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Thanksgiv-
ing Baskets

By Catherine Bartzen
One of the many clubs here at 
Madison Memorial High School 
is the Spartan Leaders, which is 
made up of the students involved 
in extracurricular who showcase 
leadership abilities.  The Spartan 
Leaders come together once a 
month to discuss issues and leader-
ship in sports and to perform com-
munity service.  In order to ensure 
that everyone can celebrate the 
holidays, this month the Spartans 
have teamed up with the Allied 
Learning Center on Madison’s 
West side to create Thanksgiving 
baskets.  By collecting donations 
from local businesses and team-
mates, the Spartans have been able 
to be the largest provider of these 
baskets to the Allied community in 
all of Madison.  The baskets con-
tain everything a family will need 
to celebrate the holiday: fresh veg-
etables, stuffing, juice, a medium-
sized turkey, and even pumpkin 
pie.  The hard work of the Spartan 
Leaders group goes to show that 
Memorial High School continues 
to produce not only extraordinary 
athletes, but also top-notch leaders 
and dedicated community mem-
bers.

New Year’s Resolution 
by Isabella Wu

Mother Nature 
Strikes Again
By Lorance Ayag
The Philippines undergo another 
disaster with Typhoon Haiyan. Oc-
tober 15th, an earthquake occurred 
with a magnitude of 7.2 and kill-
ing hundreds by Bohol city right 
under Leyte Island. Just last week 
Typhoon Haiyan hit more aggres-
sively than anyone expected, with 
170 mph winds and 15 ft waves. 
The city of Tacloban which is at 
the coast of Leyte Island became 
the epicenter of this massive storm. 
As the reforming begins, the death 
tolls have reached over 2,000 and 
injures at 3,000 bodies. While the 
rest of Tacloban citizens around 
200,000 are left with no shelter, 
clothes and food. Supportively, 
many of the Philippines allies have 
issued help to the victim country. 
The U.S. has sent Marines and air 
support to help evacuate victims 
and supply food. Many countries 
have done the same as Philippines 
tries to stand back up. Aid relief 
organizations has strongly helped 
by providing funding for surviv-
ing victims. Just because we are 
halfway around the world doesn’t 
mean we cannot help. Helping at 
the scene is equivalent as helping 
where you are now. By donating 
you can save a family, a person or 
a child from this natural disaster 
and help them stand back on their 
own two feet. We must help one 

Haiyan Relief
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All proceeds go to help those affected by the 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines.

another through tragic times as we 
hope others to help us through our 
tragedies. One way to help, take 
action and save a life is to order a 
t-shirt. Sponsored by Student Gov-
ernment and Backyard Reps.  Turn 
the form into Christelle Cayton, 
Monika Ford or Mrs. Ford with 
$10-- (make checks out to JMM).

“Tomorrow is the first blank page of a 365 page book. Write a good one.” – Brad Paisley
 It’s almost New Year’s again - an unblemished, unscarred, untouched start. Soon it will be 2014 and, 
once again, our beloved (or not so beloved) seniors will graduate. With 2013 nearly behind us, why not start 
afresh? Leave behind the dirt and grit of the past and accomplish something new this year. After all, you’ll only 
push through life by making goals. It’s time to pull out a new resolution! It’s time to…fail!!??
 It’s widely known that only an exclusive number of resolution makers accomplish their New Year’s 
resolutions. According to researchers, only a startling 8% of resolution makers achieve their goals by the end 
of the year, with 25% of resolution makers failing by the first week. By six months, less than half are still 
carrying on with their goals. So, prospective resolution makers: Let’s change that. What are the strategies 
resolution makers apply? 
 First, make a resolution. Don’t have any ideas? Here are the top ten resolutions:
1. Lose weight   5. Stay fit and healthy   8. Help others in their dreams
2. Get organized   6. Learn something exciting  9. Fall in love
3. Spend less, save more  7. Quit smoking    10. Send more time with family.
4. Enjoy life to the fullest
 But set your resolution exactly like one above, and I’ll bet you a Seroogy’s Pure Milk Chocolate bar 
that you won’t make it. So here’s tip one to a successful resolution: Make it Specific. Don’t throw out bucket 
lists, as fun as they may seem. If you want to lose weight, indicate the number of pounds you want to shed 
off, and compose a workout plan for your dieting. Ultimately, small goals are much easier to achieve than an 
overall goal.
 Tip 2: Make it Realistic. It is much better to set and accomplish realistic goals than fail unrealistic 
ones. Don’t dream on about some reverie that you obviously lack the background and discipline for. Don’t 
dream about becoming a movie star in the next year if you haven’t done any acting- you’ll end up with just the 
dream and a miserable attitude. Instead, look for small opportunities in which you can hone your skills. If your 
goal is too big, scale it down to a feasible target.
 Tip 3: Keep Track of your Progress. Watching your progress is a rewarding self-esteem booster. It’s 
also been shown that monitored progress results in faster improvement, so set up a chart or graph and record 
your progress daily. Make sure to update it routinely or your resolution will fall apart before you know it. Also, 
set a deadline for certain mid-way goals- you don’t want to spend the rest of your life getting nowhere.
 Tip 4: Make your Goal Public. As intimidating as this sounds, it’s truly beneficial. In the modern 
era, when every friend is just a mouse-click away, sharing goals builds a desire to fulfill them. Use Facebook, 
Twitter, or any social media site to share and track your goals. Friends and family can help through reminders 
and encouragement. Or better yet, share a goal with a friend and try to accomplish the resolution together. 
Friends are often willing to help pick you up if you’re in need.
 Tip 5: Enjoy your Resolution. Resolutions are meant to better your life, not to relegate yourself to 
self-pity. Find happiness in challenges, and you’ll find yourself considerably satisfied by the end of the year. So 

choose something that will keep you 
upbeat in the long run! 
Enjoy the holidays and good luck 
with the resolution! 
Source: University of Scranton http://www.
statisticbrain.com/new-years-resolution-statistics/
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A Note From the Editor
By Monika Ford

“Singin’ in the Rain”
By Catherine Bartzen

“I’m singin’, just singin’ in the rain!” 
This coming winter, the immortal musical Singin’ in the Rain will 

grace Memorial High School’s stage. As most students will remember 
from sophomore year English classes, the peppy musical takes place in the 
late 1920’s and chronicles the movie industry as it transitions from silent 
films to “talkies,” or movies with synchronized sound. Its main characters 
are Don Lockwood, the movie star heartthrob, played by Andy Gray; Lina 
Lamont, the Hollywood diva who’s maybe not the sharpest tool in the shed, 
played by Heidi Weitz; and the up-and-coming talent and love interest, Miss 
Kathy Selden, played by Alyssa Ayen. Filled with witty humor, tap dancing, 
drama queens, romance, and maybe a pie in the face or two, Singin’ in the 
Rain will be a show that you won’t want to miss.

The Memorial Theater Company has been hard at work for over 
a month learning music and perfecting lines and choreography. While the 
work is difficult and memorizing can be tedious at times, cast member 
Mason Rather states, “A lot of long nights of rehearsals pay off in the end 
and always make for a great performance”. Indeed, rehearsal does pay off- 
Memorial has a long tradition of outstanding shows, with last year’s musical 
Thoroughly Modern Millie winning many honors, from Best Ensemble to 
Best Choreography, out of high school and community theater performances 
in the state of Wisconsin. DDAF member and officer Caitlin Christy states, 
“The musical is one of my favorite things in Drama. Despite the hard work 
and long hours, nothing can compare to the feeling I get when a show goes 
well”. With the wide array of talent found in MTC, this show is sure to be a 
hit.
 Although the show has already been cast, it is still possible to be a 
part of production tech or crew. The first tech meeting will be held at 7:45 
AM on Wednesday, December 4th in room 821, while crew, which includes 
building and designing sets, will begin Monday, December 2nd, and 
continue every Monday and Wednesday afterwards from 6-8 PM. Any help 
is appreciated!
 Singin’ in the Rain will premiere Friday, January 31st, with 
shows continuing through February 1st, 8th, and 9th. Tickets go on sale 
mid-January and will cost $10. Make sure you don’t miss out on MTC’s 
incredible performance!

Seven Questions 
with Florence 

Labreche 
By Jeremy Gottlieb

I recently caught up with Florence 
Labreche, a foreign exchange 
student here at Memorial from our 
neighbor to the north. Here’s what 
she has to say. 
1) Where are you from, and what 
high school did you go to before 
coming to JMM?  
FL)I am from Montreal; it’s the 
biggest city in Quebec (the French 
part of Canada) and the second 
largest in Canada. I went to a high 
school named College Mont-Saint-
Louis, a little bit smaller than 
Memorial. 
2) What do you miss most about 
Canada?  
FL)I miss a lot of things about 
Quebec such as my friends and my 
family, but what I miss the most is 
speaking in French with people and 
not thinking about my next sentence 
all the time before I speak. That’s 
why I love so much my French class 
and Monika Ford who always talks 
to me in French!  
3) What’s your favorite thing or 
things about America? JMM? | 
FL) My favorite thing in America is 
cross-country. I know it’s over now, 
but it’s still the best thing because 
now I know way more people than 
if I hadn’t done it. And, also it kept 
me occupied in the first 2 months of 
my year and makes me feel part of 
JMM. I also really like the food that 
my host mom makes for us every 
day!  
4) Why Madison, Wisconsin?  
FL) In fact, I didn’t choose Madison 
or even Wisconsin. With my 
program (AFS) we had to make a 
top 3 countries; United States was 

Twelve Questions 
with Kanon Ando 

By Joe Hoffman
Host family: Hoffmanns
Age: 18
Grade: 12th Senior
From: Japan

Where are you 
from? 
Nagoya, Japan close 
to Tokyo 2hrs away 
by train.
Do you have any 
brothers and sisters? and their 
age? 
I have two brothers Hiroki, 24, and 
Yuta, 27.
What do you think of America?
I like America many friendly people 
and people are accepting of others 
they are not shy.
How long are you going to be 
here?
1 year I will leave in July.
What is your favorite class?
Rocks and ropes
What are some of your major hob-
bies?
Violin and origami
What organization did you come 
through?
Rotary Club of Nagoya
Who is your favorite singer /art-
ist?
One Direction
Do you like to play sports? 

 Hope everyone enjoyed 
eating and spending time with 
family. Unfortunately, the long 
weekend of Thanksgiving is 
over and it’s time to finish the 
winter strong! This December 
the Sword and Shield focused 
on student life. We talked to 
students involved in athletics, 
community, and foreign ex-
change programs. Looking at 
what these students have ac-
complished should inspire you 
to get involved in some winter 
activity. The second quarter is 
rolling and it is important to do 
something to keep your mind 
off the stress of school for a bit. 
Winter sports have started so 
go out there and support your 
fellow spartans, whether it’s 
swimming, basketball, gymnas-
tics, or skiing. As winter break 
comes nearer, stay focused and 
get what you need done so you 
don’t have to be scrambling 
the last week of school. Once 
you’ve done that, however, life 
should be a breeze.There are a 
lot of fun articles in here this 
month and all the contributors 
and editors at the S&S hope you 
enjoy them. Have a great holi-
day and don’t forget to buy a 
Philippines shirt!

my first on the list. After, that the 
families all around the country had 
to choose the student they wanted to 
host. I was picked by a Wisconsin 
family so I came here. Which is very 
cool, I like Madison!  
5) Are you looking forward 
to doing anything this year at 
Memorial?  
FL) For this year, I am looking 
forward to do track and field in the 
spring. I’ve never ran track, but I 
think I will like it as much as I liked 
cross country. Also, I’m looking 
forward to prom. We don’t really 
have this in Quebec! 
6) What are your future plans? 
What are you doing after high 
school?  
FL) After high school, I will go back 
to Quebec and I will go to Cegep. 
This is a school whcih prepare us for 
University. I have to do it if I want 
to attempt University after. The rest 
of Canada doesn’t have this school, 
it’s only in Quebec. I still don’t have 
any idea of what program I will take. 
7) How long did you study English 
before coming to America? 
FL) I studied English since I am 10 
years old with the school.

Yes, softball but I like to watch 
basketball.
What is your favorite thing you 
have done in America?
I liked going to the high school foot-
ball games and homecoming. 
I this your first time to America?
Yes it is.
Favorite food in America?
I really like Cheesy potatoes.

 

 

Kenken
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 In our November 2013 
issue we incorrectly stated that 
Mr.Hardin will be producing 
future Memorial plays. Moon 
Over Buffalo was actually his 

last production. We 
apologize for the error.

In the words of the familiar holiday cliché: 
“‘tis the season to be giving”. After thousands of 
Americans once again stormed retail giants on 
Black Friday and kick-started yet another frenzied 
shopping season, many are wondering if the holidays 
have simply become a corporate-driven wasteland. 
Thankfully, the nonprofit organization Network 
For Good points out that 30% of annual charitable 
giving occurs during the holidays, meaning that while 
shoppers may spend upwards of 40 billion dollars on 
toys, televisions, and tchotchkes, the holiday season 
retains its spirit of altruism. In honor of this festive 
generosity, here are some tips to aid in your search for 
the perfect charity:

1) Donate to a personally meaningful cause. Thou-
sands upon thousands of charitable organizations 
vie for your attention and donations during the 
holiday season. From Toys for Tots to Typhoon 
Haiyan relief, many nonprofits may have worthy 
goals, but attempting to donate meaningfully to 
multiple organizations can quickly drive you bank-
rupt. Instead, focus on donating to an organization 
that is most personally relevant or meaningful. If, 
for example, you or a family member have been 
afflicted by cancer, consider donating to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. Similarly, donate to UNICEF 
or The Salvation Army if you have a vested inter-
est in humanitarian or poverty relief.

2) Promote lesser known charities. Although causes 
promoted by the likes of the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation and United Way are admirable, lesser-
known nonprofit organizations with similar goals 
are often less bureaucratic and more efficient with 
donations. Due to their lesser known status, these 
organizations also see less income in donations 
per year, yet brilliantly showcase their charitable 
abilities with limited funds. Take the nonprofit or-
ganization Child Aid, which operates on less than 
$2 million per year to promote literacy programs 
and poverty relief in Latin America. While several 
larger charities may pay disproportionate amounts 
of income to solicitors rather than the needy, pro-
moting smaller and reputable nonprofits can often 
garner more net philanthropic benefit. 

3) Conduct background checks. An always useful 
word of advice: do your homework. Despite their 

benevolent and hopeful names, many charitable or-
ganizations have poor transparency and efficiency 
in conducting activities. A recently released report 
from the Tampa Bay Times found hundreds of 
fraudulent charity operations attracting donations 
by using similar titles and phrasings to well known 
nonprofits. At the top of the Tampa Bay Times’ 
“50 Worst Charities” list is Kids Wish Network, an 
operation mimicking the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion that spent less than 1% of its income on chari-
table activities and paid out over $110 million to 
corporate partners in the past decade alone. Fake 
charitable organizations have also been known to 
surface in moments of national tragedy, such as the 
Boston Bombings and Sandy Hook Massacre. As a 
charitable donor, be vigilant and conduct thorough 
research to deduce whether your money is going to 
the needy and homeless or a corporate solicitor’s 
pocket.  

4) Time is more valuable than money. Instead of 
writing a check to a nonprofit group, consider vol-
unteering your time and service to organizations 
and individuals in need. From helping out at a soup 
kitchen or food bank to cleaning a lake shoreline, 
community service benefits community institu-
tions, the environment, and even one’s own occu-
pational and life outlook. According to the US Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics, the US volunteering rate 
decreased in 2012 by 0.3 to 26.5%, meaning that 
now, more than ever, is the time to increase com-
munity service involvement. Ultimately, commit-
ting one’s own time and effort to a cause contrib-
utes the greatest societal change and strengthens a 
community’s interdependent ties.

As the madness of holiday shopping intensifies in 
the coming weeks, keep in mind the welfare of less 
fortunate others. Through active involvement with 
charitable organizations, even the smallest donations 
of time and money can reclaim the holidays as a time 
of giving.   

Light of Life Donation
 The 2013 Light of Life 
Walk was held earlier this school 
year at Memorial High School. The 
Grand Marshals were Justin and 
Tyler Dahmen who are graduates 
of JMM and children of Memo-
rial staff members Bruce and 
Peggi Dahmen.  The Dahmen boys 
started the walk 13 years ago as a 
way to help their cousin when she 
was diagnosed with Leukemia. The 
walk has raised over $50,000 since 
then!!! There were over 300 people 
who attended this year including 
students, families, staff, and com-
munity members.  

This is Peer Partners third year of 
heading the event; Peer Partners is 
a social and social service organi-
zation of students with and without 
disabilities. This year there are 
over 100 JMM students involved in 
Peer Partners!  They are advised by 
Matt Green, Special Education De-
partment Chair and Marie Stangel, 
Spanish Teacher.

In the picture below are the 2013-
14 Peer Partner Officers (from 
left to right): Sam Shovers, Julia 
Lehane, Antwand Stevenson, Ben 
Gellman, Alli Bell, Emma Capua-
no, Matt Green, James Madison 
(standing in for Senora Stangel), 
and Casey Witkowski & Amanda 
Engen from the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society.

The Gift of Selflessness: Charitable Giving in the Holiday Season
By Vishal Narayanaswamy

The Cheat Codes of 
Holiday Giving

By Maryann Rehani
Happy Holidays! December… What a fun time of year! For some, 

religious events are celebrated. Others, the Holidays only mean one thing-
PRESENTS! If you’re not sure what to give to a few special people, check 
out these tips!

•	 If you’re looking for something for a parent, make them 
something! If you’re into arts and crafts, maybe make a 
scrapbook or collage! If you’ve got some handy skills with 
woodwork or with a needle, you could consider a birdhouse 
or a blanket! Maybe even a pretty house decor item? The 
limits are endless! Now, you could also buy them some-
thing… Maybe clothes (a sweater?), take them out for a 
fancy dinner, books; even take them to see a movie they’re 
interested in!

•	 If you’re giving something to a sibling, feel free to take 
the same route as the tips for parents. Now, on the other 
hand, you can also head out to find the perfect gift, too! 
You could get your little brother that race car or that action 
finger he’s been begging for. Or get your younger sister that 
doll she’s had her eye on! If you’re looking for someone a 
little older than that, try giving them a CD or music in gen-
eral… Something like an iTunes gift card. You could also 
give them jewelry, clothes, maybe even movie tickets!

•	 If you’re searching for a gift for a close friend, try making 
them something! Chances are, you’ve got quite a few peo-
ple in mind to get gifts for. So, in order to not clear out your 
wallet in the process of giving, this may be the wiser path 
to go on… That being said, feel free to head over to a shop 
and pick something up! State Street (downtown) is a great 
place to look for something unique! Check it out especially 
on days like Black Friday when everything will be on sale! 
Plus, there are a lot of websites like Ebay or Amazon to 
get abstract stuff! There are also a lot of malls in the area, 
which is definitely a plus!

These are just a few little tips to make the holiday season just a 
little bit less stressful. Things can get kind of crazy with all the questions 
like “Who’s getting who what?” or “Where should I go?” or “What 
should I make?” etc… So, grab a few friends or even a family member 
and get your gifts together! It’s a fun time for everyone! Take these tips 
while getting things ready and hopefully, you’ll have a wonderful holiday 
season! Happy Holidays!  

F   O   U   R   T   H      A   N   N   U   A   L 

DEC.20
th

   Once more, the Cupcake Smackdown is 
   upon us! Last year, Madilyn Stevens
  reigned supreme with a batch of pastries
inspired by the  lms of Studio Ghibli!  is

                        year, another winner will be crowned & thus
                       receive the coveted  rst prize: an ipod touch!
                   Decorate the most creatively designed, delicious
cupcake and pit it against the aspiring bakers of Madison Memorial! More info,
rules, and requirments for submission will be announced and posted throughout
the school! See Mr. Newland, or any member of the GSA for more details!
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Gymnastics 
By Emma Cate McCarthy and Marla Moser

Gymnastics is a winter sport at Memorial. 
The team is composed of 25 members, each of who 
can specialize in a single event or in all of the four 
apparatuses (bars, beam, floor, and vault). Memorial’s 
gymnastics team competes every Thursday in dual 
meets against one other school, and the varsity team 
also competes Saturdays in invites against multiple 
schools. This year our three invites are the Spartan 
Invite, Conference, and Sectionals. Let’s cheer on our 
varsity team to do well in sectionals and make it to 
state at Wisconsin Rapids!  

Michelle Fuller is Memorial’s Gymnastics 
Head Coach. She answered our various questions 
regarding her experience with the team. 

Q: Why did you start coaching?
A: I started coaching because I wanted to 

get involved at Memorial. I did gymnastics as a 
highschooler and it was a big part of my life so I knew it was the sport I 
wanted to coach if possible.

Q: What are you looking forward for this season?
A: I’m really excited for all of the gymnasts that we will have on the 

team. The seniors this year were freshmen my first year and I feel like we’ve 
grown up a lot together the last four years. I’m also excited for all of the new 
members of the team; we have some very talented girls at JMM.

Q: What is your goal for the team this season?
A: My ultimate goal is to qualify for state as a team. To do that we 

need to be in the top two in our sectional-spots currently held by Middleton 
& Verona in the last couple years.  I think we will have a really good 
combination of girls and ANYTHING is possible!

Q: Favorite coaching memory?
A: One of my great coaching memories is the dual meet we had 

against Sun Prairie last year. The girls all did a great job of cheering for each 
other and being supportive-it was the most fun meet I’ve ever coached. It 
didn’t hurt that we edged Sun Prairie by .4 points to win the varsity team 
competition. 

Q: What is your favorite memory as a gymnast?
A: As a gymnast I loved the feeling of accomplishment I would get 

after mastering a new skill. It’s a cool feeling knowing you can do something 
that other people only wish they could do!

Kayla Goetz and Caroline Smith are senior captains of the Memorial 
Gymnastics team. They have both been active participants of the team since 
they were Freshmen. We interviewed them and these are their answers.

Q: What is your favorite gymnastic memory?
C: Winning beam at state in 2012.
K: When the team won Spartan Invite. 
Q: Who is your 

favorite gymnast?
C: Alicia 

Sacramone.
K: Natalie Statz, a 

junior at Memorial who is 
on the team.

Q: What is your 
favorite event?

 C: Floor.
K: Bars.
Q: Of all the meets 

of the season, which one is 
your favorite?

C: Spartan Invite 
that we hold here.

K: Spartan meet.
Q: What are you excited for this season?
C: I’m excited to do well as a team. 
K: I’m excited to be a good team and make it to state.
Q: What is your most embarrassing moment? 
C: My most embarrassing moment was freshman year state, I had just 

gotten off of floor and my butt was completely out of my leotard.
K: My most embarrassing moment was when I was competing bars 

and I fell of the bar right onto my face. 
This is going to be an exciting year, so come out and support your 

memorial girls gymnastics team! photos by Jim K ‘Jim’s Photos’

Siena Casanova 
By Marcus Fennesay and Michael Bliss

It was a successful year for junior cross-country runner Siena 
Casanova. Sword and Shield was able to catch up with her 
and sum up her story of success this year, which included an 
appearance at the state championships.

Her aspirations started last spring during track season 
when she advanced to sectionals. She finished one spot away 
from punching her ticket to the state track meet in the two 
mile run. “Track was a confidence booster,” Siena told us. “It 
allowed me to look more realistically at getting to state for 
cross country.”

Motivated and ready to put in the effort, Siena worked 
every day of the summer in order to move closer and closer 
to her ultimate goal. When asked what the biggest keys to 
her success during cross country were, Siena replied, “Track, 
and also the hard work that we were able to put in over the 
summer. That helped a ton.”

Siena and the girls cross country team started their season at the 
Glenn Harold invitational in Watertown in August, running against eleven 
other teams. After running an exceptional race together, Siena and her 
teammate—senior Meghan Silbernagel—finished 1-2, which brought home 
the team trophy for Memorial. 

A week later, Siena and Meghan carried their momentum into the 
Verona Invitational; one of the biggest early season meets in the state. It 
featured 20 teams including the 5th ranked Middleton and 9th ranked Madison 
West. After patiently waiting for the first mile, Siena and Meghan took the 
lead and once again finished 1-2.

Siena mentioned, “It was 
surprising. I didn’t know that [the 
1-2 finishes] were going to happen, 
especially not at a meet like Verona. 
We realized that the work that we 
had put in was working and we had 
improved a lot since last year. The 
results of those races just made us 
push even harder.” 

Even though Meghan was 
sidelined midway through the season 
with a foot injury, both Siena and 
Meghan earned all-city and all-
conference awards as they prepared 
for their sectional meet; the deciding 
race for whether or not they would 
make it to state.

After a long and hard fight 
over four kilometers, Siena finished in 5th place and Meghan in 8th place. 
They both advanced to state as individual qualifiers. For the both of them, 
they had achieved their ultimate goal. “It was a goal that we both had since 
we were freshman,” Siena reflected. “It was even more exciting that we 
were able to do it together, especially during Meghan’s senior year.” They 
were the first two qualifiers for Memorial girls cross country since 2007. At 
state the next week, Siena finished 18th which tied her personal record of 15 
minutes and 1 second.

After an extremely successful season, Siena says that she fixed her 
sight on new goals for the coming year. For track, she wants to continue to 
improve as well as make it to the state in the two mile. As for next year’s 
cross country season, Siena has her eyes on the top. “It would be really cool 

to break the school record (which is only 13 
seconds faster than her current record). And it 
would be super awesome if I could medal at 
state (given to the top 10 spots). I remember 
when I was in 13th this year at state I could see 
where I needed to be to get into the top 10,” she 
said.

With her strong motivation and will to 
work, Siena Casanova will continue to be fun to 
watch.

Memorial Girls Soccer 2014
By Daniella Bosben
        If you’re interested in playing for the Memorial Girls’ soccer program, 
now is the time to get organized. I have personally been a part of the 
program for 3 years and it is both a fun way to make friends and full of great 
traditions. Girls’ soccer can teach you a lot about the sport and yourself, but 
it requires a lot of hard work.  There are many opportunities available to 
anyone interested in getting ready for the season.  We encourage all those 
interested to participate in at least one of the following activities, all of 

which are free of cost to students: 
After School Weight Trainings:   Held all Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays through March 6th from 3:30 pm to 
5:15 pm.
Captains Practices:   Tuesdays 6:30-7:30am, January 28th- 
March 18th

General Tryouts: Tryouts are scheduled for the week of March 
24th. They will be held in the field house from 8:00-10:00pm. 

In addition to the free training listed above, an afterschool 
training program will be held in January. These training sessions 
will be held every Monday and Wednesday, from January 6th 
until general tryouts, at 4:00-5:00pm. As this program does 
have a cost, we ask players to consider if they are serious about 
joining the Memorial Soccer Program before enrolling.  

For more information about Memorial Girls Soccer, 
please talk to Coach Voss in room 651.  
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Prep Profiles
Name: Jeremy Gottlieb 
Favorite Class: English with Glaaser 
Current Sport: Ski Racing 
Career Highlights: Beating West this year, and 
beating Middleton last year 
I love soccer because: It’s truly a team sport, 
where you’re only as good as your teammates 
Season goal: Win conference, win state 
Other sports: Skiing, Track? 
I love being a Spartan because: green and white 
suit me well 
Most memorable moment in sports: Winning 
conference 
Most embarrassing moment in sports: scoring an 
own goal 
Everyone on the team knows me as that guy 
who… makes the team go through the same 
warm-up routine every game 
Pregame music playlist: Fergalicious by Fergie 
Pregame fuel: Jelly Beans 
Most inspirational teammate: Hayato Ikeda 
Favorite Athlete: Marcus Fennessy 
Favorite opponent: West 
I wish I could compete against: Voss 
Favorite movie: Juno 
Favorite TV show: New Girl 
I look up to… Si from 
“Duck Dynasty” 
I can’t live without… 
Ms. Fitz 
During the Olympics 
I watched: synchro-
nized diving 
Did you know… 
Rindfleischetiket-
tierungsüberwac-
hungsaufgabenüber-
tragungsgesetz is 
the longest word in 
German. 
Post-High school 
plans: Go to college 
and study pre-med 
On the bucket list: 
Heli-skiing

Name: Swastie Bhag-
wandin 
Favorite class: I like all my 
classes 
Current sport: Tennis 
Career highlights: Making it 
to the state tournament 
I love tennis because: it chal-
lenges you mentally and 
physically and its also a life 
long sport. 
Season goal: playing in the 
state tournament. 
Other sports: none
I love being a spartan because: 
There’s nothing else better 
than being a spartan. 
Most memorable moment it 
sports: winning my first sec-
tional tennis tournament. 
Most embarrassing moment in 

sports: when I miss an easy shot. 
Everyone on the team knows me as that girl who... 
is kind and caring, and who loves to play ten-
nis. 
Pregame music: Tyga, Skrillex, Nicki Minaj, 
Drake, B.O.B, 
Pregame fuel: Cassava, yams, pasta, water, 
sleep. 
Most inspirational teammate: A girl who played 
on the tennis team last year, Kelly Shen 
Favorite athlete: Serena Williams 
Favorite opponent: Tilly and Shelby Chorney 
I wish I could compete against: Serena Williams 
Favorite movie: Dear John, The Notebook, 
Titanic 
Favorite T.V. shows:Reign,Fosters,Ravenswood,
Carrie Dairies, Awkward. 
I describe myself as: Hard working, compas-
sionate, friendly 
I look up to: My mom 
I cant live without... Tennis 
I wish I could meet: Serena Williams, Roger 
Federer, Rafel Nadal, Andy Murray. 
During the Olympics I watched: Tennis, Volley-
ball, Swimming, Track, Water polo. 
Did you know: I’m the first one in my family to 
compete at the state level. 
Post-high school plans: Go to MATC for two 
years and transfer into UW-Madison and play 
tennis. 
On the bucket list: Sky diving, play Tennis at a 
higher level, travel the world, join the peace 
core.

Name: Megan John-
son 
Favorite Class: Economics 
Current Sport: Hockey 
Career Highlights: Going 
to state twice 
I love tennis because: Its a 
life long sport that anyone 
can play 
Season goal: Becoming a 
better and more consis-
tent player 
Other sports: Hockey and 
soccer 
I love being a Spartan 
because: My whole fam-
ily has gone to Memorial 
including my parents, so 
its kind of a tradition. I 
believe Memorial is filled 
with people who genuine-
ly care, and I’m proud to be part of it. 
Most memorable moment in sports: Making it to 
state for the first time 
Most embarrassing moment in sports: Excitedly 
celebrating my first goal in high school soccer, 
when it was actually called offsides. 
Everyone on the team knows me as that girl 
who… gets pretty competitive 

Pregame music playlist: Anything catchy, prob-
ably country 
Pregame fuel: Yogurt and granola 
Most inspirational teammate: Kelly Speilman 
Favorite Athlete: Sydney Crosby 
Favorite opponent: Verona 
I wish I could compete against: Kelly Shen 
Favorite movie: Catching Fire 
Favorite TV show: Heroes 
I describe myself as: Easygoing and hardwork-
ing 
I look up to… my sister Mikayla 
I can’t live without… my pillow 
I wish I could meet: the “old” Miley Cyrus 
During the Olympics I watched: Gymnastics 
Did you know… I’m the youngest of five kids 
Post-High school plans: I hope to play college 
hockey 
On the bucket list: Skydiving

Name: Michael Bliss
Favorite Class: English
Current Sport: Soccer
Career Highlights: Winning the Conference 
Championship this season.
I love soccer because: It’s a team sport and ev-
eryone needs to work together to win.
Season goal: The 
season is over but 
winning the con-
ference champion-
ship was certainly 
a goal of ours!
Other sports: Club 
Soccer and Tennis
I love being a 
Spartan because: 
The Spartan’s love 
their sports!
Most memorable 
moment in sports: 
Scoring the win-
ning goal against 
West this year.
Most embarrassing 
moment in sports: 
Losing to Oregon this season.
Everyone on the team knows me as that guy 
who… works hard and is a team player.
Pregame music playlist: Eminem, Fort Minor, 
and whatever is on the warmup CD.
Pregame fuel: Pasta and a banana.
Most inspirational teammate: Hayato Ikeda
Favorite Athlete: Steven Gerrard
Favorite opponent: West
I wish I could compete against: A professional 
soccer team
Favorite movie: Once
Favorite TV show: The Office
I describe myself as: Hard Working
I look up to… My parents and coaches.
I can’t live without… Soccer
I wish I could meet: The Liverpool soccer team
During the Olympics I watched: Track and Field
Did you know… I travel to Rockford, Illinois 
in the winter and spring to play club soccer for 
the Rockford Raptors. 
Post-High school plans: Play soccer in College
On the bucket list: Go to a World Cup Match.

Boys Varsity Soccer Q&A
By Sam Christensen

       As the boys varsity soccer team season comes 
to an end, we stop and ask the captains of the team 
a few questions.
Jeremy Gottlieb: JG
Michael Bliss: MB
Hayato Ikeda: HI
1.) How many goals have you scored this year? 
J.G.  Zero Goals. (I’m a defender)
H.I.  I haven’t scored any goals this year.
M.B.  I have six goals this year.
2.) What position do you play? 
J.G.  Center Back
H.I.  Outside back.
M.B.  Midfield
3.) How long have you played soccer? 
J.G.  I’ve been playing soccer since kindergarden.
H.I.  Seven years.
M.B.  Ten years
4.) Favorite soccer memory? 
J.G.  Beating Middleton in a PK shootout last 
year.

H.I.  Winning Conference is definitely my favorite 
soccer memory.
M.B.  Beating West this year.
5.) How many years have you been on varsity? 
J.G.  I’ve been on the Varsity team for two years 
now.
H.I.  Two years
M.B.  I’ve been on varsity soccer for two years.
6.) Favorite player? 
J.G.  David Beckham
H.I.  Dani Alves
M.B.  Steven Gerrard 
7.) Favorite team? 
J.G.  Manchester United
H.I.  Arsenal of course.
M.B.  Liverpool
8.) Do you like Voss? 
J.G.  Of course! Especially his beard.
H.I.  Yeah man, he let us carve pumpkins!
M.B.  Yeah, he is a good guy!
9.) How many ankles do you break in a game 
on average? 
J.G.  One, if I’m lucky.
H.I.  Ankle breaks are serious injuries. I don’t feel 
comfortable discussing this topic.
M.B.  As many as I can break without breaking 
my own!
10.) How’d it feel beating west? 
J.G.  Best feeling in the world.
H.I.  It was a special win for us as a team.
M.B.  Amazing feeling to win such an important 
game. 



The Hunger Games: 
Catching Fire 
By Dane Peplinski

Catching Fire is the second installment 
to the 2012 box office hit, The Hunger Games. 
All I have to say is that this sequel is way better 
than the first one! Fans of the series won’t be 
disappointed as the sequel doesn’t stray far from 
the book. This movie has better cinematography, 
amazing special effects, and beautiful costumes.  
Effie Trinket, in particular, has some hilarious 
costumes. This one isn’t depressing as the last 
movie was. There seemed to be less focus on 
the killings, death scenes, and the games. The 
movie focuses more on the rebellion and the 
trouble facing the world of Panem. This movie 
is amazingly done and I hope it gets nominated 
for an Oscar, if not a few. The movie has an 
awesome cliffhanger ending that makes you so 
excited for the third movie, Mocking Jay. I’m 

sure all the 
Hunger 
Games fans 
are excited 
about the 
next one.  
I give this 
movie 10 
out of 10 
stars and 
definitely 
recommend 
going the 
IMAX to 
see it. The 
Hunger 
Games 
Catching 
Fire is 
worth the 
money; go 
see it in the 
theater!

Are You Ready for Some 
Basketball?

By Lorence Ayag
Fellow Spartans its about that time! Basketball 
Season is right around the corner with many 
exciting match ups to come. Just like the Football 
games, Basketball will also consist of themes to 
show school unity and spirit! Everyone is encour-
aged to wear the themes at school on game days 
and attend every game as we take our journey 
on the road to state. Some new themes this year 
that we have corporated are Animal theme, Thrift 
Shop, Hip-Hop and Gray Suits.  Animal theme al-
lows you to show your inner animal spirit. Outfits 
can include mask, shirts, pants, hats and anything 
to represent your animal! Thrift Shop is similar 
to the music video by Macklemore, by all means 
go crazy with your outfits! Hip-Hop theme can be 
baggy shirts, hats, fake chains and Gray Suits are 
your comfortable sweats and sweaters as long as 
they are gray. Here are the list of the upcoming 
games and themes, the rest of the season themes 
are still to be determined. 
Dec. 3 @ Middleton- Lax Bro
Dec. 6 Parker- Bright Out  
Dec. 12 @ East- White Out
Dec 14 West- To Be Determined (Silent Night 10 pts)
Dec 20 @ Verona- Ugly X-mas Sweater 
Jan 4 Sun Prarie- Beach Fiesta 
Jan 9 @ Craig- Show up/Spartan Pride
Jan 11 La Follette- Hip Hop 
Jan 14 Beloit- Gray suits
Jan 17 Middleton- 80’s Workout

Girls Basketball Season 
Tip-Off

By Ryan Morgan

Girls Basketball is about to start up a new season 
with an all new coach in Marques Flowers. 
Coach Flowers has been an assistant in Memorial 
Basketball for the last two years and he wants 
to bring in a new system. The Girl’s basketball 
team only has 3 returning players but they have a 
very good group of players coming up from JV. 
Coach Flowers believes that his team’s length, 
speed and quickness will be a big advantage for 
them on most nights. He also believes that when 
the new system becomes comfortable to the team, 
they will be one of the toughest teams in the 
conference and in the area. Their top competition 
this year is going to be Janesville Parker, Verona, 
Lafollette and Middleton but Coach Flowers 
believes that his team will be in the mix with 
those 4 teams. Coach Flowers said “It’s a new day 
for Girls Basketball at Memorial; we are building 
a championship culture and we have our eyes set 
on a trip to Green Bay”. Best of luck to the Girl’s 
basketball team this upcoming season and make it 
an awesome year!
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G E T  A  H E A D  S TA R T !

You are the future community leaders — 

the dreamers, innovators and entrepreneurs.

Get a head start with Summit Credit Union today!

 

Samurai Sudoku
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Horoscopes
by Madeline Haut

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)  Because of the cold weath-
er, outdoor activities become limited. Movies can be 
a great way to escape your life and put yourself in the 
footsteps and mind frame of another character. It’s an 
easy and entertaining get away, even if it is only for a 
few hours. Make a night out of it and go to a theater or stay in. 
Whichever location you choose, don’t forget the popcorn- EX-
TRA butter!

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) It’s time for a companion, a fuzzy 
one that is! A pet can be a great way to bring happiness and fun 
into your life. A small animal is low maintenance and can help 
you improve on your responsibility skills. Go to a local pet store 
and pick out a hamster or fish, name it and enjoy your new best 
friend!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)  More and more cell phone 
companies are improving or getting new smart phones which 
is a blessing and a curse. Make sure you aren’t spending too 
much time on your mobile device and not enough time with 
the people you love in the flesh. Sure, Snapchat can be a great 
way to easily talk to friends but don’t isolate yourself with social media. 
Make dates and get out there!

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)It seems you’ve been enjoying 
the company of your friends immensely which is amazing! 
Just don’t forget the people that have always been there for 
you, through thick and thin…your family! They love you 
unconditionally and maturity brings less family time and I’m 

sure they miss you. Just make sure you set time aside for your family, not 
just your friends.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)  It sounds crazy but it’s time 
to start thinking about finals. Start filing all your papers into 
categories, from useless to useful material. Get rid of all your 
clutter and create a system within your backpack that creates 
less stress. Get all your studying materials together, finish up 
the second quarter, and ace those finals!

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)  It’s time for a change! It’s crazy 
how much a small change to your do will change how you 
feel. A small change to the inside affects your inner beauty. 
Try something new next time you go to the salon, whether it 
be a cut or a color. You can go drastic or subtle but to some-

thing and have fun! It’s your time to feel confident and radiant. 

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) ‘Tis the season to be jolly! Don’t 
let anyone get you down, you deserve more than that. Just try 
to ignore the people who get you down and focus on yourself. 
It’s your life and that’s all that matters so live it to its fullest 
potential! Have fun and be jolly!!

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Hopefully you’ve been sav-
ing up your money because it’s time to get gifts, no matter 
what holiday you celebrate. The gift of giving is the best gift 
there is. Be generous and think of others rather than yourself. 
You’ll be surprised how happy you can be, even when you’re 

down a few bucks. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Winter sports are in full swing 
so head out and catch some games. Check your planner for 
the dates of upcoming sports events and be a supportive and 
active Spartan! Every sport needs some fans, so schedule your 
time wisely in order to attend as many games as possible for 
all the different winter sports. 

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) New Years is around the corner 
so it’s time to reinvigorate. Make a list of the things you 
either want to accomplish or things you want to change 
for 2014. You’d be surprised at how many things you can 
accomplish when you are able to satisfyingly cross that 

achievement off your list. Just make sure your wishes are reasonable. 

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) It’s that time of year. UGLY SWEAT-
ERS! No matter what holiday you celebrate, or if you just 
enjoy celebrating winter time, there is a sweater out there 
somewhere for you. Try places such as Goodwill and Savers 
to look for the best “worst” article of clothing. There will be 
plenty of opportunities to wear it in the near future!

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Winter break is coming up 
which means you have some free time. Figure out 
ahead of time what you want to do and make plans 
with friends ASAP so that you make sure you don’t 
get bored during all your days off, although that’s hard 
to imagine right now. Just make the most of all the 

time you FINALLY get. 

DecemberStephanie Trinkner

I’ve loved all kinds of art since I was a 
little kid; art class has been my favorite since 
kindergarten. Beginning my freshman year, I 
have tried to fit as many art classes as possible 
into my schedule. With the support of all the art 
teachers at Memorial, especially Mr. Herman: my 
ceramics and animation teacher, I have developed 

my skills a lot 
over the past few 
years. I especially 
enjoy sculpting, 
and this semester I 
am working on an 
independent study 
in ceramics so 
that I can continue 

working with clay after having 
already taken ceramics 1, 2, 
and 3. I’m hoping to include 
the pieces I make in a portfolio. 
Although I’m not sure what 
I’m going to do in college yet, 
I’m thinking about studying to 
become an art teacher. I’ve had 
some experience with this already. 
While I was in Ecuador over 
the summer, one of my favorite 
activities was doing art projects 
with the kids in the community I 
lived in. No matter what I decide 
to do as a career, I know it will 
involve art.

ARE YOU A PART OF A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION? 
AT QDOBA, WE’D LIKE TO HELP.

Qdoba hosts fundraising events on Tuesdays from 5pm-9pm 
and on Sundays from 11am-3pm. Work with our marketing 

department to select the date for your group’s event. We will 
provide you with a flyer template that you will customize and 

distribute to promote the cause. On the evening of your event, 
Qdoba will donate 10% of flyer redemption sales to your group! 
The more people you bring in, the more money your group earns. 

DONATION AMOUNTS NOW VALID ON QDOBA CATERING!

To get started, visit QdobaWisconsin.com

PUT A LITTLE SIZZLE

IN YOUR FUNDRAISING
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Favorite Music Artists According to 
JMM Teachers

By Monika Ford, with help from Cassidy Nelson & Marcus Fennessy
 Sword & Shield sat down this past week with three Memorial teachers just to get a feel of what music teach-
ers listen to. This by no means represents what every staff member in the building listens to, but we wanted to see 

what musicians were popular to them at this current time. We talked to Mr. 
Newland, Ms. Fitz, and Mr. Frontier to check out what their top artists are in 
the moment.
 Ms. Fitz enjoys “stuff that doesn’t suck” and tends to listen to music in 
her car or when grading at coffee shops. Not on her list, she commented that 
she can only listen to Bon Iver while reading Ethan Frome essays because it 
is such a gloomy topic. She repeatedly said “I don’t want to do this” when we 
spoke to her, so before glimpsing at her list, please keep in mind not to judge 
her picks because she will get defensive and feel very hurt.

- Birdy (Indie Folk)
- Mumford & Sons (Folk Rock)
- Avett Brothers (Roots Rock)
- Volcano Choir (Indie Rock)
- Arcade Fire (Indie Rock)

      
 Music, to Mr. Newland, isn’t all about the songs that have “catchy beats 
or something to hum to, but rather, those that can tell a story or conjure a world 
- sometimes with lyrics and some without.” “Music needs to be pretty versatile 
for me, because when I love an artist or become attached to a song, I beat it 
into the ground by overplaying it again and again for days, whether it be while 
driving, running, drawing, or forcing my students to listen to it -- so it usually 
needs to be instrumental. If there are lyrics though, they need to be inspired or 
witty - qualities which all of these artists have in spades. I immediately dis-
qualify any artist that drops the word “Yeah” in a song, even once.”

- Owen Pallett (Indie Pop) 
- Chris Garneau (Indie Folk) 
- Noel Coward (Crooner) 
- Django Reinhardt (Gypsy Jazz) 
- Woodkid (Neo-Folk) 

 
 When it comes to listening to music, Mr. Frontier said he listens “while 
I’m creating” and also when he is working out. Sitting down with him, he in-
serted “music has the power to match your mood or change it.” Here is his list 
of music, most of which you have probably heard before if you’ve ever hung 
around the photo lab. 

- U2 (Rock)
- Radiohead (Rock)
- Coldplay (Rock)
- Bjork (Alt. Rock/ Dance)
- Phoenix (Alt. Rock)

 Note: For other teachers or staff reading this segment, if you are inter-
ested in sharing your music preferences with the Sword & Shield, don’t be 
shy! Let us know and you could be featured in the next month’s issue.

No Shave 
November Recap 
By Sophia de Waard
 The month of November 
coming to a close brings to an 
end one of what appears to be 
Memorial’s favorite traditions: No 
shave November. A tradition that 
inspires the students of JMM, mostly 
male, to put down their razor for 
an entire month, causing some to 
look as if they have been inhabiting 
a cave for months. I was fortunate 
enough to sit down with two juniors 
Joe Venuta and Ben Schlenker, both 
participators of No Shave November 
to get all the hair details.
Who’s facial hair could you have if 
you could have anyone’s?
Ben:  Joe Boyer-Groff’s
Joe: Mr. Raabe
What prompted you to participate 
in No Shave November?
Ben: my birthday 
Joe: It’s always been an important 
cause 
How has it affected your romantic 
life? 
Ben: positively 
Joe: Ten fold
How has it affected your family 
life? 
Ben: in the exact same way it has 
affected my romantic life
Joe: they were uneasy at first but 
they support me now 
Does your facial hair have a name 
and if not why?
Ben: doesn’t have a name because all 
a name is…is a word
Joe: no name because its less of an 
object and more of a way of life and 
when’s the last time you named a 
way of life?
Would you recommend No Shave 
November to people who haven’t 
participated?
Ben: yes, I think more women should 
involve themselves in the tradition 
Joe: depends, if you haven’t done 
it might be because you can’t 
participated but if you have before 
you can and you should. 
What inspires you? 
Ben:  My brother in the Navy
Joe: Everyone who wishes they 
could grow a beard but can’t.
Do you feel like facial hair 
maximizes your masculinity? 
B: I do, it affects my masculinity 
in the exact same way it affects my 
romantic life 
J: I do, it improved mine as well as 
my own 
What separates your facial hair 
from the rest? 
B: distance
J: An all American can-do attitude 
Was this your first year 
participating in No Shave 
November? 
B: yes I was self conscious prior to 
this year. Turning 17 gave me that 
confidence 
J: yes, I wasn’t emotionally 
(physically) prepared prior to this 
year

THURSDAY:  DEC. 19, 7:30-4
FRIDAY:         DEC. 20, 7:30-4
SATURDAY:  DEC. 21, 10-2PM

THURSDAY:  DEC. 19, 7:30-4
FRIDAY:         DEC. 20, 7:30-4
SATURDAY:  DEC. 21, 10-2PM

*IN THE MEMORIAL ART GALLERY*IN THE MEMORIAL ART GALLERY
The Memorial Art Department is proud to present
a  spectacular holiday art fair presenting quality
handmade artwork at very fair prices in a rich 
range of media (ceramics, glass, metals, fabric, photos,
drawings,...).  Artwork created by local professionals,
teachers, students and other community members!
*This is an important fundraiser for the Memorial Endowment Fund 
and the Art Department Foundation Fund.  Checks accepted!  
Questions can be sent to Geof Herman: <herman@madison.k12.wi.us>

12th Annual 
JMM HOLIDAY 

ART FAIR!!

12th Annual 
JMM HOLIDAY 

ART FAIR!!



The JMM 2014 Forensics Team will be competing at State this coming weekend. To help the community 
understand what we do as a team during our season, we would like to share some of our selections with you! 

Static Electricity
 by Neil Hilborn

In 2nd grade we did an experiment with static electricity
We rubbed balloons on our heads and stuck them to walls
And kissing you is kinda like that
My hair stands on end, I get shocked when I touch things and I want to 
tell you stupid stuff like
Kissing you is a bundle of kittens colliding with my face
at .5 miles an hour
its like being shot with a dart gun made of hummingbirds
with darts made of hummingbirds
and your lips are so soft I can’t actually tell when we’re touching
like braiding hair under water 
or napping under a blanket filled with rainbows and clouds and your 
favorite books
when you kiss me the cartoon angel and devil on my shoulders climb up 
into my ears and start liking my neurons and start dancing on my brain 
stem 
and if  you were a 300 pound professional weight lifter and I were a Kia 
Sorento you could drag me anywhere 
Kissing you is patient and impossibly slow 
Like peeling paint off of a wall with glittery stickers
or cooking a turkey with a lighter
You remind me of that time in 2nd grade when this kid called me a freak 
face and stabbed me in the arm with a pencil
cause kissing you is kinda like that 
unhealthy and will probably result in disfigurement but baby
bring on the facial scars and lead poisoning
when you kiss me you are dangling me off a bridge from my belt
You are the screen door to my childhood
All teeth and swinging
so full of holes you can never keep anything in
You are every black eye
You’re a semi shark and I’m a turtle with 2 broken legs and a broken 
heart
You are illegal fireworks
falling downstairs together
driving on 4 flat tires
playing frisbee at night with a saw blade
kissing you is like falling out of a thirty seven story window
exploding into a cloud of robins
and reappearing on the ground with my mouth full of feathers
and when i can’t kiss you i try to find the static electricity in my 
apartment
i dig around in wall sockets
i change the light bulbs with my teeth
and make out with a toaster
and i know we’ve only been seeing each other for a couple weeks but
baby when you kiss me i cant remember my middle name or which one is 
my left foot
so come over tonight
we’ll shuffle around the apartment in our socks
and we’ll let our lips drift toward each other
like tectonic plates made out of kittens

OCD
by Neil Hilborn

The first time I saw her...
Everything in my head went quiet.
All the ticks, all the constantly refreshing images just disappeared.
When you have Obsessive Compulsive Disorder, you don’t really get 
quiet moments.
Even in bed, I’m thinking:
Did I lock the doors? Yes.
Did I wash my hands? Yes.
Did I lock the doors? Yes.
Did I wash my hands? Yes.
But when I saw her, the only thing I could think about was the hairpin 
curve of her lips..
Or the eyelash on her cheek—
the eyelash on her cheek—
the eyelash on her cheek.
I knew I had to talk to her.
I asked her out six times in thirty seconds.
She said yes after the third one, but none of them felt right, so I had to 
keep going.
On our first date, I spent more time organizing my meal by color than I 
did eating it, or fucking talking to her...
But she loved it.
She loved that I had to kiss her goodbye sixteen times or twenty-four 
times if it was Wednesday.
She loved that it took me forever to walk home because there are lots of 
cracks on our sidewalk.
When we moved in together, she said she felt safe, like no one would 
ever rob us because I definitely locked the door eighteen times.
I’d always watch her mouth when she talked—
when she talked—

when she talked—
when she talked
when she talked;
when she said she loved me, her mouth would curl up at the edges.
At night, she’d lay in bed and watch me turn all the lights off.. And on, 
and off, and on, and off, and on, and off, and on, and off, and on, and off, 
and on, and off, and on, and off, and on, and off, and on, and off, and on, 
and off, and on, and off.
She’d close her eyes and imagine that the days and nights were passing 
in front of her.
Some mornings I’d start kissing her goodbye but she’d just leave cause I 
was
just making her late for work...
When I stopped in front of a crack in the sidewalk, she just kept 
walking...
When she said she loved me her mouth was a straight line.
She told me that I was taking up too much of her time.
Last week she started sleeping at her mother’s place.
She told me that she shouldn’t have let me get so attached to her, that this 
whole thing was a mistake, but...
How can it be a mistake that I don’t have to wash my hands after I 
touched her?
Love is not a mistake, and it’s killing me that she can run away from this 
and I just can’t.
I can’t – I can’t go out and find someone new because I always think of 
her.
Usually, when I obsess over things, I see germs sneaking into my skin.
I see myself crushed by an endless succession of cars...
And she was the first beautiful thing I ever got stuck on.
I want to wake up every morning thinking about the way she holds her 
steering wheel..
How she turns shower knobs like she’s opening a safe.
How she blows out candles—
blows out candles—
blows out candles—
blows out candles—
blows out candles—
blows out…
Now, I just think about who else is kissing her.
I can’t breathe because he only kisses her once — he doesn’t care if it’s 
perfect!
I want her back so bad...
I leave the door unlocked.
I leave the lights on.

Hamlet
A parody by Alan Belt 

M: Brush up your Shakespeare
J: Brush up your Shakespeare 
C: Brush up your Shakespeare
M: William Shakespeare was, according to legend, the chief source of 
information on his life, born on April 21st, 
C: 22nd!
J: or 23rd!
M: and all his life kept people guessing. 
J: Shakespeare grew up in the little town of Stratford-on-Avon, learning 
small Latin and less Greek,
C: Probably because he was busy amassing the largest vocabulary in the 
English language. That is, until Noah Webster came along.
J: The theater of Shakespeare’s day was modeled on a court or in-yard.
C: The first theater was called, very sensibly, the Theater. 
C: And its one of the great works seen on this stage that we plan to strip 
of its dignity for you today... 
J: Good evening, I’m Alistair MacLean, your host for another episode 
of Masterpiece Play Acting. Welcome to Chapter 12 of Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet. Our story thus far:    
C: Hamlet has been informed by his friend Horatio that the ghost of his 
late father (the dead king) has been roaming the castle parapets at night. 
M: Well what does he look like?
J: Uh, transparent mostly. 
M: Is he at peace?
C: You tell me! Apparently the afterlife is hell.
J: Particularly when you have  been the victim of a foul and most 
unnatural murder. 
C: This is news to Hamlet. 
J: My brother Claudius killed me to be with my wife, Gertrude. 
M: Of course! He always was a womanizer. 
C: No lady in Denmark could resist his raw masculinity.
J: It’s true, I simply can’t resist the ladies.
C: You know you gotta have more than a ghost’s word that a murder has 
been committed.
M: A judge could see right through him... I pretend to be insane, having 
no fear of being committed, a little insanity being expected of royalty, 
who were usually the products of inbreeding. 
J: He tries out the scheme on his girlfriend Ophelia - who, quite naturally, 
is upset at seeing her fiancé gone berserk overnight.
M: She runs to her father Polonius, the adviser to the King.
J: How now Ophelia, what’s the matter?
C: My lord, as I was sewing in my closet -
M: She begins, without explaining why she picked a place with such 



poor lighting, 
C: Lord Hamlet, with his doublet all unbraced, not hat upon his head, his 
stockings fouled, ungartered, and down gyved to his ankle, pale as his 
shirt, and his knees knocking each other, comes before me.
J: Was he looking for the loo?
C: No, when he grabbed me by my wrist and backed away, I knew 
something was wrong. 
J: Why, was that unusual?
C: He had never backed off from me before.
J: Well now I’m uncomfortable... to the king! 
C: He says, wanting to get there before Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, 
two couriers, who, in any other time would have been members of a 
comedy team 
M&J: Or Sitcom!
C: Anyhow, Polonius wants to get to the king before Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern can find out the cause of Hamlet’s lunacy and tell the King, 
because Polonius already knows it and wants to tell the King himself.
J: I have found the very cause of Hamlet’s lunacy!
M: blurts out Polonius
J: Since brevity is the soul of wit, I will be brief.  So you see, Hamlet
M: He is anything but brief, and the speech that follows is neither short 
nor funny. 
J: And that is how you make guacamo- 
M: He believes that I am in love with Ophelia; this accounting for my 
strange behavior.
C: In the midst of all this, Laertes, Polonius’s son, packs and leaves for 
France.
J: I suggest that they test Hamlet to the King, who agrees and joins me 
hiding behind a conveniently placed curtain.
C: Hamlet enters looking ghastly.
M: I begin muttering to myself...but loud enough for the people in the 
second balcony to hear. Mutter, mutter, mutter, mutter...
C: The medical term for this sort of thing is a “soliloquy;” most of 
Shakespeare’s tragic heroes are afflicted with it at some point during their 
play.
M: To be or not to be: that is the question, 
J: Hamlet says profoundly. 
C: Then he ends up the speech with the stirring line 
M: Be all my sins remembered.
C: He wasn’t such a stick in the mud after all. 
J: Since he doesn’t know anyone is listening,
C: And he has no reason to pretend… 
M: Maybe I really am crazy. 
J: I don’t think Hamlet is in love at all, but that he must have something 
else on his mind. I decide that what Hamlet needs is a vacation, and I’m 
sending him on a trip to England. After all, his outfits always clash with 
my curtains.
C: Hamlet, for his part, isn’t growing any fonder of his uncle.
M: Bloody, bawdy villain! Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless 
villain!
C: Is the best he can say for him. But, with the help of some talented 
actors, Hamlet exposes Claudius’s crimes.
J: I am not amused.
C: And the king exits quickly and sickly.
M: I know by the king’s actions that the ghost spoke the truth about the 
murder.
C: Seized by a lust for revenge, and a desire to move the plot along, 
Hamlet goes in search of Claudius is order to kill him. He finds the king 
praying.
J: Now I lay me down to sleep…
C: And Hamlet has second thoughts.
M: If I kill while praying, the King may go to heaven. So, I will wait 
until Claudius is drunk, swearing, committing incest, or busy with one of 
his other daily pursuits.
J: Hamlet is confronted by his mother Gertrude, who happens to be the 
late king’s wife and the new king’s… wife.
C: Isn’t it nice how things work out that way? Hamlet, thou hast thy 
stepfather much offended!
J: Says the queen, who is given to understatement
C: In the course of raving to his mother, Hamlet accidentally runs his 
sword through the curtain and kills Polonius,  who had been, or course, 
hiding behind the curtain.
M: Well, that’ll teach ‘em to eavesdrop. 
C: The king decides that now would be the ripe time to ship Hamlet off 
to England.
J: Craziness, I can tolerate. But curtains are too expensive to go stabbing 
with swords. 
M: Hamlet leaves, so Ophelia takes up singing and going fruity… 
J: To thicken the plot, Laertes suddenly returns from France and makes a 
scene.
M: Scene 5.
J: Word comes that Hamlet has escaped and is heading home. I ask 
Laertes wouldn’t you like to kill the man responsible for your father’s 
death and your sister’s whackiness?
C: Laertes says:
M: Yeah.
C: He is a man of few words...
J: Gertrude enters with the mournful news that Ophelia has drowned.
M: Too much water hast thou, poor Ophelia, and therefore I forbid my 
tears.
J: Says Laertes, fearful of making things any soggier.
C: A grave is dug… Hamlet and Horatio pause over an unearthed skull
….for a few laughs. Laughs were hard to come by in Denmark. Now a 
funeral procession consisting of:
J: The king
C: The queen

M: Laertes,
J: Horatio,
M: Hamlet,
C: And Ophelia enter.
M: Everyone except Ophelia walks slowly, with downcast eyes (all move 
faces in synchrony) 
J: When Ophelia has been lowered into the grave, Laertes jumps in and 
begs them to bury him too.
M: We are in this thing together!
C: Then Hamlet, not to be outdone or out buried, jumps in the grave as 
well.
J: Laertes becomes upset: 
M: After all, whose sister’s funeral is this?
C: So he grapples with Hamlet.
M: He what?
C: He grapples with Hamlet.
J: They fight at close quarters, there not being room for anything else.
C: All the members of the court gather to see the bout,
J: And what the bout is all about.  The fight begins!
C: But, keeping with the family hour, it won’t be shown in view, but 
rather, offstage.
J: I offer Hamlet a cup of poison, and when he says he isn’t thirsty, 
Gertrude, who is, takes the cup and drinks, she isn’t heard from again.
C: Laertes wounds Hamlet with his poisoned blade - they exchange 
rapiers and Hamlet wounds Laertes 
J: Laertes tells Hamlet as he is dying:
M: The king is behind everything!
C: And then he dies. Laertes, not Hamlet.
J: Hamlet, for his part, is aware of everything except that he is still alive.
M: I am dead, Horatio.
C: He says sadly. When Horatio is not convinced, he simply reverses the 
word order.
M: Horatio, I am dead.
C: He has nothing further to say on the subject, and Horatio whispers:
J: Goodnight sweet Prince.
C: Apparently thinking Hamlet has dozed off.
M: Point of fact, I am dead, along with the queen, the king, and Laertes. 
And of course, Polonius, the old king, and Ophelia. But they died before, 
so they don’t count.
C: The place is a mess with bodies, rapiers, and empty cups everywhere. 
M: It is fortunate that at this moment Fortinbras, a Norwegian prince, 
who is next in line for the throne now that they have run out of Danes, 
arrives on the scene to 
J: Clear away the debris! 
M: Sound final fanfare! 
J:  This is Alistair MacLean with another episode of Masterpiece Play 
Acting. We hope our scholarly Sparknotes have helped you to 
M/C: Brush up your Shakespeare.


