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Homecoming 2014:We’re on Top of the World
by Caroline Zhou, Senior Class President

This year’s homecoming dance fell on an earlier date than usual which 
made it extra stressful to organize it efficiently and successfully. That 
also means that there was less time for people to get crafty to ask a 
date to the dance; however, that didn’t stop homecoming from having a 
great turnout. 
The song chosen for the theme of the dance was “Top of the World” by 
Imagine Dragons as it perfectly represents JMM spirit. It was also used 
for the senior video, which incorporated actual video as opposed to the 
usual slideshow, making it extra impressive. (Special shoutout to Renee 
Kar-Johnson for making the video and to Brian Luo for providing a 
voice over). The pep rally 
was also a huge hit. The 

MCs were Nasitta Keita, Drake Singleton, Haley Prudent, Payton Beverly, 
and Claire Franken. There was nonstop laughing during the lip-sync 
contest where there was even a special appearance from Mr. Schlitz and 
Mr. Voss during “Ice Ice Baby”. The seniors impressively swept all of the 
competitions except for the tug-of-war competition (won by the juniors). 

A money booth event replaced homecoming 
court, which wasn’t missed by many. The 
“Guy-Girl” dance performed by the Poms 
team was based off of Grease, and was one 
to remember! Hilarious and fun, all of the 
Sandys and Dannys captured the attention of 
their audience. The JMM cheerleaders also 
did a great job getting everyone’s spirit high for the football game.

Later that night was the homecoming football game against Middleton. Huge props 
to the football team for giving it their all against one of the conference’s highest-
ranked teams. During halftime, our school’s foreign exchange students did a lap 
around Mansfield while carrying their flags. I hope they had a positive experience with 
homecoming week. 

Early next morning, student officers and volunteers gathered to decorate the gym 
and cafeteria. The color scheme was green, gray, and black as always, but the area was still spiced up with fun 
decorations. Stars were pasted all over black paper in the gym to give the illusion that students were actually “on top 
of the world” while dancing. Fast forward a few hours, and the gym was filled with students dancing. Unlike other 
years, there was really positive feedback about the DJ at the dance. The DJ played up-to-date songs that weren’t 
from middle school days. I’ve heard from many people that they actually stayed at the dance for a long time, and 
genuinely enjoyed it. 

Overall, homecoming was a memorable experience for many. Special thanks to Illyanna Castañeda, Baye Kielley, 
Gabrielle Lemkuil, Chani Bookstaff, Caitlyn Neider, Rachel Tilsen, Sydney Mayer, Lucy Ji, Helen Zhang, Ryan 
Henry, Brie Overkamp, Amanda Fruit, Megan Schumacher, Sara Schumacher, Ameya Sanyal, Drake Singleton, 
Travis Lindquidst, Kye Burcham, Islam Aly, and Spirit Bowl participants. My gratitude also goes towards parent and 
staff volunteers, administration, and Ms.Dahmen. A HUGE thank you to my fellow class officers: Joanna Pauline 
Martinez (Vice President), Renee Kar Johnson (Treasurer) and Abby Sutherland (Secretary). And from all of us, 
thank you to Ms.Glaaser, (the best senior class advisor ever!) who played an enormous role in making it all happen! 
Finally, on behalf of your Class of 2015 officers, we sincerely hope that JMM students and staff had a wonderful 
time at homecoming this year.

Photos by Carlos Perez -- JMM Pep Band with Bruce the Spartan starts out the Pep Aud with the school song, MC’s 
Peyton Beverly, Clare Frankin and Drake Singleton, Class Officer’s Pauline Martinez and Renee Kar-Johnson, Caitlyn 
Nieder and Sam McCarthy, Lily Zwaska with Koko Songolo and Sydney Mayer with Jack Gustafson. (Below) Jacob Padly 
might be the reason the Juniors won the tug of war this year! Seniors Henry Houden, Nasitta Keita, Travis Meyer and 
Mariah Ortega-Flowers gave it there best shot, Mr. Frontier with the staff team lost to the Juniors, Nate Larson wins !!

“This year’s Guy Girl dance was 
by far my favorite Guy Girl I’ve 
been apart of. It was so great seeing 
the guys have so much fun doing 
something they were not completely 
comfortable with and just having the 
time of their lives. Performing it at 
the pep rally is definitely something 
I will remember forever!”.-- Natalie 
Hodgkiss

The Bruce Dahmen 
Welcome Center

By Nathan Wang
Memorial’s new Welcome Center, which was constructed 

last year, is going to be named after Bruce Dahmen, our school’s 
previous principal whose unfortunate and much too early death has 
been felt across the school. A committee composed of 8 school and 
local community members passed the proposal unanimously and was 
sent for consideration to the district’s superintendent. The MMSD 
Board of Education approved the proposal and the Welcome Center 
will have a small dedication ceremony at a time to be determined, 
possibly on Parent-Teacher conference night in November. The 
Bruce Dahmen Welcome Center will feature a new electronic screen 
and an impressive list of the many things Mr. Dahmen did for the 
school, but most importantly, serve as a testament to his legacy. As 
Mr. Schlitz, one of the committee members who approved of the 
dedication, stated, “the Welcome Center is the perfect embodiment of 
what Mr. Dahmen stood for: welcoming the entire student body and 
anyone else who came.”



Art has always been my favorite 
way to express myself. Learning from 
various art teachers over my years in 
school, I learned to greatly appreciate the 
teachers here at Memorial. I  have classes 
in almost all muses of art here, including 
Ceramics, Metals & Glass, CAMM, 
Photography, Digital Imagery (Photoshop), 
and ending my last semester with 
Illustration, and Graphic Design. My muse 
is digital art, which was mostly self-taught 
over the years. The best part of art is going 
into a project with a dead-set idea on what 
I want to make, or going into a project 
with no idea and letting my creativity 
take the project in every direction. I’m 
hoping to put together a portfolio of the 
bigger projects I’ve worked on. I’m not 
completely sure where I want to go to 
school, but I’m thinking of studying to 
become an art teacher, or going somewhere 
with graphic design. I love learning about 
art, and I would love to teach it to others. 
No matter where I end up, art will always 
be a passion of mine.

Carlos Perez A Note From the Editor
By Vishal Narayanaswamy

 And we’re off! It’s been one month since the new school 
year began, and all around the building freshmen are getting lost 
less often, sophomores are infuriated with their chemistry books, 
juniors are feeling the power of being upperclassmen, and seniors 
are reminding juniors who actually holds the real power. As we’re 
a month in, students of all grades are joining or returning to many 
different clubs. From tennis and football to DDAF and SYS, 
freshmen, seniors, and all those in between them are discovering 
their passions (shameless plug: if you’re a fan of writing, 
photography, news, sports, or the arts, consider contributing to The 
Sword & Shield). 
 
If you’ve been following the news this month, you’ll know that 
the United States has begun conducting airstrikes in Iraq and Syria 
against Islamic terror group ISIS, the Ebola virus has spread to 
Texas, and Wisconsin’s controversial Voter ID requirements have 
been reinstated. While it is highly unlikely that any JMM student 
can coordinate quarantine relief efforts or punch Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi in the face, what we can do is respond to these latest 
voter suppression measures. Election experts across the country 
have overwhelmingly concluded that actual incidences of voter 
fraud are exceedingly rare, and that Wisconsin’s new voter ID 
requirements stand to disenfranchise a disproportionate amount of 
poor and minority voters. To uphold the values that our Founding 
Fathers enshrined and so many have died for since the Constitution’s 
ratification, I highly encourage- nay, implore- all JMM seniors 
who will be 18 before this November’s election to register to vote, 
regardless of your political affiliation. 
 
Also, progress reports are out! By this point, you should be getting 
a feel for your classes and be familiar with your grades. Work 
hard, remember to check Infinite Campus regularly, and stop 
by the Tutoring Center if you need studying assistance. If you 
enjoyed this month’s issue of The Sword & Shield and want more 
student-created content, be sure to check out our website at http://
jmmswordandshield.com/ for news, sports, and entertainment 
reviews.

Good luck, and godspeed!

Ms. Lucille is a 
counselor here at 
Memorial. She 
has worked for 
the district for 25 
years. Outside of 
school, she likes to 
write novels, swim, 
dance, and travel. 
She has two kids—a 
daughter starting 
law school and a 
son who is a senior 
in college. She 
also has a husband 
who is a firefighter. 
Sherry also loves to 
travel to her favorite 
place which is the Riviera Maya in 
Mexico. She loves to swim there in cenotes which are natural swimming 
holes. She said that some other places were Italy and Greece, and they 
were both a cultural experience. 

The novels that she writes are interracial love stories. One of the books 
is called Love Changes and the other is called Love Dreams. Two of her 
books are set in Chicago and were published in 1969. You can also buy 
her books on Amazon Love Changes is sold for $9.99 and Love Dreams 
goes for $13.50. 

An Interview with Ms. Lucille
by Shareef Smith

Good financial advice 
at a young age makes

all the difference.

Your savings federally insured to at least $250,000
and backed by the full faith and credit of the United States Government

National Credit Union Administration, a U.S. Government Agency

NCUA
* New members only. Membership requires a primary savings account. Primary Savings Account: Minimum to open $5. Annual Percentage Yield 
  (APY), as of 9/15/14 is 0.10%. Rate may change at any time. Minimum balance to obtain APY is $25. Student Free Checking: Minimum to open is 
  $25. $10 cash bonus will be deposited to students savings account at account opening. Cash bonuses are considered taxable income and are 
  subject to 1099 tax reporting.

Through our partnership, your daughter or son gets:

•  Money savvy tips when we speak in classrooms
•  Financial guidance that can help them manage their 
   money when they open a savings or Student Free 
   Checking Account*
•  Access to a lot of online financial tools that help your 
   student avoid costly financial mistakes

• A variety of scholarship opportunities
• “Lunch ‘n Learns” where your daughter or son can digest a free lunch and 

financial know-how
• Access to private student loans to help pay for education expenses that 

may not be covered by your child’s financial aid package

Encourage your student to stop by and join today. 
We’ll even deposit an extra $10 into their savings account when they join!*

SummitCreditUnion.com
608-243-5000 | 800-236-5560
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#Bendgate
By Peter Rehani
 “Design is not just what it 
looks like and feels like. Design is 
how it works.” –Steve Jobs, founder 
of Apple Inc., a company that is a 
modern icon of global culture and 
a leader in consumer electronics 
development. At their latest event in 
Cupertino, California, the tech giant 
released a variety of new products, 
ranging from the new iPhones to a 
not-so-new version of their mobile 
operating system, iOS 8. Starting 
with the headliner, the new iPhone 
brings a plethora of new incremental 
innovations such as a bulging 
camera lens, a design that resembles 
the HTC One (M8) to an uncanny 
degree, and even a new bendable 
design! Ok, that last one isn’t an 
Apple embedded feature; however, 
after a week of use, numerous 
complaints have arisen about the 
iPhone 6 Plus bending when left 
in pockets for extended periods of 
time. This has caused a massive 
spark in popularity of #bendgate, 
a trending term that essentially 
comments on the bending that new 
iPhone users are experiencing. Tech 
YouTuber Marques Brownlee, of 
MKBHD, explains that the most 
likely cause of such distortion is the 
lack of a magnesium chasse found in 
many Android phones with similar 
builds. The magnesium chase adds 
a level of stability to the overall 
construction of a phone and makes 
it much less prone to changes in 
its shape over time. After factoring 
this into the extremely thin piece 
of aluminum that the new iPhones 
are carved from, the root cause of 
this bending becomes extremely 
apparent. Not to fret, just add on the 
$100 annual subscription to Apple 
Care and you’ll be fully covered in 
case something happens. Speaking 
of cases, an available solution 
for Apple users to the #Bendgate 
fiasco would be adding a case. As 
Johnathon Morrison of TLD Today 
demonstrated, a decent case adds a 
significant amount of rigidity to the 
phone, and can help to prevent such 
disasters from occurring. In other 
news, to fix some of the gripes of the 
users of iOS 8, Apple released their 
first update: iOS 8.0.1, otherwise 
known as the worst thing to ever 
enter the iOS ecosystem. With 
this update, users can expect no 
connectivity to any cellular towers, 
which means no calling functionality, 
or mobile data options. Another 
thrilling addition for everyone using 
a 5s or above, is a lack of TouchID, 
the iPhone fingerprint reader, 
recognition, which accompanies the 
latest update. Soon after this became 
public, Apple removed the option to 
upgrade due to all of the flaws. At the 
time of writing, September 24, 2014, 
there have been no new updates, but 
users can expect a corrected version 
to arrive before the end of September 
2014. In the meantime, you can 
access numerous websites to learn 
about downgrading back to stock 
iOS 8 for the time being. 

Fast Facts about Ebola
By Amit Rajesh 

You’ve probably heard it all over the news. 
Ebola has been killing everyone it infects. West 
Africa is in a complete state of horror over this virus, 
which has no cure. You might’ve heard about how 
it could easily spread to Europe, and, although very 

unlikely, the USA as well.  
/But here’s a question: How much do you know about what Ebola really is? 

How it kills? Why it’s so deadly? This article tries to answer all of these questions.
WHERE DID THE VIRUS ORIGINATE?

This virus first emerged in 1976, in Sudan and the Congo, named after the 
Ebola River.  Surprisingly, there were already multiple outbreaks of this virus before 
the recent one now: The first outbreaks in the Sudan and Congo, in 1976, which 
resulted in over 400 deaths. Another outbreak was in Uganda, in 2000, leaving 
several hundred dead as well. In fact, there was an outbreak as recent as 2012 in the 
Kibale district of Uganda. These were all very deadly outbreaks. However, none are 
as nearly as deadly as the one the world faces now, which as already left more than 
3,000 people dead.  This leads us to our next question.

WHY IS IT KILLING SO MANY PEOPLE?
Why is this virus killing so many people?  Well, it doesn’t help that it 

doesn’t have any cure, but leaving that aside, we can see that location has a bigger 
role in this then you might think. Ebola has currently invaded Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Senegal. If we run some numbers through, here’s what we get:  
Guinea has 0.11 physicians per 1000 people as of 2004, Liberia and Sierra Leone 
have 0.03 physicians per 1000 people as of 2004, Nigeria has 0.22 physicians as 
of 2003, and Senegal has 0.03 as of 2004. This clearly states that we don’t have 
enough doctors on the field to help battle the virus. Sierra Leone and Liberia have 
some of the lowest ratios of doctors per thousand in the world. 

It’s also important to realize that all the countries that have Ebola patients 
are 3rd world countries. Advanced technology, workforce, and many other things are 
simply not there in West Africa. Also, doctors and other health workers often times 
don’t have the protective gear that they need to prevent themselves from catching 
the virus, which results in health workers, already very short in number, dying. This 
also results in doctors shutting down their hospitals, out of fear of getting Ebola 
themselves, which means more untreated Ebola patients.

And finally, Ebola is so deadly mainly because it is easy to pass on to 
others. If human A has Ebola, then person B can get it if he/she touches any of 
A’s blood or body fluids by either directly touching the blood/fluids or coming to 
contact with objects that have been contaminated by A’s body fluids. B can also get 
it by coming to contact with infected animals. This is why Ebola can really easily 
spread in a hospital setting, especially in 3rd world countries, where the hospital 
objects may not get cleaned properly. This is also a reason why doctors themselves 
are infected with Ebola, because they’re the ones dealing with a patient’s body 
fluids on a daily basis.
 But there’s still something missing in the explanation of Ebola’s killing 
spree.  Earlier, I mentioned that there have already been numerous outbreaks of 
this virus, all in 3rd world countries with low doctor to non-doctor ratios. Yet those 
countries got along “fine”, relatively speaking. So here’s our next question: Why 
is this latest outbreak so deadly? We’ve had experience in Ebola outbreaks before. 
What makes this different?  

The main reason is because Ebola, this time, started in urban cities, thus has 
spread much faster, which is why it has gone into 5 different countries in the first 
place. Before, Ebola mainly struck the remote places of Sudan or Congo, making it 
easy to isolate and prevent spreading. This isn’t the case anymore.  The population 
of Ebola victims now is significantly higher than in the past. The doctors are now 
working more hours. They have to get new beds for more patients.  They need more 
hospitals, medicine, etc. This all adds up to disaster.    
HOW DOES IT KILL?

It would be very difficult to go into the deep biology of how Ebola takes 
down our immune system, but here’s the main idea. Basically, a virus is genetic 
code. Once it is inside a cell, all it does is inject that code into a cell. The cell, which 
normally replicates cells, now replicates viruses, because the virus has injected the 
code. Eventually, when the cell replicates enough viruses, they break out of the 
cell, killing it in the process. Now the thousands of viruses each do the same thing 
to other cells, killing thousands more, etc. etc. Normally, our immune system can 
get rid of normal viruses pretty quickly, by doing the following: When an infection 
or virus enters the body, the immune system sends “security guard” cells, dendritic 
cells and macrophages, to “arrest” the virus. Once this is done, the “security guards” 
signal for “commandos”, antibodies and cytokines, to kill off the virus. The body 
also raises the body temperature, giving you fever, so that it is harder for the virus to 
replicate. Using all these steps, the immune system kills off all the viruses within a 
week or so. But, as you’ve probably noticed, Ebola is different.

The main difference between your normal cold and Ebola is that Ebola is 
a good criminal: It is very sneaky. Because of this, the security guards don’t even 
notice the virus. Ebola then “disarms” the “security guards”, and now they can’t 
send out “commandos” to kill it off. Ebola can now replicate and kill cells at will. 
After a while, the immune system realizes it has been completely breached, but 
there are already a whole army of Ebola viruses killing cells. So the immune system 
tries to answer by releasing just about everything it has at once against Ebola. It 
unleashes a massive wave of cytokines, called the cytokine storm. It may sound 
cool, but what it does is turn on itself and attack your organs, bursting your blood 
and causing you to have internal and external bleeding. Death is just around the 
corner now, in about 6-16 days. 

Of course, that’s only the worst case scenario. If you diagnose it early 
enough, and if you’re taking care of properly with proper drug treatments, you will 
probably recover in about 6 to 11 days and Ebola would be killed by your immune 
system.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Although Ebola seems to be killing at will, it would be surprising if it 

caused an outbreak in Europe. The Europeans should easily have the necessary tools 
to make sure it doesn’t spread. It would have more sanitary hospitals, more doctors, 
and could isolate the victims easier than in Africa. The USA is even safer, with 
the Atlantic Ocean separating them from any trouble. Don’t expect Ebola to be a 
worldwide epidemic that ends the human race. 

That being said, the outbreak is not going to stop tomorrow. And with the 
number of Ebola patients now growing exponentially, the battle is only getting 
harder. West Africa urgently needs the help of the US, Europe, and any other 
country willing to help, or else Ebola will start spreading to other countries in 
Africa, and soon it will be a rolling snowball that will take years to stop. The sooner 
aid comes, the faster Ebola goes away. But until then, West Africa is in for a long 
struggle. 
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/177623/Ebola 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/09/12/us-health-ebola-idUSKBN0H70PJ20140912  
http://www.nationmaster.com/country-info/stats/Health/Physicians/Per-1,000-people 
http://thestir.cafemom.com/healthy_living/175451/ebola_virus_outbreak_spreading_fast 
http://saharareporters.com/2014/09/01/ebola-dangerous-virus-how-does-it-really-kill-professor-
edward-oparaoji
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The Local Style
 By Maryann Rehani
The colors of the leaves change. 
Pumpkin Spice Lattes come back 
to Starbucks. Corn mazes. Carving 
pumpkins. Halloween. Do these things 
bring a certain season to mind? Fall! 
Fall is my favorite time of the year 
because of the weather and the clothes I 
can wear because of it! Shalini Patro, a 
junior at Memorial knows how to dress 
for the weather! I caught up with her 
and asked her a few questions.
M: What’s your favorite season to dress 
for and why?
S: Probably fall because it’s not too hot 
and not too cold. That way, you can 
wear sweaters and summer dresses.
M: Who’s your style role model?
S: I guess the person who really helped 
foster my high school style was Alison 
Lee, a junior at Memorial. Exposure to 
social media has also helped.
M: What’s your go-to outfit?
S: Either a dress or a skirt with a 
cardigan or a leather jacket with knee 
high socks and boots. 
M: How would you describe how your 
style has changed since you got to 
Memorial?
S: I’ve worn more dresses and skirts. I 
have more of a dressy wardrobe now. 
M: What are some of your favorite 
stores to shop from?
S: I shop at Abercrombie, Brandy 
Melville, America Eagle, and Forever 21 
sometimes. It mainly depends on what 
catches my eye.
M: What’s your inspiration for dressing 
like you do?
S: Mainly Tumblr, but people in general, 
too.
 



The United Kingdom 
Stays United!

By David Cao
On September 18th, Scotland had a referendum to decide whether 

or not Scotland would break off from the United Kingdom and become its 
own independent country. Fortunately, the referendum was struck down; 
the votes were split 55% to 45%, with 55% of the voters voting against the 
independence of Scotland.
 Let me give you the brief history on how Scotland became a part of 
the United Kingdom. During the Middle Ages, Scotland was an independent 
country known as the Kingdom of Scotland. After fighting a series of 
brutal wars with the Kingdom 
of England, the two monarchies 
agreed to form a personal union 
in 1603. Later in 1653, the two 
countries were united temporarily 
under a single government, but 
the government it soon dissolved 
in 1660. It was not until 1707 
that the Kingdom of Scotland 
and the Kingdom of England 
united to form the Kingdom of 
Great Britain. The addition of the 
Kingdom of Ireland in 1801 to 
Great Britain formed the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. But in 1922, most of 
Ireland left the union, making the full name of the state today the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This full name is usually 
shortened to what we know today as the “United Kingdom” or “Britain”.
 The Scottish government first announced on March 21st, 2013 that 
there would be a referendum held on September 18th, 2014. But now, you 
may be asking why Scotland wanted a referendum in the first place. The 
reason is that the Scottish people thought that money and resources weren’t 
allocated in the right place. The people who supported independence 
believed that Scotland would be richer if it broke away from the UK. 
Supporters also argued that they wanted Scotland to make its own decisions 
about the control of resources and money investments.

On the other hand, the voters who voted against independence 
believed that if Scotland remained a part of the United Kingdom, it would 
give Scotland “the best of both worlds”. The Scottish Parliament can both 
make local decisions about health, education and transportation, while 
having the benefits of being a part of a larger economy. Scotland can also 
trade easily with other parts of the UK, have access to more jobs, and be 
protected by the UK armed forces if it continues to be a part of Britain.

Politicians both here and abroad responded favorably to the results 
of the referendum. British Prime Minister David Cameron said that he was 
delighted the UK would remain together and that “it would have broken 
my heart to see our United Kingdom come to an end”. He also mentioned 
that for the commitments on extra powers, he would “ensure that they will 
be honoured in full”. President Barack Obama also welcomed Scotland’s 
decision to stay with the United Kingdom, stating, “Through debate, 
discussion, and passionate yet peaceful deliberations, they reminded the 
world of Scotland’s enormous contributions to the UK and the world”. 

Prep Profiles
Name: Lucy Ji 
Favorite Class: Micro 
Career Highlights: beating Verona 
my junior year with Maddy Green 
Season goal: making it to sectionals 
Most memorable moment in sports: 
same as Career Highlights
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: when my partner Jessica 
Liu served into my butt during an 
important invite 
Everyone on the team knows me as 
the gal who…has the best sock tan 
Pregame fuel: Bagels 
Most inspirational teammate: my 
lovely double partner Jessica 
Favorite Athlete: Rafael Nadal 
Favorite Opponent: West or Verona 
I wish I could compete against: 
Novak Djokovic 
Favorite Childhood Movie: Aladdin 
Favorite TV show: Grey’s anatomy 
I describe myself as: determined 
I look up to: Coach King 
I wish I could meet: Genie 
Bouchard
During the Olympics I watched: 
tennis, diving and swimming 
Post High School plans: hopefully 
college 
On the bucket list: visit Australia 
and see a koala 
Spartan cards sold: 4 this year but I 
sold the most freshman year with 
40

Name: Tori Horton 
Favorite Class: Econ 
Current Sport: Swimming 
Career Highlights: going to state all 
3 years (and hopefully a 4th) 
I love swimming because: i hate 
sweating and you cant feel sweat in 
a pool. 
Season goal: top 6 at state 
Most memorable moment in sports: 
State taper week 
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: my dad showing up to the 
conference meet in a full spartan 
costume. 
Pregame music playlist: G-Easy 
Pregame fuel: any food is good food 
Most inspirational teammate: Claire 
Eckerle and Haley Lundal 
Favorite Opponent: Victoria Lin 
I wish I could compete against: A 
Whale 
Favorite Movie: The A Team 
Favorite TV show: Gossip Girl 
I describe myself as: sassy 
I can’t live without: Haley, my 
phone and food and oxygen 
I wish I could meet: A whale 
During the Olympics I watched: 
swimming... Duh 
Did you know… I’m allergic to fish 
Post High School plans: college and 
college swimmin 
On the bucket list: buy a whale 
Spartan cards sold: 2

4

Name: Leo “Money” 
Mendoza
Favorite Class: English with Hardin
Current Sport: Football
Career Highlights: Making the 
football team.
I love Football because: It’s the best 
sport in the world.
Season Goals: Make Playoffs and 
put in work.
Other sports: futbol and 
professional pool.
I love being a Spartan because: we 
are a family! #Chuch
Most memorable moment in sports: 
kicking the game winning extra 
point vs East after a Joe Venuta 
touchdown.
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: when I missed an extra 
point but still threw up the money 
sign.
Everyone knows me as the guy who: 
kicks field goals/extra points.
Pregame Fuel: chicken burrito  @ 
Pancheros.
Most inspirational teammate: 
McNuggets.
Favorite Athlete: Johnny Manziel.
Favorite Opponent: West
Favorite Movie: The Lion King
Favorite TV Show: Iron Chef, Cake 
Boss.
I describe myself as: a hard worker 
and a very dedicated player.
I look up to my man Ryan “Rain 
Man” Murphy.
I can’t live without: Mama 
Mendoza.
I wish I could meet: Kate Upton or 
Mason Crosby.
During the Olympics I watched: US 
Women’s Curling Team.
Did you know: I am Mexican.
Post High School plans: #D1Bound
On the bucket list: become a 
professional kicker for the GB 
Packers.

Net Neutrality
By Mikie Frey

 Today, nearly every American 
uses the internet, either occasionally 
or obsessively. At the core of fair and 
equal web traffic is Net neutrality, 
or the internet as we know it. Net 
neutrality is the basic principle that 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs) 
use. You pay a base price to get on 
the web, and once you do that, all 
web traffic is equal. This means that 
you can access a more obscure site 
with the same speed that you access 
YouTube or Google with.
 Things are in motion to 
change this, as Congress has recently 
shot down bills looking to uphold net 
neutrality. This gives ISPs (Internet 
Service Providers) the ability to give 
favor to certain websites. Simply put, 
the end of net neutrality is a way for 
these companies to make money off 
selling consumers packages with 
broader internet access and to get 
paid by websites with the money to 
buy faster access.
 This doesn’t mean you’ll 
be getting to any sites faster. What 
it means is you’ll be getting to 
certain sites slower, or some not 
at all. Companies will be able to 

discriminate which sites we can and 
cannot visit. In addition, they can 
reduce the total internet speed to a 
subpar level, which would cause 
massive amounts of buffering and 
lagging across all websites. This 
essentially means that major ISPs 
gain by using fewer resources, while 
still maintaining their ‘extraordinary’ 
customer service.
 Basically, these companies are 
getting paid more while only taking 
away things. The net is an important 
tool for a lot of people. For some it’s 
a livelihood, for others, it’s a big help 
to their business. And we don’t have 
much of a way to replace the freedom 
that the internet has. 
 The web is not always that 
greatest place, but the freedom of it 
is important nonetheless.  If this is a 
cause that you’re interested in, there’re 
some things you can do to help. Laws 
to preserve net neutrality are still in 
the works. You can send letters or call 
your congressmen and state senators. 
You can get more educated on this 
issue and spread the word. Please talk 
to Peter Rehani for more details on 
how you can get involved with this 
very important issue.

Students - do you have lost/damaged books on your library account 
from past high school years? A new district policy will send you three 
emails reminding you to return or pay for the materials. If you don’t 
arrange something with the library by November 3, these library fines 
turn into fees in Infinite Campus. Don’t let this happen to you! Come 
figure out a solution with the library staff. Questions? See Ms. Amado 
or Mrs. Schmitz.
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No Offseason
by Geordi Herr-Hartman
Most coaches would be content to 
enter the season as heavy favorites 
to win the State title, but thats what 
separates Dan Raabe from “most 
coaches.” Despite entering the 
season with his most talented team 
ever. Head Coach Dan Raabe has 
been determined to add even more 
explosivity to Madison Memorial’s 
high powered Ultimate Frisbee 
team. Raabe has been relentless 
in his pursuit of highly touted free 
agents such as Henry Houden and 
Hunter Brandon. Many question 
how players such as these could 
possibly complement memorial’s 
already ridiculously over-talented 
receiving core (cutters). The team 
brings back veteran inside Cutter 
Geordi Haerr-Hartmann, as well as 
deep Cutters Amos Kaldor and Joe 
Venuta. Haerr-Hartmann will have 
to fill the roles that were previously 
occupied by both himself and Sam 
“Gucciberg” Silverberg, though if 
anyone has the skillset for the task, 
its him. Meanwhile with the season 
just a mere 6 months away deep 
cutters Kaldor and Venuta have 
been undergoing some unorthodox 
conditioning in order to prepare 
for the upcoming Ultimate Season. 
Venuta has apparently tried out for 
and made the football team. 
“When i’m out on the football 
field during a game, I’m really just 
looking for ways to make myself a 
better Ultimate player” said Venuta. 
Meanwhile on the other side of the 
coin Kaldor is now playing for the 
Memorial Soccer team. I sat down 
with Kaldor in order to find out 
more.
“When I’m playing soccer the focus 
is mainly on improving my speed 
and vertical for Ultimate. Sometimes 
in a soccer game I’ll see a ball go by 
and I just let it go. I think to myself, 
‘don’t risk it.’ I know that I can’t 
afford to get injured doing something 
as frivolous as soccer with Ultimate 
Season right around the corner.” 
Considering all the talent at the 
Cutting position for memorial it 
seems that the only question for the 
team is at Handler. Memorial brings 
back “above average” handler Rami 
Paust and “handler” Nate Swanson. 
Junior sensation Paul Slaughter is 
currently projected to round out 
the three handling positions. The 
question that fans are now asking 
is that with inside Cutter Geordi 
Haerr-Hartmann currently filling 
a role typically requiring several 
inside Cutters, will Dan Raabe add a 
fourth Handler to the starting lineup? 
And if so, who will that Handler 
be? Nick Rieger, more commonly 
referred to by his peers as “Johnny 
Frisbee” may be returning to the field 
following a difficult year battling 
Shin Splints. If so the Spartans could 
definitely use his special talents on 
the field. When asked about him 
Raabe had this to say.
“I’ve seldom coached a player with 
such ludicrous play making ability. 
As far as ceilings go, his game 
doesn’t have one.” 

A Tale of Two 
Purple Backs
     
By Caleb Walker
 If you have happened to 
glance at your twitter the last two 
weeks you have no doubt heard the 
name Ray Rice, a former running 
back for the Baltimore Ravens, the 
team that just two years ago won 
the Super Bowl. It all started back 
in March when security footage at a 
casino showed Rice and his fiancée 
entering an elevator together. There 
was no footage of what happened 
in the elevator but a second security 
tape showed that when they exited 
the elevator, Rice was carrying 
his unconscious wife. Rice was 
charged with third degree aggravated 
assault but his employer, the NFL 
controversially only suspended 
Ray Rice for two games. Now flash 
forward to September, one week 
before Rice’s suspension is about 
to be up, TMZ releases a security 
video showing what happened inside 
the elevator on that night. Rice is 
seen punching his wife mercilessly. 
This video was enough evidence 
for the NFL to finally suspend Rice 
indefinitely follows much media 
pressure. I was reported by the 
Associated Press that the casino 
had sent Goodell a copy of the 
tape all the way back in April. In a 
statement, Roger Goodell claimed 
that he had not seen the video in the 
elevator until September, the same 
time everybody else had. Many 
critics do not believe him, thinking 
that he saw the video back in April 
and purposely tried to cover it up 
to help the league save face. Many 
fans find this unacceptable and if 
new evidence was to come up that 
Goodell did indeed see the video 
back in April, he could be forced to 
resign. 
Picture of Adrian Peterson #28 here
Just when the NFL thought this 
public relations nightmare couldn’t 
get any worse, reports surfaced that 
Minnesota Vikings running back 
and former league MVP Adrian 
Peterson had been indicted by a jury 
of negligent or reckless injury of his 
four year old son. Again it was TMZ 
who broke the story. They posted 
pictures of Peterson’s four year old 
son with many visible bruises all 
across his body. It is alleged by the 
prosecution that Peterson’s son got 
these bruises from Peterson beating 
him with a tree branch. Peterson 
claims that that he only meant to 
discipline his son not beat him. The 
prosecution believes that Peterson 
took his “discipline” to far. He 
was originally only suspended for 
one game but on September 17 the 
NFL placed him under indefinite 
suspension which requires him to 
stay away from all team activities 
indefinitely. The Vikings recently 
said in a statement that they ‘do not 
foresee’ Adrian Peterson on the team 
‘in the future’ so regardless of the 
outcome of all of this it is beginning 
to look like Adrian Peterson’s time 
with the Vikings is coming to an 
end. That is, if he is not put in jail. 
Nobody is certain what the future 
holds for these three men but despite 
the P.R. nightmare the NFL has 
been going through it has had very 
little effect on its popularity. NFL 
television ratings continue to be the 
top draw on TV week in and week 
out.

Derek Jeter: A 
Class Act
By Ryan Morgan
Derek Jeter has always been known 
as a great player. Also, if you didn’t 
know, this is his last year in the 
MLB. He’s had his own farewell 
tour going on at every stadium he 
has visited. Even the Yankee-haters 
have been embracing him because 
of how gracious a guy he is. In the 
last week, he had his final game at 
Yankee Stadium and man, did he go 
out with a bang. He hit a walk-off 
single to win the game and he got 
a standing ovation, for who knows 
how long by the Yankee fans. Jeter 
is a very quiet guy, but got very 
emotional last night. Finally, he 
thanked the fans and told them the 
he will not be playing shortstop in 
the final games at Boston, because 
he wanted to have the memory 
having playing shortstop at Yankee 
Stadium.

Name: Ben Blanchard 
Favorite Class:Anatomy with Mr. O 
Current Sport: Cross Country 
Career Highlights: Beating 
Middleton in hockey my junior 
year 
I love CC because: The boys 
Season goal: Go to State 
Other sports: Hockey, Track and 
Field 
I love being a Spartan because: 
Memorial is full of super cool 
people 
Most memorable moment in sports: 
Winning the 2010 WAHA PeeWee 
1C State Hockey Title in Triple 
Overtime 
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: Breaking Cory Dennis’ 
wrist at Captain’s Ice junior year 
Everyone on the team knows me as 
the guy who… Can’t drink milk 
Pregame music playlist: The 
Jackson 5 
Pregame fuel: Wheaties and 
pretzels 
Most inspirational teammate: Joe 
Hoffman and 50 Cal 
Favorite Athlete: Chris Solinsky 
Favorite Opponent: Olin Hacker 
I wish I could compete against: 
Siena Casanova
Favorite Movie: Space Jam 
Favorite TV show: Gossip Girl 
I describe myself as: Not lactose-
intolerant 
I look up to: Casey Hopp 
I can’t live without: Soymilk 
I wish I could meet: Michelle 
Obama 
During the Olympics I watched: 
Judo and table tennis 
Did you know… Dominic Gentile 
cannot rap to save his soul 
Post High School plans: Go to 
college 
On the bucket list: Skydiving 
Spartan cards sold: 11 on Blitz Night 
2014 (unofficial school record)
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Horoscopes
By Joanna Pauline Martinez

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)  Need a job Libra? This 
month, you’ll have no problem getting your charming self 
employed! Volunteer opportunities will also present themselves 
to you at this time, make the most out this good luck, your 
transcript will thank you!

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)  It may feel like the tests and essays 
may never end, but your worries will be eased soon enough! 
Stroll through the woods and watch the changing leaves fall, this 
will help alleviate any stress!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Dedicate a day to yourself 
Sagittarius! Call some friends and plan a hangout, play outside, 
watch some movies and relax! You deserve a day to breathe and 
rest!

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Capricorn! The month of October 
will greet you with positive events! Your energy will be high, so 
don’t hesitate to take advantage of the many social events you’re 
bound to be invited to this month!

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)  School can feel sluggish at times 
Aquarius, this month will be no-exception, take time to focus on 
yourself and your schoolwork! This period will end soon enough, 
you’ll be able to breathe a sigh of relief, as well as have amazing 
grades!

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Halloween will be good to you Pisces! 
No matter how silly or scary you and your friends look, you’re 
bound to have a great time! You’ll end October in a carefree 
manner!

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) You’ll be able to tackle the huge 
amount of paperwork thrown your way this month Aries, if 
you’re involved in any group projects, your leadership will 
ensure that everything goes smoothly! 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) in the leaves Taurus! Autumn is in 
full swing and your sign will experience many playful moments 
this month! Make the most out of it!

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) October will be an extremely 
productive month for you Gemini, any outstanding or overdue 
homework assignments will be a thing of the past as staying on 
track will be no issue!

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) October is the perfect time to show 
off your outstanding school spirit! Hit up some football games, 
as well as any of the other fall sports! You’ll have a great time!

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) That dream destination that’s been 
clouding your mind may materialize itself soon! Opportunities to 
fulfill this daydream will appear to you many times this month, 
take a chance and take it!

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Take a break during the weekends and 
hit the pumpkin patches and corn mazes, you may run into many 
familiar faces, as well as make friends with some new ones!

October 2014

Best & Worst 
Movies of the 
Summer 
as Rated by Dane Peplinski
BEST
1. Guardians of the Galaxy: 10 out of 
10 stars
2. Sin City: A Dame to Kill For: 9.8 
out of 10 stars
3. Maleficient: 9.7 out of 10 stars
4. The Amazing Spider-Man 2: 9.6 
out of 10 stars
5. X Men Days of Future Past: 9.4 
out of 10 stars
6. Transformers Age of Extinction: 9 
out of 10 stars
7. The Giver: 8.7 out of 10 stars
8. The Fault in our Stars: 8.6 out of 
10 stars
9. Godzilla: 8.6 out of 10 stars
10. Get on Up: 8.6 out of 10 stars
11. Neighbors: 8.3 out of 10 stars
12. 22 Jump Street: 8 out of 10 stars
13. The Purge: Anarchy: 7.4 out of 
10 stars
14. Hercules: 7 out of 10 stars
WORST
15. Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: 6 
out of 10 stars
16. A Million Ways to Die in the 
West: 5.2 out of 10 stars
17. Blended: 4.8 out of 10 stars
18. The Expendables 3: 4.2 out of 10 
stars 
19. Sex Tape: 3 out of 10 stars
20. Earth to Echo: 1 out of 10 stars

U2—Rattle and 
Spam—The 
Unexpected Gift 
By Ali Butler-Cordova
If you happen to be an Apple user, 
on September 9th, you might have 
noticed an addition to your music 
library. U2 released their latest 
album, Songs of Innocence, for free 
on iTunes. 
U2 is an internationally famous 
rock group, and have been making 
waves since the mid-1980s. So one 
has to wonder what the motive was 
behind releasing an album for free to 
millions of Apple users. This release 
was the result of an Apple and U2 
partnership, in which U2 was paid 
$100 million. Maybe this was set 
up to be a brilliant plan, beneficial 
for both U2 and Apple, reminiscent 
of Samsung’s 2013 partnership 
with Jay-Z, and some would call it 
a failure on both their behalfs, but 
not that’s not quite the case. People 
usually take advantage of and enjoy 
anything free, but for many reasons, 
a great deal of people are genuinely 
angry over this album showing up 
in their music library. According to 
The Huffington Post, less than 7% 
of some 500 million users of iTunes 
accounts have even given this album 
a listen. Some recipients voiced 
anger relating to storage issues, 
questioning how if they don’t have 
enough storage to snap any new 
photos or download any apps, but 
somehow there was enough storage 
for a whole album to download onto 
their cell phone. Others expressed 
anger for the album simply being 
present on their device. So while 
it is easy to see that people usually 
go mad for free things, that does 
not blind them from their desire for 
choice. Perhaps this album wouldn’t 
have gained this much negative 
attention if users had the option to 
download U2’s new album onto their 
Apple device, rather than Songs of 
Innocence automatically appearing 
in their library. Everyone wants the 
ability to make the choice, and for 
a lot of people the issue might have 
been having this album “forced” 
upon them. 

However, this move by Apple 
and U2 could also be considered a 
shrewd and successful marketing 
move and publicity stunt. U2 may 
be receiving unfavorable attention, 
but it is still attention, and Apple 
users are still talking. The billionaire 
musicians have reached out to a 
demographic that wasn’t even alive 
when the rock group stepped out 
onto the music scene more than 
two decades ago. Everyone now 
knows that U2’s newest album’s 
name and can probably hum or sing 
the chorus of Songs of Innocence’s 
primary track, “The Miracle (of 
Joey Ramone),” due to Apple’s 
commercial starring the Irish band, 
promoting the deal. Apple may be 
criticized for slacking on their usual 
talent for knowing what consumers 
want, what’s new, modern, and 
stylish, but in light of the release 
of the new iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 
Plus, it is doubtful that the criticism 
for this deal is still present, when 
there is a new phone model and 
software to critique. U2 may also 
be publicly condemned by fans for 
“selling out,” or being called pathetic 
for needing to hand out the album 
because nobody wants to buy it by 
users angry over the addition to 
their library, or even some claiming 
this devalued music, reducing to it 

as something as trivial as a bug fix 
on an app, spam, or Apple’s iOS 
updates, but the truth of the fact 
is that U2 managed a simple feat: 
getting the word out. However, 
with their international acclaim, 
one has to inquire if this was even 
necessary. As famous as they are, the 
album might have been much more 
successful without the deal, but then 
there are other motives to consider. 
Could Apple, realizing the dramatic 
decline in physical CD sales, wanted 
to switch up the market? It’s a 
possibility. 

The free release of Songs of 
Innocence, U2’s thirteenth studio 
album might have been an effective 
publicity stunt, but did no favors 
to the album itself. It has been 
reviewed harshly; twitter users 
claim they despise it, using choice 
words, or emphatically assert that 
they won’t even listen to it. This 
deal automatically gave people the 
impression that Songs of Innocence 
was a terrible album full of terrible 
songs. Here’s the truth: it is not 
a bad album. U2’s latest music is 
not deserving of how brutally it 
has been appraised. U2 may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea, especially 
after this stunt, but it is consistent 
with their signature rock sound that 
has lead them to reach worldwide 
stardom. Their lead track, “The 
Miracle (of Joey Ramone)” is a 
catchy and upbeat rock tune that 
could have done really well without 
the attention from the album’s free 
release. “Every Breaking Wave” is 
a lovely, mellower song and “Song 
for Someone” follows that same 
vibe. “California (There Is No End 
to Love)” is a somewhat anthem-y, 
more sanguine song, with a chant 
repeating “Santa Barbara” for the 
first bit, and I’m still trying to figure 
out if I really love the chant or if I’m 
profoundly irked with it. 

I think what could be said 
simply, is that if you’re a fan of U2, 
as I am, the chances are good that 
you’ll enjoy Songs of Innocence, 

and I encourage you to focus on the 
album itself rather than the attention 
the Apple-U2 deal has received. 
If you’re interested in getting in 
on what’s happening, Songs of 
Innocence will be available until 
October 13 for free. 



Grand Theft Auto 5: A 
Look Back

By Peter Rehani
 Since its release just over a year ago, 
Grand Theft Auto 5, otherwise known as GTA 
5, has taken the world by storm. Whether it be 
the improved graphics over the last version of 
the game, or the overall depth of the missions 
and characters, GTA 5 has proven to be one of 
Rockstar’s biggest hits ever. In addition to being 
a great single player game, the multiplayer is 
incredibly diverse. It offers options to create 
your own character and roam the world of Los 
Santos with your friends as you go through all of 
tasks that multiplayer brings to the table. Another 
great aspect of the online portion is the DLC, 
otherwise known as downloadable content. With 
nearly every other game, DLC often comes as a 
separate package known as a season pass, to the 
tune of anywhere from $20-$50, depending on 
the game. GTA 5 changes all of that by releasing 
free DLC every few weeks that come with the 
updates. These DLC packs are often themed 
around a specific holiday or idea, ranging from 
‘Beach Bum’, an extras pack that added a new 
dune buggy and other beach themed apparel, to 
the latest one, ‘San Andreas Flight School’, which 
incorporated a variety of new flying challenges, 
along with an assortment of new planes for 
purchase (or theft, if you are so inclined).To 
make the online experience even better, Rockstar 
monitors their lobbies for detrimental players, and 
even puts repeat offenders into special lobbies 
that only contain the not-so-friendly players for 
months at a time. All in all, Grand Theft Auto is 
an excellent game for anyone who is still enjoying 
the last generation consoles (Xbox 360 and PS3). 
The versions for the Xbox One and PlayStation 
4 are set for release in mid-November, but for all 
of you PC gamers, GTA 5 won’t be arriving until 
January of 2015. If you haven’t tried this game yet 
and you’re a fan of open world games, you should 
definitely consider picking it up, since Rockstar 
is constantly adding tons of new content and it’s a 
great game to play with friends.

SAVE the DATE 
JMM TRIVIA NIGHT

January 24, 2015 
6:00 pm

Student teams are encouraged!

The Situation in the 
Middle East

By Amol Rajesh
The Islamic State in 
Syria and Iraq (ISIS) 
have made international 
headlines for months 
now.  The brutality of 
this terrorist group has 
sparked global outrage, 
even having groups such 
as al-Qaeda deeming 
them to be too brutal in their political examples 
and statements. 
What is ISIS?  
ISIS is a Sunni Muslim terrorist group led by 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi with plans to take over the 
entire Middle East to form a modern day Islamic 
caliphate (empire). Starting in Syria, as an affiliate 
of al-Qaeda (terrorist group responsible for 9/11), 
the group has been aggressively fighting against 
western-funded rebels, the Syrian government, 
and most recently, the Iraqi government. Despite 
being a terrorist group, ISIS, in many ways, 
behaves like a country: it occupies large swaths of 
land from Syria to Iraq and it taxes and governs 
its people by laws. Sharia, or strict Islamic law, 
is the law that the subjects of ISIS have to adhere 
to. However, just because ISIS acts like a country, 
does not mean it should be treated as one: known 
for its violent tactics, that range from beheadings, 
crucifixions and torture of enemies and civilians, 
the organization has proved to be far out of the 
typical definition of a state recognized by any 
international organization.
Why is ISIS bad?
ISIS is causing immense instability in Iraq 
and Syria through their disruption of the local 
populations and government. The U.S is extremely 
upset because ISIS is destroying Iraqi institutions 
that took years to implement with American 
cooperation. The idea of a unified Iraqi army and 
government is severely diminished. ISIS claims 
and occupies land well within Iraqi borders. This 
is extremely troublesome for a country that is 
rebuilding and can be easily divided by sectarian 
conflict.  Additionally, ISIS commits genocidal 
activities towards the population it governs. ISIS 
routinely carries out mass executions of civilians 
and enemy soldiers alike. Their visions include 
eliminating their territories of non-Sunni Muslims. 
How is ISIS so effective in fighting?
Saddam Hussein was a former dictator of Iraq. 
Under his rule the Iraqi military was influential 
and belligerent. After America deposed Saddam 

Hussein and top leaders of his government, a new 
law was passed saying that those who were in 
the military under Saddam Hussein’s rule were 
ineligible to join the new Iraqi government’s 
military. Some experts believe that many of 
Saddam Hussein’s Sunni Muslim military veterans 
joined ISIS to take revenge against the Shiite-
Muslim led Iraqi government. ISIS only remains 
powerful because it has local support from the 
communities it rules. For the past few years, the 
Iraqi government only focused on the country’s 
Shiite-Muslim majority and completely neglected 
the Kurdish and Sunni-Muslim minorities. 
The actions of the Iraqi government have 
angered many Sunni communities, who are now 
sympathizing with ISIS.
 ISIS has experienced fighters, who helped them 
win early victories against the Iraqi military. 
After capturing military bases, ISIS was able to 
loot the bases of money and heavy weaponry. 
Furthermore, ISIS illegally sells oil from captured 
refineries to the black market in order to raise 
money for even more weapons. 
What is the World doing to combat ISIS?
America is deploying airstrikes in Syria and Iraq 
well as advising the Iraqi military to strategically 
destroy the group. European allies, such as Britain 
and France are also deploying airstrikes and aiding 
Iraq with humanitarian supplies.
 President Obama also announced a coalition 
against ISIS with Arab countries that include 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Egypt, 
Jordan and Bahrain. Interestingly enough, U.S 
enemies Iran and Syria also despise ISIS. This 
is because these countries’ governments are 
dominated by Shiite-Muslims and oppose the 
Sunni-Muslim ISIS. This could complicate the 
coalition because Sunni-Muslim U.S. allies would 
be reluctant to destroy a group that is also enemies 
of Shiite-Muslim countries. On the other hand, 
it could strengthen the coalition because more 
countries would be contributing to the fall of ISIS. 
Many countries in the coalition are reluctant to 
put ground forces in Iraq and Syria because they 
fear that ISIS will be able to elevate the conflict 
to a bloody guerrilla war. Destroying ISIS will 
be a difficult and messy procedure that tests the 
patience and 
cooperation of 
global forces. 
Sources:
The Economist
New York Times
CNN

The Nerd Word: How Will We Get to Mars? 
Part 2
By Ryan Das

 The Earth has been described as a lifeboat, or spaceship, traveling 
through space and carrying its passengers: humans and all of the other life 
on Earth. On a real lifeboat, the resources are limited and sooner or later, the 
passengers must find land or rescue. Similarly, resources and space on Earth 
have limits. The Earth is rapidly running out of accessible helium, copper, 
and phosphorus among other resources. Humans cannot continue to reside on 
Earth forever, meaning that we must go somewhere 0else. Where? Mars. Of 
all of the bodies in the solar system, Mars in the most similar to Earth, and 
we know the most about it. Mars has an atmosphere, a day length extremely 
close to that of Earth, similar levels of gravity, and survivable levels of 
radiation on the surface. 
 So if Mars is the best choice for mankind’s next place to set up camp, 
how are we going to do it? As discussed in last month’s issue, Government-
funded exploration missions run into problems with funding and politics. 
A possible solution to these problems is privately funded missions. On the 
website for Space Exploration Technologies Corporation (SpaceX), they 
state their goals as “revolutionizing space technology, with the ultimate goal 
of enabling people to live on other planets.” And while many companies 
have made similar plans to land on Mars or start a Martian colony, SpaceX 
seems to have the most plausible plan yet.
  Elon Musk, co-founder of PayPal, founded Spa0ceX in 2002 with 
the goal of reviving space exploration which has been stagnant since the 
‘70s. He toyed with different ideas for how to increase access to space. His 
initial plan was to send a small greenhouse to Mars and grow vegetables 
to prove that Mars can support life. Eventually he expanded his plan to 
designing new launch vehicles. SpaceX’s first rocket, the Falcon 1, had many 
issues and failed three times before the first successful flight in 2008. The 
Falcon 9 rocket has been much more successful. But SpaceX plans to expand 
from satellite launches to launching humans into space. They have recently 
advanced in the NASA commercial crew contract to send astronauts to the 
International Space Station (ISS). From what they learn from sending small 
crews (4-7) into space, they plan to eventually achieve a long term goal of 
colonizing Mars. The rocket they plan to use is massive.
 The largest issue with the government funded missions is that they 
are very cost ineffective. In the very successful Apollo Program, NASA sent 
10 astronauts to the moon for about $24 billion over the program’s course. 
Therefore, it cost $2 billion to send each astronaut to the moon. The reason 

for the shockingly high price is because NASA had to develop so many new 
technologies. And because they only did a few missions once the system 
was figured out, they couldn’t take advantage of the infrastructure in place. 
Once NASA had built the specialized machinery and methods to build the 
moon rockets, Congress cut their funding. If the Apollo program were to be 
extended, each mission would cost less to NASA. This high volume model is 
the strategy that SpaceX wants to adopt for Mars.
 Colonizing Mars implies more than just sending a mission, planting 
a flag, playing with some rocks, and then packing up and leaving. They plan 
to send thousands of people to Mars in hundreds of missions. Their rocket, 
unofficially called the Mars Colonial Transport (MCT), will be 10 meters 
across, and produce a total of 13 million pounds of thrust, enough to lift 
116 M1 Abrams tanks, or 10 fully loaded A380s. It will carry 100 people, 
and 100 metric tons of cargo to the surface of Mars. Their rocket will be 
absolutely massive, and fully reusable. They hope to dramatically increase 

the volume of flights, 
and eventually use the 
economies of scale 
to lower the cost per 
person to Mars to 
$500,000.
 While SpaceX’s 
plans seem very 
optimistic, they have 
accomplished much 
more than anyone 
has expected. In 
2002, most people 
thought Elon Musk’s 
dreams were insane 
and unattainable. But 
SpaceX has presented 
a colonization model 
that might just work.7



 As the application submittal deadline for college continues 
to loom over our heads, it is easy to imagine the stress and anxiety 
increasing multifold. As a result, many unwelcome thoughts will 
probably start forming in our minds, causing much of the college process 
to become a lot worse than it had already seemed beforehand. Thoughts 
like: why do I have to wait till May to find out whether I get accepted 
into my dream school or not? If I get rejected, not only will everyone 
know about it, but all that hard work I put in will go to waste. Or, I wish 
there was some way to submit my application early so I can move on 
and focus on other things besides college applications all the time… are 
probably dotting the minds of many seniors as we speak. Luckily, there 
are solutions to alleviate every single one of these problems. What are 
they? Well, let’s just say that they all have to do with the different types 
of admission that each university offers.
 First things first, there are four different types of admission 
choices offered in the United States: Early Decision, Early Action, 
Regular Decision, and Rolling Admission. Granted, not all colleges will 
include all four (i.e. Rolling Admission), however it is still worth noting 
all of the types down in case a college on your list happens to offer most 
of them. 
 Early Decision
 What is it: Early Decision is an option offered to prospective 
students who are one hundred percent sure that the college they are 
applying to is their first choice. The application deadlines usually fall 
in November, and the acceptances (and rejections, unfortunately) come 
out end of December. Depending on the school, there might be one 
or more ED deadlines. However, they would all fall long before the 
due date of the Regular Decision application. If a senior is sending in 
additional substances in their application (i.e. an art supplement), then 
there is a separate deadline for that is well before the deadline for the ED 
application. 
 Pros: 

1) Higher chance of acceptance (maybe): For example, according 
to the Class of 2018 statistics for Ivy League colleges (theivycoach.com), 
4,692 students applied to Harvard Early Decision. Out of that number, 
992 students got accepted, making the overall admissions rate 21.1%. 
Out of the 29,603 people who applied to Harvard Regular Decision, a 
mere 1,031 students got accepted, making the overall admissions rate 
3.5%. While it is true that there is a huge gap between the numbers 
of students who applied for different deadlines, technically those 
who applied to Harvard early had a higher chance of getting accepted 
compared to those who applied at a regular time. This is due to the fact 
that many of the quotas colleges placed for admittance were already 
partly filled by the time that most of the students were ready to apply. 
However, while being one of the first people to have their application 
under the nose of an admissions officer certainly has its advantages, there 
is also a strong disadvantage that coincides to applying ED as well (see 
Cons for more info).

 2) Earlier notification time: As mentioned before above, Early 
Decision applicants usually find out whether or not they get accepted 
around the end of December. While rejection can certainly dampen the 
celebratory mood of the holiday season, it also gives you time to apply to 
any other schools (i.e. match or safety schools) that you wouldn’t mind 
going to. However, if you do end up getting accepted to your number one 
choice college, not only does that call for a celebration, but now you have 
dibs on choosing classes, housing arrangements, and other collegiate 
things as well.

3) Less stress: This is probably the largest benefit of them all. If 
you are someone who detests the whole college application process and 
everything it stands for, it is probably a smart idea to try and get it over 
with as soon as possible (or at least have one less application to do in the 
future). Early deadline, early notification, it’s as quick, simple, and easy 
as it sounds. Less stress, and more time to focus on the more fun aspects 
of senior year are definitely a sound reason to apply Early Decision.

Cons: 

1)  Stronger applicant pool: While it is true that there is a higher 
rate of acceptance for those who choose to apply early, there is also a 
stronger applicant pool to deal with as well. That means that essentially, 
in some ways, there might not be that much of a difference between 
applying ED or RD whatsoever. However, overall, there is still a lot less 
competition to deal with numbers-wise and a first-come-first-serve basis 
in filling the quotas set by each college department. 

2) Obligation to attend if accepted: If accepted to the college that 
you applied to during Early Decision, there is an obligation to attend. 
That is why it is important to be sure that the college that you apply to is 
for sure your first choice. 
 Early Action
 What is it: Early Action is very similar to Early Decision. 
However, Restrictive Early Action is different in the sense that it restricts 
students to only applying to one school early. The deadlines continue to 
fall in November, and notification date still remains in December. Similar 
to Early Decision, some schools also have a second admission deadline 
and attendance is mandatory if accepted. 
 Pros & Cons similar to Early Decision. 
 Regular Decision 
 What is it: This is the normal time when most seniors apply to 
college. The application deadlines can fall anywhere between November 
and March, however most are either in January of February. Notifications 
for acceptance or rejection start in March and can carry out through end 
of April. 
 Pros: 
 1) Ample time to perfect your application: Unlike the pressure to 
have the perfect application completed by November for Early Decision, 
Regular Decision ensures that applicants have extra time, (and their 
grades from first semester of senior year) to put into their application. 
This in turn can help seniors who don’t feel like their grades or 
extracurricular activities are up to par, or those who just need some extra 
time and to put their best foot forward in the college application process. 
 Cons: 
 1) Higher chance of rejection: Unfortunately, since many other 
high school seniors apply Regular Decision to their colleges as well, 
there is a higher chance of being rejected from your dream school. As 
stated before with Harvard, out of the 29, 603 students who applied to 
the prestigious university, only 1, 031 students got accepted. That meant 
that over 25,000 students got rejected from their dream school. Numbers-
wise, there is a lot of competition between students and most of the time, 
a large amount of the spots in the quotas filled. Many reach schools also 
accept a lot of their students Early Decision and less during Regular 
Decision in order to maintain their high selective rates. 
 Rolling Admission 
 What is it: Schools that offer Rolling Admission examine each 
application individually rather than accept or reject a large number at 
once. 
 Pros: 
 1)  Early notification: Rolling admission often gives notifications 
earlier than other deadlines. This is because they judge applications on an 
individual basis rather than in a competitive group. 
 2) More time to plan for collegiate related activities: Early 
notification means that there is more time to either apply to colleges or 
plan for financial aid or other related activities such as dorm shopping, 
class selection, etc. 
 Cons: 
 1) Not enough space: Usually Rolling Admission is great for 
late admission, but usually since there are a limited number of spots per 
college, those spots will probably fill up fast as well. 
 There you have it, the four main types of admissions that every 
senior should know. Whether you’re in it you get it over with as soon as 
possible, or in it to maximize your chance of acceptance, now you can 
find the best way that works for you. 
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Girls Tennis 
by Ameya Sanyal

 While the short season and no-cut team 
make the sport seem like an absolute no-brainer 
to join, Girls Tennis usually pales with Girls 
Cross Country in terms of members. In a turn 
around this year, however, over fifty rising 
athletes picked tennis as their fall sport. 

Beginning in early August with 
practices in the morning to the current after-
school time, the Girls Tennis team has come a 
long way. Girls were divided into four teams 
– Varsity, JVA, JV White and JV Green – to 
better maximize court space. Varsity and JVA 
continued practice at Memorial while JV White 
and JV Green practiced at the nearby tennis 
center Rennebohm Park. 

Players were then singled off into 
singles or doubles.  Throughout the season, 
coaches helped players improve on both general 
game play and specific shots or serves. Matches 
provided an opportunity to put those skills 
to the test and receive constructive feedback. 

The combination of practices, 
matches and feedback from coaches 
certainly helped to make many 
players feel as if their skill set had 
been increased. 

Through multiple potlucks 
and a team sleepover, the team 
definitely bonded. “Sisters” were 
assigned at the beginning of the year 
to help promote the team feeling.  
The small little gifts and endless 
cheering from a sister helped in 
making general camaraderie for the 
team. 

Overall, the tennis team’s 
size increase has not affected the 
spirit. As girls prepare for the end 
of the season conferences, they take 
away various new techniques for 
bettering their play. They contribute support 
to their peers and revel in the feeling of being 
a team. Although the results of conference are 
unpredictable, these accomplishments alone are 
something to be proud of. 


