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Special Homecoming Issue!

The Light of Life Walk
was on Wednesday, September 26th at 6:00 pm on the track at Mansfield 
Stadium.  For those who don’t know, this 2 mile walk to benefit the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma society was started by Tyler and Justin 

Dahmen 11 years ago 
when their 4 year old 
cousin was diagnosed 
with leukemia. Their 
grandmother, Bruce’s 
mom, also had passed 
away from breast cancer 
in 1999, so they were 
motivated to raise money 
for cancer research.  A 
Memorial tradition was 
born.

You also may not know that last year was the first year that Memorial’s 
Peer Partners Club started organizing the event. A portion of the money 
raised helps fund our social outings facilitating friendships between 
students with and without disabilities.

Finally, many of us didn’t 
know that 11th grader 
Megan McGrath lost her 
mother to cancer. Megan 
was our Grand Marshall 
of the walk this year, and 
she said, “This will be a 
great way to remember and 
honor my mother.” 

Matt Green & 
Marie Stangel

Peer Partners Advisors
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Photos left to right: Seniors in the 
stands include Jhanay Smith, Kat 
Quintanilla, Andrea Schultz, Jenny 
Vang, Lauren Alexander, Corinne Franz, Isabelle Cooperstein, MC’s Caleb 
Ennis, Spartan Man John Springer, Kadejah Wilson; Cheer Stunts, Emily KB 
video tapes for Spartan News, Ms. Dwyer Syverud doing the splits, Home-
coming King & Queen- Isaiah Mitchel and Katrina Gonzales, Caleb shows 
some shin, Jrs. at tug-of-war, Mr. Jaeger leads the band in the school song, 
Senior stands, Staff at tug-of-war, Ms. Glaaser is toilet-papered, Boy stunts 
during “Guy-Girl”

What’s a Pep Aud?
 This year’s 
Homecoming Pep Rally was 
one of the best Memorial 
has seen in ages. The long 
standing tradition has been, at times, called into 
question. Not that long ago there were several 
rallies in the school year. The Fall and Winter 
sports had “kick off” pep rallies where teams 
were introduced and schedules announced. The 
Winter Rally featured basketball hoop tricks 
and gymnastic stunts. Many incoming freshmen 
are clueless to what a “Pep Aud” is, as well as 
a few upper classmen. The Sword and Shield 
sought the advice of teachers. 
 Nick Berndt, Cross Categorical teacher, 
asked the same thing of a colleague while 
teaching at East. It was described to him first 
with the definition of “Pep” which means 
energy and high spirits or liveliness. Original 
Pep Rallies were held for a school audience 

only, not outsiders. 
Since a rally often includes others outside of 
the school audience, the “Aud” referred to the 
students and staff only. 
 Tyler Spence, science teacher, sent the 
Sword and Shield an old Pep Aud photo taken 
in the auditorium, inferring that because pep 
rallies were in the auditorium, they were called 
Pep Auds.  John Rummel, School Psychologist, 
agreed, “In my experience, ‘aud’ has always 
been short-hand for an auditorium, but more 
as a proper noun: ‘Are you going to the aud?’ 
could mean, ‘Are you going to hear the guest 
speaker this afternoon?’” Mr. Rummel said 
that at West (where he used to work), it was 
common short-hand to refer to events held 
in the auditorium.  Len Morimino, School 

Counselor, who also worked at West at one time 
was told that because they were once held in 
Auditoriums they were called Pep Auds.  He 
says, “I’ve NEVER liked it.  And I no idea why, 
but it reminds me of Pepto Bismal and frogs. 
‘Pep AUD! Pep AUD!’.”



Life of a Freshman
By Sam Wood
 As a freshman, life can be 
hard sometimes. You’re faced with 
serious life questions, like “Who 
will I sit with at lunch?” While 
these questions we face every day 
may not be easy to answer, JMM 
really does try to make Memorial 
High School a nice place to be a 
student, from the endless list of 
clubs and the charismatic Spartan 
News anchors to the other fine 
writers at the Sword and Shield. As 
a freshman, weekends are few and 
far apart, and, as I quickly found 
out, you have your nose to the 
grind stone most hours during the 
day. Weekends serve as reminders 
that we are still alive, and Monday 
backyard is a place where we can 
all sit in awkward silence for a 

while. As high schoolers, 
our lives are hard but fun, 
and as a freshman, I am 
glad to be a part of the great 
JMM community.
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 Join Spartan 
Youth Service!

By Daniel Li 
 Spartan Youth Service has 
been a Memorial tradition since 
1994! We are an internationally 
recognized volunteering club that 
wants to make a difference. Join 
us in helping our school and our 
community become a better place 
for all of us. There are weekly 
meetings after school, every 
Wednesday in the Fish Bowl. You 
can sign up for volunteer activities 
as well as grab a bite to eat. This 
club is a great opportunity to gain 
experience in volunteering, and 
you might even make some new 
friends along the way. Hope to see 
you soon!

Experience Spain 
in 2013!!!

 Looking for a great 
opportunity to use your Spanish 
and learn about a beautiful culture?  
In the summer of 2013, we will be 
traveling to Spain for 11 days.  We 
will be visiting the magnificent 
Alhambra in Granada, seeing the 
beautiful sights of Sevilla, and 
enjoying a flamenco show, too.  
Next is a stop in Córdoba to visit 
an olive oil factory, before we 
proceed to Madrid.  In Madrid, 
we will have a spectacular tour 
and visit all the major tourist sites.  
The students will participate in an 
exchange with some local students 
and then will have an opportunity 
to have flamenco dance lessons in 
the beautiful Retiro Park.  Finally, 
we will take the AVE train onto 
Barcelona where the students 
will experience the beautiful 
sites of this eclectic city and also 
participate in an art workshop.  
They will also get a chance to 
spend time on the beach and try 
some paella.  It’s an amazing tour 
and I am so excited to offer this 
opportunity to our students.

For more information, you 
can email me, Srta. Nickols, at 
knickols@madison.k12.wi.us.  Or, 
check out the tour website…www. 
eftours.com, tour # 1164501

Note from the Editor
by Will Xiang
 A month has already passed 
since the start of this school year!  
For many of you (hopefully), 
time has quickly gone by with the 
flurry of activity accompanying 
each new academic season.  We 
all have quickly found priorities 
to deal with, from freshmen 
adjusting to a new environment to 
seniors busily completing college 
applications in preparation for the 
next step in their lives.  But as we 
all begin to settle in for the months 
ahead, we here at the Sword and 
Shield present to you our monthly 
installment of diverse news and 
reviews, complete with tons of 
pictures.  Also, be sure to check 
our new fashion and book review 
columns, debuting this issue!
 If you would like to join 
the Sword and Shield or would like 
to submit any articles for future 
issues, come to weekly meetings 
on Wednesday after school in the 
Photo Lab, email us at jmmswordn.
shield@gmail.com, or find us on 
Facebook!  As always, feel free 
to contact me or my co-editor-in-
chief, Jessi Ford, if you have any 
questions.

Let’s Meet Our Freshman 
Class Officers!

By Shalini Patro 
 The first full week of school has been a busy 
one. Not only has everyone been taking time to adjust 
to their new schedules, but class officers have also 
been chosen from each grade level. I’m sure you 
might’ve been asked to provide a signature for a 
running student, either as a friend, a member of their 
backyard—or maybe even both. Either way, you’ve 
helped the process of choosing a leader for your grade 
level. 
 But wait, what are class officers? Class offi-
cers are sort of like a student body government. There 
is a president, vice president, treasurer, and secretary, 
just like there is in a normal government. Each of 
these students are your voice in the school. Give them 
an idea and they take can make it happen. They are 
also in charge of planning things—the homecoming 
dance being an example. 
 That being said, let’s meet the class officers 
from Memorial’s freshman class. All have come from 
different schools and backgrounds, but share the same 
passion for taking action and student voice. 
 First in line, Maryann Rehani. Hailing from 
Our Lady Queen of Peace, she is now one of 4 lead-
ers of the freshman student body. I asked her why 
she wanted to a class officer and she replied that she 
thought it would be a fun experience and she had al-
ways wanted to be a part of a club/organization. When 
asked what her plans were for this year, she stated en-
thusiastically that she wanted to improve the student 
body and help get everyone involved –namely letting 
people who want to say something get the chance to 
say it. And finally, when being asked about her experi-
ences so far, she gushes: “It’s super fun and I’ve been 
so busy! We have a lot of dates planned for different 
things and even though it’s a big commitment it’s 
definitely worth it!” 
 Are the three other officers as excited 
about their role as much as Maryann? Let’s find 
out.
 Axel Gaarder from Spring Harbor has the 
position of vice president among the class offi-
cers. His reason for wanting to be a class officer 
is a little corny, but still acceptable. “I want to 
coach our school body in the right direction,” he 
says. When I questioned him on whether or not 
the right people were chosen to be class officers, 
he stated that he was happy with the turnout and 
thought that they would make a great team. Fi-
nally, when I questioned him on his future plans 
regarding Memorial, he agreed with Maryann, 

saying that he wanted to get freshmen more involved 
and have their voices heard. Coming in third is Ju-
lia Donkle from Toki Middle School, who admitted 
that there weren’t really set positions at the moment 
for any of the leaders. Almost everyone wants to be 
president, and only Axel seems to have the set role as 
of now. For Julia, I asked her what it was like so far 
being a class officer. Her response was simple: fast 
and fun.Fast, meaning that everyone was kept on their 
toes and constantlyworking, and fun, which is the fact 
that she gets to be involved in making decisions.
 Julia also wants to get Freshmen more involved and 
wants “their voices to be heard”, just like her other 
fellow officers. Finally, when inquired about her 
enjoying her time as a class officer, she says that she 
really enjoys it and overall finds it to be an amazing 
experience.
 As you can see, our freshman class officers 
sure seem to have amazing plans this year coming our 
way! From homecoming to football games, or even 
just getting freshmen more involved…either way, you 
can tell that it’s going to be an exciting year full of 
changes to make Memorial even better.

Below: Axel Gaarder, Julia Donkle, Sydney Lorenz, and 
Maryann Rehani.



By Libby Scholz
Now that it’s a month into school, Board 

business has really begun to pick up. Between 
Superintendent Search sessions, new report cards (for 
schools, no students), and contract negotiations, new 
developments happen almost every day. Additionally, 
The Third Friday membership count is over, so our 
district is in the process of allocating more teachers, 
classrooms and resources to schools over capacity. 
For instance, 4-K has three new sections that need 
educational assistants, so the Board just approved 
funding for that. In my opinion, most of the issues 
addressed this month have been highly relevant to 
student life. 
 A new program, the Seed to Table initiative, will directly impact 
students by providing another alternative option in place of mainstream 
schooling. Seed to Table (STT) targets at-risk and credit deficient 
students, primarily focusing on Urban Agriculture, Culinary Arts and 
Food Preservation. The Goodman Center (where the program is housed) 
sought funding for a full time teacher to provide English and Math 
instruction during the day so that the program could help students get 
back on track to graduate. At the full meeting September 24, the Board 
decided to provide this funding. Now, guidance counselors will begin the 
process of recruiting at risk students who “would benefit the most” from 
joining the program. 
 The Board also tackled how to measure progress on closing the 
achievement gap. One initiative in the “Building Our Future” proposal 
(the official name of the achievement gap plan) is to offer the Explore, 
PLAN, and ACT tests in school to all students. By implementing 
the ACT district wide, the district hopes to greatly increase minority 
students’ participation in the exam itself, encourage enrollment in 
postsecondary institutions like Madison College, schools in the UW 
System and other technical, two year and four year colleges, and better 
measure what students are ready for college using the ACT’s “College 
Readiness Benchmarks.” Discussion continues as to how our district 
should set the bars for achievement, but there’s exciting news, because 
simply by mandating that all students take the ACT and offering it during 
the school day, the District expects to meet more than 95% participation.
 It’s amazing when national policy is seen at a school-district 
level. One of the Obama Administration’s education reforms has been to 
allow states exemption from No Child Left Behind. Wisconsin has been 
waived from meeting certain standards of this law, but in return we’ve 
had to introduce our own (higher) standards, and more accountability for 
schools. These two changes will be reflected in a new state Department 
of Public Instruction change: school by school report cards.

The first change will be especially visible for students: 
the bar for proficient and advanced standing on the WKCE will 
change dramatically. The state has adopted national measures for 

these categories, and as a result the Wisconsin State Journal has 
predicted the percentage of students scoring proficient or better on 
last November’s WKCE drops from 80 percent in reading and math 
to below 40 percent. I suspect that students and parents will freak 
out about this change but I’m actually excited about it! I think using 
national standards allows the state to use resources from throughout 
the country, more fully participate in a national conversation about 
public education, and maybe receive more federal funding. In my 
opinion, all good things!
  In addition to new state test cutoffs, DPI (the Department of 
Public Instruction) will issue school by school report cards measuring 
certain areas of a school’s achievement. Each school will receive a 
composite score out of 100—and anything 62.9 or below is considered 

“meets few expectations.” The composite score is broken out into 
measures like Student Growth in reading and math, closing achievement 
gaps in graduation rates, and on-track and post secondary readiness. The 
report, unfortunately, may bias results against large districts like MMSD 
and its schools. For instance, one subscore measures ACT participation 
and performance. Our district will have very high participation because 
the ACT will be required for all students. However, performance may 
be lower than a smaller district where only students who have prepared 
take the exam. Similarly, achievement gaps throughout Wisconsin are 
often racial. Smaller, whiter, suburban districts have an advantage on a 
demographically driven assessment because, at least statistically, white 
students are likely to (on average) perform better. If we adjusted to a 
value-added model, many of our schools would be at the top of DPI’s 
reports, since students make progress throughout the year. 
  Finally, in a conversation that recalled February of 2011, the 
Board of Education discussed whether to begin the collective bargaining 
process with unionized employees in the district, since a local judge 
ruled Act 10 (banning collective bargaining) unconstitutional for the time 
being. The night the Board announced their decision, the auditorium was 
standing room only.  Can an entire crowd wait with baited breath? I’m 
not sure, but the nervous energy was palpable at the meeting. For union 
members, the wait was worth it: the Board decided, in a closed session 
(meaning I wasn’t there during the decision making), to proceed with 
collective bargaining as “expeditiously as possible.” Just like the Dane 
County Board decided to do last week, the School District will now 
negotiate with the unions in MMSD to come to a contract agreement, 
much like they did before Act 10 passed. Public appearances urged 
the district to move quickly, so that Judge Colas’s decision isn’t stayed 
before negotiation is complete. I wish I could have been part of the 
session that decided this, but in any case, that’s the decision!
 My favorite part of this job is hearing from students throughout 
the district, and as always I’m looking for feedback. Tweet at me @
LiaisonLibby, follow my blog at mmsd-boe.blogspot.com, or email me at 
emscholz@madison.k12.wi.us. I’m here to represent you!

Monthly Update from the Student Liaison
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LEADERSHIP RETREAT
By Maryann Rehani 
 As we all know, our world revolves around 
leaders. At Memorial high school, we have leaders 
such as teachers, principals, assistant principals, etc… 
They do an amazing job. Some of the ways the JMM 
students followed in those footsteps include backyard 
reps, link crew leaders and class officers. As one of 
the freshman class officers, I was lucky enough to at-
tend the retreat a few weeks ago. We did lots of activi-
ties to build teamwork ideas, and to become the future 
leaders of Memorial. We did everything from 
an obstacle course in which we closed our eyes and 
our partners led us, to having a fake backyard simu-
lation. We talked all about how to make backyard 
a more fun and interesting experience for everyone 
who’s there. A huge goal of ours is to involve ev-
eryone, and let everyone have a turn, and make sure 
we’re incorporating all the students, especially the 
freshman. I think I speak for everyone in student gov-
ernment when I say that backyard this year is becom-
ing an amazing experience. As you saw in Spartan 

news a while 
back, we all sat 
on the bleachers 
of the football sta-
dium at the end of 
this meeting, and 
played a fun game 
of rollercoaster. 
This is why the 
JMM student 
government is so 
dedicated to mak-
ing backyard days, 
and every day a 
nice break from 
the crazy world of 
a high school stu-
dent.  During this 
4 hour retreat, we 
all learned some 

new leadership skills, fun games, met some other peo-
ple in JMM student government, and reviewed how to 
make JMM backyard days the best they can be. The 
retreat overall was extremely fun, and very informa-
tive on how to lead our school. Overall, the retreat 
was extremely fun, and very informative on how to 
lead our school.Why does it matter to you what we 
did? Well, as an eyewitness, I can say that these 
students are working very hard to make backyard, and 
JMM in general really thrives. We meet twice a week, 
and come to other meetings/events to plan things, or 
to lead other upcoming events.  So all of this has been 
written to let you know that 
JMM student government 
are trying their very hard-
est to give everyone a good 
experience. In conclusion, 
backyard and the 2012/2013 
JMM student government is 
working our hardest to make 
sure everyone at Memorial 
has a great year!

Go Green!
by Sadhana Pittala
Those of you that have walked by 
the woodshop have probably no-
ticed the latest addition to our ever 
improving school. If you haven't 
already guessed what it is, here’s a 
hint: it houses green things...that’s 
right, a Green house. Thanks to the 
efforts of the Environmental club, 
Joel Cryer, and Ms. Piraino, JMM 
now has its very own greenhouse. 
Plans to build a greenhouse had 
been around for many years, in 
fact, the Environmental club has 
been fundraising through concerts, 
silent auctions and a number of 
bake sales and hot chocolate sales 
for the past four years in order to 
accomplish their goal. Funding was 
also provided by JMM ISEI and 
the Student Support Foundation. 
 As of now the greenhouse 
is empty, but plans are already in 
place to add benches and a walk-
way. In the future, the greenhouse 
will also house a number of prairie 
plants, ‘fast plants’ and plants from 
the organic garden. 
If you have any other ideas for 
the new greenhouse, contact 
Ms.Piraino.
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The Master 
By Jack Feria

 
 

Filmmaker Paul Thomas Anderson 
has made much more than a good 
film; however, I’m not entirely 
sure you can call this anything 
more than a well-executed social 
experiment. My first instinct 
when asked to write this piece 
was to shed light on the incredible 
performances by Joaquin Phoenix 
and Phillip Seymour Hoffman, but 
I remembered this is no typical 
film. The Master is the type of 
movie that requires you to ask 
questions not only during but 
long after it has ended. Anderson 
seems to throw in miscellaneous 
scenes that don’t necessarily 
drive the story forward but rather 
re-establish what we already 
know about the characters on 
screen, much like repetition, a 
brainwashing strategy used by cult 

leader character Lancaster Dodd. 
With respect to this, I asked myself 
if Anderson was simply trying to 
make an unsettling film or if he 
had greater intentions. No, I’m 
not about to claim The Master is 
meant to be a brainwashing film 
that will be the centerpiece of an 
A Clockwork Orange sequel; I’m 
claiming that Anderson has used 
his scenes without cuts, much like 
a staring contest, to brainwash his 
audience into liking his film, a 
social experiment that has parallels 
to the previously referenced Dodd. 
Anderson, like Dodd, is a brilliant 
man with a strong following due 
to his previous work. In the film, 
Dodd releases a book that rewrites 
many of the values of his cult 
leading to confusion, a feeling I 
guarantee anyone will feel while 
watching the movie. (You’ll never 
look at sand the same way again). 
In fact, several film essayists and 
critics have expressed that the 
film feels “weightless”, “epic but 
detached”, and “not Anderson’s 
best work”. I believe this criticism 
was the film maker’s intention 
because it begs his audience to ask 
questions and uncover the layers of 
his work. 
Who knows? Maybe this is all 
pseudo-intellect or the tired mind 
of a young man facing senioritis? 
All I do know is that The Master 
had a profound effect on me both 
visually and mentally and although 
it may not win any accolades with 
the exception of Best Actor for 
Joaquin Phoenix, I can’t see the 
work falling off my list as one of 
the best films of year.

A Bookish Point of View: 
Throne of Glass by 
Sarah J. Maas
By Daphne Schigiel
I just finished this book about ten minutes ago, and 
I have to say, it was far better than I had previously 
thought it would be.  It truly struck me by surprise 
how well interwoven the different plot lines were.  It 
kept me guessing until page 404!!!  

Throne of Glass is the first book in a series by 
Sarah J. Maas.  It takes place in the fictional world of 
Erilea, which is almost entirely ruled by a merciless 
king, despite the fact that he technically only rules 
one of the many countries.  
Celaena Sardothien is the most infamous assassin 
in Erilea.  She has assassinated countless people 
for money.  But finally she is caught, and sent to an 
inescapable prison.  

The son of the merciless king finds Celaena 
and brings her to the palace for one reason.  She is to 
win the competition to become the king’s champion 
for four years.  And then, she will be free.

First, I must talk about the plot.  What a plot!  
Oh, yes, what a plot.  I’m pretty sure that included 

just about everything. 
Hold on, I must 
count…
1. A wonderful 
mystery.  Did I figure 
it out by the end?  No.  
I stand corrected for 
thinking that I was 
smarter than Celaena.  
When was the last 
time you read a fantasy 
that included a murder 
mystery? 
2. Magic!!!  In my 
opinion, no book is 
complete without 

at least a little 
magic.  This book 
certainly fulfilled 
that request.  
3. Romance.  And 
when I thought 
they were going to 
end up together… 
hmm.  Should I 
tell you this?  No.  
4.  Suspenseful suspense.  Oooh, that was cringe 
worthy.   Note to self: Don’t ever say that again.  Not 
ever.  Anyway, it was suspenseful.  I hung onto every 
word wanting to know what happened next.  
5. Plotting of evil plots.  Behind their back.  How 
rude.
 And what was amazing was that they were all 
intertwined, tied into one another.  Without one, the 
other wouldn’t be complete.

Next discussion is about the main character.  
Celaena Sardothien = assassin.  But just assassin?  
Oh, no, I think not.   She is a many sided character, 
with just as many moods and personality aspects.  She 
has her quirks and fears, just like every other human 
being, similar to the other characters.  Even after 
reading this book, I still haven’t figured out some of 
them completely, and that in turn it made it slightly 
more complicated to understand the scenes.

This book was written in third person.  At 
first, I admit, I got annoyed with it.  I wanted to figure 
Celaena out faster.  But as the story went on, I knew 
that it is written that way for a reason.   The reader 
is meant to find out about Celaena when the other 
characters do.  Not before, not after.  You are not 
supposed to be able to guess what will happen next.

I would recommend Throne of Glass to 
anyone who loves a good fantasy book.  But beware: 
cliff hanger!  There will be a sequel, I hope.

Con Tutta Forza!
By: David Cao

Music has always been a big passion at Memorial, with its 
extravagant orchestras, magnificent bands, and lively choirs. From 
individuals who have no musical experience to musical prodigies who 
have performed in a large concert hall, the JMM music program has a 
well-known history of music making. This year, Memorial brought on a 
vibrant varnish to the Philharmonic Orchestra, with its new conductor, 
Mr. Andy Johnson. 

As a teacher, conductor, and cellist, Mr. Johnson has a diverse 
musical background. He taught in elementary, middle, and high schools 
in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Vermont. During his graduate studies, Mr. 
Johnson also taught music education classes and cello lessons as a 
graduate assistant at Ithaca College. This year at JMM will be his ninth 
year of teaching orchestra. 

The Philharmonic Orchestra, with 44 great musicians, fills the 
orchestra room with a rich and mellifluous sound when they play. The 
students come from all grade levels, from 9th through 12th grade, and are 
always motivated to work hard in the classroom. Mr. Johnson believes 
that there is a great bond among the musicians, each displaying excellent 
leadership both musically and socially. The students regard Mr. Johnson 
as a very nice teacher who loves to teach.

Currently, the orchestra is working on three pieces for the first 
concert cycle, one of which is Benjamin Britten’s Simple Symphony, 
Opus 4. It was written between December 1933 and February 1934 in 
Lowestoft, England, using handfuls of old tunes and song melodies that 
Britten had written for the piano as a young teenager. The piece consists 
of four movements with the most peculiar names, starting off with the 
first movement, Boisterous Bouree, with its colorful twists and turns in 
the theme. The other three movements are entitled Playful Pizzicato, 
Sentimental Sarabande, and Frolicsome Finale. The other two pieces 
are both Concerto Grossos, one piece being a movement of a Concerto 
Grosso by G.F. Handel and the other piece a modern Concerto Grosso 
titled Palladio, written by Karl Jenkins in 1996.

On October 23rd, come and check out the 1st magnificent concert. 
2013 marks the 100th birthday of Benjamin Britten and the Philharmonic 
Orchestra is truly going to make the music come to life! 
If you are interested in joining the orchestra this year or next year, please 
feel free to come by and talk to Mr. Johnson.

INSTAGRAM IS INSTAMAZING
This month’s theme is for the dogs... featuring dog images from Caroline 
Smith, Hannah Eldridge and our own Hannah Anderson and Jessi Ford.
Next month, we’ll be looking for crazy cat ladies...



Comfort and Simple Elegance:
A look inside Addie Clearwood’s closet

 By Monika Hetzler
 While scuttling around from class to class being worried about 
upcoming math tests or science labs, it is quite easy to miss those around 
you. Memorial is such a large school, filled with so many different 
students, and each of us has our own personal style. As a society we are 
defined by the music we listen to, the movies we watch, and the clothes 
we wear. Sometimes, what we literally wear on our sleeves can give 
insight to who we are or to who we 
aspire to be. A dress or a sweatshirt 
can mean something different and 
significant to every wearer. So, with 
such a large and complex student 
body, what is Memorial’s style? To 
find this answer, here is our first 
ever article, spotlighting students 
and teachers. And who better to 
be our first interviewee but Addie 
Clearwood? Currently a senior, 
Addie loves acting and singing, and 
she wants to act professionally on 
Broadway after graduating. Filled to 
the brim with creativity, Addie has 
the elegance and taste to match!
M: How would you describe your personal style?
A: Comfortable for me- some people are comfortable in sweatpants, I’m 
more comfortable in dresses and jeans.
M: How does your life affect your style?
A: Because I don’t do sports I don’t wear sporty outfits. I like reading 
books in a corner, or being on stage and this affects how I want others 
to perceive me. My personal interests are reflected in the clothes I wear. 
I like English T.V. and reading Shakespeare. If I wore a football jersey, 
somebody would ask me questions about the game, and I wouldn’t know 
what to say!
M: Who or what are your biggest style icons?
A: Audrey Hepburn and Grace Kelly. I wouldn’t say that I dress like 
them every day but I do try to emanate their aura of grace, a subtle 
elegance.
M: What’s your favorite accessory?
A: Belts and scarves. A belt can make any loose shirt look good! And 
scarves are easy! They can dress up or tone down an outfit.
M: What’s your favorite outfit?
A: That’s tricky! Heels and a dress- I’m not very particular. My favorite 
outfit changes from day to day. I have to say, though, the worst thing is 
wearing sweat pants and a grey shirt (or anything grey in that manner) 
on a bad day, since they usually make me feel worse. For bad days I need 
something bright, since it makes me happy to see color. But, when I have 
to get work done I bring out the yoga pants and a grey shirt. I can just 
curl up in a sweatshirt.
M: What advice would you give to anybody who is trying to find 
their own style?
A:  I’ve gone through many stages; I feel like everyone does. In 
kindergarten I wore a mesh hat with flowers and yellow overalls with 
cut-out animals. Crazy stuff, but five-year olds can pull that off. I had my 
graphic tee stage-and then one morning I woke up and realized I wanted 
to dress from a different stage in time. I love costumes- if I could wear a 
costume every day I would. My outfits are kind of toned down versions 

of costumes from plays. 
So, I would tell people to 
play around with things. 
Don’t be afraid if your 
shirt doesn’t quite match 
your pants, if it makes you 
happy others will respond.

 *If you or a friend would 
like to be interviewed for 
the next student spotlight 
please contact Monika 
Hetzler at: monhetz@
gmail.com
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Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) This week look around each new 
corner, there’s a surprise waiting for you!

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) The inner you is the true you. Let 
people see it!

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Tragedy can only be averted 
with a positive attitude.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Don’t worry that summer is 
over; true love is still out there.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) True courage lies within your 
heart.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Be nice to your sibling, they 
might care for you in your old age.

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) Look in the mirror this morning 
and tell yourself a truth each day!

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Dominate on 3...  1, 2, 3, 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Don’t drive your car this 
week. Walking burns more calories and it’s safer.

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) Cancer sucks!

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) I’m the king of the world.

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) Do something with your best 
friend from elementary school this month, because they 
were your friend before anyone was worried about 
what’s popular.

More Homecoming Pep Rally pictures from Arcadia Katzenberger and Nick Smith

(Far Left to Left) VP Meg Hamele with Claire Hornecek, Senior Secretary Daniel Li, 
MC Kadejah Wilson, (Below Left) Senior Slide Show watching, Freshman stands look 
good, Seniors are pumped up!



Photography is my passion. 
It allows me to express my 
creativity in a fun way. I’ve always 
been interested in photography, 
ever since I was young. Around 
age 10 I got my first digital point-
and-shoot camera, which became 
my best friend for a little while, 
because I was so excited about 
it. From age 10 to 16 I went 
through roughly 6 point-and-shoot 
cameras (because I was clumsy and 
broke half of them) and I wanted 
something bigger and better. The 
JMM Art Department has played 
a major role in my school life.  
As a sophomore I took Photo 1 
with the wonderful Mrs. Ford in 
hopes of being in an exciting yet 
simple class, which is exactly 
what it ended up being! Photo 1 
explores film cameras, which was 
very different for me. I was so 
used to my little digital ones, but 
I ended up enjoying every part 
of my Photo 1 class and going 
through the process of developing 

my own photos. As a junior I took 
Photo 2 first semester with the 
fabulous Mr. Frontier. This class 
gives you a look at digital cameras 
and computer editing programs. 
During this class I shot one of my 
favorite photo shoots that I’ve 
done. Seen BELOW, ABOVE, 
ON THE RIGHT, ON THE LEFT. 
(featuring Kelsey Hellenbrand) 
Photo 2 really pushed me to try 
new things and the water portrait 
shoot with Kelsey was one of the 
results of being pushed outside my 
comfort zone. I ended up being 
a teaching assistant for Photo 2 
second semester. 

Emily KB

“A History of the 
American Film” 

By Andrew Turner
 The Memorial Theatre 
Company is performing its first 
production of the year in just a 
few weeks. The play, “A History 
of the American Film,” written by 
Christopher Durang, is a wonderful 
journey through the many years of 
film. The play follows an orphan 
girl, Loretta (Emma Cibula), as 
she begins to understand that the 
world isn’t actually as innocent 

as she originally thinks. She 
meets tough guy Jimmy (Sachin 
Dharwadker) and falls in love. But 
Jimmy’s tough girlfriend, Bette 
(Betsy Kunz), won’t have any of 
it and tries to stop Loretta from 
stealing Jimmy’s heart at all costs. 
Loretta stumbles through years of 
classic and modern film in hopes 
of finally finding the happy ending 
she’s been waiting for. Despite 
its name, the play is a comedy 
and has catchy musical numbers, 
including “We’re in a Salad” and 
“Off to War,” that will leave you 

humming for weeks. Tickets will 
be $7 and you will have the option 
of purchasing them at the event or 
a couple weeks in advance during 
both lunches. Directed by Marlene 
Jones, Chet Agni, and Tom Hardin 
and boasting a cast of seventeen 
in addition to a truly amazing 
set, “A History of the American 
Film” is an experience you won’t 
want to miss. Come see it October 
11th, 12th, 13th, and 18th, 19th, and 
20th at 7:30 PM in Theatre 300 at 
Memorial High School. 6

15 Common Health 
Myths Corrected

By Hannah Anderson
1) Listerine mouthwash doesn’t 
repel mosquitoes, and neither does 
eating garlic.
2) The five-second rule definitely 
doesn’t work. Germs transfer 
from the floor to your food almost 
instantaneously, faster than you 
could ever pick it up.
3) Cracking your knuckles won’t 
cause arthritis, although knuckle 
crackers usually do have weaker 
hands.
4) Chocolate doesn’t cause acne.
5) Cold weather doesn’t cause you 
to get sick! The fact is that when 
it’s cold outside, people spend 
more time indoors, where germs 
are more concentrated.
6) You don’t lose more body heat 
from your head or feet than from 
any other body part. Also, sugar 
doesn’t actually make kids hyper. 
It’s all in your mind.
7) Swimming after eating doesn’t 
make you more likely to drown. 
Muscle cramps can come at any 
time, with any amount of food 
in your stomach. The two aren’t 
related.
8) You shouldn’t throw away the 
crust of your bread. It actually 
has 8 times the amount of cancer 
fighting antioxidants that the rest 
of your bread has.
9) If you cross your eyes for a long 
time, they will not get stuck that 
way.
10) Having someone scare you 
while you have the hiccups won’t 
actually get rid of your hiccups, but 

you might want to try swallowing 
one teaspoon of sugar. 
11) You can wear too much 
sunblock. Wearing too much 
deprives your body of the vitamin 
D which you get naturally from the 
sun.
12) Poison ivy is not contagious 
after it has been rinsed off.
13)  You are safer kissing a dog 
than another human. Most illnesses 
that dogs get are species-specific 
and cannot be transferred to 
humans. 
14) Sunburn won’t turn into a tan. 
It will turn red, peel, and look 
gross.
15) Swallowing watermelon 
seeds doesn’t cause the growth 
of a watermelon inside of you. 
Surprising, right?



Joe Ferguson, Senior
Favorite Class: CAMM 
Current Sport: football 
Career Highlights: 2010 playoffs, 
2011 state champs
I love (football) because: you can 
hurt people and not get in trouble
Season goal: state championship
Other sports: baseball 
I love being a Spartan because: 
the perks
Most memorable moment in 
sports: when green and white boys 
2011 won state basketball
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: losing to west football 
2012
Everyone on the team knows me 
as that guy who… went out with 
Julia ullen
Pregame music playlist: hustle 
and flow soundtrack
Pregame fuel: noodles
Most inspirational teammate: 
Adam Schuman
Favorite Athlete: Russell Wilson
Favorite opponent: West
I wish I could compete against: 
edgewood
Favorite movie: the parent trap
Favorite TV show: keeping up 
with the kardashians
I describe myself as: a snake in 
the grass
I look up to… Brendan ortiz
I can’t live without… water and 
food and shelter
I wish I could meet: kim kar-
dashian
During the Olympics I watched: 
gymnastics
Did you know… I went to prom 
with Claire Mccarthy
Post-High school plans: college
On the bucket list: get married

Jester Weah, Senior
Favorite Class: Forensic Science
Current Sport: Football
Career Highlights: Winning the 
basketball state championship my 
sophomore year
I love football because: It’s more 
than just a game
Season goal: Make it to the play-
offs and go far
Other sports: Basketball and 
Track
I love being a Spartan because: 
Everyone knows who you are
Most memorable moment in 
sports: Getting my first dunk in a 
game freshman year
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: Having a bug fly into my 
eye while playing football
Everyone on the team knows me 
as that guy who… loves to laugh
Pregame music playlist: Meek 
Mill and a little bit of country tunes
Pregame fuel: Peanut butter & Jelly 
sandwiches / Swedish fish
Most inspirational teammate: Joe 
Ferguson
Favorite Athlete: Calvin Johnson
Favorite opponent: Madison East
I wish I could compete against: The 
private schools
Favorite movie: The Notebook
Favorite TV show: Glee
I describe myself as: a handsome 
young man, who will work hard to 
achieve his goals.
I look up to… My beautiful 
mother
I can’t live without…God
I wish I could meet: Michael 
Phelps
During the Olympics I watched: 
Usain Bolt dominate as usual
Did you know… I enjoy long 
walks on the beach and love to 
cook
Post-High school plans: Attend 
a four-year college and hopefully 
play football at a division-1 school.
On the bucket list: Win another 
state championship in basketball, 
learn how to swim, travel to Lon-
don and Brazil

Kelly Shen, Senior
Favorite Class: art, physics
Current Sport: tennis
Career Highlights: beating DSHA
I love tennis because: of my 
amazing coaches and teammates
Season goal: state
Other sports: basketball for fun
I love being a Spartan because: 
Memorial is a pretty incredible 
school
Most memorable moment: briq's 
ice cream with the team
Most inspirational teammate: 
Swastie Bhagwandin  
Favorite movie: coach carter, 
harry potter, step up
I look up to: people who accom-
plish their dreams
I can’t live without: music
I wish I could meet: steve jobs, 
walt disney
Did you know: I'm ambidextrous
Post-High school plans: college 
on one of the coasts
On the bucket list: traveling the 
world

Josh Peters, Senior
Favorite Class: Human Relations
Current Sport: Soccer
Career Highlights: winning soccer 
conference junior year, Captain 
senior year for soccer, Getting on 
the Spartan 7 my sophomore and 
junior yearsq for the 4x800 relay.
I love soccer because: I’ve been 
playing since I was 5 and it’s some-
thing I loved from early on.
Season goal: Make it to state
Other sports: Track and Field
I love being a Spartan because: 
We have the greatest students and 
staff!
Most memorable moment in 
sports: Beating Middleton to win 
conference my junior year, when 
they were ranked second in the 
state.
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: Getting hit somewhere 
unpleasant with a soccer ball
Everyone on the team knows me 
as that guy who… Likes Condi-
tioning...
Pregame music playlist: Atmo-
sphere
Pregame fuel: Activia (for good 
digestion)
Most inspirational teammate: 
Isaiah Mitchell
Favorite Athlete: Theo Walcott
Favorite opponent: Madison West
I wish I could compete against: 
Barcelona
Favorite movie: The Tourist
Favorite TV show: Chopped
I describe myself as: A nice per-
son who is considerate of others  
I look up to… My Parents Doug 
and Michelle
I can’t live without… Coffee
I wish I could meet: Chris Solin-
sky
During the Olympics I watched: 
Archery/Ping Pong
Did you know… I'm 1/4 mexican?
Post-High school plans: College
On the bucket list: Travel the world 
and go skydiving.

Jonah Weisse, Senior
Favorite Class: Calculus
Current Sport: Cross Country
Career Highlights: 2nd team all-
state, 1st team all-conference, 2 
year captain
I love Cross Country because: 
The hard work pays off
Season goal: Go to state as a team
Other sports: Track and Field
I love being a Spartan because: 
We're a competitive and diverse 
school
Most memorable moment in 
sports: Taking 13th at state my 
junior year
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: Tripping myself on the 
warm up run
Everyone on the team knows me 
as that guy who… works hard
Pregame music playlist: shuffle
Pregame fuel: dry cereal
Most inspirational teammate: 
Nate Larson

Favorite Athlete: Chris Solinsky
Favorite opponent: Steven's Point
I wish I could compete against: 
Arrowhead
Favorite movie: Inception
Favorite TV show: SNL
I describe myself as: hard-work-
ing, content, funny
I look up to… my coach, Casey 
Hopp 
I can’t live without… food
I wish I could meet: Barack 
Obama
During the Olympics I watched: 
everything
Did you know… My dad and his 
siblings broke a world record
Post-High school plans: Run in 
college and study computer science
On the bucket list: win a race/
meet

Marissa Hoyer, Senior
Favorite Class: math
Current Sport: volleyball
Career Highlights: going to five 
games with Verona
I love volleyball because: of my 
team
Season goal: be top half in the 
conference
Other sports: basketball and track
I love being a Spartan because: 
we’re awesome
Most memorable moment in 
sports: last year at Track region-
als I was in the 4x100 relay and I 
received the baton in fourth place 
but crossed the finish line in first.
Most embarrassing moment in 
sports: at regionals for basketball 
last year I sat in chocolate before 
the game and I had a stain on my 
shorts. The student section called 
me poopstain, haha  
Everyone on the team knows me 
as that girl who… eats everything
Pregame music playlist: all I do 
is win
Pregame fuel: Gatorade
Most inspirational teammate: 
McKenna Goetz
Favorite Athlete: Michael Phelps
Favorite opponent: Middleton
I wish I could compete against: 
Allyson Felix
Favorite movie: Cinderella
Favorite TV show: Friends
I describe myself as: athletic
I look up to… my dad
I can’t live without… macaroni 
and cheese
I wish I could meet: Ryan Gosling
During the Olympics I watched: 
track
Did you know… I can do a back 
handspring
Post-High school plans: become 
a math teacher and a basketball 
coach
On the bucket list: I want to 
skydive

Prep Profiles
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Boy’s Cross Country 
by Tyler Moses
 For a sport that few outsid-
ers understand, boys Cross Country 
is one of the most popular sports 
at Memorial, totaling in at 82 
athletes. It holds the title of a fall 
sport, however the most dedicated 
of us started training before the 
last school year ended. The goal is 
simple: STATE. With the past two 
seasons ending in disappointment, 
we are determined to not have that 
same feeling again. We are try-
ing to achieve our goal by running 
harder than ever and some of our 
early season performances paid 
the price. But we have become 
stronger for it and as of late have 
been running much better and more 
consistently. 
We were ready to have a breakout 
meet when our strongest runner, 
Jonah Weisse, got injured. Jonah’s 
absence has hurt our team perfor-
mances but we have seen many 
others step up to fill the void. At 
one of our biggest meets of the 
year, the Janesville Craig Midwest 
Invitational, most of the team ran 
lifetime bests as our work begins 
to pay off. With this momentum 
we will be stronger than ever when 
Jonah returns.
 As we prepare for our champion-
ship races of City, Conference, 
and Sectionals, we understand that 
we still have a lot of work to do, 
but we are looking forward to the 
tough competition.
It is hard to describe why 82 guys 
come to practice everyday to kill 
themselves by running two a days, 
endless repeats, and mileage as 
long as 10 miles. Perhaps there is 
no good explanation as to why we 
love what we do. But at the end 
of the day, you’re going to find 82 
guys dedicated and excited to bet-
ter themselves and their team, and 
that is something pretty special.

PACKERS VS. 
SEAHAWKS: 

Reaction, Result, and Resolution
By Sylvan Gu
 In the most recent sports news, a controversial 
call in the National Football League has been caus-
ing much stir around the nation. During last week’s 
game of Monday Night Football, the Packers squared 
off against the relatively young Seattle Seahawks 
team. The whole night was a constant battle between 
the two, and ended up being a low scoring game that 
would ultimately end with a game-determining play. 
The score was twelve to seven; the Packers with the 
lead. With only seconds left in the quarter, and a 4th 
and 10 play for the Seahawks, former Wisconsin Bad-
gers quarterback Russell Wilson called the snap that 
would soon reform the NFL. The Packers chose to 
blitz, and nearly had the 5’11’’ athlete in their grasp. 
But with all of Wilson’s might, he thrust the ball to 
the end zone, hoping for a miracle. As the ball came 
down, two men had their hands on the ball - Green 
Bay’s M.D. Jennings and Seattle’s Golden Tate. The 
crowd was full of suspense as the call was still in the 
air, and within seconds -- touchdown. The stadium 
went wild as they couldn't believe what just occurred. 
With no time left, the Seahawks defeated the mighty 
Packers 14-12. If you are just reading about Monday’s 
sport again with this article, it would seem that Wilson 
has joined history in one of the most incredible mo-
ments in the NFL. Well...that’s somewhat true. But if 
you were someone like me and a majority of Madison, 

you were in shock as you watched the last minute of 
that game. Without a doubt, Seattle Seahawks snuck 
away with a Green Bay Packers win. In fact, as that 

special football was falling, it chose to drive itself 
into the arms of M.D. Jennings -- the Packer’s 
safety. When the group of players all fell to the 
ground, Jennings held the ball close to his chest, 
with Golden Tate’s arm trapped and squirming to 
hold the ball to act as if it were the game winning 
play. Two refs at that moment came to the scene, 
and the result was rather unclear: one called a 
touchback, but the other called a touchdown. 
Now, as a new rule to the NFL, each touchdown 
needs to be reviewed in order to be a real touch-
down. The world watched as replays vividly 
depicted the man in green and yellow, pulling the 
football towards him. Seahawks fans groaned, 
while Packers fans cheered. But to everyone’s 
surprise, the call stood, and Wilson and Seattle 
Seahawks won the game. In disbelief, the whole 
Packer team could not believe their own eyes, 

including Coach Mike McCarthy, and stormed off the 
field, refusing to finish the game for the extra point. 
This call has erupted in recent news, but why? The 
reason is this -- replacement referees. Due to a current 
lockout initiated by the official referees to demand 
a higher salary, the NFL called replacements to help 
judge calls for the football games. Now I am an enthu-
siastic Packers fan, but I’m also a fresh Seahawks fan, 
thanks to Wilson being drafted to the team and former 
Packer back-up quarterback Matt Flynn migrating 
there. But the fact that the Packers were robbed of 
their win was unbelievable and made me strongly 
dislike the game; regardless of the team. Fans in the 
entire nation saw the truth with their own eyes, but 
the call was not the truth. It frustrated everyone and 
the blame was immediately put on the replacement 
refs. This one game caused so much stir that within 
24 hours, the NFL ultimately decided to accede to 
reach an agreement for the original referees. The deal 
includes retirement benefits, and an increase in salary. 
This increase is from an average of $149,000 a year in 
2011 to $173,000 in 2013, climaxing to $205,000 by 
2019. The Packers and Seahawks game was the turn-
ing point in this lockout. All thanks to this one game, 
the NFL finally gave what the legitimate referees de-
serve. The NFL is finally back, and the nation couldn't 
be happier to watch a good ol’ football game

Homecoming Game and Parade Picks 
Photos by Arcadia Katzenberger

Parade of Flags; Puerto 
Rico (far above), German 
(above), Gambia (pos-
sibly upside down- right), 
Wisconsin (far left)



Why the Right is Far from Right:
 Finding Firm Ground When Ideology Has All but Disappeared

By Luke Gangler
 Today’s political climate has increasingly little to do with ideas. 
Candidates, on both sides, make iron proclamations, shirking them 
shortly after. This makes it hard to find a place to stand, and to care. 
 Being a conservative during this year’s presidential primary and 
trying to be one after is much like the plight of a liberal over the last 
four years—disappointing. We are constantly abandoned by the very 
politicians we support. 
 Four years ago a presidential election involved actual debate 
of actual issues. Senator Obama vehemently opposed the Iraq War, 
for instance—calling it unnecessary—while Senator McCain stood 
by its side, citing the success of the then recent troop surge. These 
are ideological opinions that, taking into account the candidates’ 
backgrounds, make sense. 

Today, when President Obama and Governor Romney disagree on 
an issue there seems to be little ideological conflict, but rather a conflict 
of reality. Medicare is the perfect example. Shortly after Romney’s pick 
of Paul Ryan as his running mate, the focus of the election became the 
controversial changes for the Medicare program proposed in the Ryan 
Budget. The battle that has ensued has not been about the substantive 
differences between President Obama’s disappointingly moderate policy 
and Ryan’s reactionary nonsense. Rather, it has been about a number: 716 
billion. 

Both Ryan’s budget and President Obama’s healthcare reform 
cut 716 billion dollars from Medicare (mostly achieved by reducing 
compensation to health professionals). Romney, however, has seized 
upon the number and accused Obama of single handedly destroying 
Medicare. His hypocrisy is illustrative of the low-information political 
society we live in today.
 When Mitt Romney told NARAL Pro Choice in 2002 that he is “a 
strong believer in stating your position and not wavering” he supported 
Row v. Wade. Three years later Romney was “pro life.” Today much 
of the country—although still a minority—considers him to be the best 
choice for President. 
 So what has happened, what changed? The obvious answer is that 
the candidates have changed. The introduction of Mitt Romney, a child-
like liar of epic proportions, has truly altered our entire political reality. 
The ridiculousness that Romney brings to the table has not only lost him 
the election but it has demonstrated how easily we are pulled away from 
substance by the big lie.

The Romney Report
By Thomas Black

As governor of 
Massachusetts, Mitt Romney 
made many critical improvements, 
including eliminating a 3 billion 
dollar deficit without borrowing 
money or raising taxes. By the end 
of Romney’s term in 2007, he had 
accumulated a $2 billion “rainy 
day” fund for the state. Also during 
his term as governor, Romney 
lowered the unemployment rate 
from 5.6% to 4.7%. These are 
the things Romney has done 
just as governor. His plan, if 
elected president, is different than 
President Obama’s. Obama started 
a program called Obamacare which 
raised taxes on the middle-class by 
$500 billion. When elected, Mitt 
Romney will repeal and replace 
Obamacare with policies that will 
allow each state to make a heath 
care reform plan that is best for its 
own citizens. In the end, President 
Obama’s trillion dollar takeover 
of the U.S. heath care System will 
be a disaster for both the federal 
budget and the American people. 
From our already staggering $3.5 
trillion in federal spending in 2010, 
President Obama has projected 
it to $5.6 trillion. Washington is 
spending money in an out-of-
control fashion. Mitt will set goals 
to cap spending by 20 percent 
of GDP. We don’t need another 
four years of wasteful spending 
by Washington. We need a leader 
that will stand up for the middle-
class, cut wasteful spending, and 
put more jobs on the workforce. 
We need Mitt Romney to get our 
country back on track!

World Traveler: A 
Global Perspective 

By Amol Rajesh
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 Switzerland is a landlocked 
country in Europe surrounded by 
France, Germany, Liechtenstein, 
Austria and Italy.  Switzerland is 
a tiny country by size: our state, 
Wisconsin, is about 4-5 times 
larger than Switzerland! But 
Switzerland has more people, 
nearly 8 million to less than 6 
million for Wisconsin.  Switzerland 
is a scenic country with many 
spectacular mountains, beautiful 
lakes, rolling hills and plateaus. 
The mountain range known as the 
Alps dominate the southern part 
of Switzerland and the mountain 
range known as the Jura occupies 
the Northwest region. A very 
popular tourist destination is the 
Jungfraujoch in the Bernese Alps, 
which is nearly 11,400 ft.  high; by 
comparison, the tallest mountain 
in Wisconsin peaks at less than 
2000 ft, and the Rocky Mountains 
in Colorado peak at nearly 14,500 
ft. The Swiss made a cogwheel 
railway to the Jungrfraujoch first 
in 1912! The Jungfraujoch is a 
wonderful experience: along with 
its outdoor/indoor panorama view, 
it also contains an ice palace in 
which the entire palace is made of 
ice inside out. The Jungfraujoch 
is so high, you can see, on a clear 
day, the black forest of Germany, 
or the Vosges mountains in France! 
There are plenty of wonderful 
tourist attractions in the mountains, 
such as Matterhorn, and the 
Schilthorn.  
 You are probably 
wondering: how do people get to 
these mountains?
 The answer is an extremely 
efficient public transport system, 
mostly by railway. The Swiss trains 
run like clockwork, they are on 
the dot efficient and well run. It 
will take you only a few hours to 
get from one end of the country to 
another. The Swiss are also great at 
railway engineering; for example, 
they have the steepest cogwheel 
railway in the world at a gradient 
of 48%!
This train goes up to Mount Pilatus 
(Luzern, in the eastern part of 
Switzerland) which is a beautiful 
mountain peak that has panoramic 
views of the Alps.  
 Zurich (eastern part of 
Switzerland) is the financial capital 
of Switzerland and is its largest 
city.  Geneva (on the western part 
and near France) is the second 
largest city, which hosts a number 
of international organizations. 
 The average yearly 
income in Switzerland is around 
$43,900*, and it is one of the 
richest European countries (by 
comparison, the U.S average 
yearly income is around $49,000*). 
Switzerland’s economy is mainly 
services, such as tourism and 
banking.  Switzerland is known 
for their huge financial institutions 
and banks; these include big names 
such as Credit Suisse and UBS, 
which cater to wealthy people all 
over the world.  
 Swiss foreign policy 
has always remained neutral. 
The Swiss did not participate 
in World War 1 or World War 2 
even though it was surrounded 
by Germany, Austria, France and 
Italy! Neutrality has its advantages 
not just for Switzerland, but also 
for our country.  For example, 
if the U.S wants to hold talks 
with countries which it usually 

does not officially communicate, it depends on a neutral country like 
Switzerland to look out for its interests. Switzerland only recently joined 
the United Nations in 2002, and ever since then it has become an active 
member but still is principled on neutrality.  Switzerland is a model 
world citizen: a number of important international organizations have 
offices in Switzerland such as United Nations, Red Cross, World Health 
Organization, to name a few.



To Dunk 
Or Not To 

Dunk?
By: Jeremy Gottlieb
 Memorial’s new-
est food craze comes 
round with a hole in 
its center. That’s right, 
Dunkin’ Donuts just 
opened, and just like 
Krispy Kreme, Me-
morial students can’t 
seem to get enough 
of it. Dunkin opened 
on Gammon Rd. right 
next to Woodmans, 
and because it’s just a 
short drive under the 
beltline away, every 
morning now, you can 
see a Memorial student 
walking around with 

a coffee in one hand and a box of donuts in the 
other.
 Getting there is pretty easy, but parking 
is somewhat of a challenge. There are a limited 
amount of parking spots, and because the 
drive-through extends into some of the 
parking lot a few of them are hard to ac-
cess. The easiest solution to this is to just 
go through the drive-through. It is quicker 
and you don’t have to deal with parking.
 Walking into the new store, the 
smell of freshly brewed coffee and deli-

cious do-
nuts wafts 
through the 
air. As you 
walk up to 
the coun-
ter, you are 
faced with 
a seem-
ingly lim-
itless amount 
of choices. Ac-
cording to the 
Dunkin’ Donuts 
website, there are 
74 different donut 
flavors available. 
In addition, they 
have ‘Munch-
kins,’ which are 
basically donut 
holes. My favorite 

is the Vanilla Kreme Filled donut. It has pow-
dered sugar on the outside and a sweet cream 
filling. Other favorites are the classic glazed and 
sprinkle donuts as well as the Old Fashioned 
Cake donut.
 The other half of Dunkin’ Donuts is its 
coffee. It is a nice pick-me-up, and a great way 
to start the day. They have hot and iced bever-
ages, but my personal favorite is just their regu-
lar coffee. Something about drinking it out of 
their classic orange and pink cup seems to make 
their cup of jo better than any other. My answer 
to the age old question of to dunk or not to dunk 

is not to dunk. I like my donuts coffee free, 
but more power to you if you like the dunking 
experience.
 All in all, Memorial’s new sugar craze 
of Dunkin’ Donuts seems to be here to stay. 
Make sure to check out the new store, and don’t 
be surprised the next time you see another 
Memorial student walking through the hallways 
with a coffee and a donut.

All Juniors will take the ACT 
on March 19, 2013.
All juniors in the district will 
take the ACT, including the 
writing section, on Tuesday, 
March 19, 2013.  So as you 
and your 11th grade student 
are planning for their academic 
future, you will not need to 
choose an ACT test date dur-
ing the spring of 2013.  As 
always, a student may take the 
ACT more than once and there 
will be other opportunities for 
students to sign up to take the 
ACT in the spring and again 
in the fall of their senior year.  
Memorial gave the ACT as a 
practice test this past spring to 
all of our juniors as a pilot, but 
this coming school year, the 
scores will be submitted to ACT 
and reportable to colleges.  We 
strive to continue to improve 
the use of meaningful assessments at Memo-
rial and in our district and this is a big step in 
that direction.  Junior parents, please mark your 
calendars.
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