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HELLO SPARTANS,
Thanksgiving is done, and winter break is coming up. Holiday 
season, christmas music, frantic shopping, and lots of family visits 
are all on the horizon. 
   Winter is also officially here, so that means a lot of us 
are going to get sick. Nonetheless, we can make the flu 
season bearable if we all do our best to be clean and hy-
gienic around others. 
   2017 is coming to a close. This year, like every other 
year, has gone by much faster than expected, and has 
been action-packed. And while most of us are desperately 
waiting for Christmas break, but don’t forget about finals 
right after that. Our first semester grades will be finalized 
in the end of January, so if you need to boost your grades, 
do it now, don’t wait.
   Happy holidays everyone! Let’s end 2017 the right way.

 

AMIT RAJESH
News Editor
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STUDENT LIFE
FINALS ADVICE FROM A 
SEASONED SENIOR
By Audrianna Wu

     It’s only December, but before you know it, the end of the semester will 
be here and with it, the semester exams. With winter break coming up, it 
may seem too early to begin thinking about these exams, but here are some 
things to keep in mind:
     1. Start studying early- Even if you only study a little bit each day, 
breaking up your studying into portions will help you prepare for the final- 
and keep you from cramming an entire semester’s worth of material into 
the night before the test! 
     2. Get a study group together- Group studying gives you the 
opportunity to discuss materials and go over areas you are confused about. 
Studying with friends can be fun, but make sure you stay on track!
     3. Plan ahead- Look over the material ahead of time so you have time 
to ask questions and clarify things you are not sure about. Many teachers 
hold study sessions or set aside time for questions; make sure your take 
advantage of these! Planning ahead will also help you balance studying with 
other activities- especially with winter break coming up. This way, you will 
be much more relaxed.
     4. Be smart- Calculate the grades you’ll need in each class to get the letter 
grade you want. Spend more time on the finals you need a higher grade on!
     Hopefully with all the preparation and planning ahead, finals week will 
be a breeze!
     Good luck!

TUESDAY, January 16

WEDNESDAY, January 17

THURSDAY, January 18

FRIDAY, January 19

Period 5 Exam 8:30am - 10am
Period 6 Exam 10:15am - 11:45am
Rescheduled Exam 12:30pm - 2pm

Period 7 Exam 8:30am - 10am
Period 1 Exam 10:15am - 11:45am
Rescheduled Exam 12:30pm - 2pm

Period 2 Exam 8:30am - 10am
Period 3 Exam 10:15am - 11:45am
Rescheduled Exam 12:30pm - 2pm

Period 4 Exam 8:30am - 10am
Rescheduled Exam 10:15am - 11:45am

FINALS SCHEDULE
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SPARTAN YOUTH 
SERVICE 
NOVEMBER RE-
CAP
By Devika Kamath

     Spartan Youth Service has had a 
wonderful past month volunteering at 
Badger Bots, the Olson Book Fair, Cat 
Care, Thanksgiving turkey drive, Or-
chard Ridge Library Help, Bell Ringing, 
and many other places! Do any of these 
events sound interesting to you? Come 
join Spartan Youth Service to sign up 
for lots of fun events. We are Memo-
rial’s largest volunteering club and we 
meet every Wednesday in the Wisconsin 
Neighborhood after school. We hope 
to see you there! For more updates and 
information follow us on Instagram @
JMM.SYS and Facebook @ JMM SYS. 
     The Spartan Green and Seniors com-
mittees will be having a chocolate fund-
raiser on December 14th before and after 
school to raise money for the Alzheimer’s 
Association and the Clean Lakes Alli-
ance. Come buy a cup of warm pumpkin 
hot chocolate, with optional toppings 
like whipped cream and chocolate sauce 
included. Treats will be $1 each and will 
include chocolaet-covered cheesecake, 
chocolate-covered pretzels, and choco-
laet-covered brownies. In the afternoon 
there will also be a chocolate fountain 
with skewers of fruit for dipping!

ORCHESTRA 
RECAP
By Davis Hardy

     On October 17th Ms. Jenkins, the Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Concert Orchestra performed pieces of 
music in the Buchhauser Auditorium. First on the stage was the Philharmonic Orchestra, which played Ethnic 
Variations by Peter Tchaikovsky, Symphony No.1 in D (Movement II) by Gustav Mahler, Themes from the 
Unfinished Symphony by Franz Schubert, and Folk Tune and Fiddle Dance by Percy Fletcher. Later that night 
the Concert Orchestra played Overture to Lucio Sillo by Mozart, Midnight Tango by William Pordon, and 
the African American Spiritual, Swing Low, Sweet Chariot. Thanks to Ms. Jenkins for conducting the whole 
performance. 
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SHAB-E YALDA
By Sara Sheibani

     In December, many people are reminded of the holidays, gifts, 
snow, and winter break; however, very few may think of the 
Winter Solstice. The Winter Solstice, the longest night of the 
year, marks the beginning of the winter season and is also the day 
of the Persian holiday Shab-e Yalda. This holiday has been cele-
brated by Persians for centuries; it traditionally starts in winter, 
when the days start to become longer than the nights, and cel-
ebrates both the arrival of winter and the victory of light over 
darkness. Though not very well known, Shab-e Yalda is celebrated 
similar to other winter holidays, bringing people together during 
the cold weather. It is celebrated throughout the long night, with 
participants enjoying time, sharing stories, and eating with family 
and friends. Fruits like watermelons and pomegranates are often a 
staple food, along with nuts and hot tea. 
     This Persian holiday has been around for a very long time and 
has been adapted to the ever-changing culture of Persians in the 
modern world. However, it still stands as a traditional holiday 
marked by an annual night of happiness and memorable times 
with loved ones.  

CURTAINS
By Evanka Annyapu and Leah 

Vredenbregt

     As winter comes to Wisconsin, so does Memorial Theater 
Company’s annual musical. This year, MTC is excited to an-
nounce the musical, Curtains, a story that follows a Boston 
theater company’s attempt to improve their failed production of 
“Robin Hood” after their miserable leading lady Jessica, played 
by talented senior Chloe Baumbach, dies. But wait, she was 
murdered! Now, everyone involved in the show is a suspect to 
detective Frank Cioffi, brought to life by senior Malcolm Buisch. 
During his investigation, he falls in love with both their pro-
duction of  “Robin Hood,” and with actress Niki Harris, which is 
sophomore Leah Metzger’s first leading role with MTC.
     Curtains will be led by our new drama director who put on a 
successful fall play at Memorial, Katrina Brunner and our music 
director, Jamie Pitt. As rehearsals are beginning for the cast of 
Curtains, you still have an opportunity to help out! The techni-
cal director for MTC will be organizing crew dates for students 
to come in and work on set construction, and put together 
sound and light equipment for the show. Other tasks include 
painting, costumes and makeup. To find more information, 
come to Theater 300 Tuesdays right after school! Don’t miss 
out!

SHOW DATES 

are 

FEBRUARY 
2, 3, 9, & 10
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You’ve got dreams and goals. Summit Credit Union is here to help 
you achieve them with a Student Free Checking or savings account. 

Open an account at Summit and get a free debit card. Plus, free 
mobile everything! 
 • Check your balance on the go
 • Deposit checks with mobile deposit 
 • Pay with your phone through Apple Pay

And, if you open a Student Free Checking or savings account 
by March 16, you’ll get a $10 gift card to Taco Bell, Culver’s or 
Noodles & Company!3

STOP BY SUMMIT, RIGHT IN YOUR SCHOOL, TO OPEN AN ACCOUNT TODAY!

OPEN A  

STUDENT FREE CHECKING1 
OR SAVINGS2 ACCOUNT

and get 

free 
lunch!3

Federally insured by NCUA. New members only. Offer valid until 3/16/2018. 1 Minimum to open a Student Free Checking account is $25. Student Free Checking 
requires a primary savings account. 2 Primary savings: minimum to open is $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) as of 12/1/2017 is 0.10%. Rate may change at 
any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. 3 Gift card will be distributed at account opening while supplies last. © Summit Credit Union 2017.

GET  

FrEE 
LUNCH 

today 

FROM SUMMIT
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NEWS

THE EPIDEMIC OF 
SEXUAL HARASSMENT
By Maggie Di Sanza

     Sexual violence and misconduct is a topic that has 
dominated the news lately. There has been a flood of 
sexual assault allegations coming out of the Hollywood 
entertainment industry. These allegations range from 
inappropriate behavior, to forced sexual misconduct 
and rape. Of course, people in prominent positions 
in society have faced these claims before, but many 
accusations have opened the floodgates, and sparked 
international conversations where many political lead-
ers of differing beliefs have begun to ask the questions: 
Is this turning into an epidemic? What caused these 
behaviors? What should we do about it? 
     The story that has been inspiring many others to 
come out with their stories was that of Harvey Wein-
stein. Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein has been 
accused by dozens of women of sexual harassment, 
assault and rape. His alleged victims were usually those 
who he knew through work, including actors and pro-
duction assistants. After women came out about what 
crimes he had committed, he was fired by the Wein-
stein Co. and expelled from various professional guilds. 
Currently under investigation by police departments 
in New York, London, Beverly Hills and Los Angeles, 
Weinstein denies all allegations of rape; however, he 
has apologized for causing “a lot of pain” with “the way 
I’ve behaved with colleagues in the past.”
     On the grounds that Harvey Weinstein’s case is be-

ing taken seriously and dealt with professionally, many 
other victims have come out explaining their stories 
pertaining to harassment by a person in the media. 
These accusations spread across all forms of media, 
from entertainment, to sports, to political commenta-
tors. Celebrity chef John Besh was accused by 25 wom-
en of sexual harassment, forcing him to face charges 
and step down from the company he founded; come-
dian Louis C.K. has admitted to sexually assaulting five 
women, canceling the planned release of his new film. 
The director and produced Gary Goddard was accused 
by a man of sexually molesting him when he was 12 
years old. The actor Dustin Hoffman was accused and 
admitted to sexually harassing a woman when she was 
17 years old. Showrunner Andrew Kreisberg was ac-
cused by 19 women of sexual harassment and inappro-
priate touching. The Pixar and Disney Animation chief 
John Lasseter has been accused by several women of 
unwanted touching, leading him to take a break from 
his position. Even the incredibly famous actor Kevin 
Spacey has been accused by at least 24 men of sexual 
misconduct, and as a result has been fired from “House 
of Cards.” Writer and director James Toback was also 
accused by hundreds of women of sexual harassment. 
     Many men in publishing and business have also had 
claims come out against them; Billboard magazine ex-
ecutive Stephen Blackwell was accused of sexual assault 
by one women, and consequently has resigned from 
the magazine. Journalist Mark Halperin was accused 
of harassing about 12 women while at ABC News; his 
book contract has been terminated and he has been 
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fired from his job at NBC News. NPR News chief Mi-
chael Oreskes was accused of inappropriate behavior 
by at least four women while at the New York Times; 
NPR fired him. PBS and CBS host Charlie Rose was 
accused by several women of unwanted sexual ad-
vances, groping and grabbing women. 
     Men involved in politics have been proven guilty 
as well; Florida Democratic Party Chairman Stephen 
Bittel was accused of sexually inappropriate com-
ments and behavior towards a number of women. 
United States Representative John Conyers was 
accused of sexual harassment towards staffers in his 
office. Kentucky House Speaker Jeff Hoover even 
stepped down as speaker last month after news sur-
faced that he had a settled sexual harassment claim 
from a GOP caucus staffer.  
     These incoming allegations and proven stories 
have led many people and political leaders to make 
claims and accusations of their own about the effect 
of these stories on the public. Some people are in-
credibly supportive of victims coming forward and 
sharing their stories, and they see it as another step in 
the right direction in terms of ensuring victims rights 
and advocacy. “Awareness about the widespread oc-
currence of sexual assault can only be a positive move 
forward to eliminating the rape culture that plagues 
society,” said Janine Phillips, the outreach and com-
munications specialist for the YWCA of the Mohawk 
Valley. “Rape and sexual assault have been almost 
accepted or excused actions for as long as mankind 
has been recording history,” explains Phillips. 
     Given the national reach and popularity of this 
subject, this has put new pressures on political leaders 
to respond. President Donald Trump has condemned 
some of the accused, been more muted about others, 
and found himself again being asked about sexual 
harassment and misconduct allegations against him. 
     Despite the cause for these problems, most Amer-
icans can agree that this growing issue in media must 
be examined and  addressed  in order to provide 
recovery and healing for the victims, as well as fitting 
legal prosecution for perpetrators found guilty of 
these crimes.

Visit out website:
www.jmmswordandshield.com

IPHONE X
By Garret Kennedy

THE BASICS:

Price: $999 - $1,149
Screen Size: 5.8 inches 
diagonally
Storage: 64 or 256 
gigabytes
Battery Life: 12 hours 
of internet use
Camera: 12MP
Selfie Camera: 7MP

NEW FEATURES:

     Face ID: rather than unlocking your phone by scan-
ning your thumb, the iphone x scans your face. This 
takes a bit longer than a finger scan, but is more accu-
rate and secure (it can be fooled by twins).
     Animoji: this is a quirky new feature, because the ip-
hone x has such an advanced face scanner, you are able 
to turn a boring emoji into a talking emoji that moves 
with your face.
     No Home Button: since the entire front of the 
iphone x is screen, that means no more home button. 
Instead you swipe up from the bottom of the screen to 
access your homescreen. This means that rather than 
swiping up to access your control center you swipe 
down from the upper right corner of the phone.
     Notched Screen: the “full screen” on the front isn’t 
quite a full screen. Apple had to leave a portion for the 
selfie camera. This means there are two little bits of 
screen sticking up to the left and right of where your 
selfie camera is. Many apps haven’t developed anything 
for this bit of screen so it can look awkward, but most 
apps will probably remedy that soon.
     OLED Display: an OLED display on iphone x will 
save battery and make images appear even better than 
they already do.
     All Glass: the entire front and back of the iphone x 
are covered in glass. It has been claimed that iphone x 
is Apple’s most breakable iphone, so make sure to get a 
warranty!
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WHAT HAS PRESIDENT 
TRUMP DONE SO FAR IN 
OFFICE? 
By Maggie Di Sanza 

     If you followed previously President-elect Donald 
Trump’s campaign, you most likely noted plenty of 
promises that he and his administration made to po-
tential voters. While he made many promises, the most 
prominent and ‘buzz-worthy’ topics included his pledge 
to repeal the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare), to build 
a wall on the Mexican border, and suspend immigration 
from ‘terror-prone’ places. While he did vaguely outline 
how these items would be accomplished, some have 
been neglected, while some have been carried out or 
partially completed. 
     Immigration was probably the President’s signa-
ture issue during his campaign. So far, he has signed a 
number of executive orders, furthering the way towards 
completing his related campaign promises. One of his 
first orders declared that the United States would build 
and ‘impassable physical barrier’ along the Mexican 
border (which already has around 650 miles of fencing). 
His administration needs congressional approval for 
funding before construction can actually begin. Presi-
dent Trump also wanted to make great changes to our 
immigration policies; while he has yet to change these 
laws, he has signed two executive memos that instruct 
immigration officers to take a much ‘tougher’ approach 
towards enforcing existing measures. Furthermore, 
President Trump has launched a series of raids across 
the country searching for illegal immigrants. This 
change has not led to more deportations, and instead 
there is now a backlog of more than 600,000 cases 
awaiting final review by immigration judges. 
     President Donald Trump has also made a lot of 
changes to the defense system in the United States. 
Since he has become president, he requested that the 
Defense Department secretary create a preliminary draft 
of a plan to defeat ISIS, despite his reticence to discuss 
this subject during the campaign. Trump has also sought 
money to rebuild what he has referred to as a “depleted 
military.” He requested an additional $54 billion to go 
towards the military in order to ‘end the defense se-
quester.’ On an international scale, Trump has not been 
shy when fulfilling his promise to get NATO allies to 
increase their defense spending. He has highlighted this 
issue in meetings with Jens Stoltenberg (the NATO sec-
retary) and with Angela Merkel (German Chancellor). 

      President Donald Trump made many accusations 
and claims that he would immediately end Obamacare. 
After failing to pass legislature in the Senate, his posi-
tion on Obamacare has wavered from him saying that 
he would  like to abolish it completely, to explaining 
that he would make significant changes, to requesting 
that Congress start from scratch. Since this congres-
sional failure, he has not made any statements or ac-
complished anything relating to repealing or replacing 
Obamacare. 
     Of course, President Trump has accomplished, men-
tioned, and stirred up controversy in many other aspects 
of his presidency related to the promises that he has 
made. Despite your own opinions on Donald Trump, 
there is no denying that he is one of the most controver-
sial presidents that the United States has had, endorsed 
and condemned by leaders of both political parties. 

NEW YORK MARATHON
By Kari Larsen

     The New York City Marathon on November 5th, 
2017 was one to remember. Many spectators were 
interested in how fast their favorite celebrities would 
finish the race. Some recognizable participants includ-
ed comedian Kevin Hart, singer Prince Royce, and 
Victoria’s Secret Angel Karlie Kloss.
     However, stealing the spotlight from all these very 
famous people was USA runner Shalane Flanagan. Fla-
nagan became the first U.S. woman to take first place 
in the New York City Marathon since Miki Gorman 
in 1977. Finishing in a time of 2 hours 26 minutes 
and 53 seconds (5:36 per mile pace), she beat Kenyan 
runner Mary Keitany by exactly 1 minute and 1 sec-
ond. Author of the #1 best selling cookbook Run Fast, 
Eat Slow, Shalane Flanagan stated in an interview that 
her training plan, as well as the food she eats to fuel all 
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THE WHAT, 
WHO, AND WHY 
OF THE RUSSIA 
PROBE
By Beatričė Naujalytė

     You’ve likely heard about the 
Trump-Russia investigation recent-
ly, also called the “Russia probe”. 
The purpose of this probe is to 
figure out whether the Trump cam-
paign colluded (had a secret agree-
ment, usually with illegal or harmful 
intentions) with Russia. There are 
a lot of names circulating the news 
channels, and it can get confusing. 
This is a small explanation of the 
basics of this investigation.
     During the 2016 presidential 
campaign, hackers used phishing 
e-mails (fake e-mails with links that 
aim to obtain personal information) 
to gain access to 50,000 of Clinton’s 
campaign chairman John Podesta’s 
e-mails. The hacking continued, and 
in total, more than 150,000 e-mails 
were stolen. Clinton commented 
that although the hacks may only 
have caused a marginal difference, 
the election was won by a marginal 
difference in the Electoral College. 
Shortly after, the CIA assessed that 

Russia had been behind the hacks 
in an attempt to help Trump’s 
campaign. Before he left the White 
House, former President Barack 
Obama’s administration issued sanc-
tions against Russia for their alleged 
hacking.
     James Comey was originally in 
charge of this investigation and he 
confirmed on March 20, 2017 that 
the FBI was looking into Russian 
involvement in the election. Donald 
Trump fired Comey on May 9th, 
2017, supposedly for his unsatisfac-
tory handling of the Hillary Clinton 
investigation, but it is suspected that 
Trump was becoming uncomfort-
able with the progress the Russia 
investigation was making. On May 
17th, 2017, former FBI director 
and one of the biggest names of the 
investigation, Robert Mueller, was 
appointed special prosecutor to look 
into Russia’s in-
volvement in the 
election. 
     On June 14th, 
2017, it was re-
ported that Muel-
ler was investi-
gating Trump for 
obstruction of 
justice. Mueller 
has interviewed 

many key figures in Trump’s cam-
paign. Among them: former White 
House chief of staff Reince Priebus, 
former White House press secretary 
Sean Spicer, former CIA director 
James Woolsey. 
     Charges were filed against former 
campaign chairman Paul Manafort 
and his business associate Rick Gates 
for money laundering, failure to 
disclose their financial assets, and 
false statements about their work in 
Ukrainian politics. The campaign’s 
foreign policy adviser George Papa-
dopoulos was also charged for lying 
to FBI agents about contact he had 
with Russians during the campaign. 
     As multiple connections between 
Trump’s campaign and Russia are 
discovered, Mueller continues to 
work on connecting the collection 
of secret meetings and communica-
tions in order to uncover the truth.

of her runs helped her with this victory, despite being 
injured for quite a long time.
      In the Men’s race, Kenyan runners Geoffrey Kam-
woror and Wilson Kipsang finished first and second, 
respectively, with Kamworor clocking a time of 2 
hours 10 minutes and 53 seconds. Kipsang was a mere 
three seconds behind Kamworor. 
     Overall, valiant efforts were put in by all the top 
runners at the New York City marathon. As for the ce-
lebrities, Kevin Hart finished in 4:05:06, Prince Royce 
came in at 4:39:30, and Karlie Kloss ran the marathon 
in 4:41:50. After such an action filled race this week-
end, runners all over the world are excited to see what 
next year’s New York Marathon holds in store.
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By Amit Rajesh

     1.) Trump: Since his inauguration on January 20th, 
President Trump has been the center of media atten-
tion all year. From his travel bans and Russia connec-
tions to his attack on NFL players and his infamous 
tweets, Trump has managed to make national news at 
least once every single day in 2017.

      2.) Mass shootings: On October 1st, Steven Pad-
dock killed 58 people at a Las Vegas music festival 
in the worst mass shooting in modern US history. 
Merely one month later, Deven Kelley killed 27 more 
in a church in Sutherland Springs, TX, including 14 
children. This was 2 out of the 397 shootings in this 
country alone this year.

     3.) Terrorism: Terrorist attacks have seen a large 
uptick in the last few years, and 2017 was not an ex-
ception. The majority of deadly attacks were confined 
to the Middle East this year, most notably the suicide 
truck bombing in Mogadishu and the recent Mosque 
shooting in Egypt, each attack killing at least 300 peo-
ple. On a positive note, however, 2017 was also the year 
where ISIS has been thoroughly defeated in Iraq and 
Syria, highlighted with the liberation of their capital, 
Raqqa, last month.

     4.) Natural disasters: The 2017 Atlantic hurricane 
season has been horrible. Of the 5 Category 3 or higher 
hurricanes this year, 3 of them made landfall in either 
the mainland US or Puerto Rico. Harvey heavily flood-
ed Houston, Irma left 6.2 million Floridians without 
power, and Maria has absolutely destroyed Puerto 
Rico and left most of the entire island without power. 
Beyond hurricanes, California also suffered from its 
worst wildfire ever in 2017, burning at least 245,000 
acres of land and 8,900 buildings, while also killing 43.

     5.) Sexual harassment: After the news broke that 
producer Harvey Weinstein allegedly sexually harassed 
countless women over multiple decades, many victims 
of sexual assault all around Hollywood decided to 
speak up, and big names such as Charlie Rose, Louis 
C.K., and Kevin Spacey are among the accused. This 
movement is massively shaking up both Hollywood 
and our society.

     6.) Opioid crisis: On August 10th, President Trump 
declared America’s opioid crisis a “national emer-
gency”. Close to 2 million Americans are addicted to 
opioids, and an estimated 59,000 died from opioid 
overdose in America in 2016. Recent studies show 
these numbers have only increased in 2017. It truly is 
an epidemic. 

     7.) Sports: In the NFL, the New England Patriots 
pulled off the greatest comeback in Super Bowl history 
against the Atlanta Falcons, erasing a 28-3 deficit in a 
little more than one quarter to win its 5th champion-
ship in 15 years. In the NBA, the Golden State War-
riors steamrolled through the entire league, going 16-1 
in the playoffs in route to their second title in three 
years. In the MLB, the Houston Astros won its first title 
ever in a thrilling 7 game series over the LA Dodgers.

     8.) Movies: 2017 was a great year for cinema, with 
blockbusters such as Wonder Woman, It, Justice 
League, and Dunkirk. The year will be capped off by 
the highly-anticipated Star Wars: The Last Jedi, which 
will likely break all box office records.

     9.) Zimbabwe: After a surprise military coup, 
Zimbabwe president Robert Mugabe finally resigned, 
ending his overall pretty terrible 37 year rule of the 
country.

      10.) Science: 2017 was a big year in science. Metal-
lic hydrogen was created for the first time, a Earth-like 
planet was discovered, the first human embryo was 
successfully genetically edited, and Google’s DeepMind 
has found a way for AI to learn and navigate through 
complex environments by its own.

“TOP 10 2017”
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

COCO REVIEW
By Naomi Wong 

   As Thanksgiving week came, many friends and families came 
together. Just like how we ate so many festive foods, Coco 
also had many different cultural foods. The movie Coco was 
wonderful. It showed a heart touching story about a young boy 
finding his true passion between his family and music. It rep-
resented the traditions of Mexico’s Día de los Muertos, a day 
where the past relatives can cross over and be with the family 
for one day. Pixar has shown this wonderful day with bright 
colors and animations like never before. This movie is definite-
ly a must watch!

THOR REVIEW
By Lauryn Anthony

In the newest Thor movie, the Asgardian becomes stranded on 
the other side of the universe after Hela, the goddess of death, 
rises from exile. In the new world, Thor is forced to com-
pete in a deathmatch with the Hulk. With the help of a drunk 
ex-Asgardian warrior (Tessa Thompson), the Hulk, and Thor’s 
brother Loki, Thor escapes back to Asgard to face Hela.
 The past Thor movies, directed by Kenneth Branagh 
and then Alan Taylor, took the story more seriously. Thor 
Ragnarok, on the other hand, has a much lighter and come-
dic tone. This switch comes from the movie’s director, Taika 
Waititi. Watiti is a New Zealand director known for smaller, 
independent projects. Two of his previous movies were What 
We Do In the Shadows, a mockumentary about vampire room-
mates, and Hunt for the Wilderpeople, a movie  about a boy 
and his foster father on the run from a manhunt in the New 
Zealand wilderness. Although Thor Ragnarok is the biggest 
movie Watiti has worked on, the New Zealander’s sense of 
humor and style was not lost.
 The shift to a more comedic tone makes Thor Ragnarok 
much more enjoyable than its predecessors. The world of the 
Thor movies is pretty odd, and this newest movie has fun with 
the weirdness, rather than taking it seriously. An added bonus 
to this change in tone is the film’s ability to show off Chris 
Hemsworth’s comedic abilities. Approaching Thor’s world 
differently makes Thor Ragnarok the definite best of the Thor 
movies.
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WEBCOMIC RECS AND REVIEWS
By Lauryn Anthony

   Many young artists have created webcomics to showcase their stories.
With the advantages of the internet, creators are able to make content that 
might not be made elsewhere. Many are created by and about women, peo-
ple of color, and LGBTQ+.
   Webcomics can also be a good place to start if you’re interested in reading 
comics. There are a wide variety of genres and art styles to try, and all free 
to read. Here are recommendations of just a few webcomics out there.

Blackwater by Ren and Jeanette

   Centering around the protagonists Eli and Tony, this webcomic is a series 
of short comics about the strange small town of Blackwater, Maine. There’s 
the typical high school drama, but also involves Tony and Eli exploring the 
supernatural mysteries of the town.
   Blackwater is spectacularly drawn by Jeanette, it’s amazing that she can 
always put out quality work and stay on schedule. Her lineart and compo-
sitions are so energetic and expressive. Also, the comic is co written by the 
two creators, who effortlessly combine the creepy supernatural elements 
and the high school plot. If you love Stranger things, Riverdale, or the 
Goonies you’ll likely enjoy Blackwater. 
   Read the webcomic here: https://blackwatercomic.tumblr.com/ 

Hark! A Vagrant! By Kate Beaton

   Beaton’s webcomic series are comedic comic strips on historical figures and 
classic novels. For example, one strip shows Nick Carraway from the Great 
Gatsby wondering why Gatsby is staring at the green light. The next panel 
cuts to Gatsby’s grimacing face, thinking, “I wish that green light didn’t give 
me seizures”. She also has a few that focus on superheroes and feminism.
   If you’re unsure about starting a webcomic with a long plot, Beaton’s comic 
strips are more for you. You can also 
physical copies of her work, as they have 
been published as the books, Hark! A 
Vagrant! and Step Aside, Pops. 
   Read the webcomic here: http://www.

harkavagrant.com/index.php 

Nimona by Noelle Stevenson

   One of the most successful webcomics, by one of the most successful web-
comic creators, Nimona is a fantasy about the reckless shapeshifter, Nimona, 
who is hired to be the sidekick to super villain Lord Ballister Blackheart. 
Soon, the two are forced to take action when they uncover the kingdom’s 
secret plans to control its citizens. 
   Once the webcomic was completed, it was published as a physical copy 
by HarperCollins. Since Nimona’s success, Stevenson has written for comic 
giants like Marvel and co-created the popular YA comic series Lumberjanes. 
And Recently, it was announced that 20th Century Fox has bought the film 
rights to make an animated movie based on Nimona.
   Read the webcomic here: https://gingerhaze.com/nimona/comic/page-1 
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BEST AND WORST OF OCTOBER SNL
By Beatričė Naujalytė

BEST: THE PRICE IS RIGHT CELEBRITY 
EDITION

WORST: THE BABY STEP

“Welcome back to the favorite show of people who are 
in between jobs - hang in there!” Joining the players 
are Lil Wayne, Tilda Swinton, Chris Hemsworth, and 
Bernie Sanders (played by Larry David). Even post-elec-
tion, his sour attitude remains the same: “This show is a 
travesty - consumerism disguised as entertainment.” My 
favorite character was Cecily Strong as Sofia Vergara 
introducing the prizes. Her over the top accent, laugh, 
and gestures are the highlight of this sketch.

TIFFANY HADDISH: I had never heard of Tiffany 
Haddish before but was excited to hear that she was 
the first black female stand-up comedian to host the 
show. Her monologue found the energy that David’s 
lacked. She commented on the mystery of net worth 
(“I ain’t seen this money, where is this 2 million 
dollars? What do I gotta do to get this 2 million 
dollars?”), ridiculed sexual harassers, and declared 
that she would never stop wearing her Alexander 
McQueen dress, no matter what her team says. 
     An honorable mention from this episode is my 
girl Cecily Strong as stressed out Claire from HR, 
quizzing Weekend Update anchor Colin Jost with 
stupid easy questions on sexual harassment in the 
workplace. “You’d be surprised at how many people 
get that wrong, could make you lose your damn 
mind!” she scream-laughs. The hilarious piece takes 
on a somber tone at the end. “But I’m sure I’ll be 
back next week and the week after that, forever and 
ever. Because all of this isn’t just a scandal, it didn’t 
just start last week, it’s just actual reality for half of 
the population.”

I had a hard time choosing a worst sketch, but I’m gonna 
go with this music video sketch because really the only 
funny part was Larry David’s disappointment with his cast 
members for writing such a stupid sketch and adamant-
ly refusing to wear a bonnet and participate in the new 
baby-themed dance. The actual music video part could have 
been cut down, but the production of it must have been too 
expensive to waste. I mean, they had dancers, costumes, 
huge sets, fancy lighting, professional-looking editing, the 
whole shebang. My only question is why? When Larry Da-
vid asks Kenan Thompson, “Come on! I can see Carl here 
doing it because it’s his first year, but you? I mean how long 
do you have to be here not to do this kind of stuff?” even he 
responds, “I wish I knew.”

“But I’m sure I’ll be back next 

week and the week after that, 

forever and ever. Because all 

of this isn’t just a scandal, it 

didn’t just start last week, it’s 

just actual reality for half of 

the population.”

DAVID LARRY: David’s monologue was boring and slow. The jokes were lackluster and he just didn’t bring the 
energy. Luckily, most of the sketches that night did. Notably, new cast member Heidi Gardner proved her im-
pressive acting chops with a scary accurate performance as every girlfriend in every boxing movie ever.
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WORST: MESSAGE FROM THE DNC

I’ll be honest, I didn’t know many of the celebrities 
portrayed in this sketch but that’s the beauty of this type 
of sketch. It’s so packed with impressions that everyone 
can find something to laugh at. Highlights for me were 
Pete Davidson as Eminem, pacing around the stage 
nervously, Leslie Jones as Oprah (“Today’s guest - Sim-
baaaa!”), and Aidy Bryant as an over-enthusiastic James 
Corden. 

Perhaps this sketch, poking fun at how disconnected the 
Democratic party is from the mainstream, would have been 
funnier to me if I better knew the politicians they did im-
pressions of. Mikey Day is funny as Tim Kaine, showing off 
his carefully pronounced Spanish phrases at every oppor-
tunity, and Kate McKinnon never fails as Hillary Clinton, 
especially with that drawn-out, forced laugh. However, the 
whole thing was just slow-moving and too long. Oh and 
they called Wisconsinites “mouth-breathers” *cries*.

BEST: LION KING AUDITIONS

CHANCE THE RAPPER: This was one of the best episodes I’ve seen in awhile. The majority of his mono-

logue was a song in which he tried to create a Thanksgiving classic on the level of Mariah Carey’s “All I 

Want for Christmas is You”. It was okay, but I would have preferred to hear him talk than do a cheesy song. 

WORST: MONOLOGUE

Here, Chance plays a sports announcer forced to cover 
a hockey game even though he knows as little about 
hockey as I do. “But hey, as they say in hockey… let’s do 
that hockey.” He puts in a good effort and tries to subtly 
end the conversation but the co-anchors keep pushing 
him to elaborate. “Now I wanna talk about this Rang-
er offense,” he prompts. “You should do that,” Chance 
quickly retorts. So much good writing in this sketch, 
and Chance executed it all just as well as a seasoned cast 
member would. Best sketch of the month.

This was actually a solid episode through and through. The 
only sketch I didn’t like, I can’t exactly write about in the 
school newspaper. So let’s just go with the less-than-stellar 
monologue and call it a day, okay?

BEST: SPORTS ANNOUNCER

Next month’s 

LINEUP:

12/2 - Saoirse Ronan + U2

12/9 - James Franco + SZA

12/16 - Kevin Hart + Foo Fighters
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DECEMBER ARTIST OF 
THE MONTH: 
LAURYN ANTHONY 
Submitted by Aly Rader

      I’ve been interested in art ever since I was little. 
I used to try to copy illustrations from Manga and 
Archie comics I owned. I never really took it very se-
riously until 
around sev-
enth grade. I 
had a French 
class with 
two friends 
of mine, one 
of who was 
more skilled 
than I was 
in art. The 
three of us 
would use 
whatever 
class time 
we could 
to draw on 
scrap pieces of paper and talk about drawing. Because 
of that my interest increased and I began to learn 
more about how I could improve. About a year later, 
my middle school had us take that careercruising job 
quiz, and although I’ve never heard of anyone that has 
figured out their future career through that, it did scare 
me into thinking about what I wanted to do with my 
life. Then a few days later I read something where they 
mentioned animation, and it hit me how perfect that 
would be for me. I’ve always loved movies and art, and 
animation seemed to combine those.
     Some of my favorite places for inspiration are mov-
ies and the artists I follow online. If I’m having a hard 
time coming up with ideas, scrolling through insta-
gram and tumblr can help. A few of my favorite artists 
right now are Glen Keane, Ken Anderson, Cory loftis, 
Cecile Carre, Sara Kipin, Sas Milledge, and Claire 
Hummel. I also always buy the concept art books for 
animated movies because I love to see the creative 
process.
     Something I want to work on is storytelling. I’m 
interested in working as a concept artist or on story-
boarding.
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HOROSCOPES
By Sam Bartkowiak

Libra (Sep 

23-Oct 22): 
It is fore-
casted that 
the majority 

of the planets are in the 
Southern sector of the 
horoscope and the House 
of Family is dominant. 
You have to attend to do-
mestic problems as well as 
psychological matters.

 Scorpio (Oct 

23-Nov 21):

You will 
find love in 
family circle 

or academic environment. 
You will be attracted to 
people with intellectual, 
communicative abilities or 
a generous, caring person.

Sagittarius 

(Nov 22-Dec 

21): Domes-
tic happi-
ness and 

emotional equilibrium 
are more essential than 
career development.You 
can direct your energies 
to enhance happiness in 
the family and work on 
your career with the right 
frame of mind.

Capricorn 

(Dec 22-Jan 

19): Indepen-
dence and 
bold actions 

will get you the results. 
You have the power to de-
cide what you want and to 
take action. Social charm 
is required, but not neces-
sary. There is no need to 
bend to the situations and 
people.

Aquarius 

(Jan 20-Feb 

18): The 2017 
December 
Aquarius 

zodiac predictions foretell 
that health will be much 
better this month with 
proper care. Health can be 
further improved by good 
exercise regimes.

Pisces (Feb 

19-March 

20): The De-
cember 2017 
Pisces horo-

scope foretells that love 
and money will be erratic 
but business prospects will 
be favorable.

Aries 

(March 

21-April 19): 

Career will 
be in the 
center stage 

this month for Aries. 
Domestic and emotional 
concerns are on the back 
burner in December 2017.

Taurus 

(April 20-

May 20): The 
2017 Decem-
ber Mercury 

retrograde will deal with 
the real meaning of life 
and death and your financ-
es. This month will bring 
clarity to spiritual and 
academic aspects of life.

Gemini (May 

21-June 20): 

Social grace 
will be neces-
sary to attain 

your goals. Consensus and 
collaboration are import-
ant and you have to be 
quite flexible to consider 
the interests of other 
people in the month of 
December 2017.

Cancer 

(June 21-

July 22): The 
December 

2017 monthly horoscopes 
forecast that you will have 
a dynamic social life this 
month. Single crabs will 
have many opportunities 
to form love relationships.

Leo (July 

23-Aug 22): 

Career will 
be import-
ant at times 

and family occupies your 
attention during other 
times. Progress should 
be based on feelings of 
happiness and comfort. 
You will be more inclined 
towards domestic issues 
and psychological con-
tentment.

Virgo (Aug 

23-Sep 22): 

Situations 
for the Vir-
go will dic-

tate the progress of your 
life and you will do well to 
allow things to happen at 
its own pace. Teamwork 
and compromise will be 
necessary this month as 
well.    
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MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS
By Evanka Annyapu

     Action every second, clues that leave viewers shocked, and lighting for an 
aesthetic eye, The Murder on the Orient Express is a movie that can either 
leave the audience in confusion or satisfaction. A depiction of the infamous 
murder mystery novel written by Agatha Christie follows the supposed-
to-be vacation of the detective Hercule Poirot. After he introduces himself: 
“my name is Hercule Poirot and I am probably the greatest detective in the 
world” the story quickly jumps into a whirlwind of a murder that takes place 
on the Orient Express. Not much more is known about the murder except 
a few clues and 12 stabs found in a passenger. By trying to avoid turning 
it into a case that could be blamed upon the owner of the Orient Express, 
Poirot takes the case into his own hands when the train comes to a halt 
when an avalanche strikes it. For a couple of days, stories behind 12 different 
passengers is revealed, jumping from one story to another. 
     For those that haven’t read the book, the clues can seem to be every-
where, failing to keep you interested. However, the stellar cast can easily 
keep your attention. From Kenneth Branagh playing Hercule Poirot with 
an extravagantly large moustache which he humorously takes care of before 
he goes to bed, to Johnny Depp, Daisy Ridley, Michelle Pfeiffer, Judi Dench, 
Penelope Cruz, Josh Gad, Leslie Odom Jr., Willem Dafoe, Lucy Boynton, 
Olivia Colman, Tom Bateman, Sergei Polunin, to Derek Jacobi playing the 
passengers. The movie failed to give a name-worthy role for how experi-
enced these actors are. Johnny Depp is onscreen for less than 20 minutes, 
who plays a role that can be well played by another other actor. It seemed 
as though the director wanted to get a hit out of a movie with named actors 
and a solid plotline. The movie lacked the cohesiveness for an audience who 
hasn’t read the book. Clues thrown around everywhere along the storyline, 
trying to keep track of the various characters, and action you couldn’t miss 
any second pressured viewers to keep their eyes on the screen. So, no time 
for concession breaks! 
     Murder on the Orient Express is a great movie for a lowkey weekend af-
ternoon. It’s also a movie to wait to pick up on DVD and watch at your own 
leisure. However, just go read the book before you watch the movie! 

HOLIDAY 
THEMED WORD 
SCRAMBLE
By Shruti Sathish

1.) MFYILA

2.) TRNSEEPS

3.) NMONESW

4.) TPIPNERPEM

5.) TCEBRAEEL

6.) NRTIOSDCEOA

7.) TIWREN

8.) SELNDCNA

9.) SOKIOEC

10.) GTSHLI
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SPORTS

WINTER OLYM-
PICS
By Naomi Wong

     As the winter olympic approaches, many ath-
letes finish small competitions as they prepare 
for the biggest games of their lives. 
     One of these small competitions is the Grand 
Prix for figure skating. The top 6 skaters from 
each category will compete in the Grand Prix 
Final, which is a good indicator of who may 
come out on top in the Olympics. The skaters 
on Team USA are Nathan Chen, Maia and Alex 
Shibutani, Adam Rippon, partners Madison 
Chock and Evan Bates, and partners Madison 
Hubbell and Zachary Donohue. Look out for 
these names in the Olympics!
     Even though we are only one month away 
from announcing USA’s Hockey Team for the 
Olympics, there are still uncertainty as to who 
will be on the roster. Like the skaters, the Men’s 
Team recently competed in a small competition- 
the Deutschland Cup in Germany. Both the 
Men’s and the Women’s teams are composed of 
college players, American Hockey Leaguers, as 
well as professionals.
     USA’s Skiing and Snowboarding Team has 
recently revealed their team uniforms, opting 
for a retro look by the snowboarding company 
Burton. During the Xfinity Killington Cup, and 
Ruka 2017, Team USA’s skiers did well, placing 
Mikaela Shiffrin, Sadie Bjornsen, Bryce Bennett 
and Andrew Weibrecht on the podium.
Be on the watch for other winter sports in the 
Olympics such as Speed Skating, Bobsledding, 
and Curling!

PREP PRO-
FILE:
LAURA MEY-
ER
By Ruchi Shah & Amisha Talati

Name: Laura Meyer
Year: Junior
Who are the captains this year?

Caitlin Murphy, Michelle Adler, and Daine Riggins.
Which team are you on? JV
How many years have you done gymnastics?

I did gymnastics for 4 years when I was younger, and I picked it 
up again once high school started. I have been doing gymnastics 
at Memorial for three years, and I plan on doing it my senior 
year too. 
What is your favorite thing about gymnastics?

My favorite thing about gymnastics is how there’s always some-
thing to improve on, or new skills to learn. The team is always 
super helpful with advice on how to get better..
Which event(s) do you participate in?

I compete in every event- vault, bars, beam, floor.
What is your best memory so far for this season?

My best memory so far was when I got all of my skills back so I 
could start to work on new skills. 
What are you most looking forward to this year?

I’m looking forward to the team sleepover after finals week, 
because everyone has a lot of fun and it’s a great chance to get to 
know your teammates even better.
Which school is your toughest opponent? West.
When are your biggest meets?

Our biggest meets are against West, on January 25th @ Memori-
al and conference @ Middleton, on February 17th. 
Do you have a pre-meet ritual?

The team has a spaghetti dinner the night before big meets.
Can you see a future in gymnastics?

I don’t see a future in gymnastics, because I just do gymnastics as 
a hobby.
What’s your favorite TV show?

My favorite TV shows are Riverdale and The Office.
Favorite food? Lasagna.
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Boys & Girls Cross Country

Seniors Joel Foster and Sydney 
Peterson both advanced to 
State.

Boys Football

The team advanced to the playoffs 
this year, and lost in the first round 
to eventual 2nd place finishers, Sun 
Prairie.

Girls Golf

Freshman Bridget McCarthy 
advanced to sectionals.

Boys Soccer

The team advanced to sec-
tionals, and faced a hard loss 
to Beloit Memorial in the first 
match.

Girls Volleyball

The team advanced to section-
als, beating Onalaska in the first 
match, then losing to Sun Prairie 
in the next match.

Girls Tennis

Junior Ingrid Goldstrand 
& Sophomore Grace Olson 
advanced to State for Singles, 
and Juniors Devika Kamath 
& Anna Hubbard advanced to 
State for Doubles.

Poms

They placed 5th place small varsity and 9th 
place overall at the Midwest tournament, 
and will be advancing to Nationals.

Cheer Team

JMM cheer attend-
ed a UCA camp 
over the summer, 
and has been work-
ing hard since their 
trip to nationals 
last Spring. They 
hope to return 
again this season.

FALL SPORT WRAP UP
By Lily Lowndes
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Girls Swimming

Seniors Natalie Donkle, Maia McKeon & Olivia Bloomer, Junior Allison Spielman, Sophomores 
Carly McKeon, Ella DeFever, Sophie Schmitz & Sammi Sheridan, and Freshman Kiara Bissen 
comprised the state team for girls swimming, where the team got 8th place overall!
1m Dives- 7th place, Natalie Donkle 
100yd Breaststroke- 15th place, Kiara Bissen 
50yd Freestyle- 8th place, Olivia Bloomer 
200yd Freestyle- 21st place, Carly McKeon 
100yd Freestyle- 9th place Olivia Bloomer, 16th place Ella DeFever & 19th place Allison Spielman
500yd Freestyle- 10th place Carly McKeon, 15th place Maia McKeon & 22nd place Sophie Schmitz
200yd Medley Relay- 7th place Allison Spielman, Kiara Bissen, Olivia Boomer & Ella DeFever,
200yd Freestyle Relay- 13th place Allison Spielman, Ella DeFever, Sammi Sheridan & Carly McKe-
on
400yd Freestyle Relay- 6th place Allison Spielman, Olivia Bloomer, Ella DeFever, & Carly McKeon

Boys Volleyball
They advanced to sectionals, beating Waukesha 
South in the first match, then subsequently lost to 
Middleton, who emerged sectional champions.

SKI TEAM
By Davis Hardy

   The JMM Ski and Snowboard Team is an alpine ski and snowboard racing team that is open to 
all grades. The ski team races on courses like the giant slalom and the slalom.  The snowboarding 
team races slalom, giant slalom, and boardercross. The ski racing team practices on Wednesday 
nights 6-8pm. Our season will start on January 8th with a giant slalom race at Tyrol Basin.
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OPINIONS

     College loans, once befalling the occasional student 
in the past, have become the norm in today's society; 
tuition for most four year institutions have risen in 
the past few years only at increasing rates.
     Even for the University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
tuition has risen from $5,866 for in-state residents in 
2004-05 (Source: Pat Schneider, The Capital Times) 
to almost double that today, with in-state residents 
paying $10,488 each year. These sticker prices often 
also do not cover other essential expenses, such as 
room and board, which doubles the price of attend-
ing UW-Madison by adding an additional $10,446 
(source: Collegedata.com).
     Many news companies and media giants are cur-
rently tackling the now relevant college tuition ques-
tion: are college loans worth the degree they earn? Yet 
I'm here to throw in a high school senior's perspective 
to the money mayhem debate about college debt.
     For us seniors, college and college debt are still 
mainly intangible. Sure, we have visited a couple of 
campuses, done some online research, and hyperven-

tilated a bit (or a lot) over impending college appli-
cation deadlines. But the physical idea of college still 
hasn't been unveiled to us. We haven't really experi-
enced life on campus, or the college class workload. 
And, because society has kept us in school (which is a 
good thing) and around parents, we don't really have 
any hands-on money experience beyond perhaps a 
part-time waitress job or working at Metcalfe's. This 
lack of extensive work experience is important. Basi-
cally, most of us haven't gained a real sense of money 
yet. I am not attempting to speak for all seniors in 
high school, nor do I assume that all households are 
like mine. But in my household, it's my parents who 
manage finances, who change insurance plans and pay 
healthcare bills. I only get the trickle-down issues, the 
ones they mention to me over dinner sometimes. So 
for all the debate going on around us about college 
loans, high school seniors don't really have an ade-
quate financial background for answering the ques-
tion definitively. We simply just don't really know 
what being in debt is like.

COLLEGE: IS IT WORTH IT?
By Kelly Wu
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     Nevertheless, we do have dreams and 
plans for the future, which I think allows  
me to form a rudimentary opinion on 
college worth. Some of us already know 
what we're going to study, and have a 
tentative future planned out (for me, it's a 
chemical engineer, working in the energy 
industry). And because we have these 
dreams, these pictures of what we want 
our future lives to be, I think we are still 
able to comment on student loans and 
the worth of college. College, for me, is 
something that's necessary in achieving 
my dream. Realistically speaking, I'll be 
employable for the job I want only if I 
get at least a B.S. degree in Chem E. And 
because I know what I want to do in the 
future, because I know the knowledge 
I'll need to use, I will take advantage of 
my college education. College is hard. I 
know. But the classes I'll be taking are 
important, and are key to my future. 
Sometimes, having context and a goal is 
critical motivation to working hard and 
making the most of your experiences. 
With a future in mind, or at least a 
passion, I believe seniors will be more 
likely to work hard in classes and take 
full advantage of the college education 
they're paying for. Just keep in mind, as 
you pick your university, to pick one that 
gives good financial aid, that doesn't put 
you in loans more than you think you'll 
be able to work out of within five years of 
getting a job afterwards.
     With all that's been said, my opinion 
about college loans and going to college is 
this: if you know what you want to do in 
the future, or at least know you will work 
hard in college and not just go for the 
social experience (though I'm not saying 
that part isn't important), then a college 
loan/college education will be worth it.
     So, seniors, if you want to take 
a fellow naive but well-intentioned 
high schooler's advice, do this: think 
realistically, but also remember to follow 
your dreams.

STRUGGLE IS ESSENTIAL TO 
HAPPINESS
By Shruti Sathish

     We all have stressful times in our lives, but there are days when 
the stress hits us harder than usual. Those are the days when we 
regret being involved in whatever is challenging us, and think to 
ourselves, “Life would be so much better if I didn’t have anything to 
worry about”. These were my exact thoughts last Thursday evening 
when I had a mountain of homework to do and three tests to study 
for. It didn’t help that parents were enjoying a TV show downstairs.
     As I was recently reading an article from the New York Times 
titled “Is Life Without Struggle Worth Living?”, I was taken aback 
by some of the words of the article’s author, Adam Etinson. I now 
realize that, as crazy as it sounds, struggle is essential to happiness.
     In the article, Etinson says, “There is something disconcertingly 
alien about a perfect world” and later elaborates with, “In movies 
and literature, for instance, our favorite protagonists tend to be 
flawed or troubled in some way.” 
     Bottom line: Perfection is virtually impossible. No one’s life is 
perfect. Everyone has things that happen in their lives that are unex-
pected, unideal, and just plain uncalled for. These imperfect things 
in our lives, which can be viewed as struggles, make us human. And 
I now believe that overcoming them is what makes us happy.
     If life was perfect and went the way we wanted it to, it would be 
great for some time, but  would soon get boring. That’s because a 
perfect, problem-free life... is not life. Life is a time to grow up, to 
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learn, and to mature into the in-
dividuals we were born to be. Life 
is full of challenges and struggles; 
that’s why people call it a journey. 
The struggles and hardships in our 
lives are what make the journey 
through the years worthwhile and 
interesting by adding curves and 
bumps to a seemingly smooth, flat, 
and frankly boring surface. When 
we overcome these challenges, we 
achieve true happiness because we 
have overcome something difficult 
and have achieved something we 
wanted.
     Now, this doesn’t mean that 
a person should challenge his/
herself and struggle to the point 
where he/she is debating his/her 
mental stability because he/she 
is  just so stressed out. That’s why 
there’s something called a healthy 
balance. Challenge yourself to a 
level you can handle, but don’t 
push yourself beyond your limit. 
You are the best judge of your 
capabilities, and you should always 
remember that your health and 
physical well being comes first. 
If those aren’t in check, then you 
can’t do anything you want to do.
     It’s a true fact that people who 
work the hardest and struggle 
the most tend to be the happiest. 
It’s similar to how poor people 
are many times happier than rich 
people. This is because all their 
hard work and the struggles they 
go through and conquer give them 
the feeling of unmatched pride, or 
true happiness.
     Now, next time you’re strug-
gling with something, instead of 
wishing for a life without strug-
gles, think about how proud of 
yourself you’d be if you overcame 
that struggle. Imagine that happi-
ness you would experience… it’s 
the first step to making it come 
true :)

MEL-CON EDITORIAL
By Anika Sanyal

     For those of you who are unfamiliar with the MEL-Con (Main Idea, 
Evidence, Link, and Conclusion) format, it is a structured writing template 
that all freshmen at Memorial are required to learn and use. While it is 
designed to encourage writing progression and teach us how to write a basic 
paragraph, there are many restrictions of what we can and cannot do that 
limit expression and creativity. Therefore, the MEL-Con format should not 
be a requirement. 
     I certainly don’t claim to be a writing expert, but as a freshman who 
loves to write, I can first handedly say that the MEL-Con format limits my 
creativity and expression in many ways. In almost all of the pieces of writing 

I’ve submitted 
this semester, 
I’ve been 
required to use 
the MEL-Con 
format. This 
is especially 
restricting 
because the 

majority of the pieces we’ve written so far in English have been opinion 
pieces, like the very one I’m writing right now. I love writing editorials and 
opinion pieces, however I find that when I’m using the MEL-Con format, 
a usually enjoyable process becomes long and tedious. Additionally, in my 
experience, it’s hard to express my opinion to the fullest extent when I’m 
given a list of things that I need to include in my writing. When I’m required 
to use phrases like “firstly,” and “the second reason …” my opinion simply does 
not come across strongly.
     For teens, writing serves as an outlet, a way to express our emotions and 
opinions non-verbally. Writing allows us to effectively say what absolutely 
needs to be said However, by requiring us to use a writing format, not only is 
our freedom of expression curtailed, but our creativity is restricted. Creativity 
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Should gerrymandering be banned? 
Two opinions:

is often stifled with the added pressure of writing within a given format. In fact, the MEL-Con format makes it 
near impossible to be truly creative with writing. Creativity is defined as “the use of the imagination or original 
ideas, especially in the production of an artistic work.” Mere variation is not creativity. True creativity stems from 
originality; yet is impossible to be original when you have already been provided with an outline and a structure. 
While I understand that this format can help students learn the basic form of an essay, how can we expect students 
to be creative if teachers give them the outline and the structure of their assignment? 
     MEL-Con format dictates that in order to conclude this editorial, I need to start off the sentence with “in 
conclusion,” or a similar phrase.  Clearly with this writing, I’ve broken that rule as well as a dozen other specificities 
that limit my creative expression. The MEL-Con format limits freedom of expression and makes creativity 
impossible, and consequently freshmen should not be required to use it. 

Some of the most controversial congressional districts in the country; District 4 of Illinois, District 11 of Georgia, District 4 

of Louisiana, and District 12 of North Carolina.
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WHY GERRYMANDERING 
NEEDS TO STAY
By Amit Rajesh

     Gerrymandering has become a very hot topic re-
cently, with Wisconsin’s electoral map being redrawn 
so badly that the Supreme Court has decided to step 
in. The Court’s decision likely will determine whether 
gerrymandering will stay legal or not. And right now, 
most people are hoping and expecting the latter to 
happen.
     For those who do not know, gerrymandering is the 
act of redrawing electoral districts so that one party 
has an advantage over the other in elections. At first, 
this seems indefensible. How is mischievous re-map-
ping ever a good thing? It can lead to the underrepre-
sentation of many groups, and can lead one party to 
win a state despite not being even close to winning the 
popular vote. 
     Yet looking from a practical standpoint, gerry-
mandering is actually not as bad as it sounds. In fact, 
it actually is necessary. Crazy as it sounds, gerryman-
dering should stay legal in this country. The best way 
to explain why is to take a hypothetical state and try 
dividing it into electoral districts.
     For this thought experiment, there are many 
options. One of them is to make the whole state one 
district. If we really wanted a representative democ-
racy, why not have each state as one district with 
multiple representative seats? The problem with this 
is that whichever party wins the majority in the state 
takes every single seat for Congress, leaving no voice 
for the minority. So making the state one district could 
be considered gerrymandering by the more popular 
party, because it puts them at an advantage. Let’s say 
districts are broken up into squares with equal area, 
evenly distributed across the state, with the number 
of seats of each district depending on the population 
in the square. Many things can go wrong here. If the 
population in the state is evenly distributed, then the 
majority party would win every single district again, 
making it gerrymandering. If the majority party is 
mainly confined to a small part of the state, it won’t 
get many districts and will lose many seats, making it 
gerrymandering again. If you try to split the state by 
race, religion, or other labels, not only could this be 
gerrymandering (if some races or religions have some 
statistical tendency to one party), but it also illegal.
     The point of this exercise is that there really is no 

 GERRYMANDERING 
SHOULD BE ILLEGAL
By Kelly Wu and Evanka Annyapu

    If you haven’t heard of gerrymandering, you haven’t 
realized that your right as a voter is heavily limited. A 
party in power can redraw district lines to have elections 
swing in their favor. Voters don’t have the opportunity 
to choose their representatives because the politicians 
in power get to choose the voters. Currently, gerryman-
dering is legal. But, if it takes away our right to vote for 
who we want without bias and instead manipulates our 
votes, is gerrymandering really legal? For the reason that 
gerrymandering takes away our right to a fair opinion, 
we believe that gerrymandering should become illegal.
     Take, for example, Florida’s districts 5 and 10, which 
were redrawn in 2010 at the same time as decennial U.S. 
Census. Although, according to the Los Angeles Times, 
in 2014 the number of registered Democrats was far larg-
er than that of Republicans- 17 Republicans controlled 
the state legislature over 10 Democrats. Florida’s citizens 
argued that the redistricting had unfairly favored Repub-
licans in political races whose outcomes were determined 
by the voter majority in each district. Since the districts 
had been redrawn, Republicans seemed to be holding a 
biased percentage of office positions. Thankfully, the law 
recognized this seeming blow to democracy, as in 2014, 
Leon County Circuit Judge Terry P. Lewis ruled that the 
state’s congressional district map was invalid. 
     Even more relevant is the example of Wisconsin’s 
skewed maps. According to The Washington Post, in 
November of 2016, a federal district court ruled that 
Wisconsin’s congressional districts were unconstitution-
ally gerrymandered to favor Republicans. Previously, dis-
tricts had been struck down due to discrimination against 
racial minorities, but now, with the polarization of poli-
tics such a hot topic in the government, bias against party 
voters has come into the spotlight. And the legal action 
taken against party gerrymandering is a rightful scrutiny, 
because voters are not given fair representation in the 
state. Our voices do not count as they should, in Ameri-
ca’s so called “one voice, one vote” model of democracy. 
Instead, one republican vote, with the right district lines, 
can outbalance ten democrat votes and give the house of 
representatives a biased Republican majority.
     Though opponents may argue that gerrymandering 
is just a natural process of Democracy, just the swing of 
the pendulum favoring Republicans and then Democrats, 
the issue still stands that it is very hard to get the pen-
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way to redraw districts without it technically being ger-
rymandering. If gerrymandering is illegal, it will become 
essentially impossible to ever redraw electoral districts 
again, which is not at all a good thing, as populations in 
states change and alter over time dramatically. 
     And for those who think that gerrymandering will 
destroy democracy, consider this: gerrymandering has 
been going on since the 1800s. Since then, Democrats 
and Republicans have shared power pretty evenly, and 
the ruling party alternates routinely in nearly every 
state. If gerrymandering is as bad for democracy as 
people claim, then our country should be much more 
partisan and divided than it is even today. 
     Yes, it may seem like a vile part of the political pro-
cess, but gerrymandering is wholly necessary for states 
and America to functionally properly as a democracy. 
It would not be wise for the Supreme Court to deem it 
illegal now.

dulum to swing back once it’s started the other way. If 
gerrymandered districts are allowed, then the Republi-
can majority in the house will continue to redistrict in 
ways that favor their party once the 2020 Census comes 
around, and then 2030, and so on. The issue with Ger-
rymandering is that it may stop the pendulum once and 
for all, keeping Republicans in control of the senate and 
the house in a way that may not reflect what their state’s 
overall voter opinions may be. 
     With political and ethical dilemmas, gerrymandering 
only leaves our country with more issues than it already 
has. Giving one party more power than the other party 
disrupts the right of democracy in our nation. The 
history of America lies with the idea of democracy and 
justice. The balance between the branches of govern-
ment gives the people the power to choose their rep-
resentatives. Gerrymandering limits that right. Hence, 
shouldn’t gerrymandering be illegal? 

Do we need more gun control? 
Two opinions:

A vigil was heald in Sutherland Springs for the shooting at First Baptist Church, in which 26 were killed.
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WHY ADDITIONAL GUN 
CONTROL IS NECESSARY
By Maggie Di Sanza

     After the recent shootings in the United States, the issue 
of gun control has been a divisive issue in the world of 
national politics. Recent events should shed light on how our 
current gun control systems are not working effectively and 
need to be drastically altered. Contrary to the views espoused 
by many political leaders in the country, I believe that  the 
only way to reduce gun deaths in America is to increase gun 
control. 
     The most common, and frankly most obvious, point used 
to defend gun control is the argument that an increase in 
gun control will reduce the amount of deaths caused by guns. 
Citizens who are unable to pass basic background checks 
have no business owning guns in the first place. In 2016, 
guns were the leading cause of death by homicide (70% of 
all homicides) and suicides (60% of all suicides). Firearms 
were the 12th leading cause of all deaths in the United 
States, topping liver disease, hypertension and Parkinson’s 
disease, as well as deaths from drowning, fire and machinery 
accidents. Even a study published in the American Journal 
of Public Health found that “legal purchase of a handgun 
appears to be associated with a long-lasting increased risk of 
violent death.” This argument seems straightforward: if guns 
are harder to get a hold of, and people who shouldn’t own 
guns do not have them, there will be less gun violence. 
     Gun control laws have also been proven to reduce the 
amount of domestic abuse and stalking cases. Between 
2001 and 2015, over 20,126,410 people were killed with 
a gun by an intimate partner in the United States. This is 
drastically higher than the amount of United States soldiers 
who were killed in action in the Afghanistan wars. 57% of 
mass shootings involve some sort of domestic violence; for 
instance, the 2011 mass shooting in a Seal Beach, CA hair 
salon originated from a dispute over the shooter’s custody 
battle with his ex-wife who was a hair stylist at the salon. 
If these people did not have guns in the first place, these 
tragedies may have never occurred. 
     When approaching this issue from a more fiscal and 
financial perspective, increases in gun control reduce 
the governmental costs associated with gun violence. In 
agreement with the Pacific Institute for Research and 
Evaluation, in 2010 gun violence cost each person in the 
U.S. around $564 in tax money. This costs the government 
45.5 billion lost in tax revenue, $4.7 billion in court cases, 
$224 million in insurance claims processing, $133 million 
for law enforcement and medic response, and $1.4 billion 

WHY GUN CONTROL 
WON’T WORK
By Amit Rajesh

     With the outrageous number of mass shootings 
in the United States over the last few years, it 
seems clear that we as a society need to make 
new rules. Seeing how easy it is for Americans to 
buy guns compared to the rest of the world,  the 
obvious connection is that the lack of gun rules is 
leading to these shootings being so frequent and so 
deadly. Gun control seems like a very reasonable 
option. But looking at historical data and trends, 
this seemingly obvious choice makes less sense.
     Proponents for gun laws see how easy it is 
for guns to be bought in the United States, and 
immediately assume they are the reason for 
shootings and gun violence in general. What they 
miss is that mass shootings within America have 
become increasingly deadly and frequent over the 
last twenty years, and the rate of deaths due to 
guns has stayed relatively constant over the last 50 
years. This has many implications. Because gun 
laws in America today are lax compared to the rest 
of the world, they are certainly more stringent 
than American gun laws in the 1970s. Since 1970, 
the percentage of households with guns in America 
has steadily decreased from 47% to 31% in 2014. 
Yet during this time, mass shootings in America 
have been deadlier and more frequent, and overall 
gun violence has stayed almost the same. So 
controlling the gun supply really will not solve 
anything, because we have already been doing that 
for the last 30 years with no success. Observing 
Chicago, a city with some very strict laws on guns 
that yet boasts more gun homicides than any other 
major US city, furthers this argument. 
     Looking closer into how exactly guns are used 
to kill people, it becomes even more clear that gun 
laws would be ineffective:out of the 33,000 gun 
violence deaths last year, a whopping two-thirds 
were due to suicide.  And unfortunately, it is very 
likely that many of these people could die anyway, 
whether or not they have access to a gun.
     So if gun laws do not prevent mass shootings 
or overall gun deaths, are they really worth it? 
This seemingly obvious solution to our country’s 
problems becomes harder to defend.
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in Medicare and Medicaid costs. In 2014, there were 
a total of 25,024 hospitalizations for gun injuries; 84% 
of those injured by firearms were uninsured, which 
leaves taxpayers responsible for most of those bills. As 
referenced by the World Health Organization, if there 
is an increase in gun control, there will be significantly 
fewer costs associated with violence among civilians.
     Many argue that guns are required for citizens to 
feel safe; however, guns are rarely used in self defense. 
According to CNN, of the 29,618,300 violent crimes 
committed between 2007 and 2011, .79% of victims 
protected themselves with the use or threat of any sort 
of gun. Of the 84,495,500 property crimes committed 
between 2007 and 2011, only .12% of victims protected 
themselves with a gun. This suggests that the claim 
that people need guns in order to protect themselves is 
erroneous. 
     Most people in favor of the lack of gun control 
explain how the second amendment protects their right 
to own a weapon, and it is unconstitutional to take 
that right away. While the second amendment clearly 
outlines the rights for militias to own guns, it does not 
expressly state the right for individuals to own guns. 
Michael Waldman, JD, President of the Brennan Center 
for Justice at the New York University School of Law, 
stated, “...there is nothing about an individual right to 
bear arms in the notes about the Second Amendment 
when it was being drafted, discussed or ratified; the 
US Supreme Court declined to rule in favor of the 
individual right four times between 1876 and 1939; 
and all law articles on the Second Amendment from 
1888 to 1959 stated that an individual right was not 
guaranteed.” I believe that the constitution is a living 
document, allowing us to amend it in ways that evolve 
with modern circumstances; since we do not need 
militias anymore, it is time to question the historical 
interpretations associated with the Second Amendment. 
     Inexorably, there are valid arguments to diminish 
gun control; however, the fact that more gun control 
not only reduces the amount of deaths caused by 
guns, reduces governmental costs associated with 
gun violence, and  leads to less violent conflicts, are 
indisputable facts. 

Gun-rights advocates at National Gun Appreciation Day 

Rally on Saturday, January 19th, 2013, in Salt Lake City.

A protest at the offices of the NRA in Washington, D.C. 

following the deadly shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary 

School.
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