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Badger Girls State
By Rutvi Shah

This past summer Monika Ford
and I had the opportunity to represent
JMM at UW-Oshkosh for a program
called Badger Girls State. Girls
State is a nationwide leadership and
citizenship program for high school
juniors. Delegates have the chance
to learn about local and state governments when they run for offices at
city, county, and state levels. The first
few days were overwhelming, but the experience was definitely worth
it in the end! At city meetings Badger citizens decided how their cities
would function. Badger girls ran for various positions and they introduced obnoxious ordinances; for instance, the citizens of Willow Springs
made it mandatory for everyone to yell “duck and cover” when “potentially dangerous males” were present.
One of the highlights of the week was attending the Badger Girls State
Fair because we got to see performances from some of the most talented young women from the state of Wisconsin. Later that day, we
had the opportunity to personally meet the leaders of Wisconsin as they
attended the BGS Inauguration ceremony. Although we had a busy
schedule throughout the week, everyone would always look forward to
the delicious meals offered at Blackhawk Commons. It was painful to
say goodbye because everyone became attached to each other. The girls
of my city had been extremely supportive and they cheered me on as I
campaigned for a state office. My adventures at Badger Girls State have
created memories and friendships that will last a lifetime!

Link Crew

Badger Boys
State

By Jeremy Gartland
Politics, leadership, sports,
and community. Combined,
these things begin to describe the
unique experience of Badger Boys
State. A week-long government
simulation sponsored by American
Legion, Badger Boys State (BBS)
draws high school juniors from
across the state to participate in
what for many is a life-changing
event.
Pulling up to Ripon
College, the site of BBS since
its creation, I didn’t recognize
a single face in the crowd
of my peers. What was also
clear was that no one else did
either. Realizing that we were
all in the same boat, I began to
put myself out there and meet
some new friends, despite not
having a clue as to what I was
supposed to be doing. Eventually,
the counselors gave us directions
to go to our “Cities” and I
headed to a strange place called
Ludington. Little did I know that
this city would become the site for
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campaigns, law-making, and even
nuclear catastrophes. After a day of
getting to know my fellow citizens,
I had the privilege of being elected
the Mayor of Ludington, and
with it, all of the responsibilities
of running and leading a fully
functioning city, from waste
disposal to city-level ordinances.
Working alongside each other, we
successfully overcame the many
obstacles that face a city, and in the
process created bonds that will last
a lifetime.
As the week progressed,
County and State level
governments were developed,
with campaign opportunities
mostly occurring in the workshops
held during the day focusing
on leadership, parliamentary
procedure, and public speaking.
These classes allowed us to meet
other citizens outside of our cities
and counties, as well as develop
some crucial skills necessary in
the world of politics. By the end
of the week, the 900 citizens from
across the state had elected a
BBS Governor, who, through his
campaigning and public speaking,
earned that position.
Despite failing in my
campaign to become BBS
Governor, I gained invaluable
skills and experiences that I will
cherish for a lifetime. Badger Boys
State required me to put myself
in uncomfortable situations, such

students, they will come from a peer perspective. The third week, the
teacher of the Backyard will facilitate an activity while the Link Crew
Leaders are trained on the next set of activities.
By Jane Zhang
Why Link Crew? According to research, the more smoothly
As many of you may know, there have been several major
students
can make the transition into high school, the more of them will
changes to Backyard this year. Rather than having freshman through
graduate.
By investing in the freshmen, success and graduation rates of
th
senior Backyards, most Backyards will consist of just 10 through
high
school
will increase. “It’s difficult to recover if you have a tough
th
12 grade students, while others will contain only freshmen and be
9th
grade
year
- not impossible, but difficult. That’s why schools want to
led by upperclassmen Link Crew leaders. According to Ms. Voss, the
make
the
transition
to high school as successful for as many students as
head coordinator of Link Crew, the reason for this big change is that
possible,”
as
Ms.
Voss
says.
although “[Link Crew] did a great job for Freshman Orientation, it
Link
Crew
is
an
international program that was created over
became difficult to maintain the same level of energy and connection
twenty
years
ago.
It
has
helped millions of ninth graders transition into
because life gets busy. We were trying to get the Link Crew Leaders
high
school,
with
the
key
to its success being peer role models – peers
and their 9th grade groups together outside of the school day and that’s
that
work
with,
speak
to,
and
advise ninth graders to help smooth the
very difficult due to how busy everyone is. We know that many other
transition.
Ninth
graders
are
able
to get good advice and tips on how to
schools have a regular scheduled time during the school day for the Link
succeed
at
Memorial,
Crew Leaders to meet with the 9th graders. Our logical opportunity for
and it also gives
that was Backyard.” In order to accommodate, twenty-four Backyards
upperclassmen Link
were broken up and re-assigned into other Backyards. These “empty”
Crew leaders an
backyards were then filled with classes of incoming freshmen.
opportunity to develop
Each of these ninth grade Backyards will be led by four or five
Link Crew Leaders who will have led them through freshmen orientation. leadership skills. In
the words of Ms. Voss,
In these Backyards, there will be a three week rotation. For two of
“Students can help
those three weeks, the Link Crew Leaders will lead activities with their
other students and this
freshmen in the Backyard. These activities will provide good lessons to
the ninth graders on success in school, and since they will be led by other is a win-win for all
involved.”

Badger Boys State
Continued...

Controversial Bill for
Transgender Students
Passed in California

By Sadhana Pittala
The Governor of California passed a bill recently allowing
transgender students from elementary school through High
school to choose what bathrooms they use and what gender sports
they participate in. California itself is the first state to pass such a
groundbreaking law, although, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Washington
and Colorado all have legislation in place for transgender students.
However, not everyone supports the new bill. Most of the
arguments made against the bill bring up the privacy of other students.
According to Randy Thomasson from savecalifornia.com, the law would
damage children, and that “This radical bill warps the gender
expectations of children by forcing all California public schools to permit
biological boys in girls restrooms, showers, clubs and on girls sports
teams and biological girls in boys restrooms, showers, clubs and sports
teams. This is insanity.”
When asked about their opinion of the bill, one Memorial student
felt that it “would be weird to share a shower with them,” But overall
expressed positive feelings about what the bill does in allowing all
students to be treated equally. Similar to those in California, most
students at Memorial support the bill but express concerns over their own
privacy and the possibility of the awkward situations that could arise
should such a bill be introduced.

2013 Summer Ceramic
Workshop at Art Ventures

as speaking in front
of 450 of my peers,
which made me
grow as a person and
develop my skills as a
leader. I left the week
with scores of new
friends from places in
Wisconsin that I had
never heard of before,
and connections with counselors
that will benefit me in the future.
Perhaps the greatest benefit
from my week at Badger Boys
State, however, is the knowledge
that we all have the ability to play
an integral part in our political
system. I came into the week
believing that the workings of
our government and leadership
were way over my head. That
there was no way a kid from
Madison, WI would ever be
able to have a say in legislation
and politics. Badger Boys State
helped me to realize how far from
the truth I was. If you don’t like
something the government or
administration is doing, be a part
of the process to change it. Run
for office. Protest.Vote. We have
the unique opportunity to make
our voice heard without our lives
being threatened, don’t take it for
granted.

The July, 2013 workshop at Adamah Studios (Dodgeville, WI) was
inundated with energetic and creative Memorial students, all questing to
improve their skills and expand their knowledge in the medium of clay.
The six day experience featured: visiting artists Professor David Smith
and Jennifer Mally; a fiery evening raku experience; numerous demonstrations; expansive time in the studio to develop skills and produce fine
works of art: hikes were taken; evening dances; a trip to APT and more
punctuated this rich experience.
The group was led by Instructors Geof Herman (‘77 JMM grad) and
Jacki Whisenant (‘08 JMM grad). The Memorial students in attendance
were Karen (Boyer
(‘79 JMM grad),
Alex Renier (‘09
JMM grad), Luke
Beaber (‘10 JMM
grad), Yvonne
Muller (‘11 JMM
grad), Danny Gray
(‘12 JMM grad),
Meg Hamele (‘13
JMM grad) and Joe
Boyer-Groff and
Pan Jun Rader who
are scheduled to
graduate in 2014!
You can hear more about their experience at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adMmGertEZc
And you can learn more about the workshop offerings at the ever expanding artistic campus and workshop offerings of Art Ventures:
http://www.bethelhorizons.org/Horizons/Art_Ventures/Art_ventures.html
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From the Sword & Shield

The Sword & Shield has a mission
to create a student-run newspaper
designed to give a voice to the
Madison Memorial High School
student body. The editors’ aim is
to create an informative and entertaining newspaper that focuses
on issues important to our high
school community. The students
shown here are all committed to
this mission and are available to
help all Memorial students join our
mission. All students and staff are
welcome to contribute. The paper
is available both in print and online with timely updates.
The club meets weekly in art department, 508D (aka “the painting
room”) every Tuesday after school
to discuss what articles are needed
for the paper. Once a month students stay late to work on layout.
If you are interested in contributing, you are welcome to attend a
meeting or simply contribute by
contacting an editor or the advisor
or emailing jmmswordn.shield@
gmail.com.
Photo above: Cassidy Nelson,
Monika Ford, Idris Boukahil,
Jeremy Gartland, (top row) Jane
Zhang, David Cao, Sadhana Pittala, Ryan Bruesewtitz, Nathan
Wang and Jeremy Gottlieb.

A Note From the Editor

By Idris Boukahil
Welcome, returning students and
class of 2017! Despite all of our
wishful thinking, summer has
ended and school has started. That
means waking up early, getting
to class on time, and spacing out
while staring at the clock. Some
summer habits will carry on
through the year, such as staying
up late – albeit for school instead
of for fun. All joking aside, the
new school year represents a
fresh start for both upper and
underclassmen alike. As you may
already know, homework piles
up quick so don’t procrastinate;
Memorial is blessed to have
so many great tutors (myself
included) ready to help with
any homework you may have.
Although the summer now lives
with us in our memories, we can
still enjoy the great weather and
have fun by supporting our fellow
Spartans participating in fall
sports! If you have an idea for the
Sword and Shield or want to write
an article yourself, contact us at
jmmswordnshield@gmail.com.
All the best,
Idris
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News of the
Summer

By David Cao
Here are the top five news stories you may have
missed this summer.
1. NSA Whistleblower Edward Snowden:
Known as a traitor in some parts of the
world and a hero in other places, Edward
Snowden was a United States NSA (National Security Agency) computer specialist
who revealed details of several top secret
United States and British government surveillance programs to the world.

But on June 30th, 2013, massive demonstrations were held all across Egypt, calling
for President Morsi’s resignation from office. The Egyptian army threatened Morsi
that if he didn’t meet the protester’s needs
by July 3rd, there would be a military coup.
And three days of anti-Morsi protests, Morsi was removed from office and replaced by
Adly Monsour on July 3rd. He was removed
from the presidency and charged with murder and conspiring with Hamas, an Islamist
organization. However, after Morsi’s removal, protests have fiercely continued.
Clashes between security forces and
protesters have caused major casualties. The
death toll in the violence that has engulfed
Egypt has jumped to over 600 dead since
the inception of the violent protests.

Snowden uncovered the first set of leaked
documents in Hong Kong using Britain’s
“The Guardian” newspaper and help from
two journalists Glenn Greenwald and Laura
Poitras. The leaked documents were exposed in an interview, showing the U.S.
government court order that forced Verizon
to give the phone records of millions of
Americans to the NSA surveillance program
called PRISM.

3. Syria’s Chemical Weapon Usage Crisis:
Hundreds of Syrian civilians are dead and
thousands are injured after an alleged chemical
weapons attack on
August
19th.
GovernMore and more documents had been
ment
leaked out. Some additional information
and
disclosed from Hong Kong included details
opposition forces have accused each other
of the U.S. spies hacking into Chinese moof unleashing poison gas near Syria’s capital
bile phone companies to steal text messages,
Damascus. The United Nations chemical
and also the NSA hacking into Beijing’s Tsweapons investigation team came to look
inghua University and the Asian fiber-optic
for attack evidence and was fired upon by
network operator called Pacnet.
snipers.
The NSA, using Stellar Wind, had also
The United States states that the Syrbeen collecting vast amounts of records
ian government should be held accountable
including the email and internet usage of
for the incident, but the government and
Americans. In another Guardian interview,
President Assad denies all claims of chemiSnowden elaborated that using the NSA’s
cal weapon usage. U.S. Secretary of State
X-Keyscore program, he could read any inJohn Kerry accused Syria of covering up the
dividual’s email, Facebook chats or private
chemical weapon attack evidence.
messages, and monitor browsing history and
internet activity.
4. Zimmerman Trial: The State of Florida
v. George Zimmerman trial started on June
After Snowden’s stay in Hong Kong, he
24th and
flew to Russia and stayed in the Moscow
was preairport transit area for over a month, continsented
ually disclosing top secret documents to the
to the
st
world. And on August 1 , he was granted
jury for
temporary asylum in Russia for one year,
deliberaand now lives in Russia.
tions on
July 1th.
After 16
hours of
difficult
deliberation over the course of two days, the verdict
was returned not guilty on all counts.

2. Egypt Ousts President Morsi, Protests
Continue: President Mohamed Morsi was
Egypt’s first democratically elected president. He was elected on June 24th, 2012.

second-degree murder.
The prosecution was intent that Zimmerman shot Martin just because he was
looking for “people who didn’t belong,” and
also profiled Martin as “someone about to
commit a crime in his neighborhood.” On
the other hand, the defense argued that Mr.
George Zimmerman shot Martin after Zimmerman was “sucker punched in the face,
and had his head hammered against the
ground.” It was purely out of self-defense.
After a long trial and two days of deliberation on the hard evidence, the jury came
out with a verdict of not guilty on seconddegree murder and the lesser charge of manslaughter. The jury consisted of all females,
none of them African American; five jurors
were White, one was Hispanic.
The followers of the Trayvon Martin
trial are all divided equally in opinion. Supporters of Zimmerman were happy the jury
took the side of Zimmerman’s claim that he
shot Martin in self-defense, while Martin
supporters urged federal officials to take action and reconsider.
5. Japanese Upper House Election, Shinzo
Abe: Current Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe and his Liberal Democratic
Party won the Japanese Upper House Elections, which was held on July 21st, 2013. In
December 2012, Abe had already dominated
the Lower House elections.
With Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party
(LDP) win in the Japanese Upper House
Elections, Abe now has a majority of twothirds in both houses. With this majority,
Shinzo Abe has implemented his program
to boost the Japanese economy called “Abenomics.” Abenomics includes an increase
in public infrastructure spending as an economic stimulus and the devaluation of the
yen.
Not only does Abe want to use his house
majority to enlarge the Japanese economy,
but he wants to use it to revise the Japanese
constitution. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
wants to change the Pacifist Constitution
from World War II so he can expand Japan’s
military size and strength. Abe wants the
right for Japan to engage in more than self
defense.
Japan’s unveiling of its biggest warship
on August 23rd gave rise to concerns about
the country’s military buildup. Although
the vessel appears to be an aircraft carrier—which is against the Pacifist Constitution—the Japanese calls their new warship a
helicopter-carrying destroyer.

This trial stemmed from the shooting of
17-year-old African American high school
student named Trayvon Martin on the night
of February 26th, 2012. Martin was shot by
George Zimmerman, a 28-year-old mixedrace Hispanic, who was the neighborhood
watch coordinator; he claims that he shot
Trayvon Martin out of self-defense. However, there was no evidence to support Zimmerman’s claim and he was charged with

Snowden and Europe
By Jeremy Gottlieb

Edward Snowden’s recent leaks concerning information on widereaching government spying by the National Security Agency (NSA)
has led to outrage across not only the US, but also the world. In the
US, reactions to the NSA revelations have been primarily focused on
the organizations large collection of phone records. In Europe, though,
responses to the leaks have been heightened due to
the recent discovery that the agency has been also
collecting phone and internet records in Germany.
It has long been known that countries, even
allies, spy on each other. But when such a large secret
is exposed, and when it occurs to be a government
spying on citizens, not just other governments, it
sparks outrage.
The European Parliament will be holding
a series of hearings, calling Snowden; Glenn
Greenwald, the man who reported the leak; and other
NSA whistleblowers, to comment on the European

end of the NSA spying. However, Snowden will likely not appear
because of his unsteady state of asylum in Russia.
Most recently, reports have come from the German magazine,
Der Spiegel, that the NSA has been tapping the UN building in New
York. The magazine quotes one document saying, “The data traffic
gives us internal video teleconferences of the United Nations (yay!),”
according to a Reuters report. Likewise, Der Spiegel, also reported that
the NSA planted bugs in the European Union’s office and consequently
infiltrated their computer networks.
The UN has not directly commented on any
of this yet, but said “international treaties protect its
offices and all diplomatic missions from interference,
spying and eavesdropping.”
It will be interesting to see the reaction Europe
has to the United States’ global surveillance. Tensions
are running high, and seems that every day more
classified documents and revelations about US spying
are leaked. It is only time before relations start to falter.
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Horoscopes

A Fans Guide to
Memorial Football

By Ryan McCarthy
After much anticipation from players and fans alike, football
season is finally upon us. There’s something about football games
that always seems to usher in the fall, rejuvenate our Spartan pride,
and bring us together as a family while we begin the new school year.
Attending the games is a unique experience regardless of what grade
you’re in, or even your knowledge of the sport. Many freshmen that
don’t know the rules of the game or even dislike the sport have become
avid fans by their senior year. Everyone should attend at least one
football game regardless of your interest in the sport. You never know,
you might find yourself a little more interested than you thought you
would be!
Being in the student section is not the same as simply watching
the game. The students’ enthusiasm and loudness has a direct impact on
the morale and momentum of the game. If the other team has a spree of
good plays, and our student section is completely quiet, it guarantees
them the momentum of the game. It is extremely important that
everyone tries their hardest to be engaged in the game, no matter how
far up in the stands you may be. Our student section greatly affects how
people view our school as a whole. After all, other than sporting events,
there are few times when our entire student body is together for the
public to see. Nothing looks worse than a disinterested student section.
Your enthusiasm does make a difference.
In addition to cheers, specific themes are picked out for each
game such as beach fiesta, hunting gear, and Spartan pride. Dressing
according to the theme is one of the most important components
of a successful student section. By following the theme, we appear
organized and enthusiastic about attending Memorial. Not only does it
express pride, but wearing something that doesn’t fit the theme can be
slightly humiliating and uncomfortable. That being said, we understand
that some of the themes are a little strange and not everyone has clothes
to match. However simply asking friends or taking a trip to Savers or
Goodwill before the game can help you be prepared for only a couple
dollars. The themes are usually similar for football and basketball
games throughout each year, so making a small investment in clothes to
match the theme might be a good idea if you plan on attending sporting
events regularly throughout your high
school career. By coming to the games
you are agreeing to cheer and to follow
the theme as best as you can; not only
does it motivate the team, but it makes
the experience more fun for everyone,
too!
It’s an exciting year for Spartan
football, and with the support of the
fans through thick and thin, it should be
one for the books. Any information or
questions you have can be answered on
the official Memorial football fan page, Brandon Toman, Ben Horman, Ryan
which you can find at Facebook.com/
Bruesewitz, Daurice Fountain
MemorialFootball. The schedule and
according themes for each game are
posted there, as well as any updates
or information regarding various
things such as student tailgates
before the games. You can also
follow us on twitter at Twitter.com/
JMMFootballFans. Let’s make this the
most engaged and energetic football
season yet! I hope to see you all at
Mansfield, and as always, go Spartans!
Ryan Murphy, Jack Andringa

Football Game Schedule &
Theme

9/6 @ East --Black Out
9/12 @ West -- USA
(Mansfield stadium, athletic passes not valid)
9/20 @ Verona --80’s Workout
9/27 vs. Sun Prairie --Hunting Gear
10/4 @ Janesville Craig-- Green Out
10/11 vs. Lafollette --Pink Out/Breast Cancer Awareness
10/18 vs. Beloit --Spartan Pride
(homecoming game)

(below), Mitchell Maier, Sam Caravello, last photo: Sasha Mashchenko, Tatum Jones
Lily-Pearl Schappe-Youens, Claire Franken

by Monika Ford
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Your birthday is coming up soon.
I feel a surprise party in store for you. Also, the results from
your driver’s test will be of merry good news.
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) School may start off slow, but it
will pick up quickly. Beware procrastination. It may be the
ruin of you.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) You will find much luck in
your search for a parking spot every morning.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Fall sports may allow you to
eat more than usual. But as soon as that season ends, make
sure you aren’t overeating.
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Use your planner. At the very
least, you can use it to doodle in class with.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Remain positive! The sun’s still
shining somewhere so act like it’s always beaming on you.
Enthusiasm is the key to success.
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) Summer was pretty awesome for
you. Don’t let school starting ruin your vibe-- you can still
have a great time!
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Keep up that social life of
yours, but don’t forget to treat yo’self. Always take a moment to relax and indulge yourself with some lone time.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Don’t let all that drama from
last year or this past summer seep into this school year. Take
a breath, relax, and try to stay out of anything too hectic.
Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) With organizations and clubs
commencing, make sure you get your priorities straightened.
Make a to-do list and get work done!
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) Nobody’s excited to start having to
slip into pants. But hey, you can totally rock those jeans.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Back hurting? Try placing some
items from your backpack into your locker to relieve stress.
It will keep everything organized a bit more too.

Why Spartan Cards

By Jeremy Gartland
“OK, you can do this,” I psych myself up as I put on my most
pitiful, puppy-dog face and prepare to walk up to the door. I ring the
doorbell. This should be an easy sell, a sweet old lady just down the
street from my own house. I run through my lines as the door begins
to open, but before I can even say, “Good afternoon ma’am, I play
football for the Memorial Spartans,” the sweet old lady informs me that
somebody else has already come to her door. I’m too late. I want to cry.
Each August, fall, winter, and spring athletes alike dread the
coming of Memorial Athletics’ fundraiser, Spartan Cards. Athletes often
wonder why we continue to sell the discount cards in our community
year after year. The fact is: they work. Here are some of this year’s
numbers behind how Spartan Cards fund Memorial athletics.
Price per card: $20
Number of cards sold: 4266
Amount raised in 2013: $72,000 (record high)
Amount raised since 2001: $900,000
What do Spartan Cards fund?
- Equipment and uniform needs
-

Transportation costs due to unexpectedly large teams

-

Locker room upgrades (i.e. new lockers)

-

Scoreboard replacement in Mansfield Stadium

-

New weight room equipment for use by all students

Spartan Cards may seem tedious and difficult to sell, but they
continue to fund Memorial’s winning tradition in sports, and according to
Athletic Director Jeremy Schlitz, “(They) will continue to do so for years
to come!”
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By Monika Ford
1. Get involved, meet new people, open up. Blah blah blah. Duh. This
stuff should be pretty obvious by now, kids. I wasn’t a popular person at
all when I entered high school (not trying to say I am now either), but I am
so glad I was smart enough to get involved right off the bat. I have found
great success in my high school career because I was willing to initially put
myself out there and go for the things I knew I wanted. Whether it’s becoming the lead in a play, running for class officer, or making a varsity sport, if
you don’t try it, you will never obtain it. Essentially, all I am trying to say
to you younglings is that success takes perseverance and time. Plus, why
not make something of these four years? If you don’t, they might basically
suck. If you don’t wish to take it from me, then I am offended. Nevertheless, I will just keep suggesting that you do. Hey, I understand the whole “I
don’t care about this place” vibe that many students have. But if you don’t
start caring, then you’ll never have a good time. To cut it short, I will say
what I should’ve said in the first sentence: care about something. Anything. Whatever. Just find something that allows you to be happy, involved,
dedicated. That is where you will find the greatest success in these next four
years. Moving on.

Summer Lovin’,
had me some Fun!

2. Read all of your English books. Seriously people, it is so bogus if you
don’t. Confession time: I love reading, and yes, I have read all the books
required of me. No sparknotes for me. Nay, I say. It really does help you
understand whatever essay or assignment you have to complete. If you are
one of those people who simply hates reading, this is for you. If you have
major difficulties reading, hiding from the truth will never help you. Suffer
through it now so that later in life you don’t have to be stuck behind all your
peers. Also, if you just cannot find the book you have to read at all interesting, then make it interesting. Imagine all the characters naked, and then see
how you like it. (I used that one for The Scarlet Letter––it worked wonders,
and I got an A on the paper.) Anyway, that is just one option. Do you.
Note: I didn’t actually imagine all of the characters naked in The Scarlet
Letter. As I said earlier, I really do enjoy reading, so there was no need to
picture Chillingworth that way...but I did get an A on the paper. FYI.
3. Advocate for yourself. Don’t be that kid who has your parents do everything for you. (I mean, if they want to pack your lunch for you, then by all
means, let them.) What I am trying to convey is that you should be the one
going in and talking to your teacher about some discrepancy. Stand up for
yourself, my friend. (Note: You’re probably not my friend, but I’m starting
to get more comfortable here, so bear with me. Correction: You’re probably
not my friend, yet. *Imagine me winking*) Now, future friend, please don’t
assume this means you should be a rude munchkin to said teachers. Be nice
about it, okay? (Rude munchkin: a word that is in my personal dictionary to
mean being totally rude and sly, and possibly using some inappropriate language.) These strange, lanyard-wearing creatures that we call teachers are
reasonable people. Also, I feel as if people always say this, but it is totally
true: don’t be frightened to ask questions. On that note, here’s one other
thing. Teachers can be friends. Not in some scandalous way, of course, but
hey, it shouldn’t feel taboo to talk to your teacher in a casual and friendly
manner (remember, not too friendly). They were in our shoes once, so they
tend to have some awesome things to say (life lessons and what not). I’m
not saying you should pick favorites. What I am saying is that it’s always
cool to have that teacher/staff member that you can really relate to and talk
to, whether it’s involving school, or some juicy gossip (or I guess that emotional stuff too). Also, your principals, secretaries, and counselors are some
people that you should really start your high school career getting along
with. Recap: Be independent, don’t be afraid to ask questions, make new
friends, friends can equal teachers, teachers and other staff can be pretty
important to you, so be nice to them all. Good.
4. Friends. Oh yes, friends. You really cannot survive high school without
friends. Friends are there for you and help you get back on your feet. They
are also the only people that aren’t that embarrassed to be seen around you.
(Be grateful about that.) They’ll rock out with you at Homecoming and let
you borrow a pencil when you need one (until the 17th time, then you’ll
probably have to find new friends). Overall, they are the people that, yes,
you may know for the rest of your life. But, they may not be. Don’t freak
out about that. Also, middle school, known in my life as the “awkward time
that I am now ashamed of,” isn’t the same as high school. Be ready for
that. Friends may not simply transfer over now that you’re in high school.
Friendships are like marriages (or so I’ve been told)––you do have to keep
working to maintain them. Sure, some may fail, but some will also be
mended and last a long time. (And, unlike marriage, you can legally have as
many friendships as you wish.) Go with the flow. On to number five.
5. It’s just high school. In case you forgot, this is just a reminder. Four
years of your life. I know, right? Crazy stuff. Right now I am imagining
myself as a 40-something-year-old going, “Wow, and I thought it was a big
deal.” Don’t get me wrong, high school is an important stepping stone but
it is also a small fraction of the years you have in life to do something truly
amazing. Maintain that GPA, do your homework, stay out of trouble––yeah,
that’ll get you into college. But make some memories here too. Don’t make
these four years some mindless gap in your life. No. You start becoming
a real person now (okay, you have always technically been a real person I
guess, not the point). Develop yourself and your relationships with others.
At the very least, it is great practice for the “real world.” At the very least.
High school should be stressful, yet fun; intense, yet surprising; frustrating,
yet ridiculously awesome. It is your time to shine, and I am here pointing
the spotlight on you. So go and do. (If you have stage fright, imagine I’m
not putting you in the spotlight. Whatever. You get the idea, I hope.)

If you have cool pics throughout the year that you would like
printed in the Sword & Shield, please see Ryan Bruesewtitz!

Photographers; Sam Christensen, Kayla Goetz, Mitchell Maier, Dan Girkin, Kayla Goetz, Reggie Roemer. Monika Ford and Paulina Herr

Advice to Freshmen

Advice to
Sophomores–

That’s right, we haven’t forgotten about you guys!

(Attention: I am now wearing my sassy pants, so be advised and read
with your sense of humor intact.)
1. Don’t be annoying. Seriously. I would be so upset if you all were. (I
suppose this applies to anyone reading.)
2. Congrats, you have made it through one-fourth of high school. Too
bad, you are still underclassmen. Yes. That is right. So stay out of the
senior lot (that goes to you Juniors too).
3. Don’t be so loud and obnoxious in the hallways––last year was bad
enough.
4. You are now able to drive. (Well, some of you.) Be responsible on
the road. For your own safety, but especially for mine.
5. College apps will come soon enough. Everything you do can either
hurt or help you. Be aware of that. Might as well take the ACT or SAT
early and get some practice in before it really starts to count.

Advice to
Upperclassmen––

Meh, you’re too sassy to listen anyway.* Go do.

*Fitz approves this message
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Notable September TV Premiers
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The X Factor - FOX - 7PM September, 11, 2013
Bones - FOX - 7PM September 16, 2013
Dancing With The Stars - ABC - 7PM September 16, 2013
New Girl - FOX - 8PM September 17, 2013
The Mindy Project - FOX - 8:30PM
September 17, 2013
Key and Peele - Comedy Central 9:30PM September 18, 2013
The Emmys - CBS - 7PM
September 22, 2013
How I Met Your Mother - CBS 7PM September 23, 2013
The Voice - NBC - 7PM September 23, 2013
NCIS - CBS - 7PM - September 24,
2013
Modern Family - ABC - 8PM
September 25, 2013
CSI - CBS - 9PM September 25, 2013
Nashville - ABC - 9PM September 25, 2013
South Park - Comedy Central - 9PM September 25, 2013
The Big Bang Theory - CBS - 7PM September 26, 2013
Parks and Recreation - NBC - 7PM September 26, 2013
Glee - FOX - 8PM September 26, 2013
Grey’s Anatomy - ABC- 8PM September 26, 2013
Two and a Half Men - CBS - 8:30PM September 26, 2013
Parenthood - NBC - 9PM September 26, 2013
Hawaii Five-0 - CBS - 8PM September 27, 2013
Saturday Night Live - NBC - 10:30PM September 28, 2013
Once Upon A Time - ABC - 7PM September 29, 2013
The Simpsons - FOX - 7PM September 29, 2013
Family Guy - FOX - 8PM September 29, 2013
The Good Wife - CBS - 8PM September 29, 2013
The Mentalist - CBS - 9PM September 29, 2013
Amazing Race - CBS - 7PM September 29, 2013

Andy Gray on Releasing His
Premier Album On Itunes
“It all started when I bought an Irish tin whistle on my family’s trip to
Ireland. While driving on the incredibly narrow and terrifying country
roads, I continuously annoyed my family with a tune I had come up
with. Upon my return home, I had written some lyrics to go along with
it (it became ‘Brighter Day’). Since I had been used to recording music,
I thought it would be cool to start recording a number of songs with a
folksy/gentle/alternative sound like ‘Brighter Day.’ It eventually turned
into a full album, and now people can listen to it as much as they like,
which is all I’ve ever hoped for with the music that I write. I plan to keep
releasing as much music as I can until my brain decides to call it quits on
thinking of riffs and rhymes.”
You can purchase his album “Songs From The Heart and Other Vital
Organs” for $8.99 on Itunes

Explore and
Experience Europe,
Summer 2014
The Memorial Art Department
is offering a unique opportunity for students, parents and
staff to explore four dynamic
and diverse world class cities in the summer of 2014.
We will begin our adventure
in culture in historical London,
proceed to the beauty of Paris, followed by the warmth of Barcelona
and ending in the Spanish capital
of Madrid. The trip’s itinerary is
designed to provide cultural, culinary, historical, artistic, architectural and more experiences. Presently almost 30 people (students,
parents, and staff) have signed up,
yet there is still space
for the curious and
intrepid adventurer...
but please act soon!
If you are interested in
learning more you can
do any or all of the
following:
1. Join our facebook
page:
https://www.facebook.
com/JMMArt2014Europe

2. You could view our promotional/informational video:
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=FMugW-LNnoY
3. You could contact our trip’s organizer who will be glad to answer
your questions and provide you
with an information packet:
Geof Herman: (608) 663-6109,
<herman@madison.k12.wi.us>
We have carefully selected both
a phenomenal itinerary and the
perfect agency to make sure our
trip delivers the highest quality.
Mr. Herman recently returned from
a reconnaissance mission to London and Paris and is tremendously
excited to know that he is headed
back there next summer with his
friends and coworkers and a great
group of students and parents.
Simply put, this will be an amazing adventure! See you soon...

September Album Releases:

This September you can expect new albums from:
Jack Johnson, MGMT, Kings of Leon, The Weeknd, Grouplove, Justin Timberlake, Janelle Monae, Arctic Monkeys, 2 Chainz, Metallica, just to name
a few. So keep your ears peeled.
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