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New Lunch and
Come Have Fun
Advisory Schedule with Memorial’s
By Evanka Annyapu
Clubs!
By Ameya Sanyal
The major changes this year are
50-minute lunch and advisory. In the past,
there were two 43-minute lunches and a
weekly backyard meeting. Students will like the
longer lunch, but now there are 2000 students
trying to get lunch at the same time. Instead
of backyard, we will have advisory which is
held after 2nd hour. Advisory gives students a
chance to plan ahead and think more about
college. Also, it would be a great time to reflect
on your achievements. One lunch will give
students the chance to see all their friends
during lunch. However, a major frustration
that juniors and seniors are going to face is the
parking lot havoc. Among the 2000 students
at Memorial, many love to get off campus
to go have lunch. Since lunch will be at the
same time for everyone, lunch lines will also
get longer and the parking lot traffic is going to
be chaotic. The effects of the new lunch and
advisory schedule will definitely be seen this
year.
2015-16 Daily Class Schedule
Class Period

Regular Schedule

Period 1

8:14 - 9:06

Period 2

9:11 - 10:06

Period 3

10:11 - 11:03

Period 4

11:08 - 12:00

LUNCH

12:00 - 12:50

Period 5

12:50 - 1:42

Period 6

1:47 - 2:39

Period 7

2:44 - 3:36
Advisory/PCT Schedule

Class Period

Schedule

Period 1

8:14 - 8:49

Period 2

8:54 - 9:29

ADVISORY

9:34 - 10:26

Period 3

10:31 - 11:06

Period 4

11:11 - 11:46

LUNCH

11:46 - 12:36

Period 5

12:36 - 1:11

Period 6

1:16 - 1:51

Hello students! Welcome back to another
exciting school year. After a relaxing summer, one
of the best ways to ease into the school year is by
getting involved in different clubs and activities.
Luckily for you, Memorial has plenty of clubs to
offer for almost every interest. Don’t see one you
like? Come talk to our staff, we’ll definitely be able
to help you. All of Memorial’s clubs will allow you
to meet lovely people while pursuing what you
enjoy. Already involved in a club? That’s great!
Double the fun by joining something else. So what
are you waiting for? Read on to get the skinny on
a few of Memorial’s groups.
After School Study Center: Although this isn’t
a club, it’s a great resource that should be
promoted! From Mondays to Thursdays, the LMC is
open from 3:45 - 5:00 PM for students. For students,
this is a valuable opportunity. Students have
access to the library’s resources and computer.
Furthermore, teachers are frequently available to
help.
Drama, Debate and Forensics (DDAF): For anyone
interested in getting involved in the school’s
speaking or theater program, DDAF is the place
to be. Swing by Theater 300 on any Tuesday after
school and someone can assist you. Otherwise,
check the club’s Facebook page for upcoming
dates.
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA):
Interested in Business? Come join FBLA! Meet
people who are motivated and share a similar
passion. This club is great for exposing students
to various business careers. Meetings are on
Wednesdays. Check FBLA’s Facebook page for
the kickoff meeting!
Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA): Join a safe
community where students can meet, support
each other and freely discuss sexual orientation
and gender identity and expression. Through
this club, educate yourself and the community
about how to take steps to end homophobia and
transphobia. Keep tuned for more information.
Health Occupation Students of America (HOSA):
HOSA is a great club for anyone interested in
learning more about the medical field. Meet
students and teachers interested in health
sciences and get ready to compete at Chula
Vista! Want to join? Check the group’s Facebook
page or talk to any of the officers.
Math Team: Math Team is the perfect club to join
for anyone looking to improve their math skills
in a semi-competitive setting. Travel to different
Madison high schools to compete in both an
individual and team round. Interested? Math
teachers in the fall will provide details.

Mock Trial: Have you watched too many legal
drama shows? Want to know what actually
happens? Mock Trial’s a place to do so! Learn
about the legal system and see if you
*Advisory / PCT Schedule in effect on the following dates: have what it takes to be a lawyer. Talk
to Ms. Burda to figure out how to get
September 14th, 21st, 28th
involved.
October 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th
November 2nd, 30th
December 7th, 14th
Pg.2: Hardin’s Beard
January 4th, 11th
Pg.3: Recommendations
February 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th
Pg.4: Spartan Sports
March 7th, 14th
Pg.5: More Sports News
April 4th, 18th, 25th
Pg.6: Summer News
May 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd
Period 7

1:56 - 2:31

A Note From the Editor
By Shalini Patro

Welcome freshmen and
returning students to yet
another exciting school
year! While some of us
had been prepping for
the first day of school
since mid-July, most of us
(guilty) probably waited
until Labor Day weekend
to grab last minute
school supplies and other
essential items. And while
we must all bid a tearful
adieu to the all-nighters,
lazy mornings, and
relaxing days that summer
provided us with, we
should also look forward
to the new and intriguing
opportunities that greet
us the minute we step into
JMM each year.
For freshmen, this
year will be the first of
many where they will
have to deal with having
real responsibility. For
sophomores, this year will
begin their slow ascent to
the top, to harder classes
and driving permits. For
juniors, this year will be the
most challenging yet, with
the newly refurbished ACT
writing prompt, multiple
AP classes, and résumé
building activities. For
seniors...this year will be
the end of an era, an
emotional goodbye to
the school and faculty we
have called home for the
past four years.
And while we are
changing, the school has
been changing as well!
From new scoreboards,
a shared lunch, and
Advisories replacing
Backyard, a couple of us
might feel like freshmen
again while we get used
to things! But despite
these changes, we can
take comfort in knowing
that many traditional
things have remained
with us as well, such as
football games every
Friday, the upcoming
Homecoming dance, and
the irregular temperature
zones throughout the
building.
We at the Sword
and Shield look forward
to experiencing these
changes, while also
maintaining some of our
traditions. We encourage
you all to join us as we
kickoff another year with
a newspaper team that’s
been around since the
very beginning. Let’s
make 2015-16 our best
yet!
Yours truly,
Shalini

Come Have Fun with
Memorial’s Clubs!
Continued...
Peer Partners: Memorial’s Peer Partners is one of the most
popular lunchtime clubs. Come have lunch with a diverse
group of people and make new friends! Peer Partners meets
on Thursdays in the Wisconsin Neighborhood Center.
Science Olympiad: Ever been told that you have a knack
for science? Science Olympiad’s a fabulous place to
explore and develop that interest. Any science teacher will
surely be able to help you to get involved.
Spartan Youth Service (SYS): SYS is Memorial’s largest
volunteer club. Every year, this club is commended for their
work in the school and larger community. SYS meets every
Wednesday in the Wisconsin Neighborhood Center. Perfect
for the student looking to make a difference!
Spartans Committed: Thinking about Prom already? Why
not think about Post-Prom? Spartan’s Committed is a group
of individuals dedicated to helping students make good
choices. Through tailgates before football games, winter
movie nights and of course, Post-Prom, Spartan’s Committed
is always working hard. Stop by the Main Office to talk to Mr.
Rummel about becoming an active member.
Student Voice: Ready to be a leader in the school
community? Student Voice is the club to join. Come meet
students who want to make Memorial the best it can be.
Meetings are held weekly on Friday mornings. Listen to the
announcements for information regarding the application.
Sword & Shield: Of course! Since you’re reading the
newspaper right now, that means we’ve interested you in
our work. Memorial’s newspaper focuses on bringing the
students a monthly digest of events in and outside of our
community. Not able to commit a huge chunk of time?
That’s perfectly okay. The club is welcome to anyone
interested in contributing an article. Come join us on any
Thursday in Room 521!
Yearbook: This year, Memorial is celebrating it’s 50th
anniversary. Interested in helping to document this special
year? Come join the staff of the “Olympian”. Staff members
take pictures, interview students and capture special
memories to create a full-color masterpiece. The Olympian
meets after school on Thursdays with the Sword & Shield in
Room 521.
Women’s Club: Among Memorial’s clubs, Women’s Club is
one of the newer options. However, new or not, the club
has a large membership
Sword & Shield Staff and is open to any student
Editor-in-chief
interested in building
David Cao & Shalini Patro
awareness of women’s
Webmaster/Asst.E-i-C
rights. Join the Facebook
Amol Rajesh
group to get meeting
Arts & Entertainment Editor updates and to learn about
Maryann Rehani
issues affecting women
Copy Editor
worldwide.
Isabella Wu
News Editor
These options are just a
Amol Rajesh
sample of the many club’s
Opinions Editor
Memorial has to offer. Feel
Evanka Annyapu
free to look at the Memorial
Photography Editor
website to explore more
Wyatt Cook Silvern
options or even just talk to
Sports Editor
some friends. The Sword &
Caleb Walker
Shield staff is also always
Student Life Editor
available. Best of luck during
Ameya Sanyal
the school year!
Horoscopes
Student Contributors
Evanka Annyapu
Deborah Blank
Jessica Liebau
Shalini Patro
Ameya Sanyal
Maryann Rehani
Caleb Walker
Isabella Wu
Advisor
Teri Parris Ford

What Is Hardin Doing
Without His Beard?
Mass Appeal Review
By Deborah Blank

45 minutes away from JMM lies the town of
Blanchardville, WI. This area of the state does not have the
wifi or 3G connection (if your mobile carrier is AT&T, that is)
necessary to sustain the proper function of GPS applications
built into contemporary smartphones. So why venture to
this exotic area of Wisconsin? This foreign venue was the
location where JMM English teacher and DDAF executive
Tom Hardin and JMM forensics speaking coach Greg Mawer
performed the two-man comedy-drama show Mass Appeal
written by Bill C. Davis.
Mass Appeal features the characters Father Tim Farley
(Tom Hardin), a Roman Catholic pastor, and Mark Dolson
(Greg Mawer), a young deacon whose mentor is Father
Farley. The show focuses on the tension created by Farley
and Dolson’s differing viewpoints regarding how best to
address the congregation during a sermon. Farley favors
presenting sermons that will protect his popularity, while
Dolson prefers to challenge the congregation. This discord
is expressed primarily through comedy and is supplemented
by tones of sober seriousness.
The presentation of the play by a pair of talented
actors also contributed to the show’s charm. Hardin and
Mawer, both contributors to JMM’s formidable forensics
feats, in fact are quite knowledgeable about performing
themselves. The actors embodied their roles seemingly
effortlessly and expressed their character’s lines with a flair.
Additionally, as all DDAF students are advised to do, Hardin
and Mower projected and enunciated with vigor.
Altogether, the highly entertaining performance of
Mass Appeal was extremely pleasing. So much so that the
30.7 mile drive to Blanchardville, WI and lack of 3G and wifi
connection were only mildly troubling. Overall, although I am
not a religious person, I was still Abel to enjoy this excellent
performance.

Diary of Anne Frank

By Deborah Blank
This October, the Memorial Theatre Company will
be performing “The Diary of Anne Frank” as the fall play.
The show focuses specifically on the tension between
the Frank family, Mr. Dussel, and the Van Daan clan. The
cultural and historical information presented in the script
will be supplemented by the knowledge of Rabbi Jonathan
Biatch of Temple Beth El and by the extensive research
done by students involved with the production. The cast
of nine talented actors (Erica Reiners, Elizabeth Robbins,
James Tautges, Julia Siegal, Mitch Nelson, Sam Wood, Gwen
Paker, Emma Sorenson, and Finn Voichick) are instructed by
capable directors Tom Hardin and Kiran Aurora.
The show will open on Thursday October 15 at 7 pm and
will be followed by a performance on Friday 10/16, Saturday
10/17, Thursday 10/22, Friday 10/23, and Saturday 10/24,
each beginning at 7 pm sharp. As the show approaches,
be sure to buy your tickets in advance during lunch. Tickets
will also be sold at the door, but you must be early in order
to purchase them. Extra credit may also be offered by
your teachers for attending the performance. Be sure to
support the JMM drama department, enjoy an excellent
performance, and potentially earn extra credit for coming
to see the production “The Diary of Anne Frank”.
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How To: Teacher
Recommendations
Shalini Patro
While it is no secret that good grades, strong
extracurriculars, and well-written personal statements can
get prospective applicants into the college of their dreams,
stellar teacher recommendations also have the potential
of doing wonders to an application as well--especially if the
applicant is on the thin line between either being accepted
or rejected. That being said, there are many do’s and don’ts
to obtaining a teacher recommendation that will make a
difference. However, it is important to note that teachers are
not obligated to write recommendations for their students, so it
is important to remain courteous when asking for one. Because
admissions officers see recommendations as a view of the
applicant in multiple perspectives, letters of recommendation
can greatly influence the direction that an application can
go. Before we get into the tips of how to receive a glowing
letter of recommendation, here is a sample of both a poor
letter of recommendation and an outstanding letter of
recommendation. Can you spot the difference?
Poor Letter of Recommendation (courtesy of gradschool.about.
com):
Dear Admissions Committee:
It is my pleasure to write on behalf of Lethargic Student, who
has applied for admission at XY University. I am Lethargic’s
advisor and have known her for nearly four years, since she
was a freshman. In Fall, Lethargic will be a senior. She has had
a variety of courses in psychological development, clinical
psychology, and research methods that will aid her progress as
a social work student. She has performed very well in her course
work, as evidenced by her 2.94 GPA. I’ve been very impressed
with Lethargic because she is a very hard worker, intelligent,
and compassionate.
In closing, I recommend Lethargic Student for admission to
XY University. She’s bright, motivated, and has strength of
character. If you would like to learn more about Lethargic,
please feel free to contact me at (xxx) xxx-xxxx or email xxx@
xxx.edu
Sincerely,
Passionate Prof
Outstanding Letter of Recommendation (courtesy of
mitadmissions.org): 				
It is a great pleasure for me to recommend David for admission
to MIT. He is one of the most extraordinary students I have
encountered in 20 years of teaching. I taught David A.P.
Calculus last year as a tenth grader, and he was one of the
very top students in an extremely able group of mostly seniors.
He has a high aptitude for math and was very much involved in
his work, applying himself with persistence and dedication and
often going beyond the regular class assignments.
David’s abiding interest, however, is computer science.
He has developed a series of “strands” for use in providing
computerized drill and review in the basic skills and techniques
of algebra and arithmetic and has recently adapted these to
other subjects. David’s work in this area has been so original
and significant that he has published a paper on it and
delivered several lectures to professionals in other parts of the
country. This is a phenomenal accomplishment for anyone,
especially a young man in rural Arkansas. It is also worth noting
that both last year and this year David taught computer
programming to a tenth grade class of mine for two weeks. He
took over completely, preparing lectures, assignments, and
tests with great care and thought. His lectures were clear and
well organized, and it was obvious that he had expended a
great deal of effort to make the course the success that it was.
David’s personal qualities are as impressive as his intellectual
accomplishments. An extremely kind, sensitive and sensible
boy, he has had a difficult family situation for a few years now.
He provides emotional support to his mother through her battle
with cancer without allowing the situation to undermine his
own stability and accomplishments. He has exhausted all that
we have to offer him in this small community, and the maturity
that he has demonstrated leads me to believe him capable
of entering college a year early, as he now plans to do. I
sincerely hope that you will be able to offer him a place in MIT’s
freshman class.
After seeing both of these examples, it is pretty clear why
the second letter is better (and not because it is the longer of
the two). Although the first one was written with good intentions,
it lacks depth. Alright, so Lethargic Student is a spectacular
student--but why? While there a couple of general examples in
her recommendation, there are no specific details. To a college
admissions officer, Lethargic Student is no different than the
other thousands of applicants to who applied to the college.
However, David’s letter of recommendation showcases him
as a unique student by not only providing specific details of his

achievements, but also emphasizes the real relationship he has
with his teacher. Because of this, admissions officers see David
as a real person, rather than an ambiguous person with stats.
So after seeing both of these examples, only one more
question remains: how can you go from a Lethargic Student
recommendation to a David recommendation? Below are
some tips to help you do just that:
1. CHOOSE WISELY
In order to receive a stellar recommendation letter, it is
important to research the right teacher to ask. Most college
experts (i.e. Katherine Cohen, founder of IvyWise and author
of The Truth About Getting In) recommend to start with the
teachers you had in your junior year of high school. Because
this set of teachers would have taught you most recently,
many memories will still be fresh in their minds. However, also
choosing a teacher that has taught you for a long time, or
knows you in different settings also isn’t a bad choice either.
The main thing to look for when choosing a teacher to write
you a recommendation is whether or not you’ve had some
sort of relationship with them. While it is not necessary to be
BFFs with that teacher, it is also probably not a good idea
to choose a teacher that gave you an easily earned A,
considering the fact that they could write you a more generic
recommendation. Opt for a teacher that has had the chance
to see you overcome challenges and grow as both a student
and individual in their classroom. That way, they are more likely
to personalize the recommendation and showcase you as a
unique individual.
2. BE TIMELY!
Out of all the tips being given out, this is definitely the
most important to keep in mind! Yes, we as high school students
have a lot of things on our plate (from school, to sports, to clubs,
to...etc.), but teachers are also very busy as well! Not only is it
incredibly impolite to ask a teacher to write a recommendation
less than two weeks before the deadline, but it also ruins the
chances of getting a meaningful recommendation as well.
Think about it this way: what if your teacher assigned a 1,500
word essay that was worth 15% of your total grade for the
next day. That would be a little bit more than unfair. The same
thing is true for teachers. This is why it is important to give them
adequate time to write recommendations. At the minimum,
teachers should be given at least one month’s notice, however
many applicants ask their teachers in the spring of their junior
year. Not only does this give teachers a heads-up that you are
a prospective student to write a recommendation for, but it
also lets you get a head start in asking before the massive rush
of other seniors in the fall.
3. MAKE YOUR BRAG SHEET AS DETAILED AS POSSIBLE
No matter how great of a relationship you might’ve had
with your teacher, it will still be impossible for them to remember
every single detail of you over the year. This is where brag
sheets come in handy. In Memorial, green brag sheets can
be picked up in Student Services, and most teachers use that
to write a recommendation. However, space is very limited
on that sheet, which unfortunately leaves very little room for
detail, and a great risk of getting a mediocre recommendation.
Because teachers rely on a brag sheet to get the in depth
details for their recommendation, it is highly recommended
to use as many details as possible when reflecting and/or
bragging about yourself. For example, rather than just telling
your teacher how you grew academically in their class,
describe it. Let’s say you were a procrastinator first semester
and narrowly managed to pull a B at the end of January, but
started being better at time management and was on the
border between an A/B second semester. Describe how you
prepped for the final, realized your potential, and the joy you
felt when passing the final with flying colors and obtaining the
grade you wanted. Teachers appreciate hardworking students,
but unless they have specific examples to back up their claims,
there is no real way to believe them.
4. MAKE SURE TO THANK YOUR TEACHER AFTERWARD
Always remember that the teacher(s) you choose are
writing you a letter of recommendation on a voluntary basis!
Therefore, it is imperative to thank them for all the hard work
they’ve put into writing one! A nice, gracious thank you note
and/or gift card is a great way to show your appreciation,
although more specialized gifts are welcome too!
In her book The Truth About Getting In, Katherine Cohen
writes: “Teachers are by no means required to write letters
of recommendation.You must take time to cultivate your
relationships with them and make their lives easy by getting
them everything they need in a timely and orderly fashion, and
taking them wholeheartedly for their time and effort.” Whether
you are a little late in asking for recommendations, or are way
ahead of the game, make sure to follow the tips above to
obtain the best recommendation possible. After all, there’s no
telling how much a couple of nice, meaningful words could
help in the future!
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Girls
Tennis Preview
By Evanka Annyapu
Packers Season Preview

By Caleb Walker

After last year’s heartbreaking and still hard to think
about ending to the season in the NFC championship game,
the Packers return loaded and hungry, looking for their first
Super Bowl Championship since 2010. Green Bay comes into
the season with many sportswriters favoring the Packers to win
the Super Bowl. With a highly rated offense, an elite linebacking
corps and led by 2014 MVP Aaron Rodgers, the Packers are in a
position to have a successful season. Before the season began,
the Packers suffered a setback when their leading receiver
from last year, Jordy Nelson, tore his ACL in a pre-season game.
While the lost of Nelson is certainly a tragedy, the Packers still
have two great receivers--Randall Cobb and Davante Adams-plus second year tight end Richard Rodgers and rookie Ty
Montgomery; R. Rodgers and Montgomery have looked great
in training camp and are bound to have breakout seasons.
Aaron Rodgers has made several receivers into Pro
Bowlers and he will certainly do it again. Just look at Greg
Jennings and James Jones’s statistics from when they were on
the Packers compared to when they were playing for other
teams. Plus running back Eddie Lacy will help to take some of
the pressure off of Rodgers and the receivers corp. So seriously,
like Aaron would say, R-E-L-A-X.
The Packers have several key games this season which will
define their season:
● Seahawks at Packers Week 2-Sunday Sept. 20-7:30 NBC
This is the most important game of the season for most
Packers fans (including myself) involves the Packers going
up against the defending NFC champions. The Packers
have lost their last three games against the Seahawks.
This includes the “Fail Mary” game which is still a sensitive
topic for Packers fans and, as explained above, last
year’s NFC championship game which ended the
Packers season and propelled the Seahawks to the Super
Bowl; we all know that the Seahawks arguably made the
worst call in Super Bowl history, which Russell Wilson and
Pete Carrol will regret for a long time, which also made
all Packers fans feel a little bit better. The big difference
this time is that the Seahawks are coming to Lambeau
to play the Packers in what is their home opener. As
everyone knows, the Packers will be seeking revenge
coming into this game.
● Packers at Broncos Week 8-Sunday Nov. 1 -7:30 NBC
The Packers travel to Denver to take on the Broncos in
what may very well be Peyton Manning’s last season.
Both teams finished 12-4 last year.
● Bears at Packers Week 12-Thursday Nov. 26
Thanksgiving-7:30 NBC
In what will surely be a Thanksgiving Night to remember,
the Packers will finally heal all wounds with Brett Favre
finally retiring his number. Although his number was
technically retired this last July when he was also
inducted into the Packers Hall of Fame, the ceremony
where #4 will formally be retired will be this game. This is
also the Packers first home game on Thanksgiving since
1923.

Girls tennis is servin’ it up strong
and hard as they enter the 2015
season with power. With the season
beginning on the second week of
August and matches started right
away, the JVA and Varsity teams
have won against East, LaFollette,
and other high schools at Invites. This
year, the girls tennis team reached
a record of 80 girls, a little more than
last year. With a record amount of
newbies, the JVB team had to split
into three teams: black, white, and
green. The Memorial girls tennis team
is busy gearing up as they practice
everyday after school, preparing for
matches against schools like West, Janesville Craig, Beloit, Sun
Prairie, Middleton, and many others! Make sure to come down
to our home courts to watch these matches!
At Our JMM Courts
JVB Green vs. West: Sept. 1st @ 4:15pm
Varsity & JVA vs. West: Sept. 3rd @
4:00pm
Varsity & JVA vs. Janesville Craig: Sept.
10th @ 4:00pm
JVB Green vs. Middleton White: Sept. 16th
@ 4:15pm
JVB White vs. Middleton Black: Sept. 16th
@ 4:15pm
Varsity & JVA vs. Janesville Parker: Sept.
17th @ 4:00pm
Above: Senior Kelly Spielman taking a
forehand shot
against LaFollette’s #1 Singles Player. Right:
Freshman Anna Hubbard takes a serve
against Lafollette in a game of doubles
with Priya Heinen.
PC to pics above: Amulya Suresh; PC to pic
on right: Jenny Jiang
To find more games at different places and
dates, go to big8conference.net and click
on Memorial High School. You can look through the fall season
calendar to find any game for any sport, anytime.

Cross Country

By Jessica Liebau & Isabella Wu
The cross country season is well underway! This year’s
team has slightly over 100 girls under the leadership of head
coach Paul Chellevold. The season officially started on August
17th, and meet schedule kicked off with the Watertown Invite.
Following last year’s record season, the coaches and runners
were hoping to carry the winning streak into this 2015. With
10 out of the top 14 runners from last year returning, including
Delaney Eigenberger, Sydney Peterson, Carly Huggins, and
plenty of fast freshmen to fill the gaps, this year’s team is in the
running to be the best Memorial has ever had!

● Packers at Lions Week 13-Thursday Dec. 3 -7:25 CBS/NFLN
In what will be the Packers second straight Thursday Night
game of the season, they will travel to Detroit. The Lions
will be still angry that the Packers beat them in the final
regular season game last year to steal
the division from them, even though the Lions had been
winning the division all year. That loss forced the Lions
to play in the wild card round where they lost to Dallas,
ending their season. Oh and speaking of Dallas…
● Cowboys at Packers Week 14-Sunday Dec. 13- 3:25 Fox
A rematch of last years divisional round playoff game
which the Packers won 26-21. The Cowboys are still bitter
about how this game ended, where it appeared that
Dallas receiver Dez Bryant had caught a key pass which
was later overruled as an incompletion. But honestly even
if he had caught the pass, the Cowboys would of still
have lost the game anyway. Expect Joe Buck and Troy
Aikman to be calling this game...
Prediction:
Final Record: 12-4
NFC North Champions: Yes
Seed in Playoffs: 1st
NFC Divisional Round: Packers over Eagles
NFC Championship Game: Packers over Seahawks
Super Bowl 50: Packers over Patriots

The girl’s cross country team
wins the cheer competition
volunteering at the Madison
Mini Marathon

Annika Weller, Rhianna Prine,
and Lilly Snellman hang out
during cross country practice.
Dominic Gentile, Austin Wilson, unknown, unknown,
Jack Zweifel, and unknown hang out during boys cross
country practice.
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Penny Wars

By Maryann Rehani

The bell rings. Seventh hour is over and it’s finally time to
leave after hours of hard work. You look around as you walk
down the crowded hallways and see your peers rushing to get
to their extracurriculars and cars. You head outside and start
walking through the parking lot. Next, you take to the sidewalks
as the cars drive by. You would be on your way home except
there’s one problem-you don’t have a home to be on your way
to. Believe it or not, this situation occurs a lot more than one
would think. Teenage homelessness is a growing problem in the
United States. According to thecovenanthouse.org, around 40%
of homeless people in America are under the age of 18. One
of the only ways we can get this number down is by working
together.
This is where we come in. Every year around
Homecoming, Memorial Spartans take part in a competition
known as Penny Wars. The rules are simple. Each grade is a
team that starts out with an empty jar along with the staff who
compete as one team the same way the that the grades do.
As time progresses, the jars fill up with a variety of different
money forms. Putting pennies into your own jar gives you points.
When you put silver coins or paper money into competing
grades’ jars, it makes their point level decrease. At the end
of the collecting period, points are tallied up and the winning
team is announced at the Homecoming Pep Rally on October
2. Simple as that! The money that’s collected from the jars will
be put towards food for those in our school community who are
homeless.
Penny Wars is run by one of Memorial’s largest clubs,
Spartan Youth Service (SYS). SYS meets on Wednesdays after
school in the Fishbowl (Fox Neighborhood Center). It’s the
second largest youth service group in the nation! SYS is a
great way to get involved in your community. It looks great on
college applications and is an extremely convenient way to get
service hours in for things such as National Honor Society. With
service opportunities constantly appearing, there’s never a dull
moment! If you have any questions about Penny Wars, teachers
and most upperclassmen know how the system works and can
provide answers. If you’re interested in joining SYS, feel free to
stop in at any of our meetings!

Boys Soccer Varsity vs. Alumni scrimmage on Saturday, August
22. The Varsity team beat the Alumni 4-2.

POMS team

OPEN A
Student Free
Checking account
GET A

1

$10 ITUNES GIFT CARD

and A CHANCE TO WIN A

2

NEW MACBOOK PRO

Federally Insured by the NCUA. Offer valid until 6/15/2015.
1 Minimum to open Free Student Checking account is $25. 2 iTunes gift
card will be mailed within 4 weeks of account opening. Only one per member.
3 See SummitCreditUnion.com/Macbook for complete details.
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Summer News

By Amol Rajesh
For those of you who have been sleeping for most of the
summer, here are some important news stories you may have
missed.
1.) Campaigns for 2016 Presidential Election
As candidates gear up for the 2016 presidential election,
here are some important developments that took place over
summer.
● 17 Republican and 5 Democrat candidates declared
running for U.S. President, making
the 2016 race the most crowded in
history. Real estate mogul Donald
Trump, Former Florida Governor
Jeb Bush, Ohio Governor John
Kasich and Wisconsin Governor
Scott Walker are just a few of the
candidates running for Republican
Party nomination. Former U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders and Former Maryland
Governor Martin O’Malley are among the candidates
running for the Democrat Party nomination.
● Although Jeb Bush and Hillary Clinton were perceived
as being front runners in the Republican and Democrat
parties respectively, they lost support to underdog
candidates. Donald Trump, who was considered a wildcard candidate, succeeded in the polls as a result of his
populist conservative agenda and off-the-cuff remarks.
Bernie Sanders, a previously unknown senator from
Vermont, also has surged in the polls as a result of his ultra
progressive agenda which resonated well with dissatisfied
voters, though he still trails Hillary Clinton.
2.) Iran Nuclear Negotiations
In July, Iran and six other countries, including the U.S. agreed on
a deal that would limit Iran’s nuclear development program in
exchange for lifting sanctions on Iran.
Here are important details of the deal:
● The deal puts measures in place that stop Iran from
getting nuclear fuel from both Uranium and Plutonium
sources. This means that certain Iranian facilities that
have been producing enriched Uranium and Plutonium
will be shut down or converted to other types of facilities.
The restrictions on nuclear fuel will be in place for the next
15 years.
● The arms embargo on Iran would not lift immediately, but
if Iran successfully completes the initial steps and is on
track with the deal, the embargo could be lifted in 5-10
years.
● Economic sanctions
on Iran will be relieved
over time if Iran
complies with the deal.
If Iran violates the deal,
all of the sanctions will
be put back in place.
Although the deal will be
supported by the U.N.
Security Council, there are
some countries who are
angry at the results. Israel and
Saudi Arabia, both enemies
of Iran, have criticized the deal, arguing that all Iranian nuclear
capability should be disabled and claiming that the sanction
relief will cause Iran to build up its military and create more
instability in the Middle East. On the other hand, the deal has
been largely supported by moderate Iranians who seek better
relations with the West and a relief from the crippling sanctions
that have primarily harmed the middle class in Iran. This deal
has been a breakthrough and could lead to an eventual thaw
of relations between the U.S. and Iran. However, the jury is still
out about the question of congressional approval and certain
details about the deal that are unfavorable to the U.S.
3.) Americans Stop Terrorist Attack on Train
On August 21, 2015, 3 American citizens thwarted a massacre
on a Paris bound train. Spencer Stone of the U.S. Air Force, Alek
Skarlatos of the National
Guard and Anthony Sadler
of Sacramento State
University swiftly attacked
and disarmed the terrorist
after he entered the rail car
armed with an automatic
rifle. All three of the men were
unarmed, but were able
to overwhelm the terrorist
who appeared to have little
experience with firearms.
The courage of the three
Americans saved many lives
aboard the 554 passenger
train. Even though no deaths have occurred, five people were
seriously injured when the terrorist slashed the passengers with
his knife. Among the injured include Spencer Stone, American
passenger Mark Moogalian and the suspected terrorist.

4.) Greek Financial Crisis
Greece has been in the news many a time for its financial
difficulties. The basic problem
with Greece is that it owes
money to France, Germany
and other European Union
countries. One may ask,
why would countries give
money to Greece in the
first place? Prior to 2008,
lenders felt optimistic in
investing in Greece (in part
due to manipulated Greek
government statistics).
Lenders gave money and
for a while, Greece enjoyed
those funds. When it came time to pay back the loans, Greece
said it would not be able to because its government could not
generate enough revenue. This summer, Germany and other
countries negotiated with Greece that the European Union
would give emergency funds to Greece (which Greece will
also have to pay back), if Greece cut government spending
(austerity) and reformed its economy. In the short run, this
approach is bad because it will force Greece to pay back
debts and cut government spending when its economy is
in a recession, and unemployment is hovering around 25%.
Understandably, there is frustration felt especially by Germany,
that they have been cheated by Greece. A more logical
course of action would be for Greece to default on its debt and
for other countries give aid to Greece to help it get back on its
feet, which would greatly stabilize the Eurozone.
5.) 2015 FIFA Women’s World Cup in Canada
This year’s women’s world cup was
exciting and full of surprises. After
the previous world cup leading to
a narrow American loss to Japan
on penalties, Team USA came back
with a vengeance. After a victory
against Colombia in the round of 16,
Team USA went to the quarterfinals
and beat China 1-0. France narrowly
lost to Germany in the quarterfinals
losing by 1 penalty! In the semifinals,
Team USA soundly beat Germany
2-0 and advanced to the finals. The
final game was a rematch between
America and Japan. As emotions
were running high, Team USA made
sure it did not repeat the blunders of the last women’s world
cup final. Team USA struck early, with Carli Lloyd scoring in the
3rd and 6th minute. Catching Japan off guard, Team USA quickly
scored at the 14th and 16th minute, with Carli Lloyd obtaining a
hat trick. Japan, stunned by this, attempted to fight back, and it
was only after Team USA was up 4-0, did Japan strike at the 27th
minute. An accidental own goal by Julie Johnston turned the
score to 4-2. Any attempt to fight the lead was diminished when
Tobin Heath delivered a 5th goal for Team USA. Team USA’s
domination in this year’s women’s world cup was spectacular
and more than made up for the 2011 world cup heartbreak.

Sources:
The New York Times
BBC
CBS
NBC
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