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Briefs, Ballots, and Berocca

(by Bayer!): JMM Debate goes to State

By Vishal Narayanaswamy -

On January 17th and 18th, qualifying
members of Memorial’s public forum
debate team attended the Wisconsin
Debate Coaches Association’s 2015
State Debate Tournament in West
Bend, WI. Speaking on the topic of
United Nations Peacekeepers’ power
to engage in offensive operations (a
topic much decried for its lack of
specificity and near-exclusive focus
on UN efforts in the Democratic
Republic of Congo), JMM debaters
and their Madison West counterparts
spent six preliminary rounds arguing both pro and con sides of the resolution
against teams from all around the state. By the end of the prelims, five of
the nine Memorial teams had advanced to the elimination rounds, while the
teams of Brian Luo and Therese Klingele, Peter Yang and Jack Votava, Peter
Rehani and Anirudh Desikan, and Elise Carl and Sanjana Kumar finished
the tournament with 3 wins and 3 losses each, resulting in not a single JMM
team holding a losing record.
In the elimination rounds, freshmen Anurag Sandireddy and Tejvir Mann
finished as octofinalists, losing to a Madison West team on a split decision
by a panel of judges. Juniors Bryce Piotrowski and Alex Dent, along with
the junior-senior duo of Mihir Kansara and Tony Chung, finished their
impressive run in quarterfinals after being seeded against fellow Memorial
teams in the tournament pairings and being coached over by head coach
Timothy Scheffler. The coach-overs then left Memorial’s top two teamsAlekh Kale and Sullivan Sweet, along with Leon Pan and myself- free to
advance to the semifinal rounds. Kale and Sweet, who had a record of 5-1 in
the preliminary rounds and had thus far won all of their elimination rounds,
lost their round on an upset to Brookfield East, ending their impressive instate debate season as semifinalists. On the other side of the bracket, Leon
and I picked up the semifinal round, but narrowly lost the final round on a
2-3 decision, ending our three years in public forum debate as Runners-Up at
State.
This year’s WDCA State Debate Tournament marks Memorial’s 9th
consecutive appearance at the tournament, its 12th time having debaters
in the elimination rounds, and 5th time having debaters in the final round.
Memorial won the state championship in 2010, 2011, and most recently in
2013, when the junior/senior team of Luke Gangler and Edwin Wu defeated
a team from Middleton to win the state title in public forum debate. “For the
team as a whole this is the most dominant performance we’ve ever put up“,
says Timothy Scheffler, who has coached Memorial since 2002, “not only
did we have the largest team in Memorial’s last two decades, but also the
hardest working that I’ve had the chance to coach.”
With yet another solid year at state, JMM Debate has undoubtedly solidified
its record as one of the top debate squads in Wisconsin. From the complexity
of Peter’s poaching arguments and the simplicity of Tejvir’s dinner choices,
to Bryce’s fixation on The Wolf of Wall Street and Alekh’s obsession with
Berocca (by Bayer!) and a heavily-modded copy of The Sims, the 201415 debate season has been nothing short of fantastic for this teary-eyed
senior. Congratulations to all JMM debaters and here’s hoping for another
successful season next year!

FEBRUARY HOLIDAYS

By Evanka Annyapu
February is a unique month.
It’s not only the shortest month of
the year, but a number of holidays
also happen during the span of its
28 (or 29!) days . Of course, we all
know about Valentine’s Day, but
it;s not February’s only special day.
There’s also George Washington’s
and Abraham Lincoln’s birthdays,
and the entire month of February is
national chocolate lover’s month!
Mhmmm…
The Romans developed a
10 month calendar which had the
months from March to December.
This was most likely done because
January and February were months
during which they weren’t able
to harvest. February came to be
when the second king of Rome,
Numa Pompilius, took the throne
in 713 BC. The king wanted to
make the calendar more accurate
by synchronizing it with the lunar
year. Consequently, January and
February were added to the calendar
to complete the lunar year with 354
days. This meant that these two
months had 28 days. Back then, 28
was considered bad luck. With that,
the king added one more day to
January so it had 29 days. February
remained the last month of the year
because it was to remain untouched
for the bad luck it held for having
28 days. After many years went by,
Julius Caesar came along and solved
the calendar problem. He wanted to
line it up with the solar cycle being
roughly 365.2425 days. This meant
that ten days were added to various
months and February increased every
four years (leap year) to 29 days. He
also changed the calendar so that
February was the second month of
the year rather than it being the last.
And readers, that is how the month
of February, came to be.
A few fun facts about February:
·
Every six years, February is
the only month that has four, full
seven-day weeks (2015 is a year
where February does that).
·
February 2nd is the Festival
Day of Candles.
·
National day of the Sun is
celebrated in Argentina.
·
It’s National Cherry Month
too!
·
The 22nd is World Thinking
day.
·
For those out there that love
polar bears, Polar Bear day is on
February 27th.
·
I love to hear fairytales and
there’s a special day in February for
that; the 26th.
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The History Behind
the Hearts
By Maryann Rehani
Around the middle of
February every year, there comes
a day that elicits reactions ranging
from “My favorite day of the year!”
to “I’m going to sit at home and
watch Netflix all day and avoid
the world.” If you haven’t already
guessed it, Valentine’s Day has quite
the variety of responses!
Valentine’s Day hasn’t
always been a day of streaming The
Notebook and ice cream by the tub,
or fancy chocolates with someone
special. Valentine’s Day dates back
to 200 A.D., when Christian Clerics
who went by the name of Valentine
were martyred. In the late 400’s,
Pope Gelasius made February 14th
the date that we would honor Saint
Valentine, the most famous of the
Clerics. It wasn’t until the late
1300’s that Saint Valentine became
associated with the modern holiday.
In the 1600’s, Europeans started
to exchange valentines and by the
1840’s, the United States began to
mass produce valentines every year.
Valentine’s day has become
one of the widest-celebrated holidays
in the United States-right behind
Christmas. Around $448 million
are spent on candy alone the week
prior to Valentine’s in America!
That’s around 58 million pounds or
36 million heart shaped chocolate
boxes! So, the next time you hear
someone ask “Why is Valentine’s
Day a thing?”, you’ll have the
answer and some fun facts to share
too!

COURSE SELECTIONS &
RECOMMENDATIONS
By Kelly Wu
Pictured: The JMM Debate Squad (Jesse Hershberger, Brian Luo, Peter Rehani, Alex
Dent, Bryce Piotrowski, Coach Timothy Scheffler, Alekh Kale, Mihir Kansara, Vishal
Narayanaswamy, Leon Pan, Diana Li, Michael Rehani, Jack Votava, Tejvir Mann, Elise
Carl, Therese Klingele, Sanjana Kumar, Anurag Sandireddy, Peter Yang)
Photo above; Leon Pan and Vishal Narayanaswamy

The time for course selections is here, and with it comes the difficult decision
in of choosing which classes, from the dozens that are offered, will fill your
seven periods for the next school year. On page 2 are some recommendations
from Spartans on which classes are worthwhile additions to your schedule.
Some of the most popular classes are AP World History and Art Metals &
Glass, but there are many more classes not listed below that are well worth
taking (“AP U.S. Government and Politics is boss”- Vishal Narayanaswamy).

COURSE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTINUED...

Yearbook Course
Recommendation

By Leon Pan
In recent years, JMM’s
yearbook, the Olympian, has
gone through many management
changes, from Mr. Thomas
(past-2011) and Mr. Richardson
(2012-2013) in the JMM Business
department, to Ms. Parris Ford
(2014) in the JMM Art department.
Starting next year, creation of
the yearbook will expand from
being in the club to being in
the classroom as well. (Note:
Yearbook class is mistakenly listed
under Business instead of Art in
the 2015-16 curriculum guide.)
Yearbook class will be taught by
Ms. Parris Ford, and instruction
will be during 4th or 7th hour in
the Photo Lab and at the same time
as a CAMM class. Students have
the option of taking the class for a

semester of their choosing (1st or
2nd) or for a full year. The class
will focus on photography, layout,
design concepts, writing, student
body engagement, and accessing
clubs and events under special
Yearbook privileges.
Earlier this year,
Principal Affeldt met with
Olympian and Sword & Shield
club members, telling them, “You
are the historians of Memorial
High School.” As a member of the
school newspaper staff, yearbook
staff, and a Senior of Memorial,
I highly encourage you to take
part in the process of making and
representing the history of our
school. To create something that
thousands of Spartans will see and
experience means making a direct
impact on the legacy of JMM.

AP Psychology
Course Recommendation

By Maryann Rehani
Do you like really hard classes with no
helpful resources? Do you enjoy a class that bores
you into sleeping? Do you like doing tons of
homework? Do you favor a teacher who makes
class unbearable? If you answered yes to these
questions, congratulations, AP Psychology is not
for you!
AP Psych has piles of helpful resources that can easily put you on
the road to success. With a new and interesting topic every day, the class
has both vigor and consistency. The homework for Psych is average for
an AP class, but it is by no means overwhelming. Any homework that’s
done is done for a distinct academic reason and helps students thoroughly
understand the course’s content. The teacher, Ms. Gil Casado, is one of
the most entertaining and enjoyable teachers at JMM. Everday, Casado
makes the class feel personal, with stories about her life that relate to the
class’s units. Ms. Gil Casado is extremely helpful, understanding, and
most importantly, approachable.
Although AP Psych is not an “easy A”, it is feasible for every
student enrolled to pass with flying colors. The skills that are tested
and graded are so vastly distributed that every type of learner has a fair
chance to succeed in the class. I would recommend AP Psychology to
anyone looking for a fun class and a new perspective on life.

Electives from the Family and Consumer Ed
Department Course Recommendations

By Ameya Sanyal
As second semester kicks off, the pressure to choose classes
for the next school year has begun. Although it is important to take
challenging core classes, a “breather” class is equally necessary to relax
and de-stress. With the host of electives Memorial offers, it can often be
tough to choose which to take. While language, music, and art classes
are often first choices for “fun classes”, it is important to not overlook
the wide variety of classes that the Family and Consumer Education
Department has to offer.
The department is divided into four areas: ProStart, Human
Services, Design, and Health Science. These areas are further directed
into different college pathways, such as Hospitality (Restaurant & Food/
Beverage), Human Services (Early Childhood Development), Fashion/
Interior Design, and Health Science. By taking classes in this department,
students have the opportunity to earn industry certification, college
credit, and invaluable experience.
The ProStart classes focus on improving a student’s culinary
skills. The Culinary Basics class helps students learn basic food
preparation techniques, while International Cuisine offers students the
opportunity to prepare more exotic ethnic dishes. These classes are open
to all students, regardless of grade. The ProStart Chef 1 and ProStart
Chef 2 classes build on the skills that students have developed from
Culinary Basics or International Cuisine. These two advanced classes
can help students prepare themselves for culinary school or a potential
job in the service industry. Culinary and ProStart classes are open to
sophomores, juniors and seniors.
Classes in Human Services help students to understand life as an
adult. Child Development explains to students how children grow from
birth to age five. Careers with Children helps students understand more
about possible jobs that involve young children. One of the department’s
newest classes – Parenting and Children – allows students to learn about
the responsibility and commitment that raising a child requires. All three
of these classes are open to sophomores, juniors and seniors. Besides
these classes, new courses Healthy Relationships and Independent Living
offer students the chance to learn more about themselves and the future.
Healthy Relationships, which is open to juniors and seniors, focuses on
the different relationships students may have with themselves, family and
friends. Independent Living, which is open to sophomores, juniors, and
seniors, focuses on life after college and possible hurdles students will
encounter.
For students interested in Fashion/Interior Design, Memorial

FACE Electives Continues on page 6...

Computer Art/Video
Production Course
Recommendation

By Alexandria Miller
As someone who steers
towards and excels in the creative,
artsy side of education, I’ve spent
more time than most in art classes
at JMM. I’ve often thought of
art as merely a hobby, but taking
Video Production with Mr. Frontier
has opened my eyes to entirely
new career options, like being a
newscaster, filmmaker, television
cameraman, or special effects
artist.
In Video Production, you
spend time learning programs
like Adobe Premiere and Adobe
Photoshop, two programs used
to edit images and video. With
computer art, the world’s newest
form of expression, one can make
a lasting impression. In Video
Production, you’ll also learn how
to shoot, edit, and create your own
short films and have the chance
to create your own entry for
Memorial’s annual Filmfest.
Mr. Frontier offers students
an extreme yet comfortable
amount of artistic liberty, letting
you create exactly what you like
with minimal restrictions. He also
interacts with his students often
and lets you explore the Adobe
programs, always ready to answer
questions. I believe experience is
the best way to learn and this class
is full of hands-on work. So if
you’re looking for something new,
interesting, and fun, take Video
Production and branch out beyond
pen and paper.

Anatomy &
Physiology:

Course
Recommendation

By Leon Pan
If you’re interested in pursuing any
type of biology or health science
major, taking Mr. O’ Shuagnessy’s
Anatomy & Physiology class at
Memorial is a must. This is true
for several reasons. First, the
class is one of the most structured
at Memorial. The way Mr. O
organizes the class each day allows
students to learn a lot in a short
amount of time. The class follows
a very set schedule too, with
weekly quizzes, note-taking for
most days, the occasional lab day,
video day, and coloring day (the
fundamental method of teaching
since the glorious kindergarten
days.) Second, the class content
is one of the most practical and
life-related of Memorial sciences.
One of the best parts when learning
is when you hear something in
class that you’ve heard outside
of class as well. If you watch
Bones, House, Grey’s Anatomy,
or even the news, you’ll feel way
smarter understanding the medical
terminology after taking Anatomy
& Physiology. Third, Mr. O is a
fantastic teacher. With his Boston
accent to sometimes-subtlesometimes-blatant innuendos, his
class is one that I sleep the least in.
Besides Mr. O’s quirks, his weekly
quizzes are very straightforward,
so he’s not one to give you any
curveballs; on the contrary, he
tells you what part of your notes
to study from. If that doesn’t make
his class seem easier to get a good
grade in, then this should: unlike
most electives, A&P requires an
87.5% for an A. Fourth, weekly
continued...
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A Note From the Editor

By Nathan Wang
From Mardi Gras to Chinese
New Years, February is a month
filled with joy and groundhogs for
everyone. Also, if you’re into that
kinda thing, Valentine’s Day is also
this month. Though some think
of Valentine’s Day as a day for
love and romance, it’s important
to remember that it’s also a time
for chocolate. And unlike love,
chocolate can be bought in large
quantities and at wholesale (thanks
Costco). Seriously though, give
candies to not just your crush,
but also your friends and teachers
because it’s not just about the
diabetes, but also the thought
behind it. And for those people
you don’t like, just give them kale
chips. February is a month for
happiness, and as we leave our
New Year’s resolutions behind for
Netflix and late night homework
cramming, be sure to make the
most of this magical month. After
all, February only comes once a
year.

Friday bake-offs make the last four
weekdays worth it. Each week,
two people from class warmup
their ovens on Thursday night so
you don’t have to Friday morning.
Not only do you get free food
(until it’s your turn to bake), you
get an excuse to be judgmental as
you vote for which food salivated
your mouth and pleased your taste
buds the most. Whether you’re the
college prep or fun class-seeking
student, the ubiquity of Anatomy
& Physiology should fill any
Spartan’s checklist of standards for
course worthiness.

Peter Jackson’s The Hobbit: The
Battle of the Five Armies
One of the Most Overwrought and
Insulting Additions To Cinema In
Recent Memory
By Jack Harrington

Ankita Jha

Peter Jackson has become the Michael Bay of fantasy films. Think about it:
Throughout my high school career,
1) They both make movies that critics and fans alike think are
I have always tried to find time
unnecessarily long. (The Hobbit and Transformers)
for photography. As a person who
2) They make sequels to films when one film was more than enough (The
found drawing and other art forms
Hobbit).
to be a bit difficult, I found a great
3) They went from making respected films to making cash-grab
passion for photography. I managed
entertainment (Lord of the Rings and King Kong to Jackson, Bad Boys and
to take the photography classes
Pearl Harbor to Bay)
offered at the school and found
4) Their movies have ridiculously long fight scenes where you can’t tell
them to be some of the best classes
what’s going on and you don’t really care.
I have taken at JMM. After my
5) Their biggest films are adaptations of existing material. (Lord of the
Photo 1 class my freshman year,
Rings by Tolkien and Transformers by Hasbro)
I found myself taking my camera
6) The only people who truly love their films are people who already love
everywhere with me. Whether
the source material.
I was simply going to a friend’s
7) They make sequels that no one really thinks should exist. (The Hobbit’s
house or going on a trip with my family, I always had my camera bag by
stretched trilogy and Transformers 2, 3, and 4)
my side. Although now as a senior I am quite busy, I still try to find ways to
8) Their films are overloaded with Computer Generated Imagery (CGI).
incorporate photography into my life. Such examples being, taking pictures
9) Both Bay and Jackson have bloated film budgets (The Hobbit runs
of school events for the yearbook or bringing my camera along with me to
$745,000,000 for 3 films and Transformers cost $810,000,000 for 4).
college visits. I believe that wherever my future takes me, it will not be hard
If this hasn’t yet clued you in to my opinions of The Hobbit: The
to take my camera along and continue my passion for photography.
Battle of Five Armies, I’ll rephrase: there is not a film that has come out
in recent memory that felt so insultingly mediocre. This isn’t to say The
Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien itself is bad, and while I’m not a huge fan of
fantasy, I admit that I loved the epics that he composed. While it certainly
has its flaws, Tolkien’s Hobbit is a masterpiece of the fantasy genre and
arguably a masterpiece of literature. By contrast, Peter Jackson’s Hobbit
trilogy is an outright insult to not only Tolkien’s work, but to cinema itself.
This film disrespects its source material with poor characterization, lack
of believability (even with the suspension of disbelief needed for a fantasy
picture), atrocious cinematography and lighting, and a painfully anticlimactic
ending. For those of you haven’t seen The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five
Armies, this review contains spoilers.
Let’s start with the easiest complaint about the movie: the character
Alfrid Lickspittle, servant to the Master of Lake-town. Alfrid’s is the JarJar Binks of The Hobbit Trilogy; annoying, pointless, meant for comic
relief but fails miserably, and confusing. We get it, Peter Jackson, Alfrid is
meant to show human greed, but there is nothing deeper to the character
than “I want gold”. He never changes, never develops, and never serves any
deeper purpose. Beyond this, Alfrid is an absolutely pointless character. His
existence changes nothing, besides delaying the death of a few Orcs by 20
seconds. He falls off a boat, tries to steal a woman’s blanket, supports Bard
as the new Master of Laketown (in hopes it’ll get him gold), insults the
dwarves for taking gold that isn’t actually his, shows extreme cowardice in
trying to hide with the women during the battle, runs off with a bra full of
gold (heavy sigh), and then… disappears? After this he’s never seen again.
The filmmakers put so much work into forcing the idea of greed being bad
down your throat that the movie gives no answers as to Alfrid’s ultimate fate. by Brian Luo
The other frustrating thing about his character is that though he’s meant to be Love is in the air once again at JMM. Looking for a gift for that special
played for comic relief, Alfrid isn’t even remotely funny. For example, Alfrid someone? Well, look no further than JMM’s Singing Valentines! Ever since
tries to escape the titular battle by hiding from the Orcs with the women, but a few years ago, the JMM Vocal Music Department has jumped on the
once discovered, stuffs bags of coins he found lying on the ground into his
bandwagon of Singing Valentines and they have been a smash every year.
bra. This is low level slapstick that doesn’t appeal to anyone in the target
For just $5, you can choose your group of singers to sing for that special
audience for a Hobbit film.
person in your name (or do it anonymously) on Friday, February 13th
Another egregious sin committed by this film is its complete lack of
throughout the day! Get one for a crush, a friend, or a total stranger; as a joke
believability. Keep in mind that’s after taking into account the fact that this is or out of affection; however you want it. Luscious and fresh red roses are an
a fantasy film. Take, for instance, Smaug’s attack on Laketown. Bard’s bow
extra $2 for you romantics out there. Choose from hits like:
is broken and he has one metal arrow left to kill Smaug, or the entire town
will come to an end. So what does Bard do? He ties a rope to two wooden
Enrique Iglesia’s Hero performed by the amorous lady-killer Mark
beams as a bow string and uses his son’s shoulder as an arrow rest. After
Anthony Banaag
having his son move just a smidgen to the right, he uses this makeshift bow
Ingrid Michaelson’s The Way I Am performed by the angelic Mara
and launches the arrow perfectly to kill Smaug. Are you kidding me? This is
Blumenstein, Eva Cornwell, Kyra Hirata, and Abby Sutherland
a cheap ploy to build tension, so cheap that it abandons credibility and good
Beyonce’s Love on Top appropriately performed by the soulful, operatic
storytelling entirely, destroys the scene’s momentum, and left a bad taste in
harmonies of Alyssa Ayen, Gwen Paker, Kennedy Allison, and Jena Bliss
my mouth. The other insultingly ridiculous act is when Thorin Oakenshield
A classic Disney Medley performed by the mesmerizing Lea Hulsey,
throws the Orc Azog -the Middle Earth version of a cinderblock tied to a
Greta Larget, Elizabeth Robbins, and Julia Siegal
chair- and Azog just stands there befuddled as the cracked ice begins to
John Legend’s All of Me performed by the swoonful barbershop quartet
capsize and bring him down under. After Azog has sunken under the icy top
of Allan Armbruster, Noah Clark, Ben Shovers, and Alec West
of the waterfall, his body begins to resurface. This is where problem one
arrives. Though the edge of waterfall is likely frozen entirely, there would
...and many more! Come to the cafeteria anytime during either lunch from
still be a current, since they’re fighting on top of a river. Therefore, Azog
Tuesday, February 3rd through Tuesday, February 10th to buy a Singing
would float to the top of the water, right below the ice, and stop at the edge of Valentine, or get a friend to do it for you if you’re extra paranoid about it
the waterfall. Instead, he somehow defies all basic concepts of water currents being hush-hush. Your person will love it, guaranteed! And don’t forget to
and floats against the current towards Thorin. Thorin decides to follow his
have a happy Valentine’s Day.
body to insure that Azog is, in fact, dead. They hit a part of thick, white ice
where we can make out Azog’s body, but no real details.Out of nowhere,
Azog’s sword pierces through the ice and Thorin’s foot. Judging by the way
his body is shown through the ice, that ice is at least six to eight inches thick.
Have you ever stabbed an ice cube? Try it (adult supervision required)- you
could sharpen the hell out of a knife, and you won’t be able to pierce the
ice farther than a few millimeters, but somehow Azog, with his absolutely
ridiculous sword arm thing that’s possibly compensating for something, is
not only able to use this dulled out, rusty blade to pierce through half a foot
of solid ice, but also a man’s foot, all while lying perpendicular to the ice.
That makes absolute, complete, and utterly perfect sense.
Yet another problem with Peter Jackson’s envisioning of The Hobbit
is its cinematography. Part of the Lord of the Rings’ fame comes from the
continued on page 6 ...

Singing Valentines
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Prep Profiles
Name: Koko Songolo
Favorite Class: English
Current Sport: Basketball
Career Highlights: Adding on to the
conference title streak
I love basketball because: I get to
do what I love in front of a packed
gym and there is no other feeling
like it
Season goal: My goal this season is
to win state
Other sports: I have thought about
running track, but right now I’m
focusing on the basketball season
I love being a Spartan because:
because we are all provided with
activities and clubs that we are
interested in
Most memorable moment in sports:
going to myrtle beach last season
and playing some top competition
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: probably when I played two
years up and got dunked on in a
packed AAU game
Everyone on the team knows me as
the guy who… that can put smiles
on people’s faces
Pregame music playlist: a lot of drill
music, or anything to bring out my
inner savage
Pregame fuel: some water,
Gatorade and a protein bar or
something
Most inspirational teammate: I’m
inspired by all of the other seniors
on my team in different ways
Favorite Athlete: Russell Westbrook
Favorite Opponent: I like competing
against East a lot
I wish I could compete against: I
wish I could have a three point
shoot out with Stephen curry
Favorite Movie: I am Legend w/
will smith
Favorite TV show: Prison Break
I describe myself as: a driven and
hard working guy
I look up to: my older brother
Ngijol
I can’t live without: my daily dose
of chocolate milk
I wish I could meet: Mohammed Ali
During the Olympics I watched:
Usain Bolt a lot
Did you know… that I lived in
France when I was younger
On the bucket list: I want to do
something like skydiving or
bungee jumping
Spartan cards sold: 15

Name: Geordi Haerr-

Hartmann

Favorite Class: Freshman gym
Current Sport: Swimming
Career Highlights: winning the
pineapple relay with authority
I love swimming because: It helps
me prepare for Ultimate Season.
Season goal: go a 21 second 50
freestyle.
Other sports: Foosball, FIFA, ping
pong and Ultimate (if that counts
as one).
I love being a Spartan because: I’m
part of a community
Most memorable moment in sports:
witnessing Dan Raabe block Amos
Kaldor’s shot into a different time
zone in basketball.
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: Losing the dodgeball
tournament
Everyone on the team knows me as
the guy who... Is hands down the
best FIFA player
Pregame music playlist: Everytime
we touch.
Pregame fuel: food, sometimes with
water but not always.
Most inspirational teammate: APW
Favorite Athlete: Geordi Nelson
Favorite Opponent: West
I wish I could compete against: Dan
Raabe in his prime
Favorite Movie: Dude where’s my
car
Favorite TV show: Game of
Thrones
I describe myself as: modest, with a
touch of handsome
I look up to: Jon Wilkins
I can’t live without: a pulse
I wish I could meet: The girl from
the AT & T commercials
During the Olympics I watched:
Sports
Did you know… Chris McCarthy
shaves his nipples
Post High School plans: waterpolo
and frisbee at UW
On the bucket list: a positive KD
Spartan cards sold: several

Name: Claire Franken
Favorite Class: social dance
Current Sport: basketball
Career Highlights: the game against
sun prairie when I went in the
game
I love basketball because: it gets me
hella dudes
Season goal: pants Gabrielle
during a game
Other sports: golf
I love being a Spartan because: I
bleed green and white
Most memorable moment in sports:
qualifying as a team for the state
tournament my sophomore year
for golf
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: I fall a lot
Everyone on the team knows me as
the gal who… grams too much
Pregame music playlist: Nasitta’s
freestyle
Pregame fuel: milios
Most inspirational teammate: Nasitta
Keita
Favorite Athlete: Nasitta Keita
Favorite Opponent: Nasitta Keita
I wish I could compete against:
Wesley Matthews
Favorite Movie: The Help
Favorite TV show: Grey’s Anatomy
I describe myself as: a baller
I look up to: Coach Snodgrass
I can’t live without: Food
I wish I could meet: Coach Julka’s
family
During the Olympics I watched:
swimming
Did you know… Kaitlin Worman
crossed Nasitta and broke her
ankles
Post High School plans: college
On the bucket list: go to twirp with
Laker
spartan cards sold: 1 to my mom

Seattle Seahawks to honor Packers
Tight End Brandon Bostick by
Inducting Him into Team Hall of
Fame

By Caleb Walker
Following their come from behind
victory over the Green Bay Packers in the NFC
Championship game, allowing them to return to the
Super Bowl for the second straight year, the Seattle
Seahawks announced that they will induct Green
Bay Packers 3rd string tight end Brandon Bostick
into their teams Hall of Fame despite never having
played in a game for the Seahawks. Bostick, whose
failure to catch an onside kick that would have ended
the game and the Seahawks season, allowed Seattle
to recover the ball and keep the game alive. The
Seahawks went on to score and ended up winning
the game in overtime sending them to their second
straight Super Bowl while bringing the Packers
season to a heartbreaking end. Acknowledging that
they would “not be in the Super Bowl” if it weren’t
for Bostick the Seahawks announced that they will
honor his “contributions to our championship run” by

American Sniper Review

by Dane Peplinski
American Sniper is based on the
autobiography of Chris Kyle, a Navy
SEAL known for being the most
lethal sniper in American History.
In his service during the Iraq War,
Kyle racked up over 160 confirmed
kills and was dubbed “The Devil
of Ramadi” by the insurgents he
fought. The film, directed by Clint
“talks-to-a-chair” Eastwood and
starring Bradley Cooper, focuses
on Kyle’s service during the war
by giving audiences a soldier’s
perspective of the hellish conditions
of the battlefield. American
Sniper is unsettlingly brutal in its
depiction of both the war and the
psychological toll of battle on Kyle
and his fellow soldiers. The film,
which has been nominated for six
Academy Awards, has received
a fair share of controversy for
what many perceive to be Kyle’s
simplified and racist view of the Iraqi
people, as well as for revisionism
of the false intelligence that led
to the Iraq War in the first place.
Despite these controversies, Sniper
succeeds in its portrayal of Chris
Kyle after the end of the Iraq War,
and the associated treatment of
veterans following their return home.
Eastwood, who has likened the
film’s story to the “endless cycle of
war”, deserves praise for centering
the story on Kyle’s family life and
the toll that the war takes on the
sniper’s wife. Ultimately, American
Sniper reignites a valuable national
conversation about the complexity
and brutality of war, as well as
America’s regard for its veterans
after they have served honorably
in battle. With the recent scandal
at VA hospitals, in which many
veterans died awaiting delayed
medical care, the discussion that
Eastwood sparks with American
Sniper about truly supporting our
troops is an undoubtedly essential
one that all Americans must take part
in. Seeing this movie has left me
truly speechless. American Sniper
is a well done apolitical portrayal
of one man’s place in a much larger
struggle- a struggle both against
terror and against domestic apathy. I
Give American Sniper 10 out of 10
stars.

making him an honorary member of their team Hall
of Fame. In addition to the Seahawks Hall of Fame
induction, a life size statue of Bostick will also be
placed in the front entrance of the Seahawks home
stadium, Centurylink Field. Seahawks owner Paul
Allen also announced that if his team were to win the
Super Bowl, Bostick would be given a Super Bowl
ring along with the rest of the Seahawks organization,
lead the Seahawks Super Bowl victory parade,
would raise the 12th man flag at the Seahawks home
opener next season and would star alongside Russell
Wilson in next seasons American Family Insurance
commercials. When reached for comment Bostick
said he was honored to be inducted into the Seahawks
Hall of Fame. When asked for their opinion, the
majority of Seattle fans admitted they had no idea
who Brandon Bostick was, as most of them had only
become fans of the Seahawks after they won last
year’s Super Bowl and were not familiar with any
players on the Seahawks or any other teams except
for Richard Sherman, Russell Wilson and Marshawn
Lynch.
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Net Neutrality - I Can Haz
Internets?
By Amol Rajesh

Je Suis Charlie: The Virtues
and Vices it Stands for

By Leon Pan
On Wednesday, January 9, two al-Qaeda-linked gunmen stormed the
streets of Paris, France in search of the Charlie Hebdo newspaper building.
Antagonized by the publication’s reputation for mocking Islam, the two
gunmen executed 11 Charlie Hebdo artists and journalists. The two made
their escape by car with the help of an accomplice, not hesitating to gun
down 1 more police officer as they made their way through the Paris suburb
Montrouge. Later that day, one of the men turned himself in after seeing his
name broadcasted. By the end of the day, 88,000 people were searching for
the gunmen according to CNN, millions mourned the 12 deaths on social
media, and “Je Suis Charlie” (French for “I am Charlie”) became an instant,
international icon for free speech and those killed.
By Friday morning, French police and Special Forces tracked the
remaining two gunmen to a warehouse where a worker was trapped inside.
As the afternoon arrived, a new crisis had emerged. In a separate but
undoubtedly coordinated ploy, a gunman, hoping to leverage for the lives
of the two al-Qaeda affiliates trapped in a warehouse, took hostages in a
kosher supermarket in the Paris suburb of Porte de Vincennes. The effort was
unsuccessful, as all three gunmen, at the warehouse and supermarket, were
killed mid-operation which also resulted in the deaths of four hostages.
The aftermath of the attacks saw a world-wide movement: 1.6 million
in Paris and 4 million throughout France marched in solidarity to chant the
iconic “Je Suis Charlie.” They were joined by more than 40 heads of state,
representing countries all over Europe and Africa (interestingly, the US did
not send any high-ranking officials.) Due to unprecedented demand, Charlie
Hebdo printed 5 million copies of its following issue; before, the newspaper
had averaged 60,000 copies a week.
What the “Je Suis Charlie” movement means to the free world, good and
bad:
On the bright side, the attack on Charlie Hebdo displays the resilience
of the free world. With such unprecedented support for the newspaper
organization, it remains clear that free speech and free press are held in
popular regard by people around the world. It highlights social progress in
a country where just centuries ago, you could be guillotined for doing what
Fox News so eloquently does to Obama.
On a darker note, the symbolizing of Charlie Hebdo shows us
the irony behind defending the virtues of free speech as well as the irony
behind which deaths we choose to martyr. While millions erected Charlie
Hebdo as a sign of freedom, French Muslims didn’t forget so quickly that
the publication is racially charged with Islam-defiling satire. Even if the
publication’s main targets are radicalized Islamist terrorists, its content
is overall racist, stereotyping Muslims with crude, naked drawings, and
defaming Islam’s holy prophet Muhammad (many interpretations consider
the depiction of Muhammad as blasphemous.) So it’s no surprise that
virtually no Muslims participated in pro-Charlie marches that January
weekend. On the contrary, tens of thousands refused French President
Hollande’s moment of silence. For many, saying “I am Charlie” isn’t
saying “I am a defender of freedoms” but rather “I am OK with religious
defamation.” As Scott Sayare of The Atlantic writes, “From the perspective
of many Muslims, to declare oneself “Charlie” is to affirm a national identity
of exclusion.” Just as we Americans allow the Ku Klux Klan to operate as
a legitimate organization and Westboro Baptist Church to picket military
funerals, defending the virtues of free speech, press, and religion also means
defending the vices, no matter how radical.
Perhaps just as fascinating is how we represent one massacre
over another. Earlier in the same month of January, international terrorist
organization Boko Haram orchestrated the largest massacre of its history.
After defeating Nigerian Security Forces in Baga, Nigeria, Boko Haram
killed over 2000 civilians, literally wiping out towns and villages. Yet
international outcry and media attention was almost nonexistent. Compared
to demonstrations over the 11 killed at Charlie Hebdo, the extermination
of villages made less impact on the Internet and TV than Frankie Muniz
after Malcolm in the Middle. In some respects, this lack of attention is
understandable: France had citizens with direct access to the world during
the Paris attacks and a stable, quickly-affirmative government to quickly
condemn the attacks while Nigeria is just now growing a base of citizens
with internet access as well as having a government riddle with corruption
and cover-ups. But what does it say when we choose to martyr the deaths of
12 over deaths of 2000 or the many other atrocities erupting in places like
Yemen, the Congo, and Somalia?
Charlie Hebdo remains an overall positive symbol for France, despite
its disturbing undertones. But if we can clearly docket racism as bad and
human life as most sacred, then what does “Je Suis Charlie” say about the
values we uphold?

Demonstrators
march for
Charlie Hebdo.

If you’ve been following the news, you may have heard about the Federal
Communications Commission’s (FCC) discussions over Title II and
Internet regulations. For many, this wonkish jargon may appear confusing,
dull, or simply nonsensical. Luckily, this article will give readers a simple
explanation of Title II and the principle of net neutrality.
What is Net Neutrality?
Net Neutrality is the idea that all Internet traffic should be treated the same.
It is based on the principle that Internet Service Providers (ISPs), such as
Comcast, AT&T, or Verizon, should not have the ability to charge different
customers different prices for visiting certain websites.
What is Title II?
Title II refers to utility-based government regulation of the Internet that
could help implement Net Neutrality. Title II assumes the Internet to be
equivalent to a public utility, such as water or electricity. Since public
utilities are regulated monopolies (MG&E, for example is the sole provider
of electricity in Madison), Title II also aims to make broadband companies
a regulated monopoly. Doing so would enable the government to make sure
that Internet Service Providers would charge all customers equally by setting
price controls, much like what we see in electricity prices.
How does it affect society?
Although Net Neutrality and Title II seem to have positive intentions,
the potential effects it could have on Internet innovation and the average
consumer could be quite devastating. Firstly, it is not clear whether the
Internet should be considered a public utility due to its constant innovation.
Over the past 30 years, the water delivery system to homes has hardly
changed, while the Internet has gotten cheaper and faster through more
advanced delivery methods (wireless and fiber-optic technologies). By
regulating Internet Service Providers like public utilities, competition may
be reduced and innovation may ultimately suffer. Furthermore, Title II may
result in the heaviest users of the Internet being subsidized by other users,
despite the fact that the heaviest users cause the most investment in the
network. The heaviest users of internet, often tech companies, stretch the
limits of broadband networks and are the main reason why Internet Service
Providers have to increase capacity to meet that demand. For example it’s
estimated that Netflix takes up 33% of the United States bandwidth during
peak hours. Opponents of Title II think that it is fair that Internet Service
Providers should be able to charge Netflix higher rates because Netflix
disproportionately causes higher investment in broadband networks. On that
same note, the fact that they have to charge all customers equally could raise
the cost of Internet for the average customer.
Final Thoughts
Net Neutrality and Title II are complicated principles and ideas that could
greatly affect Internet policy for decades to come. Although Net Neutrality
and Title II appear egalitarian, it could create an unfair pay system and
hamper Internet innovation.

Crisis in Yemen

By Amit Rajesh

With ISIS, AirAsia, and the Patriots’ “Deflategate” controversy dominating
today’s news, a huge story is being overlooked- the Yemeni crisis. Yemen, a
country in the Middle East, is in the midst of a revolution after a rebel group
called the Houthis overthrew the government in January. The capital, Sana’a,
has turned into a warzone, and if this weren’t bad enough, Southern Yemen
is thinking of seceding to become an independent state. With the world
anxiously waiting to see what will happen next, let’s try to understand this
madness.
Lets start with the rebellious Houthis group. Believe it or not, this
group has been in Yemen since 2004, when it was created by a man named
Hussein Badr al-Dine al-Houthi. Houthi believed in a moderate offshoot
of Shia Islam, Zaydi Islam, but unfortunately took Zaydi teachings to the
extreme and incorporated them into his political career. He started a political
and religious movement, and, using his anti-American rhetoric, created a
group of devoted supporters, the Houthis.
The initial Houthi uprising didn’t bode well with then-President Ali Abdullah
Saleh, and the tensions between him and the Houthis boiled over and resulted
in armed conflict in 2004. During this war, al-Houthi was killed. However,
the death of their founder hasn’t stopped the Houthis from fighting, as they
have been attacking the Yemeni government on and off for the last decade.
The result is a stalemate that has taken a huge toll on the population and has
left thousands of people homeless.
Things tipped in favor of the Houthis in 2012, when Saleh, who had ruled
Yemen for nearly three decades, was forced out by popular protests and
replaced by Abd Rabbhu Mansyr Hadi as President, who was considerably
weaker than Saleh. The Houthis have taken advantage of this opportunity
and resurged in the last two years. Now, in 2015, it’s clear that the rebels are
close to winning their war against the government. They have nearly taken
the capital, and forced President Hadi and the Prime Minister to resign. Some
civilians even cheered when the Houthis marched into Sana’a, believing
them to be more effective rulers than the incompetent Hadi.
If all of this weren’t bad enough, South Yemen, which was an independent
country until Saleh made it a part of Yemen in 1994, is moving towards
secession. Since Yemeni unification over twenty years ago, both Saleh
and Hadi have strived to make sure that the region doesn’t try to gain
independence again. However, now that Hadi is out of power, many in South
Yemen believe that now is the time to become a free state once more.
Ultimately, the Houthis group has taken advantage of new President Hadi’s
weak leadership and nearly beaten the Yemeni government, to the delight of
some of its citizens. It’s evident that Yemen is a giant mess, and it will take
a long time until it is cleaned up. One can only hope that Yemen won’t turn
into a failed state like many of its Middle Eastern neighbors.
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The College Application Process
By Shalini Patro

Many high school students think that the college application process
starts at the beginning of their senior year. However, that actually can’t be
any farther than the truth. In reality, the college application process starts
the minute prospective students enter high school (Freshman year), or even
earlier. Though it depends on which schools you want to apply to, generally,
the more competitive the school, the earlier you need to start the college
application process.
When asked about the first time they thought about the college
application process, high school seniors generally have different responses.
JMM seniors Leon Pan and Shivani Kumar both say, “June/summer of
junior year.” In contrast, Ms. Ford’s daughters (all since graduated) thought
about the process the summer before their junior year. Personally, I thought
about the college application process the summer before sophomore year.
There are four main aspects to the college application process: planning/
researching, getting involved, visiting, and applying. While the last three
steps can be done within the last three years of high school, planning/
researching is a longer process. Here’s a more in-depth description that
gives more of an idea of what should be done in each process, as well as
approximately what time each process should be done.
Planning/Researching (Time period: Freshman year, or before
high school): This step should be done as soon as possible. The earlier
done, the longer you have to complete the rest of the steps in the process.
While planning may seem like a boring ideal, it can give you a goal to
work toward, rather than haphazardly try new activities with no relevance.
What can be researched during this process? Everything! Anything from
potential colleges, scholarships. tests, extracurriculars, and even the
entirety of the process itself! The more you know, the easier the process
can get. That being said, it is important not to look for items to “pad
your resumé”, or items that only look good to certain colleges. The more
genuine interest invested in the activities done, the greater chance you could
potentially have in getting into their dream college. Once you have finished
researching, it is then easier to plan and execute the activities that interest
you. Instead of wasting time further along the road on researching potential
ways to improve your resumé, time can be saved by going into the store of
information you had saved from before.
Getting Involved (Time period: Freshman year & beyond): This is
perhaps the most important step of the process. Good ideas are just ideas
unless they are executed and carried out. Most schools have a multitude of
opportunities for students who seek them out. Getting involved in sports
and clubs will showcase how much you care about school, as well as
reflects interest in the activities you do. In addition to participating during
the school year, it is important to participate in summer activities. It will
help to show that you’re a proactive student, even during the times that
they are away from school. A good way to demonstrate involvement is by
picking up a job, volunteering, or even working for an internship.
Visiting (Time period: Freshman/Sophomore/Junior/Senior year): It
is important to visit colleges to see if you really want to go there. Brochures
highlight the college’s best aspects but what may look good on paper might
totally have a different feel once you are there. College is an expensive
privilege, and so it’s important that you feel sure with where you plan on
going. Most colleges offer tours of their campuses as well as a chance to see
a class in action. Scheduling a visit while on a family vacation, or during
any time off from school is a good idea.
Applying (Time period: Summer before Senior Year): This is
the final step of the application process. If the previous steps have been
done well, then this process will hopefully be a breeze. The Common
Application platform opens late in the summer, so it is important to get a
head start while you can. Speaking from experience, I know many seniors
this year who had trouble balancing school and applying to college due to
procrastination. Maximizing the amount of time you have will always prove
to be beneficial.
As stated before, it is important to start the college application
process as soon as possible. The more competitive the college applied to,
the earlier the process must begin. For military schools and international
schools, there is often a much longer process (with the same steps) that
must be started even earlier than the normal college process. Therefore,
if there is one thing that one should take away from this article, it’s this:
maximize the amount of time available to you earlier on. Your future
college-bound self will thank you for it.

FACE Electives Continued from page 1...

offers four classes. The first course – Fashion & Sewing – focuses on
a variety of sewing projects. This class is open to all grades. Fashion
Merchandising & Advanced Sewing develops the skills learned in Fashion
& Sewing. Sophomores, juniors and seniors are eligible to take this class.
Introduced last year, Architectural Interior Design gives students the
opportunity to design a variety of housing structures. Similar to Fashion &
Sewing, sophomores, juniors and seniors are eligible to participate in this
elective opportunity. New this year, Career Internships is being offered to
both juniors and seniors. Historically, this amazing opportunity to receive
money, credit and experience in a career-related field has only been open
to seniors. Unlike other electives, Career Internships offers students the
opportunity to earn up to two credits and the possibility to receive state
recognition.
Finally, Health Science classes can help students to learn more about
the medical field. Open to sophomores, juniors and seniors, Health Science
Occupations allows students to get a taste for a health care related future.
Recently renamed, Body Structure & Function helps students develop
skills and concepts learned in Health Science Occupations. Nonetheless,
this class can be taken without taking Health Science occupations, as it is
open to all grades. The last class that is related to Health Science is Medical
Terminology. Students learn more about medical terms and when they
should be used. This class is offered to sophomores, juniors and seniors.
Overall, although there are certain “popular” elective choices, it is
important to consider not as well-known classes. Many electives that the
Family and Consumer Ed Department offer are intriguing and can help
jumpstart student’s futures. The staff for the department – Ms. Brechler,
Ms. Brutscher and Ms. Costello – are friendly and knowledgeable. So when
course selection cards are distributed, make sure to take a look at other
options. You might be surprised to find something you are really interested
in!

HOBBIT REVIEW BY JACK HARRINGTON CONTINUED...

beautiful landscapes the series used in New Zealand. While it truly
is a beautiful land, most of the non-helicopter and drone-filmed
scenes are made with amateurish computer generated effects. They
make characters hidden and hard to see, even in broad daylight, and
leave an impression of filth in all of them that wasn’t present in the
first two films. This wasn’t even an aesthetic choice or an allusion
to the metaphorical filth that’s developed when greed takes over the
characters’ thoughts, because the movie randomly switches to scenes
with great lighting and cinematography that makes the characters
look nice and helps the film’s aesthetic appear professional. This is
especially present with the close-ups of Thorin during his descent
into madness, as the movie flops back and forth between grimy
cinematography to the gorgeous, well lit, crisp cinematography from
the earlier films. The film’s visuals end up being a blend of gorgeous
New Zealand landscapes, poorly filmed close-ups, regular action
takes, and computer generated nightmares.
The worst part of the film is its dull and anticlimactic ending.
The entire battle is awkwardly composed. Most of the close-up fight
sequences revolve around Bard trying to save his children and get
them to safety, and Thorin and Marginally Recognizable Dwarves
That You Almost Remember The Names Of all decide to go climb
the mountain and kill Azog and Bolg to stop the Orcs. Otherwise
they’re randomly spliced in scenes of the humans, elves, and dwarves
fighting the orcs in unrecognizable chaos. Have you ever watched
someone play a real time strategy game, like Civilization or Starcraft?
It’s incredibly dull unless you are offering advice on how the person
playing should control their army. In this movie, it’s essentially that,
except there is no way to control any of the armies, it’s about half
as interesting, and there is no explanation as to how it ends. The
Orc leaders are killed, and then the entire battle ends. There’s no
explanation with what happened to the remaining orcs, no reference to
the number of casualties faced, nor any reasonable explanation on how
the dwarves, elves, and humans plan to split the gold inside the Lonely
Mountain. The battle just ends, Bilbo say goodbye to Thorin, and then
to Gandalf and heads home. Thorin’s battle with Azog is as exciting
as the battle gets other than Legolas fight Blog for a few moments.
For the fact that the battle started lest than halfway into the film, it
can’t be said that they rushed through the war. They mostly just did a
terrible job at conveying what happened. There’s little more to it than
the elves, dwarves, and humans fought together, eventually Thorin and
Co. decide to go kill Azog and Bolg, which costs them their lives, and
everyone disappears. It’s hard, nearing impossible to follow in deeper
context without the book to help fill in the holes.
I was not very fond of The Hobbit Trilogy as a whole, but
this was weakest link in the chain, and it also happens to be the last
link. I went into this expecting to dislike it and it fell well below
those expectations. Peter Jackson may have had his heart in the right
place when bringing The Hobbit to the big screen, but the film’s
shortcomings are too large to forgive, especially in comparison to
Jackson’s masterful Lord of the Rings.
The Hobbit 3/10

Bomb Threats Causing Major
Disruption
to Airlines
by Alison Butler-Córdova

Looks like air travel just got quite a bit more complicated than trying
to make it through TSA security check and finding the corresponding
terminal to one’s flight. USA Today reports that, for at least sixteen
times in the past four days, flights have been disrupted by false
bomb threats. On January 17th, F-16 fighter jets escorted passenger
planes after bomb threats were made in Atlanta. Several more flights,
including ones from Long Beach to Seattle, Newark to Miami, Atlanta
to Raleigh, and Los Angeles to Orlando have also been disturbed by
ultimately false reports of terrorist activities. Questions arise as to why
the FBI and security are taking so many of these seriously, considering
that since January 17th, upwards of 50 threats have been made against
airlines, and now that a U.S. official has claimed that most of these
threats are “copycat incidents.” No matter what, these threats are taken
seriously, according to a tweet the FBI had sent to 14 year old Dutch
twitter user, “QueenDemetriaX_Sarah.” However, not all threats are
grounded in truth, clearly, and the flights disturbed are only the ones
who have threats made against them that have been ruled as credible.
As for now, with a raging blizzard affecting the northern east coast,
it seems that air travel will have even more reasons than just Twitter
threats to cancel flights.
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ONCE ON THIS ISLAND

Above:Kiran Arora, Emma
Sorenson, Gwen Paker, Chloe
Baumbach, Caitlin Houck-King,
Jena Bliss, Greta Larget, Kata
Hahn, Sam Cibula, Josh Ludtke,
Nathan Swartz, Hannah Metzger,
Kaitlyn Hamers

By Ankita Jha
This year, Memorial Theather
Company chose “Once on This
Island” as their winter musical.
The large cast gave a very lively,
upbeat, and emotinal performance.
The musical is told by a group of
story tellers who introduce and
conclude the acts. The plot revolves
around a village of peasants living
on an island in the French Antilles
archipelago, where the French
have created a resort and a high
class society that starkly contrasts
with the peasants’ lifestyle. The
main conflict arises when one of
the peasant girls falls in love with
one of the high class French men.
Brian Luo, who has been apart of
MTC for all four years of his high
school career, plays the French
man, Daniel Beauxhomme, while
Kateri Klingele plays the peasant
girl, named Ti Moune. Along side
Ti Moune and Daniel the Gods the
peasants worshiped also were central
characters of musical. The Goddess
of Love (Eva Cornwell), God of the
Sea (Andrew Turner), Goddess of the
Earth (Alyssa Ayen), and the God of
Death (Aris Awes) helped guide Ti
Moune and progress the story.
The stage crew did an
exceptional job with this musical. An
impresive element of the set is the
second stage, similar to a balcony,
where the Gods of the peasants
resided and sang. In the same light,
the costume department also did a
wonderful job. The peasants were
dressed beautifully in colorful,
vibrant, and bohemian clothing.

Above; Eva Cornwell, Adrianne Oliva,
Loren McMahon, Addie Zweifel, Sam
Cibula, Thérèse Klingele, Sarah Silvers,
Kaitlyn Hamers, Colin Pitman, Nate Kiehn,
Julia Siegal, Emma Sorenson

The Sword & Shield highly
recommends Once on this Island and
hopes that all Spartans will be able
to catch a showing of MTC’s latest
offering.

Above: Brian Luo, Kateri Klingele
Malcolm Buisch, Allan
Armbruster

Above: Nathan Swartz, Kateri Klingele,
Gwen Paker, Brian Luo

Right;Gwen Paker, Cailey McDaniel,
Allan Armbruster, Colin Pitman

Right:Sarah Silvers, Kata Hahn,
Chloe Baumbach

(above) Eva Cornwell, Loren
McMahon, Abby Sutherland, and
Mara Blumenstein

God of Death:Aris Awes
Allan Armbruster, Kateri Klingele

Kennedy Allison, Eden Foster, Julia Siegal, Jena Bliss, Addie Zweifel, Cailey
McDaniel, Hannah Metzger, Thérèse Klingele, Gwen Paker, Nathan Swartz

Nathan
Swartz,
Audrey
Accardo,
Jazymne
Navar,
Allan
Armbruster, Adrienne Oliva, Sam Cibula, Malcolm Buisch, Mara Blumenstein, Kateri
Klingele, Kaitlyn Hamers, Kata Hahn, Nate Kiehn, Brian Luo, Lea Hulsey, Julia Siegal
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Announcements:
See ‘Selma’ In Theaters
JMM students and teachers have
an opportunity to rent out the Point
Cinema Theater for the February 10
showings (4:10/7:05) of SELMA.
The movie is PG-13 and tickets will
be $5. Students can sign up with
Mrs. Dahmen or any of the Social
Studies teachers, and families are
welcome to join. We encourage
everyone to participate, as having
the theater filled by JMM staff
and students would be a powerful
educational experience for us all!

Experience Spain in 2016!

Looking for a great
opportunity to use your Spanish and
learn about a beautiful culture? In
the summer of 2016, the Spanish
teachers will be holding a trip to
Spain for 11 days. We will visit the
magnificent Alhambra in Granada,
see the beautiful sights of Sevilla,
and enjoy a flamenco show too!
Next, we’ll stop in Córdoba to visit
an olive oil factory and then onto
Madrid. In Madrid, we will have
a spectacular tour and visit all the
major sites and the students will
participate in an exchange with
some local students. Finally, we will
take the AVE train onto Barcelona
where the students will experience
the beautiful sites of this eclectic
city. It’s an amazing tour and we are
excited to offer this opportunity to
our students.
For more information about
the 2016 Spain trip, you can email
Srta. Nickols at knickols@madison.
k12.wi.us. or check out the tour
website www.eftours.com.
tour # 1643653YC

Spartan Youth Service
Volunteers of the
Month

Horoscopes
February 2015

By Kelly Wu
Memorial is home to many
fantastic clubs for a variety of
By Joanna Pauline Martinez
interests, from Spanish Culture
to Japanese Anime. One of
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) Many people dread the month of
Memorial’s largest and most unique
February, but you Aries, refuse to be fazed. You know exactly
clubs is SYS, or Spartan Youth
when to make your move that will impress that someone special
Service, where Spartans have the
and it’s this confidence that will make you irresistible!
opportunity to give back to the
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) You’re a romantic by nature
community through volunteering.
Taurus, and your significant other dearly knows this. Because of
SYS meets every Wednesday in
your generosity, Valentines will be very special. Instead of you
the Fox Neighborhood Center, and
always spoiling your handsome man or lovely lady, expect to be
it connects over 100 Spartans with
the one spoiled!
community service opportunities at
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) You are fearless when it comes
Memorial and throughout Madison.
to love Gemini, and this year is no different! Whether it’s a
The SYS board, which is
special date or a girl’s night out, you will make the most of your
comprised of students of all grades
Valentines! You will not let your love life influence how much
elected by their peers, selects a
you have fun, you go Gemini!
few club members each month to
be recognized as the Volunteers of
Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) It may seem like you’ve been
the Month. These members show
waiting ages for that perfect person to pop into your life, but the
good work ethic and character, take
waiting stops now! This February, make an effort to dial down
leadership roles at events, sign up
those standards; you never know who you’ll find when you’re
for many hours of volunteering
not searching!
and, above all, show a passion for
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) A chance encounter this February
volunteerism, the fundamental value
may lead to a whirlwind romance Leo! You need and deserve
behind SYS.
spontaneity like this! So when you stumble upon that charming
For the month of September,
stranger, let life happen and let this happen!
Volunteers of the Month were Juliana
Epstein, Morgan Spatola, Changning Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) You or your significant other may
Shou, and Steven Chagnon. In
not be big on romance Virgo. However, this February, make an
October, Dartagnon Johnson and
effort to add a little more love into your relationships. A small,
Maddy Gerbig were recognized
romantic gesture will go a long way with that special someone.
for their undeniable passion for
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) January may have been a very busy
service. November proved that you
month for you Libra, and this busy energy might carry into
don’t have to be an upperclassman
February. You may be tempted to stay in and work, work and
to be chosen, with the recognition
work. But make sure to not forget your significant other, they
of Mai Ze Vang and Van Tetzner.
may have something fun in store!
In December, Amanda Giesler and
Amelia Gonzales were selected as
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) The month of February can be full
volunteers of the month for their
of love, life and laughter Scorpio. But this is only true if you
four-year commitment to SYS. Each make it true. This can happen by not dwelling on past events, or
looking at life pessimistically. Instead, try being optimistic, it will
give way to something great.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) You still have time
Sagittarius! Ask that special someone to Midwinter this year
or simply ask them to hang out! It doesn’t have to be on
Valentine’s Day or a grand gesture. But this one miniscule
move will make them fall for you even harder. You won’t

regret it.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Cupid is around the corner,
waiting for that perfect moment. You are aware of such a
moment Capricorn, but you’re hesitant to take it. Throw
caution to the wind this February, and make love a priority.
You’re going to have an unforgettable and loving Valentines!

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) You have everything planned
Aquarius. The movie, the food, and even down to the shade
of red you’ll be wearing. However, if a slight hitch to your
plans occurs, take a breath and stay calm. Don’t let one slight
mistake ruin an otherwise fabulous day!
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) If you’re celebrating your
birthday this month Pisces, except the unexpected! You not
only deserve all the good vibes and kind love coming your
way, but you’ll experience something more, something
greater. It’s this event that you will remember and fondly
think of in the years to come!

Summer is Coming,
Eventually

Spartan Youth
Service Continued... By Valya Brady
of these outstanding
volunteers help make
SYS great through
ready-to-help attitudes,
dedication, and stepping
up to lead others.
Congratulations to all
who were honored and
contributed to making
the community a better
place! You can sign up
for volunteer events and
service opportunities
with Spartan Youth
Service in the Fox
Neighborhood Center
(“fishbowl”) every
Wednesday from 3:30 to
4:30.

To many, winter can be a stressful elongated
time. College applications are due, classes
have their final exams, and the days become
shorter and colder. As the holidays past,
the months seem to be become longer and
longer, some question if summer will ever
come. Despite all of the problems with the
winter time, there are a few advantages that
come along with these months. An obvious
advantage is there is a greater chance of
no school. With temperatures below zero
some days and heavy snowfalls, winter gives
students the hope of not having school for a
day. However, most the time there will be
school. You can sled in the winter, ski and
snowboard, and drink copious amounts of
hot chocolate.The only hope students have
for escaping winter is to wait for the summer
months or to travel south. Luckily, the
summer months are not that far away. With
spring break soon to come, the rest of the
year will fly by so enjoy every minute of it.
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