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 For the past 
few weeks, 
Memo-
rial has been 
operating 
under a 
strict new 
tardy policy, 
which goes 
as follows: 

When the bell rings to signal the 
start of class, teachers must shut 
their doors. Any students still in 
the halls are sent to Theater 300 
to meet with their neighborhood 
principal. The neighborhood prin-
cipals have access to the number of 
tardies of every student, and they 
deal with each student accordingly. 
For a first or second offense, the 
student is reminded to be on time 
and receives a pass to go to class. 
However, after multiple tardies, 
and particularly for attempts to 
skip class, students may get deten-
tion and a phone call home. 
The roots of the new policy are 
grounded in the enormous number 
of tardies that the school has seen 
in the past few weeks. When the 
administration looked at data over 
an eight-day period, they were hor-
rified to find nearly 2100 tardies. 
Mr. Dahmen had several comments 
about the recent tardy crackdown. 
He began, “When kids are not in 
class, they cannot be academically 
successful. Also, teachers have to 
deal with interruptions and there 
is more ‘hallway behavior.’” He 
added, “It’s important for us as a 
high school to establish responsi-
ble students. Responsible students 
stem from good academic perfor-
mance, and good academic perfor-
mance means students need to be 
in class.” Mr. Dahmen also men-
tioned that the trend of tardies in 
the data were not in one group of 
students alone, but instead 
spread across the range of 
different groups of students 
at Memorial. 
There have been mixed 
feelings about this policy. 
Generally, teachers seem 
to mostly approve of the 
policy, or at least the idea 
of reducing tardies, while 
many students disapprove. 
Chemistry teacher Ms. 
Comins commented, “I can 
see where the idea sprouted 
from, and it sounds like a 
good idea, but I’m not sure 
how effective it is, and if 
it will truly help the issue 
of attendance. However, 
it is good that through this 
method, any chance of 
favoritism by teachers can 
be taken out, so that stu-
dents who are regularly late 

cannot use that as an excuse.” Mr. 
McClenaghan, the new AP World 
History teacher, feels that “it may 
not be the greatest, but it’s work-
ing. If students don’t even bother 
coming to class, they should not 
be here. Considering the more than 
2000 tardies in a week, a change 
was greatly needed, and this policy 
has helped to enforce this change. 
Perhaps one day soon we will 
not need the procedure anymore, 
but for now, it’s quite effective.” 
When students were asked to share 
their opinions on Facebook, many 
responded negatively, saying, “It’s 
dumb,” “Doesn’t apply to me, too 
scared to be tardy,” “It’s sort of 
ridiculous at times, but it seems 
to be working,” “It’s not forgiv-
ing enough … if you have one day 
where you’re running a little late 
… you’ll just miss the entire class 
period and end up behind in that 
class,” “There’s no time to [use 
the bathroom] ,” and “It makes us 
miss more time because we spend 
10 minutes in Theater 300 when 
we would only miss a few seconds 
originally.” 
“Late is late, ” Mr. Dahmen re-
sponded. “Whether it is ten sec-
onds late or five minutes late, it is 
still late and disruptive to the class. 
The policy will encourage teach-
ers to use the pass system more, 
whether it be the yellow passes or 
the student planners. Students who 
are in the halls with a pass will not 
be swept.”
So, the big question is: will this 
policy truly help our school’s tardy 
problem, or will it simply hinder 
the learning of well-meaning stu-
dents who happen to run a couple 
seconds late one day? Only time 
will tell, as we sit back, observe, 
and try not to get swept.

-Jane Zhang

Don’t Get Swept: 
Looking Into 
Memorial’s 

New Tardy Policy
 The Madison area may 
soon be in the presence of two 
new schools.  A proposal by Urban 
League of Madison CEO Kaleem 
Caire calls for the construction 
of two tuition-free public charter 
schools, appropriately deemed 
Madison Prep.  Scheduled to open 
its doors in August 2012, Madison 
Prep is currently awaiting final 
approval by the MMSD Board of 
education.  
 Mainly intended for stu-
dents of color, these schools are 
built around helping children and 
young adults develop skills nec-
essary to succeed in their future 
careers.  The Madison Prep website 
cites an overwhelming concern 
among the African American and 
Latino communities involving 
the future of their students in the 
current educational system.  Al-
though harsh, the facts bluntly 
show a sharp contrast between the 
overall achievement of African 
American and Latino students and 
that of White students.  According 
to Madison Prep, 87% of White 
students graduated from Madison’s 
public high schools in 2010, as op-
posed to only 48% of Black stu-
dents and 57% of Latino students.  
A subsequent problem noted was 
the inability of minority students 
to progress from high school to 
college.  In 2010, only 7% of Af-
rican American and 18% of Latino 
seniors who took the ACT exam 
were cleared as “college-ready” by 
College Board.  By opening Madi-
son Prep schools designed to better 
prepare these students for college, 
the Urban League of Madison 
hopes to solve many of these dire 
problems.
 The format of these schools 
seems to be very strict, albeit well-
planned.  To begin, the schools 
will be gender-divided and will 
require all students to wear school 
uniforms in an attempt to boost 
student performance.  With a mul-
titude of ambitious goals, Madison 
Prep has a clear-cut destination in 
mind for all of its future students.  
Specific graduation requirements 
and mandatory college exposure 
both work to ensure the effective-
ness of the college-preparatory 
curriculum.  Moreover, a method 
known as Harkness teaching will 
be implemented, in which stu-
dents are situated in a circle while 
learning, instead of the traditional 
rows and columns found in public 
schools today.
 One main criticism of this 
program that has been made is the 
seeming overabundance of freedom 
that the Madison Prep board will 
have in its decision making pro-
cess.  While it is still under the con-
trol of the MMSD Board of Educa-
tion, the Madison Prep board will 
have the ability to independently 
set aspects of its schools, such as 

M a d i s o n 
Prep

curriculum and schedule, in order 
to reach its goals.  Although such a 
concept is drastically different from 
approaches MMSD has previously 
taken, it comes on a short leash; 
failure to meet expectations will 
result in the closing of the schools.
 While more conservative 
thinkers may immediately con-
demn this approach, Madison Prep 
does show promise in its quest to 
improve the lives of students with 
lower socioeconomic statuses.  The 
Urban League of Madison will 
be under much scrutiny if these 
schools are approved, as it burns its 

own path to-
wards preparing 
its students for 
college.
                                                                                
-William Xiang
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 Memorial is a public school 
that is supposed to uphold the sep-
aration between church and state. 
However, with Christmas excite-
ment escalating and a Christmas 
tree in the Capitol, maintaining this 
separation can be challenging. It’s 
important to remember that people 
have different beliefs, and not all 
of them involve Santa Claus. Three 
students share their opinions on 
how the holidays are treated at Me-
morial.
 Jack Feria, a junior, identi-
fies as Christian but doesn’t notice 
a holiday presence at Memorial. 
He exclaims that Christmas is 
the best holiday but adds, “It’s 
not about religion anymore. It’s 
Santa and gifts. It’s the commercial 
aspect.” While the emphasis on 
shopping is not ideal, Christmas’s 
ties to formal religion have faded 
in the eyes of many teenagers. 
Now it’s more about buying gifts, 
but also about the warmth and 
excitement of the holiday season.
Kelly Malsch, who is a senior and 
considers herself an atheist but cel-
ebrates Christmas, says that Me-
morial only acknowledges Christ-
mas with the music played during 
passing time in December. She 
says, “The majority of the school 
celebrates Christmas” but admits, 
“It’s hard to represent everyone.” 
Though she is not religious, Kelly 
enjoys Christmas. For her, it’s not 
about religion, but about family.
 Senior Grace Schneck, who 
is Jewish, despises the timing of 
Memorial’s winter break, which 
she says is “catered to Christmas.” 
It would be more appropriate, 
she asserts, to have winter break 
after final exams in January. She 

explains, “The break is really 
obnoxious” because she must take 
her vacation for two weeks over 
Christmas but come to school 
during Hanukkah. It would also 
be most helpful academically to 
have winter break after exams, so 
students do not forget what they 
have learned over the two weeks 
off. She says she is “not really 
bothered” by Christmas music dur-
ing passing time and by caroling 
in choir, where members sing both 
Christmas and winter songs. How-
ever, Christmas is Grace’s favorite 
holiday because she “love[s] the 
feeling of Christmas” and finds it 
“imaginatively inspiring.”
 Many students love Christ-
mas while dismissing its religious 
foundation. To them, Christmas 
means family gatherings and gifts 
for those who celebrate Christmas, 
along with the well-wishing and 
cheeriness of the holiday season 
for everyone. But Christmas is 
undeniably a Christian holiday, 
and a significant portion of Memo-
rial students have other beliefs. It 
seems that the more removed from 
Christianity students are, the more 
they feel an unwanted Christmas 
presence. However, overall Me-
morial seems to do a decent job 
of preserving a neutral environ-
ment to make sure that everyone 
feels comfortable, whether they’re 
looking forward to opening pres-
ents on December 25, forgetting 
everything they’ve learned over 
four months in two weeks, or just 
sleeping in over Christmas—sorry, 
winter, break.
    

-Julia Kroll

Wishing You A Merry…Winter

 Spanish is a very impor-
tant part of my life. I remember 
in middle school when I first 
started studying it, I wasn't so 
convinced. It seemed pointless. 
When I got to high school, I 
looked at Spanish in a whole 
new way. The language, class by 
class, had started to make more 
sense and I could hear it spoken 
more throughout the hallways 
and would feel proud to have 
understood bits and pieces of 
conversation. Not only do I use 
my Spanish in school and work, 
but also in new friendships. My 
plans for college include taking 

Spanish grammar and literature classes and later getting an associate's 
degree in interpretation and translation. I know that this is a growing 
language and culture in our country and that it will be very useful to me 
no matter what career I choose.

Featured World Language Student

Olivia Moe

Many of us at Memorial are look-
ing forward to this long Thanksgiv-
ing weekend; spending time with 
friends and family, sleeping in and 
especially the FOOD. Unfortu-
nately there are a lot of families in 
Madison who don't have any food 
to eat this Thanksgiving Day. This 
is where the Captains/Leaders club 
and the Allied Center stepped in 
to help. The two groups have been 
making Thanksgiving baskets for 
families in need for 11 years. The 
baskets include all the necessities 
to a Thanksgiving dinner such as 
turkey, stuffing, potatoes etc. The 
captains and leaders purchase the 
food from money they collected 
from their teammates. The captains 
all loved helping out the cause; "I 
was really proud of my team for 
helping put it all together," said 
Julia Cullen, captian of the Poms 
team. "It felt good to give back to 
the community and I was really 

proud to be apart of this group 
of leaders," Cameron Nankivil, 
captain for boys volleyball. The 
boys swimming captains said, "It 
was fulfilling to give these families 
a good Thanksgiving dinner." The 
club's leader, Joe Frontier, has been 
doing it for 8 years now and he 
says this year was a new high with 
31 baskets, beating out the old high 
of 27. Just think how much money 
Spartans raised for the cause! Fron-
tier says that each basket is worth 
around $75, that multiplied by 31 
comes to $2,325, which is crazy 
considering all of us athletes only 
gave a simple $5 dollars towards 
the cause. So as you're sitting down 
to your turkey and pumpkin pie 
just think of all the families JMM 
helped to make the same meal pos-
sible for this year and be proud to 
be a Spartan. 

By Rylie Sarbacker

Captiain’s Club 
offer up Thanksgiving Meals

Laura Xu, Corrine Franz, Kayce Smith, Sarah Purdy, Hannah Lucas, 
Mary Van Leuven, Jordan Black, Hunter Hix, Marco de la Cruz, Cam 
Nankivil, Ngijol Songolo, Maddy Crawford, Danielle Goulette, and 
Erika Shephard are all captians that volunteered their time and money to 
make team baskets for Thanksgiving.

   
"December 16th will mark the 
return of the Cupcake Smack-
down - Memorial's annual clash 
of culinary titans, and the G.S.A. 
is scrambling to prepare for the 
second installment of the newly 
minted, annual tradition. The rules 
are the same as last years: Any and 
all contenders are welcome. All 
bakers, from aspiring pastry chefs 
to blossoming amateurs will be 
accepted. Forge and frost the most 
elaborate, delicious, and creative cupcakes ever to pass through the doors 
of the school, and, in Mr. Newland's own words, "Immortality can be 
yours!" All entries will be considered by our six, esteemed judges, based 

on appearance, flavor, texture, and originality. Remember, all designs must be submitted by the dozen, and all must be ed-
ible - and lastly, both cupcakes and decorations must be nut-free.    
     Now, all who fell before the might of McGilligan Austin's award winning entries have a second opportunity  to 
win the coveted prize.  As per tradition, last year's winner will sit on the council of judges herself to preside over this 
year's submissions. Plus, all entries this year will now be eligible for a second and third prize! As an added bonus, and for 
a limited time only, the G.S.A. will also be offering exclusive T-shirts featuring the Smackdown's iconic and bite-sized 
mascot, Paddycake. T-shirts orders will be compiled for a one-time only run, and any and all pre-orders can be given to 
either your nearest G.S.A. member, Ms. Gump, or Mr. Newland.  
     Students are encouraged to begin brainstorming for their award-winning designs now. Feel free to visit the 2nd 
Annual Cupcake Smackdown facebook page for more information, dates, times, and helpful tips."

Cupcake Smackdown is Coming! 



 In early November of this year, history 
was made once again as the record for the larg-
est launch day sale of any media product was 
broken. With a staggering 6.5 million copies 
sold in one day, Call of Duty: Modern War-
fare 3 surpassed Call of Duty: Black Ops and 
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2, which hold 
second and third place, respectively, for the 
biggest entertainment launch. Modern Warfare 
3 is a direct sequel to Modern Warfare 2. The 
story picks up immediately after the events of 
the previous game, with America fighting in 
the homefront against Russia. The player will 
be able to step into the shoes of a Delta Force 
soldier, a British SAS operative, and an ex-
Spetsnaz mercenary. The battle will take players 
across the virtual world, from country to coun-
try.
In addition to the campaign, Modern Warfare 3 
offers the ever-so-popular Call of Duty mul-
tiplayer experience. There are many familiar 
weapons in this game, along with numerous 
new ones. Players familiar with Black Ops will 
see that Modern Warfare 3 did not keep the 
vast changes in multiplayer customization, but 
rather seemed to revert back to Modern War-
fare 2. Still, Modern Warfare 3 offers a new 
set of improvements. One of the biggest addi-
tions is the way things are unlocked. Instead of 
the credit system seen in Black Ops, Modern 
Warfare 3 uses the rank up system that was in 
all pre-Black Ops Call of Duty games. How-
ever, instead of getting weapon attachments and 
camouflages through challenges, the develop-
ers introduced “Weapon Ranks.” Weapons can 
now rank up with the player. By using a weapon 
in combat, the player will rank it up, unlock-
ing attachments, camouflages, and proficien-
cies, which are another new addition. Weapon 
proficiencies can be seen as perks for specific 
weapons. Proficiencies can do things like lower 
recoil or increased movement speed with spe-
cific weapons.
The familiar Killstreak system has been re-
placed by the Strike Chain. Strike Chains are 

similar to Killstreaks, 
but instead of only 
counting kills, the Strike 
Chain system counts 
other point-earnings, 
such as capturing a flag. 
There are also a mul-
titude of Strike Chain 
rewards. There are three 
types of Strike Packages available: Assault, 
Support, and Specialist. The Assault Package 
most closely resembles the Killstreak system, 
getting kills and points to earn offensive re-
wards. Upon the death of the player,   the streak 
resets. The Support Package is slightly differ-
ent, though, instead gifting the player defensive 
rewards that will help the team as a whole. 
Also, this streak does not reset upon death, so 
it is a good choice for less experienced gamers. 
The third Strike Package is unique. The Spe-
cialist Package allows players to gain additional 
perks with point streaks. This streak ends when 
you die.
The Spec Ops mode returns in Modern Warfare 
3. Like in Multiplayer, there have been 
new additions. Spec Op missions can now 
be played via matchmaking. Also, a new 
mode has been added: Survival. Instead 
of the completion of mini-missions, the 
purpose of Survival is to fight endless 
waves of enemies. It is similar to Black 
Ops’s Zombie mode, but with real soldiers. 
Like Zombies, the player can buy weapons 
from the armory. They can also purchase 
AI support teams, or air support. Spec Ops 
now has a rank system, similar to Multi-
player. The higher the rank of the player, 
the more weapons there are that are avail-
able in Survival.
Overall, the game meets most expecta-
tions. Much of the online experience 
depends on other players. So far, the game 
play seems well balanced to me, but many 
of the Strike Package rewards seem to 
be much more powerful than in previous 

games, despite the developers stating that they 
wanted the game to focus more on gun-on-gun 
engagements. Because the game is still young, 
it is hard to point out some of the flaws, but 
they will eventually arise as time passes. Still, 
anyone who has any of the previous Call of 
Duty titles should pick up a copy of Modern 
Warfare 3, for they will find it full of familiar 
gameplay intertwined with many new features.

- Michael Turng

 The land of Skyrim is harsh 
and cold. Snow whips at the 
peaks of imposing mountains and 
leaves drifts in the tundra. Gi-

ants roam, herding mammoths across massive plains. And civil war rages 
within the populace. Yes, Skyrim is dangerous indeed. And if you buy it, 
it’s where you’ll be living for awhile.
 Bethesda has made numerous improvements to gameplay since 
the last entry in the series, Oblivion. Combat in Oblivion always had a 
muddiness to it, but Skyrim fixes this admirably. Every swing of a weap-
on feels forceful, and the twang of an arrow launched from a bow has a 
deeper resonance to it. The combat has a very solid, almost brutal feel to 
it, a perfect match for the ancient Norse feel of Skyrim and its natives, 
the Nords.
 Another improvement over Oblivion is in the new dual-wielding 
system. Any spell or single-handed weapon can be equipped to either 
hand, allowing for limitless combinations. These are also swappable with 
an easy-to-access favorites menu, letting you swap out your equipment 
even during battle.
 But perhaps the most noticed addition to the Elder Scrolls for-
mula is dragons, which play a central role in the story. Banished from the 
world years ago, dragons have returned, and the main storyline revolves 
around your struggle to stop them. The story is interesting, yet almost 
understated. The story quests are not emphasized at all over any of the 
numerous side quests you’ll inevitably pick up, and ultimately will make 
up only a small fraction of your total time with the game. It’s simply 
another thing to do.
 There is, however, no lack of things to do. Players are provided 
with four guilds to join, each with a story about as long as the main one, 
but even those don’t make up the majority of play time. Instead, what 
I found myself doing most was exploring. This scenario is an extraor-
dinarily common one: on the way to an objective, I notice a small path 
leading off the main road. Curious, I go down it, and find a cave. Or 
perhaps it’s a ruined castle. Or just a camp of bandits. While there, I find 
a piece of paper, labeled “treasure map.” On my way to find the treasure, 
a villager runs up to me, asking for help. The game, both figuratively 
and sometimes literally, throws new quests, goals, and objectives at you, 

and offers very little direction beyond that. To a newcomer, this might 
be overwhelming, but this freedom is also what makes the Elder Scrolls 
series so unique, and ultimately enjoyable.
 The world is also much more enjoyable this time around. It is 
absolutely huge, but walking from place to place never feels boring or 
dull. There is such a wide variety in the terrain, from large, grassy plains, 
to towering, snow-capped mountains, to volcanic tundra with bubbling 
hotsprings. All of these areas are positively littered with caves and ruins, 
often with valuable treasure as reward for your exploration.
 Despite the improvements, a few complaints still remain. The 
new menu system has no way of changing the sorting of items, and is 
almost unusable on PC with a mouse and keyboard. And while improve-
ments to the animation of the townspeople and other characters in the 
game have a marked contrast with Oblivion, they still aren’t perfect. To 
complete the complaints, a few bugs still remain, both with quest com-
pletion and stability. On PC, I experienced a complete crash about once 
every few hours.
 But these complaints are small, and almost unnoticed in the larger 
scale of the game. Bethesda has provided a massive world and tons of 
content to play through, making it easily one of the largest games of the 
season, if not ever.
 Ultimately, the question any review tries to answer is whether 
or not you should spend your money, and to that end, the answer is a 
resounding yes. The sheer amount of content in the game is staggering, 
sometimes overwhelmingly so. There’s easily hundreds of hours’ worth 
of content here, and something new presents itself every time the game is 
played. What 
few com-
plaints I have 
are easily out-
weighed by 
the amount of 
enjoyment to 
be had here.
-Owen Mons-

ma

Skyrim
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What do people do over Winter break?

 “Celebrate Christmas” – Cory 
Lawson

“Christmas and Hanukkah. Wait for Hanukkah Harry 
to come and put Hanukkah presents under my Ha-
nukkah tree. My menorah is pretty.” – Max Butler

 “Celebrating Hanukkah. Maybe 
going to Chicago to visit family. 
I have my very own Menorah!” – 
Ruth Percival

 “Christmas and Hanukkah. Ei-
ther go to my house or aunt and 
uncle’s and have Jewish food and 
exchange gifts. I light the Menorah 
for all eight days. For Christmas 
I celebrate it at mom’s house and immediate family 
and eat and exchange gifts.” – Kaitlin Kutler 
(pictured with David Whayland & Paulette Ellingson

  “I celebrate 
Christmas 
with my fami-
ly and friends. 
Celebrating 
winter break 
in Florida. I 
get a lot of 
presents and 
eat a lot.” – 
Nate Kipfer

 “Celebrate Christ-
mas in a non-
religious way. We 
celebrate family and 
togetherness. That’s 
how we roll. Go 
visit family, my fam-
ily, wife’s family, 
extended family, get 
together with food. 
The best present is 
to be present.” – Mr. 
Frontier

 “I’m venturing to the moon and 
back. I celebrate Christmas.” – 
Danny Gray

 “All of my brothers and 
nephews and some of my 
relatives come over from 
Chicago. We catch up a 
poop ton on life n’ such.” – 
Madeline Vogel

 “Celebrating Christmas 
with family. I think everyone 
should.” – Glenn 

 “Because it is Christmas break, I will be 
celebrating Christmas. Otherwise I will 

be watching every Christmas movie and 
specials.” – Jack Feria

 “I go to Kansas. Every. Freaking. 
Year. Celebrating Christmas.” – 
Ogden Greene

“Going to Long Island, New York 
to celebrate Christmas. It’s differ-
ent every year.” – Kira Tobin

  “Celebrating Christmas 
at home with a bunch of 
cousins.” – Tali Anis

“I’m going to celebrate Christmas 
with my brother and his wife and 
parents, in Minneapolis. I’ll be 
coaching the hockey team at the 
Culver Cup in Madison.” – Mr. 
Windsand

 “Celebrating Christmas” 
– Charles Xu

 “Celebrating Indian Christmas in California.” – 
Aabhas Singh

The best present is to be present
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JMM 
names 
its own 
Spirit 
Day
In October 2010, a Canadian 
teenager named Brittany McMil-
lan decided to get as many high 
school kids to wear purple at high 
schools everywhere. She did this 
in order to rally together against 
hate crimes as well as to honor the 
teenagers who had taken their own 
lives within recent weeks. It was 
also a way to show the hundreds 
of thousands of LGBT youth who 
face pressure and bullying 
in high school that there are 
people who support them. 
Her Spirit day was cel-
ebrated by millions and on 
October 20, 2011 Americans 
everywhere decided to do it 
again. Teenagers were still 
taking their lives due to bul-
lying so the cause was still 
fresh. Spirit Day is about 

showing support for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
youth and especially to speak out 
against bullying.

At JMM, our own GSA decided 
not to promote the national Spirit 
Day, instead they decided to hold 
one of our very own, feeling it 
would mean far more to tailor a 
spirit day that was customized just 
for JMM. That way, our students 
may choose the date, TODAY, 
knowing it would not conflict with 
other school events. They wanted 
to celebrate the diversity and toler-
ance of our own community. Mr. 
Newland noted, “Think of it this 
way: while massive parties and 
mosh-pit-style revelry may have 
its virtues, it’s the smaller parties 
that really let you learn about the 
friends closest to you.”

For more information about Spirit 
Day go to the GLAAD website.
Photos by Kelsey Hellenbrand

Lucas Cardona, Dhool 
Siad, Danya, Dylan 
Rassmunson, Chandra 
Bookstaff, Sydnie Mayer, 
Emma Micinski, Aaron 
Durlaff, Dietrich den Har-
tog, Sophie Micinski, Ms. 
Zoe McGraw, Sequoia 
Lomack, Ms. Accardi, 
Mr. Affeldt, Mikayla 
Johnson, Max Genin, 
Kelsey Hellenbrand, Ms. 
Ford, Cora Collins, David 
Whayland,

At JMM, we can consider our-
selves lucky to have such a diverse 
student body. You cannot go a day 
without seeing people different 
than yourself - whether it is their 
skin color, their sexual orientation, 
or even the language they speak 
best. Being a part of this mixing 
pot of cultures is highly valuable; 
it exposes us all each day to some-
thing new. If you do not know of 
them already, there exists clubs 
that specifically exist to celebrate 
and gather awareness about their 
unique backgrounds. They are: 
Latinos Unidos, Asian Club, Black 
Student Union, and Gay-Straight 
Alliance. 

Latinos Unidos meets every 
Thursday during lunch – first lunch 
meets in the fish bowl and second 
in the Wisconsin neighborhood 
center. The group has about 20 
members for each lunch meeting; 
they usually talk about community 
service opportunities and other 
ways to assist Memorial. Latinos 
Unidos has helped interpret Span-
ish for Toys for Tots and local fam-
ilies; they have helped ring bells 
for the Salvation Army during the 
holiday season, as well as helped at 
the JMM Rummage Sale. 

Many of you Spanish students 
will remember the Latino Dance, 
hosted by Latinos Unidos, where 
traditional food, music, and per-
formances take place. “We want 
people to know what we don’t only 
do the Latinos Unidos Dance – we 
also help out in the community” 
says Yessica Mendez. By attending 
meetings “people can learn about 
our traditions and culture and see 
who we are as leaders”. 
If you are interested in joining, 
speak to Ms. Barrientos or Ms. Bu-
chholz, the club advisors. You can 
also speak with the club officers: 
Lesli Gomez, Yessica Mendez, and 
Marysol Ruiz. Do not worry about 
the meetings being spoken only 
in Spanish, “we will also speak 
English for those who do not speak 
Spanish”. 

Asian Club meets on Tuesday 
afterschool in room 506. The group 
has roughly 25 members. At meet-
ings, updates on volunteer work, 
club shirts, eggroll sales and dress 
days are discussed. Asian Club 
every year helps put on a Talent 
Show and they are very proud of 
the Asian Tournament – a series of 
competitive events held between 
numerous Asian Clubs from differ-
ent schools. 
If you are interested in finding out 
more about those delicious egg 
rolls or competing in one of the 
games held at the Asian Tourna-
ment, please speak to Mr. Vang, the 
club advisor, or Mai Kha Vang and 
Mai Yang. 

The Black Student Union (aka 
BSU) at Memorial meets every 
Monday after school in either the 
Wisconsin Neighborhood center 
or the Lussier Community Cen-
ter by Jefferson Middle School, 
depending on the week – check 
the announcements! The club has 
nearly 25 student members. A typi-
cal meeting’s agenda consists of 
ideas for fundraising, community 
service opportunities, and out-of-
state college visits - a perk at each 

BSU meetings is food. In the past, 
BSU has sold bagels, muffins, and 
smoothies to raise money for the 
college visits. The group also plans 
on hosting a Peace Party in Janu-
ary, soul food sales, and supporting 
the local AIDS Network in down-
town Madison in the near future. 
Want to learn more? Speak with 
Ms. Brown, the club advisor as 
well as the Minority Services 
Coordinator at JMM. You may also 
contact Briana Miller, Moniecha 
Washington, Khadijah Shoola, and 
Tyricca Collins. “BSU gives me 
exposure to a culture I otherwise 
would not receive; it allows you 
to see similarities and differences 
between yourself and others” says 
Chris Morgan, the first but hope-
fully not last Caucasian member 
of BSU this year. And, “everybody 
loves soul food!” 

The Gay-Straight Alliance 
(aka GSA) meets after school on 
Wednesdays in the drawing room 
of room 508. The Alliance has 40 
members. Meetings consist of: 
planning for the annual Cupcake 
Smackdown, open discussion, and 
also humorous jokes. The Cupcake 
Smackdown is still a new fund-
raiser for GSA, but was very suc-
cessful last year. It is used to raise 
funds for future projects and to get 
GSA’s “foot in the door, to create a 
presence at Memorial” says Danny 
Gray. 

If you need more reason than 
cupcakes, please see the group 
advisors Ms. Gump and Mr. New-
land. Danny joined because “GSA 
deserves [his] support and it is a 
group that promotes social change 
and progression” and because it is 
“addressing issues, such as ho-
mophobia”. Because GSA “pro-
motes equality, it deserves all the 
support it can get” says Christina 
Varney.

I highly recommend immersing 
yourself in any one - if not more 
- of these groups. Unfortunately, 
racial or prejudicial stereotypes 
still exist at JMM and that is why 
the biggest message from every 
group has been  their desire to be 
better known in the Memorial com-
munity and that they are, with-
out any doubt whatsoever, open 
to everyone to help educate and 
embrace differences in culture. You 
do not have to be today - and never 
had to be in the past – of the same 
background as the majority of the 
members in any of these groups. 
Even these groups have done work 
to collaborate, such as the Multi-
cultural Potluck in November and 
community service.  We are “think-
ing of organizing another multicul-
tural potluck” said Memorial se-
nior Edgar Lopez. It is an exciting 
time to be a part of such a diverse 
student body, and I challenge you 
to take full advantage of it. 

By Marco Jose Dela Cruz

Join the Club



Horoscopes
by Madeline Vogel

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) Stop complaining about your 
life on Facebook. Instead of using a social network as a 
personal diary, try sorting out your problems with the person 
you’ve been having issues with.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) Even the little things have 
been irritating you today. Instead of lashing out on your 
friends, try explaining to them what’s on your mind.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) You need a new wardrobe full 
of holiday sweaters for this season! Hop on down to Saver’s 
(or even Goodwill) for some premium grandpa sweaters. 
#swag.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) Your level of warm fuzzies are 
blossoming in your tummy today. Go bake your best friend 
a batch of super chocolatey fudge brownies when you get 
home!

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) Your instincts are strong right 
now; listen to what your gut is trying to tell you.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20) Things between you and your 
closest friends may seem a bit shaky right now. Try re-
kindling that old friendship flame by making plans for this 
weekend; you won’t regret it!

Gemini (May 21 - June 20) Stop using so many hash tags in 
your Facebook status updates. This is not Twitter.

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) You will punch a gaping hole 
through your car’s dashboard the minute that same Adele 
song for the 19012379047th time on the radio comes on…
C’mon, all she does is whine.
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) You know how you kinda look like 
that mailman? Yeah… Maybe you should… like… talk to 
him or something. 

What 
class is 
that?
This fall semester, there's a new 
class created for Memorial. Com-
munity Art and Mass Media is an 
all new, hands on, creative learn-
ing and social skills building class. 
The way the Memorial community 
sees art and how the art community 
gets their message out are both ad-
dressed. So
far, our class has made a magazine 
highlighting the students in the 
class, "I Am JMM" posters that are 
hanging up in the A Wing Foyer, 
an "I Am JMM" video and teacher 
trading cards. We are now working 
on group projects to help enhance 
the school and videos about the 
Memorial community. I have en-
joyed this class a lot so far, but I'm 
not the only one. Hunter says, "I 
think overall this class has a chill 
atmosphere and it's great to come 
to a class everyday that i am super 
excited about. I love Mrs. Ford, 

she's like a mother to me and treats 
me like her own son. The projects 
we do are great, especially the 
video project - check out our video 
next month, brought to you by the 
bulldozing bears".  David says, 
"It's nice to make Memorial a bet-
ter place and it makes me proud to 
be a Spartan. I feel like I'm a role 
model to underclassmen and those 
in the community".  Mikayla says, 
"I love this class. It's been a lot of 
fun and we get a lot of freedom. I 
think it's gonna keep getting better 
and better as the years go by."  Sara 
says, "Everyone brings great ideas 
to the class for great projects to en-
hance Memorial. It would be even 
better if it were a year long class, 
we'd get even more accomplished 
than we already do."

This is an original class that only 
good things have been said about. 
Anyone interested in a fun and 
hands on art class next year that is 
interested in making Memorial a 
better place should definitely take 
this class next year.

 By McKenna Meuer

I AM JMM video by Sachin Dharwadker and Chris Herr made in Photo 2 
and Community Art Mass Media classes as a collaborative project. 
I AM A SPARTAN video series by Ben Rifken as part of Computer Art 
Video with Mr. Frontier. 
GET  EXCITED... there’s more coming...

Have you seen this?

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) You were adopted. You might 
wanna talk to your parents I guess.

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) You’re feeling quirky today. Like 
you just realized you were born on a couch or something. 

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) Now’s the time to start looking 
for a job!
 Upperclassmen: Try department stores. It’s the holiday sea-
son so they’ll need a lot of extra help. Underclassmen: Put 
up flyers for babysitting or cleaning! Get money, get paid.



Ben Anderson
Year: Senior
Swimming Highlights: Being on 
Memorial for 4 years 
Cumulative GPA: 3.9
Favorite subject: Recess
Quick quote: “Eat, pray, love”
Three words to describe me are: 
Live, Laugh, Love, Dream  
My most memorable moment in 
sports: Wolfpack MSCR Consola-
tion Champions
I like about high school swim-
ming: Sundays
Most inspirational teammate: 
Sam Brooks
Nickname: Yung B Tha Killa Iller
Favorite athlete: Usain Bolt
Favorite opponent: Cali
Favorite movie: Home Alone 2
Favorite TV show: The Chappelle 

Show
Favorite food: Ice Cream Cone
Top song on my iPod: “Let it 
Rock”
I drive a: Hot Rod
I wish I drove a: Golf ball better
I like Memorial High School be-
cause: It’s actually fun 
I wish we could swim against: Cali
Dream date: Katie Taber
Post-high school plans: Getting 
the band back together
Did you know? I really, really love 
my sister, Holly Anderson
Career goal: Enjoy myself

Billy Walsh
Year: Senior
Swimming Highlights: 2011 State 
Swim Champions 
Cumulative GPA: 3.65
Favorite subject: Chemistry
Quick quote: “To ascertain perfec-
tion, pursue consequence”
Three words to describe me are: 
Cute, sarcastic, witty
My most memorable moment in 
sports: DQing my relay at state
I like about high school swim-
ming: Not being able to see my 
friends
Most inspirational teammate: Ca-
leb Cole
Nickname: B-Dubs
Favorite athlete: Tiger Woods

Favorite opponent: The Illini
Favorite movie: MVP, Most
Valuable Primate
Favorite TV show: Swamp Log-
gers
Favorite food: Riley’s “brownies”
Top song on my iPod: 
“Hands UP” – Erk tha Jerk
I drive a: Hard bargain
I wish I drove a: Aston Martin 
DB9
I like Memorial High School be-
cause: Squawkers 
I wish we could swim against: 
Missy Franklin
Dream date: Missy Franklin
Post-high school plans: Yes please
Did you know? I don’t have a dog.
Career goal: E.G.O.T.

Patrick Franken
Year: Senior
Swimming Highlights: Winning 
2011 & 2009 State Meet
Cumulative GPA: 3.75
Favorite subject: History/Politics
Quick quote:
 “Dats whats upp” - Kyle
Three words to describe me are: 
Funny, independent, beautiful
My most memorable moment 
in sports: Winning State last year 
when we were supposed to get 3rd
I like about high school swim-
ming: The squadron 
Most inspirational teammate: 
Caleb Cole
Nickname: Pepper
Favorite athlete: Aaron Rodgers

Favorite opponent: McFarland
Favorite movie: The Change Up
Favorite TV show: Breaking Bad
Favorite food: Pepperoni Pizza
Top song on my iPod: 
“With Your Love” – Cher Lloyd
I drive a: Saab
I wish I drove a: BMW M3 
I like Memorial High School be-
cause: We Fricken Rule. 
I wish we could swim against: 
Any Olympian
Dream date: Cher Lloyd
Post-high school plans: 
Uh......shoot...
Did you know? I’ve got a younger 
sister and brother
Career goal: Something in Poli-
tics/Law

Boys Swim Team Prep Profiles
as told to Chris Morgan

Memorial Girls’ Swimming
Caroline Hornung

            Near the end of the sum-
mer, the girls’ swim season be-
gan with the usual twice-a-day 
practices. The team had two new 
coaches this year: Nicole Drives, a 
former JMM swimmer (who swam 
IM, backstroke, and butterfly), and 
Beth Botsford, a double Olympic 
gold medalist from 1996. When I 
asked Nicole how the girls’ swim 
team program had changed since 
she swam for Memorial she said: 
“It’s a different coaching style, but 
I think there are a lot of exciting 
changes that will lead to some fast 
swimming.”As the season pro-
gressed, the swimmers continued 
to drop time at each meet. 
            Coach Botsford said: “My 
favorite thing about coaching is 
seeing them have more confidence 
as they swim faster, and I re-
ally like when they have that one 
breakthrough swim that changes 
their attitude and approach in a 

good way.”
When asked what she liked about 
being on swim team, Brittany Farr, 
a freshman swimmer, said “I like 
the dress-up days, the potlucks, and 
the feeling when you go your best 
time.”
I asked Nicole how it felt to coach 
at the same pool she swam at, she 
said: “I really like it. It’s nice to see 
so many people improve and do 
things in practice that they didn’t 
think were possible.”
 During the second half of 
the season, Beth left unexpectedly, 
and the previous head coach, Jason 
Verhelst, returned with his assistant 
coaches Jason Brown and Mandi 
Peterson. 
            Jason Verhelst swam at 
Ridgewood Pool from the age of 
seven until he was eighteen. He 
also swam for Badger Dolphins 
Swim club, Madison Memorial 
(1990-1994) and the University 

Sectional Runner’s Up: Hannah Lucas, Kayce Smith, Tori Horton, Jessi Ford, Robyn Hartung, 
Gabby Sanchez, Rachel Jefferds, Logan Kovacs, Mary Van Leuven, Allison Statz, Maura Shea

Continued on page 8...



of Wisconsin. This was his twelfth 
season coaching at Memorial, after 
coaching two years at Edgewood. 
He has also coached at Parkcrest 
Swim Club for eleven summers. He 
stopped coaching at Memorial so that 
he could spend more time with his 
daughters, Alexa (5) and Maya (2). “I 
did not want to miss anything while 
they were growing up. I also have 
additional time commitments for my 
full-time job,” he said. His full time 
job is as Sports Information Director 
for Madison College. 
            The swimmers were glad that 
Jason was able to be there to finish 
off the season. “I’ve known Jason for 
the majority of my life from swim-
ming at Parkcrest and I have always 
thought he was an excellent coach,” 
Rachel Jefferds said. Dani Patrick 
added: “Jason was always there if you 
needed someone to talk to and he was 
a fatherly figure in our lives.”  Coach 
Mandi, who has coached for nine 
years, said she enjoys coaching, this 
program, and this group of girls.    
            Despite the changes in coach-
ing partway through the season, the 
team continued to swim well, taking 
second place behind Middleton, at 
Conference and Sectionals. Sectionals 
was really exciting for the team, as 
well as for team managers Caroline 
Hornung and Jenny Percy and all 
of the coaches. At Sectionals, when 
the meet was over, Claire McCarthy, 
Claire Hornacek, and Allison Statz 
said: “It was the best day of our 
lives.”  Jessi Ford said: “We didn’t 
have as much faith in ourselves as 
we should have, but we all got very 
close as a team, and all the hard work 
definitely paid off, and this was an 
awesome meet.” Maura Shea, one of 
the team captains, said: “If I could 
go back, I wouldn’t change a thing.”  
Captains Hannah Lucas, Mary Van 
Leuven, and Kayce Smith said: “We 
gave it our all and in the end all our 
hard work paid off.”
The following weekend, Memorial 
went into State ranked fourth, and 
Middleton was ranked third. The 
team had some fantastic swims, and 
JMM placed third behind Waukesha 
South and Arrowhead, and Middleton 
took fourth.
The team’s hard work definitely paid 
off, not only at Conference, State, and 
Sectionals, but throughout the sea-
son. Both Varsity and JV swimmers 
improved immensely this year.

Girls Swimming Continued...

Kayce Smith, Jessi Ford, Mary 
Van Leuven and Hannah Lu-
cas make a winning relay team 
(400).

Jason Verhelst and Mandi Peterson come 
back to help finish the last four weeks of girls 
swimming along with Jason Brown.

Kayce Smith, Hannah Lucas, Maura Shea, asnd Mary Van Leuven are 
this year’s amazing grils swim captians.
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