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By Evanka Annyapu
   When our group for HOSA 
was invited to speak to incoming 
students and families at the Alliant 
Energy Center about our club, it 
was a brand new experience.  At 
the event, the principals from the 
four different high schools and a 
few middle schools came together 
to introduce “Personalized Path-
ways”. With additional help from 
the coordinators of the program 
and people within health-related 
careers, the Alliant Energy Center 
was prepared for the introduction 
of a new program open to a lim-

ited 125 participants. As parents 
and students flooded through the 
doors to hear the news, Mr. Affeldt 
explained the underlying story 
of Personalized Pathways. While 
Personalized Pathways had been a 
district priority since 2013,  it was 
officially released to the public 
during spring 2016. 
   Personalized Pathways began 
when feedback from graduating 
seniors, parents and community 
members demonstrated an inter-
est in a high school courses. The 
district hopes that the Pathways 
plan helps students to become 

 An Introduction to Personalized 
Pathways

college, career and community ready by 
exploring certain areas of interests. As of 
2016, incoming eighth grade students can 
apply to be a part of the Health Services 
pathway. At Memorial, the Health Services 
pathway will have a Health and Wellness 
specific focus. Wanting to provide students 
with access to project-based learning op-
portunities, the district began to develop the 
Pathways plan. The Health Services pathway 

Continued on page 2



Editor’s 
Note
   Just in case we’d forgot-
ten that we live in Wiscon-
sin, mother nature served 
up a nice blanket of snow 
for us this month. Now that 
the temperature has finally 
dropped, it’s time to settle 
in for some cozy evenings 
with family and friends. 
Brew yourself a cup of 
hot tea or cocoa and watch 
some of the holiday clas-
sics on our watchlists this 
month. Or head to the movie theater to watch the newest 
blockbusters - but make sure you read our reviews of them 
first! In the news, we are covering the war on drugs, …, 
and, of course, the presidential election. If you’ve had 
enough politics, a few episodes of SNL might be just the 
dose of comedy that the doctor ordered. As the end of the 
year nears, we celebrate the holiday spirit of acceptance 
and understanding. learn about Sikhism and what The 
Sikh Academy of Madison is doing to help the hungry 
this year. If you’re hoping to use your Winter Break to 
get ahead in school, you may want to take a look at some 
of the clubs our school has available. Remember that it’s 
not too late to join many clubs! Most importantly, though, 
have a safe, relaxing, and wonderful holidays Spartans!
-Beatrice Naujalyte, Opinions Editor
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Concert Choir Caroling 
Tour
By Isabella Wu
   Concert Choir 
performed holi-
day tunes around 
Madison during 
their annual car-
oling field trip on 
Friday, December 
9th. With stops at 
Oakwood Village, 
VA hospital, UW 
Hospital, Magic 
98 station, and 
Agrace Hospice, 
singers sung 
selections that 
included “Winter 
Wonderland” and 
“Holiday Jazz 
Trio”. 
   The choir 
was greeted 
by many smiles, much applause, and even cookies at 
Agrace Hospice. To listen to Concert Choir on Magic 
98, visit www.magic98.com/2016/12/09/memorial-con-
cert-choir-live-on-magic-98/2

(continued from page 1) 
will offer students the typ-
ical seven-period schedule 
with specific health-relat-
ed course options. While 
students will still face the 
choice of taking regular or 
honors classes for English, 
History, Math and Science, 
the students within a path-
way will be participating in 
interdisciplinary projects. 
With teacher cooperation 
and concepts of Health 
and Wellness interspersed 
throughout the curriculum, 
Personal Pathways will 
help students to become 
goal-oriented for the future. 
Along with past curriculum 
requirements, students will 
be required to take: 
-.5 credit of any Health and 
Wellness Course
-The regular Phy Ed. and 
Health credits
-An additional requirement 

to take a(n) Art/Music class 
or World Language Class
   Wanting to help students 
participate in a deep-dive 
exploring their goals and 
interests, many  students 
and parents have been mak-
ing the choice of whether 
they would like to enroll. 
With HOSA’s involvement, 
we were really able to get 
a unique perspective on 
Personalized Pathways 
Although Pathways won’t 
affect current high school 
students, for those in ele-
mentary or middle school, 
Personalized Pathways is 
something to continue to 
look into and learn about. 
If you’d like to learn more 
about Personalized Path-
ways, please visit https://
pathways.madison.k12.
wi.us. Otherwise, feel 
free to use our in build-
ing contacts to learn more 
about the program. Finally, 
stay tuned for ways to get 
involved with designing the 
second pathway!



STUDENT LIFE
We’re Your 
Friendly 
Neighborhood 
American 
Sikhs

By Simran Sandhu
   With Christmas around 
the corner, it’s important 
for us to realize that 
receiving gifts can be more 
enjoyable when we give. 
Yes, Thanksgiving already 
happened, but the spirit 
of Christmas involves 
sharing with others. Some 
of our Spartans continued 
the spirit of sharing at the 
annual Sikh Academy of 
Madison, WI Food Drive 
to sponsor the Middleton 
Outreach Ministry (MOM). 
Founded in 1469 by the 
first guru, Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji, Sikhism started 
out as a spiritualistic 
religion focused on societal 
enlightenment. Sikhism 
attracted many followers 
due to its abolition of the 
Hindu caste system, simple 
and honest lifestyle, and 
gender equality. In Sikhism, 
the word ‘Guru’ means 
teacher and the word ‘Sikh’ 
[si-ck] , means student (not 
contagious! ;)). 
   There are 10 Sikh Gurus, 
who all shaped my faith 

By Ameya Sanyal
   Join the class of 2019 
at this year’s Mid-Winter 
Formal, “The Enchant-
ed Forest”! If you’ve got 
some mad dance skills that 
you’re dying to show off, 
this event is for you. Even 
if you don’t, please feel free 
to come with a group of 
friends to enjoy the music 
and the upbeat atmosphere. 
   The dance will be hosted 
by the class of 2019 officers 
(President Joanne Martinez, 
Vice President Riva Shres-
tha, Secretary Ruchi Shah 
and Treasurer Garrett Ken-
nedy). To prevent conflicts 
with basketball, the event 
will be held on January 
7th (the Saturday follow-

ing Winter Break) from 
8:30PM-11:30PM. Tickets 
will be sold for $5 during 
lunch on December 19th, 
20th and 21st and January 
4th, 5th and 6th. 
   Although the class of-
ficers want to keep an 
element of surprise for the 
event, they shared some of 
their ideas for the decora-
tions. Lanterns, logs, trees 
and fairy lights will be used 
to transform the cafeteria 
and main gym space into a 
secret grove. Additionally, 
photo booths will be avail-
able, so dress to impress so 
that some great memories 
can be captured! If you’re 
interested in helping set-
up, please contact the class 

officers. 
   While the class of 2019 
officers have some ideas 
for the music selection, a 
DJ will be mixing together 
a combination of Top 40 
songs and pop classics. 
Stay tuned!
   All-in-all, it looks like 
the the Mid-Winter Dance 
is going to be a fun-filled 
event. If you’d like more 
information, make sure 
to check out the beautiful 
posters and vibrant cafete-
ria mural. Also, we’re all 
waiting to see the adorable 
ways people ask each other 
to the dance, so get on it! 
Buy your tickets, and be 
sure to get ready to have an 
enchanted time.

into what it is today. People 
often think my faith is  a 
“mixture” of Hinduism and 
Islam, however Sikhism 
is its own unique religion. 
From the first line in the 
Sikh holy book, we follow 
the belief of “ek onkar” 
meaning, one God. We 
follow the three pillars, 
which are Naam Japna, 
Kirat Karna, and Vand Ke 
Shakna. 
Continued onto page 4 3



Avid/Tops Star of the Month: 
Saba Saddiq
   We can think of no one more de-
serving to be the AVID/TOPS Star 
of themonth than Saba Saddiq. Saba  
began her 2016-17 school year with a 
newpositive mindset. Throughout her 
ninth grade year she struggled tofind 
success in her academic classes and 
in AVID.Saba has made the radical 
shift that few students seem to be able 
todo. She made personal sacrifices to 
make school a priority. Her firstquar-
ter gpa was over a 3.5 which is a dra-
matic increase 
from herfresh-
man year.
   We see Saba 
as a quiet yet 
influential leader 
in our class. Re-
cently, she was 
selected to rep-
resent our AVID 
class at our 
feeder-pattern 
AVID student 
panel and spoke 
eloquently about 
her experiences 
in the

program. She often volunteers to 
present during tutorials and takes an 
active role in supporting other stu-
dents as they present. We see Saba 
as an up and coming leader both in 
AVID and in our school. We are so 
proud of her accomplishments and are 
excited to see her growth in the years 
to come.

Continued from page 3 
Respectively, these mean prayer, hon-
est work, and sharing wealth. Sikhism 
is very prominent religion in society; 
today it is the fifth largest religion in 
the world and third largest monotheis-
tic religion.
   The food drive began with a class 
of only eight students 12 years ago; 
today, the academy has expanded to 
teach around fifty students with the 
help of ten wonderful parent volun-
teers. Some of the participants attend 
Memorial: Himmith Grewal (fresh-
man), Gurleen Hundal (freshman), 
Aman Chahal (sophomore), Jaskiran 
Sandhu (sophomore), Harsukhmanpal 
Hundal (sophomore), Tejvir Mann 
(junior), Simran Sandhu (junior), and 
Guramritpal (Paul) Hundal (senior).  
The Sikh Academy sponsors this food 
drive as a celebration of Guru Nanak 
Dev Ji’s birthday in November. Since 
Christmas is a time for Americans to 

gather and celebrate what they are 
thankful for, we believe everyone, 
regardless of faith tradition, race, 
income or status, should be given the 
opportunity to do so. In 2006, a local 
Sikh leader named Charanjeet Kaur, 
proposed that the Sikh Academy 
sponsor MOM, hoping that the impact 
of the Sikh Society’s donation would 
further reverberate by helping a local 
community. 
   In this way, more people can enjoy 
a Thanksgiving meal and sane holi-
day season without worrying about 
if there is enough to eat. The Sikh 
Academy of Madison is committed 
to serving the underprivileged and 
breaking down barriers to systematic 
oppression through education and 
love. Sikhs believe in  “Chardi Kala”, 
meaning, “keep your spirits high” in 
all the times. 
   While it may seem like this article 
was written simply to recognize the 

work we did last month, my true in-
tention was to promote awareness.  
  With an environment full of mis-
communication, lack of understand-
ing and strong emotions after this 
year’s election, it is easy to be afraid. 
After 9/11, Sikhs became targets of 
hate crimes as many people confused 
Muslims with Sikhs due to their simi-
lar headwear. Sikhs chose to stand up 
against such fear by holding seminars, 
helping the community and writ-
ing in newspapers in efforts to clear 
their fellow Americans’ minds of 
ignorance. With adequate exposure, 
we can strengthen the relationships 
with our fellow neighbors to create a 
brighter future where we’ll ask who 
people are instead of what they are.
Have a safe and well-rested holiday 
Spartans!

Spartan Scoreboard
Memorial Mathmeet
Varsity - 1st place: Madison West 
Team 1 with 251 points, 2nd place: 
JMM Team 1 with 231 points, 3rd 
place: Middleton Team 1 with 167 
points
Individual finishers from JMM: 
1st place with 30 points: Chris Xu.  
2nd place with 28 points: Peter Yang 
and Ani Srinivasan.  3rd place with 
25 points: Leo Ma, Megan Li, and 
Albert Men.  4th place with 23 points: 
Michael Yao and Sanjana Kumar.  5th 
place with 22 points: Zion Hefty.
Junior Varsity - 1st place: JMM 
Team 1 with 201 points, 2nd place: 
Hamilton Team 1 with 200 points, 3rd 
place: JMM Team 2 with 188 points
Individual finishers from JMM: 
2nd place with 28 points: Anthony 
Cui, Sam Xu, and Jessica Jiang.  3rd 
place with 27 points: Melissa Tan.  
4th place with 25 points: Nathaniel 
Jester.  5th place with 23 points: Ma-
lia Bissen and Ann Kerr

Summit Union ProjectTeamMoney
Finalists: Hadley Nellis and Odoi 
Lassey
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Come Write for Sword and Shield!
Do you want to see your name in print next issue? All you have to do is write an article, around 300 words, and submit 
it to Editor-in-Chief Isabella Wu at iswu@madison.k12.wi.us. Your article can be about events at Memorial, tips for 
fellow students on studying, the meaning of the holidays, any news stories going on in the world, or what’s going on 
with your sport team. Meetings are also held every Monday at lunch in room 521. We welcome your submissions! 

By Devika Kamath and 
Beatričė Naujalytė
   With over 200 members, 
Spartan Youth Service is 
Memorial’s largest volun-
teer club! Our goal this year 
is to reach 4500 total volun-
teer hours, a big jump from 
last year’s 3800. Anyone 
can join at any time - just 
stop by the Fishbowl after 
school on Wednesdays to 
sign up. You’ll choose one 
of our six uniquely awe-
some committees. Each one 
focuses on a specific area of 
need in the community.    
   Every week you will meet 
with your committee to 
organize events and plan 
fundraisers. 
If you’re not 
convinced 
yet, SYS 
has more 
events than 
you could 
ever attend. 
Every week, 
we have a 
window full 
of sign-up 
sheets. Bring 
a friend, 
and you can 
volunteer together. This 
upcoming month we have 
many holiday-themed 
events including: a Christ-
mas party at the Lussier 
Center, gift wrapping for 
Santas Without Chimneys, 
and bell ringing at Copp’s.   
   In November, our animal 

committee, Paws Fur a 
Cause, focused on a local 
animal sanctuary called 
Shelter From the Storm. 
They raised $78.13 by 
selling puppy chow and 
filled two shopping carts 
with donations at their Jam 
the Van events. This month, 
Youth4Youth will be selling 
hot chocolate and baked 
goods for Canopy Center 
- a child abuse treatment 
and prevention center. Stop 
by the A-wing foyer to 
buy some! Follow us on 
Instagram @jmm.sys and 
on facebook @JMM SYS 
for more information and 
updates.

Want to Join Spartan 
Youth Service?

Experiences 
on Black 
Friday
By Garrett Kennedy
   Everyone knows Black 
Friday is the best day of the 
year to get huge deals on all 
the big purchases you want 
to make. But in recent years 
it seems that Black Friday 
has been stretched further 
and further into the Thurs-
day before Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday after 
that weekend. This com-
bination has been leaving 
stores emptier on the actual 
holiday of Black Friday 
than they are perceived to 
be. 
   When I went shopping at 
West Towne Mall on Black 
Friday this year to buy a 
couple things, it was kind 
of a letdown. There were 
no people punching and 
shoving to grab the biggest 
TV or giant lines waiting 
outside stores. The whole 
vibe of Black Friday being 
a crazy rush to get the best 
deals wasn’t something that 
was going on there. The 
only sign that it was Black 
Friday was that the line at 
Best Buy was really long, 
there were a lot of sales 
going on, and the hallways 
in the mall were more 
crowded than usual. It was 
nice being able to get good 
deals without dealing with 
the rush, but personally I 
would have preferred to get 
swept up in the madness a 

little bit.
   More people seem to be 
shopping online than in 
stores. According to quick-
books.intuit.com “Cyber 
Monday was the heaviest 
and most lucrative day for 
online spending, with desk-
top purchases totaling more 
than $2 billion, an increase 
of more than 8% from 
2013... fueled by a nearly 
100% spike in smartphone 
transactions over last year 
and over $70 million in 
transactions through social 
media sites.” Cyber Mon-
day has been growing in 
prominence in the last few 
years, not helping small 
businesses who only have 
retail locations and don’t 
have websites for purchas-
ing items. 
   Some people might be 
thinking that Small Busi-
ness Saturday would help 
these small businesses. 
This is a holiday that was 
introduced by American 
Express, a credit card that 
isn’t even accepted by 
many small retailers who 
aren’t able to pay the high 
tax that American Express 
takes from the business on 
all their sales. So really this 
new holiday isn’t much of a 
help for local businesses. 
   After my trip to the mall, 
I myself worked on Black 
Friday at the Seafood 
Center (a small seafood 
business in Madison) . 
Fridays are usually a super 
busy day for us (Friday fish 
fry is a local tradition), but 
this Friday we had barely 

Continued onto  page 6
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Continued from page 5
20 customers. We can’t 
really capitalize on many of 
the big sales that go on on-
line because we don’t sell 
fresh fish online. The holi-
days do really turn around 
our sales with people 
purchasing huge amounts 
of shellfish and seafood for 
family dinners, but Black 
Friday itself really doesn’t 
generate much buzz at 
smaller local businesses 
like ours.



SPORTS

By Simran Sandhu
   With two wins and two 
losses under their belts, 
the boys are well into 
their season, preparing 
for hockey games against 
Middleton, Verona and 
West. Coach Spencer says, 
“This is the first year ever 
for Junior Varsity hockey 
at Memorial. There are 33 
players with the program,
 

12 freshmen, 6 
sophomores, 10 juniors, 
and 5 seniors.  Captains 
are Nick Statz and 
Ryan Kenny.  Returning 
players who are seniors 
will be leaders, TJ 
Greene, Phil McCarthy, 
Colin Supple and Ryan 
Kenny. The Big 8 
conference will be very 
competitive this season, 
with no clear cut favorite 
to win the conference.  
We believe we will be 
competitive with every 
team that we play this 
season, getting stronger 
as the season goes along.” 
With back to back games, 
the boys’ preparation 
relies on their teamwork, 
repetition and perseverance.
   What is new this year 
is that some of the figure 
skaters will be performing 
before the games, like 
Poms does for other games. 
This is the first time that 
this kind of performance 
for the hockey games has 

happened, and the group 
is all Memorial students: 
Connie Yu (freshman), 
Hannah Li (freshman), 
Maisie Peters (sophomore) 
Caitlyn Baures (junior), 
Catherine Li (junior), 
Naomi Wong (junior) and 
Jessica Wolenec (senior). 
Naomi Wong says, “The 
beauty of this group is 
that everyone is a Spartan 
because many skaters 
usually quit when they 
hit high school because 
there’s nothing to do with 
skating in high school. This 
opportunity is awesome 
in that the figure skaters 
get to interact with each 

other in high school and 
continue to do what they 
love.” Their performance 
consists of jumps, spins, 
as seen in the Olympics, 
some syncro (everyone 
moves in sync) moves 
and dance moves. One of 
the biggest challenges for 
these ladies is performing 
without creating holes on 
the ice before the game. 
The skaters and boys 
hockey team are bound to 
do amazing in both their 
performances and games.
   The boys will be facing 
West on December 20th. 
Come support your fellow 
Spartans!

Boy’s Hockey Kicks 
Off Their Season with 
Spartan Figure Skaters

Hockey Prep Profile: 
Nick Statz
Q: How long have you been playing hockey?
A: I have been playing hockey since I was 5 years old and 
started to skate when I was around 2 or 3.
Q: Favorite team bonding activities you are looking 
forward to?
A: I think this year everyone on the team is looking 
forward to our first team sleepover where we can really 
bond.

Q: What are you most looking forward to this season?
A: Every game we play is a big game, but personally, I am 
really excited to play Middleton. I think this season the 
whole team is just excited to work hard and get better.
Q: Who are the team captains this year?
A: As of right now, the team captains are myself and Ryan 
Kenny.
Q: How is the team chemistry?
A: The team chemistry this year is off the charts.
Q: Favorite class or teacher?
A: My favorite teacher is Coach Spencer, of course.
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Q: Something fun you are 
doing over the holidays?
A: Over the holidays, I’m 
excited for the hockey 
team’s annual tournament, 
the Culver Cup.



Spartans Give Back
  Spartans Give Back is a charity dual meet the Memorial 
Boys and McFarland Boys swim teams compete in every 
year to raise money for a charity of their choice. This 
year, as hosts, we have chosen to focus on Mental Health 
Awareness through NAMI in this year’s Spartans Give 
Back meet to honor a local swimmer and friend, Zack, 
who passed away earlier this year. The meet will be on 
Tuesday, December 20th, at 5:30PM at JMM. As part of 
this year’s event, I ask that you all join me this upcoming 
month, from December 1-20, to do 20 days of random 
acts of kindness for the people around you; as Zack would 
have been 20 this year. One never knows if a friend or 
stranger is in need of a pick-me-up or helping hand. Post 
your acts on social media with the hashtag #SpartansGive-
Back or #SGB2016, even if you aren’t a Spartan, to share 
the love and support you have for your community and 
to raise awareness for mental illness. You can also follow 
the Spartans Give Back twitter page at @JMMDoGood-
BeKind for more news about this event. 
We will be also selling t-shirts from December 5th to 
December 16th in the A-Wing foyer at Memorial for $10, 
with $3 of every purchase going towards NAMI. Chick-
fil-A at West Towne has also agreed to donate 15% of all 
receipts from 5PM to 9PM on December 19 towards our 
cause, with other restaurants in the area potentially pitch-
ing in too (details coming), so please consider going there 
to help support our cause. We also have a SurveyMonkey 
page that goes directly to our NAMI representative to 

whom you can donate 
directly with this link: 
www.surveymonkey.
com/r/SpartanX2K-
29JC. And finally, I 
would also ask that 
you consider going to 
the meet on December 
20th where we will 
have a silent auction 
and other fun events 
to raise money, along 
with an entertaining 
swim meet. You don’t 
have to do everything, 
but these are all differ-
ent ways you can help.
  Our goal is to raise 
awareness for a condi-
tion often stigmatized 
and lost in the shadows 
of society today. This is an issue especially among the 
younger population: 1 in 5 people in the US will suffer 
a mental health condition, with 75% of such conditions 
beginning before the age of 24. We hope that in choosing 
to support NAMI and in remembrance of Zack, we can all 
get one step closer to getting those suffering the help they 
need as soon as possible. Thank you all so much for your 
support. --David Chen 
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12	Days	of	Christmas
December	10th – 23rd 2016

Only	Valid	at	Chick-fil-A	West	Towne
430	S	Gammon	Rd	Madison,	WI	(608)	833-4344

One	item	per	person,	per	visit.	Not	valid	with	any	other	offer.	Must	be	present	to	redeem.	Offer	valid	while	supplies	last	

Day	#1	
Sat.	Dec	10th

9-10:30am	
Breakfast	with	Santa
Kids	12	and	under	will	
receive	a	FREE	Breakfast	

Day	#2
Mon.	Dec.	12th

2-4pm
FREE	Chocolate	Chunk	

cookie

Day	#3
Tues.	Dec.	13th

4-7pm	
Kids	12	and	under	will	

receive	a	FREE	4	count	mini	
kids	meal

Day	#4
Wed.	Dec.	14th

6:30-10:30am	
Free	Breakfast	item	thru	

Drive-thru	only

Day	#5	
Thurs.	Dec.	15th

2-5pm	
Wear	your	holiday	sweater	
and	get	a	FREE	Chicken	

Sandwich

Day	#6	
Fri.	Dec.	16th

6:30-10:30am	
Free	Small	Hot	Coffee	

Day	#7	
Sat.	Dec.	17th

9-10:30am	
Come	hang	out	with	Santa	
Cow.	At	10am		Santa	Cow	
will	read	a	Christmas	story	

Day	#8	
Mon.	Dec.	19th

6:30-10:30am	
Wear	your	PJ’s	and	get	a	
FREE	Breakfast	item	

Day	#9	
Tues.	Dec.	20th

4-8pm	
Free	Small	Peppermint	

Chocolate	Chip	Milkshake

Day	#10	
Wed.	Dec.	21th

6:30-10:30am	
Free	Breakfast	item	thru	

Drive-thru	only

Day	#11	
Thurs.	Dec.	22nd

2-5pm
Join	us	for	our	Holiday	

Party!	Play	plinko and	enter		
a	cow	calendar	raffle	

Day	#12	
Fri.	Dec.	23rd

Drawing	for	Clasen’s
Gingerbread	house	Kit	

Enter	to	win	Dec.	10	-22	at	
Chick-fil-A	West	Towne	
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

   I’m back! Yes, I meant it 
when I said this was going 
to be a series. If this is your 
first time here, let me catch 
you up to speed. This is a 
column where I pick my 
favorite sketches from all 
of the Saturday Night Live 
episodes that aired that 
month.
   This month, because of 
Thanksgiving, we only had 
three episodes rather than 
the usual four. The writers, 
actors, and producers of 
SNL got to spend some 
time relaxing with their 
families, and Donald Trump 
got a break from the never-
ending roasting (although 
the newest episode with 
Emma Stone, which I have 
yet to see, seems to pick 
that back up).
   Without further ado, 
my top picks for the best 
sketches of the month
    WHY IS BENEDICT 
CUMBERBATCH HOT?
This sketch redeemed an 
episode that got so dull 
during the second half 
it was painful to watch. 
Whichever side of this 
controversial debate you’re 
on (I’m talking about the 
Benedict Cumberbatch 
one, not the election), this 
was a thoroughly funny 
sketch. Beck Bennett seeks 
an answer to the question 
that has been plaguing 
him for much of his life 
by organizing a new game 
show, “Why is Benedict 
Cumberbatch Hot?”. He 
invites a few of his fellow 
cast members - who step 
out of the box and play 
themselves for a change - 
and Benedict Cumberbatch 
himself. He starts with 

Vanessa Bayer, who breaks 
down into a blubbering 
mess. “Okay, well, um, it’s 
not like his face, per se, 
um, I mean, it is, but it’s 
like, okay, it’s more like…” 
Aidy Bryant asks, “Does 
my answer have to be in 
English?”. Finally, Benedict 
Cumberbatch is the last one 
left, and he is as curious as 
Bennett is. “Some people 
say that I look a bit like 

a hammerhead shark.” 
The question remains 
unanswered for now...
   ELECTION NIGHT
A couple of friends gather 
to watch the election in 
what resembles many 
Madisonian 
households on 
November 8th, 
2016. “Guys, we’re 
about to have 
our first woman 
president. Like, 
this is gonna be 
a historic night,” 
quickly turns into 
“What is happening?”. 
Chris Rock makes a guest 
appearance, joining Dave 
Chapelle to poke fun at 

November SNL Recap
By Beatričė Naujalytė

Gotta Catch 
em’ All in 
Pokémon 
Sun and 
Pokemon 
Moon! By Michael Rehani 
   On November 18, the 
newest Pokémon games 
Pokémon Sun and Pokémon 
Moon were released. The 
games are the start of the 
7th generation of Pokémon 
games and can be played 
exclusively on the Nintendo 
3DS. Sun and Moon both 
take place in the Alola 
region, a tropical fantasy. 
Each game has a specific 
region where it takes place. 
This is a change from the 
previous games, which took 
place in Kalos. Gamefreak, 
the production company 
of the Pokemon games, 
took many risks when they 
decided to change so much 
of the classic gameplay. Do 
these changes merit the high 
retail price of $39.99? Let's 
find out. 
In both  Pokémon Sun 
and Pokémon Moon, you 
capture and train Pokémon. 
There are a vast variety 
of different Pokemon that 
are able to learn a wide 
variety of moves to use 
in battle. These Pokémon 
vary in strength and ability. 
In each region, there is a 
Pokémon league where you 
Continues on Page 11

their distraught friends. 
Among them is Cecily 
Strong, whose eyes widen 
as she realizes, “Oh my 

God, I think 
America… 
is racist.” 
Chapelle 
and Rock 
gasp and 
look at each 
other. When 
the election 
results are 
officially 
announced, 
Rock comforts them “Now 
come on guys, get some 
rest. You got a big day of 
moping and writing on 
Facebook tomorrow.” 
   TARGET 
COMMERCIAL
If you have some feelings 
and thoughts you need to 
sort through following this 
stressful election, you can 
find unexpected refuge at 
your local Target. Each 
location features spacious 
parking lots that you can 
“just come sit in for a sec”. 
If facing your relatives 
this holiday season makes 
you want to drive off a 
cliff, drive instead to the 
comforting supermarket. 
You can “plop down by 
our bras and add random 
numbers in your calculator, 
or go to our toy section and 
just lay down back there.” 
  Do you agree with my 
picks for this month? 
What were your favorites? 

E-mail me at bnaujalyte@
madison.k12.wi.us or 
Facebook message me if 
you’d like your comments 
of December’s sketches to 
be included in next month’s 
issue.



Inside 
Disney’s 
Moana
By Lily Lowndes
     Disney keeps 
rolling out hit after 
hit! In their newest 
animated flick, we 
follow the story 
of a steadfast, 
courageous, Polynesian 
girl named Moana. Her 
greatest dream? To go out 
on the open sea, and be 
surrounded by the vast, blue 
ocean. She has always felt 
a supernatural pull towards 
the waves, something 
beyond her understanding. 
The only thing stopping 
her from chasing her true 
desire? Her father. Even 
(contd) though she feels 
this great connection to the 
sea, her father, the chief 
of his people, insists that 
everything they need can 
be found on the island. 
There is no need to venture 
anywhere else, and besides, 
their people need constant 
support and guidance. 
Begrudgingly, she submits, 
and grows up training to 
be her father’s successor. 

Moana however, hasn’t 
forgotten where her heart 
is, and still tries to sneak 
out to the ocean’s tides. 
Her whole world is rocked, 
as mythical tales become 
reality, and she (along with 
demi-god Māui) go on a 
quest to restore the heart of 
Te Fiti, the living mother 
island. Disney has strayed 
from their formula for a 
typical princess movie, and 
instead has allowed our 
heroine to save the day, and 
take the reins of her own 
life.
     Newcomer Auli’i 
Cravalho does a fantastic 
job embodying the free 
spirit of Moana, really 
bringing the character to 
life, and Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson makes a 
hilarious turn as Māui- he 

CTM’s A 
Christmas 
Carol 
By Aly Rader
     For the last fifty 
years Children’s Theatre 
of Madison has been 
entertaining, engaging, 
and teaching theatre. One 
of CTM’s oldest traditions 
is putting on a stage 
production of A Christmas 
Carol by Charles Dickens, 
adapted by Colleen 
Madden*, every winter. 
Like the book, the show 
centers around Ebenezer 
Scrooge (played by David 
Daniel*) - a cold hearted, 

gold hogging, sour old 
business man with no room 
in his heart for hungry 
orphans, his financially 
struggling desk clerk or his 
last living family. Seven 
years after the death of 
Scrooge’s business partner, 
Jacob Marley, the ghost 
of Marley comes back to 
warn Scrooge on the night 
of Christmas Eve that if he 
does not change his selfish 
ways he is doomed to an 
afterlife of misery. He is 
haunted by three ghosts that 
same evening and he must 
learn from each of them if 
he is to avoid an eternity of 
torture. Through the night, 
each ghost takes Ebenezer 
to visit a different period 
in his lifetime or the lives 
of people in Scrooge’s life 
such as his dirt poor desk 
clerk, and his nephew. Then 
he journeys to his not so 
distant future to witness 
what will be should he 
never change his selfish 
ways.  
    A Christmas Carol is 
directed by Jim Ridge*, 
and the show will leave 
you overwhelmed with 
the joy and wonder of 

can compete against other trainers to become the league 
champion. 
For a Nintendo 3DS game, the graphics in Sun and 
Moon are average, but they are still an improvement 
over the previous generations. Graphics have never been 
Nintendo’s strong suit, so I wasn’t expecting too much 
from Sun and Moon. Because of this, I wasn’t very 
disappointed when I saw what the games looked like. 
Even though the visuals are average, the new Pokemon 
that have been introduced in this game make up for the 
mediocre graphics. In Sun and Moon, there are 97 new  
Pokémon, including 18 Alolan Pokémon. These are 
redesigned Pokémon from previous generations with new 
looks and new moves,and they look great. The Pokemons’ 
designs are creative, their backstories are interesting, and 
they have a lot of potential. I enjoyed the new Pokémon 
almost as much as I enjoyed the gameplay.
The gameplay for Sun and Moon is just incredible. 
Whether you have never played a Pokémon game before, 
or you're a long-term fan, this game has something for 
you. Long-terms fans will enjoy the increased difficulty 
compared to previous games, while new players will 
enjoy the creative ways helpful hints implemented by 
Gamefreak throughout the game. Even if you finish the 

story, you can still connect to the internet and engage 
in international battles, providing even more hours of 
entertainment 
While the gameplay is great, the same can’t be said for 
the story: you have moved to a new town and are greeted 
by the Pokémon professor, the person who knows the 
most about Pokémon. You make new friends and rivals 
and begin on your quest to be the best one out there. 
Along the way, you encounter a criminal organization 
which you will need to defeat. This story was great the 
first time Gamefreak used it back 1996 when the original 
games were released, but it is 2016, and Gamefreak is still 
recycling the same old story, changing only a few minor 
details of it in order to seem different. I was disappointed 
by the lack of originality and effort of the story.
 Pokémon Sun and Pokémon Moon are overall a 
success. While the story lacks in originality somewhat, 
the gameplay more than makes up for it. Both games 
surpassed my expectations, and are worth the extra sticker 
price.The best part about this game is that there are so 
many secrets to be discovered. No matter how much you 
think you know, there are always secrets to be found. I 
give the new games 4 out of 5 stars and would definitely 
recommend it to anyone looking for a challenge. 

Pokemon Continued...

even sings his own song! 
Every tune will have 
you     humming along 
to its catchy rhythm, and 
Hamilton fans will be able 
to pick out the influences 
of Lin-Manuel Miranda, 
one of the key songwriters 
with the film. Filled with 
beautiful ocean scenes, 
amazing folklore, and 
songs that are sure to be 
stuck in your head, Moana 
is a surefire smash for 
audiences everywhere.

continued on page 12
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Horoscopes 
By Sam Bartkowiak

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19)Your hopes may be 
magnified now, and anything seems possible - 
even your biggest dreams. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) You are humble 
but realistic.If you don't know all there is to 
know about a chance that will come to you 
soon you will say so.

Gemini (May 21 - June 21) Helping out a 
friend or family member might seem to be 
kind and helpful, but right now there could 
be a double-edged effect to it.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) Instead of taking 
the defensive and arguing or lashing back in an 
argument, try to react with kindness, insight, 
and understanding.

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22)You may be feeling 
pretty insecure about a decision you need to 
make. Reach out to trusted friends or mentors, 
because they can help you to see the situation 

more clearly.
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22)You will face an unex-
pectated challenge, so keep a positive attitude!

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)You also need 
to take action -a goal of yours is on the horizon 
so keep believing.
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)  You have big plans 
but you need someone to encourage and moti-

vate you, call on a friend who recognizes how wonderful 
you are.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)Someone may be 
labeling you or judging you based on witnessed 
behavior that was out of character for you, so 
watch out!

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)You may 
soon find yourself in a dangerous situation.Don't 
worry - you have the expertise and the intuition to 
get it right.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Explore a yearning you have 
had for a long time, and once you recognize its signifi-
cance you can start creating a plan to have it.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) You have been very 
focused and you haven't had time to indulge in 
your craziness. That chance is coming soon, so 
take care of old business and prepare yourself 
for a imaginative period.

Movie Reviews
By Dane Peplinski
Birth of a Nation 
A powerful movie.
--8 out of 10 stars

Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children 
 A beautifully done movie 
that has its changes from 
the book but still delivers.
--8.6 out of 10 stars

Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them
a well done prequel that 
keeps you hungry for more.
--8.2 out of 10 stars

The Edge of Seventeen
A movie I could very much 
relate to from when I was 
17 and you probably will 
too.
--8.7 out of 10 stars

Moonlight 
A very important film 
everyone needs to see that 
will make people under-
stand lives of gay men and 
black men. 
--9 out of 10 stars

Christmas. It is a delightful 
and enjoyable event for 
all ages and a wonderful 
family tradition. Travel 
back to snowy Victorian 
England with the magic of 
Christmas in the mystical 
Capitol Theatre at the 
Overture Center for the Arts 
running from December 
10th through the 23rd. 
* - Denotes members of 
Actors' Equity Association, 
the Union of Professional 
Actors and Stage Managers

CTM’s Xmas Carol Con-
tinued...



Basketball Prep 
Profile: Chase    
Danielson
Q: Going into the season, 
did you have any personal 
goals you wanted to 
accomplish or team goals 
in general? 
A: I wanted to keep the 
conference streak alive for 
sure, as well as to make a 
run at the state title.
Q: How many conference 
games are on your 
schedule for the month of 
December?
A: Throughout December, 
we play 7 conference games.
Q:Which game do you 
believe is the biggest game 
on your season schedule? 
A: Middleton and Sun 
Prairie are always fun teams 
to play.
Q:Are there any players on 
the roster who are looking 
to play baskeball beyond 
their highschool years?  
A: We have a couple guys 
on the team this year 

hoping to extend their 
basketball careers.  Chris 
is going to Dartmouth and 
Matt is talking to a couple 
of schools as of now. Jake 
will play football for UW 
next year, and Billy has 
potential to play baseball 
somewhere in the midwest.
Q: Are there any young 
players we should keep 
an eye on as they develop 
and continue to play high 
school ball? 
A: Keep an eye out for my 
guy Cade Ellingson, who 
has low key whips.

Artist of the 
Month
By Sanjana Kumar  
Name: Freddie Lopez Daniel

Grade: 12
What art classes have you 
taken at Memorial? 
I've taken Drawing 1,2 & 3, 
Art Experiences, Graphic 
Design, Ceramics 1, 
Painting 1, and I'm planning 
on taking Ceramics 2 & 3.
How long have you been 
creating art?
I've been creating art since 
preschool, when I would 
love to get coloring books. 
Why do you create art?
I create art to say things 
about my community and 
my past, and as a method of 
self expression.
What is your favorite 
medium to work with?
I really like traditional art, 
so like clay or any types or 
paint. 
What has been your 
favorite piece of art that 
you’ve made?
I made this sculpture at a 
summer program in San 
Francisco based on found 
materials 
Where do you find your 
inspiration?
I find inspiration from 
music, social issues and my 
art teachers.
Who is your favorite 
artist?
I really like Wayne 
Thiebaud and his landscape 
paintings.

Do you have any words of 
advice to artists?
For advice I’d say don't be 
afraid to fail or explore your 
personal style. 

What is one type 
of art you’d like 
to learn in the 
future?
I'd always wanted 
to learn video art 
and photography. 
Do you plan 
on continuing 
art after high 
school?
Yes, I'm hoping to 
get into the San Francisco 
Art Institute to pursue art 
education

13



By Evanka Annyapu 
   Covering every big-
story headline for major 
newspapers, the presidential 
election night of 2016 was 
nothing short of causing a 
scene. The political pundits, 
the media, almost everyone 
had Hillary winning. But 
as the electoral votes for 
Donald Trump climbed, 
the race tightened. Trump 
first took Florida. Then 
North Carolina. Then 
Pennsylvania, Michigan, 
and Wisconsin. At 3:00 
AM on November 9th, 
after the media predicted 
a win for Hillary the day 
before, Trump clinched his 
win, leaving a majority of 
Americans, including the 
media, in shock. 
   The biggest turnaround 
for the election this year 
points to voter turnout. The 
voter turnout since the 2012 
election fell approximately 
57% (of eligible voters), 
according to fivethirtyeight.
com. Even though Hillary 
Clinton made a strong 
effort to reach out to votes 
in key swing states and 
minority groups, she lost 
the majority of votes from 

the eligible white men 
without college degrees. 
In fact, as the CBS News 
had reported, Donald 
Trump had won 72% 
of their votes, Clinton 
with 23%. Expressing a 
populist message on trade 
and immigration, Trump 
was quite successful with 
winning their votes.      
    Going back 
to swing states, major 
counties like Milwaukee 
Country, were places where 
Hillary Clinton won only 
by a few hundred thousand. 
With counties turning 
out the way Milwaukee 
country did, a state like 
Wisconsin which usually 
is Democratic turns out 
Republican. Hillary Clinton 
also held a stronghold 
in counties that had key 
universities and majority 
of educated people.  For 
Clinton, however, those 
votes weren’t enough to be 
able to win this election.
   Because the presidential 
elections are heavily based 
upon the electoral 

NEWS
2016 Presidential Election college, the voter turnout 

plays a vital role. Even 
though Hillary Clinton 
won the popular vote with 
48% and Trump 46.6% 
(according to CNN), the 
electoral college determines 
the winner of the race. By 
targeting specific groups 
of people, both candidates 
showed strength in their 
campaigns. As President-
elect Donald Trump takes 
office, our nation must look 
to the cabinet members he 
selects and what will occur 
in the first 100 days. 

NEWS ON ISIS
By Cedric Blackmore
   In recent months, the 
intense election coverage 
has dominated both U.S. 
and world news. Because 
of this, some other issues 
that were previously under 
the media scope have been 
left on the back burner. One 
such issue is the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria, and 
the Islamic State In Libya, 
ISIS and ISIL respectively. 
In the past months, some 
significant advancements in 
the struggles against both 
groups have been made.
   Starting with ISIS, an 
announcement was made 
by the United States 
military was made that 
50,000 islamic state 
militants have been killed 
in operations and air or 
drone strikes. Iraq has been 
assisting the United States 
by carrying out airstrikes 
in addition to U.S. efforts. 
The location of their leader 
Abu Bakr al Baghdadi 
was pinpointed and an 
operation was planned, 
but classified information 
was disclosed to the media 
and the operation had to be 
nixed. The Israeli military, 
so far having remained 
out of the fight, has begun 
to kill militants that are 
encroaching on their 
borders. Netanyahu stated 
that he is “ready to protect 
his northern border”. Israel 

has also carried out air 
strikes against Hezbollah, 
enemies of the israeli state 
and suspected allies to the 
Islamic State. The Syrian 
city of Aleppo; a three-
way battleground between 
the SAA (syrian rebels), 
the Iran- and Russia-
sponsored Syrian regime, 
and Islamic State forces; 
was taken completely by 
the Assad-led regime, 
showing a major loss for 
the humanitarian efforts 
to support the rebels, but 
also a loss for the Islamic 
State in that region. In 
Iraq, the Islamic State 
stronghold in Mosul has 
been under heavy pressure 
from Iraqi and U.S. military 
operations. A combination 
of airstrikes and ground 
pressure has led to the 
liberation of ⅓ of the area, 
with more being taken 
back each day. 30,000 
residents have escaped 
the violence, with over a 
million remaining trapped 
in the city. The Iraqi army 
has reported over 50 
possible uses of mustard 
gas and chlorine gas, so 
the potential of the Islamic 
State having and using 
chemical weapons is high.
   In Libya, major military 
gains have been made 
against the militant 
terrorism that has been 
plaguing the area. The 
city of Surt, long a base of 
military operations for the 
Islamic State in Libya, has 
recently been retaken by 
the state of Libya with U.S. 
aid. The Libyan president 
asked for aid and allowed 
U.S. air and drone presence 
in the country, enabling the 
destruction of many bases 
and the assassinations of 
many important leaders. In 
addition, the neighbouring 
country of Tunisia, 
previously neutral in the 
conflict, has allowed the 
U.S. to establish air bases 
in their country to aid the 
liberation effort. The fragile 
political and economic state 
of Libya gives few hope 14
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News on ISIS continued...

WAR ON 
DRUGS, 
PROS AND 
CONS
By Amit Rajesh
   Forty-five years ago, 
Richard Nixon declared 
illicit drugs as “America’s 
public enemy number 
one” and promised to 
wage all-out war against 
them, starting what is 
now called the War on 
Drugs. Since then, the 
law enforcement has been 
cracking down on anyone 
using or selling drugs, 
trying to end the flow of 
narcotics to America. To-
day, this war is still going 
on, but now many people 
are calling for it to end, 
citing incredibly high 
costs and little results. 
Meanwhile, the support-
ers of the war claim the 
destructive nature of 
drugs mean they must 
be off the streets. This 
article is not an opinion 
about which side is right; 
this simply explains both 
sides of this issue and 
gives the reader a fac-
tual view on the War on 
Drugs.
People who sympathize 
with the War on Drugs 
believe that cracking 
down on illicit drugs 
usage will make society 

safe, because getting rid 
of drugs will lower crime, 
as drug users are much 
more likely to commit 
crimes than those who are 
not, according to the Na-
tional Institute on Drug 
Abuse. Many gangs and 
criminal organizations 
run on the often huge 
profit of selling drugs, so 
tracking down drug deal-
ers, and stopping the flow 
of drugs, would bring 
many of these organiza-
tions down to the ground. 
And as most of you know, 
illicit drugs are incred-
ibly unhealthy, often 
shortening the life spans 
of users and completely 
destroying the lives of 
addicts. According to War 
on Drugs sympathizers, 
eradicating illicit drugs 
will make our streets 
safer, and help our people 
live healthier and longer 
lives. Money and resourc-
es spent on this cause is 
completely justifiable, 
even if these costs can be 
very high.
   These arguments intu-
itively make sense and 
seem morally right. When 
the War on Drugs was 
first introduced, it had a 
lot of public support. But, 
after more than 40 years 
of fighting, many have 
seen the actual costs on 
this war, as well as how 
little it accomplished, and 
now call for war to end. 

Since Nixon’s initiation 
of the War on Drugs in 
1971, America has spent 
than $1 trillion fighting 
illicit drugs, including 
$38 billion in 2015 alone, 
combining both Federal 
and State spending. Num-
bers this large usually 
are very hard to visual-
ize, so think about it this 
way: $36 billion in one 
year is more than $1,000 
per second. Japan spent 
about $7 billion per year 
on World War 2. Clear-
ly. America is spending 
incredible amounts of 
money on this war, even 
today. And this just cov-
ers monetary costs; the 
War on Drugs has also 
put more than 45 million 
people in prison since 
it began. Drug offend-
ers make up about 20% 
of all Federal and State 
prisoners in this country 
now, a staggeringly high 
percentage. And for all 
these costs, there seem 
to be little results: today, 
America is the number 
1 country in the world 
in illicit drug usage, and 
addiction rates in Ameri-
ca have remained almost 
constant from 1970 to the 
present. So all the money 
and arrests, according to 
War on Drugs opponents, 
basically accomplished 
nothing and was a huge 
waste of both money 
and human capital, and 

ending the war is the best 
way to stop this mess.
   Both sides have their 
pros and cons, and as if 
now, the War on Drugs is 
still going strong. Donald 
Trump, our next Presi-
dent, has a somewhat un-
clear stance on drugs. In 
November 2015, he said 
he opposed legalization, 
but this May he agreed 
with Hillary Clinton and 
said he would support a 
cautious legalization to 
marijuana. However, re-
cently he nominated John 
Kelly for Department of 
Homeland Security sec-
retary, someone with very 
anti-drug views and who 
supports the War on 
Drugs. So will the War on 
Drugs end in the Trump 
administration? No one 
knows. Whether you want 
it to stay or go is up to 
you.
   Tune in next month 
for more war on drugs 
debates. 

for the persistence of success, but military projections 
estimate ISIL numbers in the country to be less than 
1000 militants, and no bombings have occurred in the 
once-besieged city of Tripoli since May of this year. 
European intelligence officials have captured several 
militants planning terrorist operations, and claim that 
efforts on both sides have not changed in scale. U.S. 
intelligence statements claim that the threat is still 
active, but unchanged.
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By Shruti Sathish
     The history of Black 
Friday isn’t as wonderful 
as retailers nowadays make 
the holiday seem. In fact, 
the term “Black Friday” is 
what Philadelphia police in 
the 1950’s used to describe 
the chaos that ensued 
each year after Thanks-
giving day. The Saturday 
after Thanksgiving, 
crowds of tourists 
and shoppers would 
flood the city of 
Philadelphia for the 
annual Army- Navy 
football game. Phila-
delphia cops weren’t 
allowed to take off, 
and it was a big pain 
for them to deal with 
the crowds of crazy 
people. It was actu-
ally quite similar to 
Black Friday today, 
in that store employ-
ees have to control 
mobs of crazy, selfish, and 
greedy shoppers racing 
through the store to clinch 
deals before others can get 
to them.
     The term “Black Fri-
day” developed a whole 
new meaning in the 90’s 
when retailers aimed to 
remove the negative con-
notations behind the term 
and make it more positive. 
They did that with the 
notion that the day after 
Thanksgiving was the day 
that stores in America hit 

their largest profit. Thus the 
“Black Friday” tradition 
that still exists today was 
born.
     Since then, this one day 
sales event has evolved 
into something a whole 
lot larger. In fact, it has 
spawned other retail holi-
days such as “Cyber Mon-
day” and “Small Business 

Saturday/Sunday”, and has 
gradually become more of 
a “Black Thursday” than 
a “Black Friday”. Many 
Americans now spend 
Thanksgiving morning 
looking through papers 
and advertisements so they 
know what to buy later in 
the evening, since stores 
have lately been opening 
up Thursday evening itself! 
Although Black Friday 
is a family tradition for 
most Americans, I believe 
that it has been taking 

away from the spirit of 
Thanksgiving. The whole 
point of Thanksgiving is 
to spend time with family 
and friends, have a good 
meal with good company, 
and reflect on the things we 
are thankful for in life. It 
is a time to develop close 
bonds, create cherishable 
memories, and be happy. 

The mad rush for deals 
that’s associated with Black 
Friday is actually kind of 
embarrassing, and really 
contradicts the Thanksgiv-
ing spirit. People are diving 
into a pit of craziness and 
greediness on the  day that 
is meant to be devoted to 
peace and gratitude.
     Black Friday has al-
ways been an important 
Thanksgiving tradition in 
my family, ever since I was 
old enough to go shop-
ping with my parents for a 

couple hours at once. Now, 
it’s something that I look 
forward to every year dur-
ing Thanksgiving time. The 
huge crowds, deals, and the 
act of shopping late in the 
night is very exciting me. 
However, as the years have 
gone by, I’ve witnessed 
Black Friday morph into 
Black Thursday .

     This year, JC 
Penney opened 
its doors at 3pm 
on Thursday, and 
offered coupons 
to the first couple 
hundred custom-
ers. Practically 
half of customers’ 
Thanksgiving day 
was taken away, 
because various 
other stores in the 
mall also started 
opened early and 
offered incentives 
for being timely. 

Most people shop at more 
than one store, and it’s im-
possible to visit all without 
an early start.
     I value the importance 
and significance of the 
Black Friday tradition, but 
firmly believe that it should 
stick to being a Black Fri-
day, not a Black Thursday. 
Family time and happiness 
are more important than 
savings time and craziness.

Black Friday Should Stay on Friday



The Wild Card 
That is Donald 
Trump
By Ben Har-
rington
     Donald 
Trump was not 
my first choice 
for the Repub-
lican nominee, 
or second, or... 
Well, he was 
only ahead of 
Kasich and Bush 
in my book. 
Nevertheless, 
he miraculously 
won my party’s 
primary. Since 
then, I have 
meticulously 
researched our 
now presi-
dent-elect.
     My takeaway is uncertainty. I do 
not see Donald Trump entering the 
“fascist” realm under any circum-
stances due to the large checks and 
balances congress will hold over 
him. The vast majority of Republi-
can congressmen (love or hate the 
policies) are of upstanding character 
(unlike Mr. Trump) and won’t let 
constitutional rights of U.S. citizens 
be infringed.
      As a conservative, Mr. Trump 
does not please me. He has been a 
strong Democrat his entire life up 
until five minutes ago. The worst case 
scenario for conservatives is that Mr. 
Trump shifts hard left and uses tons 
of tariffs, brings the “Swamp” he 
wants to drain out of Congress and 
into the White House, then ramps up 
government spending. 
     The best case scenario for con-
servatives will be Trump letting Mike 
Pence and Congress run the show. 
Lowering taxes, slashing the deficit, 
and paying down our debt is a must 
for the next 4 years. Securing our bor-
der, maintaining law and order, and 
staying out of people’s personal lives 
are also crucial to a successful term.
     I understand the fears many of 
you have, but I and the majority of 
my party will stand with you if your 
constitutional rights are infringed. 
Trump has said terrible things, but 
for the most part, he has changed his 
stance or apologized shortly thereafter 

(he is clearly not a trained politician). 
However, let’s give him a chance 
until he starts passing policies before 
we declare what a terrible president 
he will be. 

Progressives, Now 
is the Time to Get 
Real
By Jack Votava
The facts of the case are clear. Donald 
Trump has been elected president, 
and Republicans control both cham-
bers in Congress (and soon enough 
the Supreme Court.) The United 
States now has conservative control at 
all levels of the federal government, 
paving the way to halt climate change 
prevention measures, restrict repro-
ductive rights, shift from helping 
workers to helping corporations, 
deregulate Wall Street, crackdown on 
immigration, end federal support for 
public schools, etc etc.
 If these changes seem like a 
disastrous direction for our country, 
then now is the time for action. I’m 
not talking about protests or unit-
ing behind a liberal front; if the past 
eight years have shown anything, it’s 
that these sorts of things only add 
fuel to the Republican’s gleeful fire.
 The only real option to affect 
policy is to bring our sentiments di-
rectly to Congressional Republicans. 
It’s given that the next four years will 
bring about anti-progressive policy; 
the work of responsible citizens is to 
now mitigate the damage. 
 Mitch McConnell, Republi-

can senate majority leader, has given 
us ground for hope in this regard. In 
post-election interviews, Senator Mc-
Connell has made clear that Trump 
plans surrounding immigration, 

infrastructure, 
and Congres-
sional reform, 
among others, 
are unlikely 
to pass by 
his congress. 
Conversely, 
Trump him-
self has given 
us hope for 
moderating 
Congress. He 
seems increas-
ingly likely 
to clash with 
leadership 
like House 
Speaker Paul 
Ryan on social 
issues and 

government spending, where Trump 
tends to be more populist than con-
servative.
 Given this political climate, 
here’s the elevator pitch: if you’re con-
cerned about upcoming policy issues, 
or want to make a difference, call your 
Republican representative. Write Rep. 
Ryan or any top Republican brass. It’s 
time to accept that our government is 
controlled by Republicans and work 
to make sure they handle the power 
responsibly. 
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Sword & Shield Editors Poll: What’s Your Favorite 
Thing About Winter?
“The holiday feel.” -Beatrice, Evanka, & Kelly
“All the snow!” -Sanjana & Isabella
“Having friends and family near.” -Ameya & Deney
“Cozy winter evenings” -Cedric
“Skiing!!!” - Garrett



   Federally insured by NCUA

Federally insured by NCUA. New members only. Offer valid until 12/31/16. 1 Minimum to open a Student Free Checking 
account is $25. Student Free Checking requires a primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open is $5. 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 11/1/2016 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is 
$25. 3 $10 cash bonus will be deposited to your account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income 
and are subject to 1099 tax reporting.

Saving up for a new phone, a car or even college?  
You can do it! And Summit Credit Union is here to help!
 
We’ve got a FREE student checking account, online tools that 
make it easy to see how you’re saving and spending your money, 
and an app that lets you split the bill with friends (or get money 
from your parents)!
 
And, if you open a Student Free Checking1 or savings2 account by 
December 31, you’ll get an additional $10 deposited into  
your account!3  
 
Stop by Summit, right in your school,  
to open an account today! 
 

WITH A LITTLE HELP  
FROM SUMMIT CREDIT UNION.

TAKE YOUR first steps  TO
Hey Spartans

OPEN A STUDENT 
FREE CHECKING OR 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

and
GET $10 DEPOSITED 

INTO YOUR ACCOUNT

OWN IT .




