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What do the Holidays 
Really Mean?

By Kelly Wu
It’s that time of year again, when the snow first 
starts falling and Christmas lights twinkle from front 
yards. The holiday season is an intrinsic part of 
American life, yet very few delve deeper into the 
holidays than the surface. Shopping, gift-giving 
and new year’s resolutions are as far as we look. 
In actuality, we’re missing out on more spiritual 
and important meanings to these celebratory 
months. You’ve probably heard that the holiday 
season is a time for family, but what does that 
mean? There’s something deeper that hides 
within the cheerful greetings and small talk you 
make with cousins and relatives. According to 
the dictionary, family is all the descendants from 
a common ancestor. What this definition fails to 
tell us is the bonds and the important relationships 
within family. The holidays are all about rekindling 
these bonds with people who, at other times of 
the year, you don’t have a chance to meet up 
and build relationships with. Family bonds are 
one of the most important things in a person’s life. 
In the olden days, people got this for example, 
ancient Germanic peoples were known to base 
their pride on who their father was. Likewise in the 
21st century, when times get tough and things get 
rough, we ultimately turn back to our bonds we 
built within our families. It’s funny, but when you 
think about it, there are certain family members 
that you trust more, and that you would favor over 
others in a time of trouble. The reason behind this 
is that you have built more bonds with them, and 
shared happy memories and good times with 
them. Now, when you are faced with obstacles, 
you know you can share your challenges with 

them as well, because they’ve been with 
you in the good and will be with you in the 
bad. From all this we can see that there 
is a deeper meaning to holidays than the 
presents and the Christmas shopping. 
Enjoying a walk with your cousin, laughing 
with your grandmother over dinner and 
saying good morning to your aunt all 
strengthen your bonds with your family 
members. So to answer the question, the 
holidays mean a time to build relationships 
and bring families closer together. Keep 
this in mind as you celebrate the end of the 
year and bring in 2016.

National Signing Day
By Evanka Annyapu
 The most exciting day comes for the student athletes that have committed 
to playing a sport for a college- national signing day. On November 11th, Memorial 
athletes signed National Letters of Intent with NCAA Division I or Division II schools. 
From Memorial, six spartans committed: 

Justin Temprano- Swimming, Wisconsin
Sydney Stroud- Volleyball, Georgia State

Dominick Mesdjian- Soccer, Wisconsin
Holly Houston- Track and Field, Montana

Ben Gebhart- Swimming, Eastern Michigan
Delaney Eigenberger- Track and Field & Cross Country, Minnesota

 Congratulations to all six Memorial Athletes and 
Memorial High School wishes you the best! Go Spartans! 

Why All of Us Should Read the 
Race to Equity Report

By Amol Rajesh
Madison has a well-known reputation of being very diverse, peaceful, and 
progressive. In 1996, our city was listed by CNN as “the best place to live in 
America.” However, the Race to Equity Report by The Wisconsin Council on 
Children and Families (WCCF), published in 2013, has turned some heads 
on the appalling state of racial disparities in Madison and greater Dane 
County. I was absolutely shocked when I read the comprehensive report and 
I think it will shock many people who believe that there exists possible racial 
discrimination that occurs on a large scale in Madison, of all places.   
The data, collected over a period of 5-10 years shows that Dane County has 
among the highest racial disparities in the entire country (that’s right, more 
than many areas in the Southern United States).
For example, while Dane County African American adults in 2012 made up 
only 4.8% of the total age 18-54 adult population, they constituted nearly 44% 
of all the new adult prison placements from the County.
In 2012, Dane County African Americans were admitted to prison facilities at 
a rate 15 times greater than that for White adults.
The magnitude of these differences are not seen when taking national 
statistics into account, thereby showing that there are specific problems with 
Dane County’s criminal justice and educational institutions that need to be 
addressed.  Disparities at the County level are worse than for the State of 
Wisconsin as a whole, which in turn are worse than the US average.
Some of the disparities, both at the national and county level, can be 
understood as an outcome of the selective enforcement of laws.  For 
example, take the War on Drugs. According to the NAACP, 5 times as many 
Whites are using drugs as African Americans, yet African Americans are sent 
to prison for drug offenses at 10 times the rate of Whites.
We have to do a better job when it comes to understanding other sources 
of disparities, and The Race to Equity report is an excellent place to start.  
The report not only covers criminal justice discrepancies, but also analyzes 
disparities in education and social welfare among various ethnic groups. I 
encourage all of you to read it so you can better understand and improve 
the community you live in.  
The report is free and publicly available at:
 http://racetoequity.net/dev/wp-content/uploads/WCCF-R2E-Report.pdf                                                                                                                                 

JMM Holiday Art Fair 
Thursday, Dec. 18 (7-7pm) & Friday, Dec 19 (7-4)
Memorial Art Gallery across from Student Service
Lovely and well-crafted artwork in a variety of media 
Functional ceramics, glassware, original 2-D art, etc!
Artworks crafted by local professionals, teachers and students
The price point on items is as fair as you will �nd in Madison!
*A fundraiser for the Art Department and JMM Endowment Fund
Contact Geof Herman with your questions: <herman@madison.k12.wi.us>
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An Interview 
with Ms. 
Mitchell

By Ryan Lefurgey
Q: Describe your feelings 
for the 1st quarter of the 
2015/2016 school year.
A: I find it exciting to meet 
new students, but I’m nervous 
about new kids finding out 
what kind of teacher I am.
Q: What made you want to 
become an English teacher?
A: I was influenced by her 
grandparents who were both 
English teachers, loved to 
help people learn, and would 
power through books when I 
was younger.
Q: Out of the four, which 
grades do you teach?
A: I teach 10th grade and 11th 
grade.
Q: Would you describe yourself 
as an easy or tough teacher?
A: I’m not sure what kind of 
teacher I am, as I think I’m fair 
and understanding, but I also 
like to challenge my students.
Q: How many years have you 
been teaching English for?
A: I am currently in my 4th year 
of teaching.
Q: What schools have you 
taught at?
A: I have taught at Voice 
Academy, West high school, 
and James Madison Memorial 
high school.
Q: What is your favorite topic 
to teach?
A: My favorite topic to teach is 
the 11th grade curriculum.
Q: What is your favorite English 
book that you teach?
A: “The Great Gatsby” is my 
favorite book to teach.
Q: What is your favorite book 
of all time?
A: My favorite book is always 
the book that I’m is currently 
reading at the time.
Q: What challenges come with 
teaching English?
A: Students who don’t like to 
read are always a challenge 
for me.
Q: What changes have you 
made to your courses from last 
year?
A: I moved some things 
around for 11th grade, and 
moved a unit to a different 
quarter for 10th grade.
Q: How often do you make 
changes to your courses?
A: The changes that I makes 
to my course vary from every 
school year to every school 
day.
Q: Where did you go to 
college?
A: I attended The University Of 
Wisconsin.
Q: What is the toughest 
situation you have been in 
while teaching?
A: Teaching at Voice 
academy in Chicago, Illinois 
was tough in general. The 
worst was a situation when a 
girl physically beat up another 
student in her classroom.
Q: Do you teach summer 
school?
A: I taught summer school 2 
years ago, but I don’t teach it 
anymore.
Q: What do you plan on doing 
after you finish teaching?
A: I have no idea what I am 
going to do yet. I am hoping 
to own my own lake house 
and retire to it.

By Kelly Wu
 Christmas is upon us, and with it comes a 
lot of stress. Whether if it’s finding the right gifts 
for everyone in your family, wrapping up or 
cramming college applications, not forgetting 
about hanging out with friends, or trying to 
managing homework during a family vacation, 
the holidays are stress making machines. 
However, there are a few exceedingly simple 
ways to take a breather and not get weighed 
down with obligations. They’re worth trying 
because everyone knows that if you have so 
many things weighing down on you, you can’t 
really enjoy Christmas.
 First, try taking a simple walk. It doesn’t 
have to be too long, but don’t allow yourself 
to thinking about anything that has to do 
with deadlines and To-Do lists. According 
to huffingtonpost.com, walking as exercise 
actually decreases your negative emotions. 
This means that you’re less likely to feel 
weighed down by homework, essays and the 
like when you get home.
 Secondly, grab a cup of hot tea or 
coffee and curl up on the couch for a bit, 
preferably with your pet. Having some quiet 
relaxing time is important, both mentally and 
physically, because it refreshes your mind so 
that you are ready to tackle more thinking 
later than if you chugged on tediously, which 
would only wear you out and make you tired.
 A third possibility of taking a breather 
is meditation. Meditation isn’t as far-fetched 
as you may think it is. According to yahoo.
com, if you close your eyes right now for fifteen 
seconds and just listen to your breathing, 

that counts as good meditation. No special 
mind zone, crossed feet or zen music needed 
(though they may help). 
 After you’ve taken a breather, it’s time 
to get down to the deadlines. The best thing 
to do is to make a to-do list so you don’t forget 
anything. Otherwise, you may end up with a 
huge burst of stress when you realize you didn’t 
buy a gift for your cousin on Christmas day. Put 
your to-do list somewhere where you glance 
at often, maybe in your room or as your lock 
screen. Checking off something gives physical 
satisfaction and motivation to complete the 
whole list.
 Additionally, try starting things early. 
Don’t wait until winter break to start your 
college essays. In fact, the Friday before, treat 
the evening as a normal school night and get 
stuff done. This will help SO MUCH afterwards, 
it’s incredible. Honestly. I’m not exaggerating 
or anything here. You’ll thank yourself a whole 
lot. Some other stuff you can do even before 
December, like buying presents. Black Friday is 
a good time to get gifts because of the great 
sales going on. Then you can put them in your 
closet and put gifts out of your mind. First item 
on the checklist? Done. 
 So hopefully some of these tips help 
you as we head to the holiday season. I know 
I’m going to use them myself because I don’t 
want to be left with homework to cram in 
January, last-minute gifts to scramble to get or 
becoming a seclusive hermit in order to finish 
my essays. Have a happy, un-stressful holidays 
and see you next 
year!

How to De-Stress this Season

JMM 
Chemistry 
Club
By Kelly Wu
Do you like or need some 
help with chemistry. Come 
every Thursday to JMM’s 
Chemistry Club in room 672A 
(Mrs. Comins’ room) during the 
entire lunch period. Here you’ll 
find interesting experiments 
and activities that are just 
for fun, as well as 30 minutes 
of small-group tutoring and 
question and answering time. 
This club not only includes the 
expertise of Mrs. Comins, but 
also of AP Chem students. 
So, if you are stumped on 
a question, are interested 
in reacting chemicals to 
create crazy things,or want to 
participate in the chemistry 
community, consider joining 
JMM’s very own Chemistry 
Club. New members are 
always welcome. We promise 
you’ll have moles of fun. Haha.

MATH MEET 
RESULTS

Varsity:
Team: 1st place JMM Varsity 1 
with 244 pts
   2nd place West Varsity 1 with 
232 pts
    3rd place JMM Varsity 2 with 
150 pts

Individual: 3rd place with 28 
points: Samik Partha, Amol 
Rajesh, Anusha Sahi, Chris Xu, 
Michael Yang
4th place with 27 points: 
Minjae Kim
5th place with 25 points: Leo 
Ma
        
JV
Team: 1st place JV1 Memorial 
with 206 points
   2nd place JV1 Hamilton with 
186 points
   3rd place JV2 Memorial with 
179 points

Individual: 1st place with 28 
pts:  Michael Yao
    2nd place with 27 pts:  
Brandon Jin, Geoff Pomraning, 
Catherine Wu
    3rd place with 25 pts:  
Beatrice Naujalyte
   4th place with 24 pts:  Albert 
Men, Harper Niergarth, 
Andrew Jiang
   5th place with 22 pts:  Danni 
Yang, Zion Hefty, Abhinav 
Bipin

A Note 
From the 
Editor
By David Cao
With the Thanksgiving holiday 
past and winter break coming 
up soon, the year is already 
nearing a close. Remember to 
stay focused and motivated 
in your classes before the 
December holidays, but 
don’t get too overwhelmed 
by the stresses of school. 
Also, be sure to stay active 
and involved in the activities 
and clubs at Memorial, and 
continue to support the 
winter sports teams that have 
already started their seasons. 

While Wisconsin’s December 
weather is still unusually warm 
this year, try to get outside and 
relax with family and friends.
This month’s issue has quite 
a variety of articles, from 
uplifting holiday articles, to 
world news, to Spartan sports 
interviews. Please enjoy all of 
the great articles in the last 
S&S issue of 2015. From all of 
the editors and contributors 
of Sword & Shield, have a 
wonderful and safe winter 
break with your loved ones.
Happy Holidays!



Movie Reviews
By Dane Peplinski

Spectre
Skyfall came 
out in 2012, 
and now we 
finally have 
the new 
James Bond 
movie out--
and it delivers. 
I’d never really 
gotten into 
the James 
Bond films, 
but I love this 
one. I’ve heard it’s not great 
compared to the other James 
Bond films, but I thought this 
one was glamorous. I really 
have nothing to say about 
this movie except for the fact 
that it had rich set design, cool 
action scenes, and a good 
plot. All of the fashion was on 
point, and Lea Seydoùx (from 
Blue is the Warmest Color) 
did a wonderful job as the 
newest Bond girl Madeleine 
Swan. Check out Spectre in 
the theater. I have never seen 
such a fashionable James 
Bond film since the ones from 
the 60’s. Spectre receives 9.6 
out of 10 stars.

World Connections 
(A Wrap Up of This Year)

By Evanka Annyapu
 Sebastian, from The Little 
Mermaid, wasn’t wrong when he said, 
“The human world is a mess.” This year, 
our world has been through many 
events like a rollercoaster, with ups and 
downs, twists and turns. For those of you 
that may have missed the major events 
of 2015, here’s a recap: 
 NASA had found 100m streaks 
which have been inferred to have 
been formed by flowing water, 
indicating many things for people 
that believe in life somewhere in the 
universe. “It took multiple spacecraft 
over several years to solve this mystery, 
and now we know there is liquid water 
on the surface of this cold, desert 
planet,” said Michael Meyer, lead 
scientist for NASA’s Mars Exploration 
Program at Washington. “It seems that 
the more we study Mars, the more we learn how life could be 
supported and where there are resources to support life in the 
future.
 The 750,000 migrants that have been traveling from the 
Mediterranean to Europe will sure make history and has been a 
highlight of 2015. Many have been traveling due to the conflicts 
in Syria and Afghanistan.  
 In the year of 2015, in 336 days, there have been 355 
mass shootings where there have been more than 4 victims 
including the shooter. Some of these mass shootings, like the 
Ferguson Shooting have fired up the motivation to drive the 
#blacklivesmatter movement. There are other shootings like the 
Paris shooting and the San Bernardino, California shooting. The 
numerous shootings of 2015 have sparked the question of, what 
will come of the safety of our world in the future? 

Holiday Music
By Shruti Sathish
It’s that time of the year! Snow 
has fallen, paving the way for 
the holiday season. People do 
many things to get into their 
holiday spirit, such as decorate 
their house, bake, light 
candles, buy presents, and of 
course, listen to and or sing/
play holiday tunes! Holiday 
music is an essential part of 
many people’s holidays, and 
they are very likely to hear 
holiday tunes wherever they 
go in the month of December. 
Currently, the top five songs on 
Billboard’s ”Holiday 100” are:
“Santa Tell Me” by: Ariana 
Grande- Released last 
November, this is a song 
about the narrator, who is 
disappointed that Santa didn’t 
visit and grant her Christmas 
wish. She’s asking him if he 
really cares about her.
“All I Want for Christmas is You” 
by: Mariah Carey-This song 
was released in November of 
1994, and is about how the 
narrator just wants to be with 
her love for Christmas and 
doesn’t want the presents 
or other parts of the holiday 
season.
“Mary, Did You Know? 
(Pentatonix)- The song “Mary, 
Did You Know” is a Christmas 
song whose lyrics and music 
were written by Mark Lowry 
and Buddy Green . The song 
was originally recorded in 1991 
by American Christian singer 
Michael English, and is about 
the narrator wondering if Mary 
knew in advance the way 
her son’s life would unfold. 
The song has been covered 
by many artists and groups, 
including Pentatonix. 
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas 
Tree” by: Brenda Lee- 
Recorded in 1958 by Brenda 
Lee when she was just thirteen 
years old, this song showcases 
the meaning of the Christmas 
spirit.
“The Christmas Song (Merry 
Christmas to You)” (Nat King 
Cole)- Initially recorded 
in 1946, this is a classical 
Christmas song written by 
Bob Wells and Mel Torme in 
1945 that refers to the various 
aspects of Christmas and the 
holiday season.
It’s kind of interesting to see 
how holiday music and the 
meanings expressed in them 
differ. “Rockin’ Around the 
Christmas Tree” and “The 
Christmas Song” from the 
‘40s and ‘50s, for example, 
have very different meanings 
compared to “Santa Tell Me” 
and “All I Want for Christmas is 
You”, which are more recent. 
There is more of a personal 
opinion being portrayed in the 
more recent songs compared 
to more traditional and 
religious aspects expressed in 
the older ones. This list shows 
that many people today listen 
to a combination of older and 
more recent holiday songs, 
which is a pretty interesting 
fact.

Having Fun Over Winter Break
By Evanka Annyapu 
 Trust me, winter break is where there are two different 
types of days. It can either be one of those days where you’re 
feeling just as moody as the gray clouds outside and it’s going 
to be Netflix all day or it’s the type of day where you feel bored 
out of your mind. Whether it’s day of Netflix or a day where 
you’re melting in boredom, you can take part in so many 
activities to make the day less gloomier than it already is. 
 Volunteering is a great way to give back to the 
community when the day isn’t as happy as you’d want it to be. 
Taking part in programs to get easy service hours may be a way 
to vent out and have fun this winter break. Plus, volunteering 
isn’t a job. The times and days you want to help out and take 
part in fun is very flexible. To bell-ringing at a nearby grocery 
store to taking care of kids at a preschool, having fun over 
winter break doesn’t seem so hard, does it? 
 Trying something different this winter break is a way to 
make your vacation a bit more adventurous and daring. It may 
mean you try to finish that TV show marathon within two days 
or you learn how to make some eggplant parmesan lasagna 
(Mmmm!). Even though your homework load is heavy for this 
vacation, trying new things could be a way to set aside the 
stress and enjoy a bit more. 
 Watching movies is another great way to see your 
vacation fly by, but it’s a good way to relax and enjoy. This 
winter break there are new movies that are coming to theaters 
near you! 
-Sisters starring Amy Poehler and Tina Fey ; said to be a great 
comedy film coming soon! 
-Star Wars: The Force Awakens ; a movie that has been long 
awaited for, check it out if you’re a Stars Wars fan. 
-Joy starring Jennifer Lawrence, Robert De Niro, and Bradley 
Cooper -Underdogs ; a magical animated film from the 
Academy award winning director, Campanella. 

    Get ready for a great winter break and have loads of fun! 
Hopefully, some of these activities are exciting enough to part 
in this vacation. Happy Holidays! 

Suffragette 
Suffragette is a lovely new film 
with a grand cast featuring 
Carey Mulligan as Maud 
Watts, Helena Bonham Carter 
as Edith Ellyn, and the queen 
of cinema herself, Meryl 
Streep, as Emmelyn Pankhurst; 
all of them played female 
suffrage activists. The movie 
takes place in early 19th 
century London, where Maud 
Watts (Mulligan) is raising 
a son, living with offensive 
husband, and working in a 
sexually abusive workplace 
as a laundress. She joins the 
suffragettes, who are part of 
the movement that fights for 
women’s rights, and runs into 
trouble, loss, sadness, and 
incarceration. This emotional 
film will make you seem that 
you are really in the shoes 
of these poor woman who 
suffered tremendously.. The 
film will also make you worry 
even more about what sad 
events women go through 
today. Everyone, not just every 
feminist, should see this movie. 
Suffragette really deserves to 
be Oscar nominated for best 
motion picture of the year and 
best leading actress for Carey 
Mulligan. I give Suffragette 10 
out of 10 stars. I recommend 
you to see it at Sundance or 
any theater around you.

DEBATE
Congratulations to Alekh Kale and Sullivan 
Sweet on an AMAZING finalist placement 
at the Glenbrooks debate tournament this 
weekend! In one of the toughest national 
circuit tournaments of the entire year, with top 
level teams from all around the nation, Alekh 
and Sully advanced through 6 preliminary 
rounds and 5 elimination rounds to place 2ND 
overall out of about 140 extremely competitive 
teams. 
(Minneapolis Minnesota) Congrats to the 
Memorial Debate team on a great tournament 
this weekend! At a very competitive national 

circuit tournament attracting a huge pool 
of teams from all over the nation, not one 
Memorial team finished with a losing record.
What’s more, Memorial had an amazing three 
teams break to outrounds. Jack Votava and 
Peter Yang broke to Double Octofinals with a 
4-2 preliminary record. Tony Chung and Bryce 
Piotrowski also broke to Double Octofinals with 
a 4-2 prelim record with both receiving 9th 
and 10th top speaker awards. Alekh Kale and 
Sullivan Sweet advanced all the way to semi-
finals, with Alekh receiving a 3rd place speaker 
award for the entire program.
Go Memorial Forensics & Debate! 3



December 2015 
Horoscopes

By Ameya Sanyal
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Your life is exceptionally 
wonderful and spectacular! Extensive bonuses will 
come your way due to your amazing achievements. Due to 
your success, consider giving back to those who helped you. 

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)  You’re extremely lucky, 
this month. Stellar situations have granted you with 
unimaginable opportunities. Take what comes your 
way, but put your own desires first. You won’t be 
limited by anything but yourself!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Pay attention to those 
surrounding you – they have your well-being in 
mind. Stay curious and open-minded; the world is 
a beautiful place and you simply need to take a 
moment to remind yourself of that. 

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) With little effort, you’ll 
overcome any obstacles that are separating you from 
your goal at hand. Try your hand at trust; this easy but 
monumental investment will certainly pay off. 
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) You are as strong 

as ever, courageous and determined. Conquer any 
problematic situations and you will reap significant 
riches! Prioritize what is important to you and do 

what is rational, just and right. 
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)Keep consistently 
performing on the tasks you’ve committed to 
undertaking. Look for support from loved ones and 
make a side-cast idea of yours come true. Doing so 

will lead to a change in your views!
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) You have extremely unique 
opportunities offered to you this December. 
Unexpected news will suddenly striking you, 
presenting you with a difficult decision. The outcome 
of this choice will take you on a spontaneous journey!

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) This month will be an bright 
and happy time for you. Although you and a loved 
one may experience a drawn-out quarrel, positive 
energy will direct you through the tricky riddles of your 
love life. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 21) You will encounter a negative 
stage in your life. However, by depending on friends 
and family, your dedication and perseverance will 
pave the way to a lucky situation in the new year. Live 
in the moment by keeping your head high!

Cancer (June 22 - July 22) After tirelessly working during 
November, you deserve a break. Take time to relax 
and you will create unforgettable and valuable 
memories. Everything will go as planned for you. 
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) You may doubt yourself 

during the course of this month. However, look on the 
positive side and you will find words of wisdom. Change 
is necessary during this time; rather than fighting it, 
readily accept it. 

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Your confidence will be 
unparalleled. Use this shift in attitude to your 
advantage; take risks and chase after your dreams! 
With thought and preparation, your choices will pay 
off.

Interview with Phil McCarthy, “Star” of JMM’s Hockey Team.
By Jake Ferguson

How many years have you been playing hockey? How many 
years for Memorial?
I have been playing hockey for ten years, and have been 
playing for the Spartans for the last three. 

Is it true that you scored the 
first goal of the season? If 
so how did that feel?
Yes, I scored the first goal. 
It was definitely a good 
feeling to start the season 
off on a positive note.
How is the team looking 
this year and how well do 
you think you guys will do 
this season compared to 
last?
The team looks great. We 
have a lot of new freshman 
that have potential to be 
really good in upcoming 
years. Hopefully we make 
it to state like last year but 

we have to focus one game at a time.
Who should the fans be looking for out there on the ice?
As far as forwards go, Blake Komplin and Jacob Padley are two 
to keep an eye out for. Otherwise, Jack Andringa is a very solid 
defenseman who works extremely hard.
Who do you think will be your greatest challenge this year?
It’s hard to say for certain; but the first team that comes to 
mind is Middleton. We are both currently undefeated so they 
are certainly a team we must take down if we want to win 
conference. 
Are there any players on the team this year that are looking to 
play hockey past High School? 
There are a couple guys who have the potential to play after 
high school however I’m not too certain that they will pursue 
that option.
What is your favorite color?  Purple
Who are the seniors on the team?
Jack Andringa, Blake Komplin, Jacob Padley, Will Larson, and 
Macrae Robertson

Interview with Jake Ferguson, Basketball player.
By Philip McCarthy 

Q: Are there any new additions 
to the team this year that fans 
should look out for?
Yes, we have a freshman that 
is really good, Ian Brown. We 
also have some new juniors 
and a senior.
Q: Which game would you say 
is the most highly anticipated 
this year?
Most games in the Big 8 are 
very close because every 
team has potential but I’d 
say Middleton is going to be 
a very close game and very 
exciting. Also Verona will be a 
great game.

Q: Some talk of several injured players is going around. Is this 
the case? If so; how do you foresee these injuries to affect the 
team’s season?
Well yes, every team has injuries but exposing them could give 
the other team an advantage so I can’t tell you.
Q: What is the team’s ultimate goal that you are looking to 
achieve in the 2015-16 season?
The ultimate goal this year is to go to the Kohl Center for state 
and end up winning it all. We also have goals along the way 
that we are trying to reach and we have a goal for every game 
that we try to achieve. 
Q: What shoes do you plan on pulling out for games throughout 
the year?
Well this year all  the guys will be wearing Kobe 10’s and they 
are all white. However, we will also be pulling out some mystery 
shoes for some games to keep the style points up.
Q: How many players do you believe will consistently earn 
playing time?
Everyone on the team this year is capable of playing. There is 
not a “bad” player on our team this year and I believe that is 
one of our greatest strengths.
Q: Is there anything else you would like fans to know in regards 
to yourself or the 2015-16  Memorial Varsity Basketball team?
We need big student sections and the team would be more 
than happy if you made us signs:). Thank you

End of Football with Jake Ferguson 
By Channel Sopha
How did you feel about this 
season?
I personally felt like we 
progressed as a team 
throughout the season. 
Although, we didn’t make it as 
far as we intended, I’ll always 
be thankful for my team and 
how much we accomplished 
together.
How would you describe the 
bond between you and your 
teammates in one word? 
Family
What do you plan on doing 
differently for your final season 
in high school next year?
I plan to lead my team to as 
many victories as possible. 
However I understand that 
teamwork is essential because 
no one can win the game of 
football individually. Going to 
the championships would be 
nice.
Do you intend on continuing 
football after school, and if so, 
where?
Yes, I have a few offers that 
I’m highly thankful for, but 
I haven’t fully committed 
anywhere just yet. 

Winter Interview with Dom Gentile (MSCR Boys Basketball)
By Isaac Blum
1. Q: How do you think your team 
will do this season?
A: We will have an amazing 
year I believe because of our 
outstanding coach, Coach Kee.
2. Q: What is your team name?
A: Madtown Tropics.
3. Q: Who do you say is the 
greatest attribute to the team?
 A: Jonas Bietz, his defense is 
stellar and works the hard during 
practices.
4. Q: What team will be the 
toughest to play this season?
A: The Nut, they are a team with 
all seniors and will be tough to 
pull out the W.
5. Q: Who is the funniest player on 
the team ?
A: Our coach because he loves 
cracking jokes on gameday.
6. Q: What are some of the team’s 
goals? 
A: Win the championship, be 
undefeated, have a blast with 
the team.
7. Q: How dedicated are you in 
basketball season?
A: I am very dedicated in the 
MCSR basketball season, I work 
very hard to improve my 
skillz and to be the best 
that I can be. 4



Kelly Spielman 
By Melissa Heilman

What are you involved with 
besides tennis?
Besides tennis, I am involved 
in Track & Field, HOSA, 
FBLA, Spartan Leaders, 
Peer Partners, Student 
Government,Spartan Youth 
Service, and I’m also a Boys 
Tennis manager,
What is your favorite thing 
about tennis? 
My favorite thing about 
tennis is having fun and 
getting close with such a 
great group of girls. 
Recap on the season 
Overall I think this was 
varsity’s best season in my 

four years on varsity. The team was young with 4 freshmen but 
that just gives us a greater opportunity to grow. Everyone on 
the team worked really hard and contributed to allowing us to 
have a great season.
What are your plans after college? 
After college, I would like to be a nurse anesthetist. This will 
take a lot of schooling and hard work to get there but will be 
rewarding in the end.  
Favorite tennis memory 
My favorite tennis memory was in my junior year when I beat 
Verona’s number #1 singles player, who I lost to in the season 
and was seeded behind in the sub-sectional tournament. 
This win meant that I was going to advance to the sectional 
tournament and end her season.
State experience
I was very happy to make it to state and I went in with a goal of 
playing the best I could. There was no pressure on me to go on 
any farther, because state is the last tournament of the year. 
Career highlights and accomplishments 
I have made it to sectionals for three consecutive years, and 
had the opportunity to play at the state tournament my senior 
year. Also a highlight was beating Verona my junior year.
When did you start playing tennis? 
At the age of 5
Why do you play tennis? 
I enjoy being competitive and I’ve been playing multiple sports 
since I was young.
Most embarrassing moment?
Freshman or sophomore year I was walking over the net during 
practice and tripped and fell on the ground. I got a rope burn 
on my thigh from the fabric on the top of the net. I still have a 
scar from this today.
Favorite opponent? West or Middleton

Miracle In MotownPackers Complete 20-Point Comeback on 61-Yard Hail Mary Pass with No Time Left to Beat the Lions
By Caleb Walker
 On Thursday, December 
3rd, in a nationally televised 
primetime game, the Green 
Bay Packers visited the 
Detroit Lions and beat them 
by completing a 20-point 
comeback on a 61-yard Hail 
Mary with no time left. The 
game is already being hailed 
as one of the greatest games 
in NFL history, and already 
has its own nickname and 
Wikipedia article. The win, 
combined with the win against 
the Vikings the previous 
Sunday, improved the Packers 
to 8-4 and put Green Bay back in first place in the division--while 
also dropping the Lions to 4-8 and ending their playoff hopes. 
The win also prevented the Lions, who had beaten the Packers 
earlier in the season, from sweeping the Packers, something 
they have not done since 1991. 
 The Packers had started the season 6-0 but after coming 
back from their bye week, they dropped 4 of their next 5 games 
including losing to the Lions on a missed field goal as time 
expired, giving the Lions their first win in Wisconsin since 1991. 
The Packers’ only win during this time was a 30-13 win over the 
Vikings on the road. The Lions, on the other hand, started the 
year 1-7 but after firing many of their personnel, they had gone 
on a 3-game winning streak that had many Lions fans believing 
they could make a push into the playoffs. And they had every 
reason to believe so, as they had a very easy schedule the rest 
of the way. So with the Lions at home coming in red hot at 4-7 
and the doubtful, visiting Packers coming in at 7-4, the stage 
was set for a Thursday Night Game one week after both teams 
had played on the Thanksgiving weekend. 
 During the 1st half, the Lions jumped out to a 17-0 halftime 
lead which featured a rare Aaron Rodgers interception. In the 
3rd quarter, they extended their lead 20-0. But that’s when 
the Packers began to show life with Randall Cobb scoring the 
Packers’ first touchdown by recovering James Starks’ fumble 
in the endzone. On the very first play of the Lions’ next drive, 
Detroit quarterback Matthew Stafford was sacked by Julius 
Peppers and ended up fumbling the ball. Green Bay recovered 
and a few plays later, Rodgers threw to Davante Adams for the 
touchdown, Adams’ first of the season. In the fourth quarter, 
with the score still 20-14, Detroit kicked a field goal to make 
it 23-14, a two score game. With a little over 7 minutes left 
and down two scores, Rodgers led Green Bay on a 84 yard 
drive which ended with Rodgers running it in himself to make 
the score 23-21 with 3:04 left. With all 3 timeouts, Coach Mike 
McCarthy decided to put faith in the defense to make a stop 
and chose not to try an onside kick. Green Bay appeared to 
have stopped the Lions’ offense without taking much time off 
the clock but then Matthew Stafford threw a 29-yard pass to T.J. 
Jones--which would have been a touchdown if not for a game-
saving tackle by Ha Ha Clinton-Dix--giving Detroit a first down 
and allowing them to run off most of the clock. It appeared to 
be over for Green Bay. All Detroit needed was one more first 
down to run off the clock completely and even if they didn’t 
manage to get another first down, Green Bay would be left with 
very little time left to score. Thankfully, the Green Bay defense 
prevented Detroit from getting one last first down and forced 
them to punt, giving the Green Bay offense one more chance 
to get a game winning score…
Getting the ball back at their own 21-yard line with only 24 
seconds and no timeouts, Green Bay first tried two deep 
passes that fell incomplete and ran off 18 seconds of the game 
clock. With only 6 seconds left and too far away to try a Hail 
Mary, Green Bay attempted a nothing-left-to-lose lateral play. 
Rodgers first threw down field to James Jones. As this play went 
on, the 6 seconds of game clock ticked off to expire at zero. 
About to be tackled, Jones then lateraled the ball back to tight 
end Richard Rodgers. Before he could be tackled, R. Rodgers 
lateraled it back to A. Rodgers who was at the 24-yard line. 
A. Rodgers was quickly tackled by Devin Taylor, ending the 
game. But Taylor was called for facemasking A. Rodgers with 
his thumb, a 15 yard penalty. Even though time in the game 
had expired, the Packers were awarded one more untimed 
play by rule, a play with 0:00 on the game clock that would be 
the last play of the game unless the Lions committed another 
penalty. There was controversy over whether officials got the 
facemask call correct, but instant replay showed Taylor’s thumb 
hitting Rodgers facemask, causing his helmet to move around 
his head. Although many of the Lions didn’t think the call was 
correct, the vice president of NFL Referees says that the refs got 
the call right. 
With the ball now at their own 39-yard line, the Packers were 61 
yards away from the end zone. Instead of trying another lateral 
pass, Packers Assistant Head Coach Tom Clements opted to try 
a Hail Mary. Not many quarterbacks can throw a ball 61 yards, 
but A. Rodgers is one of the exceptions. Taking the snap, he 
escaped the 3-man blitz and rolled out to his right. With clear 
space, he took a giant step with his left foot and launched 
the ball on a perfect curve into the end zone. (The ball went 
so high it almost hit the indoor stadiums rafters, which would 
have negated the play, and the game.) The ball came down 

into the end zone. A sea of players’ hands on both teams went 
up for the ball, but the one who caught and came down with 
it was none other than Richard Rodgers of the Packers. The 
ref signaled touchdown and the Packers won in miraculous 
fashion, 27-23, stunning the Lions and their fans. The Packers 
sideline rushed the field to the end zone in celebration to swarm 
Richard Rodgers. Packer fans throughout the stadium cheered 
so loudly that it sounded like a home game at Lambeau Field, 
a scenario that the Packers and their well traveling fanbase 
are all too familiar with. The Lions players on the other hand 
were simply stunned. Matthew Stafford flipped his hat onto 
the ground and Calvin Johnson, who was standing, collapsed. 
Lions fans throughout the stadium had a look of shock on their 
face, but at the same time they believed that something like 
this would happen to their Lions. The Detroit Lions have not won 
a championship since 1957 and have never even been to the 
Super Bowl. 
Aaron Rodgers and Richard Rodgers are not related, but 
they both played college football at the same school, the 
University of California-Berkeley. Aaron left California for the 
NFL after the 2004 season and Richard left California after the 
2013 season. Aaron is 32 while Richard is 23. The game was 
played a day after Aaron’s birthday. Richard’s name actually 
Richard Rodgers Jr. and his dad also played at Berkeley; he 
was ironically also a part of another famous football game 
while there. The game, know as, “The Play” involved Rodgers 
California team completing numerous laterals--similar to what 
the Packers tried on the facemask play--as time expired to 
come from behind and beat their arch rivals, Stanford. During 
the play, the Stanford band ran onto the field not realizing the 
game was not over. On that final play, Richard Rodgers Sr. 
got the ball twice while he and his teammates maneuvered 
their way around the band members. After the Packers game, 
Richard Rodgers Sr. said his son’s game winning play was bigger 
than his. He was quoted saying “It’s the complete scenario. If 
you look at it from my perspective, Rodgers throws it to Rodgers, 
not Aaron to Richard but Richard to Aaron, to start the whole 
thing. The penalty gets called. And then Rodgers throws it back 
to Rodgers again. I couldn’t write a better script than that.”
After the game, Aaron pointed out how they had been on 
the other side of a Hail Mary game before, referencing the 
infamous Fail Mary game, and that it felt good to be on the 
winning side of it for once. Coach McCarthy, too, took a jab at 
the Fail Mary and the team that “won” it--the Seattle Seahawks, 
“I will just say this: At least our guy really caught the ball in this 
one,” McCarthy said with a small smirk, “You can quote 
that.” The icing on the cake for the Packers and their fans 5continued on pg. 6



have one final showdown looming on Sunday, January 3rd at 
Lambeau Field in a game that could very well be for the NFC 
North Championship. Because the Packers won the first game, 
the Packers could go into this final game, a game behind the 
Vikings, and still win the NFC North by beating the Vikings. By 
beating the Vikings a second time, the Packers would finish with 
the same record but they would have tiebreaker because they 
would have swept the season series with them. A week before 
the final Vikings game, the Packers also have big showdown 
in Arizona against the Cardinals. This game could possibly 
determine who gets the #2 seed and a first round bye, and 
who gets the #3 seed. Arizona is currently 10-2, so Green Bay 
will have to beat them, win out, and have them lose one other 
game in order to finish tied with them. In that case, the Packers 
would get tiebreaker, and as a result, become the #2 seed.. 
As for the Lions, they now drop to 4-8 with any hope of making 
the playoffs gone. And as for the Bears, on Sunday the 6th, they 
lost at home to Blaine Gabbert and the 49ers dropping them 
to 5-7 and crushing their playoff hopes. The Packers remaining 
schedule looks like this (All times central). Please note that these 
games are subject to flexible scheduling and could possibly still 
have their kickoff time and broadcast network changed.
vs. Dallas Cowboys, Sunday December 13, 3:25 PM Fox
at Oakland Raiders, Sunday December 20, 3:05 PM Fox
at Arizona Cardinals, Sunday December 27, 3:25 PM Fox
vs. Minnesota Vikings, Sunday January 3, 12:00 PM Fox

One last thing...you know that new Adele song, “Hello”. Play 
that song over the final play of this game, they go perfectly 
together.  6

Holidays Around the World
by Beatričė Naujalytė
 The arrival of December brings with it the joyous holiday 
season (although we all know we’ve been in the spirit since 
November 1st). The classic signs of the holidays are creeping up 
on us begin to appear: the persistence of jingly commercials 
announcing “can’t-miss deals” on toys, the comforting glow 
of holiday lights threaded through the branches of evergreen 
trees, and the warm scents of nutmeg, cinnamon, and ginger. 
It can be easy to forget that the symbols we associate with 
the holidays here in the US, or, even, in Wisconsin--Santa Claus, 
presents under the Christmas tree, milk and cookies--are not 
necessarily representative of the holidays elsewhere in the 
world. That’s why, this holiday season, we decided to look into 
what makes Christmas unique in various countries. Feel free to 
incorporate any of these into your family’s traditions, or simply 
be happy to be able to learn more about the world’s cultures 
(and impress your friends with random trivia).
 Boxing Day - It is unknown whether this holiday comes 
from the old English tradition of setting up boxes at churches to 
collect money for the poor and then distributing it the day after 
Christmas, or if it is based off of the tradition of masters in the 
olden days giving their servants a “Christmas box” and a day 
off on December 26th. Australians, Canadians, New Zealanders, 
and the English celebrate this public holiday by enjoying a day 
off with their families. Boxing Day is also similar to Black Friday in 
the US, and many people rush to the stores to take advantage 
of huge sales.
 “Kalle Anka och hans vänner önskar God Jul” - meaning 
“Donald Duck and his friends wish you a Merry Christmas”, this 
Disney special has aired at 3PM on Christmas Eve in Sweden 
every single year since 1959! The tradition is so popular that 
nearly half of the population tunes into the familiar cartoon 
annually. 
 Yuletide Lads - In Iceland, each night from December 
12th to Christmas Eve (Yule Eve), one of the Jólasveinarnir 
(Yuletide Lads) comes to visit the home. These thirteen big-
bearded, food-loving, mischievous elves are the sons of the 
ogre Grýla, who likes to make stew out of naughty children. 
They come down from the mountains of Iceland each year for 
Christmas, and Stúfur (Itty Bitty), Kertasníkir (Candle Beggar), 
and Askasleikir (Bowl Licker) are just a few of their peculiar 
names. Children in Iceland leave their shoes on the windowsill 
when the Yuletide Lads come. If they have been good, they a 
get a little present, but if they haven’t, they get a potato or a 
note telling them to behave better.
 Chichilaki - Usually when we think of Christmas trees we 
think of the traditional American choices: pine, spruce, fir, and 
other evergreens. In the country of Georgia, however, the 
Christmas tree looks very different. Long, curly strips are shaved 
from dried hazelnut or walnut branches, and then decorated 
with pieces of fruit and candy. The result is a white “tree” 
that is said to resemble St. Basil the Great’s beard, and looks 
something like a mop. 
 Yule Log - Burning the Yule Log is a tradition that started 
in Nordic culture. The way in which the log is burned around 
Christmas time varies between countries. In France, the type of 
wood used is Cherry, sprinkled with wine to create a pleasant 
smell while burning. In the Provence region, it is traditional to 
burn it little by little on each of the twelve nights of Christmas, 
and to keep the remaining wood safe in the house to protect 
it from lightning throughout the year. In some regions of the UK, 
a bundle of Ash twigs replaces the log. In Ireland, some people 
skip the logs and branches altogether and use a big candle, 
which they light only on New Year’s Eve and Twelfth Night.

however is the fact that Golden Tate, the former Seahawks and 
now Lions receiver, was there to witness the incredible play and 
be on the losing side of it. When Tate was with the Seahawks, 
he was the receiver who “caught” the Fail Mary pass. Since 
then, he stills claims that it was a catch and has thrown insults at 
the Packers and their fans for that game, so for the Packers to 
comeback and beat him on a REAL Hail Mary catch while also 
ending his team’s playoff hopes has got to put a smile on any 
Packer fans’ face.    
In addition to “The Play” and the “Fail Mary” games, parallels 
were made to this game and the “Agony In Ann Arbor”, 
a college football game that was played earlier this year 
involving Michigan’s two big football programs, Michigan 
State and Michigan. In that game, Michigan, like the Lions, 
were winning the whole game before literally handing visiting 
Michigan State the win as time expired in miraculous fashion 
on a botched punt. Both games ended with the same score, 
27-23. In both games, the visiting team won and they didn’t 
have a lead in the game until there was 0:00 on the clock. The 
looks on the Michigan fans and the Lions fans after the game 
are interchangeable. Since a lot of people who are Lions fans 
are also Michigan fans, this loss came way too soon for them. 
But if you are a Packers and Michigan State fan like my dad 
and I (I’m still a Badgers fan too), this is all too sweet. And now 
Michigan State is in the College Football Playoff. I hope they win 
it all. 
The win has put the Packers at 8-4. With the Vikings losing on 
Sunday, both teams are now 8-4 but Green Bay currently 
owns tiebreaker, having beaten the Vikings in the one game 
they have played against each other so far. The two teams 

Miracle Continued...

Senior Spotlight: Senior of December
By Ameya Sanyal
Name: Anthony Chung

Favorite Class: 
AP Statistics/ AP 
Literature and 
Composition
Favorite Album: 
An Awesome 
Wave by alt-j 
or Melophobia 
by Cage the 
Elephant
Favorite Dessert: 

Ice-cream
Senior Year Schedule: 
French 4, AP Literature and 
Composition, AP Physics II, 
AP Statistics, Introduction to 
International relations at UW-
Madison
Hobby: Driving
Tell us something interesting: I 
hate the texture of mushrooms 
with a burning passion. 
Tell us a secret: One time, 
a friend and I were talking 
and driving around town, but 
we lost track of where we 
were going. We ended up in 
Springfield, Illinois. 
What are you most excited 
for during your senior year?: 
My last season of debate! 
Debate has easily been one 
of my favorite high school 
experiences, so I’m sad for it 
to end. I really love how close 
the team has become – I’m 
optimistic for what we can 
achieve. I’m also looking 
forward to more Student 
Senate meetings; this year 
we’ve certainly positively 
progressed. 
Where can we find you at 
lunch?: Either at UW-Madison 
or in Ms. Fitz’s room.
What motivates you?: Religion 
and a compulsion towards 
fighting inequality. 
What clubs are you in and 
how have they changed 
you?: Debate has really been 
an eye-opener for me. The 
study of so many controversial 
current events has had me 
learning about the prison-
industrial complex to UN 
peacekeeping in Africa, and 
because of it, I’ve gained a 
more global perspective on 
inequality and conflict. 
How do you find time to 
relax?: I don’t.
How do you manage your 

Memorial’s Amazing School Heating System
Satire By Kelly Wu 
 As the frigid, below zero 
shiver-worthy temperatures 
come upon us, Memorial’s 
amazing, cutting edge 
heating system never fails to 
amaze students with its great 
powers. Not only does it heat 
various rooms in the school to 
be at different temperatures 
in order to create a diverse, 
exciting environment variation, 
(the Chemistry room features 
a fantastic realistic arctic 
experience) but sometimes 
it works extra hard and gives 
us a great surprise-such as 
a school-wide 100 degree 
sauna-created to mimic the 
Sahara desert for educational 
studying purposes.  
 Unfortunately, this sauna 
occurred over a weekend 
due to a miscalculation in 
the state-of-the-art heating 
system’s astrological earth-
orbit calculators, but the 
melted tape and fallen 
posters still can teach students 
about the great, amazing 
Sahara environment. It’s a 
pity that places like Olsen or 
Middleton don’t have heating 
systems like us. The poor 
students don’t get a unique 
chance to experience varied 
environments like we do. 
Instead, they resort to reading 
about them in books and 
trying to imagine the hot or the 
cold in their minds as best they 
can. I just wonder what it must 
be like to be them...

time?: Poorly.
Any advice for future 
students?: Manage your time 
well. 



5) My husband of almost 38 years. He relentlessly supports & 
encourages me in my daily ups & downs & he truly accepts me 
as ME.
6) 24/7 Friends. I am grateful for these friends because they’ll 
stop everything, no matter the time of day or night, to help in 
times of need. They are a solid support system. 
7) Children. My best gift E.V.E.R.!
8) Faith. My basic core values that are ever in my “blood” 
helping me to make the “right” decisions.
9) JMM students. They support the truth that there is hope for 
the future.    
10) I am thankful to have the financial means to help others less 
fortunate.
11) Seasonal changes. These allow me to both see & feel the 
passing of time. Each individual season allows me the chance 
to evaluate what it is that makes the season important to me.
12) Every day is a gift. Having almost lost my most valuable 
partner in this life, has helped me to realize how fragile & how 
precious life is. Knowing that what’s so easily taken for granted 
can be lost so unexpectedly, has allowed me to view each 
day through new eyes. I am able to choose what’s important & 
what’s not. “Don’t sweat the small stuff” is a good motto.

Illegal Immigration is a 
Complex Moral Issue

By Amit Rajesh
 In this country, there are more 11 million undocumented 
immigrants. To put that in perspective, that’s about 3.7% of 
the whole US population, and about twenty-two times the 
population of Madison. That’s a lot of people. Currently, there is 
a big debate in Congress about what to do with all these illegal 
immigrants. One idea is to simply deport these people, saying 
that they steal American jobs, avoid taxes and put a burden on 
the American people and economy. Although some of us may 
agree with the deportation sentiment, many illegal immigrants 
deserve our sympathy.  
 To understand why, you must step in the the shoes of a 
typical illegal immigrant. They had to leave their home, their 
family, their culture, in hope for a better life. They may have 
been running from war or an oppressive government. This is 
the case for many refugees piling into Europe today. On top 
of that, they had to endure what must have been a risky and 
very dangerous journey to the country of their destination, 
something that legal immigrants get to avoid. Because these 
people are arriving without proper papers, they usually have to 
find alternative, more treacherous routes to their country than 
their legal counterparts. 
 One of the most common things that illegal immigrants 
do is they pay smugglers to put them in boats and sail to their 
country before getting off. The boats are usually packed to the 
brim and aren’t very stable or safe. In a storm or tidal wave, 
these boats could easily be destroyed, killing most if not all on 
board. 
 Even if they survive that and get past border security, and  
finally arrive at their destination country, more problems still 
await them. Because they aren’t citizens, they will lack many of 
the benefits and job opportunities that come with citizenship. 
They will end up occupying much lower job occupations than 
natives or legal immigrants. Yet they still will pay some taxes. 
Yes, contrary to popular belief, illegal immigrants do pay state 
and local taxes, and sometimes Federal income taxes, using 
fake Social Security numbers, and don’t receive any benefits 
that come with it. They will also be treated as second class 
people in the new country, and continuously run the risk of 
being caught and deported back home.
All together, that’s a lot of hardship these illegal immigrants 
must endure. Yet so many do it on a daily basis. These people 
are willing to risk everything to come to a new country, for a 
better future. Think about it. Can you imagine just how bad 
things must be in their country?
Consider the history of our country. If we apply the standards 
of today, the European immigrants that came here hundreds 
of years ago were not legal either. Our ‘native’ population 
is composed of mostly immigrants from a long time ago. Our 
‘native’ population has clearly enjoyed the fruits of open border 
and made the US the greatest country on Earth.
One of our nation’s greatest symbols is the Statue of Liberty that 
is rightfully a beacon of hope for the oppressed people in other, 
less fortunate parts of the world.  It is true that a few illegal 
immigrants come to the US and engage in violence or other 
criminal activities, and they deserve the punishment that they 
get.  But most illegal immigrants come here to get a better life. 
We should treat them in a humane way. 

Thankfulness
“Feeling gratitude and not expressing it is like wrapping a 
present and not giving it.” –William Arthur Ward 
During the week of Thanksgiving Mr. Schlitz challenged the staff 
to write down 12 things that they were thankful for, in rank order 
to truly identify gratitude and passion. He listed his and the 
Sword and Shield collected a few more...
From Jeremy Schlitz--
12. My AD colleagues and professional organization - I have 
been lucky enough to find many mentors and resources that 
have become true friends through the connection of being 
an AD and the juggling of sand that it some times is, it makes it 
easy to be passionate about my job.
11. My parents - Would not be who I am or where I am without 
their guidance from Day 1 as shining examples as both 
educators and altruistic givers to their community and family. 
10. Good food - My artistic competence and appreciation 
medium.  Love to cook and most importantly eat wonderful 
things.  Nothing better than a good meal with good people or 
the satisfaction of creating something that is immediately able 
to be enjoyed by myself and others. The biggest beneficiary 
of my philosophy to not save for things but to jump on 
opportunities and experiences.
9. My office candy dish - I hope it is not the only reason people 
come to visit my office but if it is, I am entirely grateful for the 
candy that causes so many conversations, jokes, drop ins, and 
can make somebodies day better when I can’t
8. My assistant, Kelsey - For anticipating what I need to get 
done, trudging through difficult tasks with a great sense of 
humor, trying to keep me on time, reminding me to be selfish 
occasionally, teaching me the ways of Disney, being a 
sounding board for our student-athletes, coaches, event staff, 
giving me the piece of mind that I know tasks will be taken care 
of and taking it off my plate completely. 
7. My long term staff - Especially those that have been Spartans 
as long or longer than me and have helped shape what being 
a Spartan means: Peggi, Kope, Pam, Matt, Jay, Steve, Joe F., 
Joe K., Grainger, PJ, Casey, Voss, Sally, Tim, Kara, Kevin, Judy, 
Deb, Mike, Sally, Matt Gray, Tammy, Dawn, Jon
6. The scoreboard project finally being completed - One of 
the first steps of big picture projects coming to fruition since I 
stepped in to this role and making it easy to keep fighting for 
the big things.
5.  Winnie’s grandma/daycare provider - so nice to be able 
to drop off my daughter with someone that loves her and 
understands that an AD’s schedule some time makes me not 
the most reliable schedule keeper and helping me maximize 
time with my daughter. 
4. Vacations - Being able to tune out, take time to reflect, and 
create memories.
3. My student-athletes - They always keep me on my toes, keep 
me learning new things, show my daughter so many things - 
no one else has been to practices of 16 different sports by 6.5 
months and loved everyone. They represent The Spartan brand 
in a way that makes me so proud.
2.  My wife - The number of reasons it is not easy to be the 
partner of on AD and let alone a  competitive and obsessive 
perfectionist (at times) alone should earn her any accolade 
but also being a school counselor and reminding me about the 
other parts of being an educator.  She is a partner for me in all 
things and I am forever grateful for the measurable support but 
also the unintended and immeasurable guidance she gives me.
1. My daughter Winnie - her smiles and ability to brighten others 
day with her presence is an inspiration. I am so lucky that she 
loves being my assistant AD and coming to see our teams and 
coaches daily. (also for getting me up super early today and 
falling back to sleep so I had time to do this) 

From Sherry Lucille-
1. God
2. Family
3. The desire and ability to help others
4. Food, shelter and lots of clean water
5. The pursuit of happiness
6. The ability to move
7. The earth: oceans and sunshine
8. Swimming
9. Free thought
10. Free expression 
11. The ability to write
12. Really good friends
3-12 are randomly ordered :) Thanks

From Deb Koloske--
There are LOTS of things to be thankful for on a daily basis 
however, I’ll try to highlight some of the most important things 
for me.
1) Family is the most important thing for me. Out of a rocky 
background, came a bond that can’t be broken. One that is 
shared by my sisters & I. We have always been there for each 
other & we continue to be there for each other.
2) My colleagues. They make getting out of bed in the morning 
worth the effort.
3) A sense of humor. Without humor, I’m not sure that life can 
be in balance. 
4)The next generation~Grandchildren. What a very special gift 
they are.



Tips for Gift Giving
By Maryann Rehani
 This time of year is crazy for just about 
everyone. One of the things that causes the most 
stress for me is trying to figure out what to buy for 
all of the people I’m close to. After some strategic 
shopping and a lot of planning, I’ve found some 
good tips and tricks to make it through the gift-giving 
season! 
 It’s the thought that counts. One of the most 
common mistakes that I see during the holidays is 
people trying to find more extravagant, less personal 
gifts. Nine out of ten times, your loved ones will 
prefer a small, well thought out gift to an overpriced, 
impersonal present. 
 No, you don’t need the card. As if present 
buying isn’t crazy enough, trying to find the perfect 
card can be virtually impossible. You’ve got to get 
the perfect combination of humor and sincerity, 
making it that much more difficult. 
 Spring for the nice packaging. There are lots of 
inexpensive, classy bags out there. Places like target, 
the dollar tree, and party city always have nice 
options. It’s not hard to stuff some tissue paper into 
a nice bag along with the present-and it looks way 
nicer!
 Don’t be afraid to put in a box. Trying to wrap 
a toy for your little sibling? Don’t try to get wrapping 
paper around it. It’ll look sloppy and forced. Instead, 
try asking for a gift box at the store you’re shopping 
at or putting it in a nice bag. 
 Don’t give gag gifts alone. Receiving a t-shirt 
you’d never wear with a weird design or a toy you’ve 
been joking about with your friends can be fun as 
long as that’s not the only gift you get. If you’re 
planning on getting someone a gift with a funny story 
behind it, make sure that you pair it with something 
they’re actually going to want. 
 Get the gift receipt. There’s nothing worse 
than getting a shirt that you like that’s the wrong size 
or a vase that’s the wrong color. (Or a flat out ugly 
gift.) Gift receipts solve all of these problems as you 
know exactly what store it was purchased from and 
you can exchange/return it and get something that 
better fits your needs.
 Don’t underestimate a simple letter. If you’re 
on a tight budget or just can’t figure out what to get 
for someone close to you, try writing a letter. Tell them 
about the ways they’ve impacted you and helped 
you succeed. They show thoughtfulness and they tell 
the person just how much they mean to you. 
  Still stumped? Ask 
around! See what other people 
are getting for someone. Put 
yourself in their shoes. Imagine 
what they’d want. At the end of 
the day, as long as you’ve put 
ample thought into your gifts, the 
recipients should love whatever 
you do! 

Help your student take their 
first steps to smarter money 
with a little help from  
Summit Credit Union. 

Now, without even leaving school, 
your student can get: 

• FREE student-friendly checking account1

With no minimum balance and no fees.
• Savings account2

• FREE lunch ‘n’ learns — They’ll get easy-to-understand
presentations on things like managing their money, saving
to buy a car, debit and credit cards and budgeting.

• FREE access to FoolProof — Summit’s online financial
tool for students.

• FREE information — We’re happy to answer their questions
about money.

SummitCreditUnion.com
608-243-5000 | 800-236-5560

  Federally insured by NCUA

1 Free Student Checking: Minimum to open $25. 2 Primary Savings: Minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY) as of 9/1/15 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. New members 
only. 3 $10 cash bonus will be deposited to your account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable 
income and are subject to 1099 tax reporting. Offer good through 12/21/2015.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

OPEN A STUDENT FREE CHECKING 
OR SAVINGS ACCOUNT

GET $10 DEPOSITED TO YOUR ACCOUNT3

REFER A FRIEND — GET AN ADDITIONAL $103

SETTING UP AN ACCOUNT IS FAST AND EASY
Students need to know their Social Security  

number — be sure to emphasize how important  
it is NOT to lose or share this number! 

It only takes about 5 minutes!

- and -

 

l  

Inside 66 West Towne Mall 

Between Dick’s Sporting Goods and Sears 

10% Discount if you show your school ID 

 

 

Find us and like Capitol Café on Facebook! 

 

 

 

 


