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MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL SPRING ART FAIR

June 4 & 5, 7:30-4:30pm, Memorial High School Art Gallery
Quality artwork at fair prices by high school students, teachers and professionals!  Open to the community!

Fundraiser for Art Department account and school’s Endowment Fund.  Cash and check accepted!
Contact Geof Herman in the art department if you have questions: <herman@madison.k12.wi.us>

Aspire Testing and Its Problems
By Amit Rajesh 
	 Freshmen	and	sophomores	---	I	am	in	this	group	----	are	finally	done	
with	the	ACT	Aspire	testing,	which	is	an	online	standardized	test	that	has	
five	sections:	Reading,	Mathematics,	English,	Science,	and	Writing.	The	
whole	test	takes	about	five	hours,	give	or	take,	and	it	is	basically	an	easier	
version	of	the	ACT,	one	of	the	main	standardized	tests	that	all	colleges	look	
at	when	considering	applicants.
	 That	being	said,	the	Aspire	test	does	have	its	fair	share	of	problems.	I	
have	summarized	the	top	four	issues	people	seem	to	have	with	this	test:
	 The	essay	question	was	silly,	like	it	almost	always	is.	Everyone	
who	has	taken	it	knows	how	generic	it	was	which	made	it	difficult	to	write	
a	strong	essay.	Not	only	was	it	hard	to	write	a	whole	essay	about,	it	was	a	
useless	question	that	has	you	all	but	laughing	at	your	essay	once	you	finish	
it.	This	isn’t	a	one	time	thing	for	the	Aspire	either;	the	fall	test	had	an	almost	
equally	hilarious	question.	I	can	only	imagine	next	year’s	questions....
The	policy	of	what	you	can	and	cannot	do	after	the	test	need	to	be	changed.	
According	to	the	rules,	you	cannot	go	on	your	phone,	do	other	homework,	or	
even	read	a	book	after	you	finish	the	test.	The	only	thing	that	you	can	do	is	
stare	blankly	into	space	or	maybe	draw	on	a	blank	piece	of	paper.	(And	that	
paper	cannot	be	from	your	notebook,	it	has	to	be	your	scratch	paper	given	
to	you	by	the	proctor.)	Why	are	the	rules	so	strict?	It’s	not	like	anyone	is	
going	to	cheat!	Who	cheats	on	the	Aspire	test?	It	has	no	implications	on	your	
grade,	and	you	don’t	even	get	a	score	back.	There	is	absolutely	no	motive	for	
cheating	on	such	a	test.	So	the	rules	that	they	enforce	are	way	too	strict	and	
should	be	slackened	next	year.
They	should	reduce	the	character	limit	that	they	enforce	in	every	short	
answer	question.	I’m	pretty	sure	no	one	got	even	close	to	actually	nearing	the	
limit.	(1000	character	limit	for	a	3	sentence	answer?	C’mon	now.)
Next	time,	the	test	should	not	be	completely	web-based.	This	creates	a	
plethora	of	problems.	First,	since	about	500-600	kids	are	taking	the	test	at	
the	same	time,	the	internet	bandwidth	gets	completely	used	up,	and	internet	
becomes	much	slower.	Also,	this	means	upperclassmen,	who	aren’t	taking	
the	test,	have	to	restrict	their	internet	use	so	the	Aspire	test	doesn’t	crash.	
Another	thing	that	can	go	wrong	is	if	a	server	error	occurs,	in	which	case	
all	the	tests,	which	run	off	the	server,	do	not	work.	Sound	familiar?	This	is	
exactly	what	happened	on	Tuesday	morning,	and	it	took	a	bit	more	than	an	
hour	to	fix.	That	meant	that	the	freshmen	started	their	tests	in	the	middle	of	
second	hour,	instead	of	at	the	beginning	of	the	school	day,	and	some	of	their	
lunch	schedules	ended	up	getting	altered	a	bit.	On	the	plus	side,	since	the	test	
hadn’t	started	yet,	we	didn’t	have	to	follow	their	ridiculous	policy	of	staring	
at	the	wall.

  
A Word on 
Aspire Testing 
By	Isabella	Wu	
	 Say	farewell	to	Explore	and	
Plan,	for	they	are	no	more.	Last	
year	these	two	tests	were	offered	
for	the	last	time	by	the	ACT,	and	
Aspire	was	created	to	replace	them.	
The	Aspire	test,	taken	online,	costs	
approximately	$20	per	student	and	is	
an	alternative	to	other	tests	such	as	
the	PARCC	and	Smarter	Balanced.	
	 While	this	test	is	supposed	to	
be	a	“run-down	version”	of	the	ACT,	
test-takers	soon	realized	there	was	
little	in	common.	Aside	from	the	fact	
the	test	was	administered	digitally,	
short-response	and	categorization	
questions were required in the 
English,	Reading,	Mathematics,	and	
Science	sections.	Furthermore,	the	
science	section,	traditionally	more	
of	an	analytical	science	portion,	
required	far	more	science	knowledge	
than	in	the	actual	ACT.	
	 Contrary	to	popular	belief,	
the	bland	writing	prompt	was	
actually	in	“analytical	expository	
mode”	--	not	persuasive	or	
argumentative.		A	quick	analysis	
of	publicized	Aspire	guidelines	
supports	this.	Therefore,	a	thesis	was	
not	required.	
	 As	for	our	experience,	
Aspire	testing	created	a	bit	of	havoc,	
schedule	and	testing-wise.	We	can	all	
hope	for	a	better	round	next	year.	
http://www.discoveractaspire.org/
pdf/2014_exemplar_actaspire_
writing.pdf

Summer and 
Finals
By	Evanka	Annyapu
	 It	was	only	a	few	days	ago	
that I noticed my eyes wandering 
off	into	space,	mainly	to	the	sight	
outside.	I	could	see	the	flowers	
starting	to	bloom,	the	sun	rays	
shining	as	bright	as	ever,	and	the	
birds	flying	around.	I	had	to	pull	
myself	out	of	this	daydream	that	I	
was	going	into	and	start	thinking	
about	those	finals	that	were	creeping	
up.
		 The	weather	outside	becomes	
its	own	‘hypnotizer,’	leaving	many	
students	to	stray	off	to	think	about	
summer	rather	than	the	finals	that	
inching	closer	and	closer.	But	to	stay	
on	track	you	can:
		 1)	Self	motivate	yourself	
using	post-it	notes	or	small	quotes	
written	in	your	planner.	At	least	you	
can	feel	the	pressure	as	you	look	
back	down	at	your	planner	after	a	
moment	of	daydreaming.
		 2)	Study	for	finals	with	
people	taking	the	same	class.	The	
conversations	may	lead	off	to	
something	different,	but	you	at	
least	know	you’re	thinking	about	
something	other	than	summer.
		 3)	Take	a	look	at	your	grades.	
Is	there	a	grade	that’s	looking...	Not	
so	good?	It	might	be	the	spark	to	
push	you	to	study	at	least	for	a	day	
or	two.	If	that	pressures	starts	to	die	
off	after	a	couple	of	days,	maybe	
your	remedy	might	be	to	print	out	
your grades and put it somewhere 
you’d	see	every	day.
		 4)	Create	a	schedule.	
A	schedule	might	be	a	start	to	
increasing	your	willpower.	With	
fifteen	minute	breaks	and	at	least	45	
minutes	to	an	hour	of	studying	every	
day,	you	could	lift	that	grade	from	a	
B	to	an	A.
		 5)	Get	rid	of	the	distractions!	
I	mean,	we	all	know	the	first	
distraction-	all	electronic	devices.	
From	phones	to	TVs,	you	will	most	
likely	not	get	stuff	done	as	efficiently	
as	you	wanted	to.	Studying	in	an	
ideal	environment	is	pretty	hard	
because	suddenly,	the	paint	on	the	
wall	seems	way	more	interesting	
than	studying.	Pick	a	place	that	you	
feel	comfortable	and	calm.	A	place	
where	you	know	you	can	get	stuff	
done.
		 With	these	five	tips,	you	
could	probably	handle	another	6-7	
weeks	of	school!	Motivate	yourself	
and	don’t	let	that	squirrel	outside	
distract	you	too	much.	Finals	are	
just	around	the	corner	and	how	well	
you	do	on	them	matters.	Just	assure	
yourself	that	in	almost	less	than	
month,	you’ll	be	outside,	enjoying	
the	nice	weather	and	no	more	of	
those	finals!



STUDENT OF THE MONTH: 

Nathan Wang  
By	David	Cao

	 With	a	prodigious	amount	of	self-determination	and	self-motivation,	
Nathan	Wang	can	do	anything.	Throughout	high	school,	he	has	taken	the	
most	difficult	honors	and	AP	courses	Memorial	has	to	offer.	Not	only	has	
Nathan	taken	ten	AP	courses	from	sophomore	to	senior	year,	but	he	has	also	
audaciously	pursued	four	college	classes	at	UW-Madison	during	his	last	year	
at	JMM.	Along	with	his	academic	excellence,	he	is	also	a	National	Merit	
Finalist,	Presidential	Scholar	Semifinalist,	as	well	as	a	National	AP	Scholar.	
While	effectively	managing	challenging	high	school	and	college	classwork,	
Nathan	is	also	actively	involved	in	Spartan	Youth	Service,	where	he	often	
volunteers	around	the	Madison	community.	For	his	excellent	academic	
achievement	and	community	service,	Nathan	was	named	the	Sauk	Trails	
Optimist	Club	Student	of	the	Month	and	the	South	Madison	Rotary	Club	
Student	of	the	Month,	and	was	also	awarded	the	Rotary	Outstanding	Senior	
Scholarship	and	Kemper	K.	Knapp	Scholarship.

Nathan’s Classes Taken at Memorial: 

I	interviewed	Nathan	about	all	of	his	achievements	and	how	he	makes	time	
for	leisure	with	his	demanding	academic	coursework	and	extracurriculars: 
What inspires or motivates you to be your best? It’s	mostly	self-motivation	
but	I	think	it	would	be	more	accurate	to	describe	it	as	a	sickness… 
What clubs or extracurricular activities are you involved in, and how have 
they changed or influenced you as a person? I	think	Spartan	Youth	Service	
has	influenced	me	the	most	out	of	all	the	clubs	I’ve	been	a	part	of.	It’s	taught	
me	a	lot	about	responsibility	and	it’s	given	me	the	chance	to	meet	a	lot	of	
cool	people	that	I	wouldn’t	have	otherwise.	I	definitely	think	it’s	a	great	
opportunity	for	all	high	school	students	to	help	give	back	to	the	community	
while	having	fun,	and	the	best	part	is	that	the	students	are	really	the	ones	
who	drive	the	club	forward.	But	I	think	it’s	important	to	note	that	every	club	
I’ve	been	a	part	of	at	Memorial	has	contributed	to	who	I	am.	Each	club	offers	
something	unique	and	all	those	different	parts	are	equally	important	to	me. 
With all of your activities and busy schedule, how do you find time to relax 
and enjoy life?	I	have	Netflix	and	I	make	poor	life	decisions. 
What are your tactics for managing time and getting tasks done efficiently 
with the highest quality?	I	used	to/(still)	suck	at	getting	things	done	but	I	
honestly	think	it	takes	practice	to	be	able	to	concentrate	and	do	all	your	stuff	
at	once.	It	also	helps	to	think	that	the	sooner	I	can	finish,	the	sooner	I	can	
relax. 
What are you most excited for in college and what are you thinking about 
majoring in?I’m	going	to	major	in	chemical	engineering	and	I’m	really	
excited	about	the	freedom	in	college.	In	high	school	you’re	constrained	a	few	
different	core	classes	in	each	subject	but	in	college	you	can	focus	in	on	the	
subjects	you	like	a	lot	more	easily.	I’ve	never	liked	my	classes	as	much	as	I	
do	this	year	because	it’s	all	information	that	I’m	super	interested	in. 
Do you have any wise words of advice for Memorial students to make them 
successful like you?Learn	how	to	study.	One	of	the	main	reason	college	
students	fail	is	because	they	don’t	actually	know	how	to	study	for	exams.	
Don’t	be	that	kid	who	never	goes	to	lecture	and	fails	the	exam	because	
college	is	ridiculously	expensive	and	then	you’ve	just	wasted	4	months	of	
your	life.

Student of the Month recognizes a Memorial senior with high academic 
excellence, outstanding participation in extracurricular activities, and 
excellent community leadership skills. This special JMM Sword and Shield 
recognition is intended to inspire all students in the Memorial community 
to take on difficult challenges and persistently pursue goals for success. 
Memorial seniors who are featured for Student of the Month are chosen from 
student nominations, and after hard deliberations, picked by the Sword and 
Shield editors.

A Note From the Editor
By Nathan Wang

JMM Class of 
2015 Senior 

Party!
By Caroline Zhou

Calling	all	seniors!!!
As	your	senioritis	hits	an	ultimate	
peak	just	days	after	AP	exams	and	
prom,	I	believe	that	we’ll	have	
enough	motivation	to	finish	out	the	
year	with	a	bang	by	attending	the	
Senior	Send-off	Party!	It	will	take	
place	on	May	30,	2015	from	9	p.m.	
to	1	a.m.	in	the	JMM	Fieldhouse.	
The	theme	is	“Throwback	to	Your	
Future,”	and	all	guests	are	invited	
to	dress	to	represent	their	favorite	
decade	from	the	1950s	to	today.	
At	the	party,	there	will	be	a	raffle	
that	includes	prizes	from	local	
businesses	such	as	Noodles	&	
Company,	Erik’s	Bike	Shop,	and	
more!	Dance	the	night	away,	or	take	
a	shot	at	the	casino.	Also,	new	to	the	
snack	selection	this	year	will	be	the	
pancake	bar,	where	you’ll	be	able	to	
satisfy	any	late	night	cravings.
Tickets	are	$15	and	can	be	bought	
from	Ms.	Dahmen	in	the	Fox	
Neighborhood	Center.	Students	in	
need	may	be	eligible	for	assistance	
with	cost.	Get	your	flower	power,	
groove,	Spice	Girls,	‘N	Sync/
Backstreet	Boys	on!
Special	thanks	to	all	the	parents	
involved	for	organizing	this	event	for	
us.	As	one	of	the	last	events	that	we	
can	celebrate	as	a	class,	I	hope	to	see	
you there!

Student 
Showcase - 

Isabella 
Wu
This March, 
Memorial	student	
&	pianist	Isabella	
Wu	competed	in	the	
Final	Forte,	the	final	

round	of	one	of	Wisconsin’s	most	
prestigious	competitions	for	young	
musicians.	Isabella	was	chosen	as	
one	of	the	final	four	competitors	
from	an	original	field	of	over	50	of	
Wisconsin’s	best	young	musicians.	
The	Final	Forte	concluded	with	
a	competition	live	on	Wisconsin	
Public	Television	at	the	Capitol	
Theater with the Madison 
Symphony	Orchestra.	
Joining	Isabella	on	stage	was	Julian	
Rehee,	violin;	Vivian	Wilhelms,	
piano;	and	Maya	Pierick,	harp.	
Isabella,	who	has	previously	soloed	
with	the	Madison	Symphony	on	
two occasions says it was an honor 
to	play	for	a	statewide	audience.	“It	
was	a	truly	incredible	experience”,	
Isabella	says.	“There’s	so	much	
planning	going	on	behind	scenes	
--	the	orchestra,	the	performers,	the	
television	crew,	make-up	artist	and	
administration	--	all	that	planning	
into	one	beautiful	night	of	music.”	
Memorial	has	also	benefited	
from	this	experience.	Isabella	is	
continuing	a	Memorial	presence	
in	the	competition,	following	last	
year’s	winner,	junior	David	Cao.	
Many teachers and students were 
in attendance, and the Madison 
Symphony	has	also	granted	the	
music	department	$500.	
Isabella	is	also	a	percussionist	in	
Wind	Ensemble	and	a	violinist	in	
WYSO.
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Senior Year: 
AP	English	Language	and	
Composition 
YAP	Biotechnology 
Multivariable	Calculus	at	UW-
Madison 
Differential	Equations	at	UW-
Madison 
General	Physics	Sem.	1	for	
Engineers	at	UW-Madison 
General	Physics	Sem.	2	for	
Engineers	at	UW-Madison 
 
Sophomore Year: 
English	2	Honors 
Spanish	3 
AP	Biology 
AP	World	History 
Math Physics 
AP	Statistics 
AP	Calculus	AB 
Health	Education

Junior Year: 
AP Chemistry 
AP Macroeconomics 
Modern	US	History 
AP	Calculus	BC 
AP	English	Language	and	
Composition 
Spanish	4 
AP Microeconomics 
Team	Sports 
Anatomy	&	Physiology

Freshman Year: 
English	1	Honors 
US	History 
Spanish	2 
Art	Experiences 
Forensic	Sciences 
Physical	Education 
International	Cuisine 
Pre-Calculus 
Math ChemistryWe’re	almost	done	everyone!	As	

clubs	start	to	wrap	up	and	classes	
get	ready	for	the	end	of	the	year,	
it	can	be	really	easy	to	potato	
out	for	the	next	couple	months.	
But	just	remember	that	we’re	
not	in	summer	break	yet	and	it	
would	suck	to	have	put	in	a	lot	
of	work	these	past	few	months	
just	to	blow	everything	off	
now.	The	JMM	planner	can	be	
really	helpful	right	now	to	help	
you	make	sure	you	can	attend	
everything	that’s	happening	
during	these	final	weeks:	the	
JMM	filmfest,	sports,	banquets,	
the	spring	play,	etc.	We’ve	
studied	and	worked	hard	all	year	
long	so	make	sure	to	really	enjoy	
yourself	and	we’ll	see	you	all	
in	next	month’s	special	Senior	
issue.
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Avengers: Age of All-Yawn
By	Jack	Harrington

First	things	first.	This	film	isn’t	going	to	win	any	Oscars.	If	you’re	expecting	
that,	please	rethink	your	life	choices.	It’s	meant	to	be	a	fun,	well-written,	
superhero	blockbuster.	That	being	said,	it	manages	to	be	incredibly	bland.	Its	
unimaginative	plot	and	side	stories	on	top	of	annoying	dialogue	are	its	heavy	
handed	weaknesses,	with	its	only	real	saving	grace	being	the	acting.

I	think	the	biggest	problem	this	film	suffers	from	is	its	plot.	There	is	
no	character	development	to	speak	of,	with	the	sole	exceptions	being	
Quicksilver	and	Scarlet	Witch,	whose	minor	developments	are	completely	
unimportant	by	the	time	the	credits	roll.	The	entire	story	progresses	from	
point	A	to	B	to	C	et	cetera.	They	just	happen.	There	are	no	character	
motivations	or	reactions	to	what	happens;	they	just	occur	and	characters	
follow	along.	It	feels	like	a	two	and	a	half	hour	episode	of	a	show	that	goes	
down	as	the	most	forgettable	of	the	season.	There	are	no	twists	or	shocking	
changes.	You	could	probablty	predict	what	would	happen	while	watching	it	
for	the	first	time	as	accurately	as	you	would	the	tenth	time.	Ultron	wanted	to	
destroy	the	human	race,	because…	why	not?	His	motives	never	become	clear	
other	than	he	wants	to,	which	feels	pretty	lazy	for	such	a	powerful	villain.

There	are	also	numerous	plot	holes.	Ultron	says	very	early	on	that	“The	
Avengers	will	fall	because	they	cannot	work	in	perfect	harmony	like	I	and	
my	robot	minions	can,”	but	the	only	thing	that’s	truly	a	hindrance	on	them	is	
how	The	Hulk	doesn’t	take	regard	for	civilian	lives	(which	is	conveniently	
not	the	case	for	the	last	fight	which	is	also	never	explained	as	to	why)	and	
that	he	needs	to	be	calmed	down	out	of	his	rage.	Other	than	occasional	
miscommunications	or	lacking	communications,	there	is	no	real	discord	
to	speak	of.	Speaking	of	The	Hulk,	his	possible	“should	we,	shouldn’t	we”	
romance	with	Black	Widow	is	frustratingly	useless.	They	present	numerous	
times	where	the	viewers	want	to	care	about	it,	but	it	never	develops	or	goes	
anywhere	and	ends	up	feeling	like	ways	to	add	screen	time	and	nothing	
further.

The	other	major	flaw	of	Age	of	Ultron	is	the	annoying	dialogue.	Each	
chapter	of	the	story	has	a	few	witty	one-liners	all	of	which	are	meant	to	make	
the	audience	laugh.	Otherwise	the	dialogue	is	painfully	dry	and	forgettable.	It	
just	tries	to	push	the	story	along.

On	the	good	side,	this	is	one	of	the	only	films	I	can	say	not	a	single	lead	actor	
did	poorly,	nor	were	any	overshadowed	by	the	capabilities	of	their	fellow	
actors.	Everyone	sold	their	character	fantastically,	and	the	chemistry	between	
everyone	felt	real	enough	that	I	could	see	them	all	living	in	a	penthouse	
together	in	real	life.	Unfortunately,	this	isn’t	enough	to	save	the	film	from	its	
other	flaws.	If	you	love	superheroes,	it’s	certainly	worth	a	Redbox	rental,	but	
otherwise	it’s	hard	to	truly	recommend	it.

Avengers:	Age	of	Ultron
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“Chewie...we’re home”
By	Caleb	Walker
	 That’s	right,	it	appears	that	Star	Wars	is	home	
once	again.	After	years	of	irrelevance,	Star	Wars	has	
finally	returned.	Under	new	owner	Disney,	Star	Wars	
Episode	7:	The	Force	Awakens,	the	first	installment	in	
the	new	Sequel	Trilogy	is	set	to	debate	later	this	year.	
The	film,	set	30	years	after	Return	of	the	Jedi,	sees	the	
return	of	Han	Solo,	Luke	Skywalker,	Princess	Leia	and	
all	the	other	main	characters	from	the	original	trilogy	
coming	back,	played	by	their	old	actors.	This	past	month,	
the	second	trailer	for	the	film	debuted	which	featured	
the	first	look	at	Han	Solo	and	Chewbacca,	sparking	
much	optimism	and	hope	for	fans	that	we	will	finally	
be	able	to	say	goodbye	to	the	prequels,	which	is	by	far	
the	darkest	era	for	Star	Wars	fans	over	the	age	of	25.	
While	our	generation	tended	to	like	the	prequels	mainly	
due	to	the	fact	that	“they	had	a	lot	of	lightsaber	fights”,	
if	you	go	back	and	rewatch	those	films	in	comparison	
with	the	original	trilogy	films,	you	will	realize	how	bad	
those	movies	really	are	and	that	George	Lucas	basically	
robbed	you	of	your	childhood.	While	it	may	be	too	late	

for	you,	hopefully	The	Force	Awakens	will	touch	a	new	
generation	in	the	same	way	the	original	films	touched	
your	parents.	And	hopefully	these	new	films	will	help	
your	parents’	generation	love	Star	Wars	again.	And	
hey,	maybe	you	too	will	forget	about	the	prequels	and	
embrace	these	new	movies.	Whether	you	forget	the	
prequels	or	not,	it	feels	good	to	finally	say	goodbye	to	Jar	
Jar	Binks,	Hayden	Christensen,	George	Lucas,	Overused	
CGI	and	Midi-Chlorians.	Here’s	to	hoping	the	next	
trailer	comes	out	very	soon	so	we	can	speculate	endlessly	
about	it	until	the	actual	movie	comes.	The	future	looks	
bright	for	Star	Wars!

Sudoku:
The	Classic	Sudoku	is	a	number	placing	puzzle	based	on	a	9x9	grid	with	
several	given	numbers.	The	objective	is	to	fill	in	the	empty	squares	with	the	
numbers	1	to	9	so	that	each	row,	each	column	and	each	3x3	box	contains	the	
same	number	only	once.

Ken Ken: Use	the	numbers	1	to	5	to	fill	in	each	empty	square	
so	that	the	arithmetic	operation	denoted	at	the	top	of	each	group	of	squares	
(separated	by	bold	lines)	leads	to	the	resulting	number	also	at	the	top	of	each	
group	of	squares.	The	order	of	numbers	does	not	matter	in	a	group,	however,	
you	may	only	use	one	number	once	in	each	row	or	column.
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Prep Profiles
Name:	Leon Pan 
Favorite	Class:	Anatomy & 
Physiology 
Current	Sport:	Tennis 
Career	Highlights:	Winning 1st 
place doubles at the Raider Invite 
with Colin Pitman. 
I	love	Tennis	because:	What other 
sport has as many innuendos? 
Season	goal:	To not grunt. 
Other	sports:	Walking from my 
refrigerator to my room. 
I	love	being	a	Spartan	because:	
sometimes I like to pretend my real 
name is actually King Leonidas I 
of Sparta. But actually, our Speech 
& Debate championships are 
definitely things to be proud of. 
Most	memorable	moment	in	sports:	
Freshman year, Brian Luo served 
a ball straight into the back of 
my head, which bounced over to 
an adjacent court. At our season 
banquet, Coach Grainger gave me 
a hard hat for that. 
Most	embarrassing	moment	in	
sports:	Leaving a sweaty butt print 
on the courts. 
Everyone	on	the	team	knows	me	as:	
Danger Pan/Tennis Mom/Lee-ern 
Pregame	music	playlist:	Top 50 
Tennis Grunts of the 00s. 
Pregame	fuel:	Watching Doug 
Powell’s flow. 
Most	inspirational	teammate:	Colin 
Pitman 
Favorite	Athlete:	Vishal 
Narayanaswamy. 
Favorite	Opponent:	East High 
School. 
I	wish	I	could	compete	against:	
Brian Luo’s voracious appetite. 
Favorite	Movie:	300 
Favorite	TV	show:	Cyberchase and 
Sagwa, the Chinese Siamese Cat. 
I	describe	myself	as:	Descriptive. 
I	look	up	to:	Jacob Padley’s butt 
chin. 
I	can’t	live	without:	Toilet Paper. 
I	wish	I	could	meet:	Roger Federer. 
During	the	Olympics	I	watched: Ads. 
Post	High	School	plans:	College 
debt…at UW-Madison studying 
Computer Science and Finance. 
On	the	bucket	list:	Watching 
“Mulan.”

Name:	Molly DeJongh 
Current	sport:	Softball 
Career	highlights:	Beating 
LaFollette twice 
I	love	softball	because:	I like to hit 
Season	goal:	Win playoffs 
Other	sports:	None 
I	love	being	a	Spartan	because:	It’s 
fun 
Most	memorable	moment	in	sports:	
Losing to Verona on a walk off 
homerun 
Most	embarrassing	moment	in	
sports:	Tripping on first base 
during a game 
Everyone	on	the	team	knows	me	as	
the	gal	who...I don’t know what 
they know me as 

Pregame	music	playlist:	Whatever 
Nasitta plays 
Pregame	fuel:	Cheez-its 
Most	inspirational	teammate:	Nasitta 
Keita 
Favorite	athlete: Sam Dekker 
Favorite	opponent:	West 
I	wish	I	could	compete	against:	
Coach Janssen 
Favorite	movie:	She’s The Man 
Favorite	tv	show:	One Tree Hill 
I	describe	myself	as:	loyal 
I	look	up	to: My sister 
I	can’t	live	without:	Blankets 
I	wish	I	could	meet:	Zac Efron 
During	the	Olympics	I	watched:	
Gymnastics 
Did	you	know...people think my 
sister and I are twins 
Post	High	School	plans:	Attend 
UW-La Crosse 
On	the	bucket	list:	Go to Australia 
Spartan	cards	sold:	None

Name:	Ankita Jha 
Favorite	Class:	Calculus BC. 
Current	Sport:	Ultimate Frisbee. 
Career	Highlights:	Getting my 
new favorite nickname from Lexi 
Amundson and Emily Hubbard. 
I	love	Ultimate	because:	Everyone is 
so friendly and has great spirit! 
Season	goal:	To catch a callahan! 
Other	sports:	Tennis 
I	love	being	a	Spartan	because:	
Green is my favorite color. 
Most	memorable	moment	in	sports:	
Beating West in a tie-breaker at 
Conference. 
Most	embarrassing	moment	in	
sports:	Serving a ball into Maddy 
Green’s butt while playing 
doubles. 
Everyone	on	the	team	knows	me	as	
the	gal	who…	Wears her shorts 

inside out and backwards. 
Pregame	music	playlist:	Anything 
by Childish Gambino or Sarah 
McLachlan. 
Pregame	fuel:	Strawberries. 
Most	inspirational	teammate:	
Melissa Heilman, just because of 
her laugh. 
Favorite	Athlete:	Renee Kar-
Johnson and Joseph King. 
Favorite	Opponent:	Middleton 
I	wish	I	could	compete	against:	
Serena Williams. 
Favorite	Movie:	Hot Rod or The 
Dark Knight. 
Favorite	TV	show:	Parks and 
Rec or It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia. 
I	describe	myself	as:	Aloof. 
I	look	up	to:	Teri Marie Parris 
Ford and Peon Lan. 
I	can’t	live	without:	My phone and 
water. 
I	wish	I	could	meet:	Obama. 
During	the	Olympics	I	watched:	
Tennis and Table Tennis. 
Did	you	know…	I am afraid of 
hair. 
Post	High	School	plans:	Go to 
Carnegie Mellon University. 
On	the	bucket	list:	Skydiving. 
Spartan	cards	sold:	More than Lucy 
Ji.

Name:	Shalla Moy 
Favorite	Class:	AP Macroeconomics 
Current	Sport: Soccer 
Career	Highlights:	First team All-
Conference 2014, MVP 2014, 
captain 
I	love	soccer	because:	it’s a contact 
sport 
Season	goal:	win conference 
I	love	being	a	Spartan	because:	
we’re a family 
Most	memorable	moment	in	sports:	
scoring game winners against East, 
West, and Sun Prairie 
Most	embarrassing	moment	in	
sports:	missed a PK 
Everyone	on	the	team	knows	me	as	
the	gal	who…	yells at everyone 
Pregame	music	playlist:	Colleen 
Koval rapping 
Pregame	fuel:	Nature Valleys 
sweet&salty peanut bars 
Most	inspirational	teammate:	Mary 
Erikson and Ashley Burkhardt 
Favorite	Athlete: Randall Cobb 
Favorite	Opponent:	Middleton and 
West 
I	wish	I	could	compete	against:	the 
memorial boys team of 2015 
Favorite	Movie:	The Last Song 
Favorite	TV	show:	Greys Anatomy 
I	describe	myself	as:	competitive 
I	look	up	to:	no one 
I	can’t	live	without:	food 
I	wish	I	could	meet: the Hemsworth 
brothers 
During	the	Olympics	I	watched:	
swimming and gymnastics 
Did	you	know…	I got cut from 
Magic the first year of tryouts 
Post	High	School	plans:	UW 
Madison 
On	the	bucket	list:	be an NFL wife
Spartan	cards	sold:	0

Atlanta Public 
School Cheating 
Scandal 
By	Shalini	Patro

	 Dubbed	as	one	of	the	“largest	
scandals	in	United	States	history”	
due	to	its	sheer	size,	the	Atlanta	
public	school	cheating	scandal	has	
brought	shame	to	44	of	the	56	public	
schools	in	the	state	of	Georgia.	
 It is no surprise that 
many teachers are under stress to 
adequately	prepare	students	for	
standardized	tests.	In	fact,	because	
of	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act	
(2001),	high-stakes	testing	often	
holds	teachers	accountable,	with	
penalties	if	they	fail	to	perform.	It	is	
because	of	this	pressure	that	many	
teachers	involved	in	the	cheating	
scandal	justified	doing	the	actions	
that	they	did.	
	 Traces	of	the	scandal	started	
in	2009	with	the	Atlanta	Journal-
Constitution	publishing	analyses	
of	standardized	tests.	The	analyses	
showed	many	statistically	unlikely	
test scores, one that either contained 
great	gains	or	losses.	The	APS	had	
been	praised	highly	for	many	of	
their	scores.	However,	it	had	been	
discovered	that	178	teachers	and	
principals	had	corrected	answers	
that were entered in my students, 
therefore	increasing	the	test	scores.	
On	September	29,	2014,	the	trial	for	
the	teachers	accused	of	tampering	
with	students’	grades	began	in	
Atlanta,	with	the	expectation	that	it	
would	last	more	than	three	months.	
On	April	1,	2015,	approximately	
11	of	the	total	12	teachers	that	
were accused were charged with 
racketeering--(which,	according	to	
dictionary.com	is	“the	practice	of	
conducting	or	engaging	in	a	racket,	
as	extortion	or	bootlegging.”)	Among	
the	people	sentenced	are:	Donald	
Bullock,	Sharon	Davis-Williams,	
Tamara	Cotman,	Michael	Pitts,	
Dana	Evans,	Angela	Williamson,	
Tabeeka	Jordan,	Diane	Buckner-
Webb,	Theresia	Copeland,	and	
Pamela	Cleveland.	Their	sentences	
range	from	six	months	to	20	years	in	
prison,	one	to	seven	years	to	serve,	
$1,000	to	$25,000	in	fines,	and	1,000	
to	2,000	hours	of	community	service.	



Horoscopes
By Joanna Pauline Martinez

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) 	Lucky	Libra	is	what	you’ll	be	known	
as	this	upcoming	month!	You’ll	stumble	onto	a	wealth	of	some	
kind,	either	money,	your	health,	or	a	wealth	in	your	relationships.	
Appreciate	all	the	good	things	coming	your	way	Libra,	and	share	
your	wealth	with	others.	This	simple	act	of	kindness	will	bring	

even	more	karma	your	way!	

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) A	commitment	of	some	kind	will	
take	up	most	your	time	this	month	Scorpio!	If	it’s	an	event	that	
has	been	planned	for	some	time	now,	try	your	best	not	to	back	
out,	which	will	leave	others	feeling	unimportant.	Enjoy	all	the	
tasks	and	challenges	that	will	mark	this	month	of	May,	something	
unexpected	but	most	appreciated	will	come	out	from	the	difficult	
times!	Don’t	be	afraid!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Get	ready	for	a	revamp!	You’ll	
be	the	first	of	your	household	to	start	and	finish	spring	cleaning,	
as	well	as	tie	up	any	loose	ends	Sagittarius!	You’re	efficient	and	
effective	during	this	process	and	within	several	days,	all	your	
affairs	should	be	in	order!	This	will	clear	your	schedule	for	time	

with	friends	and	family!	Get	to	it!

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)  Your	dreams	will	lead	you	to	
something	amazing,	Capricorn!	Keep	paper	and	a	pencil	by	your	
pillow	and	be	ready	to	jot	down	any	thoughts	as	soon	as	you	
wake	up.	At	the	end	of	the	month,	revisit	your	dream	journal	and	
see	what’s	happened	since	then.	It	may	surprise	you	how	accurate	
in	predictions	your	sleeping	self	is!	Follow	your	dreams	this	month!

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)	Your	house	may	be	overrun	by	out	
of	town	or	unexpected	visitors	this	month	of	May,	Aquarius.	
It	may	at	first	seem	like	an	annoyance	but	when	an	old	friend	
visits,	you’ll	start	to	wish	that	more	people	will	stop	by!	Take	
these	visitors	for	a	night	out	downtown	and	even	a	morning	
stroll	at	the	farmers	market!	Catching	up	will	be	the	best	thing	

yet!

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) You’ve	got	big	plans	for	the	summer,	
Pisces,	and	soaking	up	the	sun	may	be	the	only	thing	on	your	
mind.	It’s	great	to	plan	ahead,	but	make	sure	your	schedule	is	
flexible	to	change!	Also	double	check	expenses	and	be	aware	of	
your spending these upcoming months! 

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19)		Old	friends	may	seem	to	be	popping	
up	faster	than	the	spring	flowers	Aries!	There’s	a	reason	they’re	
back	and	any	drama	in	the	past	will	soon	be	forgotten.	Take	these	
surprises	in	stride	and	leave	yourself	to	listen.	You’ll	come	to	
embrace	these	upcoming	changes! 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Social	events	will	fill	up	your	
calendar	this	May,	Taurus!	Get	your	fill	of	school	spirit	by	
attending	the	Latinos	Unidos	Dance,	the	Annual	Film	Festival	
or	any	of	our	sporting	events!	There	will	always	be	a	chance	to	
make	new	friendships,	relationships,	and	to	just	let	loose	and	
have	fun!	Go	for	it!

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)	If	an	upsetting	event	occurs	this	
month,	Gemini,	take	the	defeat	with	stride	and	learn	from	any	
mistakes	that	could	have	been	made.	It	may	be	hard	to	look	past	
this	event,	but	you’ll	eventually	realize	that	whatever	happened	
was	unimportant.	This	will	mark	a	change	in	attitudes,	and	you’ll	

find	yourself	feeling	lighter	and	happier!	

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22)		Your	spirits	will	be	up	throughout	
this	month	and	it’ll	be	hard	to	bring	you	down!	Keep	smiling	and	
doing	you	Cancer,	it’s	brought	you	this	far	and	will	bring	you	to	
places	beyond.	Don’t	hesitate	to	encourage	close	companions	or	
mere	acquaintances	to	follow	your	lead!

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) 	Take	care	of	your	health	this	month,	Leo!	
May	can	prove	to	be	a	hectic	month	and	it	may	seem	like	a	hassle	
to	take	better	care	of	yourself	,	but	ignore	those	feelings	and	go	
outside	and	explore!	The	fresh	air	will	refresh	both	your	body	and	
mind,	leading	to	creative	ideas!	Be	sure	to	write	them	down!

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22)		One	month	left	Virgo,	don’t	give	up	
just	yet	and	continue	doing	what	you	need	to	do	for	a	few	more	
weeks!	It	would	be	a	shame	to	have	all	the	year’s	hard	work	
go	down	the	drain	due	to	an	unusually	high	lack	of	motivation!	
Summer	will	be	your	time	to	relax,	so	for	now,	hold	on	and	don’t	let	go!

May 2015Evan Cory

Starting	in	first	grade,	my	mom	
signed	me	up	for	a	summer	
pottery	camp	at	a	place	called	
Play	in	the	Mud	Studio.	That	
turned	out	to	be	an	experience	
that	sparked	my	(so	far)	
lifelong	interest	in	ceramics	and	
sculpture.	Being	where	it	was,	
a	secluded	small	forest	behind	
the	Original	Pancake	House,	
Play	in	the	Mud	proved	to	be	
a	starting	point	from	which	

I	could	work	forward	in	developing	my	own	artistic	style	and	aesthetic.	
Eventually	I	began	spending	my	summers	at	Play	in	the	Mud	not	as	a	camper	
but	as	an	employee.	That	was	where	the	fun	began.	Freedom	to	create	and	
experiment	is	what	I	have	found	to	really	make	the	big	steps	in	development	
as	an	artist.	Allowing	myself	some	time	to	mess	around	on	the	wheel	or	just	
let	my	ideas	out	onto	an	unsuspecting	piece	of	clay	has	helped	me	so	much.	
All	of	this	pales	in	comparison	to	my	experience	at	Memorial	though.	We	are	
all	so	lucky	to	have	an	outstanding	art	department	and	not	only	that,	a	fully	
equipped	ceramics	studio	with	an	inspirational	teacher	too.	Starting	in	my	
freshman	year	at	Memorial,	Mr.	Herman	pushed,	
helped,	and	emboldened	me	to	solve	the	difficult	
problems	in	ceramics	rather	than	the	easy	ones,	
because	that	is	where	the	real	growth	happens.	I	
have	been	exposed	to	such	incredible	opportunities	
through	Mr.	Herman	such	as	having	my	pieces	
fired	in	both	Raku	and	Woodfire	kilns	as	opposed	

to	the	usual	
electric	kiln,	
working	with	
a	notable	local	
potter	at	one	of	
his shows, and 
networking	the	
surprisingly	
large	world	of	
ceramics in 
Wisconsin.	All	
I	have	left	to	say	
is	this,	hard	work	
really	does	pay	
off.
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Olympian
Editors
Wanted

The	Olympian	is	currently	looking	
for	editors	for	the	2015	-	2016	school	
year.	Please	send	an	e-mail	to	Teri	
Parris	Ford	(tparrisford@madison.
k12.wi.us)	and/or	to	the	current	
Editors-in-Chief,	Leon	Pan	and	
Ankita	Jha.
1.	Write	about	your	interest	and	
which	editor	position	you	would	like	
to	be	considered	for	(see	list	below).	
Please	list	your	first	choice	as	well	as	
a	second	and	third	choice.	
2.	Please	note	your	qualifications,	
include	interest	in	photography,	
graphic design, writing, editing, 
experiences	in	English	or	Art	classes,	
or	other	publications.		Note;	students	
who	have	taken	CAMM,	are	signed	
up	for	CAMM	or	Yearbook	next	year	
will	be	given	priorty	for	all	positions.	
Please	note	in	your	application	if	you	
have	or	are	planning	to	take	CAMM	
or	if	you	have	any	experience	using	
Adobe	InDesign.	
3.	All	applications	are	due	by	May	
22,	2015.

Positions	will	be	announced	in	
the	June	Sword	&	Shield	and	a	
meeting	will	be	called	in	June	before	
school	gets	out.	New	editors	will	be	
expected	to	meet	over	the	summer	to	
set	theme	and	designs	for	next	year’s	
book	and	begin	meeting	weekly	in	
September	2015.		If	you	have	any	
questions,	please	see	Teri	Parris	Ford	
in	the	art	department	or	talk	to	one	of	
the	current	editors.		
Positions to apply to:
•Editor-in-Chief -- oversees	all	the	
yearbook	activities.	This	is	typically	
a	shared	position.	If	you	would	like	
to	be	considered	as	a	team,	each	of	
you	should	apply	separately	and	state	
with	whom	the	position	would	be	
shared with so that second and third 
choices	for	each	can	be	considered.	

•Academics Editor –	responsible	
for	coverage	of	all	academics,	
underclassmen	and	staff.

•Clubs Editor –	responsible	for	
organizing	coverage	of	all	clubs.

•Copy Editor	–	looks	over	text	on	
each	page	for	typos	and	errors	before	
going	to	print.

•Photography Editor --	manages	all	
photography	for	the	yearbook,	takes	
photos	when	needed.

•Senior Section Editor – 
responsible	for	the	senior	section	for	
the	yearbook.	This	can	be	a	shared	
position.
 
•Sports Editor --	responsible	for	
organizing	coverage	of	sports	for	
the	yearbook.	This	can	be	a	shared	
position.	

•Student Life Editor	–	responsible	
for	organizing	coverage	of	the	
student	life	events	and	activities. 

All	editors	are	expected	to	be	able	
to	meet	at	least	once	a	month.	All	
editors	are	expected	to	be	able	
to	take	digital	photos,	use	Adobe	
InDesign,	respond	to	emails,	and	be	
included	in	a	Facebook	group--	ie.	
communicate	often	with	each	other	
in	the	planning	for	deadlines.	It	is	
important	to	be	willing	to	work	as	
needed	after	school,	on	weekends	
or	during	vacation	days	to	
fulfill	your	responsibility	in	
meeting	deadlines.

Immerse yourself in Cuban 
culture through a truly 
educational experience. 
In Havana, Cuba’s capital 
city, discuss the region’s 
conservation efforts, 
educational resources, 
and national identity with 
locals. Journey east to 
Cienfuegos and discover 
Cuba’s culture firsthand 
with a trip to an art studio 
as  well as music and 
dance performances.

There is limited space 
on the trip, email to 
tparrisford@madison.k12.
wi.us for more details.   

 www.eftours.
com/1744233YE

get a friend to join

and another

and another

you get the idea!

get student

* New member must open a primary savings account and checking account. Primary Savings: Minimum to open $5. Annual Percentage Yield (APY), as of August 25,  
 2014 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. Referring member will have $10 deposited in their savings account when   
 referred member is verified. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income and are subject to 1099 reporting, if applicable. See us for details. 

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA

It’s easy, open a student free checking account at Summit and 
we’ll give you $10!

Even better — if you get a friend to join Summit, you'll both get 
an extra $10 bucks!

Stop by your high school branch and join today.

Already have our student free checking? You’ll get $10 for each referral too!

Federally insured by NCUA

hey Spartans

Famous Most 
Likelies

Satire	ByAmol	Rajesh	
	 High	school	yearbooks	
offer	a	chance	for	students	to	
remember	and	relive	their	high	
school	experiences	through	pictures,	
stories	and	of	course:	the	most	likely	
section.	The	most	likely	section	has	
been	an	age-old	staple	of	high	school	
yearbooks	worldwide.	To	account	
for	the	success	of	most	likely	
section,	I	have	carefully	researched	
many	prominent	figures	of	the	20th	
century,	and	compared	their	legacy	
to	their	“most	likely”	in	their	high	
school	yearbook.	
 Kim Jong-Il:	“Most	
Likely	to	Become	a	Genius”.	This	
foreshadowing	was	proved	mostly	
correct,	with	the	North	Korean	
government	stating	that	he	invented	
particle	physics	and	wrote	books	that	
were	“better	than	any	other	in	the	
history	of	global	literature”.
 Joseph Stalin:	“Most	Likely	
to	Become	a	Tax	Collector”,	he	
went	above	and	beyond	expectations	
by	confiscating	farmland,	cars	and	
almost	anything	under	the	sun	during	
his	years	in	power.		
 Pol Pot (Cambodian 
Dictator):	“Most	Likely	to	
Overdose”,	numerous	critics	say	that	
he	ruled	as	if	he	was	on	some	sort	
of	substance	(then	again,	look	at	his	
name).	
 Idi Amin (Ugandan 
Dictator): “Most	Likely	to	Cause	
a	Scene”,	whether	it	was	his	short	
temper	or	psychotic	fantasies,	even	
in	high	school	he	had	a	reputation	of	
a	clown.	

 Muammar Gaddafi: “Most	
Likely	to	Become	a	
Professional	Prankster”.	
Gaddafi	lived	up	
to	expectations	by	
overthrowing	the	Libyan	
monarchy	in	less	than	3	
hours	in	1969.
 Robert Mugabe: 
“Most	Likely	to	Be	A	
Professional	Jaywalker”,	
his reputation and 
persistence in impeding 
traffic	were	among	the	
main reasons why the 
British	left	Zimbabwe.	
 Fidel Castro: 
“Most	Likely	to	Spend	
Nine	Years	on	His	
Undergraduate	Degree”,	
his	peers	in	high	school	
were	surprisingly	
optimistic.	
 Dennis Rodman: 
“Most	Likely	to	Evade	
Jury	Duty”,	why	else	
would	he	travel	to	North	
Korea?	
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Science and 
Engineering 
Club

    

Science	and	Engineering	Club	is	
an	eclectic	group	of	students	who	
are	interested	in	STEM	subjects	
and	enjoy	challenges	and	service	
projects.	This	past	school	year	we	
worked	on	the	following.	
																-Regional	and	State	
Science	Olympiad.
															-	Worked	with	students	
from	Muir	on	science	projects	every	
other	week.	
															-	Integrated	using	a	3-D	
printer	for	projects	around	school	
               - Competed in the 
Canstruction Competition to donate 
non-perishable	food	items	to	the	
Middleton	Outreach	
																Food	Pantry.	This	year	we	
won	the	Youth	Award	and	donated	
over	850	items	to	the	pantry.
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