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Prom - A Golden
Gala for the Ages

By Kelly Wu
It’s that time of year again--the time
when your instagram feed is loaded
with cute promposal pictures that
make you smile randomly at your
phone. This year, prom will happen
on Saturday, May 6th at the Alliant
Energy Center. Unfortunately, this
is the same location as AP tests, but
the junior class officers (Anna Hoffman, Erin Fennessy, Roark Lundal,
and Maddie Alt), with the help of
their advisors (Ms. Olson and Ms.
Tobin), are working hard to decorate
the room in a way that will make
you dance the night away and forget
about those feisty placement tests.
“Golden Gala” is the theme this year,
which commemorates Memorial’s
50th anniversary celebrations. On
par with the name, gold is the highlight color. However, decor will also
feature elegant lights and glittering
embellishments. The dance starts at
8:30pm and goes until 11:30pm. The
officers are also inviting anyone from
any grade level to get involved by
helping to decorate the Alliant Energy
Center room on the morning of prom,
beginning at 9:30. Be sure to stop in
and take a sneak peak of the glittering, golden gala. Tickets will be sold
Monday 5/1 through Thursday 5/4 for
$25 each in the a wing foyer.

All American Boys Authors Come to
JMM
By Evanka Annyapu and Garrett Kennedy

As you all have probably heard, our school has been participating in many
events based around the book All American Boys and the discussions of racism. The All School Read project began when teachers Ms. Fitz, Ms. Mitchell,
and Ms. Amado received a large grant to purchase a copy of All American
Boys for every student and teacher in the school. Activities were programmed
for an entire month, with events ranging from talks with the Madison Police
Department to read-alouds.
When the four teachers met Reynolds and Kiely at a book read in LaCrosse,
the authors were so impressed with Memorial’s all-school read that they
decided to take time out of their extremely busy schedules to come visit our
school. The teachers were so excited that they organized
Please see Assembly, continued on page 4

SPIRIT
Day
By Shruti Sathish

SPIRIT Day, Spartan Youth Service’s annual all-day volunteering
event, was a great success this year!
195 students participated! SPIRIT
Day is very unique, because all Memorial students are allowed to participate, even if they’re not in SYS. On
SPIRIT Day, students got assigned to
an elementary or middle in the Memorial attendance area or the Lussier
Center where they volunteered all
day. This year, SPIRIT Day was on
Friday, April 21st, and fun was had

by all!
Students had to turn in a signed permission slip and a planned absence
form beforehand in order to attend.
On Friday morning, those participating in SPIRIT Day started coming in
around 7:45 to sign-in at a table in the
commons manned by wonderful SYS
board members, which was where
they got their name tag and found out
what school they were going to. They
then proceeded into the
Continued on page 7

Editor’s
Note

By Deney Li
Hey Spartans! Spring has
finally sprung in Madison,
and the snow and rain has
given away to sunshine and
flowers. I know most of us
are studying hard for upcoming tests, but make sure
to go outside often, soak up
some Vitamin D, and enjoy
the beautiful weather!
JMM’s first All-School
Read has wrapped up, and
both students and staff alike
have had a blast participating in it! I really enjoyed
the book All American
Boys, and it was a special
treat to have the authors
Brendan Kiely and Jason
Reynolds visit us. I hope
that in the future, we’ll be
able to make this an annual
tradition and fill the month
of April with great books.
Mother’s Day is fast approaching. No matter how
busy you are, take a day off
to celebrate this special day
with your mom. Make sure
to check our list of Mother’s Day gift ideas in the
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Soon, we’ll be saying
farewell to our beloved
seniors. They have truly
made Memorial an amazing place and guided us
younger ones through the
trials and tribulations of
high school. We give them
all of our love, and hope
them the best in what they
do in the future.
One more month, Spartans, and school will officially be over! Make sure
to attend all your classes
and finish the school year
off strong! Good Luck on
AP’s and finals!

Sword & Shield Staff
Editor-in-Chief
Isabella Wu
Assistant Editor-in-Chief
Ameya Sanyal
Copy Editor
Cedric Blackmore
Student Life Editor
Kelly Wu
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Sanjana Kumar
Sports Editor
Deney Li
Opinion Editors
Beatrice Naujalyte &
Shruti Sathish
News Editor
Amit Rajesh
Layout Editor
Evanka Annyapu
Operations Manager
Garrett Kennedy
Advisor
Teri Parris Ford

Film Fest 2017

Contributors
Evanka Annyapu
Rayan Banerjee
Garrett Kennedy
Deney Li
Lily Lowndes
Beatrice Naujalyte
Rosie Patton
Aly Rader
Amit Rajesh
Michael Rehani
Simran Sandhu
Shurti Sathish
Jack Votava
Leah Vrendenbregt
Audrianna Wu
Isabella Wu
Kelly Wu

By Aly Rader
LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACOpinions
TION on JMM’s 2017 Film
10 - Local Activism
Fest, which is only one night
Matters Too
on Friday, May 26 in the
11 - Republican Mutiny
Auditorium (disregard the
11 - All Memories are
Student Planner’s date). For
Important
the past nine years the annu12 - All School Read Recap al JMM film fest has been
another amazing way to disSports
play the talent and artistry of
13 - Elevate Your Game:
students and their passion for
Ul timate Frisbee 2017
film. Films can be anything from silent black and white to
13 - Go After Your Goals:
the excitement of science fiction. Student-made films are
Girls Soccer 2017
not the only featured items as the Spartan News bloopers
Arts &
are shared and the Senior Video is debuted. Awards are
Entertainment
also given to filmmakers for Best Documentary, Visual
14 - Save Princess Peach in Achievement, Narration, Animation and the Audience’s
Mario Run!
Choice. Join these talented filmmakers, moviegoers,
14 - Horoscopes
and the hosts of film fest for a single night of fun, treats
15 - April SNL Recap
and most of all incredible movies made by exceptional
JMM students. Tickets are $3 for Students and $5 for
adults which are sold at the door. “Be there or you will be
Square”- Frontier 2017

STUDENT LIFE

Mr. Hardin-Memorial
Forensics Coach

10 Years in a Row!
Forensics Takes on
State

By Evanka Annyapu, Rayan
Banerjee, Leah Vredenbregt
With a composite team score of 316
points, 29 points higher than the State
Runner-Up, the James Madison Memorial
Forensics team secured their state title for
the 10th year in a row, and 14th time overall. On April 1, 2017, the Memorial state
team was comprised of 25 remarkable entries, ranging from educational speeches to
humorous and heartbreaking acting. Within the team, 21 of the 25 entries placed
into semi-finals, and later 17 competed in
the final round.
While the team gained yet another first
place State victory, numerous individuals

within the team earned the title of State
Champions. For instance, sophomore
Devika Kamath dazzled the audience with
her remarkable demonstration speaking on
Bharatanatyam Indian dance, while junior Addie Zwiefel earned the title as well
through her Special Occasion Speech focusing on a burning bra statue. In addition,
junior Evanka Annyapu mingled with her
audience as she delivered her creative and
informative speech on online dating, while
lastly junior Anurag Sandireddy earned the
State title for extemporaneous speaking.
Despite the Forensics season nearing
to an end, we now patiently await for the
National Congress & Forensics Conference Tournament in Salt Lake City, Utah,
during mid June, in which we will be
represented by our national qualifiers Jack
Votava, Samik Partha, Tejvir Mann, and
Anurag Sandireddy, Elise Carl and Evanka
Annyapu. It’s been a great season, and we
thank all our success to
the tireless efforts of our
team members, to our
rigorous and hardworking coaches, and to the
unwavering determination and assistance of our
head forensics coach, Mr.
Hardin. We urge everyone to participate in the
DDAF program in the
upcoming year, and as
always Memorial, eat the
competition!

Memorial at the 2017 National Forensics Qualifiers

Additional Results

2nd place finishers:
Jacob Larget- Demonstration speaking, Audrey
Accardo, Erica Reiners,
Danielle Slawny- Group
interpretation, Ani
Srinivasan- Moments in
History, Brock
Macdonald & Joel
Faliski- Play Acting, Lea
Hulsey- Solo Humorous
acting
3rd place finishers:
Jack Votava- Extemporaneous speaking, Kiran
Arora- Farrago, Samik Partha- Informative speaking,
Deborah Blank- Special
Occasion Speaking
4th place finishers:
Minseon Han- Demonstration Speaking
5th place finishers:
Malcolm Buisch- Farrago,
Aris Awes- Prose, Rayan
Banerjee- Solo Humorous
acting
Semi-finalists:
Julia Siegal- Prose, Nivedita Remji- Informative
speaking, Elise Carl- Extemporaneous speaking,
Greta Larget- Solo Serious
acting, Henry CapuanoImpromptu, Peter YangCongress
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Assembly, continued from
page 3
an all-school assembly for
the first time in 32 years on
Monday, April 24th.
After a shortened Monday
class schedule, students
found themselves in a
high-energy, packed gym
with the two inspiring
authors of All American
Boys. Brendan Kiely and
Jason Reynolds walked
through the gym doors to
a huge round of applause
from the large group of
Memorial staff and students. The assembly started
with both authors talking
about their experiences of
being pulled over by cops.
When Reynolds was a
teenager, the friend he was
riding with turned left on
a yellow light and they got
pulled over. Everyone in
the car was black. A police
officer asked for their car’s
registration, and called
in for a huge amount of
backup when the teens
spent a couple of minutes
finding their papers. The
police officers then told
the teens to get out of
the car, handcuffed them,
and made them lie on the
ground. They proceeded
to root through the entire
car, throwing their school
supplies, miscellaneous car
junk, and personal items
out onto the street. After
not finding any drugs in
the car, the police uncuffed
the teens and left them to
chase after their belongings
on the roadside. The teens
didn’t tell their parents
about the incident, because
as Reynolds described, that
was just a normal Tuesday
for them.
On the other hand, Kiely’s experience was much
less traumatic. Kiely was
pulled over while driving
30 mph above the highway
speed limit. He was in a car
full of friends and was so
inexperienced with run-ins
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with the law that when the
police lights started flashing, he continued to drive
and drive, only pulling over
and parking in a restaurant
parking lot once it was
“safe to do so”. The police
officer asked for his registration, then let him off the
hook, warning him not do
something like this again
and to “make sure your
friends get home safely”.
The differences between
the two authors’ stories
demonstrate the huge
problem of racism in this
country. Hearing from the
authors themselves brought
this extreme problem to a
real level for many. The
book discussed these same
issues, but hearing about it
as a piece of fiction isn’t as
potent as hearing it from a
real person who has lived
it. Reading the book one
could say “Oh sure, that
happened, but not near me.
It doesn’t have anything
to do with me.” Hearing it
from someone’s mouth is
much more personal and
much more serious.
After finishing with their
stories, Reynolds and Kiely
opened the floor to questions. Questions ranged
from “Are you encouraging
white bashing? Does that
solve anything?” to “Do
you think racism will ever
end?” to some lighter questions like “How did you
two meet?” Reynolds and
Kiely shared their ideas,
putting their thoughts into
words very concisely and
professionally. There was
also discussion of the Black
Lives Matter campaign.
At one point, Kiely even
exclaimed, “Black lives
matter, black lives matter,
black lives matter!” An
immediate roar of cheers
filled the gymnasium.
Students that helped organize events for All American
Boys this month had an
opportunity to eat lunch

and participate in a Q&A
with the authors on April
24th. Here’s an experience
shared by one of those
students:
“Having lunch with the
authors of All American
Boys was an insightful experience. They were people
that you could listen to all
day. In 2014, Reynolds and
Kiely, while on a book tour
together, bonded over deep
conversations about racial
disparities. In doing so, the
inspiration for All American Boys came about as the
authors found moments in
their childhoods to reflect
through their characters.
This effectively helped
them set up their characters, Rashad and Quinn.
The ending was written
purposefully, in hopes of
getting across the whole
idea of ‘people don’t have
to personally meet and sing
“kumbaya’ to understand
an issue.” Sharing the little
secrets of the story and reasons as to why they wrote
some scenes the way they
did gave students a new insight on the issue of police
brutality and racism. It was
incredible to have these
authors come visit Memorial. There were some
more events during the last
week of April, ending with
a banquet Friday night.” Evanka Annyapu

Spartathon Benefit
Dance

By Leah Vredenbregt
Hospitals can be overwhelming and scary for
many patients, especially if
they are just a kid. Proper
treatment and comfortable
facilities can help greatly.
The UW Children’s Hospital is one of many hospitals
that helps children heal
with top class facilities and
amazing doctors working
hard to ease the stress of
hospitals for children and
their families.
For the second year
in a row, the Spartathon
club will be hosting the
Spartathon Dance to raise
money for the UW Children’s hospital. Tickets will
be available for 5$, with
all proceeds going to the
children’s hospital, which
is the same organization
the dance benefited last
year. This is a great way to
make a change and have
fun while doing it! Since it
is casual dress, feel free to

wear anything from
your most comfy
sweatpants to your
prom dress or tux.
Any student who would like
The dance will be
to run for class officer for the
held
on Friday, May
2017-18 school term must turn in
19th
(date subject to
a completed nomination form to
change)
in the main
the Wisconsin Office by the end
gym
from
6:30-9:30
of the day on Friday, May 12th.
pm
(also
subject
to
Forms are available in all of the
change),
so
grab
some
neighborhood offices beginning
friends
and
come
for a
today. Elections will be held on
night
of
fun.
Monday, May 22nd during Advisory. - JMM Announements

Run for Student
Government!

falls on the second Sunday of May in the United
States and is a very popular holiday. In fact, more
calls are made on Mother’s
Day than any other day of
the year, and these calls
can cause phone traffic to
increase as much as 37%!
With Mother’s Day just
around the corner (Sunday,
May 14th!), here are some
gift ideas to help you show
your appreciation for the
mothers in your life!

AP At a
Glance

By Audrianna Wu
It’s May 1st, and AP testing has started. For the next
two weeks, students from
Memorial and other high
schools will be going to the
Alliant Energy Center to
take AP exams on subjects
ranging from Calculus
to Art History. But why
would someone want to
spend hours taking tests in
a giant, freezing cold room
with hundreds of other
students?
For just over a hundred
dollars, these tests may be
able to save you hundreds
more dollars in college. By
taking the AP course and
receiving a passing score
of 3 or higher on the exam,
some universities will allow you to opt out of taking
the course later in college
and move onto a harder
course, and even give you
college credit.
The College Board has
over 30 different AP tests
available to students, and
Memorial offers classes
for a large portion of these
tests in a wide range of

Flowers: Most mothers
love getting a bouquet of
roses or colorful flowers!
Flowers are symbols of
love and affection and are a
great way to show a mother
how much you appreciate
them!
subjects from math to history and economics. Many
students are encouraged to
take AP classes, and several students at Memorial
have taken at least one AP
class throughout their high
school years. Even if you
aren’t interested in taking
the AP exam in May, you
can sign up for one of the
AP classes and challenge
yourself with a faster-paced, college-oriented
curriculum.
For those who are signed
up to take AP’s this yearhere are some helpful
reminders for the day of the
test.
Be sure to show up at
the testing center at least
fifteen minutes prior to the
beginning of the exam for
registration.
What to bring:
--No. 2 Pencils
--black or blue pens
--government or school
issued photo ID
For more information about
the AP or specific exam
requirements, go to this
website: https://apstudent.
collegeboard.org/home
Good luck!

Mother’s
Day Gift
Ideas

By Shruti Sathish
Mother’s Day, a day honoring motherhood, has been
observed in different forms
around the world. Its roots
date back to the ancient
Greeks and Romans, who
held festivals to honor the
mother goddesses Rhea and
Cybele.
The modern precedent
for Mother’s Day is the
Christian festival known
as “Mothering Sunday”,
which usually fell on the
fourth Sunday in Lent
and was when the faithful
would return home to their
“Mother Church” for a
special service. The American incarnation of Mother’s
Day was created in 1908
by Anna Jarvis and became
an official US holiday in
1914. Interestingly enough,
as Mother’s Day began to
get more and more commercialized, Jarvis tried
to get it removed from the
calendar, but that’s a story
for another time.
Mother’s Day usually

Cards: Cards are always
very special, especially
when the note inside is
thoughtful and personal.
Take time to write something meaningful, writing is
a great way to express your
feelings :)
Pictures: Pictures can
represent a thousand
words! Pick out a couple
pictures with both you and
your mother, and create
a collage or mini album
where the memories can be
displayed!
Breakfast in Bed: Put
together your mother’s
favorite breakfast and bring
it to her on Mother’s Day
morning to how much
you care. Place a card or
vase full of flowers on the
tray to make it even more
special!
Jewelry: Most moms love
getting jewelry! Use your
knowledge of your mother’s favorite designs and
colors to help find something that she’ll love and
keep with her forever.
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HOSA Takes State

By Evanka Annyapu
Health Occupation Students of America took on State
in Chula Vista over spring break where MANY students
placed! From activities honoring volunteer activities to
breakout sessions to the waterpark, JMM students had a
blast at Chula Vista. Students all across Wisconsin from
their respective chapters even competed in an event called
“Minute to Win it” the night before they went back home.
Spending two nights and three days at Chula Vista, JMM
students competed in a variety of events (individual and
group events) that were medically oriented. With a number of successful students we had:
Biomedical Laboratory Sciences: 4th- Nithin Ramachandran
Dental Terminology: 5th- Michelle Shou
Extemporaneous Writing: 3rd- Evanka Annyapu
Health Career Display: 2nd- Anna Stalberg & Priya Mathur
Nutrition Knowledge Test: 4th- Shruti Sathish
Pathophysiology Knowledge Test: 3rd- Nana Konadu
Pharmacology Knowledge Test: 1st- Amanda Yao
Advancement Medical Innovation: 1st- Michelle Shou,
Devika Kamath, Danni Yang, Venika Vulpal
Medical Math: 2nd- Anusha Sahai, 4th- Samik Partha,
5th- Manasa Kalluri
Prepared Speaking: 2nd- Evanka Annyapu
Public Health: 2nd- Ruchi Shah, Amisha Talati, Meghana
Kalluri, Jaskiran Sandhu, Riva Shrestha
Public Service Announcement: 5th- Saagar Ranade, Guramritpal Hundal, Suraj Joottu
Researched Persuasive Writing and Speaking: 1st- Anusha Sahai, 2nd- Jaskiran Sandhu, 4th- Aarushi Vyas
Veterinary Science: 5th- Simran Sandhu

JMM Community Concerns
By Leah Vrendenbregt
Two incidents in a span
of five days at Memorial
has made safety a concern
for students, teachers and
administrators.
As all Memorial students,
staff, and families have
received in emails from Mr.
Radloff and Mr. Affeldt in
the past week, safety will
continue to be a priority at
our school.
When unsafe and unfortunate incidents occur, it
is the goal of the staff and
administration to keep the
school safe. After a car
theft on April 20th, and a
dispute involving pepper
spray on April 25th, the
Memorial community has

proven supportive of one
another. Mr. Radloff stated that Principal Affeldt
has been working with the
security team at the central
office.
According to a Madison
Police report, the first incident occurred April 20th at
about 9:30pm after a soccer
game at Mansfield Stadium. Two JMM students
were sitting in a car when
they were approached by
armed men who then stole
their vehicle.
The second incident
occurred April 25th when
two students got into a fight
with one of them using
pepper spray. Relatives of
one of the students also got
involved in the dispute.

Spring Show

By Leah Vredenbregt
With a beautiful set
receiving its final touches,
there is a feeling of anticipation in the air for Memorial Theater Company’s
spring play “The Nerd” by
Larry Shue. This show will
be the last for long time
director and english teacher
Mr. Hardin. After dozens of
successful productions and
years of leading DDAF,
Hardin is saying farewell
with one final success.
“The Nerd” is a 1981
comedy about a group of
friends whose lives are
uprooted when a former Vietnam soldier named Rick
(Aris Awes) who served
with Willum Cubbert (Jack
Votava), pays a visit. Mr.
Hardin is pleased to be
ending his career here with
a show like this. He calls
it “the funniest play that’s
ever been done at Memorial. In fact, last time we did
it, Tom Jones (a now retired JMM english teacher)
laughed so hard, he fell out
of his seat”.
The performers have
been working hard. They

Principal Affeldt has stated
that thankfully no significant injuries occurred, and
police did investigate.
“We are constantly reviewing our procedures and
will always do everything
we can to provide a safe
environment for our students and families,” Principal Affeldt said in a school
wide email on April 25th.
JMM is ready to help anyone by providing support to
students, staff, and families. Those with questions
or concerns are invited to
reach out.

have gone over everything
there is to know about
every character, with daily
rehearsals paying off. The
onstage chemistry between
the actors, many of whom
haven’t worked with each
other on stage before, flows
through scenes marvelously.
The dedication of the
performers, along with
tech and crew members, is
quite visible. In a show that
requires hard work from
technical areas, especially
because of it’s many props
and sound effects, “The
Nerd” has come together to
be a delight.
Come see Memorial
Theater Company’s “The
Nerd” May 12, 13, 18, 19,
& 20 in Theater 300 starting at 7:30. All tickets are
$5, available during lunch
or at the door, seating is
first come first served.

SPIRIT Day continued
from page 1
auditorium where they sat
with the students who were
going to the same school
as them. After everyone
trickled in and important
instructions and directions
were given, everyone
got on buses to go to the
school they were assigned
to volunteer at, and the fun
began!
If students went to an elementary or middle school,
they usually spent the day
doing a variety of things
such as tutoring and playing games with kids, helping teachers, sorting books
in the book room/library,
and going to recess! This
year, I went to Crestwood,
and my favorite part of the
entire day was playing four
square with the first graders

Memorial
FBLA
Team Wins like
9 crazy
State
Awardssomething for everyone.
By Beatrice Naujalyte
immediately went to the
people. Despite
For 11 years, Memorial has been sending our
school’s future business
leaders to compete in
regional, state, and even
national competitions as
part of the international
business organization,
Future Business Leaders of
America.
On Monday April 3rd,
sixteen of this year’s
Memorial FBLA members
woke up before the sun,
dressed up in their fancy
schmancy business outfits,
and packed up their suitcases for the state conference.
The team spent the 2-hour
bus ride studying, quietly
practicing presentations,
and getting a few much
needed last winks of sleep.
Upon their arrival at Appleton’s Fox Cities Performing Arts Center, they

opening ceremony, where
they bravely endured hours
of speeches and formalities without falling asleep
(mostly).
Soon after, tests and presentations began, but since
there were approximately
2000 students from all over
Wisconsin in attendance,
competitors had lots of free
time. When they weren’t
studying or practicing for
their events, they visited
some of the restaurants
and cafes in downtown
Appleton, attended FBLA
workshops, watched March
Madness, played card
games, and enjoyed the
beautiful weather outside.
At Tuesday’s closing ceremony, the winners of each
event were called up to the
stage and awarded trophies,
while their schools cheered

our relatively small 16-person team, Memorial had
to scream and clap just as
much as any of the other
schools because we came
away with a whopping
nine total awards (flip to
the Spartan Scoreboard for
details). Even though there
were teams with upwards
of 100 people, our tiny
team took fifth place overall (an award that didn’t
account for team size!).
Those who finished in
the top four for their event
will have the opportunity to
attend nationals June 29 July 2 in Anaheim, California. Wish them luck!
If all of this sounds even
a tiny bit interesting, let me
tell you a little bit about
what FBLA is. I know
Future Business Leaders
of America might sound a
bit dull, like math and law
and stuff, but there truly is

If you’re artsy, check out
Graphic Design, Publication Design, and Digital
Video Production. If you’re
good with computers,
you might be interested
in Computer Game &
Simulation Programming,
Website Design, or Network Design. If you love
Instagram and Snapchat,
try taking your knowledge
of social media platforms a
step further by competing
in Social Media Campaign
or perhaps Marketing. And,
of course, if math or law is
your thing, there is plenty
for you, from Accounting I
and II to Business Law and
Business Ethics.
If you’re considering
joining next year, you can
contact Ms. Wheeler at
spieper@madison.k12.
wi.us. We meet Wednesdays at lunch and we would
love to have you!

Spartan Scoreboard

FBLA State
State Champions:Amanda Yao - Business Communications, Beatrice Naujalyte - Publication Design, Michelle
Shou - Financial Math, Megan Li - Accounting I
Noel Tautges - Cyber Security and Web 2.0
Second Place: Paul Hundal, Anurag Sandireddy, and
Noah Schryver- Hospitality Management
Fourth Place: Jon Wolonec - Accounting II
Fifth Place: Mayan Dornala, Akshay Iyer, and Amit Rajesh - Computer Games and Simulation Programming
SPIRIT Day continued
during recess. Four square was my favorite recess activity back when I was an elementary schooler, and I hadn’t
played it since then. It was super fun to play with the first
graders who were all super cute and very competitive...
they quickly made me realize that my four square skills
needed some work! Those who went to Lussier also had
a great time doing various activities, such as helping out
with the food pantry and eating lunch with the seniors.
Before we knew it, the day was over! We got back an
hour before school ended, so that people who had sports
could leave. Everyone else went back to the auditorium,
where we had two guest speakers come in to talk to us
about volunteerism. The first speaker was Leslie Orrantia, UW-Madison’s director of community relations. She
enlightened everyone with great words about impacting the community and thinking beyond ourselves. The
second speaker was Chris Brockel, the executive director
of FairShare CSA Coalition. He talked about the effects
of disrupting the system and observing how things work,
which was super intriguing.

JMM Sophomore Caitlyn
Se was awarded a National
Gold Medal in the Alliance
for Young Writers Scholastic
Arts and Writing Awards.
Congratulations! This is her
photo-realistic drawing.
SPIRIT Day was overall
amazing and is definitely
one of my favorite memories from this year! I
can’t wait to do SPIRIT
Day again next year, and
encourage that those who
didn’t attend this year really consider participating
next year! It’s a ton of fun
and is also a very rewarding experience you’ll never
forget!
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NEWS
Syrian
Chemical
Attack

By Amit Rajesh and
Evanka Annyapu
As images emerged from
the chemical attack in a rebel-held town in Syria, the
emotion was raw. Advancing rapidly through time,
the immediate reactions
media captured cannot
describe the pain. The pictures covering publications
conveyed more than just
words; it also covered the
agony of what Syrians have
been facing for the past
many years.
Many witnesses reported seeing warplanes that
Tuesday morning where
suddenly an explosion
exposed a yellow cloud. As
it was described, “the gas
was inhaled, and people
immediately died,” the images described exactly that.
Small children (maybe no
less than a year) were set
up to nebulizers and images
surfaced of kids sprawled

out in an effort to get air.
As BBC reports, approximately 89 people were
killed- 33 children and 18
women. Even clinics that
helped treat those injured
were bombed; something
that was also covered by
shaky phone cameras.
Through a number of
tests and analyses, sarin
or a sarin-like substance
seemed to have been used
in the attack. Sarin gas is
odorless, colorless, and
extremely toxic. A low
concentration dose can kill
adults within minutes, by
basically overloading our
nerves to the point where
we cannot control ourselves. Severe convulsions
and paralysis follow until
we die. Production of Sarin
was outlawed in the Chemical Weapons Convention
in 1993.
The United States has
since responded to this by
launching an airstrike to a
Syrian base, and the world
has strongly condemned
Bashar Al-Assad for this
attack.

Driverless Cars

By Amit Rajesh
When most of us think about technology, we think about
new smartphones and robots. What hasn’t gotten as much
attention, but will certainly change our society, is autonomous vehicles. These are vehicles driven by an onboard
computer system, that uses data from a vast array of sensors to drive from one point to another with no human interference required. The advance of these new machines
has the potential to change our society forever.
At first glance, driverless cars don’t seem to be that important-- just an extra convenience for the human. Maybe
the driver can sip coffee and do some work in the car, instead of driving. However, driverless cars have potential
to be much more useful than that. To begin, the computers driving will almost certainly be more accurate and
careful than a human will. According to the US National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 93% of all car
crashes are due to human error. With around 1.3 million
people dying in car accidents every year, these advanced
vehicles can save millions of lives.
Another big change to society is the issue of parking
lots. Without the need for drivers, cars can park away
from urban settings by themselves and save cities a lot of
room. Some predict that in 15 years, 90% of urban parking lots will be gone, and this space can be used for new
businesses, offices, and more.
As good as some of these changes sound, driverless
cars also bring in some problems. Like always, when new
technology is invented, it replaces some human labor
and leaves them without a job. In this case, the people
who will pay are those in the transportation industry.
With nearly 3.5 million professional truck drivers, over
600,000 bus drivers, and over 200,000 taxi drivers in this
country alone, there will be a lot of people who will be
left out of work by these new vehicles.(It should be noted, however, that autonomous vehicles could also create
new jobs in computer programming and technology.)
Another big concern about these cars is car insurance:
when two driverless cars crash, albeit rarely, who will be
at fault? The car company? The humans in the car? Car
insurance will almost certainly become more complex.
All in all, it is pretty clear how powerful autonomous
cars can be. They will save many lives and save a tremendous amount of city space. And while they will take
away transportation jobs, they could also create new
ones in technology fields. But these are just predictions.
When these cars finally hit the roads in 5-10 years, they
will probably further change our lives in ways that are
impossible to predict. The future of our society, with this
technology, looks very bright indeed.

OPINIONS
Local Activism Matters
Too
By Jack Votava

With Trump’s election this year, activism on national
issues is on the rise. The Women’s March, the March for
Science, and anti-Trump rallies regularly consume both
the news cycle and the majority of our political thoughts.
However, despite tumult on the national scene, we must
remember that there are real issues in our Madison/
MMSD community as well, which all of us have the real
potential to change. Here are some problems to get you
started:

recycle, and the blue classroom recycling bins are simply
dumped in with the trash. Anecdotal evidence aside, this
is fortunately false; however, it is alarming that this myth
is so widespread. In fact, it speaks to a complete lack of
transparency about recycling and waste disposal around
our district. We should be pushing kids to recycle, publishing statistics about the waste we generate, and constantly working to make MMSD a greener institution.
3. Memorial Auditorium Renovation
Ever notice the sole cushioned seat in the back-middle of the aud? I have absolutely no idea what’s going
on with that—and therein lies the problem. Every concert and musical, we push for donations to renovate the
auditorium. But aside from the one seat, some assorted
cosmetic changes, and the new plywood acoustic panels,
it’s very unclear what tangible gains have come from the
effort. I’m certain that there are probably some legitimate
obstacles to further renovation, but I wish there was community outreach and involvement to A) let us know what
the obstacles are and B) let us unite to overcome them. At
any rate, anyone who’s used the aud knows we should be
making a much bigger push to get change underway!

Republican Mutiny

By Leah Vredenbregt
Mutiny, as defined by Merriam Webster, is a forcible or
passive resistance against a lawful authority. So is it right
to say that the Republican party has committed a quiet
mutiny against President Donald Trump and Speaker of
the House Paul Ryan? I believe it is.
Speaker Ryan recently made statements that his priority is currently preventing a shutdown, and not passing
1. Middleton Sportsmanship Award
a healthcare bill. This is surprising to me because with
This January, a white athlete on the Middleton Girls’
the GOP having control of the House, Senate, and White
Basketball team posted on her public instagram after los- House, repeal of the Affordable Care Act seemed like it
ing to Madison East that the (mostly black) players would would be the first thing done. However, in Trump’s first
“end up working for her anyway.” This follows repeated
100 days in office, one of the only significant things he
incidents of Middleton basketball fans shouting racialhas done is nominate Neil Gorsuch for the supreme court.
ly-tinged remarks at the opposing team. The team and the And while it is big that Neil Gorsuch was approved,
Middleton-Cross Plains school district both apologized,
much of America expected the ACA to be one of the first
which arguably would have been enough to resolve the
successes of the Trump Administration. In late March
issue.
though, House Republicans pulled their legislation that
would have repealed the ACA after realizing they did not
Then, two weeks ago, the Middleton team won the
have the votes they needed. While pulling the legislation
WIAA sportsmanship award for girls’ basketball. This is
kept the GOP from the embarrassment of it not passing,
absolutely absurd: even if you don’t think the instagram
it brought to light the fact that in our two party system,
post was a big deal, that and a past history of racism
there are strong divisions within each party.
should instantly disqualify the team from a sportsmanship
While President Trump is dealing with diplomatic ties
award. If you agree this is unacceptable, reach out on
and other various presidential duties, Speaker Ryan has
Twitter or social media, or tell the WIAA directly via their been left with a scattered party. His approval ratings have
contact form on their website.
been quite low recently, and I believe it has to do with the
fact that the GOP isn’t agreeing within itself. Even though
2. MMSD Recycling
the House has a Republican majority, the right winged
Many students have claimed to me that MMSD does not representatives have failed to achieve anything signif-
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All School
Read
By Lily Lowndes

As the month of April
ended, so too did Memorial’s first All School
Read. It was a huge success, creating meaningful

conversations about social
issues and giving an opportunity to ask questions to
police officers. There was
also a privilege walk open

Open a

STUDENT FREE CHECKING ACCOUNT
get a $10 ITUNES GIFT CARD
and A CHANCE TO WIN A

1

2

new

MACBOOK PRO

3

Federally insured by NCUA. Offer valid until 6/15/2017. 1 Minimum to open Student Free Checking is $25. Student Free Checking
requires a primary savings account. Primary savings account: minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of
3/13/2017 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum to obtain APY is $25. 2 iTunes gift card will be mailed by 7/15/2017.
Only one per member. 3 See SummitCreditUnion.com/Macbook for complete details.

to the whole school. But
perhaps the most exciting
event- which happened
through the hard work
of the students and staff
involved in the planning
committee- was the authors
of All American Boys coming to Memorial to give a
talk about their book. JMM
had its first All-School
Assembly in over 30 years!
The authors, Brendan
Kiely and Jason Reynolds
each told a story about an
experience they had with
the police when they were
teens, but with drastically
different outcomes (read
more about it in Evanka
and Garrett’s article). The
authors explained how they
used these real life experiences and captured that
emotion to write All American Boys. They brought
to light the racial prejudice
that still happens in our less
than perfect world.
During third period on
April 3rd, every student at
Memorial received their
own copy of Jason Reynolds’ and Brendan Kiely’s
book, All American Boys,
to read and keep. The
purpose of distributing
the novel was to bring the
school community closer together, and to spark
some conversation about
the central themes of the
book. All American Boys
allows the reader to explore
issues that are very prevalent in today’s society,
such as race, inequality,
white privilege, and police
brutality. These are things
that we need to talk about,
and educate ourselves on,
because our generation has
a responsibility to fight inequality. The change won’t
happen by itself, but the
first step is to make people
aware.
Personally, I found the
All School Read to be an
awesome project. I really
like the book and encourage all of you who haven’t
picked up your copy to

take some time and read it.
It still seems a little crazy
to me to think about how
a person could go into a
corner store for no other
reason than to buy chips
for a party and have the
situation escalate to getting the police involved.
That’s what happened to
Rashad Butler in the story,
and it mirrors other similar
instances where innocent
people have found themselves in very serious
situations involving the
police for doing mundane,
legal, normal activities.
We need to understand that
these things do occur, so
we can bring justice for the
real-life Rashad Butlers.
We need help and support
from the police force as
well to address this problem The Madison police
department is helping solve
this issue by stationing
police officers in our high
schools, to build good
relationships with the police and teens. Our whole
community is working on
becoming stronger and
better together.
A big thanks to everyone
who worked on the All
School Read for making it
a huge success! This is a
step in the right direction to
gain a better understanding
of the challenges we face
as a society.
Republican Mutany cont...
icant, because of splits
within the party. Some Republicans are condemning
actions the White House
has made, others are calling
for Ryan’s head, and others
are strongly standing by
their party.
While there has undoubtedly been inner conflict
in most political parties,
the actions of 2017 Republicans take the cake.
Between a failure to repeal
the ACA and brutal splits
within the party, I believe it
is safe to say it is a mutiny.

All Memories are
Important
By Shruti Sathish

Everyone strives for perfection. Why?
Probably because it’s so difficult to
achieve, and makes people stand out and
feel...well, unique. Although no one is perfect, and everyone has flaws, excellence
in something sets a person apart from
everyone else, making them gain more
recognition, power, and status. Like when
a person gets a perfect 36 on their ACT. Or
gets named captain of the varsity basketball team. Or gets a full-ride scholarship to
the college of their dreams.
Memories of moments in which we
demonstrated excellence, stood out, or
accomplished something deemed difficult
in society or in our own minds - those are
the ones that we cherish and remember
most. They are the memories that play in
our minds when we go outside and feel
a gentle breeze and see a bright sun and
a clear blue sky, or when we hear that
song on the radio that isn’t necessarily
our favorite, but is peaceful and blissful,
allowing us to calm down for a minute and
revisit certain moments from our past that
make us happy.
While we cherish certain memories and
like to revisit them from time to time,
there are also memories that we revisit on
a day to day basis (like how to operate a
microwave or how to turn on the TV), and
others that we forget about after a certain
period of time (like the day I had my last
chem test? I forgot that like 2 days after
I took it!) and others that we will never
forget, but never want to revisit either.
The memories we try to forget about, the
embarrassing or anger-inducing ones,

the ones that show our imperfections and
flaws, are actually very important as we
develop ourselves to shape the people
we will be one day. Although they’re not
something we want to visit frequently, I
truly believe that all memories, no matter
how memorable or unmemorable they are,
have all played a role in this wonderful
thing called life, and ultimately will help
us make better decisions to help work towards the future we want for ourselves.

SPORTS

Elevate Your Game:
Ultimate Frisbee
2017
in the Midwest Neuqua
By Kelly Wu
Come down to the football fields after school
and you might just hear
some people yelling “UPPPPPPPPPP”. No, there’s
not a correlation to that
Pixar film that made everyone cry, this strange call actually marks the beginning
of one of the best sports at
Memorial: Ultimate. The
end of spring break in April
marked the official start of
the 2017 Spring Ultimate
season. As the weather gets
nicer, playing gets more
enjoyable, and the teams
are busy running practices
after school. This year, the
girls team has the honor of
having coach Forty, coach
Romy and coach Kari as
their mentors on the playing field. Coach Kari, or
Ms. Rongstad, is also an
English teacher here at
Memorial, so if you have
any questions about ultimate, be sure to stop by her
room. On the boys’ lineup
this year, Memorial is welcoming coach Colin, coach
Branavan and coach Felix
onto the ultimate field. All
three are first-year coaches
who are actively playing in
club teams around Madison.
Ultimate is a club
sport, meaning it is not listed under the WIAA sports
section. This does not mean
you shouldn’t show up to
every practice you can.
However, since the sport
is considered to be a club,
this allows for Memorial
to travel to large ultimate
tournaments in other states.
Just this past weekend, the
boys and girls teams had
the opportunity to take a
bus down to Illinois to play

Knockout tournament. The
tournament saw Memorial
facing up against teams
from as far away as Canada. All in all, the 2017
season is off to a great start,
and with league games (and
great dress up days) every
week, the feelings of excitement and camaraderie
By Rosie Patton
can only go UPPPPPPPPP.
Playing soccer for James Madison Memorial is a coveted privilege by all girls who choose to join in on the experience. The season is short, compact, and non-stop from
PREP PROFILE
the week of tryouts to playoffs, and we enjoy every action
By Phil McCarthy
packed second. From practices after school to games unName: Georgia Norton
der the lights of Mansfield, we put our blood, sweat, and
When does the regular
tears into each and every moment,because those moments
season come to an end?
are few. For our two senior varsity players, Grace Kaldor
On our senior night May
and Andrea Lopez, along with our amazing JV seniors
18th
How many regular season Ann Miller, Emma Hubbard and Emily Vosberg, playing for JMM in their last year means the world to them.
games will the team play
As Andrea Lopez puts it best, “playing for JMM soccer
this year?
means I’m representing my school outside the classroom.
We’ll play 20 conference
games and a handful of out It means I get to make connections with not just my
amazing new teammates but with other members of the
of conference games. We
have nine games remaining JMM community that support soccer.” From each season to the next, playing for JMM means joining a family,
this year.
which is the best gift of all. Through the amazing wins
How does the varsity
team schedule compare to to heartbreaking losses, the team supports one another.
Led by our fiercely competitive and hilarious Coach Ben
JV’s?
Voss, and hard working, motivational captain Kate PruWe play at the same time
dent, we plan to make this season the most of what it can
and same teams as JV at
be. With persistence, passion, and purpose, we want to
the same locations.
represent JMM soccer and what it means to us, by fightWho are the managers
ing in every game and committing to becoming better at
this year?
Sophie Ferguson and Anna practice everyday. Lastly, playing soccer for JMM means
representing our fellow classmates and teachers. It means
Stalsberg
upholding the long history of soccer at JMM and playing
What do you think is in
not only for our team and program, but our school. That
store for the future of
is the best privilege of all. We would love to see you all
Memorial Softball?
come out and watch us play. Go Spartans! Do Work!
We have a lot of underclassmen in the starting
lineup and in leadership
ing players in the proprogress.
positions on the field. Our
How many seniors are on gram we should keep an
pitcher, third baseman, and the Varsity roster?
eye on?
shortstop are all freshman.
Anna Arnoldussen is a
3. Lauren Kreig, Claire
With our two strongest
starting pitcher as a freshRohn and myself.
players returning as seniors When is senior night?
man, we expect her to realnext year, Isabella Curtin
ly improve and continuing
May 18th against Janesand Emily Groves, I see
ville Parker, if you come to growing over the next 4
a lot of potential for next
one game this year make it years. Her positive attitude
season and the years to
work ethic truly make her a
this one.
come as our young players Are there any up & com- player to watch.

Go After Your Goals: Girls
Soccer 2017

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
May Crossword
By Beatrice Naujalyte
Across
2. The coach of the JMM 2017 girl’s soccer team.
10. An annual day of volunteering that 195 Memorial
students participated in this year.
13. According to the US National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, 93% of all car crashes are due to _____.
14. Memorial’s FBLA team won this number of awards at
the state conference.
15. This California city will host the national FBLA conference.
17. This dance will be held on Friday, May 19th to raise
money for the UW Children’s hospital.
19. A few weeks ago, this school’s girls’ basketball team
won the WIAA sportsmanship award.
20. The FBLA Wisconsin state conference opening ceremony took place in the _____ Performing Arts Center.
21. The mobile version Super Mario Bros.
22. Our _____ team won state for the tenth time this year.
23. This SNL host turned a Civil War song into a peppy
pop song.

Down
1. The authors of this book visited JMM on April 24th.
3. The production of this chemical was outlawed in the
Chemical Weapons Convention in 1993.
4. The theme of this year’s prom.
5. This year’s spring play.
6. AP tests will happen at this arena.
7. Which neighborhood office should you turn your form
into if you’re interested in running for class officer?
8. The roots of Mother’s Day date back to the ancient
Greeks and Romans, who held festivals to honor the
mother goddesses Rhea and _____.
9. The official start of the 2017 Spring Ultimate Frisbee
season was during this month.
10. A tragic chemical attack occurred in a rebel-held town
in this country.
11. A forcible or passive resistance against a lawful authority.
12. True or false? MMSD does not actually recycle.
16. This video will be debuted at the Film Fest.
18. The maximum score you can get on this national test
is a 36.
19. Princess Peach is the princess of this kingdom.

Save Princess Peach in
Mario Run!
By Michael Rehani
When I was a child, I loved
playing Super Mario Bros
on the Nintendo Entertainment System, otherwise
known as the NES, a gaming console that came out
in the 1980’s. I usually had
fun until I decided to quit
out of rage after dying one
too many times. Honestly,
I think I have more memories of getting angry at the
game than I do of actually
having fun. Unfortunately,
my NES died years ago,
so I cannot rage in Super
Mario Bros anymore. However, Nintendo recently
released an app to the Play
Store called Mario Run.
With the app, I can now
rage on the go as well as at
home. Users can download
the app and play the first
few levels for free. How-

ever, for those who want to
play all the levels and have
all the spirit breaking Nintendo has to offer, they will
have to pay $10. Is it worth
it? Let’s find out!
When Nintendo made
this game, they must have
realized that most users
would not care about the
story, and would be more
interested in the gameplay.
As a result, they played
it safe and went with a
story that they knew would
work. Well, either that or
they were too lazy to come
up with another original
story for the first time since
1985. Honestly, they were
probably just too lazy.
The story for Super Mario
Bros games has not really
changed since 1985. Bowser, a turtle-like monster, has
taken Princess Peach, the

Horoscopes
By Leah Vredenbregt &

Cancer: This
is the month
to take care
of yourself.
Your sensitivity and
strong emotions cause you
to care deeply for others,
but remember your importance too.

Isabella Wu

Aries: Your
fearlessness will
get you far
this month,
but always proceed with
caution.
Taurus: Your
practicality
doesn’t always appear
as fun, but it
will get you
far in an upcoming life test.
Gemini: Now is the perfect time to
make some
new friends.
Don’t worry, your
“out there”
personality
should make that a breeze.

Leo: You
have always
been charming, and you
love the spotlight. This
month, it is
advised you take a minute to sit back and simply
watch in order to regain
lost energy.
Virgo: Celebrate your
accomplishments! You
are driven,
but humble, meaning you
might not always realize
how awesome you are.

princess of the Mushroom
Kingdom, and Mario needs
to save her. It turns out that
my rage is not the only
thing that has stayed constant throughout the years.
Nintendo could have easily
made a new story for the
game; however, they decided to use the same plot they
have been using for over 20
years. For a $10 app, there
should really be more effort
put into the storyline. I am
not even disappointed. I
was expecting Nintendo to
recycle the same story and
that is exactly what they
did.
Nintendo spent about as
much time making the
story for the game as I
spend exercising…. and I
am very lazy. I originally
thought that this meant
that they spent a lot of time
working on the gameplay.
Nintendo definitely proved
me wrong, however. For
starters, the game only has
Libra: You
are such a
well rounded
person. But if
there is still
something new you want
to try, this is the time to go
for it.
Scorpio: This month you
will be financially successful and
emotionally
stable. This
is especially
true for those
about to start a new chapter
in life.
Sagittarius:
Your sense of
adventure has
the potential
to lead you
to something truly spectacular this
month, maybe even a sould
mate. You never know.

6 worlds, which are areas
with a group of levels. In
most decent Super Mario
Bros installments, there
are 8 worlds. Even though
each level has 3 different
layouts, they are so similar
that it is hard to tell the
difference between them.
Each level has a set of 5
coins for the player to collect. These coins are hidden
throughout the level, and
although this does add a
challenge to the game,
it is not enough to keep
people interested. Another
problem is that the game
constantly needs a wifi or
data connection. This takes
the portability out of the
game, as many people who
do not have data will need
to constantly be in an area
with strong wifi.The only
saving grace is the online
multiplayer. When connected, players can battle
other people from around
the world and their friends.
Capricorn:
Even though
you enjoy
structure,
being spontaneous this
month will lead you to the
missing link in your life.
Aquarius:
Some people
think of you
as a wild
card, but this
only means
you know
how to find a new door
after one closes.
Pisces: While you are
always ready for anything
that comes your way, you
can be thankful that this
will be a month with no
earthshattering surprises.
So no need to be on guard.

I love this because it adds a
much-needed level of difficulty to the game. Overall,
however, I am very disappointed with the gameplay.
It is short, easy, and like the
story, unoriginal.
Nintendo recently released
Mario Run to the Play
Store. When it first came
out, I was very excited to
try it out. However, after
playing it, I realized it
was nothing special. After
looking it over, I confidently say that $10 is just too
much. The app is basically
$1 for the game and $9
for the Nintendo brand. It
is not even like this game
is unique. Games like
Rayman Adventures and
Smurfs Epic Run are very
similar and are even free. I
would honestly recommend
getting one of those instead. When I was a child,
games like Super Mario
Bros for the NES broke my
spirits on a daily basis with
its high level of difficulty.
I was hoping that I could
have the same experience
with the app. However, that
time has just not come yet.

April SNL
Recap
By Beatrice Naujalyte

It seems that as summer
nears, even big TV show
producers hit the same
slump that us high school
students do. We haven’t
had a 3-month episode
since December, which is
fine with me because that
just makes my job easier.
For this month I thought
I would do a little bit of
a different format. This
column has been too positive, what with me only
sharing the best of the best.
I thought I’d sprinkle in a
little bit of negativity by
writing about the sketches
that made me cringe this
month. I’ll start with the
one best from each episode:
CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS
When a Civil War general sees that his soldiers
need some cheering up, he
decides to lift their spirits
with a good ol’ song. As
the fiddles start to play, he
starts them off: “Well I’m
from New York I am, and
I’m north of Yankee land,
then one day the Union
army came a callin’...” The
other soldiers join in for
the chorus, and then Jimmy
Fallon, wearing a fake mustache, jumps up and adds
his own part. He raises the
roof while singing, “And
we’re singing like whoaoh, whoa-oh, party till the
sun comes up. Whoa-oh,
whoa-oh, we’ll stay young
forever now...” The rest of
the soldiers are perplexed.
“I don’t remember that part
of Old New York”. And
then Harry Styles makes a
guest appearance, which is
no less confusing. But like
any One Direction song,
“our nation’s first big, fat
hook” soon became stuck
in everyone’s heads.
BIRTHDAY CLOWN
Bobby Moynihan plays
a cheerful kids’ birthday
clown who is somewhat

disturbed to find that his
latest booking, Ernie the
birthday boy, is actually
an adult man (Louis C.K.)
“So, should we wait for
everyone else to show
up?” “Nope, it’s just me.
Whenever you’re ready,”
Ernie nods, leaning back
and popping open a can
of soda. He is minimally
responsive, showing absolutely no signs of emotion
as he mumbles, “That’s
cute”, or “That’s pretty funny,” or “Uhuh”. When the
clown answers the door to
find Elsa and a robot “here
for little Ernie’s birthday
party”, he immediately
slams the door. “You don’t
want this.”
And now, for the worst
from each episode:
TAKE ME BACK
In this sketch, Jimmy
Fallon tries to take his
girlfriend back by serenading her with “Truly, Madly,
Deeply” by Savage Garden.
He wears a terrible white
suit, which he takes off
to reveal her face inside a
heart on his t-shirt. It gets
three times as bad when
two friends show up to sing
with him. The only good

a teenage girl to a dance.
One of her friends smiles,
“I’d go with Sam if he
asked me.” “Well, I didn’t
ask you stupid, I asked
Louise.” Then, when Sam
invites Louise to sit down
in one of the booths to do
a “test run” of their date,
the same friend goes, “Hey,
this is fun! Can we be part
of the scene?” To which
Sam replies, “No, so shut
up.” When Louise tries to
stand up, Sam holds her
back. “You can’t! We’re in
a tunnel!” Her friends are
still watching and one asks,
“Where is there a tunnel
on the way to school?” “I
don’t think he’s taking her
to school.” This sketch just
gets more and more disturbing as Louise explains
at the end, “It’s a game I
like. I like knowing I could
get Sam in big trouble for
the things he says, but he
does it anyway. It makes
me feel powerful.” I’m really not sure what to think
about this sketch, I just felt
extremely uncomfortable
watching it.
I must also tell you that
May is the last month of
the season for SNL, as

part of the sketch was the
end. When he finally definitively asks her if she will
take him back, she replies,
“No, Doug! You dragged
a man off a plane this
week!” The little reference
to the news is cute but not
enough.
SODA SHOP
This sketch started out a
little scary, with Sam, an
old 1950s soda shop owner
(Louis C.K.), asking to take

well as the month that we
publish our senior issue of
the Sword and Shield. So
after a year’s worth of SNL
recaps, I leave you all to
watch these last few SNL
episodes and decide for
yourselves which sketches
you thought were the best
and worst. You’ll need it
after AP tests and as you’re
preparing for finals… So
I guess this is goodbye.
Happy watching.
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