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The World Of Cursive
By Sadhana Pittala

During the PSAT this year, all students were
required to copy a statement on appropriate test-taking
behavior in cursive and then sign their name. While
I was sitting in that room, complaints and whines
rang out as almost every student taking the test had
difficulty at least one letter, if not all of them. “It was
insane how many kids didn’t know how to write a
simple capital letter ‘I’. It probably took three times
as long to write out the sentences given, and as funny
and entertaining as it was, it got a little depressing.”
says Monika Ford, a junior who took the PSAT this
fall.
Over the years the value of cursive has
diminished. In modern society, cursive has no place
as the average writer prefers the simplified scrawl of
print over the looping swirls of cursive. But the larger
question that emerges is why the importance and the use of cursive have
diminished so rapidly over the years.
  	
The answer lies in the way that cursive has been taught.
Traditionally cursive is taught for two to three weeks in the third grade.
The problem that has arisen lies with the teachers, as they prefer to spend
time teaching other subjects, such as science and history, over writing. In
addition, elementary school-children barely have the patience to sit down
and practice, and cursive requires practice.
 	
At this point, you may be asking yourself, why does this matter?
What differences does it make if I write in cursive or print? The answer

A Conversation with Suman

By Amol Rajesh
From time to time, I interview
former Memorial students and
ask them about their experiences
since graduating from Memorial.
I hope that the interviews will
be informative and useful to the
people who are reading this.
In this edition, we meet Suman
Gunasekaran, who graduated
from Memorial in 2012. During
his time at Memorial, Suman
enjoyed playing varsity tennis
and participating in several clubs
including Spartan Youth Service,
Science Olympiad, FBLA,
Robotics, and the Sword & Shield.
Outside of Memorial, Suman
pursued his passion for science
through the research he conducted
at the UW-Madison on creating
biofuel using bacteria. Suman
is now a freshman at Harvard
University, and he continues

to pursue science through his
coursework and laboratory esearch
on nanotechnology. Suman loves
his time at Harvard and especially
enjoys running into several other
Memorial alumni currently at
Harvard: Michelle Yang, Valerie
Shen, Neng Thao, Maya Dorje, and
his sister Suvai Gunasekaran.
Sword and Shield: What is it like
to be a freshman at Harvard?
Suman: Being a freshman at
Harvard is a lot of fun. There are
so many events and activities to
do here that it is impossible to be
bored. I’ve met so many amazing
people with such a diverse set of
interests. It’s cool to be part of a
school with such a rich history and
beautiful campus.
Sword and Shield: What is your
planned major?

Shout Out to the New
Paper Towel Dispensers

By Monika Ford

Most of you have noticed the new
bathrooms that have blessed our
cafeteria and the school. Over the
years, groups like Student Voice have
been complaining and complaining
continuously over the state of our
school bathrooms, including the stall
doors and occasional broken sinks.
So as these complaints continue to
be heard and eventually fixed, you
may notice some improvements. One
thing that Sword & Shield would like
to recognize is the new paper towel
dispensers. Check these out all over
the school as they are now more fluid
and accessible than ever. Thanks to
the custodial staff for all their hard
work!
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is that writing in cursive enhances spelling ability and improves eyehand coordination. Cursive also promotes efficient reading as readers
must read whole words over single letters. Cursive also helps in putting
thoughts on paper efficiently, as writers don’t need to lift their pencils
off the paper as often. Those who are left-handed may also find writing
in cursive easier with the way that paper is usually positioned when
writing in cursive. Lastly, cursive reduces the probability of reversing
and misplacing letters such as ‘b’ and ‘d’. In cursive, these letters are a
lot more different than in print, which reduces possibility of error.
Suman Gunasekaran at JMM’s graduation, 2012 (right). Article continues on
page 5.

Suman: At Harvard, we are not
required to declare a major (here
they call it a concentration) until
after three semesters. So I have
not thought much about it, but I
intent to concentrate in science/
engineering.
Sword and Shield: How much
free time do you have? What do
you do in your free time?
Suman: Free time depends largely
on the classes you take, some
classes are very time-consuming
and others aren’t. My math and
physics classes take a lot of time.
So I am quite busy during the
week. But on the weekends I find
time to hang out with my friends
and do other activities. There are
many things to do and be a part of
at Harvard and in Boston. I am a
member of two clubs, Engineers
Without Borders and the Harvard
Youth Leadership Institute. They
are both a lot of fun and a good
diversion from all the school work.
Sword and Shield: How is the
food on campus?
Suman: If you are expecting food
just like your mom used to feed
you back at home, forget it. But,
Harvard dorms offer a good variety
of food choices and in general the
food tastes pretty good. Above all
we can eat as much as we want!
On Sundays, I enjoy making my
own Veritaffle, Harvard’s spin on
the regular waffle.
Sword and Shield: How is college
life different from high school?
Suman: The main thing is time
management. I only take four
classes, compared to six or even
seven in high school. Still I find
myself to be busy. If you are not
careful in budgeting your time
properly and managing all your
classes and activities, you can fall
behind easily. And, there is no one
to urge you to get back on track.
There is help, if needed, but you

Note from the Editor
by Will Xiang

Welcome to the last issue of the
Sword and Shield for the year!
As we all enter the home stretch
before winter break, buoyed
by the endorphin rush from
Thanksgiving feasts, the Sword
and Shield is happy to provide you
with some respite from the slews
of exams and lengthy homework
assignments that will inevitably
delight you in the coming weeks.
In addition to our usual collection
of striking photos, be sure to
check out our winter season Prep
Profiles, as well as the other
worthy selections we have this
month. And last, but not least, take
a look at our newest addition to
the paper- the winter word search!
Idris hopes the nostalgic classic
will sufficiently enthrall you in the
coming days.
Happy Holidays!

Art Department Chicago Field Trip
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INSTAGRAM: Chicago Field Trip

Instagrams of the Month are all from Chicago...
Instagram Artists featured here: Kat Bunke, Arcadia Katzenbergera, Cora Collins and Emily KB. Please email/message your Instagram submission to T.P.F. or Arcadia to be included next month!!
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Kira Tobin

By Meg Hamele
“My second time seeing ‘Jersey Boys’ was just as good, if not equally
as amazing, as the first time. I had no idea what the show was about,
only that some relatives of mine had bought my mom the soundtrack for
Christmas a couple years before; big whoop. When I heard it was about
the story of Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons, I wasn’t expecting it
to be a good time. I had never heard any of their music and I thought
to myself: “Great, prepare yourself for a boring show”. To my pleasant
surprise, ‘Jersey Boys’ is probably one of my favorite musicals now. I
wasn’t aware that so many of the songs I grew up with were sang by The
Four Seasons, and I had no idea that the story of how they came to be
was so entertaining. The actors were wonderfully selected, the story line
hilarious, and, of course, the voice of Frankie was absolutely incredible.
Not to mention seeing the reenactment of dance moves from the 60’s
was something truly special, and I will never forget it. I recommend
that everyone go see ‘Jersey Boys’ if they are granted the opportunity.
Although several middle-aged women behind me felt the need to sing
along to every song… it is definitely worth seeing, and you will not be
disappointed!”

Fashion Column

By Monika Hetzler
Turkey day has come and gone, and
with winter comes the joy of the holidays.
But whether it’s Jack Frost nipping too hard
at your nose or some other reason, not all
of us enjoy the holiday season. And it’s not
because we’re scrooges (bah humbug)! Have
you ever seen the movie Christmas Story,
where the younger brother is forced to wear
layers upon layers of jackets, scarves, and
hats? The poor boy can’t even put his arms
down. He’s probably as warm as a toaster
oven, though! This brings us to the age-old
question: how do we dress for the frigid
temperatures? Maybe our interview with
junior Aurora Eggers can give you some
inspiration.

How would you describe your style?
I’d say my style is feminine vintage.
Favorite Winter outfit?
My favorite winter outfit is colored tights
with a loose skirt or dress under a sweater
with an infinity
scarf. To top it
off, a matching
hat and my black peacoat goes with
everything!
What influences your style?
I look to many eras, especially the 50s and
80s, to influence my style and to create my
own montage. Katy Perry tends to be a big
fashion icon for me.
Favorite outfit?
My favorite outfit is high-waisted jeans
with a sequenced tank top under a leather
jacket.
How would you describe the transition
your style has made throughout the
years?
Over the years my style has gone from
wearing whatever the common fashion
was at the time to wearing whatever I can
to make a statement. Oftentimes I aim to
hear that I’m wearing something not many
people can pull off!

"I've always loved art, and loved
to draw and paint. Mostly I like to
draw people and faces, and I really
enjoy trying out different materials
and methods, like chalk paint-pens
and glitter glue. The hardest thing
I've ever made was the self-portrait
I did this summer at a pre-college
program at Milwaukee Institute of
Art and Design, which is about half
as tall as I am and done in charcoal
pencil. Over the past three years,
I've taken Ceramics 1, Painting and
Printmaking 1, Photo 1, Drawing
1, Drawing 2, and In the spring i'm
taking Drawing 3. I also did an Independent Study project with Ms.
Winker. Even though they are what
I do most, I didn't take drawing
and painting until junior year, but
I learned a lot in both classes, and
everyone should take advantage of
our awesome art department."
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Holiday Inn

“White Christmas.” That’s right,
unlike what the title of the 1954
movie would have you believe,
By Jack Feria
this classic song was originally
Over the years, I have come commissioned for Holiday Inn,
but even when it was named the
to cherish the nights when I curl
5th greatest song in film history
up with a warm blanket, a fresh
by the American Film Institute,
batch of homemade cookies, and
its true place of origin remains
a cup of colored marshmallows
underappreciated. In my opinion,
drowned in hot cocoa to watch
the song is twice as beautiful
a Christmas movie beside the
when performed by Bing Crosby
gorgeous illumination of my
and Marjorie Reynolds within the
Christmas tree. This December,
context of Holiday Inn. At the
I, along with millions of other
time of its release, the film was
celebrators, will gather with
so popular that architect Eddie
friends and share memories while
Bluestein decided to build his
watching great movies like A
Christmas Story, Home Alone, Elf, franchise of hotels under the same
name, the Holiday Inn. Odds are
and It’s a Wonderful Life. These
movies last far beyond the holiday you’ve stayed in one of its over
3,400 locations before. The film
season and are remembered
throughout the year with a plethora was nominated for 3 Academy
Awards, taking home gold for
of merchandise and line quoting,
Best Original Song. However,
establishing the mark they have
on our popular culture. However, certain cuts of Holiday Inn feature
a scene involving a black face
there is one Christmas movie
while performers at a night club
that I believe has been neglected
celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s
throughout the years and may, in
birthday. Although this number is
fact, be more culturally relevant
seen as offensive today, I believe
then one may think. Holiday Inn,
it is a great example of how far
the movie musical from 1942,
we’ve come in our society since
stars world famous performers
the 1940’s. Offensive or not,
Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire in a
this movie can enchant even the
brilliantly crafted story following
two men, one a singer and the other “Scroogiest” of your relatives
with its beautiful music, delightful
a dancer, and the women that they
stars, and a tradition that 1940’s
go to hilarious lengths to woo and
Hollywood did best: a happy
defend. In a bold narrative for a
film shot within the Studio System, ending.
the movie allows the
audience to catch up
with its characters
during the holidays,
when Crosby opens his
club, the Holiday Inn,
only on the holidays.
For each of the major
holidays, Crosby writes
a song that leads to
memorable musical
numbers such as
“You’re Easy to Dance
With,” “Be Careful,
It’s My Heart,” and

A Bookish Point of View:
Venom by Fiona Paul

The Twilight Saga:
Breaking Dawn-Part 2

By Shalini Patro
Breaking Dawn-Part 2, the much
anticipated conclusion to the Twilight Saga,
was released on November 15, 2012. One
week into its release, it continued to top the
Box Office, and gathered an astonishing
227.4 million dollars, according to Rotten
Tomatoes.
The cast of the bestselling Twilight
Saga reunites yet again for this actionpacked and drama-filled finale of the series.
The movie picks up where Breaking Dawn
Part One left off, with Bella’s change from
human to vampire. During the entire movie,
we get to experience things as Bella does,
from seeing the small details of every
single object to hunting for the first time.
In my opinion, the film was a
perfect conclusion to the series. Although it
did not have as many comedic moments as
the first part did, the action and drama definitely made up for it. Towards
the end, I found myself clutching the armrests of my seat as the movie
came to a dramatic close.Even though the film was a worthy ending
for the series, I found that the flow was sometimes a little choppy and
awkward. Although all the main elements from the book were there,
sometimes I got the sense that they did not flow together neatly. Other
than that, the movie was well done.
As the Twilight movies have progressed, they’ve started to get
more and more action packed. Breaking Dawn Part 2 was certainly no
exception. The Cullens engaged in battle with the Volturi. Also, with the
short-tempered werewolves, or shape-shifters, as they were called by the
end of the book, added into the mix, there was bound to be some sort of
excitement. The action was breathtaking, especially towards the end
as the Volturi, the Cullens, and their witnesses faced off. However, the
entire movie did not stay true to the book. According to many viewers,
the movie ending was altered from that of the book. Personally, I thought
that this was a good change, and not one that I expected at all. This
alternate ending was probably the reason why this movie was as good
as it was. More heart-stopping action was packed into those ten minutes
than in the entire first hour. Running 156 minutes in length, Breaking
Dawn-Part 2 is definitely a movie to see if you enjoyed the previous
Twilight Saga films. I definitely enjoyed Taylor Lautner’s little strip
tease-seriously, how can you not love something like that: it’s Taylor
Lautner- and the beginning and end credits.
The credits probably took up a good five minutes of the film. In
the beginning, we were taken on a tour of the whole world of Twilight,
from rivers to mountain ranges, in stunning HD. It almost felt like we had
vampire vision ourselves. The end credits were a bit more emotional, as
they showed the whole cast of Twilight, going as far back as the first film.
The credits were backed up with Christina Perri’s new track, A Thousand
Years Pt. 2. That song made them even more heartfelt, and personally
brought a smile to my face.
Overall, I enjoyed watching Breaking Dawn Part 2. I would give
it a 7/10.

By Daphne Schigiel

I’m struggling here, and I’m not even
sure I can put this into words. Venom, by Fiona
Paul, was fabulous for many reasons. I’ll talk
about all of them, but we’ll get there later.
It’s set in Renaissance Venice, Italy.
Cassandra Caravello is a noble living with
her older aunt. She has everything, including
a fiancé, Luca, who is currently studying in
France.
The book starts out at a funeral. One
of Cassandra’s friends, Viviana, has died.
Later that day, while visiting Viviana’s grave
by herself in the graveyard near her house,
Cassandra looks in Viviana’s tomb. And when
she looks, expecting to see Viviana’s body, she
finds something else entirely. Viviana isn’t
there. A different girl is there instead-one who
was murdered.
Cassandra, along with a very mysterious
artist named Falco, are set on finding the
girl’s murderer and Viviana. As they explore
the streets of Venice at night, investigating,
Cassandra begins to doubt who to trust, who
she is, and most of all, who to love.
The genre of the book is a mix of three
things: historical fiction, romance, and mystery.
The historical fiction comes from the setting.

The romance… well, we wouldn’t want any
spoilers now, would we? Let’s just say it’s
there. The murder mystery is the main plot.
One girl is already murdered. The murderer
must be stopped, but Cassandra and Falco don’t
know who it is.
Alright, first there’s the setting.
As mentioned before, Cassandra lives in
Renaissance Venice, Italy. Paris, France and
Verona, Italy are also mentioned.
The Renaissance is a very specific time
period, and it is portrayed well in this book.
The Renaissance was filled with artists and
scholars. The characters in this book travel by
gondola, paddling down the beautiful water
streets of Venice. Cassandra lives a noble’s
life, in a large house, with many dresses and
hairstyles. Pictures that were painted in my
mind while reading this book were simply
stunning.
One thing that made this book special
was something at the beginning of each new
chapter, an excerpt from the Book of the
Eternal Rose. While there wasn’t actually any
information on this book in Venom, I think
that there will probably something in the next
book – yup, a sequel! – because the series title

is Secrets of the Eternal Rose. There was a
small one- or two-line sentence from this book
preceding each chapter. Usually they were
about life, and foreshadowed what was going to
happen in that chapter.
Cassandra is an interesting character.
She is a noble, but is daring and adventurous.
I found her to be very loyal to her friends and
family but also indecisive, sometimes at bad
times. It’s probably not a good idea take tons
of time thinking about something when there is
lots of danger.
This is one of the five Breathless Reads
books of 2012. The Breathless Reads books are
part of Penguin Group, which is the publishing
company that produced Venom. The book is
432 pages long, and keeps you reading through
all of them. Its sequel, Belladonna, will be
published in 2013.
Overall, if you enjoy a good romance or
mystery, this book is for you! Go and read!
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Halo 4
Review

By Michael Turng

Black Ops
II Review

game, Modern Warfare 3, was
somewhat of a letdown. Treyarch
was determined not to let that
happen. They completely changed
the Create-a-Class system and
By Michael Turng
replaced it with a new system
they call Pick Ten. The player is
Like clockwork, Activision has
allowed to pick ten items out of
released another Call of Duty title
primary and secondary weapons,
this fall. Call of Duty: Black Ops
attachments, perks, and equipment.
II is the ninth game in the series
This means that you can actually
and a direct sequel to Call of Duty: enter the fight without a primary
Black Ops (2010). Call of Duty
weapon, or swap a grenade for
has remained one the most popular an extra attachment. To further
video game series since Call of
bend the rules, a new feature
Duty 4: Modern Warfare. However, called Wildcards allows players
the constant barrage of annual
to do things like add up to three
games has led to the criticism
attachments per weapon, or have
that “every game is the same.”
multiple perks from the same
And quite honestly, that’s how it
tier. The weapon unlock system
has felt for the past five games –
is similar to that of Modern
same game, new name. But with
Warfare 3’s. Weapons have their
the ninth installment, developer
own ranks and attachments are
Treyarch has finally taken the
unlocked by getting milestone
chance to create an entirely new
kills with them. I didn’t really
experience.
like this system, because if you
Let’s start with the campaign.
want to use an attachment that
Don’t worry; I’ll stay away from
requires a high level, you will
spoilers. Treyarch has stated
be using the weapon for several
that their intent with Call of
good hours before you get it, and
Duty: Black Ops II is making the
once you do, you will probably
campaign less linear than previous be tired of the weapon. I preferred
Call of Duty games. One of the
the original Black Ops, where
major changes about campaign is
you could use credits to select
that the player is now allowed to
any attachment of your choice.
select a loadout – yes, loadouts
Fortunately, Black Ops II has
for campaign. It gives the player
fewer weapon ranks than Modern
more options to fit their preference Warfare 3. As for gameplay itself
and also gives the game more
– it’s the same. I, for one, don’t
replay value if the player wants to
care, since it allows veterans of
repeat a mission with a different
the series to jump in easily and
setup. Call of Duty’s campaigns
be able to play with a consistent
have always been a completely
skill level throughout each game
linear story (with the exception
in the series. The multiplayer takes
of a few non-essential choices).
place in 2025, so many modern
Black Ops II’s campaign has
weapons make an appearance.
two related storylines. One is
What is interesting is that the game
a direct continuation of Black
features many weapons from Call
Ops, following CIA Agent Alex
of Duty: Modern Warfare 3 as
Mason. The second storyline
opposed to Call of Duty: Black
mainly follows Mason’s son, David Ops II. And finally, zombies—
Mason, a Navy SEAL in the year
quite possibly Treyarch’s most
2025, where the US and China
successful addition to the series.
are locked in a cold war while
Players are once again able to pit
a terrorist organization attempts
themselves against endless hoards
to spark a worldwide revolution.
of the undead. Black Ops II adds
The choices a player can make
new modes to Zombies, including
during campaign include which
Grief, where two teams of players
path to take and who lives and
try to outlast each other without
who dies. Different choices can
directly harming the opponents.
result in various endings, also
Of course, the traditional survival
adding to replay value. Another
mode also exists. The main Zombie
addition to the single player is
level is very large, and players can
Strike Force, which are essentially ride a bus through several areas of
mini objective-based missions. In
a desolate down, overrun by the
these levels, players can choose to
dead. While the settings of these
play as foot soldiers, drones, or a
levels are not as imaginative as
UAV operator directing the ground some of the ones in Black Ops
forces. They may also switch roles (from Nazi labs to the moon), the
at will. The outcome of these levels free roaming concept is bound to
will affect how the story plays out. attract many players.
All of the new additions make the
To sum it up, if you are a fan of
campaign much more enjoyable
the series, then you’ve probably
than previous titles in the series.
already bought the game or are
This may have been the first time I planning to. If you didn’t like past
liked the campaign more than the
titles, then you’re probably not
multiplayer.
going to like this one either. I like
Now, on to the multiplayer. Call
the series, so I have enjoyed the
of Duty’s multiplayer has become
game so far. If you are considering
a global sensation, although, as I
getting it, I would suggest
said before, it has begun to lose
watching gameplay and reviews or
spark after fans saw less and less
renting it first.
new features in each game. In my
opinion, last year’s Call of Duty

Halo 4 was a milestone for the
entire Halo franchise. It was the
first Halo game to be developed
by someone other than Bungie,
the creating studio of Halo. 343i
Industries took the spotlight, filling
some rather large shoes. Halo 4
is the much anticipated sequel to
Halo 3 (2007) and the rest of the
original Halo trilogy. It continues
the story of the Master Chief, the
super soldier who went missing
in action in the end of Halo 3.
Now, to avoid spoilers, I will focus
less on the story and more on the
gameplay.
343i has made drastic changes
to the familiar arena-shooter
series. Following Bungie’s final
game of the series, Halo: Reach,
343i increased the amount of
personalization by adding loadouts
(selecting what weapons and
equipment you start with). Having
followed the Halo forums for
the past year, it appeared that the
community had mixed feelings
on this. The biggest fear was
that Halo 4 would be like Call
of Duty. Unfortunately, rivalries
between games are larger than
ever. Traditional Halo multiplayer
has always been a fair fight, with
everyone starting with the same

equipment. The fear dissolved
after 343i assured that the weapons
were all balanced. From my first
day experience, I can confirm that
weapon choice has less impact
on gameplay than it does in
other shooters. I happen to like
being able to unlock and change
weapons. A big problem I had
with Halo: Reach was the lack
of awards from playing. One of
the most exciting things for me in
Halo 4 was the shear amount of
character customization options.
Yes, I like to play dress up with my
Spartan soldier.
Other big multiplayer changes
343i has made are the new modes.
One of them is a new mode called
Flood. This is the first time in any
Halo game that allows player to
play as the Flood, Halo’s version
of zombies. The final major
addition to the game is Spartan
Ops, an episodic second campaign.
Spartan Ops is a co-op campaign
that will be released in episodes
each week after launch, and will
bridge the gap to the game’s
planned sequel, Halo 5. Overall,
I am very satisfied with the game.
I usually do not follow a game
until its release, but I have been
tracking Halo 4 news since it was
announced and it was the most I
had ever anticipated for release.
And it was worth it. The campaign
is exciting, the multiplayer is
both competitive and fun, and the
ongoing Spartan Ops adds a whole
new level to the series.

A Conversation with Suman

Continued...

have to seek it.
Sword and Shield: What do you miss most about Memorial?
Suman: I miss my friends. I made some really great friends during my
four years at Memorial and I had a lot of great memories with them.
Once you leave Memorial and go to different colleges, odds are you
won’t see these friends very often, if at all, which is unfortunate. So it’s
important to try to keep in touch.
Sword and Shield: What advice would you give to the students at
Memorial who want to get into a good college after graduation? In
particular, what are the big mistakes that students should avoid?
Suman: To get into selective colleges you have to be academically
strong, not just by GPA but also by the rigor of the classes you have
taken. You should also show what you are passionate about other than
just going to classes and doing well on tests. This is reflected in the kind
of clubs you participate in and the extent to which you are involved.
Students worry too much about standardized test scores, because it is an
objective number. But a good ACT/SAT score cannot make up for what
you lack in other areas. A score of 32-34 in ACT or 2200-2300 in SAT
is very competitive anywhere. Colleges look for what you are like as a
person, not only as a bunch of numbers. Well-written application essays
and letters of recommendation can help in a big way in this area.
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Spartans Give Back Swim Meet

The JMM Boy's Swim Team started a tradition 3 years ago with the
Spartans Give Back Swim Meet. This meet features the JMM Spartans
(Div 1 State Champs) against the Spartans of McFarland (Div 2 State
Champs). It's an exciting way to get two of the best swim teams in Wisconsin together to swim in a non-conference meet.

Memorial Coach Paul Eckerle and McFarland Coach Nick Weiss decided
to make the meet into a fundraising event. Last year, McFarland hosted
the meet, and chose to raise money for the McFarland Education, Foundation Angie O'Donnell Scholarship Fund. Angie, mother of McFarland
swimmer Ryan O'Donnell, passed away from ovarian cancer in 2011.
McFarland raised over $5000. This year, JMM hosts the meet on Thursday, January 3, 2013. They will be swimming to raise money for breast
cancer, with all proceeds from the meet going to Komen, South Central
Wisconsin.
Jeremy Temprano, Eli Gomez and Anthony Walker, the captains of the
2012-2013 JMM Boys Swim Team wanted to raise the awareness of the
meet, and raise some money for Komen as well. As a result, the team
will be selling Spartans Give Back t-shirts for $8/each. (see design right)
JMM Girl's Coach Stacey Johansson spoke with the girl's team about this
event. The girls were all willing to help out, both at the meet on January
3rd and selling t-shirts prior to the meet during lunch.
In an effort to get the entire JMM Community involved, the will be
holding an ALL SCHOOL PINKOUT on Friday, December 21st. The
boys and girls swim teams will sell t-shirts at JMM on Monday, 12/17
and Wednesday, 12/19 to the JMM staff and students during 1st and
2nd lunches. Everyone will wear their shirts in support of breast cancer
awareness on Friday 12/21 (the last day before winter break). All Spartans can wear their shirts for the PINKOUT as well as to the Spartans
Give Back meet in January.

Front of Shirt
Back of Shirt

See a swim team captian about getting a pink out t-shirt for
the ALL SCHOOL PINKOUT on Friday, December 21st.
Spartans Give Back t-shirts are $8/each and all proceeds go
to Susan G. Komen For the Cure.

Horoscopes
by Anna Troia

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) This coming break, don’t become
forgetful. Stay positive as the holidays approach. Watch Elf
with a friend.

Winter Word
Search
Word
Search

by Idris Boukahil
dris Boukahil
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Christmas
Pine Trees
Cookies
Dreidel
Elf
Fireplace
Hot Cocoa
Hanukkah
Poinsettia
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Icy
Jack Frost
Kujichagulia
Kwanzaa
Mistletoe
New Year
Nia
Nutcracker
Ornaments
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Rudolph
Santa
Snow
Snowball
Solstice
Star
Presents
Toboggan
Winter

Search for 4 bonus words to find a special message from the Sword & Shield.

if you can find the 4 secret words to uncover a secret message from Sword &
Shield!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) It’s your birthday this
month!! Celebrate with family. They love you best and will
stick by you even when you aren’t so nice.
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Now that your
confidence boost is up, stay ahead in all of your
classes.
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) Please be nice this
month. You don’t want to end up with a lump of
coal on December 25th. Keep up with your homework, the
semester is over soon!
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Keep your good social attitude up.
You are going to need it this week. Go to a movie with your
mother. Life of Pi is great one.
Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) This next week will
be a great week. Stay focused and keep working
hard. Remember not to get to ahead of yourself.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) You’ve probably
lost a few pounds, so celebrate with a little extra
pie during the holidays. Your family and friends are so proud
of you!
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Stop being so obnoxious in
your art class. It’s time to grow up and get to work. Your
classmates will much appreciate it.
Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) Keep up the confidence. Try new things and don’t ever forget your
roots. Where you came from is really important.
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) Use your outgoing
nature to relax. Take some time for yourself this
week. Treat yourself to some ice cream with friends and
family.
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Standing up for yourself is always
good. Giving your opinion is always better, but don’t offend.
Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) Don’t question the one
you love. You should learn to lighten up and be a
little more understanding. You’re a hard worker
and people have noticed.
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December Prep Profiles
This month’s athletes are the
Captains of the Boys’ Swimming
Team
Name: Anthony Walker
Favorite Class: Ceramics
Current Sport: Swimming
Career Highlights: Part of
last year’s Memorial State
Championship team, Most
Valuable (eight and under) for my
swim team when I was eight and
lived in England.
I love Swimming because: We
always have fun with it and I just
love hanging out exclusively with
all my swimmer boys during the
winter. They make it worth it.
Season goal: Have a good year
and have fun with all my swimmer
boys for one last year.
Other sports: Cross Country and
Tennis.
I love being a Spartan because:
Spartans were a very war-like
people that completely focused on
military power and excellence and
are widely considered among the
best in battle. I think this is a good
symbol for our swim team and our
dedication.
Most memorable moment in
sports: One time during swim
practice somebody had to get into
the locker room but it was locked.
So our assistant coach who was on
the other side of the pool decided
to throw the keys across the pool.
Unfortunately, he misjudged his
throw and the keys went straight
up and about ten of the keys stuck
into the 20-foot-high ceiling. We
were all dying of laughter while
our assistant coach worried about
getting them down.
Most embarrassing moment
in sports: I can’t think of an
embarrassing moment for me at the
moment so I’ll throw a teammate
under the bus. During one swim
meet an unnamed swimmer was up
for the final relay. When he dove
in, his suit fell down to his knees
and he had to swim a hundred
yards. Of course he finished the
race and his suit only fell further.
Needless to say the rest of the team
was cracking up when he finally
finished.
Everyone on the team knows me
as that guy… Who swims the 50
and 500. These are the shortest and
longest events that we compete and
are an unlikely combination.
Pregame music playlist: In my
opinion, “The Eye of the Tiger” is
the best pump up song of all time.
You can always find me listening
to it on repeat before a big race.
Pregame fuel: A mix of nuts and
M&Ms. This mix always gets me
going.
Most inspirational teammate:
I’m going to have to go with
Sammy Brooks. He is currently
injured but he still shows up to
practice every day as our team
manager. Talk about dedication. He
fills up our water bottles and... well
that’s about all he does. I simply
don’t know what we would do
without him.
Favorite Athlete: Aída Román.
She is an Olympic silver medalist
in Woman’s Individual Archery
from Mexico. (See “During the
Olympics I watched...”)
Favorite opponent: I always love

Name: Eli Gomez
Favorite Class: Anatomy and
Physiology with Girls’ Swimming
Coach Stacy Johansson
Current Sport: Boys’ Swimming
Career Highlights: Winning
individual Conference in the 100
yard Breaststroke as a Junior,
winning the State meet as a team
my Sophomore and Junior years.
I love Swimming because: No
other sport allows an otherwise
uncoordinated group of guys to
feel competitive.
Season goal: To swim in the 2013
State meet
Other sports: Boy’s Soccer
I love being a Spartan because:
Only at Memorial do we have a
teaching and coaching staff that
consists so largely of Spartan
graduates.
Most memorable moment in
sports: Getting interviewed after
swimming against West. They
always have a strong team and it is my conference victory last year
very satisfying to win against them. Most embarrassing moment in
We also know many of the guys on sports: Getting interviewed after
their team and we have some good my conference victory last year
Everyone on the team knows me
friendly competition going on.
as that guy… Whose sister you
I wish I could compete against:
aren’t allowed to date
My older brother when he was in
Pregame music playlist: The
high school because he is full of it
Inception soundtrack. Hans
and thinks he was better than I am
Zimmer knows how to do a
now.
soundtrack.
Favorite movie: “Dude Where’s
Pregame fuel: 5 or 6 peanut butter
My Car?” This is a must see for
bagels
everyone who loves fun. It is a
Most inspirational teammate:
favorite among seniors on the
Sam “Chili Mac” Szotkowski and
swim team.
his “Block rocket” workout
Favorite TV show: Arrested
Favorite Athlete: Joe Webb
development. Gob (pronounced
“jobe”) will always have a place in Favorite opponent: Ignacio
Ayoroa and Branavan Yogarajah
my heart.
I describe myself as: I do not like I wish I could compete against:
answering questions like these so I My sister
Favorite movie: Anchorman
have decided not to answer.
Favorite TV show: Breaking Bad
I look up to: Our Assistant Coach
I describe myself as: Elegant and
Karl Richters. He used to be a
refined
distance swimmer like me and
I look up to: My exceptionally
is now an accomplished runner.
manly father
He studied Ground Squirrels
I can’t live without: My wardrobe
during his graduate studies and he
of animal sweatshirts
sometimes keeps us entertained
I wish I could meet: Bret
with his comments, drawings, and
McKenzie and Jemaine Clement
other shenanigans.
During the Olympics I watched:
I can’t live without: Breakfast in
Everything—I didn’t turn the
the morning. After our morning
Olympics off
practices the parents always make
Did you know: I was taught to
us breakfast and it is quite the
swim by my uncle who was also a
lifesaver.
breaststroker
I wish I could meet: Donald
Post-High school plans: Still
Glover (aka Childish Gambino).
deciding whether I want to swim
He has nothing to do with
in college or not. Otherwise, I’m
swimming but he is a very cool
assessing my college options.
person and a personal idol.
On the bucket list: Operate a real
During the Olympics I watched:
I spent the Olympics in Mexico for chill fireworks show
Amigos, so I was forced to watch
whatever sports had a Mexican
athlete because that is all they
showed down there. I got really
into archery.
Did you know? Ground Squirrels
burrow in the ground rather than in
a tree like normal squirrels do. This
is about the only notable difference
I have found even after training for
three years with a ground squirrel
expert.
Post-High school plans: I’m still
figuring out my college plans and I
am also considering a gap year.
On the bucket list: I would like
to complete an Ironman. I am
currently looking to make plans
with one of my favorite teachers,
Ms. Fitzgerald, to compete with
me.

Name: Jeremy Temprano
Favorite Class: Ceramics is pretty
cool
Current Sport: Swimming
Career Highlights: A couple heat
winners and participation ribbons
I love Swimming because: It
keeps you in incredible shape and
is very rewarding
Season goal: Hopefully, to keep
the duel meet record going
Other sports: Basketball, Soccer,
Roller Derby
I love being a Spartan because:
It’s the Memorial Way.
Most memorable moment in
sports: Winning the State-record
setting 4 x 100 Free Relay was
quite the accomplishment
Most embarrassing moment in
sports: A teammate’s suit fell off
right after diving in.
Everyone on the team knows me
as that guy who… Makes very
intelligent statements and such
Pregame music playlist: Any
playlist created by John Hornacek
Pregame fuel: Back in the day,
it used to be a slice of Rocky
Rococo’s pizza and a chocolate
doughnut. Over the years, I found
that did not work so well.
Most inspirational teammate:
Caleb Cole (Senior last year)
Favorite Athlete: Riley Lenoch
Favorite opponent: My bro
I wish I could compete against:
Mitt Romney in the 2016 election
Favorite movie: A Night at the
Roxbury
Favorite TV show: Workaholics
I describe myself as: I just really
love nature, you know?
I look up to… My little sister
I can’t live without… My
dinosaur Rex
I wish I could meet: Will Ferrell
Did you know? A duck’s quack
can’t echo
Post-High school plans: Right
now, it’s still a toss up between
MATC and MIT, but I plan on
making a decision sometime in the
near future.
On the bucket list: Learn to surf
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“Lax
Bros”
Cheer
Spartans
on to
Victory

Rebuilding Memorial’s
Hockey Program

By Will Blanchard
It’s no secret that over the past few years Memorial’s hockey
team hasn’t been the best. During the 2010-2011 season, the team won
only 3 of 23 games, and in the 2011-2012 season we struggled to win
only 1 of 22 games. This season, however, the team definitely appears to
be headed in different direction.
In two games so far, the team has won one: a 5-2 victory over
the Onalaska co-op, thereby matching last year’s season record. As for
game number two, against Reedsburg/Wisconsin Dells, the loss was
very competitive until well into the third period. At one point Memorial
was up three goals, and heading into the third period the game was tied
4-4. Then two unfortunate goals and an empty net goal (when Memorial
pulled its goalie to add a skater to help the offense) led to the 7-4 loss.
Memorial is certainly a more competitive team this year, due
in large part to strong incoming classes over the past two years and the
addition of Coach Rob Andringa, a former Memorial star, who with his
vast hockey experience (including playing on the 1990 NCAA National
Championship Team for UW) joins Coach Jon Spencer, Coach Clay
Winsand, and Coach Vic Levine on the already strong coaching staff.
Hopes are high that, as many young, talented players mature and gain
experience, the team is headed back to something like the greatness it
once commanded. Memorial has won eight State hockey tournaments,
more than all other sports at Memorial excluding the swimming
programs, where the boys have 10 titles and the girls an impressive 14.
The team’s upcoming games include a game at Middleton at 8:00
p.m. on December 1st , and a game at Madison Ice Arena against West at
8:00 p.m. on December 4th.

JMM Gymnastics

By Jon Wilkins
As winter approaches,
so does another season of JMM
Gymnastics. Michele Fuller and
Jordan Smith return as the coaches,
while Caroline Smith returns for
her junior year, shooting for first
in the state after losing to Bailey
Fitzpatrick from Burlington Co-op
in the State Gymnastics Meet at
Wisconsin Rapids Lincoln High
School last year. When asked about
last year’s State Meet, Smith said,
“I was really bummed about taking
second, but I’m also thankful for
the opportunity and very happy
for Bailey. This year I’ve been
working very hard and have had
my mind on the gold ever since.”
With a new season come
new gymnasts as well. A freshman
class with high expectations looks
to bring a new spark to the squad.
“We’re very excited to see what
this year’s freshmen can bring
to the table,” Coach Fuller said,
“So far we’ve only been doing

conditioning in practice but I can’t
wait to see what they can do in
each event.”
Overall, the gymnastics
team is looking much improved in
every grade level. They’re aiming
for an appearance at the State
Meet as a team as opposed to just
individuals for a change.
If you want to come to a
meet the schedule is listed here:
Date:

Thursday, 12/13/12 - vs. Madison West
Tuesday, 12/18/12 - @ Janesville Parker
Saturday, 1/5/13 - @ Mt. Horeb Invite
Thursday, 1/10/13 - vs. Madison United
Thursday, 1/17/13 - vs. Sun Prairie
Thursday, 1/24/13 - vs. Verona
Saturday, 1/26/13 - SPARTAN INVITE
Thursday, 1/31/13 - vs. Janesville Craig
Thursday, 2/7/13 - @ Middleton
Saturday, 2/9/13 - @ Whitefish Bay Invite
Saturday, 2/16/13 - CONFERENCE @
Janesville Craig

By Ryan Wall
The Memorial boy’s
basketball team played in their first
game of the season on Tuesday,
November 20th. Heading into the
season with high expectations from
their fans and for themselves, they
did not disappoint. After suffering
a tough loss to Germantown in
the quarterfinals of last year’s
state tournament and losing 3
senior starters, the young team
was ready to come out and show
that they were ready to carry on
the Memorial basketball tradition.
After a pretty close game to start,
they began to pull away after
halftime and eventually won 57
to Middleton’s 47. Every member
of the team except for three saw
action in the game, and everyone
played well.
The student section’s theme
for the game was “Lax bro” a play
off of a theme that the Middleton
student section likes to use. It was
the first time in recent years that
the Memorial student section has
used this theme, and it was a great
success! To be a “lacrosse bro,”
one needed to be wearing a mesh
jersey, shorts, high socks, sandals,
and an optional backwards-facing
hat. Many students from Memorial
showed up, and the enthusiasm
was through the roof! Overall, the
first game was a successful event
that excited both the players and
the fans for the season ahead and
the possibility of a 10th straight trip
to the State tournament at the Kohl
Center.

Photos by Emily Koebke Barsic

