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NULLI
SECUNDUS

By Thejas Wesley, Photos by Monika Ford
It lined the backs of shirts worn by countless
Memorial fans, swimmers, and parents: Nulli secundus—
Latin for “Second to none.” Maybe it’s cocky, but not for
Memorial’s Boys Swimming team, who cruised to their third
straight State Championship on Saturday, February 16 at the
UW Natatorium.
The team was seeded way ahead of their biggest
threat, West, but they didn’t indulge in their more or less
80-point cushion. They were focused, ready, and confident,
without relaxation or arrogance. After their win, Head Coach
Paul Eckerle talked about his team’s attitude leading up to the meet: “The
mindset was to show up on the day of the meet and show that we’re the
best.” And they didn’t let any team forget that. The Spartans won with
an outstanding 110-point margin over rival West, and finished with a
total score of 316 points. The last Division 1 team to break 300 was…
Memorial, last year. But before that it was Arrowhead in 2004. That was
one of their goals, Coach Paul said, to break 300. But the bigger hope
was that everyone would move up ahead of his seeded place, and almost
everyone did.
Perhaps the most dramatic example of moving up was Nick
Menninga’s performance in the 100-Yard Freestyle. Nick swam in lane
7—the sixth seed—which isn’t good since it’s harder to tell what’s going
on in the race. Nick had beaten everyone in the race before; however,
he had a bad swim at Sectionals, and Sectionals determines the seeds
at State. He was confident, but coming into the last stroke, he saw
everyone else’s arms reaching for the wall. Recalling his thoughts from
that moment, Nick said all he was thinking was “Touch the wall, Nick!”
He touched it, and it turned out he touched it first, securing his State
Championship in the event. It was his second individual title of the day.
The first came when he won the 50 Free with an All-American qualifying
time of 20.81 seconds. Even so, the 100 still means more to him, Nick
said, because of the pacing, strategy, and technique involved with the
longer race.
Nick would go on to help two relays—the 200 and 400
Freestyles—win gold, making him the only swimmer at the State meet
with four first place finishes. Looking back on his freshman year, with,
according to him, his awkward stroke and lack of strength, Nick says
four State titles seemed like “an unreachable goal.” But his hard-work,
like all Memorial swimmers, paid off. And the work paid off in exciting
fashion.
In the 200 Freestyle Relay, the Spartans were several strokes
behind at the end of the third leg. Anthony Walker, who led off the race,
thought “it was going to be a tough one to come back even with Nick
swimming.” But Nick was catching West’s Andrew Lindstrom with
every stroke, and buoyed by Nick’s extraordinary 19.95 second split (it’s
very rare to break 20 seconds), Memorial swam to victory and another
event State Championship with an All-American qualifying time. Alex
Peterson-Weber and Nathan Eckerle rounded out Memorial’s relay.
Jeremy Temprano was Memorial’s other individual State
Champion. He won the 200 Yard Individual Medley against two-time
State Champion Alex DeLakis from Eau Claire Memorial/North. “I did
feel a lot of pressure because I knew I had a good shot at winning it, but
the only thing on my mind was my race,” Jeremy explained. The only
thing on his mind after the race was his win. And he showed it, with arms
thrown up and a roar echoing throughout the Natatorium—victory in his
eyes.
Only later did Jeremy realize the significance of his win: “I
realized [that] that swim could have opened doors for me in my college
decision.” Jeremy is referring to the possibility of his swimming for UW.
UW has already given their one swimming scholarship to none other than
Alex DeLakis, but Jeremy’s victory over DeLakis may provide Jeremy
with a place on the Badger squad. He is also considering swimming for
Iowa.
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Memorial Debaters at Harvard

Photos by Daniel Li (Everyone)
From left to right:
Vishal Narayanaswamy, Brian Luo, Anupama
Bhattacharya and Daniel Li, debate coach Tim
Scheffler, Luke Gangler, and Edwin Wu in front
of the Boston Skyline.

Two weeks ago, members of Memorial’s debate team spent their
Presidents’ Day weekend competing at a debate tournament in
Cambridge, MA. Luke Gangler, Edwin Wu, Daniel Li, Anupama
Bhattacharya, Vishal Narayanaswamy, and Brian Luo represented
Memorial in the 39th Annual Harvard National Invitational Forensics
Tournament. Here’s what they had to say about the whole experience:
S&S: How did you guys prepare for the tournament?
Luke: Prep was mostly done with partners, writing cases, etc. (standard
debate preparation).
S&S: How did the teams do?
Daniel: Anupama and I had a 3-3 win-loss record, Luke and Edwin, 2-4,
and Brian and Vishal, 2-4.
Edwin: Nobody from our team broke (moved on to elimination rounds),
but it was a great experience for the underclassmen to get national circuit
experience, and also a great way for the seniors to end the debate season.
S&S: Any highlights?
Edwin: Vishal’s strange obsession with the Indian restaurant Chutney’s,
playing board games until 3-4am.
Daniel: Meeting teams from all across the country. Getting judged by
a Wisconsin judge (what are the chances?!). Playing Apple-to-Apples.
Crashing at Michelle Yang’s dorm in Eliot House. Hahahaah, I agree that
Vishal’s obsession was definitely a highlight.
Vishal: Obsession? Surely you jest.
S&S: What did you think of the Harvard/Boston area?
Luke: The Harvard campus and facilities are beautiful, and downtown
Boston was great--lots of history. We had a group hug at the Boston
Massacre sight, unknowingly.
S&S: What’s next for the Debate team?
Edwin: For most of us, the debate season is over until next year, but
quite a few of the debaters are involved with forensics and Congressional
Debate. Luke Gangler and I are headed to nationals in Public Forum
Debate in June.
Photo by Daniel Li (Jump 1)
From left to right:
Brian Luo, Anupama
Bhattacharya and Daniel Li,
Luke Gangler, and Edwin Wu.

Photo by Daniel Li (Jump 2, right>)
From left to right:
Luke Gangler and Edwin Wu.

Photo by Daniel Li (Jump 3)
From left to right:
Brian Luo, Vishal
Narayanaswamy, Anupama
Bhattacharya, Luke Gangler,
and Edwin Wu.

ACT!

Best High School
in the District!
By Amol Rajesh

A recent release of school report cards by the Wisconsin Department
of Instruction rated Memorial better than any other high school in the
MMSD (Madison Metropolitan School District) with a rating of 73.6 that
“exceeds expectations”. Here are the ratings of the MMSD High Schools
• Memorial: 73.6 “Exceeds expectations”
•

West : 68.8 “Meets expectations”

•

Lafollette : 64.7 “Meets expectations”

•

East: 55.6 “Meets few expectations”

How were the schools rated? What were the metrics? I discuss this
briefly below. The Department of Public Instruction (DPI) produces
report cards for every school in Wisconsin. These School Report Cards
give information about the progress for four Priority Areas:
• Student Achievement – performance on the WKCE (Wisconsin
Knowledge and Concepts Examination) and WAA-SwD (Wisconsin Alternate Assessment for Students with Disabilities) in reading and mathematics
•

Student Growth – improvement over time on the WKCE in reading and mathematics

•

Closing Gaps – progress of student subgroups (students with
disabilities, economically disadvantaged, etc.) in closing gaps in
reading and mathematics performance and/or graduation rates

•

On-track and Postsecondary Readiness – performance on key
indicators of readiness for graduation and postsecondary pursuits,
whether college or career

According to the DPI, schools received a score from 0-100 for each
Priority Area. These scores are included on each School’s Report
Card. More detailed Information is available from the website http://
reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/rc_districts for any district in the state, and from
the website http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/rc_madison, for any school in
MMSD. The DPI also reported performance on three so-called Student
Engagement Indicators. Each indicator has a goal, which if not met,
resulted in a point deduction from the schools’ overall score. The DPI
gives the following indicators:
• Test Participation Rate, with a goal of 95 percent test
participation for all students and each student subgroup.
Rates between 85 percent and 95 percent received a five-point
deduction. Rates below 85 percent received a 10-point deduction.
• Absenteeism Rate, with a goal of 13 percent or less. Rates of
attendance were measured as the number of days that a student
attended school, divided by the number of possible days they
could have attended during the school year. If the goal was not
met, the school received a five point deduction.
• Dropout rate, with a goal of six percent or less. Five points were
deducted for schools that did not meet this goal.
A school’s Overall Accountability Score places the school into one of
five Overall Accountability Ratings:
• Significantly Exceeds Expectations
• Exceeds Expectations
• Meets Expectations
• Meets Few Expectations
• Fails to Meet Expectations
Aren’t you glad to be part of the best high school in the district?
Sources: http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/rc_districts, http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/rc_madison

A Little Bit
of Kindness
Goes A Long
Way
By Alisha Vavilakolanu

If you have been on
Facebook in the past couple
of weeks, chances are
that you have noticed the
stream of compliments on
your news feed! These little bits of kindness are made possible by the
new James Madison Memorial High School Compliments page. With
this page, students and teachers can send out anonymous compliments
to other students and teachers within the JMM Community. These
compliments not only boost confidence and put smiles on faces, but
they also bring our entire school together. Reading all the beautiful
compliments about friends, teachers, and classmates inspires even more
compliments to be sent in! If you haven’t already visited this page, go
ahead and do that! Read a compliment, send a compliment, and share the
smiles! Kindness truly is contagious :)

By Rebecca Anderson
Juniors, are you ready for
the ACTs? Have you been taking
practice tests, reading word lists,
and writing essays? Or is this
article an unpleasant reminder
of that test you thought was
months away? Well, you better
start preparing now, because the
school sponsored ACT for juniors
is on March 19th! That’s right, you
have less than a month left, but
don’t worry; it’s not too late to get
some studying in. If you take a
deep breath and look through your
options, you’ll realize there’s a lot
you can still do.
So, for those of you
who have done no preparation
whatsoever, you’ll first need to
figure out what this ACT thing is.
The ACT is a lot like the SAT, in
that it has different sections that are
focused on certain subjects, but the
ACT has more sections-English,
Math, Reading and Science. The
test Memorial is providing also
has a 30 minute Writing section,
which may explain why your
teachers have been strangely
focused on writing this year. With
this addition, the ACT takes a
little over four hours to finish.
Yes, that means four hours spent
taking a single test, but that also
means four hours to show colleges
how amazing you are. The SATs
and ACTs are your best chance
to make up for a year with bad
grades, or just cement that college
application.
Now that you know what
you’re in for (and how important
the ACT is), it’s time to actually
start studying. If you’re serious
about preparing, then you should
get ahold of an ACT prep book.
You can buy one online, get one
out of your public library, or
borrow one from an older friend
or sibling. This book has practice
tests, explanations for right and
wrong answers, and an in-depth
look at the Writing section. It
also has test-taking strategies and
reviews important ideas from
each section. If you make the
time to take these tests, check
your answers, and read through
the book, you will be much better
prepared for the ACT. And if you
want some quick extra practice,
the ACT website has a Question
of the Day, which keeps you in the
studying mindset without taking up
a lot of time.
Hopefully you’ve been
inspired to take the ACT seriously
and study your hardest. Here
are some last minute things to
remember, for both practice and
the test itself. Keep calm-stressing
just makes you scatterbrained, and
more likely to make mistakes. Be
organized-when you write your
essay, make sure you know what
you want to say before you start
and stay on topic. And, as always,
get a good night’s sleep, eat
breakfast, and keep an eye on your
time. These tips are clichés for a
reason. Good luck, and may a 36
be in your future!
Note: ACT Reading Section help is
available in the Literacy Center on
Thursdays during both lunches,
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Note from the Editor

by Jessi Ford
Ever noticed how talented the
student body of JMM is? All
around our school we see
accomplishments, whether it’s on
the basketball court or in a
forensics tournament. Without a
doubt there are a lot of talented
students that walk these halls, just
check out our front page article
to read about our boys swim team
dominating the competition at the
Natatorium, and cruising to their
third straight state title. However,
even when our teams are not
winning, the pride and honor of
being a spartan is even more
evident. Which reminded me of
something Ms. Glaaser said in
class one day. Spoken wisely, she
said that success isn’t necessarily
about winning. Coming in and
working hard at something you
love and are passionate about every
day, regardless of the wins and
losses is the real achievement.
Being a part of the girl’s basketball
team, with more losses than wins
on our record these past years, I
couldn’t agree more. I am proud to
have been a part of a team who has
worked incredibly hard, heedless
of the number of wins.
In this issue we hope to the provide
some credit to the many talented
and accomplished individuals,
as well as offer some information
about the things that are happening
around Memorial. All students are
always welcome to submit articles,
art and/or photos to the Sword &
Shield. Please contact myself, Will
Xiang if you have any questions or
email jmmswordn.shield@gmail.
com
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The Results
Are In
By Kevin Cao

From February 12th to the 15th, Memorial’s Environmental
Club and West’s Green Club held a contest to see which school could
go green and save the most electricity. The two schools faced off in
the Green Energy Competition 2013, and competed for the title of
“Madison’s Greenest High School.” At Memorial and West, students and
teachers were encouraged to conserve electricity by turning off classroom
lights and switching off unused computer monitors. The Clubs hoped that
the friendly competition would increase school-wide participation.
The electricity savings at both schools were measured by software
on the electric meters. The four days of electricity data given by these
meters was compared to the electricity usage from four identical days last
year. In the end, the winner was determined by whichever school had the
greatest percent reduction in electricity use.
Well, the results are in: West High School won with an overall
reduction of 16.16% compared to last year, while Memorial reduced its
electricity use by 7.49% compared to last year. In total, 3878.72 kWh of
electricity were saved. In just four days, the schools saved $465.45 and
avoided 2.93 metric tons of carbon emissions.
Many people at Memorial, including myself, wondered why there
was such a large difference in energy saving. What did West do? Were
their classes held in the dark for a week?
In order to answer these questions, I went straight to the source,
and asked Amy Hua, a senior and the President of West’s Green Club.
She explained: “The week before and during the event, we hosted a
pledge drive to involve the student body and staff at West; people pledge
specific contributions such as reminding their teachers to turn off their
lights, wearing extra layers so teachers could turn down their thermostat,
helping teachers pull up the shades to use natural light, turning off
electronics and appliances. I think the pledge drive really helped mobilize
everyone at West to collectively work toward winning.”
Sevahn Vorperian, a junior at West and the Green Club’s VicePresident also commented: “The primary challenge to making the green
energy competition a success was mobilizing 2,000+ people towards
a common goal. We held a pledge drive to raise student awareness,
we had the principals make daily announcements to stay on track, and
the custodians helped us shut the lights off in places like the cafeterias
and the gyms. Nearly every classroom had its lights off. We were very
determined to win and tried to spread that passion and energy to the rest
of the school. The enthusiasm was contagious and it worked out well.”
Hopefully, Memorial can use some of these strategies to save
even more energy next year. Although there is some competition between
the two schools, beating West is not the point. Everyone has the ability
work together to make a difference in saving energy, and it starts with
just a flick of a switch.

What are the Odds?

By Hamayail Ansari
Did you know that a record $550 million Powerball jackpot was up for
grabs in November this past year? And did you or someone you know
seriously think you had a good chance of winning? Well, sorry to burst
your hubbabubba-bubblegum-bubble, but think again! You would be
almost 800 times more likely to be attacked by a rabid bear, almost 88
times more likely to die by falling out of bed, and nearly 40,000 times
more likely to receive an injury from a chainsaw—suddenly the movie
Texas Chainsaw Massacre just got a lot scarier, didn’t it? But don’t feel
too bad, since the odds aren’t totally stacked against you—you still have
a 1 out of 10,000 chance of finding a four-leaf clover on your first try.
Want to increase those odds? No?! Oh, I’m not referring to the ones
at the top, but rather the odds that actually improve your life. Do you
spend hours of your day searching for four-leaf clovers? Always eating
that Lucky Charms cereal for breakfast? Or perhaps you’re into that
rabbit foot thing? Well, if you answered “yes” to any of the above then
either you have a serious problem or you should refer to the “Ten Things
Everyone Wants to Know about Leprechauns” manual. Yes, I’m talking
about those gruffy, 2-foot men in funny green suits who promise you
pots of gold and only give you chocolate—and not even the good kind!
This manual tells you everything you need to know, from how to get just
a bit of extra luck to how to ultimately concoct the perfect plan to catch
a Leprechaun, just in time for St. Patrick’s day. In this manual, you will
learn where Leprechauns live, what their careers are, and how to catch
one. Everything you need is in the book, so no need to create some silly
potion like Felix Felicis! Besides, who has that kind of time? Speaking
of which, don’t miss next time’s “Fooling the Tooth Fairy” where you’ll
learn how to get the biggest bang for your buck—tooth. Oh, and in case
you were wondering, the odds of winning the Powerball jackpot is 1 in
175,223,510. And if you do win, well, you’re one lucky duck!

Canstruction
By Sadhana Pittala

Have you ever just had to urge to construct a huge sculpture, out of
cans? Have you ever wanted to contribute to a good cause while
having fun? Well, look no further; Canstruction is the competition for
you. This creative competition collects more than a thousand cans of
food, and works to build the most creative sculpture possible.
Competitors from past years have designed and built eight foot tall
sculptures of a variety of subjects, from Angry Birds to Big Bird. The
third annual Canstruction competition will be taking place this year on
May 1st at Keva Sports Center in Middleton. Contact Mrs.Stec or Ellen
Sheskey if you would like to join!

Dietrich Den Hartog

Dietrich DenHartog
2/26/13
Fellow artists make up a major
circle of my friends. Though I
do most of my art in the metals
shop, I still immensely enjoy
connecting with teachers and
students from all the artistic
mediums. I also really like
to help out other students in
metals classes. My interest in
art started in ninth grade and
has since blossomed into a passion to
be an independent artist and, in the
future, an art educator.
When I was a wee freshman, I signed
up for drawing, ceramics, and metals.
I didn’t find much interest in drawing
or ceramics, but I came back to the
metals shop hungry for more. Working
with metal and glass gives me
satisfaction because the kind of detail
found in artistic jewelry really catches
my eye. Cutting, bending, soldering
(welding), casting, or hinging metal
together can create pieces that are
geometric, fluid, or functional. Last
year, as a junior, I engaged in my
first independent study in which I
experimented with layered pieces that had a pixelated look. This year I
worked as a TA
for Mrs.
Ford and
discovered
that I
enjoy
mentoring fellow
artists and getting
them interested
in creativity and
the medium of
metals and glass.
Just last semester
I began a second
independent
study, this time
to create a
senior portrait:
a steampunkesque mask that will hang on the wall of Mr. Newland’s
classroom. Though I have spent many hours in the metals shop, I’m still
learning new techniques and ways to get creative. I’m always eager to
dive in and get my hands dirty cutting metal
or teaching someone how best to hold the
blowtorch. A recommendation I would give
to everyone would be to explore the art world
because there are many resources available here
to allow anyone to find a place.
Give yourself the gift of the world! Join the art department on our

2014 European Adventure Tour!!
Experience London, Paris, Barcelona,
Madrid and more!!

Come to the Informational Meeting,
Wednesday, March 13th, 7pm, Rm. 508!
Learn more about the trip,
ask questions, meet the art
teachers, and then signup!
Your adventure begins !
Take advantage of early signup discounts; save $600!!

Questions? Contact Geof Herman: (608)663-6109, <herman@madison.k12.wi.us>
Join and view our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/JMMArt2014Europe?fref=ts

*This trip has been carefully designed to oﬀer optimal experiences for all its participants!!
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Dead Space 3 Review

By Michael Turng
Dead Space 3 is the third
installment of Visceral Games’s
horror-survival series, Dead Space.
Following the events of Dead
Space 2, the player continues the
story of Isaac Clarke, the survivor
of two Necromorph outbreaks.
Dead Space 3 differs from the first
two games with the inclusion of a co-op campaign. A second player can
now join Isaac as John Carver, an EarthGov soldier, in their mission to
end the Necromorph plague.
One of the largest topics of discussion is whether or not Dead Space 3
lives up to its precursors as a horror game. In my opinion, the reason
why the Dead Space series is scary is because of the unexpected events,
grotesque mutated Necromorphs, and the feeling that you are alone. Dead
Space 3 adds a sizable cast of characters early on, removing the “alone
factor”. Also, the majority of Necromorphs fought are created from the
remains of hundred year old mummies that all pretty much look identical.
In previous games, Necromorphs varied widely based on the environment,
and their freshly-mutated looks added to the horror. Now fighting the
undead seems not much different from any other zombie game. I was also
disappointed with the new variants of Necromorphs added. They look and
act too much like humans. One new variant looks like a man with a Jacko-Lantern face wielding axes. Another is simply the reanimated bodies of
soldiers that will shoot at the player. Neither have extra limbs, distorted
bodies, mutations, or anything that would make them seem disturbing
or frightening. They simply look like traditional zombies. Even more
disappointing is that several variants of Necromorphs seen in the first two
games do not make an appearance, and some variants appear very rarely.
The game’s entire scare factor is put into jump scares where the same
enemy jumps out at you from the snow or vents every few minutes. The
setting also completely sets it apart from the other games. A large part of
Dead Space 3 takes place on a snowy planet, unlike the previous games,
which took place in infected space ships. The general lack of darkness
negates any possibility of having a frightening setting. In short, scary was
sacrificed for story.
However, the game does have its merits. Dead Space 3 is more engaged
in the characters and story than the previous two titles. There is a lot more
character interaction, as the player almost always in contact with other
characters. There are some games, like Call of Duty and Battlefield, where
I do not really get to know the characters or like them for that matter.
Dead Space 3 is different. Since Dead Space 1, the player has been with
Isaac Clarke from his first encounter with the Necromorphs which already
provides enough back story for the player to understand him. The game
also has much more weapon variety, and the player can actually create
their own weapon by combining parts or dismantling current weapons.
This allows the player to find a tool fit for their style. A bonus Classic
mode removes this feature and allows the player to use “classic” tools
from previous games for a more nostalgic experience.
Overall, I enjoyed Dead Space 3 a lot. It has replayability, a decent length,
and has more action than the previous games. Still, if you are interested,
but have not played any of the previous games, I recommend starting with
Dead Space 2, which is very similar in all aspects to the third game.

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) Follow your instincts this month.
It’s your nature to tell the truth, so stick to it. Don’t be tempted to embellish; it will backfire. Love takes center stage as
the month draws to a close. An old friend will resurface and
want to begin a relationship. Follow your heart.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Be frank when a close friend
asks for your opinion. While the truth may not be what he
or she wants to hear, it’s what he or she needs to hear. Your
romantic life slows down this month, but don’t get discouraged --relax and focus on yourself.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Now is your chance to shine
at school. You’ll be given the opportunity to lead a new
project; your intelligence and efficiency will shine. Don’t be
shy when it comes to meeting new people this month. Your
sweet, sensitive side will endear you to someone with a lot
of connections.
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Be practical in your decision
making as the month begins. It may seem like a good idea to
make an impulsive purchase, but don’t do it. Finances will
be tight.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Slow down this month, because it
will feel as if your entire world is closing in on you. Spring
Break will help you relax and time with loved ones will
show you that you’re still in control of your life.
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) Your friends may try to help you
with a problem, but create chaos instead. Don’t get frustrated with them; it won’t help. Also another friend of a friend
reveals his or her true feelings for you.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Your ability to keep quiet pays
off in the beginning of March. When it comes to romance,
you’ll have to make a decision. Think about where you stand
in that special relationship.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Be patient this month. While
your friend may seem too conservative for you, he or she really has your best interests at heart. You need to look out for
yourself when it comes to your personal life. It will feel like
everyone is against you. Be cautious when making decisions.

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) Don’t be the first to volunteer
for a big project. Instead, wait to see everything that’s
involved, because it may be more than you’ve bargained for.
However, you should take a chance when it comes to romance. Don’t wait for that intriguing person to ask you out.
Make the first move.
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) A loved one needs you to listen and
give moral support. Be honest, but caring. Give in to your
desires and shower yourself in luxury this month. It’s going
to be a hectic one at work, so you deserve to pamper yourself.
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) While you usually like to be
alone, working as a team at school this month will make
things so much easier. You’ll share a lot of good ideas and
actually make some close friends. Loved ones will rely on
you to take care of a family matter. Aquarius is involved.
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Seek harmony at school this
month. Don’t become involved in drama. Family matters
become hectic this month. Loved ones will look to you for
advice and support. Take a deep breath. You’ll be able to
help everyone out and still have time for yourself.

Three
Men Dying
By Owen Monsma

Three men laying in hospital beds
Waiting for the other dead
The first, he had a horrid cough
Shaking deep within his lungs
A liquid, choking from inside
His song of life unsung
And the second, well, infection
struck
Once-shallow cut, now deep
Festering black and thick with bile
Pain preventing any sleep
The third man, story worst of all
His wife, in fit of pique
Put poison in his bowl of stew
Killing slowly, taking weeks
These three men, they made a bet

(Between friends, they all agreed)
That whoever was the first to die
Would, for money, have no need
So to the others he would give
Each half his wealth, for they still
lived
The first man coughed death on the
second
The second cut the third
The third gave poison to the first
And they waited, schemes unheard
As morning rose, it found the dead
Three men laying in hospital beds
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Games

Kenken

by Idris Boukahil
Want to get a free treat? When you solve the Sudoku, send a picture to jmmswordnshieldgames@gmail.com
with your full name and you will be rewarded with a yummy prize. Only the first correct entry will win so
hurry!

Who Are You
Wearing?
By Monika Hetzler

I’m not sure about you, but last
Sunday I was glued to the T.V.,
mesmerized by the Grammys. The
awards show was interesting, but
mostly (embarrassingly enough) I
was interested in what the actors were
wearing. The stars seemed to take
over the red carpet, looking dapper
in suits and dazzling in dresses. As
they made their ways into the theater,
I found myself asking, despite the
outlandishness of their outfits, “Why
don’t I dress up every day like I’m
going to the Oscars?” Now, I don’t
mean going all out, showing up to
school every day in an awesome
haute couture dress, stilettos, and
perfectly done hair, since I don’t
have the time (or balance) to do that
every day. What I mean is why don’t
I dress everyday with confidence?
No matter the pressure those actors
felt, they walked down that red carpet
like they owned it. I say that despite
what you’re wearing, whether it’s
a new dress or yoga pants, if they
make you feel comfortable, they will
bring you happiness! And call me
cheesy, but happiness is probably
the most awesome award you could
gain (although an Oscar would be
nice). For this month, I asked Senior
Aneda Lor about her style, in which
comfort plays a big part.
1.) What inspires your style?
My style is primarily inspired by
just trying to be me and being
comfortable in every way that I can
be, but other people also inspire
me every day because they all have
different styles and I don’t like to
confine myself to just one style.
2.) What is your favorite outfit?
My favorite outfit? Well, what I
would have said would be high heels,
a nice pair of jeans, and a really nice
top, but now, since I choose to change
my style up, I’d say my favorite outfit
would just be the most comfortable
one. LOL.
3.) How does your life influence
your style?
How my life influences my style,
hmmm.... well... Most of my older
sisters are artists, as well as my mom
and my brother, so I guess they have
influenced me a lot by being in my
life, and their presence has shaped me
into who I am now. I am also inspired
by the different people I see every
day and the different styles I see
every day.
4.) What is your must-have winter
accessory?
Of course, the look of my outfit
matters to me, but my must-have
winter accessories would be a warm
coat, warm sweater, warm leggings,
and warm boots, which is what I have
been doing the entire winter, since it’s
SUPPERR cold.
5.) What is some advice you would
give to someone who is still looking
to find their own style? Advice that
I would give to someone else who is
trying to find their style is, “Just be
you, and be comfortable in any way
that you want. You don’t exactly have
to be matched to some style because
if it’s comfortable for you then that’s
okay. As for finding a certain type of
style, you can always just take those
fashion quizzes where they ask you
if you want to find what kind of style
you are, but all of that is just based
on what you like and what you would
be comfortable wearing and if you
would wear it. It’s just based on what
you like, because it’s your own style.”

Zero Tolerance on
Illegal Whaling

By Michael Turng
Massive confrontations have erupted in the
Southern Ocean as a result of this year’s whale
wars. Nine ships gathered in an ice field, five
whaling ships from Japan, three ships operated
by the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, and
a South Korean tanker hired by the whalers.
This would be a desperate attempt by the
whalers to refuel their mother ship, the massive
Nisshin Maru. For several days, the Sea
Shepherds have blocked the refueling process.
It is illegal to conduct a refueling operation
under sixty degrees south. The Nisshin Maru
was well south of that, nearing the edge of
Antarctica. The three Sea Shepherd ships had
formed a blockade around the Korean tanker,
the Sun Laurel, blocking the whaling vessel
each time it came to refuel. The confrontation
resulted in a five-ship collision, distress calls,
and a small dose of mutiny.
This year, Sea Shepherd’s operation is called
Zero Tolerance, and they have vowed to shut
down whaling for good. Having purchased
a new vessel (ironically, a former Japanese
government ship) the campaign is one of
the most expensive to date. From Madison,
Wisconsin, Spartan Youth Service has raised
about $250 for this campaign over the course
of a year. The campaign will also be one of
the shortest, with the Japanese whalers leaving
months later than they normally do. For the
first time, no whales have been killed during a
January of the whaling season. Unfortunately,
at least one whale was confirmed dead in
February, killed illegally in Australian waters.
Despite being the strongest they’ve ever been
physically, Sea Shepherd has been targeted by
lawsuits by the Japanese whalers, and a US
court order now prevents the Sea Shepherd
Conservation Society from engaging the fleet.
Sea Shepherd responded by turning over all
of their ships and campaign assets to their
Australian organization. Sea Shepherd founder
and president, Paul Watson, who is an American
citizen, stepped down from his position as
president and captain of his ship in order to
comply with the US court order. Now it is up
to Sea Shepherd Australia to finish the decadelong fight.
February 19 marked a massive and very bizarre
event in the Southern Ocean. The goal of the
Sea Shepherds has always been to bankrupt
the illegal whaling fleet, and this year, they
have done that by preventing the whalers
from refueling and forcing them to go home
early. I had the luck of witnessing part of the
engagement through a live stream onboard a
Sea Shepherd vessel. Having been prevented
from refueling for days, and extremely low on
fuel, the whaling factory ship the Nisshin Maru
was growing increasingly desperate to meet up
with their fuel ship, the Sun Laurel. However,
after hours of being blocked, it appeared that
the captain of the Nisshin Maru had finally
had enough. The massive ship pushed full
speed ahead colliding with the Sea Shepherd’s
new research vessel, the Sam Simon. It then
proceeded to ram the Sea Sheperd’s icebreaker,
the Bob Barker. In an attempt to pull alongside
the Sun Laurel, the whaling ship turned and
rammed the Sea Shepherd’s flagship, the Steve
Irwin, twice. The Steve Irwin moved aside to
prevent further damage, and the Bob Barker
moved in to take its place. At this point, the
Nisshin Maru’s captain appeared to be on a
rampage. The whalers’ reckless sailing caused
the Nisshin Maru to collide with the Sun Laurel,
their own fuel ship, causing considerable
damage to the side of the ship. Had the damage
been worse, it could have caused an oil spill
in Antarctica’s pristine ocean. The Nisshin
Maru then proceeded to literally run over the
Bob Barker from behind. The whaling ship
is ten times larger than the Sea Shepherd’s
icebreaker. The Bob Barker sustained massive
damage, losing its antenna and power as the
Nisshin Maru flooded the ship with powerful
water cannons. The whalers only backed away
after the Bob Barker issued a distress signal.
International law dictates that all ships in the
vicinity must respond to a mayday by any ship.
In the past, all conservation ships from both

Sea Shepherd and Greenpeace have responded
to distress signals from the Japanese whalers.
In this instance, the Nisshin Maru fled the
scene with its four harpoon ships, abandoning
their stricken tanker and the Sea Shepherds.
In an interview, Paul Watson described the
Nisshin Maru’s actions as being similar to a
hit-and-run driver. It did indeed ram four other
ships before leaving the area. Adding to the
bizarreness of the situation was the response
by the Korean tanker, the Sun Laurel. A crew
member on the ship delivered a message to the
Sea Shepherds (via note in bottle) saying that
the crew had no idea that they were going to
Antarctica to refuel the whalers, and that they
did not support the whalers. The captain of the
ship had prohibited them from using the phone
to contact Maritime authorities of the illegal
actions the ship was taking. The Sea Shepherds
responded in turn by giving the Sun Laurel
crew several Sea Shepherd shirts, which they
put on immediately. The situation was both
surprising, but welcoming to the Sea Shepherds.
With the whalers on the run and low on fuel, the
day had been a success. The Bob Barker was
able to regain power and continued pursuing the
Nisshin Maru with the Steve Irwin, while the
Sam Simon escorted the Sun Laurel north.
Hours after the incident, the Japanese
fisheries agencies announced that they were
suspending their hunt due to actions taken by
the Sea Shepherds. This came across as fairly
odd, considering the Sea Shepherds did not
retaliate in any manner during the ramming of
three of their ships. Not a single stink bomb
or flare was thrown at the whalers. Any sort
of engagement around the tanker could have
created a devastating oil spill, something the
Sea Shepherds are desperate to avoid. All
actions taken that day were set squarely on
the Nisshin Maru. In the days following, the
whalers sailed aimlessly for almost a week,
before attempting another refueling on February
25. This time, however, a Japanese military
icebreaker had appeared on the horizon, its
intentions unknown. Sea Shepherd reported
helicopters from the ship observing the
situation. Still in illegal refueling zones, the
Sea Shepherds reformed their blockade, and
the Nisshin Maru pushed forward, smashing
the side of the Sam Simon and sandwiching
the Bob Barker between itself and the Sun
Laurel. Japanese Coast Guard crews threw
concussion grenades at the Bob Barker, some
of which struck the highly combustible Sun
Laurel instead. Finally, the whalers backed
down without refueling. The dangerous and
irresponsible actions taken by the whalers
reflect upon how desperate they are to continue
their operations. There is absolutely no reason
for them to continue their hunt. The company
is broke and siphoning money from Japan’s
tsunami relief fund and tax payer money. There
is practically no demand for whale meat, and
they already have a surplus from past years. The
so-called research whaling has not provided
a single public research document, and it’s
no secret that all the meat goes straight to the
supermarket. The only thing the whalers are
holding on to is their pride. They do not want to
be told what to do, especially not by a nonprofit
organization.
It’s no question that the whalers are becoming
increasingly aggressive as they annually catch
shrinks. While it is an indication that the Sea
Shepherds are winning the fight, it has become
a much more dangerous mission. After over
a dozen rammings, it’s a surprise that the
Australian government (or any government)
has not stepped in to control the situation. All
the conflicts did in fact occur in Australian
controlled waters. Over the past few years,
the whalers’ dropping catches mirror the Sea
Shepherd’s unyielding resolve to never back
down. It would be best for everyone if the
whalers cut their losses and returned home
with whatever face they have left. Should they
return next year, expect the Sea Shepherds to be
right on their stern with the intention of never
stopping.
-Michael Turng

Boys Basketball Sectional
Playoffs Game 1!
By Ryan Bruesewitz
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Memorial
Students School Signing
By Ryan Wall
Caroline Smith Wins State Balance Beam
Competition, takes Fourth in All-Around
By Jon Wilkins

On March 1st, Junior gymnast Caroline Smith competed at the
State Individual Gymnastics meet at Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln High
School for the third consecutive year. After finishing second in the AllAround as a sophomore, and sixth as a freshman, Caroline was hoping
for some high scores in all four events.
Her first event was the uneven bars where she earned a 9.483,
good for the fourth best score in the state. She then moved onward to
the balance beam where she earned a first place award with a score of
9.583, a terrific improvement from her last two beam routines from her
freshman and sophomore years, which averaged a score of 8.45.
After balance beam came the floor exercise where she added a
9.167 to her total. Her final event of the season was vault in which she
got a 9.4 to give her a total All-Around score of 37.616. Her All-Around
score was good for fourth place in the state.
After the meet, Smith said, “I was surprised to have won beam
with the fact that this event has never been my strongest. Overall I’m
happy with how I performed on each event. In the end, the placing no
longer matters to me, it’s knowing that you performed the best that you
could.”
The first, second, and third best All-Around gymnasts came from
the Milwaukee area, while the fourth, fifth, and sixth place finishers were
from the Madison area (Caroline Smith, 4th, Memorial; Aryn Skibba,
5th, Middleton; Lexi Alt, 6th, Verona/Edgewood Co-op).

This past Wednesday, February 6th, five of our fellow Memorial students
signed their National Letters of Intent in the Wisconsin Neighborhood
Center to participate in their respective sports at the Division 1 collegiate
level. Spartans Jester Weah, Mary Erikson, Peter Webb, Joe Ferguson,
and Nick Menninga were the five stars announcing their moves for next
fall.
Weah shared that he is going to be attending the University of Pittsburgh
on a scholarship next year to play wide receiver on the football team
there. Erikson will be playing soccer for the Northwestern Wildcats
in Evanston, Illinois next fall. Third, Webb shared his plans to golf at
Valparaiso University on scholarship. Ferguson announced that he will
be walking on to play defensive back at the University of Wisconsin and
Menninga will be swimming at the University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee.
Written by Ryan Wall

Hot Yoga

JMM Poms End of Season Highlights

by Natalie Hodgkiss
The JMM Poms team capped off another wonderful year-long season this
Sunday at the Wisconsin Spirit Invitational Pom and Dance competition
in West Allis. The girls finished their season strongly, winning a 3rd place
title for their kick line routine, 4th place for their funk (hip-hop) routine,
and 7th place for their pom routine. Madeline Haut and Natalie Hodgkiss
also competed in the duet category and won 5th place. Along with their
strong showing in group performances, the pommers chosen from each
grade to be a representative of the best performers from our school also
did well in the Outstanding Performers Competition. Madeline Haut
and Kate Grout got third out of all of the performers chosen for the
junior and sophomore classes, respectively, and Caryn Mueller won Best
Freshman Performer. The girls would like to thank their coaches for such
an amazing year, and can’t wait to start their summer competition season
this May. They can’t wait to perform for everyone again next football
season! Top Row (left to right): Tiara Vance, Lily Zwaska, Caryn Mueller, Natalie Hodgkiss,
Coach Kirstin Froelich. Middle Row: Lily Wollin, Cora Collins, Taylor Morgan, Caitlyn Neider,
Madeline Haut, Bottom Row: Kelsey Knutson, Tara McKenzie, Sydney Mayer, Kate Grout, Sarah
Hubbard, Jayna Cooley.

By Joe Ferguson
When I first heard about hot yoga from my teacher, Ms. Ford, I was
very intrigued, especially when she told me she participates in this
very popular practice in Madison every week. Hot yoga is done in
temperatures over 90 degrees, which makes it so unique. Truthfully,
though, as a three-sport athlete and captain of the football team, I thought
the experience would be very relaxing and, quite frankly, easy. I showed
up to an evening session, and I saw
a bunch of middle-aged, normal
people, most of whom looked like
the soccer mom type. How hard
could it be?
After my first 45 minutes of hot
yoga, I was ready to pass out.
These “soccer moms” were making
me look silly, and I could barely
keep up with them! After finishing
the hour and fifteen minute session,
I was very humbled and had
gained a newfound respect for all
the people that do hot yoga daily.
Thinking back on my experience,
I can honestly say that an hour and
a half of hot yoga is more difficult
than 80 percent of all my high
school sports practices at JMM. I
highly recommend trying hot yoga at least once because it was a really
cool experience and something totally different from the more traditional
workouts.
I attended classes at Inner Fire Yoga, which is located off of University
Avenue (in the same building
as Four Lakes Driving School).
Hot yoga seems to be getting
very popular at Memorial, as
a lot of my friends have been
trying it out too. You can find
out more about hot yoga at
Inner Fire’s website, http://
innerfireyoga.com/ You can get
a lot of good deals too- the one
I did was a month of yoga for
only $30!
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Thank you Seniors for a great Season!
Both Boys and Girls end their seasons this past weekend, each
with hopes of moving further, but still finding success in the what
they accomplished.
By Ryan Wall
This year was an interesting one
for the Memorial Basketball
programs. On one hand, the boys
team found themselves in what
many considered to be a “down
year” in terms of a roster, while
the girls team was facing a season
filled with opportunity. In the end,
both teams exceeded expectations.
The girls won four total games, the most in
recent memory, while the boys made it further
in the postseason than anyone in the state would
have pegged them to. Even though they
were looking to making it to state for the
10th year in a row, they still won the Big 8
conference for the 10th consecutive time.
They also had one of the most tight-knit
teams ever to grace Memorial’s basketball
court. The returning players are fired up
and ready to start a new era in Memorial
Basketball’s storied history beginning next
year. As for the girls team, after this banner
year, they hope that their success will carry
over to next season. Both
squads graduated a highly
respectable senior class,
made of 9 girls and 5 boys.
If nothing else, these two teams proved
to the conference and state this year that Memorial
Basketball
should never be
overlooked.
Season Highlight
photos by Ryan
Fallon. Final
Game photos by
Ryan Bruesewitz.

Coach Jost said
goodbye to
coaching this
week. He has
been teaching in
Madison for 21
years-- 16 years
as 4/5 year old
Kindergarten
teacher, currently at Chavez
Elementary. For
the past 21 years
he has coached at
Madison Memorial High School. For 13 years
he was the head coach in girls basketball program. He also was the head sophomore football
coach at Madison Memorial.
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NULLI SECUNDUS By Thejas Wesley, Continued from Page 1

PREP PROFILES

This issue highlights our two
wrestlers who went to Sectionals.

Connor Jones, Freshman

Favorite Class: History
Current Sport: Baseball (just
finished Wrestling)
Career Highlights: When I beat
the 4 seed to qualify for Sectionals
I love Wrestling because: It’s the
ultimate test of speed, strength, and
agility.
Season goal: To place better in
Sectionals every year
Other sports: Baseball, Soccer,
Hurling
I love being a Spartan because:
It’s a no-nonsense environment
where I learn from my teachers and
coaches every day.
Most memorable moment in
sports: When I pinned my first
opponent
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: When I scored on my own
basketball team in 6th grade
Everyone on the team knows me
as that guy who… Doesn’t really
know what’s going on half the time
Pregame music playlist: Skrillex
and Macklemore
Pregame fuel: I’m a wrestler—we
don’t eat.
Most inspirational teammate:
Jesus Rojas, Caleb Walker, and
Ryley Gaulocher inspire me all the
same.
Favorite Athlete: Hank Aaron
Favorite opponent: I can’t get to
attached to the people I pin.
I wish I could compete against:
Andrew Crone (Best wrestler in the
132 weight class in Wisconsin)
Favorite movie: Warrior
Favorite TV show: Top Shot
I describe myself as: An athlete
I look up to: Darnell Richmond…
when he’s pinning me
I can’t live without: Oxygen
I wish I could meet: Selena
Gomez
During the Olympics I watched:
Gymnastics, Volleyball, Wrestling,
Track
Did you know? There were no
other freshmen
in my weight
class
Post-High
school plans:
Attend college
On the
bucket list:
Skydive,
qualify for
State, visit
Ireland

Darnell Richmond, Senior

Favorite Class: Rocks and Ropes
with Ms. Polster
Current Sport: Just finished
Wrestling
Career Highlights: Beating the
number 2 seed at Conference and
making it past the first round of
Sectionals
I love Wrestling because: You
truly are in control of how you
do because once you step on that
mat it’s just you and the other guy.
There’s no one that can help you
but yourself.
Season goal: My season goal this
year was to make it past the first
round of sectionals. Anything else
would have just been a bonus.
Other sports: Football and
Ultimate Frisbee
I love being a Spartan because:
Everyone is truly connected with
everyone. You can ask anyone
who plays a sport and I am almost
positive that they can name
someone who’s in every other
sport.
Most memorable moment in
sports: When I went 19-8 in my
very first year of Wrestling
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: When I let a guy up from
the bottom with a second left
thinking I was up by 2 when I was
only up by 1
Everyone on the team knows me
as that guy who… Knows what
they are talking about and knows
the best way to get into and out of
situations
Pregame music playlist: None—
music doesn’t really “pump” me
up.
Pregame fuel: Bananas
Most inspirational teammate:
Jon Morrison
Favorite Athlete: Jordan
Burroughs
Favorite opponent: Jake Cain
from Middleton
I wish I could compete against:
Any wrestler from Reedsburg
Favorite movie: Remember the
Titans
Favorite TV show: Prison Break
I describe myself as: A hardworker
I look up to: My coach Arik
Grundahl
I can’t live without: My mother
I wish I could meet: Jordan
Burroughs
During the Olympics I watched:
Wrestling
Did you know? That I have never
been to a professional sports game
Post-High school plans: Going to
Ellsworth to Wrestle
On the bucket list: Go see the
Olympics in person

Jeremy also swam on the
State Championship relay with
Henry Patterson, John Hornacek, and
Ben Immerfall in the 200 Medley.
Jeremy’s third gold came in the
400 Freestyle Relay with Anthony,
John, and Nick. In talking about
the differences between winning
an individual State title and a relay
State title, Jeremy had this to say:
“On a relay you are racing for
your teammates and the feeling is
incredible because you know you
helped your team win it. Individually
is also a great feeling but it is nice to
share a win
with your
teammates.”
It is especially nice when you’re sharing
a State record. The 400 Freestyle Relay team
of Jeremy Temprano, Anthony Walker, John
Hornacek, and Nick Menninga shattered the
previous record, set by—you guessed it—Jeremy,
John, and Nick, along with alumnus Patrick
Franken last year. They swam a time of 3:04.89,
more than a second faster than last year’s record,
and more than three seconds faster than the AllAmerican qualifying time. While talking about
that race, Nick said it’s “crazy to think that we
blew the record out of the water [excuse the pun] last year, and that this
year we did it again.” The Relay was Memorial’s “icing on the cake,”
as Nick called it, since
they didn’t even need
to race to win the meet;
they were just going for
the record. Indeed, they
were second to none.
Anthony
called that relay the
“most exciting race of
[his] career,” and the
“perfect race to end” on.
Apparently, it was also
one of the most exciting
races for junior Sam
Szotkowski, who was already “jacked” from his first State swim in the
100 Breaststroke (he swam very well and won his heat) and had “never
been more excited.” Sam punched
a wall after the 400 Free Relay in
the heat of the moment—blinded
with passion—and his pinky still
hurts.
As the team looks forward
to next season, they are starting
to think about how they can fill
the holes of the seniors who have
played such a huge role in their
success this year. Coach Paul
said that “hopefully a new slate
of guys coming up can step up.”
It’s almost assured. With studly
juniors like John Hornacek, Sam
Szotkowski, and Nathan Eckerle,
sophomores Ryan Menninga and Alex Peterson-Weber, and freshmen
Baird Miller and Justin Temprano—all having State experience now, and
with many more ready to jump in—Memorial should be able to continue
their legacy. Nick, who will be
swimming for UW-Milwaukee next
year, agrees: “We are a team that
can reload and come back stronger.”
And if the past three seasons are
any indication of what’s to come,
the Spartans will come back Better,
Faster, and Stronger than any other
team in the state.
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CALLING ALL SPARTANS!
Great part-time job
opportunity for students!
Earn $$$,
Be outside,
& Work with Friends!

Weed Man Lawn Care is hiring for Lead Generator positions at our Middleton, WI office:
Lead Generators go door-to-door throughout the greater Madison area in groups of 6 with
a supervisor, asking homeowners if they would like a free and no obligation quote on
lawn care services. There are no sales involved! This is a great opportunity for students
who would like to have a future in sales, marketing, or business.
Applicants must be able to provide their own transportation to our office located at 2211 Eagle
Drive, Middleton WI, and must be at least 16 years of age. Beginning in February and ending May
28th, Lead Generators will work part-time in the evenings Mon-Thu 4:30-8:30 PM, and 9 AM-2 PM
on Saturdays. As a canvassing position, the role requires walking outside for 3-4 hours at a time. It
pays well: $9 per hour, but we also have multiple bonus incentives for students to earn more money.
Top performers will also be eligible for more permanent positions.

Contact Melissa at (608) 824-0043 or MelissaBurdetteWM@gmail.com
to schedule an interview today!

Weed Man Lawn Care is the largest franchised lawn care service provider in the USA. The Madison, WI, market is
the largest and most successful market nation-wide. We look forward to hearing from you!
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