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A Change: Advisory

By Beatriče Naujalytė and Shruti Sathish

2015 has been a year of many firsts, from the United States switching to chip
credit cards to Google’s logo change. In the Memorial community, the start of the
2015-2016 school year called for another first – the incorporation of a class called
Advisory to replace Backyard. In previous years, all Memorial students spent one
period every Monday in Backyard, a multi-grade level class meant to build a strong
school community and encourage social interaction. According to our principal,
Mr. Affeldt, both Backyard and Advisory are “based on a foundation of strong
relationships and community”, but there are a few key differences.
Advisory was created to fill the need for students to have an opportunity to
create post-high school goals. Although students in previous years received just a bit
of information in each class about preparing for college, career, and community,
there was a clear lack of a space focused on helping them create a plan. After
consulting with student, parent and staff focus groups, Mr. Affeldt made the decision
to switch from the 30-minute Backyard to a 52-minute long Advisory, focusing
specifically on creating Academic and Career Plans (ACP).
A regular Backyard consisted of 20-30 students from various grades. The class,
which was 30 minutes long and took place every Monday, usually started off with
watching Spartan News. Spartan News is a weekly, student-created video organized
by the members of the club. The videos inform everyone of the weekly news related
to our school while also keeping everyone entertained for around ten minutes. After
watching Spartan News, students had a snack if their Backyard teacher brought
one and either did some type of community building activity to help bridge the
gap between the different grade levels or had a study hall. “Basically we watched
Spartan News, did a couple of activities if we wanted to, and did whatever we
wanted for the rest of the time,” said a current sophomore about the Backyard
system. A senior commented, “I know that its intended purposes were to build bonds
with the group, but it mostly ended up being a study hall for people or a time escape
to use their phones”.
Advisory, on the other hand, is grade-level specific, with 20-30 students from the
same grade in each class. After watching Spartan News, the teacher guides students
through an agenda specific to their grade-level. This is a key difference between
Backyard and Advisory that has been observed by many students and can be
summarized by one sophomore who said, “Advisory forces an agenda for the entire
class period”. Most students reported that their teachers have told them the point of
Advisory is for students to be better prepared for life after high school. Some said they
didn’t know what the point was or that their advisory didn’t seem to have a clear
goal. According to Mr. Affeldt, “The content for Advisory is tailored to the specific
needs of each grade level. For example, the freshmen advisory focuses heavily on
the needs of students as they make the transition from middle school to high school,
while the senior advisory is instead focused more on preparing for the transition
to the many opportunities that follow high school. All grade levels will also include
more universal content including financial literacy, job search skills, and resume and
portfolio building”. Whether these goals are actually being achieved is a different
question. While most students at Memorial are working on things such as SMART Goals,
checking Infinite Campus, and exploring their interests, one sophomore commented
that the teacher you have definitely impacts your advisory experience, because
while theirs follows the lesson plans they have “heard [that] some other teachers just
let their advisories watch The Office.”
We surveyed five freshmen, four sophomores, two juniors, and three seniors to
find out their opinions on the switch. Advisory was given an average rating of 4.3,
while students who attended Memorial last year rated backyard at a 3.9, which
shows no clear preference. Everyone said that their advisory has watched Spartan
News each time so far, but only 11 out of 14 said that they had done some sort of
interactive group sharing activity. The opinions we got from the written response
questions varied greatly, proving that each advisory is a different experience. When
we asked 10th-12th graders what the difference between backyard and advisory
was, responses ranged from “Advisory is twice as long, and they focus more on
practical things such as planning, goal setting, and self-reflection” to “Backyard
was a study hall. Advisory consists of a tepid and stalled conversation about life”. A
sophomore who gave advisory a rating of 1 said her teacher is fine, and that “the
problem lies in the agenda itself, not the teacher who followed it”.
Of course, as we are only two months into the school year, opinions may
change and both teachers and students may get more comfortable with this new
arrangement. Hopefully the new class will be able to achieve its goals and be of use
to the Memorial community.

Editor’s Note

Happy end of first quarter, Sword
and Shield readers! I hope you all have
had a great start to the year.
As the month of November
continues to surge forward, many events
have also appeared around the corner.
For one, for seniors, early application
deadlines are during this month. For
juniors, now may be the perfect time to
sign up to take a practice ACT or SAT
(an article about the new SAT has been
enclosed in this issue, so check that out
for more information).
By November, most fall sports have
already finished a rewarding season.
While it’s not long until winter sports start
kicking into full swing, you can also find
an article summarizing a highlight or two
of specific sports in this issue as well.

Hopefully by now, everyone has
gotten somewhat used to the changes
in Memorial. Among these changes are
a new Social Studies teacher as well as
a replacement for backyards: advisories.
Read all about Mr. Amini, and feel free
to agree or disagree with the review for
advisories in this issue.
Finally, it is important to remember that
November, among many things, includes
Thanksgiving, a time to be thankful. Read
all about the meaning of being thankful
in this month’s issue of Sword and Shield.
The beginning of second quarter
always brings an air of redemption. For
seniors, it brings the end of one quarter
wait until graduation. I hope you all have
an excellent November.
Cheers,
Shalini Patro
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Hidden Heroes

By Minseon Han & Jocelyn
Alcantara

Did you know that 81 clubs exist
in Memorial? Due to the many clubs in
our school, it is very difficult to be aware
of all the activities. A club that you
should know about is Superhero Club!
Superhero Club is for anyone who loves
superhero movies and wants to help
out the community like superheroes do.
Superhero Club meets once a week
on Wednesday to discuss volunteering
opportunities, watch a movie and simply
meet the heros and heroines lurking in
the hallways. This is Superhero Club’s third
year of positively impacting the Memorial
student body. A few of the volunteer
events that Superhero Club has taken
part of are the blood drive at Memorial
and the fun superhero training camp at
Kennedy Elementary school.
An event now on going until
November 6th, Trick-or-Treat so Others
can Eat, is a food drive taking part
during a festive time. Student Youth
Service has teamed up with Superhero
Club to collect and donate canned
or boxed food to others who aren’t as
lucky. Superhero Club wishes for students
to place food in the green barrels
located in the Commons area, near
the nurse’s office, or in the Welcome
Center. If possible, go trick-or-treating
on Halloween day for boxed or canned
food instead of candy. If you aren’t able
to take part of this volunteer event, don’t
worry because there is always a way to
help out in the community.
Upcoming events include the
Salvation Army Bell ringing at West Towne
Mall on November the 18th, reading to
students at Thoreau Elementary School in
December, and visiting senior citizens.
To learn more, join us on a Wednesday
after school at 4 P.M. Stop in to say
“Hello” to our friendly advisors Mr. Stan
Robinson, Ms. Roxanne Rios, Ms. Aha,
and Mr. Mormino, Mr. Steven and our
student leaders President DeMarco,
Vice President Jocelyn A., and Secretary
CC Smith. Feel free to join the club and
incorporate ideas to help make Memorial
a superhero zone. Superheros do exist;
they exist within us, “You don’t need to
be strong like a superhero. You just need
to be better than you were yesterday”Unknown.

Study Tips
Dedicated to
Freshmen
By Andrew Zhou

1. Talk to your teachers. Take
the advantage of our long
lunch, meet with teachers
and ask all the questions
you have. Teachers like
students who are active
participants both in and
outside of class.
2. Turn in all your
homework. Points add up
quickly! In many classes
homework is a big part
of grades; take time do
homework because it’s helpful
for future exams.
3. Manage your time wisely.
Don’t procrastinate on work
and get eight hour sleep every
day; you will you find yourself
in a better shape.
4. If you are falling behind,
get a tutor. There are many
great tutors which our school
provides. Do not wait until the
last minute because then it will
be too late!
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Interview with
JMM’s new
Social Studies
Teacher Mr.
Amini
By Andrew Zhou

What is your full name
and is there a story
behind it?
My full name is Chad
Amini. My dad was
going to give me
an Iraqi name, but
he was afraid that
people would make
fun of me.
When did you decide
to become an educator?
Mmm…It was not until I finished
my undergraduate degree,
then I decided to go into
teaching.
What are some of your
hobbies?
I love, love, and love to play
soccer. I’m also boys’ JV
soccer coach, and sometimes I
golf with a friend.
What classes do you teach?
I teach Economics, AP Micro
Economics, and AP Macro
Economics.
What do you like about JMM?
I really like the environment.
There are many nice people
around the building. Interacting
with high school students is my
favorite part of being here.
What is your favorite book?
My favorite book is called
The Autobiography of an ExColored Man. It’s a book about
the life of a biracial man during
the post-Reconstruction era. It is
a timeless book; you can relate
the book to both past and
present racial problems.
Do you have any pets? Which
one do you like better?
I have a dog and a cat. I like
the dog much more the cat. I
don’t even know why I have a
cat.
What is something that annoys
you the most?
Oh, definitely when dirty dishes
piling up in the sink. I hate that.
Every time I see dishes piling
up, I will clean them all out. I’m
the “dishwasher” at home.

Mr. Ritchie

By Jermaine Jordan

Mr. Ritchie is an alumni
of Madison Memorial high
school, class of 1979; along
with his wife Mrs. Ritchie. Mr.
Ritchie has two kids named
Pat and Dan. Pat and Dan
graduated from Madison
Memorial as well and were
from the class of 1990 and
1991. Throughout Mr. Ritchie’s
career he decided to become
more involved with children.
He has taught at Orchard
Ridge Elementary for 3 years
and then he went on to
Jefferson Middle School for 13
years and of course, Madison
memorial 1995-2015. The most
successful part of Mr.Ritchie’s
career was that, he coached
boys and girls swimming
teams. He was apart of 9
championships. Also he loved
to teach Memorial P.E, classes
as well as being the athletic
director, and now the dean
of students here at Memorial.
He’s proud that he has taught
current students’ parents. He
also coached our principal,
Mr. Affeldt.

JMM HOSA

By Sydney Stroud

Through the eyes of Jenna
Broihahn and Cassie Oberg
What is HOSA?
Cassie: HOSA is an
organization for future health
professionals. We compete
in a state competition in the
spring displaying our medical
knowledge. Throughout the
year we host fundraisers and
prepare ourselves for the state
competition.
When do you meet?
Jenna: Every other Tuesday
in the Rock Neighborhood
center (see Facebook page
for more information: JMM
HOSA 2015-2016)
Why do you like it?
Jenna & Cassie: The sense
of community that we
form throughout the year is
amazing. We have such a
diverse group of members that
all come together to form one
great club/family!!1
Who runs it?
Cassie: Ms. Costello, Me
(Cassie Oberg), and Elizabeth
Wang. However this is a
national club that is organized
all throughout the state.
How does it benefit you?
Jenna: Joining HOSA changed
my high school experience in
many ways. For example the
people I met became friends
that are irreplaceable. Also,
the conference at the end of
the year gives you a sense of
responsibility and freedom that
not all clubs allow you to have.

C.A.P.

By Evanka Annyapu

Are you interested in
getting ready for college?
From finding scholarships to
exploring different colleges to
prepping college applications,
C.A.P. is the place for you.
College Awareness & Planning
was made in interest for those
that are stressed or overthinking about college. Joining
C.A.P. is a great opportunity
for students to get involved in
their future. To find resources
and information, join us Friday
mornings, 7:45, in Room 819
(Rongstad’s)!
Topics that are touched base
on:
-PSAT, SAT, ACT
-Brag Sheets
-Scholarships/Financial Aid
-College Applications
-Teacher Recommendations
-Classes You’d Like to See at
Memorial
-And A Lot More!!!

Being
Thankful
By Evanka Annyapu

What’s easier than
hearing that a great way
to get rid of stress is to be
thankful? That’s right, gratitude
is key to feeling better about
yourself. Research shows that
being thankful effectively
increases your happiness and
decreases depression. The
next time you see a food drive,
you know you should probably
contribute in some way- it’ll
make you feel a whole lot
better. :) In three easy ways,
you can boost your happiness
and have a more positive
attitude about life.
The next time you walk
down the streets of downtown
and you see a homeless
person, you want to reach out
and help them because deep
down, you know they deserve
happiness. By taking a minute
to focus on things other than
yourself can help you realize
how there’s a world out there
that is facing just as much
pressure and struggle as you.
Setting aside your ‘selfishness’
of sorts, you can find yourself
in a pool of positivity and
happiness.
An important thing to
remember is the fact that
many of us at Memorial have
food, a roof over our heads,
and/or clothes to wear, unlike
many young children in thirdworld countries who barely
have a scrap of cloth to
cover themselves or manage
to eat only a meal a day. By
acknowledging what you
have, you should be able to
feel more positive, thankful for
what you have, or imagine the
life you’d be living.
With a positive attitude
to face any challenge,
everyday should feel like a
piece of cake. By being more
optimistic, any tough situation
will seem ten times easier. It’s
simply just ‘framing’ things the
right way in your mind. This
will mentally help you feel less
stressed and more relieved.
For some, these three
ways may seem too difficult.
That’s when you simply pause
and smile. A smile is the last
and most powerful way to
boost your positivity and
happiness. By being thankful in
life, your stress levels go down
and your attitude is gratitude!
Take a chance and try
some of things on the day of
Thanksgiving- there are people
out there that’ll need your
smile.
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The College Dilemma
By Haley Lundal

Pan Movie Review
By Dane Peplinski

Pan is the
newest
rendition
of Peter
Pan since
2004. It’s
a good
film, but
certain
aspects
of the
movie’s
immature
acting
fails to
make
it look
more funny than it already is.
Although the acting is at times
cheesy, the directors nailed
the special effects. Also the
art direction was beautiful,
and the storyline is great as
usual. I have to say that it was
amazing how they computer
generated the model of
actress Cara Delevingne’s
face onto all of the mermaids
in the movie. Pan is worth
your money and it is worth the
experience of watching it in
the theaters. I give pan 7.9 out
of 10 stars.

The Walk Movie Review
By Dane Peplinski

The
Walk tells
the story of
Phillip Petit,
a young
French highwire artist
who walked
between the
Twin Towers
in New York
City in 1974.
The movie tells the story of
his Twin Tower act and also
his older tricks, such as street
performing, and walking
between the Notre Dame
Cathedral.
The Walk delivers great
visuals, a wonderful acting
performance from Joseph
Gordon Levitt, who played
Phillip Petit, and one of the
best told storylines I have
seen in a movie this year. The
Walk deserves your money
and I would recommend
going to see it at the theater,
especially in an IMAX 3D. The
Walk receives 10 out of 10
stars from me. It’s so good, I’m
really looking forward to the
upcoming Oscar season films!

Musical
Preview:
Footloose
By Evanka Annyapu

This year, our Memorial
Theatre Company presents
the production of the musical,
Footloose. With auditions
taking place the first week of
November, the auditioners
are getting hyped up for the
very exciting and enthralling
musical. A musical that is
based on the love of dancing,
the audience gets to meet
Ren McCormack and his
passion for dancing. With
amazing dance sequences,
fantastic music, and a
great story line, Memorial’s
production of Footloose, will
be entertaining!
More information coming
soon...

S&S Music
Concerts
by Kelly Wu

October was a
busy month for the music
department as all bands,
choirs, and orchestras
performed their fall season
concerts. JMM has an
extensive music department,
and this year’s opening cycle
proved to be as up to par as
usual.
Symphonic Band
opened this cycle with a
joke piece, experimenting
with interesting quirks and
sounds that instruments
can make. The highlight of
the band concert was an
appearance by a parent who
donated $4,000 in order to
commemorate the memory
of his son, a student of Mr.
Jaeger’s, who recently passed
away. The $4,000 will help
buy a $8,000 tuba for the
band department. Memorial
matched the parent’s amount
and contributed the other
$4,000.
Concert Choir attended
the Big 8 Choir Festival held in
Sun Prairie, where conductor
Dr. Nelson related to the
singers’ personal lives and
contributed to their musicality.
Concert Choir then took these
songs to their concert and had
a great performance.
The latest concert was
the all orchestras concert,
which featured the freshmen
concert orchestra and the
philharmonic orchestra.
Chamber orchestra, directed
by senior Majestica Lor, played
two Halloween-themed
pieces, with zombie actors
and blackouts scaring a
shrieking audience. It’s been
a great opening to the music
season!

I consider myself to be a smart person, but not when
it comes to school. This does not mean I shouldn’t get the
opportunity to have a higher level education. I have many
other amazing qualities that I could offer a university. Just
because I don’t have a 4.0 does not mean I am not qualified to
have a better chance at achieving my dreams.
Going through high school all I’ve heard is, “you need to work
hard to get into college” or “college is the end goal”. Is college
really the end goal? I think not.
Being a senior I have done a lot of college research lately
and I have noticed that there are a lot of other alternatives to
college, like jobs, community colleges, or technical colleges.
Choosing an alternative to college usually isn’t socially
acceptable in most high school circles. If I decide to not go to
college, I feel people will look down on me. It shouldn’t feel like
that. There are a lot of other great alternatives to college that
are great ways to start a future. Taking a gap year is a great
idea, especially if someone is not sure what to do. There are so
many options for everyone. Students should do what works best
for their situation.
I want to go to college but because I don’t have really good
grades it is harder for me to get accepted to college. Colleges
primarily look at grades and an ACT score, which can be unfair
because they don’t see all the other great things students
are a part of and have to offer without reading an essay. A
student who is a really hard worker deserves a chance to go
to college and experience what everyone says is the best time
of life. I feel that I deserve that; I am creative; I have dreams,
and college is suppose to be the doorway to those dreams.
Colleges might miss out on everything I have to offer if they
only saw my numbers. Understanding that if a high school
student doesn’t get into the college they applied to, it might
not be the end of the world. Knowing there are other options
to achieving their dreams may help students during this stressful
time. Letting go of the high expectation of getting into a
prestigious university might be the first step to helping all seniors
get through this time of year.

Memorial’s
Freshest Clubs
Satire by Amol Rajesh

Memorial has a tradition for having a wide array of clubs
which connect passionate people with other people of the
same interests. However, there are certain organizations that
remain unrepresented in our Memorial community. These new
clubs will add diversity to Memorial’s “club scene”.
NJS (National Jaywalker Society): Claiming to have the
same prestige as its sister organization, the National Honor
Society, this club is dedicated to recognizing excellence in
jaywalking. More ambitious goals include uniting jaywalkers in
an alliance against traffic rules.
Model OPEC: Akin to Model UN, this club seeks to
simulate the environment of cheating, manipulation and deceit
seen in meetings of the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC).
Person A: I work for an organization that is dysfunctional and full
of crooks.
Person B: I bet you work for OPEC.
Yelling Club: A place where people with loud voices can
congregate and scream at each other. Meets at East high
school throughout the day.
GTA (Geek-Textbook Alliance): Although geeks appear
like know-it-alls, they would not know anything if they didn’t
read textbooks all day (or so my friends claim, it’s not like I
would know or anything...). This club seeks to acknowledge the
role textbooks play in making geeks appear smart.
Students Against Legal Parking: In an aim to express
ultimate individuality, this club advocates for students to park
their cars in a location and orientation that “unique and illegal
at the same time.”
Anarchist Club: Without a club leader or any form of
organization, this club’s claim to fame is being a source of
chaos. Activities include creating riots and setting chairs on fire.
Conspiracy Club: A club dedicated to conspiracy
theories and other useless distractions. Currently debating on
whether the moon exists.

JMM Holiday Art Fair
Thursday, Dec. 18 (7-7pm) & Friday, Dec 19 (7-4)

Memorial Art Gallery across from Student Service
Lovely and well-crafted artwork in a variety of media
Functional ceramics, glassware, original 2-D art, etc!
Artworks crafted by local professionals, teachers and students

The price point on items is as fair as you will find in Madison!
*A fundraiser for the Art Department and JMM Endowment Fund
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Contact Geof Herman with your questions: <herman@madison.k12.wi.us>

November 2015
Horoscopes
By Maryann Rehani
Great Seasons for Boys Soccer
and Girls
Volleyball
By Ryan Morgan

Both the Boys Soccer and Girls Volleyball seasons have come
to an end, but not without tough, hard-fought performances in
their playoff games. Even though the volleyball team fell to
Tomah, it doesn’t take anything away from their successful
season, finishing with a 6-5 record in the Big Eight conference.
In addition, the Boys Soccer team has nothing to be ashamed
of as well. The soccer team finished with a 13-7-2 record overall,
with a 6-3 record in conference. Both teams have many seniors
departing, including three Division 1 athletes, one in soccer and
two in volleyball. With these seniors leaving, each of these
teams are going to have some gaps to fill in order to get
back to this success. Thanks you seniors and good luck to the
returning players!

Winter is Coming

By Megan Liebau

With winter coming up, health professionals are urging
people to get their flu vaccinations. Each year in America,
200,000 people are hospitalized for flu related symptoms,
and 36,000 people die annually from flu related symptoms.
The Center for Disease and control has found that “many
of the deaths could have been prevented if the children
had been vaccinated against the flu”. With the recent provaccination movement, many parents are pushing for schools
to mandate vaccinations. Although James Madison Memorial
does not require teens to get vaccinated, it is suggested to
be vaccinated by the CDC. There are two ways of getting
vaccinated: the traditional needle and the Nasal Spray.
The traditional shot will poke through the skin and into
the body. This method is generally quick. The Nasal Spray is
a two part vaccine- a health care professional will spray one
vaccination in each nostril. It is painless and takes less than five
minutes from exiting the waiting room to leaving their office.
However, some people will not be able to receive the flu
vaccine, either by the traditional shot or with the Nasal spray.
Check with your doctor to see what option is best for you.
Source: CNN, CDC

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) You’ve got good karma
coming your way. Your good deeds this past month will
serve you well! Enjoy yourself this month, Scorpio!
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Something or
someone from your past may reappear. Be aware!
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Love is in the air
for you! Whether it’s a new significant other or
a potential crush, you’ve got someone in mind! Make your
move, Capricorn, because luck is on your side!
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) You’ve been bombarded with
plans and future ideas lately. Don’t let it intimidate you!
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Your grades aren’t
as good as you’d like right now. Make sure to
work extra hard to get them up before next
semester!
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) You’re enjoying the fall
weather. Spend some time outside before it gets too cold!
Something unexpected may happen!
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) While you may have
problems accepting a new change in your life, be open to
new things-they may be beneficial!
Gemini (May 21 - June 21) You’ve been
pressured into making some sort of decision.
Make sure to weigh all of your options and think your
choice through!
Cancer (June 22 - July 22) Money may be an
issue for you right now. Don’t sweat it as cash is coming
your way!
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) This month is gonna be
rough for you. Stay positive, Leo! Things may not
work out just right immediately, but they will look up!
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Watch your words this month.
Something you say could end up being very offensive to
someone you care about. Be careful!

Go Big Read
By Isabella Wu

Save more. Spend smarter. Give back. Inspire others.

Hey
Spartans

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Use this month to clear your mind.
Distance yourself from toxic people in order to keep
yourself grounded.

Win a $2,500
Scholarship!

Even the runners-up will receive $500!

Enter the Project Teen Money Scholarship Contest and you’ll
create three short videos to teach and inspire your peers to
save more, spend smarter and give back. Six teens will be
selected to compete.
Interested? Sweet! Grab your phone and create a quick
30 to 60 second video telling us why you want to compete.
Visit SummitCreditUnion.com/ProjectTeenMoney to learn
more and submit your video or stop by the Summit branch
at school!
Deadline is November 20, 2015!

On Monday, October 26th, over 40 Memorial students
attended the Go Big Read dinner and discussion hosted
by the Social Justice Book Group. The event was held in
conjunction with UW’s annual Go Big Read talk at the
South Union. This year, “Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption” by criminal-defense lawyer Bryan Stevenson
was the highlighted read. The book details Stevenson’s
journey through criminal trials, showing how “criminal
justice” often disproportionately harms the condemned. It
tells the heart wrenching story of Walter McMillian, a black
man who was held on death row for 6 years for a murder
he was not involved in. Prosecutors suppressed obvious
evidence proving his innocence and found informants to
testify against him. Other cases in the book include a boy
who is raped several times in an adult jail; a poor mother
who miscarriages and is prosecuted for murder; and refusals
to acknowledge a defendant has severe mental disabilities.
Over 5,000 copies of the book were distributed to
incoming freshman at the UW-Madison, and almost all
police agencies in Dane County have ordered at least
one copy. In Memorial, the book has been prominent
among juniors, promoted by the Social Justice Book
Group. “[Just Mercy”] raises tough and important questions
about inequalities in the criminal justice system,”said UW
Chancellor Rebecca Blank. “Now is a particularly good time
to hold these conversations, as UW-Madison students, staff
and faculty grapple with the ways in which these larger
national issues affect our own community.”
Following the discussion hosted by the Social Justice
Book Group, Memorial students went to Bryan Stevenson’s
free talk at the Union South. An unexpectedly large turnout
filled the hall by 6:30; the remaining crowd was told to
watch a live broadcast in the Discovery Institute across the
street. Numbers were so large that many had to watch from
outside the DeLuca Forum.
Stevenson’s talk focused on fixing social
justice issues, weaving in many anecdotes
from his book. He addressed four points in
suceeding: proximity, finding a narrative,
having hope, and getting uncomfortable.
“I believe that when you get close, get
proximate, you begin to understand,” said
Stevenson.
Copies of “Just Mercy” are available in
the Memorial Library or Ms. Fitzgerald’s
room.
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Coming March 2016: The Newly
Redesigned SAT
By Shalini Patro

Walking through the test-prep aisle of Barnes and Noble,
among the overwhelming number of Princeton Review,
Barron’s, and Kaplan books, one may notice a new addition
to these editions. Nested between all the other top brand
By Yahaira Vallin
volumes, with big, bold titles are new prep books for the
What has it been like playing tennis for memorial these past 3
redesigned SAT, with the first ever test date on March 5, 2016.
years?
Not surprisingly, the new SAT is a lot different than the
Hadley Nellis-“I joined tennis my sophomore year and I was
original SAT. While the old SAT had a test duration of 3 hours
super nervous because everyone else had been there and
and 45 minutes, the new SAT has a test duration of 3 hours
knew what was going on. But the team was really accepting
and 50 minutes if taken with the essay, and only 3 hours if
and very helpful. It’s been really great to get to know everyone taken without. The essay is now an optional part of the SAT,
and see how much we’ve changed as a group. Even though
which is a blessing to some, and an annoyance to others.
it’s a little crazy at times, Overall it’s been a really great
The grading scale for the test has also changed, or more
experience.”
accurately, reverted back to be out of 1600 points. The old
What have been some of the most memorable moments with
SAT was scored out of 2400 points. Even the multiple choice
the team?
questions themselves have changed! Over the years, the
Megan Wurf-“When we all come together to do something
biggest complaint from students was that all of the vocab that
for either our coaches, or another player. We are our own
they memorized was both obscure, and useless after it was
community, and we all care for and respect one another. Or
applied on the SAT. Now, according to the testing company,
when we have a tournament or invite, and just the way that we students will now be learning more useful words that can be
support one another.”
applied to other situations other than the SAT. The number of
Hadley Nellis-“ I agree with what Megan said.”
multiple choice answers have also changed. Before, there
What was it like being captains this year?
were five multiple choice answers, but now the number has
Megan Wurf-“Hectic, completely unexpected, big responsibility, been reduced to four. This is, I’m sure, a great relief because
trying to help out the coach.”
that is one less answer to debate between when answering the
Hadley Nellis-“It was a little crazy at times, but I really enjoyed it. multiple choice question.
It was nice to take on some responsibility and everyone on the
While all of these extensive
green team was super helpful and kind so that really helped
changes seem to be a good
take some stuff off our plates. And it was super unexpected,
improvement, I have saved
like I knew Megan was going to be captain because she really
the best change for last. The
stepped up and help organize the remind101, but I kind of rode biggest downside about the SAT
her coat tails on this one.”
had always been the guessing
Will you be playing senior year?
penalty--¼ of a point deduction
Hadley Nellis-“Yes 100%. I want to finish off tennis with my girls
for every question gotten
and my senior year wouldn’t be as good without tennis.”
wrong in addition to the loss
Megan Wurf-“Same, I wouldn’t want to do anything else. I
of points obtained by getting
would miss the girls too much because honestly, it’s not even
the question wrong in the first
so much about the sport anymore. I love the community, the
place. For example, if someone
support, and most of all the people.”
were to get 4 questions wrong
Hadley Nellis-“Me too. It wouldn’t matter what sport it was to
on the Math section, that would
me if I had that community of friends and the support they
correlate to losing 5 points in the
give.”
subscore of the section. Now,
Would you recommend people joining next year?
that guessing penalty has been
Hadley Nellis-“Yeah definitely! It’s a really great sport and
abolished. No longer will scores
everyone is welcome!”
be slightly lower than desired.
Megan Wurf-“Yes!!! Definitely. If you want to have lifelong
Rather than being punished
friends and just a community of people that will come to know
for guessing and making an effort, students can now rest easy
you, cheer you on, and just be proud of you, or even if you
knowing that guessing will not harm them in any way.
want to cheer on others, join. I wouldn’t give back those years
Overall, the SAT seems to be a little bit easier. However, no true
of being on tennis for anything at all, because that is where
feelings can be shared until people have actually taken the
I truly found my place in high school. Especially for incoming
test. Like all new tests, there is no doubt that the new SAT will get
freshmen who are worried about not knowing anyone, join
slightly modified over the course of the years, but for now, this
because of all the stuff i said previously.”
new format seems to be a good replacement for the previous
Do you guys play any other sports?
version.
Megan Wurf-“I also play track in the spring.”
Hadley Nellis-“Yeah, Irish dance if that counts and I do Ultimate
Frisbee as well.”
Last question, how has junior year been so far?
Hadley Nellis-“I’d say it’s been a whirlwind of new experiences
and responsibilities and overall it’s been wonderful but I’m
looking forward to thanksgiving break.”

Tennis captains interview

The Immigration / Migration
Open House
By Deney Li and Riva Shrestha

November 2nd was the Immigration/Migration Open
House, an annual exhibition for all the ninth graders at Memorial
to showcase their family roots. After weeks of intense research
and hard work, the freshmen were finally able to sit back, relax,
and enjoy the show. Through extensive research, including
online databases, books and even interviews, the students
were able to put together their unique stories of their past
generations. This was a very personal, cultural experience for
many of the freshmen as they were able to dive deep into their
family’s background.
The Open House night was a major success! Creative
and colorful posters presenting the information decorated the
main gym, no poster alike, and all filled with ancient artifacts.
It wasn’t an easy feat, completing a tri-fold on your family.
Samantha Watson, a fellow freshman, smiles at her extravagant
poster. “I spent a couple weeks on this,” she laughs. “I’m proud I
got it done.”
“My great-grandfather was from Austria,” says Will
Sprout. “He bought a farm and established a life for the future
generations.”
His project
sits on the
bleachers in
front of him,
the words
and pictures
painting a

stunning tale.
Many students even
dressed up in ethnic clothes
traditionally worn in their
family’s country of origin.
Danni Yang, decked out
in a beautiful blue dress
accompanied by a beaded
headdress originating from
Laos, says “This project really
let me learn more about my
dad’s immigration story. I
found out things I never knew before.”
In addition, there was an abundance of international
ethnic cuisine available for sampling in the cafeteria. Although
the lines were long, it was definitely worth it to taste the
traditional mouth-watering dishes brought by the families of the
freshmen.
The open house was even more entertaining with the
musical performances that took place. This year, a Latina
dance group performed traditional ethnic dances for
everyone.
Ms. Staley, a ninth grade history teacher, commented
with a beaming smile on her face, that this year’s Immigration
Migration Open House was the best one she’s seen in quite a
few years. The event brought together freshmen families for a
night, allowing them to socialize and learn more about their
classmates. The Immigration/Migration open house couldn’t
have been possible without our amazing History department.
With their help, Memorial High School was transformed into
a vibrant, festive international fair, full of excitement and
enriching experiences for everyone.
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Election
2016 Update
by Caleb Walker

About a year from now we will know who the next
President of the United States will be. Things are beginning
to heat up as debate season has begun. So far there have
been three Republican debates and one Democrat debate.
The first major candidate to drop out was Wisconsin’s own
governor Scott Walker. Walker was considered a front runner
for the Republican nomination. He got the backing of the
billionaire Koch brothers and was leading the polls early in the
summer. But after two weak debate performances and the
rise of unexpected candidates Donald Trump, Ben Carson and
Carly Fiorina, he dropped to less than 1% among potential
voters. He officially suspended his campaign but it has shown
no signs of coming back and at this point it would be too hard
for him to come back. Here is a list of some of the other serious
candidates ranked on their poll numbers relative to their party.
The list goes from highest to lowest.
Democrats-Both of these candidates favor increased and
expanded social programs, raising the minimum wage to $15
an hour, better gun control, supporting planned parenthood,
workers rights, supporting the lower and middle class and
supporting union rights.
Hillary Clinton-Former Secretary of State, considered moderately
liberal, was seen as clear cut favorite for Democratic
nomination until the recent rise of Bernie Sanders, faced
controversy due to an email scandal
Bernie Sanders-Democratic Socialist, Considered far more
progressive than Clinton, Has a consistent progressive track
record which is something some people feel Clinton has
changed her views on over the years. Policies focus on income
inequality. Wants to make public college free, create universal
health care and expand social programs by going after Wall
Street and the top 1% to pay for it. Wants to end private for
profit prisons, making people automatically allowed to vote
when they turn 18, campaign finance reform, taking care of
veterans and fighting climate change.
Republicans-Most of these candidates favor repealing
Obamacare, cutting taxes, lower gun control, against abortion
and cutting social programs such as medicare, medicaid and
social security.
Donald Trump-Billionaire businessman. Arguably has gotten
the most attention out of any candidate. Has made headlines
with his idea to deport all undocumented immigrants and build
a wall with Mexico. While other republican candidates tend
to support immigration reform this idea Created controversy
for taking personal shots at other candidates and journalist.
Despite leading most republican polls is ironically enough
liberal on several issues and is by far the most liberal republican
candidate, supporting expanding medicare, medicaid and
social security. At one point identified as a democrat in the
early 2000’s. Most LGBT friendly Republican candidate.
Ben Carson-Brain surgeon and award winning author. Has
consistently been the second highest polling candidate
and some polls now have him as the frontrunner. Has many
conservative policies. Has been known for denying evolution,
global warming and calling homosexuality a choice.
Carly Fiorina-Former CEO of HP. Started out with low poll
numbers but since the second debate has shot up to a
consistent third place. Her actions while CEO of HP have led
many to question her qualifications as a presidential candidate
Marco Rubio-Senator from Florida. Has many conservative
policies. Emphasis seems to be helping the middle and working
class
Jeb Bush-Governor of Florida. Son of former president George
H.W. Bush and brother of George W. Bush. Once considered
one of the likely nominees but has slowly been falling in the
polls.
Ted Cruz-Senator from Texas. Claims that their is a war against
christians and claims he wants to fight it. Emphasizes than he
wants to return to Reagan America but contradicts Reagan in
that he would never raise taxes which Reagan who do when
necessary and being against illegal immigration which Reagan
had an amnesty program set up for.
Mike Huckabee-Former governor of Arkansas. Like Cruz he
believe that their is a war on christians.
Chris Christie-Governor of New Jersey. More supportive of
criminal justice reform than other republican candidates.
Proposes increasing the age of eligibility for medicare and
social security.
John Kasich-Governor of Ohio. Nobody had ever heard of him
before the first Republican debate. Supports criminal justice
reform. Signed bill in Ohio that restricted collective bargaining
agreement for public employees similar to Walker’s bill from
a few years ago. Supports social security, medicare and
medicaid to a point.
Rand Paul-Senator from Kentucky. Son of longtime presidential
candidate Ron Paul. Supports social security. Supports legalizing
marijuana.

Senior Spotlight:
Senior
of November
By Ameya Sanyal

Name: Alexandra Diane
Center
Favorite Class: Prostart Chef
Favorite Album: Graduation by
Kanye West
Favorite Dessert: Chocolate
lava cake
Hobby: Swimming
Tell us something interesting:
Because of the school district
I live in, I’m actually supposed
to go to West High! However, I
open enrolled at Memorial.
Tell us a secret: I have
sidonglobophobia (I’m afraid
of cotton balls).
What are you most excited for during your senior year?: I love
getting to take fun electives and am really excited to go to
graduation parties.
Where can we find you at lunch?: Noodles & Company!
What motivates you?: I want to be able to open doors for my
future and set myself up for success in college and beyond.
What clubs are you in and how have they changed you?: I’m in
Peer Partners, Key Club and FBLA. I’ve gotten to meet a lot of
new people through these clubs that I wouldn’t have otherwise.
These clubs have helped me to get more involved with the
Memorial and the community around it.
How do you find time to relax?: I prioritize my schoolwork by
planning ahead and not procrastinating. This way on weekends
and some school nights I have free time.
How do you manage your time?: I do my schoolwork right away
when it’s assigned and space out longer assignments, so that
it’s never left until the last minute. I try to prioritize what needs to
be done between swimming, school, and clubs.
Any advice for future students?: If you feel like you’re falling
behind in any of your classes, make sure to reach out to your
teachers or another resource.

Homecoming:
Memorial vs West
By Sanjana Kumar

Every fall, high schools across America get ready for one
of the biggest events of the year: Homecoming. High schoolers
make plans with friends, find dates, and (as the teachers hope
for) finish all their homework before the weekend. At Memorial,
we celebrate a “Homecoming Week” that culminates in a
giant pep rally the Friday before the dance. We have dress-up
days, friendly competitions between the grades, and the “guygirl” dance performed by the Poms Team.
However, incoming students might have noticed the absence
of one tradition. Homecoming Court is a prominent part of
homecoming around the nation. For those of you who haven’t
heard of this tradition, Homecoming Court is the election of
around 10-20 students to represent their grades and school at
homecoming. From these elected students, a Homecoming
“King” and “Queen” are chosen. Usually, the King and Queen
are seniors.
The last time Memorial had a Homecoming Court
was in the 2012-2013 school year, or when today’s seniors
were sophomores. Whether it is because of the “popularity
contests” that these elections often became, or because of the
controversies over who would be elected, Memorial ended this
tradition.
However, is simply getting rid of Homecoming Court the
solution to these problems? This year, Madison West High School
switched to a gender-neutral homecoming court. The change
was brought about when a petition signed by over 1,000
students and faculty members reached the principal. The new
version of court still has 20 seniors chosen by popular vote — but
there’s a catch. There doesn’t have to be an equal number
of each gender. Instead of a King and a Queen, two “Regent
Rulers” are honoured with the higher titles. By changing the
Court, West is keeping with its Homecoming traditions while still
welcoming all of its students.
West is one of the first high schools in the nation to
implement a gender-neutral court. In fact, some colleges are
even starting to change their courts. The question that Memorial
now has to ask itself, however, is if anything has changed by
getting rid of the courts. Have we simply brushed this gender
issue under the carpet by ignoring it? Does West have the right
idea in having a gender-neutral court? The many controversies
surrounding this issue cause it to be difficult for anyone to come
up with an appropriate compromise.
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