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HAPPY OCTOBER, SPARTANS! 
     My name is Shruti Sathish, and I am your Copy Editor. My job 
is to review the paper and make sure it is free of writing errors; I 
correct any misspelled words and names, omissions 
and repetitions, and grammatical inaccuracies that may be 
present. I do my best to ensure that the written work is as er-
ror-free as possible, but if you find any mistakes, please send an 
email to jmmswordandshield@gmail.com so the same errors 
won’t be made in future issues!
     I hope you all have gotten accustomed to your schedules and 
classes now that we’re one month into school! The beginning 
of the school year can always be a bit difficult, but I urge you to 
work hard and stay motivated- it is important to start the year off strong!
     Sword & Shield has put together an awesome issue this month that includes articles 
on clubs you can join, Halloween history and costume ideas, updates on JMM fall sports, 
and an opinion piece about anonymous authorship in newspapers. There is definitely 
something that will capture your interest.
     Good luck and see you next month!

SHRUTI SATHISH
Copy Editor
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Early Release Monday

October SAT Exam

Early Release Monday

Photo Retakes @ 8:00am

Concert Band I & II Concert @ 7:30pm

SENIOR PHOTOS DUE

Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble Concert with St. Olaf Band @7:00pm

All Orchestras Concert @ 7:30pm

NO SCHOOL

Early Release Monday

HALLOWEEN!

spooky, spooky :)

Post High School Options Night @ 7:00pm

All Choirs Concert @ 7:30pm

October ACT

PSAT Test

Financial Aid Night @ 7:00



OCTOBER 2018

www.jmmswordandshield.com4

STUDENT LIFE

What do you teach?

AP Micro, AP Macro,
Psychology, and Modern US
How long have you 

taught at JMM?

4 years.
If you had to teach a dif-

ferent class, what would 

it be?

Hmmm… I don’t want to 
say something and have Mr. 
Olson come up and say “Oh, 
you want to teach this?” I’m 
gonna say cartography. 
What’s your morning 

routine?

I take a shower first, then I 
make lunch and eat cereal 

or a bagel for breakfast with 
coffee. If I don’t finish my 
coffee, I bring it to school in 
a mason jar.
Pick a teacher at JMM to 

eat lunch with:

BEN VOSS!!
Favorite hobby:

Disc golf.

     Let’s take a moment to appreciate how awesome our teachers are. They 
devote themselves to helping students learn, they spend time outside of 
school helping make clubs and sports possible, AND they genuinely care 
about students and want to get to know them. 
     But how much do students know about their teachers? What are these 
amazing people like outside the classroom? 

What do you teach?

English 1
How long have you 

taught at JMM?
8 years
If you had to teach a dif-

ferent class, what would 

it be?

Maybe something in music. 

I played piano, clarinet, xy-
lophone, and I play handbell 
right now.
What’s your biggest pet 

peeve?

Other crazy drivers. You’re 
just driving along when 
someone switches lanes… 
drives me crazy.

Pick a teacher at JMM to 

eat lunch with:

Mrs. Oryall
Favorite afternoon 

snack:

Something with chocolate.
Favorite hobby:

I like to read and cook.

What do you teach?

Geometry Honors, Algebra 
3 Honors, AP Calculus AB.
How long have you 

taught at JMM?

8 years.
If you had to teach a dif-

ferent class, what would 

it be?

Philosophy, maybe Com-
puter Science.
What’s your biggest pet 

peeve?

Don’t cross marker colors… 
PLEASE!
What’s your morning 

routine?
No breakfast. I usually 
arrive at school by 6:30 am. 
I try to have as much energy 
as possible...
Favorite afternoon 

snack:

Peanut butter M&Ms.

What do you teach?

AP Physics 1 and 2
How long have you 

taught at JMM?

11 years.
Pick a teacher at JMM to 

eat lunch with:

Ms. Murphy - we swim 
together during lunch.

What’s your biggest pet 

peeve?

Students using MY tissues 
on the whiteboard
What’s your morning 

routine?

I get up, do some stretch-
ing exercises, walk my dog 
with my neighbor, pack my 

lunch, and go to school.
Favorite afternoon 

snack:

Carrot sticks
Favorite hobby:

Working on cars or gar-
dening
Favorite JMM event:

The first day of school

THE 
TEACHER TALK
By Megan Li

Mrs. Stec

Mr. Amini

Mrs. Garrison

Mr. Kvistad
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SENIOR ADVICE 
COLUMN: OCTOBER 
ISSUE
By Megan Li, Garrett Kennedy, and Lily 

Lowndes

What are the hardest classes at

Memorial?

     AP Bio is the hardest class we’ve taken. 
You have to do a lot of work and reading on 
your own, and second semester was espe-
cially tough. Most seniors also agree that AP 
Chem is extremely difficult, but we never 
had the nerve to take it (*nervous chuckle*).
Do the seniors actually hate freshmen?

     Haha, personally we don’t mind them that 
much. As long as you stay out of our way 
in the hallways and you don’t walk in front 
of my car, you should be fine. Some seniors 
used to throw pennies at freshmen, but we 
don’t have the money for that anymore so I 
wouldn’t be too afraid. In general, don’t do 
dumb things, and we should get along fine.
What is the hardest year of highschool?

     For us the hardest year was junior year, 
but we think it depends on your class 
schedules and how involved you are. Lots 
of people take harder classes and are more 
involved during their junior year. Also, they 
are stressed with standardized testing plus 
college applications - it gets a little busy.

JOIN CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
By Maggie Di Sanza

     Do you play a string instrument or the piano? Do you want to 
develop your skills as a musician, group member, and perform-
er? Well, I have the perfect club for you! JMM’s newly-formed 
Chamber Orchestra has started and we are incredibly excited to 
encourage the participation of  many talented instrumentalists! 
Groups of two to five will practice pieces individually towards 
the end goal of performing at a featured spring concert. If you 
are interested in being a part of a small chamber ensemble, you 
will want to join the Chamber Orchestra. We meet Wednesdays 
at 12:20pm in the Orchestra Room, where we play our pieces for 
fellow groups and learn about ways to improve. We also cover 
effective practice and performance strategies. 
     Our first ever Chamber concert will take place at the end of 
the year where only Chamber ensembles will be sharing their 
hard work with dedicated friends, family, and supporters! If you 
are interested please contact the club Co-Presidents Maggie Di 
Sanza: mgdisanza@madison.k12.wi.us and Veronika Souzek: vt-
souzek@madison.k12.wi.us! If you would like to receive remind-
ers, join the club Facebook page: JMM Chamber Orchestra 2018-
19! We look forward to making and sharing music with you! 

DEAR SENIORS
     Seniors, can you believe it? If you’re heading to college next 
year, you are gonna be a freshman all over again! In less than a 
year you will know where you will be going to college, to a job, 
or where ever else life is taking you.  
     Right now is the time to finalize your college applications and 
send them in. Most early decision applications are due November 
1st. Please look over your essays, check grammar, and peer-edit 
with friends! Ask them if your essays reflect who you are and 
pinpoints what makes YOU unique. This is a really exciting time 
as you get to show colleges the unique attributes that make you 
stand out.
     Also, a quick reminder that senior pictures are due OCTOBER 
26TH. Don’t miss this hard deadline!
     Lots of love, Amisha and Deney
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SYS STARTS STRONG 
WITH LOFTY GOALS
By Shruti Sathish

     Spartan Youth Service (SYS) is Memorial’s largest ser-
vice organization! We meet each Wednesday after school 
in the Wisconsin Neighborhood Study Center, and all are 
encouraged to join. There are plenty of volunteering op-
portunities, whether you’re passionate about the environ-
ment, love working with kids, or anything in between. 
     Are you busy with a fall sport or some other commit-
ment right now? That’s okay—you can join at any point 
in the school year! Just come to a Wednesday meeting, fill 
out a registration form, and start volunteering.
     This year’s goals were announced at the packed first 
meeting of the year: 250 members (including 80 fresh-
men), 5,500 hours of service, and 100% volunteer turn-
out! We’re aiming big, but we’re sure that this year’s dedi-
cated members will be able to achieve these goals. 
     As of writing this, we are looking forward to our first 
fundraiser of the year. Penny Wars is an annual home-
coming tradition that raises money for the JMM food 
pantry. We can’t wait to see which grade will win this 
year! 
     We are excited for a fun and successful year at SYS and 
hope you will join us!

TEAL RIBBON CLUB
By Kari Larsen

     Are you passionate about advocacy? How about making JMM a better community? Then join Teal Ribbon 
Club! We meet every Tuesday at lunch in Mrs. Oryall’s room (804) for a wide range of activities that educate 
about sexual assault as well as how to prevent it. We have discussions about current events that have to do with 
sexual assault in our society, watch informational documentaries, and even volunteer and fundraise to help sur-
vivors and local organizations such as the Rape Crisis Center and Domestic Abuse Intervention Services.
     Teal Ribbon Club is a great place to educate yourself, learn how to be an advocate, and also to meet a great 
group of people who care about the same cause as you! Anyone can join at anytime, regardless of gender or 
sexual orientation, so we hope to see you at any of our meetings throughout the year! Questions? Contact Presi-
dent Kari Larsen: karilarsen15@gmail.com or Vice President Melanie Golden: megolden@madison.k12.wi.us 

SPARTAN AWARENESS
By Joylyn Gong and Jassi Chahal

      Just this year, we, Jassi Chahal & Joylyn Gong, 
founded a club called Spartan Awareness! Our incen-
tive is to bring awareness regarding diseases and dis-
orders that many may endure to Memorial. As a club, 
we’ll be devoting our time to one particular health 
topic every month. In doing so, we will contribute 
in helping organizations that focus on our topic of 
the month. We’re planning to host some fundraisers 
throughout the year to raise money and awareness for 
those organizations. A couple of topics that we will be 
touching on are ADHD, diabetes, depression, anxiety 
and bipolar disorder. We are looking to expand our 
ideas in the future with the help of our members! To 
start off our club, we’ll be giving our attention to sui-
cide prevention in honor of National Suicide Preven-
tion month. 
     We meet every Friday during lunch at Room 615 
from 12:10-12:34! Join our Facebook group, “Spartan 
Awareness 2018-19” & follow us on Instagram (@
spartan.awareness) for updates! If you feel you are 
interested in making a positive impact for those who 
live with a disease or disorder, feel free to join our 
club and help make a difference!
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NEWS
LOCAL NEWS

GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION CANDIDATE PROFILES
By Maggie Di Sanza

     With Republican Governor Scott Walker’s second term ending in January 2019, Wisconsin voters will be head-
ing to the voting booth in November to choose their next governor.  After the recent primaries, two candidates 
are campaigning for your vote on November 6th. As many of you, who are eighteen, are eligible to vote, it is your 
responsibility as an engaged citizen to understand each candidate’s policies and campaign promises.

TONY EVERS
The democratic nominee is Tony Evers; here are a 
few of his core policies:

Budget & Economy

     Believes in raising taxes for the upper twenty 
percent; Has worked towards raising the minimum 
wage in an effort to create living wages; Wants to put 
additional taxpayer money towards education, Med-
icaid, rail expansion and other public institutions and 
facilities.

Civil Rights

     Believes in abortion rights; wants to invest in 
Planned Parenthood and other women’s health ser-
vices; Works towards LGBTQ+ equality and opposes 
legislation like the “bathroom bills” and others tar-
geted towards LGBTQ+ peoples; Values racial equity 
& works towards making our criminal justice system 
more equitable.

SCOTT WALKER
     The republican nominee is, again, Scott Walker; 
here are some of his policies:

Budget & Economy

     Works towards tax cuts and makes up for funding 
by cutting from education, and other public facilities 
and institutions; Has lowered the unemployment rate 
since January of 2015; Has refused to participate in the 
federal stimulus package, which intends to reinvigo-
rate the economy and prevent a recession by boosting 
employment and spending.

Civil Rights

     Passed a bill prohibiting discrimination in the 
workplace, but does not demand equal pay; Did not 
support the Black Lives Matter movement in 2015; 
Wants a constitutional amendment to prevent federal 
gay marriage; Has been quoted explaining that gay 
marriage should be left up to the church, rather 
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(Evers continued)

Education

     States that quality and accessible education is one 
of his major campaign promises; Wants to increase 
investments in early childhood education and qual-
ity child care; Wants to increase funding for public 
schools and restore professionalism towards educa-
tors; Wants to increase investments in higher educa-
tion, as well as support and reward higher education 
research; Wants to allow citizens to refinance their 
student loans at a lower interest rate.

Health Care

     Wants to stabilize health insurance markets and 
bring down costs - including prescription drug prices: 
Believes in investing in preventive health programs, 
especially for women that have been defunded; Plans 
to extend protections for Wisconsinites with pre-ex-
isting health conditions; Has been quoted to say that 
he supports Obamacare while still wanting to make 
adjustments.

(Walker continued)

than the government, as well as stating that marriage 
is between one man and one woman; Has defunded 
Planned Parenthood, as well as passed pro-life legisla-
tion.

Education

     Enforced a tuition cap on the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, as well as cutting the budget of the 
UW system as a whole, while reforming tenure poli-
cies for faculty; Supports charter schools rather than 
public education; Has supported standardized testing 
in Wisconsin.

Health Care

     Has supported no medicaid expansion; believes in 
state control of health insurance rather than federal 
control; Supports the repealing of ObamaCare; Over-
all states that he opposes government-run healthcare. 

NATIONAL NEWS
ANTI-GUN VIOLENCE 
MOVEMENT UPDATE

By Joylyn Gong

     For the past few months, the fight for stricter gun 
regulations continues as students contribute to the
anti-gun violence movement. Since the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School shooting in Parkland, 
Florida on February 14th of this year, the debate over 
gun control has been re-ignited. Students nationwide 
have formed numerous protests to support the elimina-
tion of firearms getting in the hands of those who are 
not suited to own them through universal background 
checks. They are also calling for the prohibition of as-
sault weapons and high-capacity magazines. 
     On the contrary, the National Rifle Association and 
those who endorse their political stance, argue that 
by establishing the laws students are advocating goes 
against their perception of the message the founding fa-
thers created behind the second amendment: that every 
lawful citizen has the right to bear arms. 
     So what exactly has been happening recently for the 
anti-gun violence movement? During summer break, 

many many students chose to use that time to persist 
on urging legislators to pass firmer gun laws. On June 
2nd, a march took place on the Brooklyn Bridge in New 
York City. Several came together to support the You-
thOverGun movement, wearing orange to symbolize 
“ a hope for a future free from gun violence” when in a 
time of despair. Another significant movement is the 
National Die-In, founded after the Orlando nightclub 
shooting on June 12, 2016. Two years after the incident 
in Pulse nightclub, many gathered in unison to remem-
ber those who died in the massacre, in hopes to also 
convince Congress to enforce stricter gun laws. They 
laid on the grounds of Capitol Hill for 12 minutes (720 
seconds), each second representing every mass shooting 
that occurred since Pulse. And on August 4th, advocates 
protested outside the NRA headquarters in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia. The rally was held on Joaquin Oliver’s birthday, 
who was one of the 17 victims who died in the Parkland 
shooting, to remember his life. 
     The effort to prevent future violence caused by 
armed weapons is still prevalent and many are con-
tinuing to grasp onto hope that the government will 
strengthen gun laws, so then the safety of everyone is 
ensured.
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NIKE AND COLIN
KAEPERNICK
By Maggie di Sanza

     On Wednesday, September 5th, Nike released one of 
the most controversial commercials in the company’s 
history. Despite positive and inclusive intent, the athletic 
company sparked outrage among patriotic citizens who 
would not stand for the overarching message of the ad. 
     The advertisement featured the simultaneously 
loved and hated ex-NFL player, Colin Kaepernick, who 
kneeled during the national anthem in protest of the 
United State’s discriminatory policies and attitudes. 
     The 30 year old NFL free agent, Colin Kaepernick, 
narrated the two minute commercial with the intention 
of inspiring people of all types- women and men, kids 
and adults, disabled and able-bodied. Quotes like, “Don’t 
try to be the fastest runner in your school or the fastest 
runner in the world. Be the fastest runner ever,” and 
“Don’t picture yourself wearing OBJ’s jersey. Picture OBJ 
wearing yours,”… “Don’t settle for homecoming queen 
or linebacker. Do both,” were featured in the commer-
cial. 
     Alongside these powerful statements, Nike displayed 
clips of famous athletes doing what they do best, with 
everyday people of various identities and abilities work-
ing towards accomplishing their dreams. 
     The ad finishes with Colin stating, “Believe in some-
thing, even if it means sacrificing everything,” which is 
the central quote for the entire ad campaign. 
     For many, it is an incredibly inspirational message, 
but others are outraged by Nike’s choice to feature Colin 
Kaepernick, claiming that this is an “un-American” 
decision. Disgusted with the lack of traditional American 
values, people have been protesting Nike by burning and 
destroying their products, ranging from shoes to shirts. 
     Moreover, people in support of the commercial are 
proudly sporting Nike garments and making social me-
dia posts with the same kind of ferocity, proclaiming a 
strong alliance with Nike.
     Nike is no stranger to controversial campaigns that 
address social issues. From attacking ageism, to pro-
moting disabled athletes, to featuring an openly gay, 
H.I.V.-positive runner, to championing female empow-
erment, Nike has never been afraid of taking chances. 
     No matter your stance, there is no denying the impact 
of their latest campaign. Nike has certainly accomplished 
a marketing goal: more people are talking about their 
products than ever. 

ORIGINS AND 
EVOLUTION OF 
HALLOWEEN
By Shruti Sathish

     As a kid, Halloween was one of my favorite hol-
idays. I loved wearing creative costumes and always 
had a blast going trick-or-treating with my friends. 
Afterwards, sorting the 
candy and trading 
with friends was 
absolutely 
necessary to 
maximize my 
Kit-Kat and 
Twix haul! 
Although I 
don’t trick-
or-treat 
anymore, it’s 
still fun to 
hand out candy 
to the trick-or-treat-
ers who visit my house. The holiday is light-hearted 
and geared towards children these days, but it does 
have deep tradition.
     Halloween originated with the ancient Celtic festi-
val of Samhain, which marked the end of the harvest 
season and the beginning of winter (thought of as the 
“darker half” of the year). People would wear cos-
tumes and light bonfires to ward off evil. When Pope 
Gregory III set November 1st as All Saints Day, a day 
to remember and honor all saints, the evening before 
came to be known as All Hallows Eve. Since Samhain 
and All Saints Day took place at the same time, All 
Saints Day began to incorporate some of the traditions 
of Samhain.  All Hallows Eve eventually came to be 
known as Halloween, and it was popularized in Amer-
ica during the second half of the eighteenth century, 
especially by Irish immigrants escaping the potato 
famine. Over time, this holiday evolved into a day/
evening full of unique traditions like trick-or-treating, 
pumpkin carving, and wearing costumes.
     Clearly the holiday and its meaning have changed 
drastically. Today, one-fourth of all the candy sold in 
the United States annually is purchased for Halloween. 
That’s crazy. Halloween is clearly a very important 
holiday in America not only culturally, but financially 
as well, and it will likely last for years to come.



OCTOBER 2018

www.jmmswordandshield.com10

BRAZIL’S BYGONE BEAUTY: 
BURNING OF THE NATIONAL 
MUSEUM
By Deney Li

   It was hard to imagine what would result when flames erupt-
ed on the evening of September 2nd in the National Museum of 
Brazil in Rio de Janeiro. 
   Within hours, the 200-year old building was consumed by fire, 
as were its twenty million historic items. Although staff managed 
to save some decisive pieces, over 90 percent of the museum’s 
contents were trapped within the building’s walls. 
   By the time crew had arrived, licks of orange and red were rising through the core of the museum. Soon, the 
crumbling building was surrounded by civilians, who wept and screamed at the scene. Several attempted to run 
into the building to salvage what they could of history, but a large team of police restrained the grieved crowd. 
   Days later, citizens and foreigners alike interpreted the fall of the national museum as a metaphor for the deterio-
rating state of their country. Corruption, unstable politics, and a stifled economy has plagued Brazil in recent years. 
As a result, the museum hasn’t been properly funded. Neglect and mismanagement became a habit. There was a 
time when the museum couldn’t even afford a cleaning crew, not to mention better security and fire-prevention 
systems. 
   All in all, the museum was more than just a gallery of Brazil’s past. It was one of the richest natural-history mu-
seums in the world and home to Latin America’s leading postgraduate program. It was a repository for art, science, 
culture and history. But most importantly, it was a storybook, a tale of a civilization.
   We can only hope that the future will be more intact than the past. 

A WIN FOR INDIA’S 
LGBTQ+ COMMUNITY
By Deney Li

   The first week of September, India legalized 
LGBT relationships in a ground-breaking Su-
preme Court decision. This ruling overturned 
Section 377 in the Indian Penal Code, an an-
ti-LGBT law that had reigned for over 150 years. 
   Although a first step, Indians—and the world-
wide LGBTQ+ community—rejoiced at the news. 
This overrule is a nudge closer to equality; it 
opens pathways for LGBTQ+ supporters to battle 
for discrimination protection and relationship 
recognition. 
   The battle was not easy. Naysayers voiced out 
both moral and religious objections, and several 
government officials spoke out against the ruling.  
The federal government, led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, refused to take a stand on the 
issue. 
   Opponents aside, supporters are proud of India 
for this landmark decision.
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UIGHUR PEOPLE IN 
CHINA
By Leah Vredenbregt

   In Xinjiang, in the north west region of China,  reside 
more than 10 million people of Uighur descent. Recent-
ly, however, the lives of many Uighur people have been 
disrupted by the government in Beijing. 
According to Vox, it has been estimated by a United Na-
tions panel that as many as 1 million Uighurs have been 
detained. They have been sent to internment camps and 
“reeducation” programs. Reportedly, they have had to 

read about Communism and give thanks to President Xi 
Jinping. 
   The Uighur people primarily practice Islam, which is 
one of the five officially recognized religions of China. 
With over 10,000,000 people, the Uighur people are the 
5th most populous ethnic minority in China. According 
to the Los Angeles Times, the U.N. found the percent of 
Uighur people being detained could be as high as 10%.
   The Chinese government has denied all allegations. 
However, senior official Hu Lianhe has said that crim-
inals convicted of minor offenses, were sent to “voca-
tional education and employment training centers”.

NEWS THROWBACK, 2011-
DRUG SNIFFING DOGS?
Published in 2011 by Julia Kroll

     On September 26, the Madison Board of Education officially approved the use of drug-sniffing dogs in middle 
and high schools. In August, the board president said that they were evenly split on the issue, and the vote was 
delayed to receive more input from the community. However, the board passed the decision with a vote of 5 to 1, 
showing strong support for the measure. 
     School principals now have the power to randomly request a visit from the Madison Police Department’s K9 
unit if they suspect drugs on school property. These searches will only occur about one to three times per semester, 
but students will not be notified about them beforehand. The dogs, which are trained to recognize marijuana, co-
caine, and heroin, will only sniff when students are in class or when school is not in session. They are only permit-
ted to search common areas, such as hallways, lockers, and possibly even the student parking lot. Individuals cannot 
be searched, and students will never come in contact with the dogs during searches. The cost, which could be tens 
of thousands of dollars per year, will be covered by the Madison Police Department, not the school district.
     Madison schools are adopting this policy much later than other Dane County schools. Middleton, Verona, 
Monona Grove, Sun Prairie, Stoughton, and McFarland high schools have already been using drug-sniffing dogs as 
a deterrent for years, though they have found little to no evidence of drugs.
     School officials supporting the security measures have pointed to the fact that the number of drug use violations 
in Madison schools has jumped 60% over the past six years. However, this statistic is misleading, as it includes alco-
hol violations as well (which dogs are not trained to identify). Excluding alcohol, drug violations are up 50% over 
the past six years, which is still a tremendous increase. However, since last year, drug violations are actually down 
4%.

Read on at https://jmmswordandshield.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/sword-shield-vol-45-issue-2-october-2011.pdf



OCTOBER 2018

www.jmmswordandshield.com12

HOW TO VOTE
By Matthew Berthoud

If you were born BEFORE November 6th, 
2000, you will be eligible to vote in the 
November 6th, 2018 election.

How do I know if I’m eligible?

Are you a US citizen?
Will you be 18 on election day?
Do you have a WI driver license or WI identification 
card?
Do you have a social security number?
Have you lived in your current residence for more than 
ten days and aren’t moving?
Are you or have you been a convicted felon?

How do I register?

If you are presently 18, you may fill out forms online at 
myvote.wi.gov (Click on “Register to Vote”
If you aren’t presently 18, you may register at your poll-
ing center on the day you go to vote. Plan to have plen-
ty of time, as you don’t want to finish the registration 
process and not have time to cast your ballot before the 
polling center closes.

What paperwork do I need?

Identification (WI driver’s license, or WI identification 
card)
Proof of residence (Must have your address and full 
name printed on it. Can be mail, a utility bill, bank 
statement, credit report, etc)

Where do I go?

Go to myvote.wi.gov and use the “Where Do I Vote” 
page to enter your address information
Read your polling place and CHECK POLLING 
HOURS
Go to the location during those hours and cast your 
vote!

Who do I vote for?

Inform yourself about the candidates on your ballot 
with the “What’s on My Ballot?” page
Research the issues and come to your decisions about 
who you are voting for before you go to your polling 
place 

Wisconsin needs educated, motivated voters. Get out 
and take part in democracy, Spartans!

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐

☐
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
HIPSTER STARTER KIT
By Timothy Zhang

CHEAP AND EASY 
HALLOWEEN COSTUME 
IDEAS
By Beatrice Naujalyte

     Whether you’re going to a Halloween party or are 
still trying to capitalize on your relatively young looks 
to get free candy, you’ll need a costume. Luckily you 
don’t need a lot of money to pull together something 
presentable- you just need some creativity. 

Hawaiian tourist - If you don’t want people asking 
you “What are you?” all night, go for something easy 
like this. You probably already have everything you 
need in your closet from school dress-up days, so dig 
out that tacky flowered shirt and lei, and you’ve got 
yourself a presentable costume.

Minion - A yellow shirt, overalls, and yellow face 
paint are all you need. You could also carry around 
a banana. After all, you never know when you’ll get 
hungry.

paint are all you need. You could also carry around 
a banana. After all, you never know when you’ll get 
hungry.

Princess Leia - It’s a timeless one - get a white dress, 
something to tie as a belt, and put your hair in buns. 
The hair is the main feature of the outfit, so you 
really have to get the buns right. 

Handmaid from The Handmaid’s Tale - Pay hom-
age to Margaret Atwood’s widely acclaimed book (or 
just impress your AP Lit teacher) with the simple 
outfit that the Handmaids of The Republic of Gilead 
wear - a red dress and a bonnet (which can easily be 
made from some cardstock). 

TO ALL THE BOYS I’VE 
LOVED BEFORE
By Ruchi Shah

     A Netflix movie original, To All the Boys I’ve 
Loved Before, has gotten countless positive reviews 
from critics and audiences. 
This new teen romantic comedy based on Jenny Han’s 
hit YA novel is about a high school student, Lara 
Jean Covey, who writes five secret love letters to five 
different boys. Mysteriously, these letters are mailed, 
and Lara Jean has to face the consequences that come 
along with this riskyspontaneous action.  
Overall, this movie has done very well; it has a 96% 
Rotten Tomatoes rating and a 7.4/10 on IMDB! It’s 
an amazing movie that will both break and mend 
your heart. 
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SIERRA BURGESS IS 
A LOSER REVIEW
By Ellie Overkamp

     Sierra Burgess is a Loser was met with 
much excitement. However, many people 
found certain moments problematic. Pop-
ular girl Veronica purposely gives football 
player Jamey Sierra’s number instead of her 
own in an effort to embarrass Sierra. The 
two text while he assumes she’s Veronica - 
and she lets him. Sierra continues to make 
excuses for her questionable actions, reason-
ing, “They’re my words. He’s falling for me.” 
     (Spoiler alert!) Sierra eventually ends 
up with Jamey. In many people’s opinions, 
this is romanticizing catfishing. People have 
also called Sierra out for faking a disability. 
Jamey and his deaf brother, Ty, run into 
Sierra. Knowing Jamey would recognize 
her voice from their calls, Sierra pretends 
to be deaf as well. Well-known deaf actor 
and activist Nyle DiMarco tweeted about 
the movie, “Pretending to be deaf is NOT 
ok.” Another huge controversy from the 
movie is a scene in which Veronica goes on 
a date with Jamey to trick him into kissing 
Sierra. Veronica tells him to close his eyes, 
then switches places with Sierra so she can 
kiss him, an action that Buzzfeed writer 
Hanifah Rahman called “morally wrong, and 
just plain weird.” In the end, whether you 
love or hate this movie, the attention it has 
gotten cannot be denied.

THE NUN REVIEW
By Jassi Chahal

     The Nun came out in movie theaters 
Friday, September 6th in theaters. It’s been 
named one of the most terrifying and scariest 
movies of the year, and it definitely fits that 
title!
     If you like movies that keep you on the 
edge of your seat, this movie is definitely for 
you! Filled with jump scares, suspense, sadness 
and even a bit of humor managed to sneak its 
way onto the screen! There were some scenes 
in the movie I couldn’t even look, because my 
heart was racing a million miles an hour from 
fear! Go check it out!

THE ASHFORDS: PART 2
By Maggie Di Sanza

     There was something unsettling about the comfort of Aunt 
Cynthia’s embrace. As we entered her humble abode, she was 
exasperatingly excited to see me and Robyn. I mean, we were 
just there for summer vacation, not to express our undying love 
for her. No matter her motivation, it did feel nice to be appreci-
ated. 
     Once Cynthia’s tall body no longer obscured my 4’8’’ view, I 
was able to scan her incredible - to say the absolute least - house. 
The walls were adorned with paintings from eighteenth century 
Italy, each piece of furniture matched the historical aesthetic, 
and the general vibe was quaint. It felt more like a parlor you 
would find in Colonial Williamsburg than a modern residence. 
     “You both have grown up so beautifully!” she exclaimed. 
     “Thanks. We are excited to be here.” Robyn said with only a 
fraction of Aunt Cynthia’s excitement. 
     “I have been waiting for this trip for a long time. It feels so 
wonderful to see what kind of people you both have become!” 
Aunt Cynthia’s eyes glimmered with hope and satisfaction. 
There was no pretense or questionable intent; she was genuinely 
excited to see us.
     In a quick attempt to put an end to the pleasantries, Robyn 
made her way up the stairs towards our room. “We are just go-
ing to go unpack, and we will be down in a few minutes.” 
     “Sounds great, kids! Take all the time you need and we can 
catch up over dinner!” 
     Climbing the endless stairs to the second floor corridor made 
my heart skip a beat; maybe I should take advantage of this sum-
mer to get in shape. 
     We turned the corner to take in our room. Compared to the 
rest of the house, it was quite boring. The walls were left emp-
ty. Two beds rested alongside each other, with a single dresser 
blocking the room’s only window. From the moment we en-
tered, we knew that this dresser had to be relocated; it would 
feel too much like a prison if we were trapped in a room with so 
little light. “Let’s just move it over to the corner!” Robyn or-
dered.
     “Sure.” We dropped our bags and grabbed opposite ends of 
the wooden container. “One… two….three!” 
     It required all of our combined strength to move the heavy 
dresser filled with old towels and dresses. As we migrated to the 
sunlit window, my eyes were drawn to a rectangular cut out in 
the floor. With piqued curiosity, Robyn and I dropped simul-
taneously to the floor to examine this enigmatic, mysterious 
wooden panel.
     “Hayden, what is that?” Robyn asked, quite concerned.
     “I think it’s a hatch in the floor.” 
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HOW SHOULD 
YOU CARVE 
YOUR PUMPKIN?
By Garrett Kennedy

     Answer the following
questions and tally up how many 
times you answer A, B, C, or D. 
Once you know which letter you got 
the most of, check online at 
www.jmmswordandshield.com to find 
the best pumpkin carving for you. 
Enjoy!

What’s your favorite shape?

A. Triangle 
B. Circle
C. Square
D. Diamond 

Which creature is the most 

spooky?

A. Ghost
B. Witch
C. Vampire
D. Mummy

What’s your favorite candy?

A. Candy Corn
B. Snickers
C. Reese’s
D. Kit Kat

What color is your hair?

A. Poop Brown
B. Dusty Blond
C. Abysmal Black
D. Blood Red

Where’s your candy bowl on

Halloween night?

A. Sitting in a big bowl on the front 
porch with a sign that says “take one”
B. I’m handing it out to the children 
when they come by.
C. In my lap, lights off, door closed
D. Who knows? I’m out trick or 
treating.

AMERICA’S 
GOT 
TALENT 
SEASON 13 
RECAP
By Beatrice Naujalyte

     The judges say it every season, 
but season 13 may have been the 
best that America’s Got Talent 
has seen. Thousands of hopeful 
acts auditioned, but only ten 
made it into the finals. Among 
them were: a magician, two aerial 
acts, a violinist, five singers, and 
(surprisingly) two comedians. 
Three of the final acts were judg-
es’ golden buzzers, which speaks 
either to their judging skills or 
their influence over America’s 
voting. Either way, there was 
definitely an astounding amount 
of talent on stage. While watch-
ing Shin Lim, judge Howie 
Mandel commented that it was 
“the best sleight of hand close-up 
magic” he’d ever seen and notori-
ously critical judge Simon Cowell 
declared that aerial dance group 
Zurcaroh’s live show perfor-
mance was one of the best in all 
of America’s Got Talent.
     Unfortunately, only one act 
could win the million dollars and 
live show in Las Vegas. After 
some incredible final perfor-
mances, September 18th brought 
the nerve-racking news the 
contestants had been waiting for 
all season long. Through their 
votes, America chose magician 
Shin Lim as the winner of AGT 
Season 13. However, all of the 
contestants clearly have very 
bright futures.
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HOROSCOPES
By Riva Shrestha

Libra (Sep 

23-Oct 22): 
Happy Birth-
day month! 
You are at the 
center for the 

next few weeks. Let this help 
you take charge of yourself, 
your projects, and your rela-
tionships. There is a lot of luck 
and opportunity headed your 
way. By the end of the month, 
you will enhance your appear-
ance or totally change it. Now is 
the time to shine.

Scorpio (Oct 

23-Nov 21): 

This month 
will be stressful 
for you so 
try to engage 

in both mental and physical 
exercise and relax. This is the 
best time to go after your goals 
and solidify future plans. Com-
municate your appreciation of 
the help you’ve received in the 
past. A secret admirer might be 
discovered soon!   

Sagittarius 

(Nov 22-Dec 

21): 
This is when 
you should 
try taking on 

more leadership roles. You 
might be surprised how well 
you will do. Don’t sell yourself 
short. Reevaluate yourself and 
your skills. Whatever it is that 
you have doubts about, go for 
it. You are capable. Your new 
confidence will introduce a for-
merly platonic turned romantic 
interest. 

Capricorn 

(Dec 22-Jan 

19): Your 

image will be 

scrutinized 

this month, so 

take time to define who you 

are and what you want. Finish 

your projects left on hiatus, 

figure out unresolved con-

flicts, and tie up all your loose 

ends. Finding your identity 

and solidifying it will be key 

for your success this month. 

     

Aquarius 

(Jan 20-Feb 

18): The choic-
es you have 
made in the 
past will come 

to either reward or punish you 
this month. Make sure to play it 
safe for the next few weeks. Ex-
pand your horizons and learn to 
see new perspectives; this will 
help you grow as a person and 
deal with problems that might 
arise at the end of the month. 

Pisces (Feb 

19-March 

20): This 

month will 

be intense 

for you, as 

you will actively search for 

answers to your personal and 

professional questions. Do 

not be frustrated, you will get 

them. Connecting with others 

will help you. By month’s end, 

you will be craving fuller 

relationships.

 Aries 

(March 

21-April 19): 

This month, 

you will find 

yourself fulfilling your need 

to be independent and self 

aware, especially within 

your relationships. Don’t be 

afraid to say what is in your 

heart because at the end of 

the month, your chances for 

romance are high!

Taurus 

(April 20-

May 20): 

Your work-
load will grow 

considerably and due dates 
may be closer than they appear. 
But if you keep focused and 
organized, you will be rewarded 
with great success. Opportunity 
will present itself in unusual 
ways this month, so be sure to 
keep an open mind.

Gemini 

(May 21-

June 20): 

 You will find 

yourself wanting to be enter-

tained and procrastinate. Find 

ways to be both productive 

and excited, like starting a 

new project or a new commit-

ment. Set goals for yourself 

because this month will either 

help you get ahead or left 

behind.

Cancer 

(June 21-

July 22): 

This fall 

will be all about family and 

friends. While it’s great to fo-

cus on people you love, be sure 

to get back on track at school. 

You tend to get distracted 

easily (especially romantical-

ly) so prioritize! Your plate is 

full in every direction, so this 

month will test your ability to 

balance. 

Leo (July 

23-Aug 22): 

Your plans for 
the future are 
expanding and 

developing quickly, so take this 
time to step back look at the big 
picture. You may need to find 
ways to satisfy your inborn need 
to be creative and find new 
perspectives. This month means 
many important decisions; don’t 
make them too hastily. 

Virgo (Aug 

23-Sep 22):  

You may be 

feeling over-

whelmed by 

all the new in 

your life recently, so take this 

month to appreciate your old. 

Talk to friends or family that 

you haven’t kept in touch for 

a while because you might dis-

cover something about your-

self. Also, unexpected finan-

cial opportunities will arise, 

so be sure to start saving!! 
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I A V J Y S K E L E T O N H I  
M N F N R E T N A L O K C A J  
G R I M R E A P E R F X L S D  
Q H M O T N A H P Z O M B I E  
T O M B S T O N E Y P E E R C  
K R A D T H G I L N O O M M D  
N P K E F L O W E R E W Q S S  
S D H K B R O O M S T I C K C  
H R F R I G H T E N I N G N R  
A A W M I D N I G H T G J O E  
D Z Q Q I T S P I D E R X M A  
O I C O S T U M E E I R E E M  
W W B C Y E R I P M A V A D Y  
U A C E M E T E R Y S P E L L  
T H A U N T E D Y K O O P S L

SPOOKY HALLOWEEN CROSSWORD
By Beatrice Naujalyte

BAT
BROOMSTICK
CEMETERY
COSTUME
CREEPY
DARK
DEMON
EERIE
FRIGHTENING

GRIMREAPER
HAUNTED
JACKOLANTERN
MIDNIGHT
MOONLIGHT
PHANTOM
SCREAM
SHADOW
SKELETON

SPELL
SPIDER
SPOOKY
TOMBSTONE
VAMPIRE
WEREWOLF
WIZARD
ZOMBIE
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SPORTS

US OPEN 2018: 
RECAP
By Jassi Chahal

     The U.S. Open is one of the world’s most 
watched sporting events. Players from all over the 
world come to compete for a title of excellence in 
play. The Grand Slam tournament went on from 
August 27th to September 9th, in the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis Center located in New 
York City.
     Novak Djokovic came out victorious in the 
men’s singles championship final, beating Juan 
Martin del Potro to the trophy. Del Potro started 
out strong, winning the first set 6-3, but perhaps 
that fired something inside Djokovic, because he 
took the second and third set 7-6 and 6-3. 
     Naomi Osaka beat Serena Williams in the 
women’s singles championship final and won the 
trophy days later. She won both sets against Ser-
ena, 6-2 and 6-4. There has been much talk about 
Serena’s meltdown and the umpire’s punishment, 
but many agree Osaka would have still pulled out 
a win regardless.
From men’s doubles, Mike Bryan and Jack Sock 
from the U.S. came out victorious. In women’s 
doubles Coco Vandeweghe and Ashleigh Barty 
snatched the championship.

PREP PROFILE:
PETER SORGE
By Kari Larsen

Name: Peter Sorge
Year: Senior
Cross country highlights: First appearance at the Matt 
Hadler Invite, JV took 1st, Varsity took 4th
Favorite Subject: Science
Quick Quote: “Real Gs run 3s”
3 words to describe me: Tired, Excited, Curious
Most memorable moment in sports: No heighting in con-
ference and regionals for pole vault.
What I like about cross country: The team atmosphere. 
Working hard every day with your teammates and knowing 
that they are going through the same struggle.
Favorite athlete: Mo Farah
Favorite opponent: West Regents
Top song on my iPhone: Summer Friends - Chance the 
Rapper
I drive a: Totaled Mustang
I wish I drove a: 1970 Dodge Charger
I like Memorial High School because: It’s close to my 
house and there is tons food in the area
Dream date: Queen Elizabeth 
Post high school plans: Pole vault at UW-Madison
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GIRLS CROSS 
COUNTRY: 
MID-SEASON 
REPORT
By Claire Reid

Arrowhead (9/6/18) - In contrast to the muddy 
and slippery Verona race the week prior, Ar-
rowhead offered near-perfect weather and a flat 
course, resulting in 22 lifetime Personal Records 
for the Spartans! The JV team won the meet with 
a three point victory over Arrowhead. JV was 
led by newcomer sophomore Sakia Nishikawa, 
who was closely followed by Katrina Brunner. 
The Varsity squad secured multiple lifetime PRs. 
Team leader Gabri Gaines broke 20 minutes, 
finishing seventh overall with a time of 19:33. 
Gaines was followed by Alice House, Claire Reid, 
Annika Cutforth, Natalie Rhodes, Kari Larsen, 
and Kayla Ruplinger. Reid, Cutforth, Larsen, and 
Ruplinger all ran lifetime PRs. The Varsity team 
finished in fifth place.

Smiley Invitational (9/15/18) - The Memorial 
Spartans arrived at the 62nd Smiley Invitational 
missing three top varsity runners due to injuries. 
Additionally, heat and humidity contributed to 
a slower race on this course than in years prior. 
Nonetheless, JV had yet another successful race, 
getting second place as a team behind rival Sun 
Prairie. In her Varsity debut, Sakia Nishikawa 
led the team with a time of 21:10. Followed by 
Rhodes, Reid, Larsen, Brunner, and Ruplinger, 
the Varsity team finished in fifth place yet again. 
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OPINIONS

TRUMP SHOULD BE 
ALLOWED TO USE TWITTER
By Nic Braico

   Twitter, like most social media outlets, was formed 
with the intention of allowing people to  communi-
cate with others. It was created so people could inter-
act with their favorite celebrity, view breaking news 
right from their phone, or even just use it as a place to 
express themselves a bit. There are two parts as to why 
Trump should be allowed to use Twitter: the practical 
side and the legal side.Keep in mind that before his 
presidency, Donald Trump used Twitter frequently to 
express himself while he was a real estate developer, 
and just because he is now president doesn’t mean he 
has to stop using Twitter. 
  Using Twitter has been a resource for the media to 
report on what he thinks and says; not to mention the 
convenience of reporting on Trump’s recent notions 
on social media rather than investigative journaling 
inside the White House.  It’s also easier for an average 
individual to see what he thinks, in the United States, 
and around the world.

TWITTER IS NOT A 
POLITICAL PLATFORM 
By Anika Sanyal

   President Trump has repeatedly sent tweets with 
deplorable and inexcusable comments. He con-
tinues to use Twitter as a platform to express his 
controversial views. His use of Twitter has sparked 
domestic as well as international controversies, and 
he has repeatedly provoked “twitter wars” which 
have negatively impacted the reputation and cred-
ibility of the United States. Unfortunately, it seems 
that there is no optimal solution to stop President 
Trump from damaging our image and relations 
with other countries. If Twitter were to ban Trump 
from using it as a platform, Trump would turn to 
another form of social media. In this age of technol-
ogy, there is no shortage of venues for Trump to 
express his thoughts. The sad reality of the situation 
is that banning Twitter from Trump will only stop 
him from tweeting; it won’t stop him from harming 
the United States with his comments any further. In 

Two Opinions on Trump Using Twitter 
as a Political Platform 
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   Moreover, Trump used Twitter to get the word out 
about important political decisions, such as resigna-
tions or firings of White House staff, and even respond 
to allegations about him or his staff. Considering how 
few times the White House actually does a press brief-
ing, Trump tweeting has been an easy way for people 
to see what he thinks, at least on the outside.
   Legally, Twitter is protected by the First Amend-
ment, so Trump really has no obligation to refrain 
from Tweeting his idealized version of American 
politics. President Obama used Twitter - although 
not to the same degree as Trump - and most former 
presidents have Twitter accounts as well, such as Bill 
Clinton and George H.W. Bush. The only time Trump 
would legally be forced off Twitter would be if he vio-
lates the rules, which, although he has come close to on 
some occasions, has not occured yet.
   Due to legal and practical reasons, the President 

should be allowed to continue using Twitter. 

addition, Trump using a major platform like Twitter 
enables us to see his thoughts before he takes action. 
President Trump is known to make rash decisions, 
and tweeting about what he will do before hand 
enables us, his advisors, and other foreign nations to 
have time to come up with a retaliatory course of ac-
tion. His tweets allow us a glimpse into his world and 
help us prepare for what may come next. For exam-
ple, in July, President Trump threatened Iran with 
potential war. This led to backlash from Iran, his 
advisors, as well as the people of the United States. 
Due to this backlash, the tweets never amounted 
to any physical action. Without us knowing what 
President Trump is thinking, we are at a greater risk 
of him making unfortunate decisions. Not knowing 
his thoughts by removing him from twitter is truly a 
risk we cannot 

HARVARD’S POLICIES 
ARE DISCRIMINATORY
By Joylyn Gong

   Harvard University is known for being one of the most 
prestigious and elite universities in our nation, per-
haps even one of the best internationally; however, in 
2014, the Ivy League school was faced with a lawsuit for 
alleged discrimination against Asian-Americans in the 
admission process, in order to create racial balance in the 
student body. Students for Fair Admission, a non-profit 
group consisting of Asian-American members who were 
denied entry to Harvard, filed the lawsuit, as they felt their 
race played a role in their rejection. On August 30, 2018, the 
U.S. Department of Justice revealed that Asian-Americans were, 
in fact, victims of racial bias in the admission process. They stated that 
admission officers consistently gave them lower scores in vague categories such as an applicant’s “likability” (such 
as an applicant’s “likability”) and held higher standards for them compared to other racial groups, damaging  their 
chances of getting admitted.
   To many, getting into a university in which the  student body is one of high intellect can be crucial to getting 
a ‘successful’ job. When competitive schools like Harvard establish policies that are prejudiced against successful 
minorities, like Asian-Americans, this is a tremendous issue. Admission officers of universities should not hold 
subjective views when it comes to race. If someone is qualified of entry into a university that holds high stan-
dards in terms of academics and extracurriculars, they should be allowed admission. Race should not play a role 
in deciding whether someone should be a part of the university’s community or not. Although I strongly believe 
diversity is important and enhances a community, there are better ways to achieve it rather than singling out a 
specific racial group in admission. Everyone should be allowed entry to a university if they meet its standards; 
their racial identity should not be an obstacle.
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HIGH SCHOOL ART CLASS REQUIREMENTS
By Brynn Sailing

    At JMM, students are required to take at least two semesters of humanities in order to graduate. Our school 
defines ‘humanities’ as foreign languages, art, music, drama or dance. The online curriculum also recommends 
students taking art classes in order to create a ‘well rounded’ profile for college applications. That being said, 
most students can go their entire high school career without needing to take any studio, visual, or musical art  
classes. Both the JMM curriculum and outside research shows that many colleges require or recommend one or 
more semesters in fine arts. For those going into majors involving art, or art majors specifically, most colleges 
have at least one semester, if not more, of art class prerequisites.
   However, JMM’s offered art classes all have at least fees ranging from $15 to $40, except for both the yearbook 
classes. While many of JMM’s student graduates went on to pursue careers aside from fine arts, it’s still a useful 
skill for teens’ developing brains. For younger students looking to give a well-rounded, cultured, creative appli-
cation to colleges, they should definitely prioritize Memorial’s rigorous art courses. 

CONS OF ANONYMITY
By Garrett Kennedy 
   On September 5th, 2018, the New York Times 
made the controversial decision to publish an opin-
ion piece without naming the author. They made 
this choice to protect the author of the piece, who 
wrote their criticisms of President Trump from 
the perspective of someone who works in Trump’s 
cabinet. They thought that this was an important 
perspective to hear, and they thought that this mer-
ited special circumstances. I agree, in this rare case, 
it was most appropriate to grant the author the right 
to anonymity; however, in most cases, anonymity 
hurts more than it helps.
   In our newspaper, the Sword and Shield, we 
struggle often with the question of anonymity in the 
opinion section. Living in Madison, Wisconsin, our 
school is usually very liberally-leaning in terms of 
politics. Although this is the case, we want to make 
sure that we represent both sides of every issue in

PROS OF ANONYMITY
By Deney Li
   At Memorial High School’s newspaper, the topic of 
anonmonity has been thoroughly discussed—should 
writers be able to submit a piece without their name 
attached? We argued over whether a nameless article 
gave the author more sincerity, or if it was simply a way 
of not allocating the responsibility that comes with an 
article. However, when taken a closer look at, anonymity 
may provide a sense of security and freedom that every-
one benefits from in the long run.
   To start off, writers may feel a sense of safety if they 
leave off their name, especially when writing a contro-
versial article. We are in a time when everybody believes 
in political right-or-wrongs, stand by social and religious 
issues, have the freedom to stylize their pieces different-
ly. When a writer promotes a less-supported opinion, 
it makes the writer incredibly vulnerable to cruel com-
ments and overwhelming opponents. Without a name 
attached to a possibly controversial, but thought-pro-
voking piece, the author can honestly express

TWO OPINIONS ON ANONYMITY 
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our Opinion section. This can be especially difficult 
when we are looking to find someone to oppose a 
very commonly held belief. Last year, in the midst 
of the many gun control protests, we had an author 
who wanted to write an opinion piece pushing for 
gun control. We agreed, but only if we could find 
someone to write a counter opinion - against gun 
control. It wasn’t too difficult to find someone to 
write the article, however, they wanted to write it 
anonymously because they didn’t want to be linked 
to that belief at the time. We politely asked them to 
reconsider and they agreed to write the article with 
their name attached.
   JMM is a diverse school with many different 
opinions. We want to hear all of yours, but we don’t 
feel that they carry the same potency without your 
name attached. We want your names attached to 
your articles so that you feel truly connected to the 
things you are saying. Writing has consequences, 
both good and bad; it is important that authors are 
able to experience both. Of course, if you believe you 
have an exceptional case that you think merits special 
circumstances, we would love to talk it through with 
you and problem solve; but for the vast majority of 
you, make your voices heard and I assure you the 
JMM community will have open ears.

opinions without the need to be scrutinized by dis-
agreeing readers. This leads up to more perspectives 
and a wider range of ideas, allowing the student news-
paper to be more diverse. 
   In addition, anonymous writers are able to try new 
things and stumble quietly. They have the freedom to 
write on topics they haven’t covered before, or have 
the freedom to stylize their pieces differently. If the 
result isn’t as successful as the author would have liked, 
the article isn’t attached to a person’s name, and he or 
she has no need to feel self-conscious. If authors don’t 
have the need to impress an audience through their 
name, they can improve quickly and discover new 
writing strategies without the fear of judgement from 
their peers. 
    Although the power of anonymity needs to be re-
spected, allowing writers to pen stories in the shadow 
can prove to be fruitful as they discover hidden talents 
and diversify opinions.

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS 
WITH US:

jmmswordandshield.com



Saving up for a new phone, a car 
or even college? You can do it! And 
Summit Credit Union is here to help!

We’ve got a FREE student checking 
account, online tools that make it 
easy to see how you’re saving and 
spending your money, and an app 
that lets you split the bill with friends 
(or get money from your parents!). 

And, if you open a Student Free 
Checking1 or savings2 account by  
October 31, you’ll get $10 deposited 
into your account3 plus the chance 
to win a $250 Ticketmaster gift 
card4 to see your favorite artist in 
concert!

Stop by Summit, right in your  
school, today!

GIFT 
CARD

$250
TICKETMASTER

WIN A

READY TO ROCK YOUR DREAMS?
Summit Credit Union is here to help! 

 

Insured by NCUA. 
New members only. Offer valid until 10/31/2018. 1 Minimum to open Student Free Checking account is $25. Student Free Checking requires a 
primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 8/1/2018 is 0.10%. Rate may change 
at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. 3 $10 cash bonus will be deposited to your account at account opening. Only one per 
member. 4 See SummitCreditUnion.com/RockYourDreams for complete details. © Summit Credit Union 2018.

OWN IT .


