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7 & Eleven! Oh, Thank Heaven!
By Nathan Wang
JMM Forensics: A Legacy of Dahmenation
On March 29th, the Memorial Forensics team took
home its 7th consecutive state championship and
11th overall. The new state champions we have are:
Alekh Kale in Extemporaneous, Abby DuRussel
in Farrago, and Caitlin Christy and Colin Pitman
in Playacting. Their pictures will go up on the
legendary wall in Theater 300, where the pictures
of past state champions and state trophies hang.
Although the team has placed 1st at every single
tournament this year, the last two weeks before
State were filled many feelings of stress and
anxiety, and as equally many coaching times,
often making it seem like we lived in Hardin’s
room. This hard work paid off and culminated in
a day that was filled with screaming for our new
state champs, crying for the leaving seniors, and
twerking on the bus ride home, cause hey, turn
down for what? This incredible team has pulled
off a seemingly impossible feat and deserves to
be recognized for its talents, so if you see anyone
from Forensics, make sure to let them know how
awesome they are. Also if you’re interested in
Forensics, make sure to join next year and check
out these awesome people that you can always
hear laughing and oddly talking to themselves
as they hang out together in Hardin’s room
afterschool.

Day of Silence

By Max Greenleaf
You may notice an unusual quietness around the
community on April 11th this year. Why? This year
April 11th is the National Day of Silence. Since
1996 the Day of Silence has been and continues to
be a day of action for the gay, lesbian, and straight
education network (GLSEN) to protest bullying
and harassment of lesbian gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT+) students and their allies.
The silence represents how many of the LGBT+
students and allies voices have been silenced by
many members of their communities. The Day
of Silence is not only a day of action but also a
day of awareness. Awareness of LGBT+ students
has grown an outstanding amount in the past few
years and we can continue to raise that awareness
by supporting events like the Day of Silence.
Anyone and everyone is welcome in
Memorial is welcome to take part in the Day
of Silence. Whether or not you’re participating
you can show your support by wearing the color
purple and especially if you are participating we
encourage you to wear purple and get a card and
ribbon so that people are aware of the cause you
are supporting. Members of the GSA will be in the
A wing, B wing and in the commons handing out
these cards and ribbons.

Humans of JMM

Based on the hit Facebook page named
Humans of New York, Humans of James Madison
Memorial High School is a project started by two
students to develop a stronger connection between
Spartans. Choosing random students as subjects,
pictures are taken all around the school. There are
around 2000 students and staff at JMM, but how
many can you honestly say you know? By giving
people an opportunity to learn a little more about
the faces seen around in the hallways, Humans of
JMM brings the school closer together. The aim
of this project is to take hundreds of pictures to
showcase the diversity of Dahmenation. If you
or someone you know would like to be featured
on the page, please message the Humans of
James Madison Memorial High School page on
Facebook!

Download the Day of Silence Selfie Sign, print it
out, and fill it in! Snap a photo and share!
Facebook: Share your photo on the wall of the
Day of Silence facebook page! Tumblr: Share
your selfie on tumblr and tag it Day of Silence!
Twitter: Share your photo using #DayOfSilence
hashtag.And of course, you can always submit
your photo using e-mail to info@dayofsilence.org
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A Note From the Editor
By Monika Ford

Selfies
for Silence
Join the movement, share your selfie! We want
to know: what are you doing to end the silence
around anti-LGBT bullying and harassment?

Forensics photo--From left to right:
Row one: Angela Yu, Natalie Riopelle, Alisha Vavilakolanu, Austin Oaks, Olivia Ravenscroft, Jessie Hershberger,
Jeremy Gartland, Mason Rather, Catherine Bartzen; Row
2: Christina Alvarez, Cassidy Nelson, Sadhana Pittala,
Jane Zhang, Kennedy Allison, Rasika Ramanathan, Katie
Hettenbach, Samantha Burden, Heather Slawny; Row
3: Brian Luo, Kaitlyn Hamers, Shivani Kumar, Nathan
Wang, Changning Shou, Leon Pan, Jessica Liu, Kata
Hahn, Erica Reiners, Finn Voichick, Renee Kar-Johnson;
Row 4: Caitlin Christy, Colin Pitman, Sam Cibula, Anna
Freudenberg, Colin Kohrs, Joel Faliski, Sanjana Kumar,
Ameya Sanyal, Jack Votava, Danielle Slawny, Hannah
Kwiatkowski; Row 5: Caroline Zhou, Mara Blumenstein,
Tahseen Lubaba, Shane Supple, Aileen Zhai, Diana Li,
Alekh Kale, Peter Yang, Luke Gangler, Jacob Gonring

SNOW NO MO’

By Claire McCarthy
After a long, brutally cold winter, we are in high
hopes that spring
is just around the
corner. This season
alone there were over
40 days below zero
in Wisconsin. On
top of that, we had an
accumulation of over 70 inches of snow fall. This
has been the coldest winter in Wisconsin in 30
years. The coldest winter was in 1976/1977 with
48 days below zero. The second and third coldest
are tied with 45 days below zero which took place
in 1958/1959 and 1962-1963. Although this
winter has been a drag, spring break is down the
road and hopefully a warm, sunny spring will be
on its way.

April is here and it sure is one busy
month. Flipping through this paper,
you can immediately see it is jampacked with student activities and
spring sports beginning. With AP
tests and the end of the year coming
up, it’s important to maintain focus
and finish the year strong. The
weather has slowly improved and
hopefully we can roll out the summer
wardrobe and sandals! Go out and
support your Spartans this spring
and congratulations to the Forensics
team on winning State! Prom is
also coming up along with PostProm which will be held at Vitense
Golfland this year! Look out for all
the exciting events coming up this
spring and don’t forget to have a
great time. As a senior, this is my last
chance to make some fun memories
of high school, so I suggest we all
try to finish the year with success,
whatever that may be for each of us
individually!

The
Dreaded Red Late Pass
Why late passes are a bad idea for Memorial

Slackline Club

By Joe Venuta
The Memorial community is home to many talented
hobbyists and nothing reflects this diversity better
than the plethora of clubs present at JMM. I sat down
with avid slackliner and founder of JMM Slackline
Club Ben Karl Schlenker to learn a little more
about Memorial’s newest extracurricular addition.
Ben kindly offered to answer a few question about
Slackline Club and slacklining in general.
Q: What is slacklining?
Ben: Slacklining is the art form of balancing and
tricking on a tight rope but it’s not really a tight rope.
Q: What is the purpose of slacklining?
Ben: The point of slacklining to to get sweet new tricks and make new
friends.
Q: Why are you starting a club here at Memorial?
Ben: I’m starting this club because I think it’s a good skill for people to have.
I want the word to get out about the sweet new thing around town. I also
want to showcase my talent to the community.
Q: Who should join Slackline Club?
Ben: I want the club to be inclusive; meaning anyone who has the gusto
should give it a shot! Also, Ms. Fitz would be an excellent addition if I do
say so myself.
Q: When is Slackline club?
Ben: Slackline club is on Wednesdays after school. It has to be nice out
though. That’ll be when it is.
Q: What will you do during a typical Slackline Club meeting?
Ben: During Slackline Club, you will slackline and make new friends.
Q: What are some goals you have for the club?
Ben: My goals are to take us to international competitions and win.
Q: What are some personal goals you have for slacklining?
Ben: My personal goal is to get 900 degrees of rotation without getting
pitted.
Q: What are some personal goals you have unrelated to slacklining?
Ben: My personal goals unrelated to slacklining span from being the best
person I can be to going to college. I think college is important and also
being a good person is also important.
So there you have it folks; from making new friends to potentially competing
internationally, Slackline Club has something for everyone. See you next
Wednesday!

A Trip of a Lifetime

By Caryn Mueller
On March 13th of this year
four girls from the Madison Memorial
Poms team packed their bags and took
of a journey of a lifetime to one of the
most famous and glamorous cities in
the world, Los Angeles. This once in
a lifetime opportunity started off for
the four girls in August of 2013. Every
year the Madison Memorial Poms
team goes to Badergette Summer camp
to prepare and qualify for one of the
biggest competitions in their season
the Midwest Championships. At this
summer camp, Badgerette offers a
chance for the dancers to audition for
two special trips. One of these trips is offered only to juniors and seniors;
this trip is called Dance Stars. This trip takes dancers to New York for a few
days so they can take classes at the famous Broadway Dance Center and
experience other New York specific activities. The other trip dancers can
audition for is the Hollywood Funk Stars trip. On this trip the dancers are
able to spend four days in Los Angeles, taking classes from famous hip hop
choreographers and visiting important tourist spots. At this audition only
some made the final cut for the Hollywood trip. Maddie Haut, Tiara Vance,
Caitlyn Neider, Natalie Hodgkiss and a few others from the Memorial Poms
team made the cut and decided to go on the trip.
The start of the trip to L.A. for the girls didn’t go as smoothly as
planned though. Before the four girls could reach their destination, they had
to wait for their long flight delay to pass. After waiting for a few hours, the
girls finally climbed aboard the plane and set off on their six hour flight. The
girls arrived too late in L.A. to fully take in the scenic views around them
so they went straight to their hotel and went to bed. The next morning the
girls woke up ready for their first day on the town. After enjoying a delicious
complimentary breakfast, the group of girls on the trip headed to Universal
Studios. The girls ran around the park for hours taking in the warm, summerlike weather. Once the girls got back to the hotel they spent the rest of the
day lounging by the pool, catching up on the months of deprived tanning
time. The next two days the girls got the chance to take dance classes
at iconic dance studios (such as the Edge Dance Center) from awesome
choreographers including Jersey and Ben Allen. By the end of the weekend
the girls had visited all the major hot spots in L.A. such as the Walk of Stars,
Chinese Theatre and the Celebrity Farmer’s market. Although disappointed
by the fact they did not get to see any famous celebrities, they still loved
every moment of the trip and did not want to leave. Maddie Haut says after
being asked about her experience, “I wouldn’t have changed going for
anything in the world”.

Opinion By Nathan Eckerle
Last year a dark cloud fell over Memorial High
School, and that dark cloud is the infamous red
late pass. For those of you who don’t know what
a late pass is or have never received one, it is quite
possibly the most inconvenient and pointless system
ever thought up by mankind. Just imagine you are
ten feet from your classroom, the bell rings and your
teacher shuts the door on you. You are now locked
out of your room and forced to make a perilous trek
through the whole school, before finally reaching
your neighborhood office. But the journey is not
done yet, many times during the approach to your
neighborhood office, you may see up to twenty five kids in a line outside the
office. You may think to yourself, “what are all these people doing here?”
But then it dawns upon you, these are the fellow poor souls who have had the
misfortune of being a few seconds late to class, and to put the cherry on top,
they are all in front of you in the line to receive a pass. Fifteen minutes later
if you have not lost yourself to the horrors, you may casually wander into
class, forever changed by system so pointless, it makes people question the
very meaning of life. The late pass system at Memorial is not a good idea
because it wastes the time of students and reduces learning. As a student
who struggles to make it to class on time and receives late passes on a daily
basis, I cannot tell you how many minutes of class I have missed as a result
of this completely ridiculous policy. The overall purpose of this tardy system
has never made sense to me and I don’t know why the school adopted it. All
I know, is something needs to change.

Cupcake Smackdown
Sum Up

By Maddy Hinze
Flurries of flour and showers of sugar
have once again led to big smiles and
even bigger stomachs. The battle this
year was strong but only one team
came out on top. Andrew Forslund
and Carly Canavan- Randall were our
victors this past Smackdown creating
an elegant “Under the Sea” cupcake.
These two cunning confectioners beat
out some of the best competition we
have seen yet, to bring the hungry hoards of customers some joy on their
otherwise dull day.
Carly and Andrew, both juniors, worked extremely hard and obviously well together seeing their end product. Their wonderful creations sold
out during first lunch, immediately showing their popularity
Their elegant and fun cupcake was a wonderful chocolate cake, precisely frosted with spectacular shades of green and blue. Seeing the clamshell on top, you would assume it’s fondant like many of the other cupcakes,
right? Wrong! The best part of this cupcake was the unexpected fact that the
clamshell was
not made of
fondant, but of
white chocolate.
This simple idea
lead to an incredibly looking
and fabulously
tasting cupcake that truly
deserved first
prize!

Something to Think About

By Zoe Sprout
As the school year comes down to its final months the reality that
being a Spartan doesn’t last forever may begin to dawn on most seniors,
unless you plan to attend Michigan State of course. The common question of,
“What are your plans for next year?”, sticks in the heads of the students who
will be leaving JMM in June. For many, college is the plan, for others it may
be a gap year to travel or work. Whatever it may be the decision is definitely
a tough one. After completing the first three quarters of my senior year, I’ve
learned some things that would be helpful to know as an upperclassman…
Start early… If you plan ahead for your future the stress may not build
up as much. For college start filling out your applications for schools and
scholarships as soon as possible and shoot for early admission deadlines. If
you apply, you will find out sooner and the decision of where to go will not
feel as rushed.
Try not to give yourself too many college choices… Too many options may
be overwhelming. Make a list of your top colleges based on location, what
you want to study, or the size of the school. Try to find colleges that have
all the qualities you love and peruse those choices. Do not choose a college
based on other people’s influences.
Senior Year… Don’t wait until second semester senior year to meet college
or graduation requirements. Make the most of your last year of high school
because it goes by extremely fast. Don’t be super stressed about the little
things, try not to catch an extreme case of senioritis, and just have fun.
Think outside the box… If you really don’t think more school is for you
right away, find something you love and do instead. Travel the world or work
until you decide on your next step in life.
High School flies by. Everyone says it, and it’s true. Plan for your future, but
don’t forget to enjoy the present while it lasts. And never forget where you
come from. Dahmenation.
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Dreams Really Do Come True
By Drake Singleton

Seniors, Daurice Fountain
(Wide receiver) and Brandon
Toman (Quarterback) have been
Spartans all of their lives, it all
began in their youth days playing football for the local youth
Spartan football team. This was
when the young wide receiver
and quarterback first started kindling their relationship. This led
them to play together every year
since 4th grade until their senior
year, and to become one of the
greatest quarterback and wide
receiver duos to come through
Memorial High. At the end of
the season they never thought
that they would have the opportunity to play on another team
together since it was the last
year they would go to the same
school. But fate had intended
a different plan than what Brandon and Daurice believed. February 5, 2014
was a very special day for our fellow classmates. This day was signing day!
It was the day that they would announce which college they would attend
and play football for. They both committed to play football for the University
of Northern Iowa. Daurice was offered a full ride and Brandon was offered a
walk on spot at which he will be working to earn a scholarship as well. The
young duo will be able to live out their dream of playing college football
together. New relationships will be made throughout these next years but the
bond between a receiver and his quarterback can only grow stronger.
I interviewed Daurice Fountain and asked him a couple of questions.
Q) How does it feel to be able to play with Brandon in college?
A) It feels great we’ve been playing with each other for our whole lives, so
its pretty exciting to play our college years together as well.
Q) How does it feel to know that you will be competing at the collegiate
level?
A) It’s one of my dreams come true. It’s exciting because I’m one step closer
to my dream and I get to go to college without paying anything.
Q) What’s a couple of goals you have for this upcoming season?
A) A couple of goals I have are to start and actually have a huge impact on
this program, I was their #1 overall recruit so I hopefully can come in and
become a huge factor for the team, win a championship and maybe even earn
top freshman of the year for the conference.
Q) How long has playing football been a college dream for you?
A) It became a dream in the 6th grade when I really started to see that I had
talent in this sport and ever since then I’ve just been working hard to fulfill
my dream!
As a former teammate and current friend of both Daurice and Brandon, I
wish the both of them the best of luck next year in college.

Crisis in Ukraine

By Amol Rajesh
I’m sure you have all heard about the Ukrainian crisis in news. It is often
portrayed as a complicated political mess that could lead to a global war.
In this article I will give a simplified explanation of events that lead up to a
crisis it is now.

Modern history of Ukraine
(and Crimea)
In 1922 Ukraine became a part
of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR or otherwise
known as the Soviet Union), a
collection of states united by
communism and whose capital
and head government was located
in Russia. In 1954 Soviet Leader
Nikita Khrushchev transferred
the Crimean peninsula of Russia
to Ukraine at the stroke of a pen. The giving of Crimea to Ukraine was a
symbolic gesture marking the anniversary of Ukraine becoming a part of the
Russian Empire. Ever since 1954, the Crimean peninsula has been a part of
Ukraine, even though the majority of its population is ethnic Russian. When
Ukraine declared its independence after the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991, the population of Ukraine has always been divided on whether they
should have good relations with Western Europe or Russia. More recently,
the population has been leaning towards better relations with Western
Europe, though internal pressures from pro-Russian Ukrainians and external
pressures from Russia have created a huge conflict in this region.
Here is a condensed timeline of major events affecting Ukraine.
February 2010
Viktor Yanukovych wins the election for President of Ukraine, but many
people suspected election rigging. Nevertheless he jails his rival and former
Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko.
November 2013
Although the European Union and Ukraine were very close to completing a
trade deal, Yanukovych puts the deal on pause and decides to cooperate with
Russia instead. Some political experts believed that Russia’s government
under Prime Minister Vladimir Putin heavily pressured and threatened
Ukraine’s government if they chose to continue with the European Union
trade deal.
December 2013
Many Ukrainians were upset by the sudden turn of events. 800,000
Ukrainians protest the change and demand that the Ukraine government
should change its mind about cooperating with Russia.
Vladimir Putin responds by giving Yanukovych a very tempting deal. He
gives a $15 Billion loan to Ukraine and reduces Ukrainian gas prices.
However the deal entails that Ukraine’s economy will become extremely
dependent on Russia.
January 2014
Protests continue to increase. The Ukrainian government passes anti-protest
laws and oppresses the protesters.
February 2014
88 people are dead as police snipers aim their sights on protesters. The
situation in Ukraine at this point is utter chaos.
Yanukovych has negotiations with opposition leaders and signs a
compromise deal.
Suddenly Yanukovych disappears and protesters overrun the presidential
palace. The Ukrainian parliament (similar to the Congress in America)
Satire by Ryan Das
votes to remove Yanukovych from power and call for new elections. In the
High School puts a lot of pressure on students to succeed, pressure
meanwhile, they appoint Arseniy Yatsenyuk to be the Prime Minister of
that can get to them. Bad grades contribute especially to the stress of high
Ukraine.
school. Madison Metropolitan School District administrators have made
Unidentified military forces overwhelm and overrun the Crimean peninsula
the decision to eliminate bad grades all together. Explaining the initiative,
and its capital in Sevastopol. The military forces almost certainly are Russian
a proud supporter of the change explained that “Bad grades discourage
units in unmarked uniforms.
students. They need a supportive environment that encourages them. Bad
Vladimir Putin defends his use of military force saying that he condemns
grades are extremely hurtful and detrimental to the learning environment.”
Ukraine’s “unconstitutional coup” and will put back the elected Yanukovych
Supporters of the controversial initiative hope that without bad grades
in power.
keeping them down, students will try harder and do better.
Yanukovych is discovered in Southern Russia at a news conference
The school district plans to implement the extreme change in steps.
In the first phase, effective immediately, all grades will get a plus after them. defending his legitimacy as Ukraine’s President.
March 2014
Rather than receiving an extremely disheartening “B” on an assignment, the
assignment will be graded as a friendlier “B+.” This first phase is a precursor Putin’s forces have completely encircled the Crimean peninsula.
Europe and America are shocked by the Russians use of force in Ukraine.
to ease the change in.
The US President, Barack Obama demands that the Russians withdraw.
The second phase will be to recalibrate the grading scale to be far
more supportive. The current scale (F, D, C, B, and A) will be replaced by A, Putin responds by saying he has a right to defend Russian-speaking people in
Ukraine from chaos.
A+, A++, A+++, and A++++. “We believe all students should be rewarded
Russia threatens to cut off gas supplies to Ukraine. There are numerous tense
for trying; all students deserve an ‘A’.” All Madison schools will implement
standoffs between the Ukrainian and Russian military forces.
this phase at the start of the 2014-2015 school year, and will be the greatest
Europe and America threaten Russia with the possibility of sanctions. This
challenge to successfully enforce.
means that it would be hard for Russia to trade with other countries. As a
Once the school district deems the schools ready, the third and final
result, it could be very harmful to the Russian economy, but also for Western
phase will take place and will eliminate grades all together. In this phase,
firms and countries that trade with Russia.
upon completing an assignment or taking a test, all students will receive a
“Certificate of Trying.” Administrators hope that with no fear of failure, more Ukrainian leader, Arseniy Yatsyenuk visits the White House. U.S. President
Barack Obama assures him that the US will stand with Ukraine against
students will try harder, and all students will be on a level playing field.
Staunch supporters of all three phases assert that “Grades themselves Russian aggression.
People who live in Crimea vote to secede from Ukraine and join Russia.
are too mean. For a student to truly be free, they can’t be judged by anyone,
Conclusion
even the teachers on their assignments.” He also commented saying that
As Russia and the European Union fight for a sphere of influence in Ukraine,
“Without grades, the school district doesn’t have to worry about meeting
we must take into account what the Ukrainian people want. Even though
state standards for classes. Everyone will be doing perfectly without any
the majority of Ukrainian people want to have closer ties with the European
grades.”
Union and America, Russia has a legitimate fear of having American
The initiative poses several minor problems with reworking
missile bases in their backyard. Russia has tried to intimidate and threaten
curriculum and assessing the progress and abilities of students, but
Ukrainians by annexing the Crimean peninsula; however it is possible that in
administrators assert that all these problems will be worth it in the end.
the long run, the majority of the Ukrainian people will choose the capitalist
West over Russia.

New School District Rule
to Eliminate Bad Grades

Sources: BBC.co.uk, Washingtonpost.com, CNN.com
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Prep Profiles

Name: Ruth Lenzen
Favorite Class: Ap Literature and
Composition with Ms. Guse
Current Sport: Soccer
Career Highlights: scoring a header
goal on West sophomore year,
holding my own against Mary in
cage fighting last year
I love soccer because: it clears my
mind and it’s a super fun game.
Season goal: win conference and go
to state
Other sports: I’m a green and white
gurl at heart
I love being a Spartan because: We
are a unique family and I love putting on a Memorial jersey
Most memorable moment in sports:
State freshman year, and never
losing to West
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: getting my face split open
by West girl last year
Everyone on the team knows me
as that girl who… doesn’t change
practice clothes enough and
laughs at her own jokes
Pregame music playlist: Alicia Keys
(Fallin, If I ain’t got you)
Pregame fuel: banana and alka
seltzer shots
Most inspirational teammate: Daniella Bosben
Favorite Athlete: Megan Rapinoe
Favorite opponent: West
I wish I could compete against:
DSHA
Favorite movie: All Disney movies
Favorite TV show: Friends, Gilmore Girls, Greys Anatomy, That’s
So Raven
I describe myself as: goofy, forgetful
I look up to… my mom and dad
I can’t live without… Donuts and
my corn h***
I wish I could meet: Mcdreamy or
Mcsteamy
During the Olympics I watched:
Snowboarding and Ski jumping
Did you know… Katie Alley can
put both legs behind her head
Post-High school plans: UW Whitewater
On the bucket list: Make Taylor
Grays nick name “stinky” catch on.
Everyone call her that.

Name: Katie Alley
Favorite Class:
Choir and Spanish
Current Sport:
Soccer
Career Highlights:
Going to state
freshmen year
I love soccer because: I’ve been
playing since first
grade and it has
been such a big
part of my life
Season goal: Win
conference and be at our best going into the playoffs and then see
where that takes us. Also: have lots
of fun and enjoy every moment of
my last year
Other sports: running, playing
basketball and tossing a football or
frisbee around with friends/family
I love being a Spartan because: Our
team is like a family. Not many
other programs have that atmosphere.
Most memorable moment in sports:
Winning state cup with my club
team my junior year
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: One time I fell onto my
hands and knees over top of the
ball. Then, before I could stand up,
this other girl fell onto my back
with one leg on either side of my
torso. It was like I was a horse and
she was riding me. She proceeded
to stay there for 10 seconds.
Everyone on the team knows me as
that girl who… falls a lot
Pregame music playlist: Upbeat
songs that I can sing to (Beyonce,
Heads Will Roll Project X Remix—thanks Meghan, One More
Night, Bailando Por Ahí)
Pregame fuel: Pasta or bagel with
peanut butter and honey before
evening games, chocolate chip pancakes before morning games
Most inspirational teammate: Daniella Bosben
Favorite opponent: West
Favorite movie: Good Will Hunting/Juno
I look up to… people who follow
their dreams and are passionate
about what they do
I can’t live without… pasta, cheese,
and bread
I wish I could meet: The founders
of Culver’s so I could thank them
During the Olympics I watched:
figure skating
Did you know… Katie isn’t short
for anything. I’m just Katie.
Post-High school plans: go to college
On the bucket list: skydiving and
living in a Spanish-speaking country

Spring Fashion
By Jenna Roesler
Spring is coming, and new trends are coming
out. Every season I like to switch up my
wardrobe, and lately I’ve been wondering
what are some popular trends for spring 2014?
Flannels are comfortable, and perfect with any
outfit. You can add it with a pair of leggings
and a t-shirt, or a pair of short overalls. Highwaisted shorts have come back from the ‘80s,
and they’re still hot. So what to wear on your
feet? Birkenstocks are awesome, and there are
many different styles of them. They also go
with anything you want to wear, whether you’re coming back from soccer
practice or going to a family dinner.

Name: Nick Newburg
Favorite Class: AP Macroeconomics
Current Sport: Baseball
Career Highlights: Going to Peru
for Regionals 2 years ago
I love baseball because: It’s a mental game, not necessarily the best
athletes
Season goal: Win State
Other sports: Math Team
I love being a Spartan because:
JMM is such a tight-knit community
Most memorable moment in sports:
Hitting a home run on my 13th
birthday
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: The short-lived basketball
career
Everyone on the team knows me as
that guy who… Doesn’t let other
people touch my glove
Pregame music playlist: Anything
Miley
Pregame fuel: PB&J
Most inspirational teammate: Ben
Horman
Favorite Athlete: Ben Horman
Favorite opponent: Madison West
I wish I could compete against:
Edgewood (Coming true this year)
Favorite movie: Sandlot
Favorite TV show: Burn Notice
I describe myself as: A math wizard
I look up to… My dad (literally)
I can’t live without… My glove
I wish I could meet: Babe Ruth
During the Olympics I watched:
Women’s curling
Did you know… I broke my finger
freshmen year by dropping a backpack on it
Post-High school plans: UW-Madison to play club baseball and study
business
On the bucket list: Go to the College
World Series

Name: Sam Kimball
Favorite Class: Personal Finance
Current Sport:
Baseball
Career Highlights:
Winning the 12
year old little
league championship, I love baseball because: It
was the first game I played with
my father. In addition, I get to
share a large part of my day with a
great group of guys.
Season goal: Win state
Other sports: Football, Intramural
Basketball, and competitive dodge
ball
I love being a Spartan because: We
are a family
Most memorable moment in sports:
When Ben Horman had a no hitter
with one batter to go and gave up a
bloop hit
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: When I got hit in the throat
by a pitch and lived to tell the
tale….
Everyone on the team knows me as
that guy who…can make you giggle
Pregame music playlist: Kid Cudi,
Kendrick Lamar, and John Mayer
Pregame fuel: Barbeque Sunflower
Seeds
Most inspirational teammate: Jim
Sullivan
Favorite Athlete: Jester Weah
Favorite opponent: Sun Prairie
I wish I could compete against:
Bryce Harper
Favorite movie: Friday Night Lights
Favorite TV show: Lost / Castle
I describe myself as: A marshmallow
in a world full of smores
I look up to… Mr. Spence
I can’t live without… summer nights
and great music
I wish I could meet: Kate Upton
During the Olympics I watched:
Women figure skating
Did you know… a bunch of jellyfish
is called a smack
Post-High school plans: Attend UW
Eau-Claire
On the bucket list: Make a stranger
laugh in every Major League Baseball stadium in the United States

Dr. Conrad Andringa
Fieldhouse

By Jack Andringa
Who is Dr. Conrad
Andringa? Some people
may say he’s their
pediatrician, others may
say they’ve noticed him
on the sidelines at the
football games. To me,
he’s my Grandpa who’s
been there throughout
my whole life. For
over 40 years, Conrad
Andringa has dedicated
hours of his time to help serve the students of James Madison Memorial
during countless athletic and academic events. He started as the volunteer
athletic trainer for the school in the early 1970’s and hasn’t stopped since.
Doc has been the head trainer for the state basketball, hockey, wresting,
swim and diving championships since 1975 and was the doctor for the US
Olympic team in 1976. He has probably affected your life in one way or
another, either treating you in an athletic event while at memorial, being your
pediatrician at the Dean Clinic, or helping a brother or sister. Next you walk
into the fieldhouse, appreciate the many things Dr. Andringa has done for
this community.

Attention Teen Parents: Be INSPIRED. Join our pregnant and parenting
group. Meet other teen parents, obtain valuable parenting information, have
access to special events at the Children’s museum, and be eligible for scholarships. See Penny Mory in Student Services or Nurse Marie in the Health
Office for more information.
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Poms Team Bittersweet End
to the Season

JMM Track and Field

By Siena Casanova
It is that time of year: James Madison Memorial Track and Field.
by Sarah Hubbard
Although it may seem as if winter has not left us, this spring sport will still
After about ten long months of
persist. After two weeks of practice, the spartan student athletes are looking
practice and hard work, the season
awesome! There has been a great turnout in every single event, from distance
for the JMM Poms team has come
to throwing. Alongside the massive amount of new people that are out for
to an end. The team starts out their
track this year, several new coaches have installed into the program. We have
season in the summer, with five-hour a new overall boys coach, Coach Richardson, and many new coaches for the
practices almost every day. This
different event groups. Last weekend, the team took a trip to Debuk, Iowa.
prepares them for a large competition A select number of female altheles competed on Friday, March 21st, while
in August called Midwest. This past
the male athletes competed that Saturday. We had a great success at our first
year at Midwest, the poms team
meet, including the fact that the boys came home with an overall third place
placed ninth out of fifty teams, and
title. Daurice Fountain, a senior here at Memorial recieved the MVP award
qualified to perform in Orlando,
for placing first in the hurdles, as well as the long jump. Overall, the JMM
Florida! Although they did not make Track and Field team has had a fantastic start to the season, and is looking
the trip this year, next season they
forward to “Dahmenating” the upcoming track meets.
are hoping to qualify again and plan on traveling to Florida. At the beginning
of the school year, the poms team enjoyed performing at the the football
games as well as having their annual kiddie clinics. In early December, JMM
hosted the first ever Wisconsin Pom Showdown competition. Placing fourth,
the team was very pleased. The rest of year finished out with many basketball
games, a few hockey games, and of course their annual holiday routine.
They spent the rest of their season preparing for their last competition, Spirit.
Receiving eighth overall at Spirit as well as having four members apart
of the top individual scorers, the season ended on a good note. However,
realizing that the poms season was over brought many tears on the way
home. Especially losing their only senior and two-year captain, Madeline
Haut, the team is extremely sad this season is over. With too many highlights
to count, this past season for the JMM Poms team will never be forgotten. As
for next season, if you are interested in joining the team and becoming part
of something unforgettable, please attend an information meeting on April
30th.

JMM Poms 2013-2014

By Taylor Morgan
The season started last April, with two new freshman and two new
upperclassmen. Our team consisted of 17 girls; we were all one big family
from the beginning of the season. We started preparing for camp which takes
place in July.
At camp is where our team really becomes a team. We learn a lot of new
routines and bond with everyone for four days straight. At times camp can be
stressful, but in the end it is a highlight of the season and a great experience.
After returning from camp our team has three weeks to prepare for our biggest competition, Midwest, in Schaumburg, Illinois. We bring four routines
to Midwest as a team, an open pom routine, a completion pom routine, and a
kick line routine, and a funk routine. Besides those three whole team dances,
individuals can do solos or put together a duet or trio. At Midwest this year
our team placed 9th overall, and got 4th in kick line. In December we hosted
a completion here at Memorial. We placed 4th at the Badger State Showdown that took place here. Our last competition, Spirit, was at the begging
of March. We brought two new routines, a pom and a funk. We placed 7th
overall in pom and 3rd in funk. I think the 2013-2014 pom season was really
successful and we will continue to get better and better each year.

Pump It Up
Interview with
Zach Herman,
Memorial
Distance Runner
by Trevor Wall

Trevor: What
sport are you
currently in?
Zach: Track.
T: What is a
daily track
practice like?
Z: We first
warm up,
usually
stretching
and skipping.
The main part of the practice is the
speed workout or long mileage run,
followed by stretching and finished
with taking an ice bath.
T: Why do you run track?
Z: I like to compete against other
runners, and running makes me feel
good.
T: What’s your favorite thing about
track?
Z: The meets.
T: Why?
Z: You get to see all of your hard
work you put in during practice pay
off.
T: What are Track meets like?
Z: We start with a warm up, similar
to in practice. We then prepare

individually prep for our events, and
lounge around waiting to compete.
After you compete in your event,
you cool down, and then go cheer on
your teammates.
T: What events do you compete in?
Z: The 800 and the mile.
T: Which event is your favorite?
Why?
Z: I like the mile the best, as you
have to have the perfect balance
between speed and endurance.
T: What other sports do you do
besides track?
Z: I run Cross Country as well.
T: What’s different between Track
and Cross Country?
Z: Track is speed based running,
while CC is endurance based, so the
training/practices are different.
T: Which sport is your favorite?
Z: I’m better at Track, but I like the
CC team more.
T: What do you like about the Cross
Country team?
Z: We are accepting of everyone,
and we have a lot of fun. Also Coach
Casey is the most interesting man in
the world.
T: What makes Casey Hopp so
interesting?
Z: He has magical hair, and superhuman endurance.
T: What’s your favorite color?
Z: I’m colorblind…

Jmm gymnastics 2013-14

By Lauren Michels
When the season started out, we had 12 underclassman try out and 8
upper classman try out. In the beginning of the season everyone is a bit shy,
but through the middle everyone starts getting closer and closer and we start
to become a family. This year Kayley Alioto tried out as a senior for her first
time ever doing high school gymnastics. In general she helped out our varsity
team tremendously. We started out the season with a lot of determination to
make it to state because we thought we had a chance. We practiced every day
for 2 hours. We had our first dual meet against Janesville parker and won.
There are seven total dual meets and at the end of the season we ended up
being 7-0 winning every dual meet. This is when we really started to become
a family. We had invites every Saturday and we got 1st and 2nd at all of them
and we placed 3rd at the Spartan invite which Is a huge accomplishment
for us. At conference we won with Middleton coming in second place. At
sectionals we got 2nd and Middleton got 1st. Sectionals is the biggest meet
to see which top two teams qualify for the state meet. The JMM gymnastics
team hasn’t gone to state since 2006, so we were very happy. Over all it was
one of the best seasons yet and we can’t wait for next season!

MSCR BASKETBALLWSCOMPTON FC

By Paul Koebke Barsic
Wiscompton FC, composed of 6 soccer players and two other athletes has
just finished a very successful season. FC finished off the regular season
going 5-1 with the only loss coming as a forfeit. This record put FC towards
the top of the standings for the regular season; with only 3 other teams
having a better record. FC’s starting lineup was primarily based on who
showed up at the games. However, standouts like Abdul Kooistra, Alex
Young, Teon Fountain and Hunter Brandon often found themselves in the
lineup. Consistent appearances came from Paul Koebke Barsic and Jack
Swenson due to their solid defense and exceptional intimidation from
Swenson. Islam Aly and Daniel Peterson, the other members of the team,
made their appearances during the few games they came to. Most of the
teams scoring came from Abdul Kooistra, averaging 19.75 points per game
while Alex Young and Jack Swenson lead the way for assist totals. On the
other side of the court, most of the rebounding came from 6’0” Hunter
Brandon and 6’2” Teon Fountain. Unfortunately FC was unable to play in the
end of the year tournament due to a lack of available players. However, they
plan to take the MSCR courts again next year and prove their superiority.
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March: A Month of
Madness, or Genius?

By Ryan McCarthy
For the first time, predicting a perfect NCAA March Madness bracket
would make you a billionaire, courtesy of Warren Buffet’s wallet. The man
might seem crazy, right? Offering up a billion dollars for anyone who’s lucky
enough to make a couple good predictions. 68 teams, 67 total games played,
how hard could it really be? The answer: very hard. There are no documented cases of anyone ever predicting a perfect March Madness bracket.
Many people understand the chances of picking a perfect bracket are
slim; most don’t realize how slim they really are. Your chance of getting it
perfect is approximately 1 in 9,223,372,036,854,775,808, and I would be
willing to bet a billion dollars you can’t even say that number out loud. In
other words, it’s quite literally impossible. Even an extensive knowledge of
basketball doesn’t even slightly improve your odds. With several upsets early
on this year in the first round, nearly every single bracket on every major
sports website had been proven incorrect. With Syracuse’s surprising loss
to Dayton, Brad Binder’s perfect bracket of 36 correctly predicted games
finally derailed, marking the death of the final perfect bracket. This was the
first year in the past seven in which anyone managed to predict a perfect first
round of the tournament.
After looking a little deeper, it appears Warren Buffett wasn’t only
perfectly sane by offering up the billion: he was a genius. It is estimated
that Warren Buffett’s company, Berkshire Hathaway, has gained over a billion dollars from the hype surrounding his March madness challenge alone.
Although he admits the challenge is too difficult and he would like to make
it easier to win the billion next year, no one should anticipate anyone making
a billion dollars off March Madness anytime soon. (Ironically, unless you’re
Warren Buffett.)

Boys Basketball
Season
Wrap-Up
By Ryan Morgan

March Madness

By Kye Burcham
If you follow college
basketball, you know that when
March hits, you start scouting. You
nervously do your research on all
of the 11-15 seeds. Warren Buffet
offered a billion dollars to anyone
with a perfect bracket. There are
no perfect brackets remaining.
Unlike any other year, there really
is no clear champion. Florida,
Arizona, Wichita State, and Virginia
claimed the number 1 seeds this
year. Florida now has the east
road to the championship now that
Kansas and Syracuse lost in their
region. Wisconsin is off to a get
start, blowing out American, sliding
past Oregon, and just completing
a dominant performance against
Baylor. Wisconsin needs 3 more wins
to win the entire tournament. Wichita
State came into the tournament
with a stunning undefeated record.
They were a heavy favorite to win
it all but their run was cut short by
a very young Kentucky team in the
2nd round. So far, this has been the
craziest tournament ever witnessed
by our generation. Dayton, an 11
seed, is in the elite 8. Tennessee, also
an 11 seed, will play Michigan for
a chance at the elite 8. Duke lost to
Mercer, a 14 seed, in the first round.
Kansas, a 2 seed, lost to Stanford,
a 10 seed. Syracuse lost to Dayton,
an 11 seed. North Dakota State, a 12
seed, beat Oklahoma, a 5 seed. This
year is a dream year for basketball
fanatics due to all the upsets and
close games. At the end up the
tournament, you reflect on your picks
and see what you can do better for
next year. GO ARIZONA!
(written 3/28/14)

The Spartans had another
very successful year of basketball.
They finished off the season 20-4,
with 2 of those losses coming from a
South Carolina trip where they went
against some of the best teams in
the nation. Also, for the 11th straight
year the Spartans won the Big Eight
conference championship, while
going 17-1 against the other Big
Eight teams. The team had a lot of
depth in their bench this year which
helped keep legs fresh. The roster
consisted of 5 seniors, 4 juniors, 1
sophomore and 3 freshmen. This
team had to perservere and fight
through adversity and they had an
amazing season. Winning 11 straight
conference championships and
shows just how good this program
this has been and how much
tradition there is. The Spartans had
a great season this year and here’s to
another great season next year.

Boys
Tennis

By Jacob Padley
The JMM Tennis Team’s season is
starting up here at Memorial. The
courts are finally starting to melt,
and Mr. King is beginning to put up
the nets. The season is right around
the corner. The team is being led
this year by Captains Isaac Treves
and Jacob Bogost. The Tennis team
is trying to improve on their season
last year, despite the loss of some
seniors. They plan on sending some
singles players and doubles players
to State again this year. Last season
they sent Jamie Dennis and his
doubles partner to State. The tennis
team had a strong season last year,
and will continue to build onto it
in this upcoming season. Overall
the Tennis team at JMM has been
putting in the work in the offseason

JMM Hockey

By Blake Komplin
James Madison Memorial’s hockey program has a fantastic history.
Including 29 state appearances and 8 state championships, you could say it
has left quite legacy. In recent years,
JMM’s teams have not lived up to
expectations having 2000 being
our last state championship, but the
future is very bright and exciting. 4
years ago JMM’s hockey team went
2-21, 3 years ago 1-23, 2 years ago
12-12, and this past year took a huge
leap going 16-7-1. Losing only ONE
senior this year, we can expect great
things in years to come from JMM.

Interview with
Brett Tauber

With Jenna Roesler
Q: What is your favorite part of
being on a team?
A: Building a relationship with all
the guys and becoming a family.
Q: What was your favorite part of
the season?
A: Senior night, after we beat Craig.
Q: What are you looking forward to
next season?
A: Winning the Goldball
Q: What goals do you have for
yourself for the next season?
A: To better myself.
Q: Describe a specific moment
that defined the season for you
personally.
A: After the Craig game because it
was a very emotional game.
Q:Talk about the relationship
between your teammates.
A: There’s one word to describe my
team and it’s “family”.
Q: How do you feel when everyone
is cheering and you make the shot?
A: Good.
Q: What gets you pumped before
your game?
A: Listening to “Peanut Butter Jelly
Time”
Q: When did you start playing
basketball?
A: When I was in second grade.
Q: What is something your coach
has told you
that has stuck
with you
throughout
your career?
A: I don’t
know.
Q: What was
the most
memorable
game you
ever played
in?
A: When
we beat the
number one
team in the
nation for
AAU.

in preparation for their best season
ever. Time will tell too see if it has
paid off. Good Luck to the JMM
Boys Tennis Team this spring in all
matches.

Softball
Interview
by Ruth Lenzen

I took some time to ask senior, Zoe
Sprout, about the softball season and
her experience as a softball player
at Memorial. Here’s what she had to
say…
What do you love most about
softball?
The friends I’ve made from the
teams I’ve been on, and the feeling
you get when you make a good play
How long have you been playing
softball?
I’ve been playing softball since
4th grade, but I also played t-ball
as a youngin’, I’ve been playing
competitive club softball since 6th
grade
What is your favorite softball
memory at memorial?
When we went to Disney World my
sophomore year
What is your goal for the season?
I want to win a first regional game as
a team. Individually I want to make
second or first team all-conference.
Who is your most inspirational
teammate?
Kylie Knutson
What is your pre game fuel?
Pixie Stix
What is your pregame pump up
jam?
Why Not by Hilary Duff
Why do you like playing Spartan
Softball?
Because I love putting on a
Memorial green Jersey
Do you have any superstitions?
I can’t wear the number 14, (because
I tore my ACL in that jersey), no
metal cleats, I have a special routine
before every pitch, and if I’m
wearing a certain sports bra and we
win, I’ll probably wash it and wear it
again next game.
What is your position?
Center fielder and this year I’ll be
pitching again.
What are you looking forward to
most
this
season?
I’m
looking
forward
to
playing
outside
again.
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Horoscopes Divergent Review
It’s Finally Spring!

For April
by Madeline Haut

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) You have finally broken free of being
frozen day in and day out because spring is now here! Congrats,
you chose to live in one of the coldest states that also happens to
have the most wishy washy weather. This year alone Wisconsin
had more than 40 days below zero. But hey, why dwell on the
past? Mother Nature will shine kindly upon you this spring so drink it in and
smell the roses.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Spring is now in full effect and it’s
time to get active. Springs sports started a couple weeks ago but
if you didn’t make the cut, there is no need to fret. Track meets
are a great way to soak up the sun and get out of the house. Go
cheer on those hard working kids. Other events to go to are baseball/softball and girls soccer games. Go online or go to the athletic office to
check out upcoming times and dates.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) You’ve been feeling down and blue
for months and you are getting sick of it. It’s time to reinvent
yourself. Find something that sparks your interest and stick to it!
Happiness a lot of times is actually a choice and by altering your
view on life and friends you could be happier than ever. Make
the choice and surprise yourself by how blissful you can actually be.
Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) Third quarter is now behind you and
you’re well into fourth quarter. DON’T GIVE UP NOW! You are
almost done with the year and although it is extremely hard to
keep your focus on school work, especially now with the warm
weather, it’s not worth it to throw away your year for a couple
weeks of stress free living. It takes a toll and you don’t want to dig yourself
into a hole. Push yourself, you’re seriously almost done!
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) You’ve heard it before and you’ll hear
it again from every person above forty, “Are those underwear or
shorts”. It’s fun to wear spring clothes but not fun for everyone
else when your you know what is visible from underneath those
designer jean shorts. Dress appropriately for school and don’t
wear something that your grandma wouldn’t approve of. You’re smart so
think about it!
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) SPRING BREAK 2014!!! PARTY PARTY PARTY! But please party modestly. It’s easy for high schoolers
to get carried away during break, especially without adult supervision. BE SMART! There is no point to ruining your life, sport
season or break over something that “everyone is doing”. Don’t
give into peer pressure and make your own decisions. Spring break
is meant to be a break from stress and school so don’t put more stress in your
life. Soak up that sun and relax.
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Prom is around the corner and though
it seems early, it’s already time to plan. Prom can be very stressful but don’t make it more stressful than it needs to be. Guys, ask
your special gal way in advance. It may seem early but for all the
dress planning a girl has to do, it’s really not. You can never be
too early. Girls, start looking for dresses ASAP. You can always borrow one
from a friend or try to rent one. Most of all have fun, pre-plan, and be smart.
Prom is as fun as you make it.
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) Looks like the winter was hard on
your car. The oil leaked and the gas line froze. Before you even
realize it, you’re stuck on Gammon while cars honk with annoyance in your general direction. But you’re in luck! A cop is driving past and sees you’re in need of assistance and pulls over with
his lights on. But this then draws the attention of your classmates
that take the same way home from school and a rumor starts that you were
pulled over. It’s going to take a while to get over that one. Good luck.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Your love life will take an interesting turn this month. Some forgotten feelings will resurface. A
relationship with a friend will briefly become rocky while a new
potential love interest will come on the scene. An unexpected
event regarding this lost love will catch you off-guard toward the
end of the month. Follow your heart.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Resist the urge to spend more than
you have this month. You will be tempted by an intriguing purchase early in the month, but an unfortunate event might require
you spend unplanned money towards the end of April. Save your
money just in case, and if by the end of the month you don’t need
to use it for an emergency, go back and look for the item you wanted before.
If it’s still there, it’s fate!
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Some much-awaited recognition
is headed your way this month if you continue to perform at
your current pace. Make sure to ignore anyone who may try
discouraging your progress. Beware that involvement in any
workplace drama could reflect poorly on others’ perceptions of
you. Start brainstorming ideas now for your workplace because
you’re out-of-the-box suggestion might just peak your boss’s interest.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Good news is coming your way!
Don’t be anxious or curious though because curiosity killed the
cat after all. Try to relax and let the good times roll in on their
own time. The good news will be a surprise and well deserved.
Be ready to have a nonstop smile upon your face. Just try not
to gloat too much, no one likes that.

By Dane Peplinski
Divergent is a science fiction action movie based on
the first book of the bestselling series by Veronica
Roth. Divergent is well done and it is nothing like
those mediocre and awful movies based off of other
good, bestselling, teen novels like The Host, Beautiful
Creatures, Vampire Academy, City of Bones, or Percy
Jackson. I would compare it to a next big movie series
like The Twilight Saga, The Hunger Games, Harry Potter,
and The Chronicles of Narnia. Divergent has a good plot,
good acting, and a good screenplay. The only flaw of this
movie is that some of the fight scenes were cheesy, looked
fake and were horribly done. Above all, this movie was
surprisingly great. It grossed 50 million dollars in its first box office weekend
and received mostly great reviews from both fans and critics.
Divergent focuses a lot on the necessity of free will in the five societies,
instead of romance. That makes the movie better and more unique, instead
of imitating Twilight. It really doesn’t try to copy Twilight’s plot like City of
Bones did.
Divergent is a next big hit movie series from what I see, it deserves 8 out of
10 stars. I would recommend seeing it at a movie theater.

300:
Rise of an Empire Review
By Dane Peplinski

One cold Saturday night, my friend and I went to point cinema to see
300: Rise of An Empire on the new Ultrascreen DLX.
All I have to say is that the movie was definitely
worth the time and the $12 I spent. The
theater made for a better experience. The movie itself
was so breathtaking and was one of the coolest visual
effect movies I have seen this year. Everything in this
movie is so visually beautiful including the costumes,
the cinematography, the special effects, the visual
effects, the battle sequences, and the art direction
of the movie. The movie itself doesn’t only look
beautiful, but it has a great storyline with lots of
hardcore fight scenes and battle sequences, however,
it could have been longer. 300: Rise of an Empire is
worth your time and money to go see it at a theater. I give this movie 10 out
of 10 stars and recommend seeing it on the new DLX Ultrascreen!

Pump It Up

By Jack Swenson
Are you ready to have some fun? Do you enjoy
inflatable jump-houses, slides and bouncy basketball
courts? Then the perfect place to relieve all the daily
stress, have an easy and fun workout, and entertaining
environment to spend time with friends is at Pump It
Up! This family owned business is now a country wide success. Pump It
Up’s main purpose is to satisfy the customers with the greatest birthday of
their lives. This local business, which is located in Fitchburg, is known for
their fantastic birthday parties for young children. It also has events known
as Open Jumps where, instead of a party, individual families can attend
and jump around with other families present. I am one of the employees at
Pump It Up and a certified “professional party attendant.” A handful of other
students from Memorial work there as well such as Junior – Paul Koebke
Barsic, Junior – Shannon Eichorst, Junior – Kate Grout and many more. I
enjoy working at Pump It up very much, especially if I get to work with my
friends. Pump It Up is also hiring right now, so keep that in mind! So if you
are looking for a great, party filled, fun loaded place to go, Pump It Up is the
place for all ages.

Spirit Day

Vishal Narayanaswamy
Do you enjoy volunteering in the community? Do you have fun spending
time with children? Do you like helping out with your friends? Do you
dislike flurries of questions directed at you from a newspaper article? If you
answered yes to all the preceding, keep reading! On Thursday, May 1, 2014,
JMM students of all ages and grades will take part in SPIRIT Day, an annual
day of community service and volunteering. SPIRIT day, which stands
for Service Projects Inspiring Responsibility In Teens, will take Memorial
students to local elementary and middle schools to encourage and conduct
service projects. As an exciting all-day event, SPIRIT Day is great way to
amass service hours while also having fun volunteering with friends! If you
are interested in participating in SPIRIT Day, please pick up a permission
slip from your neighborhood office
and have it completed and returned by
Thursday, April 10th. Spartan Youth
Service gladly welcomes all, and we
hope to see you volunteering on May
1st at SPIRIT Day!
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Instagram POST PROM
EXTRAVAFamous
The 5-Step Process to becoming
GANZA

Instagram famous By Josie Robertson
Whenever pictures are posted on Instagram,
everyone knows the main goal is to rack up the
likes. This informative article will lead you to be
a celebrity in the Instagram world.
1.It’s all about the ratio- Although people hate
to admit that they are shallow by only following a specific number of
people, everyone does pay attention to their own follower/following
ratio. It is primarily for the feeling of superiority but is rarely noticed
by other people.

Written by Spartans Committed
Ridiculed in front of peers & teachers?
Kicked off the team?
Disowned by parents?
Teen pregnancy?
Car crash?
Jail time?
Unexpected and painful death?
These are just a few unfortunate
events that could occur after prom.
2. Prime time posting- Obviously pictures posted at four in the morning Don’t worry Spartans, we have a
are not going to be seen and those cranky morning Instagram creepers solution to all your post-prom worthat may be stingy with the likes. The key posting time is anywhere
ries and fears. Spartans Committed
between 5-8 pm because people are relieved to be out of school and
and the Junior class will be hosting a
happily surfing the web with a full belly after dinner.
post-prom party at Vitense Golfland.
Lame, you say? We disagree. Here
3. Context- If you are going to post artsy pictures make sure they are
are just some of the turnt-up activigood. No one wants to see a picture of your Starbucks or shoe colties available:
lection. Switch it up, people like to see pictures that they haven’t
Free food and not-so-free food
seen already so avoid reposting. Also, take pictures with your friends Mini-golf (indoor and outdoor)
in swim suits, those pictures tend to get more likes than your sorry
Driving range
attempt at being artsy with a picture of a tree. Make sure you take
Hangout area (with couches)
advantage of Monday - Thursday and their daily themes. Save Selfie
Movie time
Sundays for the middle schoolers…
Outdoor patio
Batting cages
4. Be a Filter Fanatic- Spend some time with your filters, get to know
Arcade
which ones are flattering, and make you look tan or buff. Everyone
can look good (or better at least) with a flattering filter. If your friend Admission is free to all of those in
attendance at prom and includes all
looks good and you don’t, pick a different filter. X-Pro II and Lo-Fi
of the above activities. So stop stressseem to be fan favorites.
ing about what you’re going to do
after prom and be prepared to have
5. Nudes- Key component to instant popularity, but should be avoided
in order to protect all those younger cousins and aunts following you. an awesome time at Vitense.
Save yourself the embarrassment of reliving your half naked pictures, (Note: The listed unfortunate events
are clearly not usual circumstances
ten years in the future. Beware of the lurking screenshots.
that occur after Prom, please do not
put too much thought into the seriWhatever you do, remember the number one rule of Instagram… If you
don’t hit 11 likes within 20 minutes of the picture being posted, delete it. ousness of this article)

Announcements
PROM

The JMM Planner is wrong! The
2014 PROM date in May 10.
Start making plans now...8:30pm
-11:30 at the Alliant Energy Center. Post prom to follow at Vitense
Golfland this year. You won’t want
to miss it.

Selfies Show Coming

The current CAMM class is currating a “Selfie Art Show” in May
2014 in the Art Gallery. If you
would like to be a part of a JMMHS
showcase of selfies, please contact
Mrs. Ford.

Memorial
Athletics Next
Year!
Information is available for all stu-

dents interested in participating in
WIAA interscholastic athletics at
Memorial High School during fall,
winter, or spring seasons for next
year. Please make sure to complete
all requirements prior to the season to insure full participation opportunities. There are a few sports
that have limited spots so it is important that student-athletes are
prepared to start on the first day
and do not miss time in-season.

WANTED

The Sword and Shield is currently
looking for editors for the 2014-15
school year. Please send an e-mail
to Teri Parris Ford (tparrisford@
madison.k12.wi.us) &/or send a message to one of the current Editorsin-Chief, Idris Boukahil & Monika
Ford. Make sure to share your
interest and what editor position you
would like to be considered for (see
list below) as well as your qualifications. All applicants should either
submit an article for the May issue
or have submitted an article in past 3
months. Applications and articles are
due by April 29, 2014.
Positions will be announced in May
and a meeting will be called shortly
thereafter. New editors will be
expected to help with the June issue
and work over the summer to have
the first issue ready for September
2014. If you have any questions,
please see Teri Parris Ford in the art
department or talk to one of the current editors.

Sword & Shield Staff

Editors-in-chief
Idris Boukahil & Monika Ford
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Cassidy Nelson
Copy Editor
Jane Zhang
News Editor
David Cao
Opinions Editor
Jeremy Gottlieb
Photography Editor
Ryan Bruesewtitz
Sports Editor
Jeremy Gartland
Student Contributors
Jack Andringa
Kye Burcham
Siena Casanova
Ryan Daas
Nathan Eckerle
Max Greenleaf
Maddy Hinze
Sarah Hubbard
Paul Koebke Barsic
Blake Komplin
Claire McCarthy
Ryan McCarthy
Lauren Michels
Ryan Morgan
Taylor Morgan
Caryn Mueller
Vishal Narayanaswamy
Jacob Padley
Dane Peplinski
Amol Rajesh
Josie Robertson
Jenna Roesler
Drake Singleton
Zoe Sprout
Jack Swenson
Joe Venuta
Trevor Wall
Caroline Zhou
Advisor
Teri Parris Ford

Jordan

Sylvan

Renee

Save more. Spend smarter. Give Back. Inspire others.

Positions to apply to:

•Editor-in-Chief; oversees all the
Sword & Shield activities
•Arts & Entertainment Editor – In
charge of Artist-of-the-Month, Horoscopes, games, reviews, etc.
•Copy Editor – Looks over each issue for errors before going to print
•Opinion Editor – Seeks out (and
writes) opinion articles for the
newspaper
•Photography Editor-- Manages all
There will be a Spartan Sports
photography for the newspaper, takes
Kick-off on Thursday, July 31st ,
photos when needed
5-7:30pm in Mansfield Stadium for •Sports Editor- Seeks out and writes
card collection, code meeting, con- all sports articles, manages the “Prep
cussion education, and Blitz Card
Profiles”
pick-up. Mark your calendars
•Student News Editor– Should have
now if you plan on playing athleta good grasp on what is happening
ics at Memorial in 2014-15 during
at Memorial High School, seeks out
any season. Athletes must attend
articles that the student body would
with a parent. See Mr. Schlitz for
have interest in.
more details.
•Business Editor-- Manages advertising and billing for the newspaper

Be inspired and cast your vote today at
SummitCreditUnion.com/ProjectTeenMoney

