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HELLO SPARTANS,

Hi Spartans! It’s Beatrice, your layout editor. I spend my time at the Sword &
Shield knee-deep in text boxes and images, fussing with borders, padding, and
sizing. I love it. We’ve really been trying to revamp
the newspaper this year, and I want to take the chance
to remind you that we make this newspaper for YOU
and your opinions better. Please, shoot us an e-mail at
memorialswordandshield@gmail.com if you have any
suggestions.
In this issue, make sure you check out the recap of
the Save Our Students walkout on March 14th. Some
of you may have also participated in the walkout on
March 24th, and there is one coming up on April 20th.
BEATRICE
If we have one goal here at the Sword & Shield, it is
to make students’ voices heard. And we applaud you
NAUJALYTE
for doing just that, Spartans! Best of luck to you as we
Layout Editor
enter AP test season. Finish out the year strong.
STUDENT LIFE

NEWS

4 // All School Read 10 // Central
Calendar and all about
Michigan
the book.
University Shooting
5 // Prom
Another incident of gun

15 // 12 Angry
Jurors

5 // SOS Madison
March Recap

Eat, Sleep, & Play.

Theme reveal!

Pictures on page 6.

6 // SPIRIT Day

Thursday, April 19th.
Sign up!

7 // Shame on You

Cast list for the spring
play.

violence.

15 // April Doodle

Xi Jinping and Djibouti.

15 // Quiz

10 // Xi-Bouti
11 // Austin
Bombings

A perplexing and
frightening crime.

What Ian’s Pizza are you?

16 // Horoscopes

What does April have in
store for you?

12 // The
Importance of
Student Activism

17 // Avengers:
Infinity War

8 // Blood Drive

13 // Syrian Civil
War

8 // Acing Your AP
Exams

14 // Trump’s Tremendous Tarriffs

Assertive pins and
colored ribbons - a new
trend on red carpets.

What’s happening with
SOS.

7 // Women’s Club
at Capitol
Lobby Day recap.

Give blood, save lives.

Power of student-led
protests.
Looking back at it.

In 3 easy steps.

More information on the
consequences.

gift card?

Where does it come
from?

8 // Number Guess
14 // April Fools
Competition Results
History
Who won the Culver’s
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ARTS & ENTER.

A preview.

17 // Red Carpet
Activism

18 // Crossword
A toughie.

SPORTS

19 // Winter Sports
Wrap-Up
20 // Track Begins
Highlights from the
beginning of the season.

21 // Coach Profiles
Interviews with Coach
Slempkes and Coach
Frontier.

OPINIONS

22 // Teenagers’ Use
of Technology
“crucial for communication” or should we be
worried about “how it
affects mental health”?

24 // Why Korea
Should Not be
Unified

“...would cost billion
dollars”, “not solve the
nuclear crisis”, and North
Koera may cut “all ties
with the US”.

24 // A March Madness Debate

Should college athletes be
paid?

POSITIONS TO APPLY TO:

•Editor-in-Chief – oversees all the Sword & Shield
activities
•Arts & Entertainment Editor – in charge of
Artist-of-the-Month, horoscopes, games, reviews, etc.
•Copy Editor – looks over each issue for errors before
going to print
•Opinion Editor – seeks out (and writes) opinion articles
for the newspaper
•Sports Editor – seeks out and writes all sports articles,
manages the “Prep Profiles”
•Student News Editor – should have a good grasp on
what is happening at Memorial High School, seeks out
articles that the student body would have interest in.
•Layout Editor – has a good understanding of Adobe
InDesign
•Operations Editor & Web Master - website and tech
managament, advertisement
Make sure to share your interest and what
editor position you would like to be considered
for as well as your qualifications.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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STUDENT LIFE

MEMORIAL
PREPARES FOR
ITS SECOND
ANNUAL ALL
SCHOOL READ

By Kelly Wu
April marks the beginning of a
new annual tradition at Memorial: the All School Read. Beginning
last year with the book All American Boys, the All School Read is
a month-long, school-wide event
where students can participate in
discussions, documentary viewings and panels centering around a
chosen book and its important social
themes.

This year, the planning committee — headed by Ms. Mitchell, Ms.
Weber, Ms. Amado, Ms. Loyd, Ms.
Paker and student leaders — has
decided on the book Green Card
Youth Voices: Immigration Stories from
a Minneapolis High School. The book
is a collection of essays written by
immigrant students at a school in
Minneapolis. Every student received
a copy of the book in their second
hour on Friday, March 23rd.
The money for books came from
fundraising efforts. The biggest
donors for the project are Forte Research and Teaching Tolerance.
Students are not required to read
the book, nor will they be graded on
attendance at events. However, the
All School Read committee hopes to

bring the Memorial community
together to learn and discuss literature and important issues in society.
Sally Herman (senior), a member of the Documentary planning
committee, says “I hope everyone
chooses to get involved. I think
people will really like the book. The
stories are captivating, they aren’t
very long, and the pictures of the
people getting interviewed make it
more personal.”
Miranda Moulis (senior), also
in the committee, says “everyone
should get involved because we will
have fun events and important discussions about immigration.”
For more information and a
schedule of events, visit jmmreads.
weebly.com.

| APRIL 2018 | : LUNCH EVENTS (L): 12:10pm-12:50pm
MONDAY

4

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

THEME:
Where you’re from

2

Traveling Exhibit Opening (Library) ;
Kick-Off with Dr. Tea
Rozman-Clark from
Green Card Voices
(Library, 2:45pm)

3

Book Discussion/Reading (Library, L)

4

Documentary
(Auditorium, 7pm)

5

6

THEME:
Who you are

9

JMM Immigrant Experience Panel (sponsored
by Student Activists
Club, Library, L)

10

Guest Speaker: Aissa
I. Olivarez, Attorney at
Community Immigration Law Center
(Library, L)

11

Circle about American
Identity (Library, L) ;
Author Reading Q&A
(Auditorium, 7pm)

12

Author Reading Q&A
(Library, 2nd Hour)

13

THEME:
Where you’re going

16

Writing Your Own
Story Workshop
(Library, 2:45pm)

17

18

Book Discussion/
Reading
(Library, L)

19

Latino Immigrant
Experience Panel (sponsored by Latinos Unidos)
(Library, L)

20

www.jmmswordandshield.com

Geopolitical Realities of
Immigration
(Library, L)

Book Discussion/
Reading
(Library, L)

Community Potluck
Celebration
(Cafeteria, 5pm)
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WHEN IN ROME MARCH 14:
By Ruchi Shah and Amisha Talati
Get ready to be transported to
THE PROTEST
the magical era of ancient Rome!
AGAINST GUN
Rome will be brought to Madison
Wisconsin in this year’s prom!
VIOLENCE
That’s right. The magic of Rome
will be seen throughout the Alliant
Energy Center on May 5th, 2018.
The walls will be adorned with detailed hand crafted floral vines, and
the halls will be embellished with
life sized Roman columns. In addition, the junior class officers have
envisioned to adorn the place with
a white, gold, and green accented
color scheme.
I know you all are dying to enter
the sets of Rome. Fortunately,
prom is almost here! This year
prom will be held on May 5th,
2018; tickets are only $25.
This year’s prom committee Joanne Martinez (President), Riva
Shrestha (Vice President), Ann
Kerr (Treasurer), and Caroline
Gosselin (Secretary) - hopes that
everyone will attend the enchanting city of Rome as a way to end
the year with their friends at a
glamorous event while having fun
and relaxing before a stressful week
of AP testing. Guests will also be
treated with cake throughout the
night.
The junior class officers are extremely excited for the turnout and
are hoping that everyone can come
and join them on this wonderful
evening!

By Claire Reid
On February 14th, 2018, yet
another mass shooting took the
lives of many innocent people.
At Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, Florida,
three staff members and fourteen
students were murdered. The pain
felt by the Parkland community
echoed throughout the country.
Mass shootings continue to happen,
taking hundreds of innocent lives
each year, but nothing seems to be
getting done to prevent tragedies
like Columbine, Sandy Hook, and
now, Parkland, from happening
again. Like students across the
country, teens in the Madison area
know that something desperately
needs to change. In conjunction
with National Walkout Day, student
activists from Memorial and other
area high schools organized a
protest against gun violence.
On March 14th 2018—one month
after the massacre in Parkland, at
precisely 10am, Memorial students
filed out of their classes in the
middle of second hour and gathered
around the flagpole facing Gammon
Road. For seventeen minutes we
stood there, taking a moment of
silence to honor each life lost in the
Parkland tragedy. Following this
moving display of solidarity, more
than 700 Memorial students, armed
with compelling, colorful signs and
clad in bright orange, boarded buses
en route to East High School across
town. There, they united with over
3,000 student protesters from across
the greater Madison area. Beginning
www.jmmswordandshield.com

at East High School, the massive
and passionate coalition marched
2.6 miles down East Washington
Avenue to the State Capitol
building.
Parents, supporters, and employees
of local business watched from
the sidewalk as chants of “Hey
hey! Ho ho! The NRA has got to
go!,” rang out in unison from the
young activists. In a call-response
pattern, students passionately
exclaimed, “What do we want?”
“Gun control!” “When do we want
it?” “Now!” Upon reaching the
Capitol, a few hundred students
moved the rally inside of the Capitol
rotunda, while others continued to
call for action and listen to speakers
outside. The speakers included
the Madison march organizers,
as well as local social activists and
state lawmakers. Student activists
flooded the rotunda, powerfully
calling out “Are we next?” and “I
don’t wanna die in school!” A group
of student leaders from various
Madison schools proceeded to the
office of Governor Scott Walker
to deliver a letter demanding that
Wisconsin legislators pass universal
background checks, raise the
minimum age for purchasing an
automatic assault rifle to 21, make
bump stocks more challenging to
obtain, and require gun safety and
training as well as making this
training more accessible. Although
Walker was at an event in Florence
County, the students left the lettercomplete with an attached 30 pages
of student signatures- with one
of the governor’s office assistants.
The day of peaceful protest and
unity officially concluded at 3pm,
although some students continued
to call for change late into the
afternoon.
5
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GET INTO THE
VOLUNTEERING
SPIRIT
By Beatričė Naujalytė
SPIRIT Day is just around
the corner! It’s the annual day of
volunteering organized by SYS
where around 200 students go
to local elementary and middle
6

schools to volunteer for the day. If
you couldn’t tell already by all of
the advertising we’ve been doing,
it’s happening on Thursday, April
19th. I’d list all of the schools but
I’m working with a word limit here,
people. So I’ll tell you about what
we do. We eat lunch with kids,
play outside at recess with them,
help them with their classwork,
act as teacher’s assistants, etc. You
www.jmmswordandshield.com

do NOT have to be a current SYS
member in order to participate
- it’s open to everyone. Get your
permission slip and planned
absence from your neighborhood
office and turn it in by April 10th.
It’s first come, first serve, so you
probably shouldn’t procrastinate,
just saying.
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SHAME ON YOU:

WHAT THE SOS-MADISON
REPRESENTATIVES ARE
FIGHTING FOR

By Evanka Annyapu
The issue of gun control has become more pertinent for the representatives of the Save Our Students
(SOS) Madison campaign after a school shooting was
reported at a high school in Maryland on March 20th,
2018. With an Assembly meeting at the Capitol from
4:30-9pm that day, the Maryland school shooting fueled
their protest. After a letter was delivered by the representatives of the SOS-Madison campaign during the
March 14th walkout, much has been up in the air. The

WOMEN’S CLUB HEADS
TO THE CAPITOL

By Kari Larsen
On Thursday, March 8th, the JMM Women’s Club
spent the school day at the Wisconsin State Capitol.
None of the members, including me, could think of
any better way to celebrate International Women’s
Day than to talk to Wisconsin’s senators and legislators about women’s issues. We started out the day
hearing presentations about the bills we’d be lobbying
for (or against). The bills included SB476, which would
protect victims of domestic abuse during trials; SB439,
which would require schools to implement programs
educating children about preventing sexual abuse;
SB344, a bill that would make it illegal for anyone under 18 to be prosecuted for prostitution; AB831, which
would add mandatory curriculum to high schools

Wisconsin State Legislature has tabled amendments
from the proposed bill that would give more structure
to gun control, including an amendment for universal
background checks. While there were countless efforts
coming from specific democratic senators, the Wisconsin State Legislature is split.
The SOS-Madison campaign representatives returned
at 10pm on March 20th, 2018, where they personally
hand-delivered a letter to Senator Scott Fitzgerald, a
senator in support of the NRA and opposed to gun regulations. Various calls for help and a frustrated Senator
Fitzgerald walking away were caught on video and posted on the @sos_madison Instagram & Facebook page.
A chorus of chants started as Senator Fitzgerald walked
down a spiral staircase, “SHAME ON YOU. SHAME
ON YOU. SHAME ON YOU.”

about teen dating violence and supporting victims; and
AB866, a bill that would require employers to allow
schedule changes if an employee has a health condition
or other commitments. All of these bills, if passed,
would give not only women but all people more rights,
and Women’s club felt that it was very necessary to
inform our elected officials about these bills. We talked
to Senator Fred Risser, Derek Brown (Staff for Representative Terese Berceau), and Representative Lisa
Subeck. Each member of Women’s club was able to
present a certain bill and share either an opinion or
personal story on why they were/weren’t in support
of the bill. All of our political figures agreed with our
views, and also informed us of how they would improve these issues and assured that they would lobby
for these bills in their next meeting. It was a very
empowering day all over the world, and Women’s club
was glad to play a part in it!

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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GIVE BLOOD, SAVE
LIVES!

By Evanka Annyapu
The annual blood drive is back at Memorial on April 12th, 8:00-2:30pm in the
main gym! The Red Cross is low on blood
donations, affecting many patients in need
of blood.
FUN FACT: YOUR donation of a pint of
blood can SAVE three lives.
Fortunately, YOU have the opportunity
to save lives. Here are some things to know
and then you’re on your way to make a
difference!
What you need to know:
- Appointments last about 1 hr
- Bring an ID w/ your birthday on it
- Let teacher(s) know you will be gone, Ms.
Donatelli will have passes in the Fox office
- Donors get t-shirts, free food from restaurants, & a chance to enter a raffle for various
prizes!
Steps to donate:
[ ] Get a permission slip (16yr olds only, 15 is
too young to donate and 17+ no permission slip
needed) and turn into Fox office
[ ] Email hosajmm@gmail.com or find us
at lunch in the A-Wing foyer from Apr.
9-11 to schedule a time
[ ] Optional: Get the Red Cross Rapid Pass
app ahead of time to answer the history
questions
We are sponsored by various restaurants and businesses! Donors will have the
opportunity to participate in a raffle for
prizes ranging from a Pizza Hut Certificate
to a free bowling party at Schwoegler’s.
Even more, donors will get food! Sponsoring restaurants include, Topper’s, Pizza de
Roma, and more!
Please reach out to the following contacts if you
have questions:
Evanka Annyapu- eannyapu@madison.k12.wi.us
Anna Stalsberg- alstalsberg@madison.k12.wi.us
Manasa Kalluri- mhkalluri@madison.k12.wi.us
Priya Mathur- pkmathur@madison.k12.wi.us
8

THREE SIMPLE STEPS: HOW
TO ACE YOUR AP EXAMS

By Deney Li
Believe it or not, May is just around the corner. And as high
school students, May is basically synonymous with AP tests. Below are hints and tricks to help you smash your AP tests, all while
surviving the two dreaded weeks!
1. Begin reviewing early!
Lucky for you, these tests are irregularly late this year—the
first day of testng isn’t until May 7th. That gives you more time
to prepare, or, more time to procrastinate. But a year’s worth of
information can’t be recalled—or crammed—into one night. Gather your worksheets, notes, and review materials as early as you
can! This gives you time to ask teachers and peers questions, and
when your AP teacher reviews in class, you can treat it like a mini
test for yourself!
2. Buy a prep book (online)!
This might seem pretty obvious, as AP prep books are tailored
for students to do well on the exams. But the trick is this: go instore to Barnes and Nobles or wherever to flip through some AP
books, then order the ones you want online. Seeing the books in
person and being able to flip through them allows you to compare
the different brands of AP books, i.e. Princeton Review, Barron’s,
5 Steps to a 5, etc, so you know which format is best suited to
your needs. Then, order your books on Amazon! AP books on
Amazon range from around $9 to $13, around half the bookstore
price, which ranges from $20 to $25! The extra trouble will be
worth it in the end.
3. Take a practice test!
Taking a full-length AP test is a great way to test and practice
your endurance. Most AP exams are almost 4 hours long, and not
only is knowledge important, but so is pacing. Here’s a trick: get
together with friends who are taking the same AP class, and take
a full exam with them, as a group. This way, everyone will have
more motivation to finish the test and not give up halfway. You’ll
have peers to encourage and monitor you. Then, treat yourself
(and your friends) afterwards to some frozen yogurt!

NUMBER GUESS COMPETITION RESULTS!

We had over 30 contestants who fought to guess a number
between 1-1000 that was closest to and below a randomly selected
number. After all the guesses were in, we searched up the random
number generator on Google, set the parameters and hit the
generate button thrice. It landed on 838, meaning Rayna took the
prize with the winning guess of 781! Congratulations Rayna. Best
of luck to everyone in April’s Instagram competition.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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OPEN A STUDENT

free CHECKING ACCOUNT AND GET
1

$10 DEPOSITED INTO YOUR ACCOUNT

2

plus, a chance to win a new

MACBOOK PRO

3

Federally insured by NCUA. Offer valid until 6/15/2018. New members only. 1 Minimum to open a Student Free Checking is $25.
Student Free Checking requires a primary savings account. Primary savings account: minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY) as of 3/12/2018 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum to obtain APY is $25. 2 $10 cash bonus will be deposited
to your account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income and are subject to a 1099 tax reporting. 3 See
SummitCreditUnion.com/Macbook for complete details. © Summit Credit Union 2018.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NEWS
CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
SHOOTING
By Shruti Sathish

Just over two weeks after the deadly shooting at
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, another act
of gun violence ravaged American society. This time, a
college student shot and killed his parents at a campus
residence hall in Central Michigan University, a public
research institution located two hours northwest of
Detroit in Mount Pleasant, Michigan.
This act of violence took place on March 2nd, the
day before spring break officially began for students at
CMU. Although many students had already left, those
who had not were locked in until the situation was sorted out and under control.
After a long and arduous manhunt, the shooter was
arrested and identified as James Eric Davis Jr., a nineteen-year-old African American student at CMU. Davis

Jr. fatally shot his parents, James David Sr. and Diva
Jeneen Davis, in his dorm room. David Sr. and Jeneen
Davis are believed to have come to pick Davis Jr. up
after he had been hospitalized earlier that day for erratic
behavior. It has been reported that domestic issues were
the motives behind the slaying of his parents.
The deaths of Davis Sr. and Jeneen Davis have greatly impacted the city of Bellwood, where Davis Sr. served
as police officer for the Bellwood Police Department.
Friends and family are shocked and deeply impacted as
the Davis family was highly respected in the town.
This is yet another incident of gun violence that
prompts us to contemplate the role guns have in our
society and what we should be doing to make society a
safer place for all.

XI-BOUTI

By Anika Sanyal
On March 17, China’s legislature, the National
People Congress, approved the reappointment of Xi
Jinping as President with no limit on the number of
terms he could serve. Jinping was also reapproved as
head of the government commision that commands the
military. Out of 2,964 ballots, only two delegates voted
against the move and three abstained. The Congress
also appointed Wang Qishan, a major Jinping ally, as
Vice President. Chinese officials defended this action by
stating it was necessary to align Jinping’s two significant
roles, as head of the Communist party and the military.
However, this move was met with backlash from many
10
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Xi-Bouti Continued...
political critics. Their main concern is that China is
becoming more authoritarian, and political infighting
is increasing. On the contrary, others believe that, by
extending Jinping’s term, he can have more time to address China’s economic problems and establish the stability of the country. However, it is unlikely that Jinping
will actually face much opposition from other nations
regarding this move, as a stable China is their main concern. The majority of the opposition will be concentrated within China. To address this issue, Jinping plans to
enforce an already incredibly restricted internet access,
saying that he will “clearly oppose and resist the whole
range of erroneous viewpoints.”
This move is incredibly important on a global scale
for China. China is trying to extend its sphere of influence, by recently launching its “Belt and Road Initiative.”

This program will build a network of railroads, roads,
and shipping lanes across Asia, Africa, Europe, and
Oceania, with Beijing at its center. As of January 2018,
71 countries (approximately one third of the world’s
GDP) is participating in this project. China has invested
over $900 billion dollars in projects along the belt and
road. This includes investing in the infrastructure of
several countries. In fact, China has invested $1.4 billion
in the infrastructure of the Eastern African country
Djibouti, according to a 2018 report from the Center for
Global Policy Development. In return, Djibouti plans to
give a major commercial port in their control to China.
China’s increasing influence in Africa and around the
world is becoming a concern of the United States and
several other western countries, which is why China’s
move to remove term limits for Presidential power is so
significant.

AUSTIN BOMBINGS

The injured woman was Hispanic.
All patterns fail, however, with the fourth bomb. It
was hooked up to a “For-Sale” sign that was rigged with
a tripwire. Not only does this eliminate the package/
mail pattern, but also undermines the race pattern; it’s
clear the bomber had no clear victim in mind with the
fourth bomb, and the
two injured men from
this bomb were both
white.
The last two incidents
showed yet another shift
of tactics, and would
ultimately give critical
evidence as to who the
bomber was. The first
was a bomb that went off
in a FedEx facility in San
Antonio, and the
second was intercepted
in a Southeast Austin FedEx before it exploded. These
were crucial, as FedEx surveillance cameras showed
the suspect bringing the two packages to a store. They
then quickly found his name, Mark Anthony Conditt,
and location, and tracked his car. As the police closed
in, Conditt slowed his car down and detonated a device
inside, killing him and injuring a police officer.
This final bomb marked the end of a near month of
terror for Austin, TX. As more information is learned
about the bomber, perhaps investigators can find a
motive for this terrorist act, and take steps to prevent it
from happening again.

By Amit Rajesh
What happened in Austin, TX is perhaps one of the
most perplexing, and frightening, crimes in
recent memory. A series of six bombs have detonated in
different areas of
Austin over the course of
two weeks (March 2nd
- 18th). In what authorities have labelled as a
“serial bombing”, it has
kept the city of Austin,
and much of the country,
on edge. And the details
of these bombings show
a level of sophistication
and planning
typically only seen in
crime dramas.
The first three bombs went were hidden in packages, meant to be delivered in residential homes.The first
two packages reached their destination, killing a 17-year
old high school student and a 39-year old construction
worker. The third package was picked up by a 75-year
old woman, even though the package was not addressed
to her house. It subsequently exploded and severely
injured her. An interesting pattern about the three
bombings is that all three were targeting minorities
and minority residencies — the two killed were African-American and were good friends with prominent
members of Austin’s African-American community.

“What happened in
Austin, TX is perhaps one
of the most perplexing, and
frigtening, crimes in recent
memory.”

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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aged demographic. That is the reason this protest was
so important. Students cared more about this issue
than most because, as JMM student organizer Hannah
Levenstein said in response to the thought of students
By Leah Vredenbregt
being to young to protest, “Students are the ones getting
Ever since the early 1900s, protesting has been a
shot and the ones doing the shooting”.
staple of the American democracy, and on March 14th,
Arguments have been made against students walking
hundreds of thousands of students displayed their right
out of class and protesting. The main arguments have
to protest across the country. Due to the state capitol
been: 1. Not old enough to vote so why should they be
building and college campus, Madison is certainly one of
able to protest and 2. Students should be in school and
the best places in the country to examine the
not out in the dangerous street protesting. The
significance of a student-led protest.
counterarguments to those are:
Student-led protesting has
1. “If students are
always been a rich part of
“student-led protests
getting shot, then they are old
Madison’s history. In the late
are both powerful and enough to have an opinion about
1960s and early 1970s, the nation
getting shot” and 2. Right now
watched as UW students
important.”
the city streets are feeling a lot
protested the University of
safer than schools.
Wisconsin’s research
In addition, protesting and marching is a way for
involvement in the Vietnam War. The protests turned
students to voice and vent their concerns. A recent New
violent with the 1970 bombing of Sterling Hall on camYork Times article titled “Why Demonstrating is Good
pus. Another historic protest that indirectly involved
for Kids” explained the benefits of young people getting
students is the teacher strike that occurred following
involved in civic engagement. Taking into account facAct 10 in February of 2011, which effectively stripped
tors like ethnicity as well as racial and economic backall public workers of collective bargaining rights. In
grounds, it was found that students in civic activity had
swift response, nearly 100,000 people, many of them
both academic and financial successes later in life.
public workers and teachers, marched downtown. Some
As can be seen throughout history, including
people eventually slept in the capitol day-in and day-out.
the history made this year, student-led protests are both
While not student-led, thousands of students watched
powerful and important. Though sometimes seen as out
their teachers picketing and protesting for several days.
of control, the student walkout on March 14th showed
I believe another historic day in student-involved
the maturity of students across Madison. Student orgaprotesting occurred on March 14th. However, unlike
nizer from JMM Chloe Baumbach said the goal was “to
the other issues that were being protested that had
get our point across and hopefully this is a peaceful
direct impacts on many demographics, the impacts from
day.” What a beautiful and peaceful day it was.
school shootings seem to be felt primarily in the school-

THE IMPORTANCE OF
STUDENT ACTIVISM
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THE SYRIA PROBLEM:
LOOKING BACK AT A
CIVIL WAR

By Deney Li
March 15th, 2018 marked the eighth-year of the
Syrian Civil War.
The war, watered-down, is a conflict between the
Syrian government and rebels seeking to overthrow it.
The Assad family has held power in Syria since 1971,
and citizens are upset the President Bashar al-Assad’s
past promises regarding economic and political improvements have not been fulfilled. The fighting has
caused an estimated 6 million Syrians to be displaced
internally, and 250,000 dead.
Although political unrest in Syria was also related
to the Arab Spring (a wide movement in North Africa
and the Middle East that protested against authoritarianism and dictatorships), the beginning of the war can
be roughly dated to March of 2011, when young boys
protested against the president through graffiti. When
some of the children were jailed, then killed, protests
broke out in multiple cities. A notable account was in
the southern city of Deraa, where protesters were fired
on, captured, and torture by government-employed
soldiers. The government’s violent response kindled
more movements against the authoritarian regime, and
as demonstrations increased, so did soldiers in cities,
leading to civilians themselves taking up arms. Rebels
organized them loosely as the Free Syrian Army, with
many civilians taking up arms to join the rebellion.
The war since then has expanded to involve many
groups. The main conflict still revolves around the
Syrian president Bashar al-Assad and the rebels who
oppose him; however, both government militia and rebel fighters have broken into smaller subgroups that also
fight among themselves.

Amid the terror, a terrorist group called Islamic State
began to claim parts of Syria and Iraq. Fighting against
all other groups who stand in their way, they themselves
are a force to be reckoned with. Their involvement
drew in the Kurds, who are an ethnic minority in Syria.
The Kurds are against extremist jihadist groups, including the Islamic State, which earned them their support
from the U.S. However, they are carving out land from
both government and rebels’ territory in an attempt to
form their own country, diversifying and worsening the
war.
Foreign countries have also stepped in. Iran and
Russia have sent aid and supplies to the Syrian military,
and the U.S. and Saudi Arabia countered by helping the
rebels. Turkey has sheltered Syrian rebels, but because
of Kurdish rebellion within its borders, are hostile to
the Kurds. The complicated net of foreign relations has
only exacerbated Syria’s current conditions, and indirectly boosted the total number of refugees to 5 million.
The most recent major attack in the war was the
mass bombing of Eastern Ghouta. Backed by Russian
planes, the Syrian government targeted civilians in Ghouta, the last rebel stronghold near the capital, Damascus. The district has been under government siege since
2013, and round-the-clock bombing, which started
February 18th, is now the final attempt to push rebels
out of the city. Over 1400 civilian lives were lost in the
first 30 days of bombardement, and the numbers are still
rising. Mr. Assad’s forces have reportedly captured 80%
of the area, but rebels are still holding tight.
Observers predict that a government victory in
Ghouta is relatively certain, and with this victory, the
militia can secure the safety of the capital. With the
rapidly deteriorating conditions of homes, cities, and the
nation, many previous pro-rebellion cities have been
announcing their support for the government in hopes
that the war would stop if the nation united under one
leader again.
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TRUMP’S TREMENDOUS
TARIFFS

By Maggie Di Sanza
During a White House signing ceremony on Thursday, March 8, President Donald Trump announced that
he was imposing import tariffs of 25% on steel, and 10%
on aluminum. To many Americans, this statement can
seem confusing, and not worth trying to understand,
but the concept is quite simple. A tariff is a tax put on
imports of specific goods. The goal of tariffs is to make
foreign goods more expensive, thus boosting domestic
production of those goods. Their effectiveness is the
source of much controversy in economics, and America has been busy
debating, researching, and investigating the results of this shift in our trade
policy. While it seems insignificant
to many, the imposed tariffs have the
potential of unintended consequences
for American business, and the average citizen.
For those who either run a small,
local business, or are the CEO of a
major company, the news from President Trump is unnerving. For many businesses that use
steel and aluminum, the cost to produce these items will
increase. For instance, the Beer Institute (a trade group
that represents beer manufacturers) said that a 10%
aluminum tariff will add an additional $347.7 million
in costs for American brewers. Other industries are
also expected to take a hit from the new tariffs. Robert
Moskow and Neel Kulkarni, analysts at Credit Suisse,
estimated the new tariffs could substantially increase
the price of packaging for the Campbell’s Soup company. “Any new broad based tariffs on imported tin plate
steel - an insufficient amount of which is produced in
the United States - will result in higher prices on one of

the safest and more affordable parts of the foods supply,” a spokesperson for Campbell’s Soup explains. This
increase in production price could raise the consumer
price; which can have both positive and negative impacts on businesses. On one hand, if demand is great
enough, their profits increases; on the other, demand
could decrease, making regular business slow, and encourage competition.
You may be asking: What does this mean for the
average American? Well, businesses that see the cost of
goods rise have three options to make up their losses:
cuts in other areas, absorb the cost and accept lower
profit margins, or pass the costs onto consumers. The
latter option is concerning to many
economists as it could lead to a slowdown in consumer spending and an
uptick in inflation. “So, for consumers, tariffs are like sales taxes in that
they increase prices,” says Erica York,
economist.
Within the political community
there has been a lot of heated debate
over the impacts of these tariffs.
Some are explaining that they will
not have a large impact on the American economy, and others are express
that they could be inimical. Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross said in a CNBC appearance that the increased
cost for a car would amount to be about $175, which
he referred to as, “no big deal.” Though, Bob Bryan, of
Business Insider, disagrees. He explains that, “If 17.2
million Americans bought cars in 2017, Americans
would pay about $3 billion more for vehicles under the
new tariffs. This number simply is a big deal.”
Trump has now made statements bringing up
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement), existing trade relations, and security alliances. No matter
your stance on the issue, this announcement is far from
the end of the story.

APRIL FOOLS

By Sam Bartkowiak
April Fools! This is a term that everyone hears more than once in their life. We know what April fools is about
and that it’s on April first. Where does April fools come from?
Although there are a few speculations about when it started, no one is exactly sure of its exact origins. Some
historians believe that April fool’s day dates back to 1582 when France switched from the Julian calendar to the
Gregorian calendar. People who didn’t realize that the start of the New Year was now on January 1st continued to
celebrate it on the last week of March through April 1, which is how jokes started. It’s possible April fool’s is tied to
the first day of spring in the Northern Hemisphere when Mother Nature fooled people with the weather. Today,
people go to great lengths for April fool’s--newspapers, radios, televisions, participate in the joking for the day.
14
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
CAST LIST FOR 12 ANGRY JURORS

IZZY MALLIET (FOREMAN), ZOEY RICHTER (JUROR 2), JACKSON KOWALSKI (JUROR 3), KENDRA
JAMES (JUROR 4), J. HIGGINS (JUROR 5), SAM BARTKOWIAK (JUROR 6), CALUM MCCLENAGHAN
(JUROR 7), MACOLM BUISCH (JUROR 8), CHARLOTTE RAVENSCROFT (JUROR 9),
EMMA SORENSON (JUROR 10), LEAH VREDENBREGT (JUROR 11),
JOE BONDURANT (JUROR 12), NOEL TAUTG-

QUIZ: WHAT IAN’S
PIZZA ARE YOU?

EAT, SLEEP, & PLAY
By Lauryn Anthony

By Evanka Annyapu & Kelly Wu [who are pizzas too]
What location would you visit in
Madison?
A) Memorial Union
B) Henry Vilas Zoo
C) State Street
D) UW Arboretum
What is your Madison go-to grocery
store?
A)Pick’ n Save
B) Costco
C) Hy-vee
D) Woodman’s
What is your favorite Madison
activity?
A) Biking
B) Kayaking/Sailing
C) Taking pictures of the lake sunset
D) Hiking the Ice Age Trail
What is your favorite Madison
tradition?
A) Holiday lights on University Avenue
B) Big snowball fight on Bascom Hill
C) Shows at the Overture Center
D) Farmer’s Markets
WHAT IAN’S PIZZA ARE YOU?
Visit our website:

JMMSWORDANDSHIELD.
COM
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HOROSCOPES
By Sam Bartkowiak
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Libra (Sep
23-Oct 22):
Others and
their welfare
will occupy
your attention this month.
Hence matters of love and
public life will be your
priority. This suits you
perfectly as it is your basic
nature.

Scorpio (Oct
23-Nov 21):
Self-development,
emotional harmony and family
matters will be important
this month. Professional
targets and personal
desires can wait for the
time being.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22-Dec
21):This is a
fantastic
month with
very high levels of energy
and confidence. If you
are into fine arts or other
creative vocations, your
ingenuity and innovations
will come to the fore. Your
works will be appreciated.

Capricorn
(Dec 22-Jan
19): All the
aspects of
life are
undergoing major
transformations in April
2018 and you should be
prepared to accept them.
This is a transforming
month for you.

Aquarius
(Jan 20-Feb
18): You’re
expanding
your intellectual capabilities by
studying new courses and
attending educational
conferences.These things
tend to over-activate your
mind and it will be a
challenge to calm your
mind.
Gemini
(May 21June 20):
It is
important to
shift your focus to yourself
sometimes and accomplish
your objectives from time
to time. You can expect
long lasting changes in
your life this month!

Pisces (Feb
19-March
20): April is a
fantastic
month for
Pisces and life will be
zooming and enjoyable.
Career, finance and spiritual values will dominate
your life this month.

Aries
(March
21-April 19):
This is a
great month
for finances and health.
This month you can
indulge in personal
enjoyment and take it easy
on your job.

Taurus
(April 20May 20):
This is a
superb
month for money matters
and health. Family
relationships and
professional life will be
chaotic, so take things
easy.

Cancer
(June 21July 22):
You will
have to
balance your social
capabilities with
independence and free
will. You are able to assert
yourself, but you still need
the cooperation from
others.

Leo (July
23-Aug 22):
This month
forecasts a
great month
for finances, health and
career. There will be
significant changes in
personality, profession,
and public life.

Virgo (Aug
23-Sep 22):
Your
professional
goals and
worldly success will
dominate your life this
month. Family obligations
and emotional aspects of
life can be in the
background for the time
being.
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AVENGERS:
INFINITY
WAR

By Jassi Chahal
Avengers Infinity War
was set to be released into
movie theaters on May 4th,
2018. But now, thanks to
the great wits of the one
and only Robert Downey
Jr. and his Twitter account,
this worldwide phenomenon is coming out a week
early, on April 27th!
After the release of Captain America Civil War,
which showed all of the Avengers in the film, fans
have been anxiously waiting to see what has become
of their favorite heroes since the airport battle. Thor
Ragnarok and Black Panther have shown little sneak
peeks of what is to come, and millions of fans have
tweeted or posted their thoughts on social media.
Avengers Infinity War is the first half of what
the Marvel Cinematic Universe has been building
up to since the release of Iron Man in 2008. It is said
to have more than 60 Marvel characters, including
the Guardians of The Galaxy, and it will introduce
Captain Marvel to the universe!
The movie takes place 1-2 years after the airport
battle in Civil War, where all the Avengers reunite
to come together to save the world from its greatest
threat, Thanos. With old teammates reuniting and
some new members joining, they become the world’s
last hope to make a stand against Thanos. Avengers
Infinity War has already been said to break tons of
worldwide records, and it has already become the
biggest superhero movie ever produced!
The movie is already such a huge deal, they’ve already started to sell tickets. Have you bought yours?
I know I have!

WRITE FOR THE
SWORD & SHIELD!
Facebook group: Sword & Shield
& Monday lunch meetings --- be there!

ASSERTIVE PINS AND
COLORED RIBBONS: NEW
TRENDS ON THE RED
CARPET

By Deney Li
Red carpets at award shows are becoming an ideal
opportunity for celebrities to express their societal and
political views. Outfits and accessories that celebrities
don visually and silently honor and protest the causes
they believe in.
The most famous awards show dress-code of the decade might have just occured this year, when the Time’s
Up movement coordinated the black-out dress code for
the 2018 Golden Globes. The black dresses and tuxes
showed support
for the #timesup and #metoo
movements,
which protested against sexual harassment
and abuse,
especially in
Hollywood’s
industries.
Two months later, celebrities are back at it again at the
Oscars. Many attendees strolled down the carpet with a
bright orange American flag pinned to their chest. The
brooch isn’t as straightforward as the Time’s Up pin—
which is literally a clip that says TIME’S UP in black, bold
letters—but serves its purpose perfectly. In the wake of
the Parkland shooting, which has gotten its fair share of
screen time on news outlets and media, the pins bring
awareness to gun safety. Wearers’ participation shows
their support of gun control and also bring forth conversation surrounding this important issue.
Of course, 2018 isn’t the start of silent protests on the
red carpet. As early as the 1990s, stars wore red ribbons
in support for the fight against AIDS. The 2016 Tonys
brought forth the trend of silver ribbons to honor victims
of the Orlando nightclub shooting. In 2017, blue ribbons
from the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) decorated outfits at the Oscars, emphasizing the importance of
defending and protecting individual rights and liberties.
Hollywood stars have successfully turned spotlights onto
issues and events in the past; let’s hope they continue to
do so in the future.
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APRIL CROSSWORD
By Andy Truong

Across:
4. Was ist die Hauptstadt von Washington?
7. Famous company that made scooters
8. Deuterium
9. In “Cuphead”, a video game, what is the name of Cuphead’s brother
11. Color of fires from burning Cupric sulfate
14. Who plays Michael Jordan in the movie “Space Jam”
15. Write down “secret”. I tried doing something and it
didn’t work.
16. 43°04’29.4”N 89°23’34.8”W
17. How many doors are in the B wing foyer?
18. Web Game that involves guessing locations
19. Atbash Cipher
18

Down:
1. A really cold liquid
2. URL of Twitch
3. The eleventh word in “All American Boys”
5. The episode title of Spongebob where Spongebob
becomes The Quickster to fight E.V.I.L.
6. When sound ends up creating light from bubbles
10. In Toy Story, What is the name of the walking blue
binoculars?
12. What is the name of Saturn’s largest moon?
13. True or False: Bald Eagles can weigh 6.6-14 lbs.
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SPORTS
WINTER SPORTS WRAP-UP
By Lily Lowndes

Boys Basketball
They won against Watertown in their
first game of the sectional playoffs,
then faced a tough loss to lafollette in
the second game.

Girls Basketball
They had a great season, and
advanced to sectionals, where they beat
Janesville Craig in the first sectional
playoff game, then lost to East.

Cheer Team
The cheer team went to State and
earned 1st place in the Medium Co-ed
division, and also won Judge’s
Favorite Overall Co-ed Stunt.

Boys Hockey
The team advanced to sectionals
and had a close game that resulted
in a win for the West Regents.

Boys
Wrestling
Great season for
boys wrestling, as
Guillermo Tellez
was named 1st
team All
Conference, and
Kaden Reetz was
named 2nd team
All Conference.
www.jmmswordandshield.com

Girls Gymnastics
Natalie Donkle qualified for state
in three events, earning 7th place
in beam, 15th in uneven bars, and
16th in All-around.

Girls Hockey
The Lynx moved on to sectionals,
where they beat Onalaska, but then
lost in a close match to Beloit
Memorial.
Ski Team
Jack Shafranski, Joey Collins,
Ryan Becker, Leo Shafranski,
Scott Bohm, Eric Mehnert, and
Davis Hardy went to the state
championship in La Crosse,
Wisconsin to represent the boy’s
ski team, while Delaney Fitzgerald, Grace Greening, Grace Heise,
Maddy Strum, Eryn Weisensel,
Taylor Welsh, and Tessa Mehnert
represented the girl’s team.
19
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Boys Swimming
Our swim and dive team continued their
legacy at State this year, taking eleven
swimmers to compete downtown in UW
natatorium. The team included; seniors Sam
Smith, Alex Wowk, Alex Turgeson, Roark
Lundal, and Abram Zwaska; juniors Noah
Gonring, Josh Barth, Cole Bell, and Joey
Jensen; and sophomore Will Wowk.
Events:
1m dives: Sam Smith 7th place
200yd medley relay: Alex Wowk, Alex
Turgeson, Roark Lundal, and Noah
Gonring 2nd place
200yd freestyle: Will Wowk 6th place, and
Josh Barth 11th place
200yd individual medley: Abram Zwaska
11th place, and Cole Bell 18th place
50yd freestyle: Roark Lundal 8th place, and
Noah Gonring 23rd
100yd butterfly: Alex Wowk 3rd place,
Roark Lundal 8th place, and Joey Jensen
21st place
100yd freestyle: Josh Barth 15th place, and
Noah Gonring 19th place
500yd freestyle: Will Wowk 8th place, and
Alex Turgeson 24th place
200yd freestyle relay: Noah Gonring, Josh
Barth, Will Wowk, and Roark Lundal 5th
place
100yd backstroke: Alex Wowk 2nd place
100yd breaststroke: Abram Zwaska 9th
place, and Cole Bell 10th place
400yd freestyle relay: Will Wowk, Josh
Barth, Abram Zwaska, and Alex Wowk 3rd
place
JMM took fourth place overall, earning 215
points. Good work Spartans!
20

TRACK BEGINS!

By Claire Reid
Track practices were off and running on March 5th. More than
200 athletes braved the cold temperatures (and even snow!) to get
ready for another great season. Thankfully the first meet of the
season was indoors, at the University of Dubuque. Girls competed
on Friday, March 16th, and the boys team competed the following
morning. Here are some highlights from two days of great
competition:
-Our girls JV team finished in second place with a score of 40
points.
-Sophomore Reette Thorns won the Varsity shot put.
-Senior Lexi Zach got 2nd place in the Varsity triple jump.
-The boys Varsity 4x400 relay (Elliot Braun, Lance Drewry,
Erik Young, and Karsten Knoche) got 3rd place.
-Sophomore Jeremyah Williams won the Varsity triple jump.
-Senior Kevin Tatooles got 2nd place in the Varsity Pole Vault.
This meet alone shows that there will be great things to come this
season. Keep it up Spartans!
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COACH PROFILE:
COACH SLEMPKES

By Rahima Osman
What are your strengths and weaknesses as a coach?
Strengths: Motivating our athletes by trying to keep it
real with them, but also fun and engaging. I also have very
high expectations from the athletes.
Weakness: Communication and managing my time.
How do you plan on improving as a coach each year?
I try to work on things as a progression, and this is my
third year as a Girls head coach. Each year we continue to
increase our numbers, to streamline our systems and to
utilize our coaching staff more, by giving them more ownership with their groups, and taking more leadership roles.
What does a typical day at practice look like?
A typical day at practice: athletes check in with their line
leader, do their pre-warm-up which includes band walks
and bodyweight squats, and then do announcement of
important events that are coming up, then do the team
warm-up, sprint warm-up/event groups, finish with
strength/core workout, and they would see the trainer if
they need to.
What are your best and worst memories in coaching?
Best Memories: Still to come for Girls Track, but last year,
getting to second place in conference and having about
12-13 athletes qualify for states last year, which was a huge
improvement from the previous years.
Worst memories: Not meeting my expectations that I
have set for myself for the team. There are no bad moments as long as we learn from them, and take them as
learning opportunities.
What’s your favorite track event?
My favorite track event was long/triple jump in high
school.
When are the big meets?
The city outdoor meet on the first week of May, Conference on the second week of May, Regionals/Sectionals on
the last week of May, and state on the first week of June.

COACH PROFILE:
COACH FRONTIER

By Rahima Osman
What are your academic expectations for your
players both on and off season?
Very specific expectations: having good grades,
effort to match your abilities, and being a student first,
then an athlete.
How do you plan on improving as a coach each
year?
Learn from clinics, come up with new ways to
fix problems, lots of strategies to fix errors that are
common with different athletes.
What does a typical day at practice look like?
For throwers, they mostly do the team warm-ups,
throw shot puts, and then discus. They do drills, lift 4
days a week during indoor season and 3 days a week
during outdoor season, and do some core workouts.
What are your strengths and weaknesses as a coach?
Strengths: I have been doing throws for a long time,
and I’m very passionate about it.
Weaknesses: I have a very large group of athletes and
can’t get to everyone’s needs everyday. I’m improving
by giving feedbacks to athletes on a weekly basis.
What are your best and worst coaching memories?
Best memories: I take pride whenever someone has a
personal best or sets a record, and I enjoy seeing the
athletes enjoy that success.
Worst memories: I had a thrower get hit on the face
by a discus and broke her nose.
What’s your favorite field event?
Shot put was my favorite field event back in high
school because I wasn’t really good at discus, but I
enjoy coaching discus more than shot put.
What are you looking forward to this season?
I always look forward to seeing kids improve every
season, and also seeing how throwers can contribute
to the team’s success.
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OPINIONS
Teenagers’ Use of Technology:

Two JMM Students’ Views on Our Wide-Spread
Use of Phones and Computers

SCREEN ADDICTION IS
TEACHERS SHOULD
DETRIMENTAL TO
ALLOW STUDENTS TO
HEALTH
USE PHONES AND TECH MENTAL
By Maggie Di Sanza
By Leah Vredenbregt
Time and time again, the phrase “kids these days
are always on their phones” is used by the “Baby
Boomer” generation and the “Silent generation” to deter Millenials and “Gen Z” from using the technology
they seem to be dependent on. While true that those
under thirty seem to be more reliable on technology
than ever, it cannot be ignored that the seemingly
constant use of technology is because it advances the
lives of those who use it.
A whole page of web results however disagreed
with me, bringing up some legitimate points in why it
is bad for technology to be so interwoven in our lives.
One Washington Post article brings up a study showing 50% of teenagers feel addicted to their phones. Is
this necessarily a bad thing? While obviously, yes, all
addictions should be treated, it is impossible to ignore
that in the modern world, a cell phone and/or laptop
is a key to success. Most jobs require a number to
easily contact you, which would be a cell phone for
students due to them not being at home for most of
the day. In addition, teachers at the middle and high
school level increasingly expect students to do research, type papers, and print various things on their
22

In our modern society, technology is inarguably a
large part of everyone’s life. Be it for communication,
business, creativity, or just browsing memes, we are in
front of a screen every day. Of course, as technology has
progressed, it has become ubiquitous with teenagers in
our world. This stereotype has developed for a reason;
people between the ages 13 and 25 are 86% more likely
to own a cell phone than people over the age of 30. The
truth bounded in this stigma inspires us to ask: Should
teenagers have access to this technology? What impact
will this have on youth in the future? After years of research it is abundantly evident that technology can have
detrimental impacts on adolescent’s health, behavior,
and safety.
One of the most significant dangers that technology poses to teenagers is how it affects mental health.
In a recent Atlantic feature story, “Have Smartphones

“One of the most significant
dangers... is how it affects
mental health.”
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own time. While it is true that public libraries can
assist with these tasks outside of school time, libraries
are decreasing in size, number, and funding, making
them less and less useful to students.
The concern of easy access to vulgar material and
the possibility of cyberbullying makes parents feel
uneasy about the easy access to the internet. However,
in high school, access to the internet and various social
media platforms is crucial for communication. This
is especially true for extracurriculars. Most activities,
clubs, and sports here at JMM have both a group chat
and facebook page for communication about practices,
meetings, and other things happening.
Especially at the high school level, technology
and easy access to the internet are crucial for success.
As can be seen in how much students use them for important things like school work and communication,
it is clear that technology is something that should be
embraced by all, especially our teachers.

Destroyed a Generation?” author Jean Twenge notes
that, “for generations that have grown up digital, the
smartphone has radically altered every aspect of teenagers’ lives, from the nature of their mental health.”
She further states that “today’s teens are on the verge
of a mental health crisis.” Teens who spend more time
on screen activities are more likely to be unhappy and
suffer from depression or depersonalization. In fact,
teenagers who spend ten or more hours a week on social media are 56% more likely to say they feel a greater
amount of anxiety, than those who devote less time to
social media. These mental health problems can result
in suicide as well. In 2016, for the first time in 24 years,
the teen suicide rate was higher than the teen homicide
rate. These horrifying statistics are due to cyberbullying,
inappropriate material, and feelings of isolationism that
go hand and hand with technology.
Technology can also have notable impacts on teenagers’ behavior. Teenagers are still trying to discover who
they are and create an identity for themselves. Technology perpetuates ideas of ideal lives, body image, or
personality traits. Whether knowingly or unknowingly,
teenagers make a mental note of these mannerisms and
attempt to mimic them. This tears individuality and
freedom of expression away from youth, which can be
detrimental to development and lead to mental health
problems or substance abuse.
As teenagers’ identities are available for the
entirety of the internet, safety risks skyrocket. Be it
identity theft, location leaking, cyberbullying, or physical threats, a teenager’s saftey is put at risk when entering the cybersphere.
Technology has and will continue to change rapidly,
although it is incredibly difficult to predict what will
happen in the future surrounding this topic. Technology is a double edge sword; it can be used for good, but
the negative influence it can have on teenagers’ lives
should encourage us to be more mindful when using it.

“In high school, access to the
internet and various social
media platforms are crucial for
communication.”
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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OPINION BEFORE THE
U.S., NORTH
KOREA MEETING:
KOREA SHOULD NOT
BE UNIFIED
By Anika Sanyal

North Korea and South Korea have had a long history of a strained relationship. With the recent talks between
the two countries, there has been speculation about a possible Korean unification. However, it is clear that a Korean unification would be disastrous for many reasons.
Firstly, unification would cost billions of dollars. South Korea’s economy is significantly larger than North Korea’s. In fact, in 2013, the GDP of North Korea was estimated at $33 billion, while that of South Korea was estimated at $1.19 trillion. Unification would not only slow the economy of the South, but the cost of improving North
Korea’s economy would be over $500 billion dollars, according to an article in the Economist.
Secondly, unification would not solve the nuclear crisis. Over the past year, North Korea has claimed it has successfully tested nuclear weapons and has threatened South Korea, Japan, and the United States with its weapons.
It has also refused to engage in any talks of denuclearization. Unification may only escalate this threat, since North
Korea would have access to more resources.
Lastly, the unification of the Korean peninsula may result in the unified Korea completely cutting off all ties with
the United States. The United States and North Korea have repeatedly condemned each other, and once unified,
North Korea might convince South Korea to cut ties with the United States. Based on these reasons, it is clear that
the unification of the Korean peninsula would be disastrous.

A MARCH MADNESS
DEBATE: SHOULD
COLLEGE ATHLETES BE
PAID?

By Lily Lowndes
As March Madness comes to a close, a little gremlin in the sports world resurfaces. As of right now, no
collegiate athlete is being compensated for their time
on the team. Each year, the debate is brought up again
as to whether or not these college athletes (especially
those in Division 1) deserve a salary for their work.
In good conscience, we cannot allow these students to
continue to play unpaid. According to the NCAA, as
far back as the 2011-2012 season, the March Madness
college playoffs generated a hefty $871.6 million from
commercials, tickets, and concessions. There is no way
that the NCAA is unable to spare a small portion of
871.6 million dollars to give to the players. It seems
crazy to me that someone can be a part of a nearly billion dollar industry and remain unpaid.
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This problem reaches across sports, as in June 2017,
Donald De La Hayne, a UCF kicker was booted off
the team for making money off of YouTube. Because
his channel was garnering views from videos showing
off his football abilities, the NCAA considered him to
be receiving money for playing football and therefore
ruled him ineligible to play. The NCAA is being far too
strict with college athletes who are already essentially
slaves to their sports.
Finally, the NCAA rulebook reads that, aside from
pre-season practice and vacation periods, athletes cap
at four hours of practice per day, and twenty hours
per week. The amount of time college athletes spend
practicing per week is greater than the average amount
of time college students spend working a part-time job,
which is approximately 16.1 hours (Federal Bureau of
Labor). Sports constitute as much as a regular paying
job: players have to work for a set amount of hours, put
in effort in what they are doing, and sacrifice their time
which could’ve been spent studying.
Thus, it’s only fair to pay the collegiate players that
work hard in a million dollar industry to bring us entertainment. College athletes should be paid.
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