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Midwinter 
Fashion Takes an 
Enchanting Twist
By Leah Vredenbregt   
   The annual Midwinter Dance took 
place on January 7th, giving many the 
opportunity to have a night of fun with 
friends and dates while simultaneously 
looking amazing. Winter typically brings 
black, dark red, dark blue, and purple 
colors of clothing, eyeshadow, and lipstick 
into the spotlight. Yet, a bright top, dress, 
or tie is always appreciated in these bleak 
Midwest winters. Going to the dance, 
I expected many young women to be 
wearing a short black dress, and men with 
the typical button up shirt with a tie.
   Many guys were nicely dressed with 
nice shirts, ties, and dress shoes. I can’t 
say I remember as many guys wearing 
suspenders at the fall homecoming dance, 
but they brought a pop of class to many 
outfits. The same goes for bowties, which 
brought nice variation. White shirts with 
various colored ties was a popular look, 
and a black shirt with a white tie wasn’t 
seen much that night, but looked splendid 
on those who did. As always, other shirt 
colors for the men included baby blues 
and reds. I even saw some sweaters on the 
guys, bringing a true winter style to a true 
winter dance.
   As for the women, they brought many 
different looks not often seen, but always 
loved, to the dance. Elegant velvet, 
a rocking jumpsuit, and dresses with 
sneakers were styles of small numbers 
that managed to catch the eye with their 
uniqueness, beauty, and boldness. The 
dresses at the Midwinter Dance followed 
the short and black norms less than I 
expected. I saw bold blues and dark 
greens, along with people rocking a longer 
dress, either to the knees or to the floor. 
Nude colors (peaches) were seen on some, 
while floral patterns were seen on others, 
and dresses that easily could also be seen 
at a homecoming dance dazzled the eye. I 
opted for the typical short black dress, but 

I loved the looks that didn’t, as well as the 
ones that did.
   Shoes. Where would fashion be without 
shoes. Black heels on the girls and black or 
brown dress shoes on the guys dominated 
the night, but like the dresses and shirts, 
that wasn’t all that was there. Silver, red, 
blue and green heels and flats looked 
amazing on many, while others opted for 
converse and other tennis shoes. Heels 
look great, as do other dress shoes, but I 
must say I was envious of those who didn’t 
have aching feet at the end of the night.
   I believe it is safe to say that in this day 
and age, while many followed the norms 
and looked great, going against the norms, 
and marching (or dancing) to the beat of 

your own 
drum 
makes 
you just as 
great.
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Editor’s 
Note
   Welcome to 2017, Sword 
and Shield readers! Many 
of you have reluctantly 
returned from Winter Break 
and are dreading the fact 
that finals is just around the 
corner, but the good news is 
that first semester is almost 
over and second semes-
ter, an opportunity to start 
fresh in all your classes, is 
fast approaching! As you 
all are busy preparing for 
finals, make sure to take 
some time to kick back with a copy of this month’s issue 
and catch up on what’s happening in and around JMM. 
Now that winter sports are in full swing, be sure to check 
out the sports prep profiles and game stats. In addition, 
enclosed in this issue, is a run through of the top 10 events 
of 2016, details on the fashions at this year’s enchanted 
forest themed Midwinter Formal, the delicious results of 
the annual Cupcake Smackdown, a humorous SNL recap, 
fun movie reviews, heartwarming volunteering stories 
from members of Spartan Youth Service, and much more! 
With first semester drawing to a close in the next few 
weeks, make sure you balance work and fun and study 
well for your exams! See you next month, Spartans!
-Shruti Sa-
thish, Opin-
ions Editor
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Offers valid only at Chick-fil-A West Towne during the month of January 2017 during the dates and times above. One offer per customer. Not valid with any other offer. Offer valid while supplies last. Closed Sundays. Ask Restaurant for details. Chick-fil-A®, Chick-fil-A Stylized®, 
Eat Mor Chikin®, and the Chick-fil-A Cows® are registered trademarks of CFA Properties, Inc.  
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STUDENT LIFESTUDENT LIFE

   The last day before 
winter break was a day of 
watching movies in class, 
wearing ugly sweaters, and 
eating the best cupcakes 
in the 608. The 7th annual 
Gender Sexuality Alliance 
Cupcake Smackdown took 
place on December 21st to 
benefit GSAFE.
   About 365 cupcakes 
were sold on the day of the 
Smackdown, raising over 
$425 for GSAFE. There 
were 31 amazing entries 
with flavors that included 
vanilla, chocolate, mar-
ble, strawberry, strawber-
ry lemonade, and more. 
Entries were turned in with 
by the dozen. Some cup-
cakes were holiday themed, 
others took a gourmet 
approach, while still oth-
ers were based on creative 
ideas. While all entries 
proved amazing, judges Mr. 
O, Ms. Fitz, Ms. Mitchell, 
and Ms. Betty had to pick 
just 3 to take home the top 
prizes. The grand prize this 
year went to sophomore 
Maisie Peters, who entered 
chocolate cupcakes with 
elegant spirals that looked 
like glass. The spirals were 

made by melting sugar, 
cooling it, breaking it into 
shards and then melting it 
again in the microwave. 
Second place went to last 
year’s winner, sophomore 
Rihanna Prine, with clever 
teacup cupcakes, or as I 
like to say, “teacupcakes”, 
with cupcakes in a cookie 
cup and saucer. Third place 
went to freshman Jacob 
Dobson, with his chocolate 
Christmas tree cupcakes. 
   GSAFE, a locally based 
non-profit, works to im-
prove the safety and pros-
perity of LGBTQ+ youth 
throughout Wisconsin. 
The organization works 
to advance educational, 
racial, social, and gender 
justice, as well as to train 
educators, support gay-
straight alliances, and push 
the leadership of LGBTQ+ 
youth. They have done 
much in the Madison area, 
including the 2004 success 
in creating the policy of 
non-discrimination based 
on gender and/or identity 
in MMSD and Middleton 
District. GSAFE began as 
a small volunteer group 
in Dane County and has 

developed to the point of 
having a large state wide 
reach.
   The Gender Sexuality 
Alliance club here at JMM 
shares similar values to 
those of GSAFE and wants 
you to know that you 
are welcome and safe no 
matter what your gender or 
sexuality is. Lead by Ms. 
Rongstad and junior Made-
line Urso, GSA meets on 
Wednesdays after school in 
room 819, all are welcome.

Cupcake Smackdown a Huge Success
By Leah Vredenbregt

SYS Gives 
Students a 
Chance  to 
Connect 
with the 
Community 
by Beatrice Naujalyte
   There are a few reasons 
for joining Memorial’s 
largest volunteer organi-
zation. Sure, you will get 
volunteer hours. And, yes, 
those hours look great on 
college applications and 
will help you get into the 
National Honor Society. 
Or maybe your parents are 
nagging you to join. Turn-
ing in that registration form 
will probably get them off 
your back, true.
   But ask any member of 
Spartan Youth Service and 
they will tell you that the 
benefits of volunteering 
go far beyond a number in 
your record. When you vol-
unteer, your world expands. 
You get a chance to inter-
act with members of the 
community you would not 
have met otherwise. You 
meet people whose tireless 
work to better the city they 
live in is awe-inspiring. 
You also meet the very peo-
ple whom your hard work 
benefits. Meeting these 
people face-to-face, seeing 
the impact you make, and 
often even hearing their 
gratitude expressed to you 
is an experience that is hard 
to describe in words.
   This month, we asked 
members of Spartan Youth 
Service to tell us about a 
memory from their time 
with the club that stands 
out to them. Here are some 
of the responses we got:
(Continued on page 4)3



Spartan 
Scoreboard: 
Debate
Thank you to Jack Votava
Wisconsin State Circuit:
Lakeland College Season 
Starter 
1st (Votava and Yang), 
2nd (Sandireddy and Mann)

Golda Mier Invitational
1st (Sandireddy and Mann)
5th (Chakilam and Patel)

Alexandra Hoechrel Challenge at Appleton East
Finalists (Votava and Yang)
Semifinalists (Sandireddy and Mann)
Octofinalists (Ramer and Taber, Golkonda and Ramachan-
dran)

Wish the following five teams luck who qualified for Varsi-
ty State on Jan 21st:
Jack Votava and Peter Yang
Anurag Sandireddy and Tejvir Mann
Andrew Taber and Sam Ramer
Sameer Golkonda and Nithin Ramachandran
Nish Chakilam and Akhil Patel

Varsity National Speech and Debate Circuit:

Mid-America Cup at Des Moines Valley

*2nd place: Votava and Yang (6th seed)

Apple Valley Invitational at Minneapolis
*1st place: Votava and Yang (32nd seed)
Sextofinalists: Sandireddy and Mann (24th seed)

Badgerland Invitational (hosted by JMM)
Winning record (can’t place at own tournament): Taber 
and Ramer (24th seed)

The Glenbrooks 2016 at Chicago
Sextofinalists: Votava and Yang (17th seed)
Speaker Award (8th), Jack Votava

Dowling Catholic Paradigm at Des Moines
Sextofinalists: Sandireddy and Mann (17th seed)

Blake Holiday Invitational at Minneapolis
Sextofinalists: Votava and Yang (24th seed), Sandireddy 
and Mann (34th seed)

Blake Round Robin Invitational
Semifinalists: Votava and Yang

*indicates that the placement 
earned a prestig- ious qualifying 
bid to the Tourna- ment of Cham-
pions in May. 

(Continued from page 3
“I was volunteering at an elementary school earlier this 
year, watching children while their parents learned Eng-
lish. I had no idea that some of the kids themselves didn’t 
speak English. I remember playing a matching game with 
one of the kids, and I pointed to a kite and asked her what 
it was. She was pretty little, and I couldn’t tell if she was 
just mumbling, or if she was speaking a different lan-
guage. Then I pointed to a ball and asked her what it was, 
and she said, “pelota” which is “ball” in Spanish. I’m only 
in Spanish 3, and I was really scared to speak to her in 
Spanish because I thought I would completely mess it up. 
But when I started asking her questions, saying, “¿Qué 
es esto?” instead of, “What is this?”, she started smiling 
and was a lot more comfortable talking to me. Suddenly, 
childcare every week became the highlight of my week, 
because I knew that I was not only making a difference in 
a child’s life, but in mine as well.” - Kari Larsen

“I recently volunteered at a card making event for seniors 
with dementia. After decorating papers and chatting for 
two hours, one of the seniors named Esther came up to me 
and thanked me so many times for being there during the 
holidays, when she couldn’t visit her family. I was amazed 
at how just a little time doing mundane activities like 
making small talk and putting snowflake stickers on cards 
could bring so much positive influence in someone else’s 
life. To me, volunteering is about the experiences that con-
nect you with people in your community, more than just 

the hours.” -Kelly Wu

“As a freshman member, I’m only just beginning to 
experience being a part of Spartan Youth Service, but the 
service I have done has been very meaningful. 
My favorite memory of SYS work was definitely the Lus-
sier Christmas party, which the Lussier Center throws an-
nually a few weeks before Christmas. They work so hard 
each year to make a memorable Christmas experience for 
each and every family that attends. I went in with some 
pretty solid expectations on what the work would involve 
and most were correct. 
Upon arriving we were thrust into helping prepare 
everything from organizing gifts and a Santa meet-and-
greet to face painting and a cookie decorating center. You 
wouldn’t normally hear the words ‘volunteer work’ and 
think ‘fun’ but this definitely was. Part of it was just the 
knowledge that we were helping to create a fun night for 
kids in our community. This only escalated when the fam-
ilies actually got there. Watching kids smile and celebrate 
together made all the preparation worth it. 
   Then came the part where my night took an unexpected 
spin. So I’m helping out with face painting, things are go-
ing good overall. My friend (who was also volunteering) 
got me some green paint for a design, which, we did not 
know at the time, was acrylic and extremely concentrated. 
All is well until we start to wrap up the face painting and 
I go to wash the paint off the back of my hands. I start 
washing my hands like a casual person when I start to 

The Spartan Scoreboard 
recognizes Spartans who 
have received or won 
honors. For submissions, 
please contact Isabella Wu 
at iswu@madison.k12.
wi.us. 
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Little Shop of Horrors 
By Leah Vredenbregt and Evanka Annyapu
   This February, the Memorial Theater Company is proud 
to present the hit show Little Shop of Horrors! The set is 
coming along beautifully, the lines are memorized, and 
everyone is always eager to see if the amazing MTC cast 
and crew will top previous performances. While there is 
never a shortage of talent, Aris Awes, Sean Cunningham, 
Audrey Accardo, Malcolm Buisch, and Joe Bondurant 
lead the cast, with seven Doo-Wop girls contributing their 
smashing talent. 
   Last year’s winter musical, Footloose, received a whop-
ping 13 Tommy nominations, with now alumn Gwen Pak-
er and current junior Aris Awes both taking home awards. 
In addition, the fall musical sensation Nunsense received 
10 Tommy nominations, including all five actresses, and 
five different amazing students heading various are-
as of tech. The 
winners of those 
nominations will be 
announced in May. 
Seeing the en- thusi-
astic and com- mitted 
cast of Little Shop 
of Horrors, we look 
for more Tom- my 
nominations!   
   While the cast 
is amazing and 
working hard, they 
are being lead by the veteran team of director Tom Hardin 
and music director Jamie Pitt, along with the new chore-
ographer Sara Bartlett. A strong student team consisting 
of veteran stage manager Jack Votava, newcomer assistant 
director Evanka Annyapu, and acting coach Aly Rader are 
also greatly contributing to the success of this show. See-
ing the endeavors of the cast, crew, and production team, 
the show is nothing short of great entertainment. 
   To appreciate the hardwork and efforts put into making 
the set and bringing back a musical from years ago, buy 
your tickets now! 
Sold at lunch and at the doors, February 3rd, 4th, 10th, 
11th starting at 7:30pm.

realize this dark green paint is *not coming off*. No, it is 
only spreading. All over my hands. This got progressively 
worse until a woman came in and asked why I was wash-
ing my hands in gloves. Normally I wouldn’t mind if my 
hands resembled that of the Wicked Witch of the West’s 
but I had a mock forensics tournament the following after-
noon and green hands is not exactly acceptable. Eventual-
ly I came to the conclusion that I’d gotten off as much as 
I could for the time being and returned to help some more 
as the party began to settle down. 
I stepped out to see families packing up to go home for the 
night. While the kids’ smiles we’re fading with exhaus-
tion they still had that glow in their eyes that comes with 
celebrating the holiday season. Which kind of reminded 
me what we do in SYS. We work to make life a little bit 
easier, or more fun, or just a little neater for those who 
need it. It’s not always helping with a Christmas party but 
I’ve found it’s always worth it to someone or something 
out there. Spartan Youth Service has become an important 
part of my life and I hope to do much more service in the 
future. If I dye my hands green in the process, so what? 
(Also I did get most of the paint off in time for the tourna-
ment!)” - Charlotte Ravenscroft
   So what are you waiting for? All it takes is a form, 
which you can pick up at any of our weekly Wednesday 
meetings right after school in the Fishbowl. If you’ve 
always wanted to volunteer, there is no easier way. We ac-
cept new members at any point in the year, and we always 
have new events popping up at which you can create your 
own stories of heart-warming volunteerism.

SYS volunteers at Oakwood over winter break: 

SYS members volunteer at Oakwood over winter break: 
Kelly Luu, Sally Herman, Van Tetzner, Kami Henning, 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
December 
SNL Recap
By Beatrice 
Naujalyte
In December, we only got 
three episodes of SNL, 
which is to be expected 
because of the holidays. 
Luckily there were some 
gems in there that made the 
winter break just a little bit 
sweeter. Read on for this 
month’s picks:

HILLARY, ACTUALLY
A few weeks ago the 
electoral college had a big 
decision to make. This 
sketch was a peek into their 
lives during this tumultuous 
time. 

Ding dong, better get your 
door. It’s Hillary. Time for 
a heart-to-heart. She wants 
to let you know (to 
the tune of “Silent 
Night”) what has 
been on her mind, 
and she’s doing it 
by flipping through 
an absurd amount 
of posters, a la Love 
Actually. She’ll 
reflect on the elec-
tion for a bit, then 
give you some advice for 
the vote. She doesn’t even 
mind if you vote for her! 
“Just vote for literally any-
one else. Like John Kasich, 
Tom Hanks, Zendaya, The 
Rock, a rock.” And if the 

$1,000 fine seems 
steep? Oh, she’s 
conveniently brought 

a $1,000 check with your 
name on it. Hint hint, 
nudge, nudge, wink, wink.

PUTIN’S BEST FRIENDS 
FROM GROWING UP 
RETURN
I haven’t yet featured 
anything from the Week-
end Update in this column, 
but this one deserves it, I 
think. In light of the recent 
hacking scandal, Putin’s 
childhood friends have 
arrived to clear his name. 
They love him, really, they 
do. But they do have a few 
things to say. They keep 
returning to a tiny whisper 
to gossip about Putin’s pet-
tiness, forcing the viewer to 
strain to hear the dialogue, 
which makes the sketch 

even funnier. 
“So he has this 
holiday par-
ty and on the 
invite it says 
in bold letters, 
no gifts please. 
So we show up 
and he goes, 
arriving emp-

ty-handed, are we? And 
we go, you said no gifts.” 
Fred Armisen returns to 

the show to do this sketch 
with Vanessa Bayer. It’s 
one they’re famous for and 
this installment is a solid 
one. But I will say, it can be 
pretty…”

THE CHRISTMAS CAN-
DLE
This episode with Emma 

Stone is one of those you 
wish you could’ve 
sat in on the writing 
of. “The Christmas 
Candle” is a pas-
sionate 80s-style 
ballad about that 
one cheap candle 
that just keeps on 
getting regifted 
over and over and 
over… “This is the story 
of another more powerful 
Christmas savior,” Emma 
Stone begins with an in-
tense gaze into the camera. 
She, Kate McKinnon, and 
Aidy Bryant all are hilari-
ous in their long fur coats 
and tight curls. But Bryant 
shines with her over-the-top 
belting, especially as she 
gives her wise advice: “But 
here’s a warning, when you 
give a candle, that is all she 
needs. Don’t pair it with 
the lotion or some little 
cream. A lot of people think 
two gifts are better than 
one. But that just makes 
each gift seem smaller and 
dumb!” They got a choir to 
sing in this skit, you guys, 
this is a serious production 
for a $9 candle you find 
lying in your closet. 

SCIENCE PRESENTA-
TION
It is critical that, when 
grading, teachers treat each 
student equally and abstain 
from playing favorites. But 
that’s a little easier said 
than done when one of 
those students (John Cena) 
is the star of the football 
team, refuses to play unless 

he gets an A in science, and 

is dumb as a doornail. In 
that case, what is a teacher 
to do but level the playing 
field a little bit? While the 
other students are study-
ing topics like “quantum 
entanglement impaired 
particles” and “ionization in 
the gas phase”, the athletic 
hero of the school gets… 
bananas. His presentation 
includes a wooden board 
with different types of ba-
nanas nailed to it. “Yellow, 
brown spotty, very brown, 
green, and orange.” The 
“orange banana” is literally 
an orange. Cena’s brilliant 
insights into the world of 
bananas are sure to inspire 
any weary student trudging 
towards finals week. 

Do you agree with my 
picks for this month? What 
were your favorites? E-mail 
me at bnaujalyte@madi-
son.k12.wi.us or Facebook 
message me if you’d like 
your comments of Janu-
ary’s sketches to be includ-
ed in the next installment of 
this series.
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Everybody 
Wants to Go 
to Heaven… 
But Nobody 
Wants to Die 
in Mafia III
By Michael Rehani
On October 7th, the latest 
video game in the Ma-
fia series, Mafia III, was 
released. This is the third 
release of the Mafia series 
and can be played on the 
PlayStation 4, the XBox 
One, Windows computers, 
and Apple computers. Even 
though Mafia III is the third 
installment in the series, 
it is not necessary to have 
played the previous ones to 
understand the story of the 
video game. In, Mafia III, 
you play as the character 
Lincoln Clay in the city 
New Bordeaux, a recrea-
tion of New Orleans, in the 
year 1968. The video game 
varies in price, depending 
on the platform it is being 
played on. Prices start at 
around $37.99 and go up to 
roughly $49.99. Is Mafia III 
worth the purchase? Let’s 
find out.
The plot of the video game 
is incredible. Lincoln Clay 
is orphaned at a young age, 
but is soon taken in by a 
man by the name of Sam-
my Robinson. As an adult, 
Clay notices the turf wars 
that take place around him. 
These turf wars are vicious 
fights between rivals over 
territory that can last for 
years. He learns that Robin-
son is involved in a turf war 
against a Haitian gang; as 
a result, he is in debt with 
a man by the name of Sal 
Marcano. When he finds 
out about this, Clay, along 
with friends of Marcano go 
out on a mission to steal 
enough money to pay off 
Robinson’s debts. The heist 
is successful; however, 
Marcano and his gang end 
up killing Robinson and 

most of his mob. After this 
tragic event, Clay assem-
bles a gang of his own and 
avenges those he’s lost. 
Clay not only wants to get 
revenge on Marcano and 
his mob, but also wants to 
take over New Bordeaux 
with his gang. The story of 
Mafia III is exciting, orig-
inal, and suspenseful. It’s 
truly one of the best fea-
tures of this game. 
A good storyline is a great 
aspect of any game, but 
it’s nothing without good 
gameplay. Mafia III not 
only has a fantastic story 

but also has great game-
play. For example, there are 
a couple of side missions 
that can be played once the 
main story has been com-
pleted. One side storyline 
is the task of taking over 
districts of New Bordeaux 
by working with Clay’s 
gangs. The problem is that 
there aren’t many other 
side missions. Other than 
the few missions the video 
game offers, all that the 
player can do once finish-
ing the main story is ex-
plore the open world, which 
is not very fun. This issue 
is worsened by the lack of 
a multiplayer setting. Many 
video games grant players 
hours of entertainment sim-
ply by adding multiplayer. 
Whether it’s a competition 
between friends to be the 
best, or simply complet-
ing the campaign together, 
multiplayer is a key fea-
ture to lengthen gameplay. 
It’s a shame that Mafia III 
doesn’t include it. Another 

problem the video game 
faces is that it contains 
many glitches, even though 
several of the glitches have 
been fixed, there are still 
many noticeable problems. 
The gameplay has its faults, 
but is still fun, nonetheless.
Overall, Mafia III is a suc-
cess. The video game has 
several fun features, great 
gameplay, and includes 
an unforgettable storyline. 
Looking past the lack of 
multiplayer, glitches, and 
overall lack of content, 
Mafia III is still one of the 
better releases of 2016. The 

game is definitely worth the 
base price of $37.99; how-
ever, paying the extra 12 
dollars for a few extra mis-
sions is a bit questionable 
as they don’t add much to 
the game. This video game 
is definitely worth the buy, 
and I highly recommend it 
to anyone. I give Mafia III 
4.2 out of 5 stars.
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2016: The 
Last of It
Movie Review by 
Dane Peplinski
Nocturnal Animals
A beautifully done movie 
with glamour and intensity. 
There are three plots to this 
movie but if you mainly fo-
cus on the story the female 
character is reading, then 
you won't get the ending.
--10 out of 10 stars

Loving 
A movie with a great mes-
sage that depicts an impor-
tant part of our history that 
helped lead us up to where 
we are today in acceptance. 
The only con is the act-
ing and atmosphere of the 
movie.
--7.2 out of 10 stars
Manchester by the Sea
A beautifully done film 
with a heartbreaking point 
that gives you perspective 
into one's horrible mistakes.
--8.2 out of 10 stars

La La Land
Such a beautiful and daz-
zling musical! With its 
vintage dab, La La Land 
transforms a modern day 
setting into an enchanting, 
dreamy musical. The color 
contrast and production 
design in the movie are top 
notch, and we need more 

movies from director 
Damien Chazelle!
--10 out of 10 stars

 Rogue One
A well done prequel that 

gives an interesting plot of 
what happened before Star 
Wars Episode 1. The ending 
will make you gape.
--8.5 out of 10 stars
Jackie
A divine masterpiece with 

perfect cinematography and 
a dashing score that makes 
it a worthwhile experience.
--8.9 out of 10 stars

Sing Movie 
Review 
By: Rayan Banerjee, 
Molly Wang, & Min-
seon Han
A movie about singing 
animals that compete in a 
talent competition? Where 
can we get our tickets? 
Sing, Illumination’s newest 
creation, is a lighthearted 
feel-good movie for all 
ages. Sing is a charming 
film that cleverly combines 
classic tunes with thrilling 
animation. Meet Buster 
Moon, a hopeful koala and 
the owner of a failing theat-
er. In 
order 
to pre-
vent 
his be-
loved 
theater 
from 
being 
shut 
down, 
Moon decides to hold a 
singing competition in his 
local town. From small 
bunny-rabbits singing 
Anaconda to a large gorilla 
singing a soulful rendition 
of 
Stay 
With 
Me, 
the au-
ditions 
are an 
enjoy-
able 
expe-
rience. 
The film centers on an array 
of characters such as Mike, 
a pipsqueak mouse with 
a talent for jazz, Rosita, a 
part time singer and full 
time mother of 24, Meena, 
a shy powerhouse singer, 
Johnny, a soulful-natural 
born singer, and Ash, a re-
bellious teen with a passion 
for rock. With a celebrity 
casting including Matthew 
McConaughey, Reese With-
erspoon, Scarlett Johansson 

and Tori Kelly, it’s no won-
der that this movie is a suc-
cess. The film is practically 
an engaging American-idol 
singing competition be-
tween animated, talking 

animals, 
what 
more 
could 
you ask 
for? So 
will one 
small 
singing 
con-
test be 

enough to sustain Buster 
Moon’s dreams and keep 
his theater alive? Watch and 
see for yourself! 
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Artist of the Month: 
Anastasia Kois
By Aly Rader
What art classes have you taken at Memorial?
I’ve taken Ceramics and Sculpture 1, 2, and will be in 
Ceramics and Sculpture 3, second semester! I’m also a 
TA for Mr. Herman and assist in loading and unloading 
the kiln and prepping the room, as well as working on my 
own forms.

How old were you when you began to do art?
I’ve began doing art when I was younger. I took some 
family pottery classes through MSCR. I remember look-
ing forward to throwing on the wheel more than anything, 
in terms of art from. I was often using watercolors and 
drew throughout middle school, but I realized that I was 
much more interested in working directly with my hands. 
I enjoy the versatility and non confining expectations of 
working with clay.

What is your favorite piece you have made? Why?
My favorite piece to date, is my creature character bust 
from Ceramics and Sculpture 2, although I haven’t glazed 
my piece yet. My piece includes deep wood like texture as 
the surface for a human-like face, along with snake heads 
as hair. I wanted to embody medusa as a partial element, 
while maintaining a deeper connection to nature, other 
than the snake heads alone. I exaggerated the bone struc-
ture, to dramatize the piece. I plan on using a considerable 
amount of greens and browns to glaze the piece.

What is something you want to make? Why?
I’d like to sculpt more female body forms showcasing 
diverse body types. I think it’s really important to find our 
beauty in ourselves, and one way to do this, is to shine 
light on what society considers “imperfections,” in order 
to further accept ourselves. I also like ceramic pieces that 
are functional, like bowls and mugs, so I’d like to pay at-
tention to the volume and weight of the form, to improve.

From where do you find inspiration for your art piec-
es?
Many of my pieces are centered around plants in connec-
tion to human structure and how the two interact. Growing 
up, I often went on camping trips with my parents and we 
always took the time to take a close look at mushrooms, 
lichen, and texture of different plants. This background 
and love for nature has inspired me to involve many of 
these aspects into my current work. I’m deeply interest-
ed in bone structure and I often find myself exaggerating 
cheek and collar bones, especially.

What is a field of art you would like to learn more 
about? Why?
I would like to learn more about drawing because I hav-
en’t learned the skills that are involved. I think drawing 
would assist in finding out more about proportion and 
alignment of body and facial structure.

What do you hope to accomplish with your artwork?
In the future, I hope to capture a greater acceptance for 

body shape and forms that are considered irregular. I’m 
learning to appreciate asymmetry in my art, and I hope 
viewers can do the same. 
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Horoscopes By Sam Bart
Aries- This month is your month- as soon as 2017 started, your feet hit the ground running.  You 
will discover whole new worlds and life-changing experiences, so enjoy the new 
year.
Taurus- This month is when your personal career begins to pick up steam, so 
contacts are positive for you! Doing your best now will lead to big profits in the 
future.
Gemini- Your strong and positive ability to debate on important issues comes 
across loud and clear- you have a lot to say and a lot that you can teach others.  
Cancer-  Be careful of hurting anyone’s feelings by saying things too harshly. If 
you can kindly explain how you feel about things, you may be surprised at how 
cooperative and willing people will be to assist you.
Leo- Your most personal relationships are very important now. If you treat some-
one bad, they will either fight with you or they might even walk out of your life 
forever.  Don’t expect anyone to treat you nice if you’ve been being crabby lately. 
Virgo- Daily activities will take up much of your time this month. If you procras-
tinate about things that you know you should be doing, you will feel lazy, guilty, 
and maybe even a bit depressed. With the right frame of mind, you can get a lot 
accomplished!
Libra- If you’ve learned something new lately, now is the time to practice it. A 
special transformation is taking place within you. Create a sacred space that be-
longs just to you. Shut off the phone and meditate. The results will be amazing!
Scorpio- Try to remember that age is just a number and it is a mental attitude that 
counts more. You can truly be any age that you desire when you have the right 
positive attitude. 
Sagittarius- Your environment will either uplift you, or put you in a bad mood. 
Put away the clutter for now, and get outdoors as often as possible. Your energy 
and mood will feel so much better when you breathe in some fresh air and have 
room to think and move freely.
Capricorn- This is one of those months where you need rest.  The rest and relaxa-
tion you take now will also put you in a better mood. Everyone will be grateful for 
that!
Aquarius- You should keep a journal and write your thoughts down. You may just 
begin to see how truly smart you are after all. Make a special birthday wish…you 
deserve to have your dreams come true too.
Pisces- This is also a good time to rid yourself of any bad habits because your 
willpower will be a lot stronger. By the time the Sun moves into Pisces at the end 

of this month, you will be ready to take on some new challenges. 

Making 
Chemistry         
More    
Bear-able
By Maddy Peppard
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Across
2. This sequel to Finding 
Nemo was released in 
2016.
4. Erin Webb, goalie for 
the Madison Metro Lynx, 
has played hockey for ___ 
years.
7. The koala who organizes 
a singing competition in the 
new movie Sing.
9. The name of the com-
munity center close to our 
school that hosts an annual 
Christmas party.
15. Won his first Oscar last 
year.
16. The topic of John Ce-
na’s terrible science project.
18. This club provides stu-
dents with fun opportunities 
to volunteer and make a 
difference in the commu-
nity.
19. The hottest month on 
record was ___ of 2016.
Down
    1. This Memorial student 
hopes toincrease body ac-
ceptance through her art.
3. It is claimed that this app 
can prevent type 2 diabetes.
5. In 2016, Hanukkah and 
___ overlapped.
6. Last year’s winter musi-
cal.
7. This country hosted the 
most recent Olympics.
8. It took 108 years for this 
baseball team to finally win 
the World Series.
10. Mr. Collins’ favorite 
pizza topping.
11. The SNL sketch 
“Hillary, Actually” is based 
on the famous sign scene 
from this movie.
12. Her chocolate glass spi-
rals took her to first place in 
the Cupcake Smackdown.
13. Name of the US wom-
en’s gymnastics team last 
summer.
14. This semester they fall 
on the week of January 
17th-January 20th.
17. The proceeds from 
the Cupcake Smackdown 
went to this locally based 
non-profit.

January Crossword By Beatričė Naujalytė
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A Quick-fire 
of the Top 
10 Events of 
2016
By Evanka Annyapu 

Record Breaking Climate: 
   Did you know July 2016 
was the hottest month on 
record? “July 2016 was the 
379th consecutive month 
with temperatures at least 
nominally above the 20th 
century average,” NOAA 
said. Sadly the Arctic was 
reported to be more than 
7 degrees above average; 
global warming, eh? 

The Media Shaking Elec-
tion: 
   The 2016 Presidential 
Election that covered many 
headlines and stories may 
have been the most inter-
esting of all 44 elections, 
definitely one of the most 
interesting in our time. 
Head to head, Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton 
faced in a 
close, in-
tense elec-
tion. To be 
inaugurated 
in January, 
Donald 
Trump 
came out 
as the 44th 
President with 306 electoral 
votes compared to Clinton’s 
232 votes. Surprisingly the 
popularity vote was the 
opposite, a 48% for Clinton 
with a 46% for Trump. 

Terror Strikes: 
   Unfortunately, there 
never seems to be a SS 
issue where there isn’t an 
article about terror attacks. 

The year of 2016 
was a whirlwind 

of crisis around the world. 
From Brussels, Nice, Syria, 
Orlando, Libya, Baghdad, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, etc… the 
list seems never ending. 

Gun Violence: 
   The gun violence in Chi-
cago has resulted in approx-
imately 762 homicides… 
all while the homicides 
in New York went down 
to 335. More policies and 
enforcements are looking to 
be placed in Chicago. 

Gold for the 
Win: 
   Brazil hosted 
one of the most 
memorable 
and exciting 
Olympics in 
recent history. 
The US boast-
ed many star 
athletes, like Simone Biles 
for gymnastics, Katie Le-
decky for the pool, Michael 
Phelps , who broke a 2,000 
year old Olympic record, 
and Simone Manuel, who 
was the first black woman 
to take gold in an individual 

swimming event. 
The 2016 Rio 
Olympics was pure 
entertainment, joy, 
and success. 

An App Could 
Prevent Type 2 Di-
abetes: 
   Pokemon had a 

huge comeback this year 
with the release of the vir-
tual reality app, Pokemon 
Go. Fortunately, Pokemon 
Go could prevent Type 2 
Diabetes. Dr Tom Yates, a 
Reader in Physical Activity, 
Sedentary Behavior and 
Health at the University 
of Leicester based at the 
Leicester Diabetes Centre, 
said, “If there is something 
out there which is getting 
people off the sofa and 

pounding the streets then 
this game could be an in-
novative solution for rising 
obesity levels.” 

Ending the Curse of the 
Billy Goat and the Curse 
of Cleveland: 
   It took 108 years, but 
the Chicago Cubs won 
the World Series, ending 
the curse once and for all. 
They were originally down 
3-1 against the Cleveland 
Indians, but stormed back 
to win two straight games, 

then winning a 
thriller Game 
7 in 10 in-
nings, with a 
final score of 
8-7, securing 
the Cubs their 
long-awaited 
title. In bas-
ketball, the 

Cleveland Cavaliers, led 
by LeBron James, were 
also down 3-1 against the 
Golden State Warriors in 
the NBA Finals. And like 
the Cubs, they stormed 
back to win two in a row 
and then won a thriller 
Game 7, making history 
by being the first team in 
NBA Finals to overcome a 
3-1 deficit, which gave the 
Cavs its first championship 
ever, and Cleveland its first 
pro sports championship in 
52 years.

Conservation Success: 
   The list gets long but to 
highlight a few: In March, 
the US government aban-
doned its plan for oil and 
gas drilling in Atlantic wa-
ters, reversing its decision 
from a year ago. British 
Columbia protected 85% of 
one of the world’s largest 
temperate rainforests, home 
to the wonderfully named 
‘Spirit Bear.’ In 2016, more 
than 20 countries pledged 
more than $5.3 billion for 

ocean conservation and 
created 40 new marine 
sanctuaries covering an 
area of 3.4 million square 
km; this included a new re-
cord holder for the world’s 
biggest marine reserve, off 
the coast of Antarctica. 

Box Office Hits: 
   Captain America: Civil 
War, Finding Dory, Zooto-
pia, The Jungle Book 
(2016), and The Secret Life 
of Pets take the top five 
spots for the movies that 
collected the most world-
wide grosses of 2016. It 
was a successful collection 
for Hollywood in 2016. 

Not All Hope Was Lost: 
   Leonardo DiCaprio won 
his first Oscar… Harriet 
Tubman replaced Andrew 
Jackson on the $20 bills. 
Harry Potter, Ron Weasley, 
and Hermione Granger 
came back in the Harry 
Potter and the Curse Child. 
Giant pandas aren’t on 
the endangered species 
list anymore. Tigers and 
Manatees too. The high 
school graduation rate has 
risen to 83%. America has 
become measles-free. The 
terrible occurrences of 
2016 shouldn’t completely 
overshadow all the good 
that we’ve experienced. 
Seeing the positive side of 
things will help us to have a 
successful new year - Have 
a great 2017! 

STUDENT LIFENEWS
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The Invasion 
of Mosul 
By Amit Rajesh 

   At this point, every-
one knows what ISIS is: 
a brutal Islamic terrorist 
group that has generated 
news headlines since it 
was formed in 2014. Un-
like other terrorist groups, 
they were founded on the 
idea of creating an Islamic 
caliphate, or a separate state 
ruled by them. To do this, 
they created an army and 
set out to conquer territory 
in Iraq and Syria for their 
new state. And they were 
largely successful, taking 
over huge portions of land 
in a matter of months. At 
one point, almost 8 mil-
lion people lived under 
ISIS rule. Over the last 
two years, they have also 
committed deadly terrorist 
attacks both in the Middle 
East and in the West, most 
notably during the bomb-
ing of a Russian passenger 
plane over Egypt in Octo-
ber 2015, the Paris attacks 
in December of 2015, and 
Orlando nightclub shooting 
this past July. They are very 
active on social media, with 
46,000 accounts on Twit-
ter alone. They often post 
videos of ISIS members be-
heading hostages on these 
accounts for the world to 
see. They have truly been a 
deadly force.
   Thankfully, the rest of 
the world is finally step-
ping up and fighting back 
against this barbaric group. 
The US and many other 
governments are increas-
ing security and tracking 
internet activity to detain 
anyone who could have 
ties to ISIS, in an attempt 
to reduce terrorist attacks 
and to stop potential ISIS 
recruits. More importantly, 
The Kurdish Fighters in 
Northern Syria, the Iraqi 
Army, a US-backed coa-

lition, Turkey, Iran, many 
other countries have all sent 
in troops to fight ISIS in the 
Middle East and to retake 
their land. Because Syria 
has many, many other prob-
lems to deal with besides 
ISIS, Iraq has been the 
main battleground for these 
forces 
to fight 
ISIS. 
And 
it has 
mostly 
been a 
success. 
These 
forces 
have 
taken 
back 
Rama-
di, then 
later 
Fallu-
jah, and 
many 
other 
cities along the away.  
   However, in October, the 
Iraqi Prime Minister de-
clared the start of the offen-
sive to take back Mosul, the 
second largest city in Iraq 
and the largest city under 
ISIS control. This is by far 
the biggest battle against 
ISIS to date, and the fight-
ing has been very intense. 
Most of the villages sur-
rounding the city have been 
taken, and forces are slowly 
making progress into the 
city itself. The size of the 
city has been a major rea-
son why progress is slow. 
Taking over Mosul requires 
a street-by-street, build-
ing-by-building approach, 
which is much more time 
consuming than other tac-
tics usually used to retake 
ISIS land. And although 
civilian evacuations have 
let many civilians escape 
the fighting, there are still 
more than 700,000 trapped 
in the city. This makes 
fighting much more danger-
ous, as soldiers have to not 
only watch for ISIS attacks 
but also have to avoid any 

civilians. This also means 
things like large-scale 
bombings in Mosul are 
completely impossible.
   Going into this battle, 
Iraqi forces were estimated 
to outnumber ISIS fighters 
10:1. As of December third, 
4,971 Iraqi and Kurdistan 

fighters have been killed 
in this battle, compared to 
somewhere between 2,000-
4,000 ISIS members killed. 
(ISIS rarely releases any 
sort of statistics on any-
thing, so it’s hard to say.) 
926 civilians have also 
been killed, and 131,904 
have been displaced.
   The implications of this 
battle are huge. If Mosul 
does fall, however long 
it takes, ISIS’s biggest 
stronghold will be gone, as 
well as its last stronghold 
in Iraq. ISIS’s standing as 
a powerful terrorist group 
will be lost. It will mostly 
be banished from Iraq and 
will have to retreat back to 
Syria. In short, losing Mo-
sul will be a total disaster 
for ISIS.
   That does not mean Iraq 
will be in a state of peace, 
however. As stated above, 
there are a lot of different 
faction groups who have 
joined forces to fight ISIS, 
and many of these faction 
groups are at odds with 
each other. There will 
surely be disputes between 

these groups in Iraq once 
their common enemy, ISIS, 
is gone. For example, the 
Kurds, who are probably 
the most formidable fight-
ers against ISIS, and who 
will do a lot of the heavy 
lifting in Mosul, have long 
wanted their own country, 
and their fight against ISIS 
might grant them that. But 
this is something that the 
Turks want to avoid at all 
costs, and tensions between 
these two factions are very 
high. So Iraq’s future with-
out ISIS looks very uncer-
tain. But that’s something 
to worry about after ISIS is 
gone.

13



   Federally insured by NCUA

Federally insured by NCUA. New members only. Offer valid until 12/31/16. 1 Minimum to open a Student Free Checking 
account is $25. Student Free Checking requires a primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open is $5. 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 11/1/2016 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is 
$25. 3 $10 cash bonus will be deposited to your account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income 
and are subject to 1099 tax reporting.

Saving up for a new phone, a car or even college?  
You can do it! And Summit Credit Union is here to help!
 
We’ve got a FREE student checking account, online tools that 
make it easy to see how you’re saving and spending your money, 
and an app that lets you split the bill with friends (or get money 
from your parents)!
 
And, if you open a Student Free Checking1 or savings2 account by 
December 31, you’ll get an additional $10 deposited into  
your account!3  
 
Stop by Summit, right in your school,  
to open an account today! 
 

WITH A LITTLE HELP  
FROM SUMMIT CREDIT UNION.

TAKE YOUR first steps  TO
Hey Spartans

OPEN A STUDENT 
FREE CHECKING OR 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

and
GET $10 DEPOSITED 

INTO YOUR ACCOUNT

OWN IT .
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SPORTS
Quest for the 
Net- Spartan 
Boys 
Basketball 
2017
By Hritik Sharat
 Our varsity 
basketball team has 
continued to be a source for 
pride for Memorial. Led 
by Head Coach Collins, 
the team has achieved 
recognition throughout 
the State and has been 
renowned not only for 
its skill, but also its epic 
courage and resilience. 
Currently this year, we 
stand at 3 wins and 0 
losses. A whopping 100% 
win rate. Although the 
season is still underway 
and more games are yet to 
be won, fans can definitely 
expect an exciting 
experience ahead.
 To take this brief 
review to the next level, I 
decided to meet with the 
coach to see what his inner 
thoughts on this year are. 
Here is a overview of the 
cursory conversation that 
ensued:
Q: What team has been 
the biggest rival this 
year?
A: Middleton.
Q: What has been the 
best moment?
A:Winning our first game.
Q: What has been the 
worst moment?

A: None. Such a bad 
question.
Q: I’m still your favorite, 
right? 
A: Go away.
Q: On average, how 
much do you yell during a 
game?
A: No comment. (He’s very 
diplomatic).
Q: Where does the team 
need to improve?
A: Rebuilding.
Q: How stressed are you 
during games?
A: Somewhat.
Q: Favorite pizza 
toppings?
A: Sausage. (Wow, no 
pineapple. How can anyone 
not like pineapple?)
Q: A sentence for others 
who might want to play 
basketball?
A: Work hard, lift weights, 
shoot, shoot, shoot the 
basketball.
 As  you can see 
from our brief interview, 
Coach Collins has 
some pretty interesting 
perspectives on this season. 
Anyways, the team has 
many games ahead so 
don’t forget to catch one 
soon. Don’t miss out on the 
strength of the Memorial 
basketball team. From the 
entirety of the school, we 
wish the team good luck 
for the rest of the season!

Prep Profile: 
Abbey Maier
By Rahima Osman
Q: How long have you 
been playing basketball?
A: I have been playing 
basketball for two years, 
with this year being the first 
year I am in Varsity.
Q: How is the season 
going so far?
A: The season is going 
pretty well, and it is much 
better than last season.
Q: What are you most 
looking forward to this 
season?
A: I am looking forward 
to playing a game with 
Middleton because we lost 
our first game to them.
Q: Who are the team 
captains this year?
A: The team captains are 
Abbey Wilson, Elle Kinney, 

Cora Kinney and Sophie 
Wegner.
Q: Are there any players 
on the team who are 
looking to play basketball 
beyond their high school 
careers?
A: Leilani Kapinus is 
looking to play basketball 
beyond her high school 
career.
Q: When is the next 
conference game?
A: The next conference 
game is against Verona and 
it is a home game. It’s on 
Jan 21; don’t miss it!
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Meet the 
Madison 
Metro Lynx
By Isabella Wu 
    The Madison Metro 
Lynx Hockey team won the 
prestigious Culver’s Cup in 
a 4-0 championship game 
against St. Croix Valley 
Fusion over winter break. 
To advance to the finals, the 
team beat Lakeland 1-0 in 
a shootout in the first round 
and Superior 2-1 in the 
second.
   The team consists of 
players from the greater 
Madison area high schools, 
including Middleton and 
West High School. Four 
of Memorial’s girls play 
on the team: Seniors Erin 
Webb and Nicole Osborne, 
Junior Rosie Patton, and 
Sophomore Gwen Parker. 
They hold daily practices at 
their home rink, Madison 
Ice Arena, and are coached 
by head coach Derek Ward. 
Last year, the Metro Lynx 
won their conference and 
placed 2nd at sectionals. 
 Current team stats 
stand at 5 wins, 1 loss, and 
4 ties, with wins Appleton 
4-1 and Viroqua 2-0.  For 
upcoming home games, 
Metro Lynx will be playing 
Black River Falls on Janu-
ary 14th and Rock County 
on January 20th. Go Madi-
son Metro!

Madison Metro Lynx win the Culver’s Cup, December 28th. 
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OPINIONS
Where Did 
Our Winter 
Break Go?
By Garrett Kennedy
   This year winter break 
seemed suspiciously 
shorter than usual. That’s 
because it was! We lost 
a whole three days! That 
might not seem like a ton 
of time, but I, for one, 
would have preferred 
keeping them. In exchange 
for cutting these three days 
from our winter break, we 
are only gaining one day of 
summer break. How does 
that make sense? Well… 
we only lost one weekday 
during the break, but since 
the break started in the 
middle of a week and end-
ed in the middle of a week 
we are losing a weekend 
that would’ve added an 
extra two days of rest and 
relaxation. Why would we 
choose to start and end in 
the middle of school week, 
then? 

   This ties into a much 
bigger issue that has been 
becoming more promi-
nent. Our break is directly 
connected to Christmas and 
New Year’s. I remember a 
couple of years ago when 
we were in middle school 
and the teachers would call 
it Christmas break, because 
that’s what it is,  right? 
Well now it’s too political-
ly incorrect to do that,be-
cause  we wouldn’t want to 
offend anyone of course… 
So more and more of-
ten you will hear people 
saying, “Happy winter 
break”. But, if it’s polit-
ically incorrect to call it 
Christmas break, shouldn’t 
it be politically incorrect to 
directly correlate a public 
school break to a specific 
religious holiday? 
   I, myself, am Jewish (my 
family celebrates Christ-
mas as well) and Hanukkah 
falls at a different time 
each year. This year we 
were lucky and it fell dur-
ing break, but most years 
we end up celebrating 

while school is still in ses-
sion. Of course, we would 
prefer to have winter break 
correlate with our holiday, 
but what about people 
who celebrate other winter 
holidays? Or people who 
celebrate their holidays at 
other times of the year with 
no break at all? Where’s 
their break? If we aren’t 
going to give breaks for 
other religious holidays, I 
personally don’t believe we 
should be aligning winter 
break with a specifically 
Christian holiday. 
   To sum up, we should not 
be scheduling our school 
breaks for any particular 
religion’s benefit. And we 
DEFINITELY should not 
be losing days of our pre-
cious break!

Progressive 
Opinion: 
Time for 
Choice on 
Gender Iden-
tity
By Jack Votava
   Author’s note: I am not 
a sociologist; my usage of 
vocabulary such as “post-
gender” may not reflect its 
particular usage among cer-
tain academics or activists.
   Progressive sexuality is 
easy: it’s okay for you to be 
attracted or not attracted to 
anyone regardless of their 
gender.
   Now let’s talk about 
something messier, gender 
identity. Progressive activ-
ism today is witnessing a 
spectacular collision of sec-
ond wave feminism, third 
wave feminism, postgen-
derism and trans-positive 
ideologies—but rather than 
creating a more nuanced, 
productive dialogue, the 
majority of Americans have 
just been left scratching 
their heads, with only a 
vague, fuzzy idea of how 
they should be approaching 
modern gender identity.
   To clear up the chaos, let’s 
discuss two broad camps 
of progressive thought that 
seem to be on a collision 
course. I’ll call the first 
“feminism,” based primarily 
on second-wave activism 
during 1960-1980: these 
“old-school” feminists 
would maintain that a 
person’s 
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gender bears some rela-
tionship to their biological 
sex. Thusly, a person could 
either be masculine or 
feminine or something in 
between, and the progres-
sive struggle is to create 
equality and equal opportu-
nity between them.
   The second camp of 
thought is more recent, and 
I’ll term it “postgenderism:” 
it maintains that gender is a 
purely social construct with 
no relationship to a person’s 
biology. A postgender pro-
gressive maintains that our 
goal ought not be to create 
equality between mascu-
linity and femininity, but 
to dismantle both identities 
and dissociate gender with 
any personal traits.  
   I believe that traditionally 
“feminist” ideas are the bet-
ter way forward for a couple 
reasons. For one, if we deny 
the legitimacy of “mascu-
linity” or “femininity,” it 
is difficult to be an ally for 
transgender or transsexual 
persons, who are making a 
conscious choice to associ-
ate their identity with these 
institutions. Further, the 
rhetoric of creating equal-
ity between genders (as 
contrasted to the rhetoric 
demonizing gender con-
structs in general) is more 
accessible and appealing 
to the general population. 
Regardless of what path 
we choose, however, this 
ideological conflict is crit-
ical to resolve, because as 
allies and activists, it is our 
progressive duty to create 
a clear value set in order to 
lead the vanguard of civil 
rights. It’s time to unify the 
progressive banner to fight 
for tolerance and change.

Finals, A 
Usually 
Positive 
Experience
By Shruti Sathish
   January is upon us! What 
does that mean? Finals 
week is fast approaching!! 
This year, finals week is 
Tuesday, January 17th - 
Friday, January 20th. Most 
people tend to associate 
finals week with stress, 
anxiety, and sleeplessness, 
but in my experience, it’s 
actually pretty relaxing- 
given that you study in 
advance for your exams! In 
my opinion, final exams are 
very fair, and are actually 
kind of nice if you plan 
your time well and study in 
advance.
   For those of you who 
aren’t already aware, 
Memorial designs finals 
week in a really nice way. 
You usually have 2 exams 
in the morning, and you get 
your afternoons off to study 
and basically do whatever 
you want. Finals are usually 
worth somewhere from 
10-20% of your semester 

grade (it varies depending 
on the class), and it’s helpful 
to prioritize which classes 
to invest more time in based 
on how well you’re doing in 
each of them. In addition, 
some classes don’t have final 
exams or have a smaller 
exam that the teacher has 
students take before the 
final exam week, which can 
be really nice because then 
you don’t have to show up 
to school for that scheduled 
period during finals week.
   Final exams usually aren’t 
a big deal if you’re at a high 
A or the middle of a letter 
grade. But, if you’re on the 
border, they really matter, 
and it is important for you 
to do your best on them so 
you can get the grade you 
want. I highly recommend 
using the Roger Hub final 
exam grade calculator 
after all of your quarter 
two assignments are in the 
grade book, so you have an 
idea of how well you have to 
do on each of your exams in 
order to get the grades you 
want. This can also help you 
prioritize your studying.
   In my opinion, final 
exams are fair for the 
most part, and they’re 
also pretty relaxing for a 

couple of reasons. First, 
although each scheduled 
exam time is 90 minutes, 
you probably won’t take 
the entire 90 minutes for 
all of your exams. If you’ve 
studied well and know what 
you’re doing, you should be 
completely fine and might 
even have extra time to 
go check your answers or 
turn in your exam early. 
Second, Memorial has great 
teachers, and they do a lot 
to help make sure you’re 
ready for the exam. Most 
teachers usually review 
in class the week before 
finals week and hand out 
lots of review sheets and 
packets. Use them to find 
out what you should know 
to be prepared for the final, 
and get comfortable with 
the types of questions you 
can expect to see on the 
exam. It’s important that 
you actually complete these 
review packets though, and 
not just the night before, 
frantically at 2AM. Third, 
you get to go home a lot 
earlier than usual, since you 
get your afternoons off! 
This is awesome, because if 
you have studied in advance 
for your exams, you should 
be able to go to bed at a 
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decent time and get a good 
amount of rest so you can 
tackle your exams the next 
day with a fresh mind!  
   Plan out your studying 
well, and good luck on your 
exams, Spartans!
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