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Jaywalking: A Problem Affecting 
Our Student Body

by Ameya Sanyal
Picture a Friday afternoon. It’s sunny and the perfect temperature for 

just a simple t-shirt and jeans. Students are just flooding out of the school to 
enjoy the beautiful day. Similarly, because of the lovely weather, you and a 
group of friends decide to go out to lunch at the mall. However, one of your 
friends has to quickly talk to a teacher. By the time she finishes, five minutes 
of lunch hour have passed. If you want to make it to the mall and back while 
being on time for class, what’s the solution? I can guarantee it should not be 
jaywalking. 

Jaywalking is defined as when a pedestrian illegally crosses a street 
without paying attention to traffic lights or approaching vehicles. The 
pedestrian disregards any form of indication signaling when they can cross 
and exercises their own judgment about when they should. This poses a 
variety of safety hazards and introduces scenarios that could be easily be 
avoided with a little more caution.

The most common reason for jaywalking around Memorial seems to 
be the shortened lunch hour. Students need to quickly reach their destination 
and with the time constraint, will abandon the waiting period needed for the 
light to change colors. I cannot stress how important is to wait for the walk 
symbol. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(2005), every 113 minutes, a pedestrian will die due to a pedestrian-vehicle 
crash. Every 8 minutes, another pedestrian will be injured. To avoid these 
deaths and injuries, it is important for students to take preventative measures. 
Walking lawfully lowers these risks and only takes a few more seconds of 
time. 

 Furthermore, once a student reaches a popular eatery, the line 
tends to be very long. At least for underclassmen, jaywalking seems like 

the only way to try to make it to 
the restaurant ahead of their older 
peers with vehicles. Although the 
idea behind this notion – students 
with cars will always reach first 
– is correct, the solution is not to 
jaywalk. To avoid fatal accidents, 
students should follow regulations. 
If students are really concerned 
about the long line, many restaurants 
will allow them to preorder. While 
walking, the student can place their 
order and then simply pick it up 
upon their safe arrival. 

Also, formal crosswalks may 
be further away, prompting students 

to create their own informal passage to be more time-efficient. I understand 
that it often seems inefficient to not walk to the destination in the most direct 
path; however,  substituing efficiency with jaywalking is dangerous. Cui 
and Nambisan (2003) state that 55% of all fatal pedestrian-vehicle crashes 
occur when a student cuts across a street. Although I know that the nearest 
crosswalk may seem far away, it will likely take only minutes and immensely 
lower your risk. 

Regardless of the excuse, it is important to note that jaywalking 
is wrong. It causes a variety of pedestrian-vehicle accidents that in many 
instances can be fatal. It is possible to go out, walk lawfully and make it back 
to Memorial in time for the bell. With a little quicker pace, ordering ahead 
and maybe even eating back at the school, jaywalking can be elimated.

ACT vs SAT: 
Which One 

Should I Take?
By: Shalini Patro

 The SAT and ACT are two 
of the biggest standardized tests 
taken by high school students in their 
junior (or earlier) years. However, 
many wonder whether it is better to 
take one over the other, or if they 
should try to take both. Though the 
two might seem similar (like the fact 
that they are both standardized tests), 
they are actually quite different. 
Among the differences that they 
share are the length of time, number 
of sections, time per sections, and 
things being tested on. A more 
elaborate description of both tests 
can be found below:
 DIFFERENCES: 

1) Type of Test: Perhaps the 
biggest differences between 
the SAT and ACT is the 
differences in the type of 
test. The SAT is seen to be 
more of a “reasoning test”, 
whereas the ACT is seen as 
more of a “content-based” 
test. To put in simpler terms, 
the SAT is seen as more of 
an application test where you 
use the information you have  

 
 

 
 
 
 

to solve a problem, whereas 
the ACT test tests you on the 
stuff you’ve learned in high 
school. 

2) Test Format: The ACT 
consists of four sections: 
English, Math, Reading, and  
Science with an optional  
writing section. The SAT on 
the other hand consists of 
10 sections: three Critical 
Reading, three Math, two 
Writing and a mandatory 
essay.  
 
(continued on page 8...) 

Congratulations to the Dracula 
team on an amazing Fall Play!

Cross Country State Meet 2014
By Josie Bratt

 For the first time since 2003, 
JMM’s cross country varsity team 
made it to the state meet. It was an 
honor to be a part of the cross country 
team, and after a car crash that injured 
several of our teammates, we knew we 
needed to do something to show our 
love and support for all of them. With 
three days until State, we came up with 
the idea of Halloween baskets with 
gifts and notes from as many girls as 
we could. It meant a lot to me to see all 
the support that my team has for our 
varsity.
 On the morning of the meet in 

Wisconsin Rapids, we presented the baskets to the runners, who accepted 
them gratefully if a little distractedly, which is completely understandable due 
to the pressure they must’ve been feeling. They went off on their warmup run, 
and we dispersed to watch the Division 3 and Division 2 races.
 The races were something to see! Each girl was so focused and light 
on her feet, and the fans were pretty impressive, too. Just cheering at the races 
is a sport in itself. Massive crowds would flock to a stretch of the race, and as 
soon as the last runner had passed, would turn tail and sprint to the next part 
of the course. We Spartans ran along with them, not quite as invested in those 
divisions but cheering all the same. 
 When it came time for our race, Division 1, we put our game faces 
on. We grabbed our posters, positioning ourselves along the first two hundred 
meters or so, and screamed our hearts out as Siena, Delaney, Carly, Izzy, 
Lilly, Allison, and Kyra thundered by. The ground shook with their passing 
and we only stayed long enough to cheer on our last Spartan before belting 
off to the next spot, where we did it all over again. We charged hills, squeezed 
our way through the crowds to get an up-close look at our girls, and cheered 
as loudly as humanly possible.
 The team placed 14th out of twenty in the race. Delaney Eigenberger, 
a junior at JMM, placed an impressive 6th at State. Siena Casanova ended 
her extraordinary high school cross country career with 32nd place. All of 
the other girls ran extremely well, too! At the end of the race, we were all 
so proud of 
our girls we 
could nearly 
burst. They 
ran against the 
best runners 
in the state, 
and held their 
own like the 
champions 
they are!

(more photos on page 9)



A Note From the Editor
By Nathan Wang

“Hope everyone had a great Halloween! With that, the holiday season 
is now upon us. From now until January, there will be nothing but 
seasonal items at every store. Seemingly overnight, witches and 
skeletons will be replaced turkeys, who will then be replaced by 
snowmen, and mint flavored everything. In such a happy time with 
lots of long weekends and breaks ahead, it’s important to remember to 
remain focused. It can be easy to slack off when all we want to do is 
celebrate but now that 1st quarter is done, courses will start to delve 
into more complex materials and you might feel a little overwhelmed. 
However, 2nd quarter is also a chance for a new start. Those who’ve 
had a rocky 1st quarter now have a clean start, and for those who 
already did well last quarter, well, they can just keep being awesome. 
This is the last quarter until the first finals of the year, so make it 
count JMM!”
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Backyard Dodgeball 
in Full Swing
By Nathan Larson

Often nicknamed 
“November Madness,” the 
JMM tradition of Backyard 
dodgeball has returned. With high 
expectations created from last 
year’s action-packed tournament, 
crowds flock week-in and week-
out to sold out venues including 
the Fieldhouse and main gym. And 
as fate would have it, this year’s 
competition seeks to put on a show. 

It is clear that contestants 
are motivated to achieve victory. In 
fact, the weight room’s attendance 
since the start of the tournament 
has nearly tripled. During matches, 
both boys and girls have been 
seen sporting shooting sleeves and 
headbands. However, judges are 
taking extra precautions to prevent 
cheating after last year’s doping 
scandal. Sources have informed 
the Sword and Shield that the 
blood drive held on Halloween was 
really an undercover performance-
enhancing-drug test aimed at 
thwarting suspected cheaters.

The Sword and shield was 
able to speak with top seeded Silky 
Creek fresh from a Victory last 
Monday. When asked to comment 
on the tournaments importance, 
the leader of the “Slick Crick” 
as it’s known by its supporters, 
Amos Kaldor, made clear his team 
is determined to succeed but is 
staying humble. He stated “[The 
Tournament] is all that matters. 
We need to focus on one game 
at a time. Don’t think about the 
big picture.” Another star of the 
team and rookie Will Gustafson 
choked up when asked about his 
motivation for the competition. He 
said, tears streaming down his face 
that “My only goal is to make my 
girlfriend, Carson, proud. That’s 
my main focus.”

As tensions run high and 
the competition dwindles down, 
the great sport of dodgeball 
continues to not only empower, 
but unite the student body. The 
only guarantee is that teams will 
be training tirelessly to reach the 
coveted Gold Dodgeball. For more 
information on competitors and 
games, go to WIAADodgeball.org/
GoldDodgeballYolo.

 Next summer, a group of Memorial 
students will travel to Spain with Ms. Nickols.  
Traveling around the world is nothing new to the 
Memorial community.  Students have traveled 
to the United Kingdom, France, China, and 
many other destinations around the world.  As 
students prepare to travel to Spain next summer, 
I remember when I traveled to Spain in 2013 
with Ms. Nickols. Before I left for Spain I was 
ecstatic.  The schedule I received before traveling 
did not prepare me for the amazing trip I had.  
Here are a few things to expect when you travel 
to Spain: 

 Expect culture change.  Culture change might be obvious but 
it is true.  The hotel rooms have twin beds shoved together, different 
types of outlets, and the wierdest part, bidets in the bathrooms.  The 
first time I opened the door to the hotel room in Granada, three others 
and I could not find out how to turn on the lights.  Unknown to us at the 
time, in most hotels the room key has to go into a slit in order to turn on 
the lights.  Although the langauge barrier might somes greatest worry, 
as most around you will speak a different language.  I was able to pick 
up a couple phrases that people said, even though the accents could be 
difficult.  However, when interacting with Spanish people in stores, they 
are very considerate and speak slowly.  Many actually speak English too.  
 Expect to get lost.  One great thing about the trip to  Spain is 
the amount of free time.  Free time allows you to explore cities on your 
own.  The shopping districts have countless stores to venture into and 
restaurants to indulge in.  
 Meet new people.  As you travel to Spain, the group will meet 
with a couple other schools.  At first the schools will be separated from 
one another, but expect to get to know one another.  No matter what, you 
will have a great time in Spain.  Anytime you try new foods, explore a 
new cities, visit historic sites, and travel to a new place, you will enjoy 
yourself.

What to Expect in Spain
By Valya Brady

The Lussier 
Community Center

 By Isabelle Cross
 The Lussier Community Edjucation 
Center is located behind Jefferson Middle 
School. Many different things are offered 
there for kids of all ages and even for 
adults. Many opportuniies are offered 
there. If you are looking for service hours, 
it is a great place to volunteer! You could 
do anything from helping serve food to 
helping kids with homework to organizing 
activities. 

What to Do in Backyard
By Rachel Tilsen
The school year is now in full swing which means that by 
now you have probably settled into your classes, including 
your backyard. Backyard is designed to be a fun, relaxing 
place to spend your time on short Mondays but if your 
backyard falls short of these expectations, it can be a drag. If this is the 
case, here are a few suggestions on how to make your backyard class 
even more enjoyable. 
1. Play games-Not only are games fun but they are a great way to 
break the ice and meet some new people in backyard.
2. Coordinate activities with other backyards-The only thing better 
than having fun in one backyard is having fun in two backyards. Plan 
with your reps to organize an activity with another backyard whether it is 
an ice cream social or even a round of dodgeball.

3. Watch videos-There are many school appropriate 
videos on the internet that can make for a very 
entertaining backyard period.
4. Watch a movie-This can be a great idea for a 
backyard that just wants to chill. Choose a movie and 
watch it over the span of multiple backyards.
5. Go on a field trip-With permission (of course), 

plan with your backyard and your reps to take a mini field trip. You could 
just hang outside or walk to another location.
6. Chat with friends-Again, backyards are meant to be fun. If you 
have some friends in your backyard, go ahead and chat with them. (As 
long as you are not disruptive or exclusive.)
7. Make new friends- Backyard is a great opportunity to meet new 
people. If you don’t know anyone in your backyard, don’t be afraid to 
talk to someone new. You never know who you will meet.
8. Raise money for a good cause-Work together with your 
classmates to make the world a better place. Pick an organization and 
collect donations within your backyard.
9. Have a food party-Food=fun in backyard. Plan a schedule for 
people to bring food or coordinate with one another and have a feast.
10. Watch Spartan News-Every week there 
is a new episode of Spartan News available to 
watch in backyard. Not only is it informative but 
it is also entertaining and funny.

HOSA
By: Skyylah Gordee 
HOSA is a club that is run by 
MS. Costello. This club is for 
anybody that is interested in 
joining a health occupation in the 
future. During the times HOSA 
meets, we gather and talk about 
different health topics. Later in the 
year, the members of HOSA have 
tournaments against other schools 
in the Wisconsin Dells. In the 
club, the members also volunteer 
for different organizations. The 
most recent event they volunteered 
for was the blood drive, held at 
our school. This club really helps 
students learn more about the 
health occupations they may soon 
be entering. It’s not too late to join! 
The club meets every Tuesday 
morning at 7:45 AM. Come see 
Ms. Costello for more information. 
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ACT Aspire Testing
By Evanka Annyapu

 To seize the 21st century opportunities, ACT Aspire is a new test 
given to students from early grades through early high school. These tests 
feature multiple choice questions, constructed response and technology-
enhanced items to better assess the student knowledge and provide more 
critical thinking test experiences. 
 The test days were for two continuous days, three hours a day. The 
schedules were a bit mixed up, but every freshman managed. All freshmen 
were quite curious to see how the tests were different than the tests that they 
have taken since their elementary and middle school years. According to a 
group of freshman students, ACT Aspire testing required a lot more critical 
thinking compared to the regular ACTs and the WKCE tests. While some 
saw this as an opportunity to express what they understand through written 
responses, others saw this as a disadvantage to do their best on these types of 
tests. 
 Some freshman weren’t too fond of the time provided to complete 
their science, reading, and math assessments which contained many critical 
thinking questions that required a lot of attention and thought processing. 
These types of questions were written to be as a “multidimensional 
approach” that measures critical areas in the three different subjects. Also, it 
tests the ability of understanding complex text. 

ACT Aspire Testing provides teachers, parents, and students: 
•	 Learning goals and educational expectations

•	 Relating the test scores to skills that lead to success high 
school and beyond

•	 The information to that helps unpack the complex set 
of skills students need to have developed in English, 
mathematics, reading, science, and writing that are usually 
not tested upon. 

The CEO of ACT Aspire, Kevin Howell, says, “We know that today, good 
jobs call for the skills and knowledge levels required for success in the first 
year of college. Regardless of career path, ACT Aspire can help all you 
learners acquire the readiness they will need for future success.”

Hopefully, this type of test will help and allow us to acquire the 
knowledge and critical thinking abilities that are needed for future success. 

United States to consider Nuking 
Texas in in order to end Ebola threat

By Caleb Walker
Following reports that the first case of the Ebola Virus had reached the 
United States in the state of Texas, the U.S. congress revealed that will 
consider a proposal put up by President Barack Obama to end the threat of 
Ebola spreading across the United States by dropping nuclear bombs all over 
Texas. The bombings would effectively eliminate everybody in Texas. “This 
is a crisis” said President Barack Obama on Monday, “Over one person in 
the United States has died from this disease and there is no telling how many 
more people may die. We cannot allow this disease to spread across our great 
country. We believe the best course of action to prevent millions of deaths 
from occurring due to this disease would be to end it once and for and Nuke 
the state of Texas.” Reaction to the idea of Nuking Texas has been mixed 
at best. While most Democrats seem to stand with the President and his 
proposal most Republicans are opposed to it. Their argument is that the only 
reason Obama wants to get rid of Texas as it is the most conservative state in 
America and it has 38 electoral votes. They say it is a guaranteed 38 votes for 
whoever the Republican Presidential nominee is so taking away Texas would 
take away these 38 votes and would severely hurt the Republicans chances 
of winning the 2016 Presidential election.  When asked about the prospect of 
having their state destroyed, many Texans agreed that they greatly oppose it. 
Many Texas Christian University fans and alumni are greatly are angered at 
the idea as it would put it an end to TCU’s football season. TCU is currently 
ranked 7th in the country and are trying to make it to the new 4 team college 
football playoff.  Nuking Texas would kill everybody on their team and 
would end all of the hard work that they have been working towards to try 
and win the College Football championship. Many also oppose nuking Texas 
as doing so would bring an end to the popular TNT Drama show, Dallas. 
However following the announcement that TNT has canceled Dallas many 
of those who originally opposed it now seem to be in favor of the idea. 
However both supporters and opposers do agree that one pro of nuking Texas 
would be that it would kill Texas resident and actor Matthew McConaughey 
who everyone seems to agree that the world would be better off without.  
As a result of the threat of dying, many Texans are beginning to pack their 
belongings and are fleeing the most likely doomed state. Many of them have 
jumped the border for Mexico while others have fled to Oklahoma, New 
Mexico and some are apparently so desperate that they are willing to flee 
and live in Arkansas. We will all have to wait and see what becomes of this 
shocking news.
Update: Following reports of a second Ebola case in the U.S. Barack Obama 
announced that Congress has unanimously agreed to Nuke Texas in order to 
prevent a third U.S. resident from dying of Ebola.

Brett Favre thankful that Peyton 
Manning is nowhere close to breaking his 

interception record
By Caleb Walker
 Following reports that Peyton Manning had broken his all-
time touchdown record, Brett Favre admitted to reporters outside of his 
Mississippi home that he is thankful that Peyton Manning is “Nowhere 
near” coming close to breaking the all-time interception record that is 
currently held by Favre. “Now that Peyton has broken my touchdown record 
it is looking very likely that he will soon break all of my other passing 
records. That is of course with the exception of my interception record” said 
Favre while playing a game of pick up football with friends while wearing 
a pair of Wrangler Jeans. Favre pointed out that while his interception 
record currently stands at 336 while Peyton Manning currently only has 
222 meaning that at the pace Manning is playing at would have to play 
“another 10 years at least” in order to come close to breaking Favre’s record. 
“Honestly, I don’t mind if he breaks all of my other records as long as he 
lets me keep the interception one. I don’t know why but that one has always 
been a little extra special to me. I take great pride in it and I would sacrifice 
every John Deere tractor and pair of Wrangler Jeans that I own in order to 
keep that records mine. Now excuse me I have to send a text message to uh 
a friend of mine.” While Favre is confident Peyton Manning won’t play long 
enough to break his record he showed a little concern that his record may 
eventually fall when a reporter brought up that Jay Cutler is currently under 
contract with the Chicago Bears for another six years. He then told reporters 
that if Jay Cutler were to one day break his interception record that he would 
consider coming out of retirement just to go and reclaim the record.  

Thanksgiving Word Search



Samantha Janssen

In my many years of 
expressing myself through artwork, 
these past few years have proven 
to be very strong. Over this past 
summer, I attended Milwaukee 
Institute of Art and Design’s pre-
college program for three weeks. 
Throughout those weeks, I took a 
class consisting of mostly drawing. 
Afterwards, I realized that this 
experience forced the artist in me 
to grow so much more. I now have 
a portfolio that I feel truly proud to 
call mine. I hope to continue adding 
more in the future.

Art allows me to show who 
I am in ways not available when 
using words. Surrounding myself 
with other passionate artists provides 
knowledge on how art affects them. 
It also encourages me to push myself 
a greater distance. At JMM, I have 
taken classes in areas of drawing, photography, ceramics, and painting. 

Drawing and photography are the 
processes in which I reveal my 
artwork. Capturing the real presence 
within an object or an animal is my 
goal as a photographer. I also believe 
that using close-up photography 
delivers a thoughtful idea of 
searching for the unseen and learning 
from it.

After I graduate in 2015, 
I plan on 
going to an 
art college to 
improve my 

artistic strengths and to 
carry on my passions. 
Art has always been 
constant throughout 
my life, and will 
forever be my favorite 
class in school.
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Name: Mara Blumenstein 
Favorite Class: English 
Current Sport: Tennis 
Career Highlights: I beat a girl in a 
really long match in tiebreak my 
sophomore year. When I walked 
off the court, my coach told me 
we’d been tied at 3-3 and I’d won 
it for the team. That was pretty 
exciting. 
I love Tennis because: It’s really 
mental. You need skill to win, 
but it’s definitely possible to beat 
players who are better than you if 
you have the right mindset.  
Season goal: Just keep getting more 
balls in than my opponents. 
Other sports: I walked onto the 
soccer team freshman year… I’m 
so good they didn’t even make me 
do tryouts. 
I love being a Spartan because: We 
have such a resilient community. 
No matter what happens, we all 
seem to figure out how to keep 
things moving forward in a good 
way. 
Most memorable moment in sports: 
I got two bee stings at an invite 
earlier this season… one in my 
mouth, and one in my armpit. 
Also, one time I got a bee stuck in 
my hair during a match and I had 
to stick my ponytail through the 
fence so someone could pull it out. 
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: People make fun of me a lot 
for the way my head moves when I 
run…  
Everyone on the team knows me 
as the gal who… takes forever to 
finish playing. 
Pregame music playlist: Amnesia 
feat. Mary Shampo  
Pregame fuel: Cliff Bar or pretzels 
Most inspirational teammate: Mary 
Shampo 
Favorite Athlete: Mary Shampo 
Favorite Opponent: Playing West is 
always fun 
Favorite Movie: Juno 
Favorite TV show: Grey’s Anatomy 
without question 
I describe myself as: Someone who 
doesn’t give up 
I look up to: Mr. Olson because 
he gives me the best pep talks at 
changeovers and he makes really 
good jokes, usually at my expense.  
I can’t live without: The fam 
I wish I could meet: Beyoncé 
During the Olympics I watched: 
Figure Skating  
Post High School plans: College 
who knows where 
On the bucket list: Meet Beyoncé 
and backpack through Europe or 
South America 
spartan cards sold: 4 I think? But I 
did sell 22 freshman year...

Name: Andie Smith
Favorite Class: Statistics
 Current Sport: Swimming 
Career Highlights: JV World 
Champs 
I love swimming because: my 
teammates make me so happy 
Seasonal Goal: Have fun and swim 
fast! 
Other sports: Track 

I love being a Spartan because: 
Memorial is the best! 
Most memorable moment in 
sports: Jumping in the pool after 
Ridgewood wins All-City! 
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: False starting in a race. 
Everyone on the team knows me as 
the gal who… Is funny and goes 
with the flow. 
Pregame music playlist: Country & 
Beyonce 
Pregame fuel: Mountain Dew 
Most inspirational teammate: Mary 
Kate Anderson 
Favorite Athletes: Natalie Statz & 
Steven Maas 
Favorite Opponent: Verona 
I wish I could compete against: 
Michael Phelps 
Favorite Movie: The Vow 
Favorite TV show: Full House 
I describe myself as: A Princess 
I look up to: Cinderella & My Mom 
I can’t live without: Phone 
I wish I could meet: Beyonce 
During the Olympics I watched: 
Swimming & Gymnastics 
Did you know… I’ve swam for 13 
years. 
Post High School plans: College & 
CEO of Disney 
On the bucket list: Go to Italy 
spartan cards sold: 5

Name: Price Roloff 
Favorite Class: Film Study 
Current Sport: Football 
Career Highlights: Playing fullback 
against Verona 
I love Football because: I get to hit 
people and not get arrested
Season goal: Score a Touchdown 
Other sports: Throwing 
I love being a Spartan because: I 
look cute in green 
Most memorable moment in sports: 
G-snatching the ball from the Sun 
Prairie running back in 7th grade 
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: the crotch ripping in my 
football pants at practice 
Everyone on the team knows me as 
the guy who… Is big 
Pregame music playlist: Peanut 
Butter Jelly Time 
Pregame fuel: A burrito bowl from 
chipotle with white rice pinto 
beans double chicken hot and 
mild salsa cheese a little bit of sour 
cream and a vinaigrette 
Most inspirational teammate: Leo 
Mendoza 
Favorite Athlete: Henry Houden 
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Macrae Robertson fighting for the ball

Memorial Boys Soccer
By Ryan Morgan

Before the start of the season, the 
WIAA changed the rules from having 
overtime to not having overtime and 
putting those games in as ties. This 
rule has affected the Memorial soccer 
team a lot, but it has also helped 
them. The team’s record going into 
the playoffs was 11-0-7, which made 
them undefeated with a notable win 
against the former number 1 team 
in the state, Green Bay Preble. The 
team won their second straight Big 
Eight title this year, sharing the title 
with Madison West. They started 
the playoffs, defeating Janesville 
Parker and Madison La Follette. 
Unfortunately, in the sectional 
semifinals, the team lost to Beloit 
2-1, ending their season. Congrats 
to the Boys Soccer team on another 
outstanding season and thank you to 
the seniors for all that you’ve done 
for team in these past four years.

Drama at PV
By Jacob O’Loughlin
Imagine how chaotic it would   be if 15 high school girls played the same 
hole for a chance to make it to state. Well thats what happened at the 
Middleton sectional held at Pleasant View golf course. You may think this is 
a rare occurance but just last year during a boys regional the same happened. 
The only difference was that the boys were playing to advance to sectionals. 
Back to the girls, the teams were the Middleton Cardinals, the Memorial 
partans, and the Stoughton Vikings. When things were decided and the 3 
teams headed to the first playoff hole the first team to be eliminated was 
Stoughton. The Spartans and Cardinals headed to the second hole where 
unfortunatly 
the Spartans 
hit some 
wayward 
drives and 
the Cardinals 
were able to 
capitalize. 
It was a 
disappointing 
end to a up 
and down 
season. 
Tatum Jones and Robyn Blanchard were able to advance to state individually 
where they played pretty well. Robyn placed 9th and Tatum tied for 27th. 
Photo by Rob Hernandez.

Things to do in between seasons
By Amos Kaldor
If you’re a senior like 
me, truthfully, you don’t 
do a whole lot with your 
life. And without sports 
as a distraction you find 
yourself in a situation 
where you don’t have 
much do. Don’t fret! 
There’s lots of stuff to do.  
Like build a pillow fort. 
Or chase squirrels. Or go 
out to eat. Or hang out in 
the dark room with Sam 
and I. Or play Frisbee. Or 
watch YouTube videos. Or take your dog on a walk. Or try and catch leaves 
before they hit the ground. Or paint a picture. Or watch football. Or play 
monopoly. Or write freestyles. Or bother Mr. Raabe.  Or teach yourself how 
to salsa. Or beat up nerds. Or widdle a bar of soap. Or write a book.  Or track 
down whoever stole my phone. Or try and beat the computer at chess.  Or 
beat Sean at FIFA.  Or climb a tree. Or hang out at Walnut Grove. Whatever 
you like to do, just make sure to make good decisions. 

Poms 
By Sydney Mayer 
This February your poms team will be in Florida performing on the All 
Star Talent Tour in Disney World. This past summer they competed at 
the Midwest Grand Championships where they received the invitation to 
Disney and earned fourth overall in the small varsity division. Also Caryn 

Mueller was crowned Miss. Badgerette 
of the Midwest.If you missed their 
performances at the football games, 
they will be performing at upcoming 
events such as basketball and some 
hockey games.  Keep an eye out for 
upcoming fundraisers like t-shirts! 
Support your fellow Spartans!  

Prep Profiles Continued...

Boys Cross 
Country 

By Zach Herman
The boys cross country team finished 
their season on Saturday the 25th. The 
team finished 4th in their sectional and 
missed qualifying for state, however 
they still finished a great season. After 
being ranked in the top 20 all season 
long, they came into the sectional race 
knowing that they had to finish in the 
top two of one of the most difficult 
sectionals in the state. Their sectional included top ranked Madison West, 
along with Middleton (7th), and Sun Prairie (13). The team ran hard, to close 
out a great season, but finished 4th, with the teams of Madison West, and 
Middleton advancing to the state meet.

JMM HOCKEY
by Sam McCarthy
With the winter sports season only a 
week away, the boy’s hockey team is 
preparing for what they hope will be a 
great year. Returning to the team this 
year is a senior class of 8 players lead 
by captain Ty Pelton-Byce. In a brief 
interview, he described this year’s 
team as a “freight train from hell.” 
The team is hoping to better their 18-
7-1 record from last year and make a 
run to state. On November 25th the 
season starts at Madison Ice Arena when the boys face off against Oregon in 
the season opener. 

Girls Tennis
The 2014 Memorial Spartan Varsity Girls tennis season was overall pretty 
successful. They finished 4th as a team in the conference tournament, and 3rd 
as a team in the sub-sectional tournament behind Waunakee and Middleton. 
Overall the team graduated 17 seniors this year from JV and Varsity, which 
is a lot so the team will be young next year. Six of the seniors played on the 
Varsity level. This year Junior Kelly Spielman qualified for the Sectional 
Tournament after winning her match at sub-sectionals, she was the only 
player to qualify for the sectional 
tournament. Winning the match at 
sectionals would have earned her a state 
berth, but unfortunately she lost against 
a strong player from Onalaska, who 
was the top seed in her sub-sectional. 
Kelly Spielman says “I had a really good 
season overall, with a 14-11 record, 
I won matches that were close, and 
played pretty well.  Next year I have no 
doubt that I will be playing at the State 
Tournament, I’ll do whatever it takes to get there.” Congratulations to the 
team on a great finish this year and best of luck to them next year. (photo from 
Madison.com)

Favorite Opponent: JV scout team 
Favorite TV show: Pretty Little 
Liars 
I describe myself as: a teddy bear 
I look up to: McNuggets 
I can’t live without: water 
During the Olympics I watched: 
gymnastics 
Post High School plans: get money 
On the bucket list: touch Coach 
Boone’s head 
spartan cards sold: 1(to my mom) 

Name: Jon 
Lombardino
Favorite Class: AP 
Biology
Current Sport: Soccer 
Career Highlights: 
having a shutout for 

a whole tournament
I love soccer because: it’s a chance 
to clear my head and play a fun 
game with awesome people
Season goal: Win state
I love being a Spartan because: there 
are so many things to do
Most memorable moment in sports: 
winning my first tournament
Most embarrassing moment in 

sports: getting 5-holed during a 
tournament in Oregon
Pregame music playlist: Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun
Pregame fuel: snickers power bar
Most inspirational teammate: Ryan 
Henry
Favorite Athlete: Thierry Henry
Favorite Opponent: Rush Academy
I wish I could compete against: any 
team from North korea
Favorite Movie: Ghostbusters
Favorite TV show: It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia
I describe myself as: lovable
I look up to: my brother Nick  
Lombardino
I can’t live without: my mom 
I wish I could meet: Bill Murray
During the Olympics I watched: 
Netflix instead
Did you know… My family doesn’t 
own Lomardino’s
Post High School plans: study 
biology at UW Madison or 
Edgewood College
On the bucket list: beat Joe Venuta 
in arm wrestling
spartan cards sold: why, you trying 
to buy some?
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Horoscopes
By Joanna Pauline Martinez

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) The festivities just keep on coming 
Libra! There will be many chances this month to celebrate! Pay 
attention to the days leading up to Thanksgiving, you’ll discover 
something you’re immensely thankful for. 

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)  It’s that time of year where the 
weather gets colder, the days get shorter and darker, and school 
may get a little harder. But know that you are strong, and can 
make it through the toughest of tests, the most challenging 
of essays. Also know that you’ll have plenty of time to relax 
afterwards!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Use the many days off this month 
to your advantage Sagittarius! Don’t just relax, but be proactive 
and productive as well! One of your goals will be achieved 
before Turkey Day and I can guarantee that your future self will 

most definitely thank you!

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) No School November will provide 
you with many days to be as outgoing, spontaneous and carefree 
as you can! If something unexpectedly comes up, jump at the 
opportunity! End Fall 2014 on an exciting note! 

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)  Give back to the community this 
November and volunteer! Volunteer with your friends and or 
family! These opportunities that seem to multiply every second 
will set off a chain of good luck that will last throughout the 
quarter! 

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) You’ve been waiting for a break ever 
since the first second of the first day of school! Now that it’s 
here Pisces, you may be stumped on what to do! To fill that void, 
check out your local art shows, music concerts or plays and 
musicals! You’re creative side will shine this month!

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) As Autumn comes to a wrap, make 
sure other things in your life come to a wrap as well. Any loose 
ends that have been on your mind lately will be tied up before the 
first snow fall! Get going on any important deadlines! 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) It’s that time of the year where all 
anyone’s looking forward to are the days off. But not you Taurus! 
This is the time of year where you thrive, use those off days to 
enhance your skills! 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Family gatherings this month, or 
gatherings in general may get to be too much, especially with 
your busy schedule Gemini! However, your sign is sociable, yet 
intelligent! You will find the time to do everything!

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22)  Don’t be surprised if you can’t find 
some time to yourself this November Cancer! Everyone will 
seem to stop by or say hello at either your house or at school! 
But no worries, you’ll love the company! 

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) T Find some time alone this month Leo! 
This may be hard to do considering how socially active you can 
be, however, you need some time to chill, relax and do whatever 
you want to do! 

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Now is the chance to start over as the 
new quarter arrives! Whether it be with your grades, with your 
relationships and friendships, or with any interests overall, you 
will make new connections! One’s that are stronger and will last 
all year!

November 2014
Hong Kong Protests

By Amol Rajesh
In the news, you may have heard about the continuing protests occurring in 
Hong Kong. This article is aimed at giving readers a simplified idea of the 
motivations and conflicts behind the mass demonstration.
What makes Hong Kong unique in China?
In 1841 China and the United Kingdom fought against each other in the 
Anglo-Chinese war. When the United Kingdom won the war, they demanded 
control over Hong Kong, because they viewed it as a valuable trading post.  
In 1898, the United Kingdom made a deal with China and agreed to return 
Hong Kong in 1997 (99 years later). Over a period of 150 years under British 
rule, Hong Kong became a capitalist, democratic country. Hong Kong’s 
immense prosperity and democratic government continue to set it apart from 
the developing, politically communist mainland. Prior to 1997, Britain and 
China made a deal that would allow Hong Kong to maintain its special form 
of government and economic system 50 years after the official handover 
to China. This agreement, most importantly allows Hong Kong to remain 
democratic under a communist-led China that strictly opposes any form of 
democracy.
How does a leader get elected in Hong Kong?
In the Hong Kong political system, the chief executive (leader) is elected 
by a 1200 member body consisting of citizens and representatives of local 
industries and professions. In other words, the leader of Hong Kong gets 
elected indirectly through representatives. 
What are new changes that are happening to Hong Kong?
The central government in Beijing wants the 1200 people committee only to 
elect candidates that are pre-approved and appear to wholeheartedly support 
the central government on all issues.
What do people in Hong Kong think about these changes?
Many citizens of Hong Kong are upset at the new changes because they 
fear that the central government is trying to undermine Hong Kong’s unique 
democracy. Hong Kong citizens feel that the whole election process will 
have no meaning if they can only elect candidates that Beijing supports 
and pre-approves. Hong Kong citizens have always desired to have direct 
elections and universal suffrage, but now they feel enraged because 
even their limited democracy is being weakened by the Chinese central 
government. 
What does the Chinese government think of this movement?
The central government in Beijing thinks that the protests in Hong Kong 
are unpatriotic and destabilizing. Moreover, Chinese state media outlets 
have accused the U.S. of meddling in Chinese affairs. The Chinese central 
government already thinks that Hong Kong is greatly influenced by the West, 
and to this end, they believe that by inserting a pro-Beijing leader in Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong may integrate more with Mainland China.
How is the protest affecting commerce and daily life in Hong Kong?
The protests have caused many parts of the city to come to a grinding halt. 
Furthermore, many business owners are infuriated because the protests make 
it difficult for customers to buy goods and services. In other parts of the city, 
life remains relatively normal. There are often confrontations between pro-
democracy and pro-Beijing protesters.
Final thoughts
The central government in Beijing and the protesters in Hong Kong should 
come to a compromise quickly. The protests are damaging Hong Kong’s 
reputation as being a stable place for business. Furthermore, many western 
governments say that the protests give evidence that the Chinese central 
government is not able to respect democracy or prior agreements. The 
Chinese government, on the other hand asserts that the protests confirm that 
the West is meddling in Chinese affairs.

Sources:
BBC 
CNN

Rocket Contracted By NASA Explodes Over Virginia 
By David Cao 
 An unmanned NASA-contracted rocket exploded Tuesday night, 
October 28th, over NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility in eastern Virginia. This 
cargo rocket, carrying roughly 5,000 pounds of supplies and experiments 
for the International Space Station, flared into a huge fireball just 6 seconds 
after liftoff.  
 The Antares rocket—which was provided to NASA by the private 
company Orbital Sciences Corporation—was equipped with a modified 
version of the Soviet NK-33 rocket engine that was built around the 1960s 
or 1970s. The NK-33 rocket engine was emblematic of Soviet Russia’s 
aerospace engineering brilliance during the Cold War, developed for the 
N-1 Soviet Moon Program during the Space Race. 
 However, the cause of the Antares rocket explosion is still not 
known. Some people suspect that the legendary relic Russian engines 
on the rocket were to blame, but Orbital Executive Vice President Frank 
Culbertson says differently. “The history of this engine has been well-
documented in our proposal to NASA. It’s an extensively tested engine, it’s 
very robust and rugged and it goes through extensive testing. These engines 
were taken through the normal testing. We didn’t see any anomalies,” he 
mentions. Culberson continues, explaining that there aren’t many other 

modern options for an engine, even in 
the United States. 

 Surprisingly, just 9 hours after the 
explosion of the Antares rocket in 
the US, Russia successfully launched 
out its own cargo ship from Baikonur 
Cosmodrome carrying 5,793 pounds 
of equipment to the International 
Space Station.
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November Notes of 
Thanksgiving

In the spirit of giving thanks, JMMHS teachers 
and staff shared with the Sword & Shield what 
they were thankful for...

Julie Chase-- I am grateful for a life to live, my 
good health as I navigate middle age, and the well-
being of my family, both human and furry four-
legged. I am grateful for the change of seasons, 
especially this gorgeous autumn, as my Frisbee-
luvin’ hiking buddy and I frequent Wisconsin’s 
outdoors and savor the prairie’s sweet and spicy 
tinged breezes and soak in the trees’ temporary 
cloaks of vibrant colors. I am grateful for a career 
that brings me myriad pockets of pleasure, as it 
affords me creativity and the ability to impact the 
lives of individuals, and by extension, the world. 
I am grateful for the capacity to find answers to 
my many questions, to research and read anything 
that piques my curiosity, often with a simple push 
of a couple buttons, and to contemplate, reflect 
and grow. I am grateful for fabulous students this 
year, for true and new friends, and my quadruped 
household companions, all of which make my life 
rich and full. 

Kelly Cook-- I am thankful for 9th graders who 
are eager to learn and blossom into young adults 
right before my very eyes!
I am thankful for all of the students who take the 
time between classes to say hello or at least nod.   
I am thankful for all of the energy transformations 
and transfers that make up this incredible universe 
we live in!

Maria Dietrich-- Related to work, I am thankful 
for the partnership our school has with UW Health 
West towne.  They have adopted our school and 
provide health care to students who have no health 
insurance.  Personally,  I am thankful for my good 
fortune in having health, a nice place to live, and 
two fabulous daughters! 

Michele Fuller-- I am thankful for students who 
want to learn, colleagues who love what they do 
and administrators who support me to be the best 
teacher I can be.

Becky Garcia-- I give thanks that I have had a job 
I love for 44 years. I am grateful to all the students 
who make teaching fun, and to those who provide 
me a with the challenge I need to keep the job 
interesting.  I consider myself fortunate to have 
known so  many young people who have kept me 
young at heart.  Thank you! 

Brenda Hamilton-- Occupational Therapy 
Assistant --I’m thankful for the days our students 
come to school and do their best to work on 
their skills, or their goals. I’m thankful to spend 
majority of my week at Memorial high school 
with great staff and Students. Lastly, I’m thankful 
for the students that say hi or smile as they walk 
past me in the hallway.

Geof Herman-- I am extremely appreciative of 
living in a country where I am allowed to dream, 
hope and pursue my interests; and where there 
are ample opportunities to attain fulfillment by 
working with and helping others.  I also am 
honored to be deeply loved by those nearest to 
my heart, and in turn I am richly rewarded by my 
capacity to profoundly love them.

Deb Kosloske --I am thankful for every single day 
that I am able to get up in the morning & greet my 
husband. He’s survived 2 open heart surgeries & 
we feel that life is a gift. In addition to that, I am 
thankful for my adult children & their families. 
(I’m a grandma!) After my family, I must mention 
that I am most thankful for the “extended family” 
that I share as coworkers. I am very blessed 
indeed.

Judith Nicholas-- I am thankful for doing a 
crossword with a cappuccino while my daughter 
snuggles next to me watching Sesame Street. It’s 
my favorite part of every weekend.

Katie Nickols-- There are so many things for 
which I am thankful.  I continue to be lucky this 
year and have an amazing group of students who 
make me laugh everyday and make me love what I 
do!  I am also so thankful to have amazing friends 
and family, especially my niece and four nephews.  
Every weekend is full of laughter and fun we are 
able to create opportunities for us all to wonder 
whether people are having as much fun as we are.  
I am blessed!

Amy Olson-- I am thankful that I married my 
best friend and now we get to share the greatest 
additions to our lives, our spunky little red heads. 

I’m thankful for my parents who are so generous 
and helpful to me. I am thankful I have a job that 
I love and get to work with some great friends. 
Lastly, I’m thankful for French vanilla coffee 
creamer, which makes my mornings oh so much 
better.

Kera R Oryall --I am appreciative of good 
health, supportive family and friends, and my 
puppy, Addie.  I also love that I am able to come 
to work everyday and be a part of a place where 
I experienced lots of memories.  Teaching at 
and giving back to where I went to high school 
is super rewarding. The JMM family is still as 
awesome as ever!

Teri Parris Ford-- I have the great fortune of 
working with amazingly talented colleagues and 
students, who teach me a lot about art, friendship, 
and life. My three daughters offer me so much 
love and friendship, that I am not sure what 
life would be like without them. My heart is 
overwehlmed with gratitude for them.

Ripal Patel -- I am thankful that regardless of the 
various changes/complications that sometimes 
arise in the education field, my rock to lean on 
will always be the children who inspire me and 
melt my heart daily. 

James L Sainsbury--I am thankful that my twin 
grand babies that were born 2 months early last 
spring, are now doing well.  I am thankful that my 
daughter-in-law’s recent medical scan revealed 
that she is now five years cancer free.  And for a 
cousin who just finished treatment for her cancer 
is also has clear scans.  I am thankful that prayers 
are answered!

Sra.  Stangel -- At one juncture of my life when 
times were particularly tough, I followed the 
advice of Oprah Winfrey and began a gratitude 
journal.  It reminded me to count the blessings 
that occur in the ordinary.  While I don’t actively 
write in my journal, I do when extremely stressed.  
Instead I try to notice life’s little stories and 
kindness and send notes of gratitude.  
JMM is an amazing community of caring people 
and the resources available to help others are 
immense. As I see a  student who may need help, 
I try to get them to the help they need.  One thing 
that never fails to brighten my day besides a piece 
of chocolate is Peer Partners.  It makes my heart 
sing to see kids learning to be together and to do 
good in the community.  As I continue to teach, 
one of my bright spots is that my students and 
colleagues teach me something each day and you 
as a community make me smile each day.
Mil gracias....

Ben Voss- - I am thankful for working at 
Memorial with a staff that does things the RIGHT 
WAY.  I am thankful for the opportunity to be with 
a group of students that remind me of why I love 
to teach and coach.

YEARBOOK 
QUESTIONNAIRE

PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY AND RETURN TO 
MRS.PARRIS FORD OR A YEARBOOK EDITOR

What is the best place to shop?

What is your favorite movie?

What is your favorite celebrity? 

Coke or Pepsi?

What is the best book to read?

Where is the most ideal place to live?

What is your favorite song?

Freshman, Sophomore or Junior? 

What is your favorite app?

What is the best style trend of the year?

What is the best place to go for lunch?

What is your favorite music group?

What is your favorite show?

What is your favorite football team?

Apple or Android? (Electronics) 

Senior Most Likelys 
were due last Friday! BUT there’s still time 
to fill out the online form to nominate fellow 
JMM seniors for different categories that will be 
included in this year’s yearbook. A name is not 
required for each category but we request that 
you fill it out by formatting it as your 1st choice 
girl nomination, 2nd choice girl, 1st choice guy, 
2nd choice guy. Don’t forget to fill it out!

http://goo.gl/forms/i6HiBqKh5F

Thanksgiving 
Tradition
By Jared Baldwin
 During this time of year, people find 
things to be thankful for. Some of the most 
common things people are thankful for are family 

and friends, as 
well as food and 
even football. On 
Thanksgiving people 
come together and 
have a really big 
meal. Every dinner 
on Thanksgiving is 
different for every 
family and there are 
different traditions 
for everybody. My 

family meets at my uncle’s house and we have a 
really big dinner and catch up with each other. We 
enjoy every moment of the holiday. 
 People should be thankful 
for times when families can gather 
because its a time when you get to 
enjoy with your family. Family can 
make you mad at moments but at the 
end of the day, they will always be 
there for you. Family and friends can 
be your support system. Thanksgiving 
is a time for people to reflect on 
everything, enjoy whats good in your 
life and be around people that are 
important and special to you. That’s 
what Thanksgiving tradition is.



continued from page 1...

3) Content Covered: The SAT 
covers reading, vocabulary, 
grammar & usage, writing, 
and math. The ACT also 
covers the above areas, 
but also includes a science 
reasoning section as well. 

4) Scoring: Each of the sections 
on the SAT are scored from 
200-800. Overall, the SAT is 
scored from 600-2400. On 
the ACT, each of the sections 
are scored from 1-36. The 
overall composite score of 
the ACT is also from 1-36 as 
well. 

5) Penalty for Incorrect 
Answers: The ACT does not 
penalize you at all for wrong 
answers, however the SAT 
deducts ¼ of a point for each 
incorrect answer unless it is a 
grid-in (free-response) math 
question.

6) Difficulty Levels: On the 
SAT, the questions increase 
in difficulty throughout the 
sections. The only exception 
to that rule is throughout the 
reading section, where there 
is no variation in difficulty 
levels. On the ACT, there is 
no order of difficulty, rather 
each level per question is 
random. 

7) Popularity: The ACT tends 
to be more popular in the 
Midwest and in public 
schools. The SAT tends to be 
more popular on the East and 
West coasts and in private 
schools. 

8) Length of Time: The ACT is 
about 3 hours and 25 minutes 
with the optional writing 
section. The SAT is about 3 
hours and 45 minutes for the 
whole test. 

SIMILARITIES
1) Where Accepted: Both the 

ACT and SAT are accepted at 
very four year college in the 
United States.

2) When Offered: Though the 
test dates aren’t often exact, 
both the ACT and SAT are 
offered around similar time 
periods such as: December, 
April, October, and June. 

ADDITIONAL POINTS TO 
NOTE

1) ACT questions are more 
straightforward: Since the 
ACT is more content based 
than the SAT, the test is more 
of a “what you know” sort of 
ordeal than the SAT, which 
is “what knowledge you can 
apply”.

2) The SAT has strongly 
emphasizes vocabulary: 
Sentence completion 
questions, which test your 
vocabulary on the exam are 
included at least three of the 
sections on the SAT. In order 
to do well on those types of 
questions, it is imperative to 
learn vocabulary. 

3) The ACT contains more 
advanced math concepts: 
Though the ACT contains 
more straightforward 
questions, it also tests 
math concepts present in 
more advanced levels of 
math. Math concepts from 
anywhere to the level of 
Algebra II are covered on 
the ACT. The SAT also gives 
formulas for a couple of basic 
math concepts, but the ACT 
does not. 

By Vishal Narayanaswamy 
As this month’s issue of The Sword & Shield goes to 
print, Election Day is a mere one day away! Thanks to 
relentless campaign ads on television, radio, and the 
internet, Wisconsinites know that November 4th will be 
a showdown between Republican Governor Scott Walker 
and Democratic challenger Mary Burke. However, one of 
the lesser-covered election items happening throughout 
this month are recertification elections for Madison 
Teachers Incorporated (MTI). Under Governor Walker’s 
Act 10 legislation- passed in 2011 to large protests in the 
Capitol rotunda- teachers unions must annually recertify 
their contracts with school districts in order to retain 
collective bargaining rights. While thousands of teachers 
unions across the state have held recertification elections 
since Act 10’s passage, MTI has not yet done so due to 
challenging the law in court. After the State Supreme 
Court upheld Act 10 in July, MTI is now poised to hold 
its first recertification election. If recertified, MTI will 
continue its contract with the MMSD. If not, the future 
of teachers unions and collective bargaining is unclear. 
 When Act 10 passed the Wisconsin Assembly 
in 2011, it marked a turning point in the state’s history 
of Progressive politics. Under Governor Robert 
“Fighting Bob” Lafollette (freshmen, check your 
history textbooks), the state passed laws for workers’ 
compensation, the minimum wage, and a progressive 
tax system. Under these conditions, Wisconsin 
became a model “laboratory of democracy” during the 
Progressive Era and inspired national reforms on labor 
and antitrust law. After the passage of the Wagner Act 
in 1935 and Wisconsin Employment Relations Act in 
1937, Wisconsin became one of the most unionized 
states in the country, creating a precedent of strong ties 
between the state’s workers and organized labor. In 1959, 
Wisconsin became the first state to grant public sector 
unions the right to collectively bargain and negotiate 
contracts. In 2011, Wisconsin began to chip away at this 
solidarity when Act 10 curtailed public sector unions’ 
powers. Under the legislation, the employees represented 
by a union no longer have dues deducted from 
paychecks, and union membership in some areas has 

fallen by nearly 60 percent. Today, public-sector unions 
are no longer able to bargain over pensions, health 
coverage, hours, safety, or vacations. The remaining 
negotiating power of unions over base pay has also been 
drastically curtailed, as any pay raises negotiated through 
contracts cannot be higher than the rate of inflation. 
 With the implementation of Act 10 as Wisconsin 
state law, labor unions like MTI must now fulfill a 
variety of conditions in order to retain limited collective 
bargaining powers. Under Act 10, MTI must hold a 
recertification election for each of its five bargaining 
units (teachers, educational assistants, clerical/
technical employees, security assistants, and substitute 
teachers) to renew its contracts with the MMSD. As 
per Act 10 conditions, 51% of voters in each of the five 
categories must vote “yes” in recertification elections 
from November 5th to 25th in order for each unit to 
be recertified. While this is not an impossible feat, as 
successful recertification votes across the state indicate, 
the challenge is turnout. According to MTI leaders, 
poor turnout among teachers for recertification efforts 
in Menomonee Falls and Athens was responsible for 
suspension of contracts between teachers unions and 
school districts in those cities. Moreover, turnout 
among the five categories varies greatly, with substitute 
teachers showing the most variation due to the wide 
range of their work hours. The challenge, in essence, 
is for MTI to ensure that turnout in each of the five 
categories is enough to achieve a 51 percent “yes” vote 
for recertification for all union members. While MTI 
has its  current contracts with MMSD for all five units 
signed through June 30, 2016, a defeat in this month’s 
elections would likely make it more difficult for Madison 
teachers, including those at JMM, to negotiate for higher 
wages, workers’ benefits, and proper working conditions. 
Despite this prospect, however, MTI remains confident 
that it can recertify all five member categories by the end 
of November. A successful “yes” vote this month, even 
with Act 10’s limitations, will mark a strong defense by 
public sector unions in the fight for Wisconsin.
 As the election nears and political mud-slinging 
draws to an end (for now), the teachers’ fight has only 

just begun. Regardless of your 
political stance or feelings about 
Act 10, take a moment to thank 
a teacher this month for their 
dedication. For us students, the 
last four years have been a time 
to explore academic interests, 
branch out into extracurriculars, 
and wind down at (hopefully 
nonalcoholic) parties. For 
teachers, the last four years have 
been hell.

SOURCES: Wisconsin State 
Journal, The Cap Times, 
Wisconsin Historical Society, 
Wisconsin Labor History 
Society, Madison Teachers Inc., 
The New York TImes
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The Fight for Wisconsin: MTI Recertification 
Elections and What They Mean for Our Teachers

Good financial advice 
at a young age makes

all the difference.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA
* New members only. Membership requires a primary savings account. Primary Savings Account: Minimum to open $5. Annual Percentage Yield 
  (APY), as of 9/15/14 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. Student Free Checking: Minimum to open is 
  $25. $10 cash bonus will be deposited to students savings account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income and are 
  subject to 1099 tax reporting.

Through our partnership, your daughter or son gets:

•  Money savvy tips when we speak in classrooms
•  Financial guidance that can help them manage their 
   money when they open a savings or Student Free 
   Checking Account*
•  Access to a lot of online financial tools that help your
student avoid costly financial mistakes

• A variety of scholarships opportunities
• “lunch ‘n learns” where your daughter or son can digest a free lunch and 

financial know-how
• Access to private student loans to help pay for education expenses that 

may not be covered by your child’s financial aid package

Encourage your student to stop by and join today. 
We’ll even deposit an extra $10 into their savings account when they join!*

SummitCreditUnion.com
608-243-5000 | 800-236-5560



Gone Girl Review
By Dane Peplinski
Based off of Gillian Flynn’s 2012 
bestseller novel, Gone Girl is one of 
the most anticipated movies of the 
year. The book was highly successful 
since it sold more than 6 million 
copies. Due to its extreme popularity, 
the movie was very anticipated. If 
you have read the book before and 
enjoyed it, then you will love the 
movie. Although the movie doesn’t 
strictly stick to the novel’s storyline, the 
movie is successful because the 
performances the actors give are 
astounding. I believe that the 
movie deserves Oscar nominations in this 
season’s upcoming Oscar race! The 
director of the movie, David Fincher 
(who directed the American version of 
the Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, the 
Social Network, and Se7en), does it 
again by making another masterpiece! 
Gone Girl is a nail-biting thriller that keeps you on the edge of your seat 
with its intense plot twists. The movie is a must see! I give Gone Girl 10 out 
of 10 stars! Check out Gone Girl in the theaters! Don’t miss it!

Dracula Untold Review
By Dane Peplinski

Let me start off by saying that this movie had 
some really cool special effects. However, 
this movie is no masterpiece. Other than the 
impressive special effects, the rest of the movie 
had more flaws than I expected. In my opinion, 
this movie had some awful actors in it. Other 
than Luke Evans and Charles Dance from Game 
of Thrones, the actors’ performances simply did 
not deliver. The movie also had some terrible 
editing to it because the movie’s order of scenes 

Photos from JMMHS’s fall play, 
Dracula

photos by Juliana Epstein

9

Memorial’s Dracula
By Chandra Bookstaff

 This fall, Count 
Dracula was found in 
theater 300. Of course 
only at 7:30pm, after the 
sun went down. The play 
was captivating from the 
beginning as Kennedy 
Allison took the crowd with 
an amazing portrayal of 
Lucy Seward, a girl who is 
becoming dreadfully sick 
in the first scenes. Colin 
Pitman made the crowd feel 
his concern as he played 
Jonathan Harker, Lucy’s 
worried and devoted fiancé. 
When Sam Wood hit the 
stage as R. M. Renfield, 
the audience was not sure 
if they should be afraid 
or humored. Acting as 
Dracula’s slave who eats 
flies and spiders, Wood left 
a lasting impression playing 
such a twisted character. 
Sam Cibula and Abby 
DuRussel were also intriguing the crowd while pushing to find a way to save 
Lucy. Lea Hulsey and Nathaniel Kiehn played the maid and Butterworth. 
Their performances were entertaining and humorous as well! And of course, 
James Tautges, playing Dracula, was phenomenal. He performed with an 
ease and grace that became sinister throughout the play. Dracula was a 
definite success as expected from the Memorial Theater Company! Thank 
you to all those who worked on the play and made it an amazing experience 
to watch!  

was random and chaotic. 
Dracula Untold’s plot was too 
rushed. I would say that this 
film is more of a rental type of 
movie. It’s not worth the money 
to go see it at the theater or at 
IMAX. I give Dracula Untold a 
5 out of 10 stars.

Above; Colin Pitman and Abigal DuRussel. Above Right; Sam Cibula. Below; Nathaniel, Sam Wood, Colin Pitman, 
Sam Cibula, James Tautges, Abigal DuRussel, Kennedy Allison, Leah Husley

Above; 
James 
Taugtges, 
Left; 
Kennedy 
Allison. 
Right; 
Abigal 
DuRussel.

Left; Nathaniel Kiehn and Leah Husley. Above; James Taugtes, Sam 
Wood, Nathaniel Kiehn and Sam 
Cibula. Below Left; James Taugtes. 
Below; Ryan Daas. 



NOVEMBER CELEBRITY 
BIRTHDAYS:

NOV 3RD- KENDALL 
JENNER

NOV 4TH- P DIDDY
NOV 10TH- MIRANDA 

LAMBERT
NOV 11TH- LEONARDO 

DICAPRIO
NOV 13TH- WHOOPI 

GOLDBERG
NOV 20TH- FUTURE

NOV 23RD- MILEY CYRUS
NOV 28TH- TREY SONGZ

 There are lots of sports starting during the 
month of November that you can look forward to. 
Make sure to come out and support the basketball 
teams and the hockey team. The first boys’ 
basketball game is at home on November 26th. The 
first girls’ basketball game is at home on November 
22nd. The first Hockey game is at Madison Ice 
Arena on November 28th. Bring your Spartan 
spirit!

November:
4: Election Day
11:Veterans Day  
 - Parent/Teacher Evening                        
  Conferences
14: NO SCHOOL
       - Professional Development Day
20: Parent/teacher conferences 
 - high school early release
26: NO SCHOOL 
 - Teacher Comp Day
27, 28: NO SCHOOL
  - Thanksgiving 

Did you get around to either 

CULVERS or Starbucks??? 
If not, they are still serving their 
cold culvers pumpkin shake and 

hot pumpkin spice latte!!!

Halloween Attractions 
during the month of 
October:
-Screaming Acres: A haunted 
house located in Stoughton. They 
are not about just scaring people 
who attend the haunted house, but 
they are all about engaging their 
customers in one of the most detailed 
haunted houses in Wisconsin. 
Check it out! Located is 3865 Hwy 
138, Stoughton, WI 53589. (608) 
669.2734
-Schuster’s Haunted Forest: A 
haunted forest that you get to by a 
tractor ride driven by a frightening 
and rigid old lady! Experience a 
night time adventure like no other! 
Check it out, 1326 US Highway 12 
& 18, Deerfield, WI 53531. (608) 
764.8488.
-Wisconsin Scary Land:  A 
Halloween slaughter house where 
you will become truly frightened 
from not just the set up but also 
from the creepy crawling zombies 
lingering throughout the entire 
slaughter house waiting to catch you 
off guard! Experience a world class 
haunted attraction located at 5305 
County Highway M, Waunakee, WI 
53597. (888)898.7191.

Tasty Pumpkin Treats 
from October:
-PUMPKIN PIE 
-Roasted Pumpkin Seeds
-Chocolate Pumpkin Bread

Popular 2014 Halloween 
costumes:

Girls- Elsa from Frozen
Boys- Minion
Women- Nurse

Men- Cop

Thanksgiving day menu:
- Mashed Potatoes
- Turkey
- Sweet rolls
- Pumpkin pie
- Cranberries 
- Gravy
- Green bean casserole
- Stuffing

Q: Who dosen’t eat on   
Thanksgiving? 

A: A turkey because it’s 
always stuffed. 

 Black Friday is the 
Friday following Thanksgiving. 
It’s the day where shoppers 
wake up before the sun to 
catch some great deals on a 
plethora of items. This year it’s 
November 28th. Make sure to 
go to sleep early and set your 
alarm bright and early if you 
want to try and catch some 
sweet deals.

Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you don't have, you will never, ever have enough. - 

Oprah Winfrey

October Overview/November Preview
By Hannah Schram & Morgan Vaccaro

Above; Morgan Snow, Sydney Meyer 
& Wyatt Cook Silvern. left; Tenten 
He. Right; Autumn Shumaker.  Below; 
Dane Peplinski. Left lower; Caitlyn 
Bower. Top Right; Sarah Hubbard & 
Melissa Hielman. Far Right’ Kali Jahns 
Connell. Far Left lower; Ryan Henry. 
Far Right Smile; Olivia McDermott.

Far Left Knight; Mr. Kellogg. Left; 
Shannon Eichorst with friend. 
Above Banana; Maya. Below; 
Kami & Lativia. Right; Skyylah 
Gordee, Rachel Tilsen, Caitlyn 
Neider, Chandra Bookstaff, 
Nathan Larsen, & Sydney Meyer. 
Below Right; Ms. Zander, Mr. 
Maloney & Ms. Kosloski.

Bored and looking for something 
crafty to do?

Try making a hand turkey!


