or 
an Archaeology major or whatever. Learn about dif-
ferent things and figure out what learning excites you 
most. It’s really cliche to say “Find a job you love and 
you’ll never work a day in your life” which is TOTAL-
LY NOT TRUE because no matter what job you have 
there’s gonna be days where you go “This is a job”. But 
if you find something where you stay passionate about 
learning about it, it makes life and career so much easier 
and so much more enjoyable. So that “find your passion” 
but “find a passion you can monetize and make a living”, 
that’s a really important thing, and I think a good way to 
do that is to go learn a whole bunch of different things 
and figure out what gets you excited.
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Name Crush

Name Crush

Abhinav Bipin Morty's calves
Abigail Maier Charlie Pimienta 
Aeron Vue Leylia 
Aidan Simpson Campbell Dunn
Andrew Jiang Professor Sean Timothy Paul PhD
Anika Samanta Anika Samanta
Ann Kerr Dylan Anthony
Barrett Bernards Lilly Crochet
Brandon Fox Rebekah Hershberger 
Breeah Hawkins Will Sprout
Bryan Martinez-Arce Stephanie Perez from LHS
Cade Ellingson Harper
Carly Carruthers Nick Caropresso
Caroline Gosselin Hastings 
Celia Herman Geoffrey Pomraning
Cesar Gomez Emily Reyes Rojas (not at JMM) 
Claire Reid Ameya Kulkarni (yeet)
Cole Bell Claudia Carson
Connor Fitzgerald Mackenzie Fitzgerald

Daemiontae Bates
Emmoni Rakins MMMM MMM MHM 
thats a good looking child right there.

Damajh’a Pollard All the shortys 
Danny Gillman Kaitlyn Barth
Delaney Fitzgerald Hasting Lyons
Dexter Neustadt Tia Gama-Rivera
Dryden Schaefer Nora Erlandson 
Elliot Shager Ella Enright
Ethan Gonzales SOPHIE GUTHIER 
Geoffrey Pomraning Celia Herman
Gregory Aksenov Theo Riddick
Guillermo Tellez Kayla Ruplinger 
Gwenyth Heidinger My bf 
Hailey Collins Myself
Haley Peterson Ron Ron Bates
Harrison Gillespie Clayton Kruse
J Higgins 10/10 in love with Ms. Mitchell
Jack Helle Anna Vander Meer

Jadah Kelly
Monteara Williams (of Verona High 
School)

James Berthoud Natalie Tosto
Jeremiah Williams Clayton Kruse
Joey Jensen Ella DeFever
Joshua Barth Olivia Walters
Julieta Villordo Benedict Cumberbatch
Kaley Morgan Noble Smith 
Kara Mohar my bed 

Kayla Ruplinger Guillermo Tellez-Giron
La'Nasia Pearson my boyfriend
Laura Meyer Maddie Ballweg
Lilly Crochet Barrett Bernards
Luke Gromacki Ms. Dwyer
Madelyn Peppard Barack Obama
Malia Bissen Noah Gonring
Marcela Gama Celebrity? Matt Mecer, definintly
Marina Kallias Garrett Kennedy 
Mary Kaldor Isaac Levenstein
Max Ruoho Anna Vandermeer
Max Walters Natalie Norris and Jaya Carlson 
Megan Arttus Class of 2018’s cutest boy Arian Rushiti 
Meghan McMahon Carson Meyer 
Michael Brudos Shani S Long-Meyer
Mira Tcherneva Hastings Lyons
Morten Lee Beyoncé
Natalie Denlinger Drumm Isaac Levenstein
Neil Khanna Olivia Grout 
Nia Jackson Keri Hilson
Noah Gonring Malia Bissen
Noah Sawicki Ms. Mohamed
Noel Tautges Capra Demon
Owen Busse Maddie Belshaw
Parker Lindauer Anna Vandermeer
Pearl Nemecek Michael B. Jordan
Peter Whayland Kate Mccorvie
Rebekah Hershberger Matthew Berthoud
Ryan Weinbach MIRANDA COSGROVE 
Sam Baeseman Nate
Sophie Guthier ETHAN GONZALES 
Stephanie Salgado Isaac Maida
Thomas Hosseini Abby Wilson
Tianna Farquhar Corey Scherer 
Tim Tran Natalie DD!
Vladyslava Nechval Max Walters 
Vy Luong 4.0 GPA
Will Smith That's a secret 
Will Sprout Ms. Dontallei 
Yoccelyn Armenta school comes first then a relationship
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by the
numbers
 Hardest year of
high school?

7.1%
15.2%

64.6%

13.1%
 

Have you ever
cheated on a test?

YES.

NO.

47.5%

52.5%

Have you been
to a sporting
event?

YES.
89%

NO.
11%

Have you been to a
play/musical? YES.

74%
NO.
26%

Have you been to a dance?

Yes
90%

No
10%

 
0%

YES.
90%

   NO.
10%

Have you ever
been caught in the
library with food?

   NO.
58%

YES.
42% Yes

76%

No
24%

 
0%

YES.
76%

   NO.

Have you ever pulled
an all-nighter?

Do you feel
prepared for
college (or
wherever you
will be next
year)?

24%

   NO.
39.4%

YES.
60.6%


