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“Backyard Revolution*”

Over the past years, Backyard has failed to achieve its purpose in forging lasting relationships between Memorial students
and staff. Many students have complained that Backyard is a waste of
time, and thus have the misconception that Backyard is a study hall.
Fewer than half of the backyards
participate regularly in the Spartan
Cup Points activities. Attendance at
backyard is notoriously low. In order to address these growing problems, Memorial students are starting a new “Backyard Revolution.”
In previous years, many

Backyard representatives did not
take their job seriously, lacked ownership in their Backyard, and failed
to motivate their peers to participate in the activities. Consequently,
Backyards are implementing many
exciting changes this year. No longer is student government comprised solely of class officers, who
are also Backyard reps themselves:
all Backyard representatives now
have the responsibility of promoting active Backyards. In order to
create a more informed body of
student leaders, Backyard reps
must attend Tuesday lunch sessions

not only to fulfill their one-fourth
leadership credit but also to discuss
how to make Backyards more fun
and inclusive of everyone.
In addition, all Backyard
reps were required to miss one day
of school to attend the Student Government Leadership Conference in
order to be better empowered to
lead their own Backyard. Participants had to choose three breakout
sessions that would best serve their
needs, including public speaking,
communication skills, networking,
icebreakers/activities, goal making,
buy-in, inspiration, and diversity/
leadership. Most of these breakout
sessions were student-led, intended
to encourage all reps that they in
fact have the power and confidence
to improve their own Backyards. Intermixed throughout the day were a
group photo in the Art Park, a panel

Connor Bruesewitz leads the group in a rollercoaster ride as students wait for lunch to be served in the art park.
Lunch was provided by Dahmen’s Pizza and added to the day of fun.

Winning Writers

Sierra Garcia, Shannon Boehm, Caitlyn Slawny, and Connor Bruesewitz
are instrumental in using their leadership qualities to help make the first
annual Leadership Conference a huge
success.

Congratulations to seniors Jessica Chen and Kyra Stone, recently
honored by the National Council of Teachers of English as outstanding writers in the 2010 NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing. They were among 543 high school seniors chosen, and only
nine chosen in all of Wisconsin. Their writing was seen to demonstrate “effective and imaginative use of language to inform and
move an audience.”
>Joe Rowley and Lindsey Quella are JMM’s
2010 Homecoming King and Queen!

discussion with class
presidents and select
faculty to clear up any questions
pertaining to the “Backyard Revolution,” and time to sign up for
student activity committees ranging from Homecoming and Prom
to Koats for Kids and the Book
Drive.
Undoubtedly,
Backyards
function better when they are led
by students who are ready to make
a positive change. As a class officer
and Backyard representative, I am
confident that the new reforms this
year will help make each Backyard
feel more like a tight-knit community.
--Jimmy He
*Coined by Caitlyn Slawny, senior
class secretary
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German Exchange

My name is Klara Otto; I am an exchange student from Germany. I arrived four weeks ago in Madison
to live one year with a host family. I am from Potsdam, which is a town with 150,000 people, next to Berlin, the
capital of Germany.
Last year in October I decided that I wanted to live one year somewhere else and go to school there. In
my school I learned English and Latin, and because I could not go to a Latin-speaking country (because there is
no country which actually speaks Latin), I thought I should go to an English-speaking country. In 2008 I went to
the United States of America to visit friends and I liked it, so I wrote to different exchange organizations in hopes
of returning for the school year. Because an exchange year is expensive, I also applied for a scholarship. I found
an organization and I got a scholarship! Finding a host family is a task of the exchange organization, but you can
also look for a host family by yourself. We knew it is even hard for organizations to find host families sometimes,
so my family and I started thinking about finding a host family on our own. My uncle and aunt have friends in
Wisconsin, so I talked with my uncle, and started writing e-mails to the Boyds (their friends). After all that work,
I am finally here and my first month has already passed.
The first days were very exhausting, but also wonderful. Having to constantly listen and translate was
more exhausting than I thought it would be. But now after four weeks, I am getting used to it. Listening is not as
hard as it was at the beginning, but even so, four years of learning English in school is not enough to know all
the words. Learning new words is always interesting, because there are a lot of words which are a little bit like
its German counterpart.
School started two weeks ago, and this was one of the biggest differences. My German school has 700
students, and in my town it is considered a big school. But 700 people is nothing compared to 2500 people, the
population at Memorial. Before “real” school started I was at school three times; for registration and other things.
But, I still never knew where I was or where to go. When school started I got lost more than once. But I find my
classes better now after two weeks of asking and searching.
When I had to choose the classes my host family and Counselor helped me; in Germany I could not choose my
classes, so I was very excited that there were so many cool classes I could choose. Like so many other things, the
classes are different; the way the lessons are taught, the way the people learn, and when you learn what.
I enjoy being here. Every day is different and every day I learn something new.
-- Klara Otto

What Do You Do On PCT Days?
“I run in cross country.”-- Mason Rather

“I take a long nap.” -- Naman Siad
“Ultimate Frisbee.” -- Mitchell
Kohrs

“I go to a park and do homework.”
-- McKena Becker
“I go and do homework with
friends.”-- Toni LaBreche
“I have volleyball practice so it is
required that I go to the after school
study (I don’t actually study).” -Paul Martinez
“I go home and take a nap.” -- Nazhat Amiri
“I walk to Jefferson to tutor the middle schoolers.”
-- Max Butler

“I love to go to sleep! But I’m a video game head.”
-- Xavier Sames
“I go hangout with my friends and then I have volleyball practice.” -- Marissa Hoyer

“I go home and go to the park with
my dogs.” -- Maggie Shelly
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Clockwork Angel

America’s Got Talent

On September 15, one of
the hottest reality shows of the
summer ended. It was the finale of
America’s got Talent, the largest
nationwide talent show in America. Starting on June 1 of this year,
70,000 acts auditioned for this
show in various cities. After 10 episodes, 108 acts were selected by the
three judges advanced to the Vegas
round, where 48 of them would be
chosen to advance. The remaining rounds took place on live TV
in Hollywood, where the 48 acts
would be joined by 12 more from
the YouTube auditions in the quarterfinals, and finally 12 wildcards,
acts that were eliminated from previous rounds, but brought back by
the judges who thought they could
do better.
24 acts were voted through
by viewers around America to go to
the semifinals. From there, the Top
Ten were chosen. After that, the top
four were chosen for the finals, the
last competition of the season. The
top four were Prince Poppycock, an
opera singer known for his unique
costumes and makeup, Michael
Grimm, a soul singer, Jackie Evancho, a 10-year-old opera singer
from the YouTube auditions, and
Fighting Gravity, a black light performance group.

In the final competition on
Tuesday, September 14, Prince
Poppycock performed Nessun Dorma while dressed as a knight. This
act resulted in mixed feeling from
the judges, and a buzz from judge
Piers Morgan. The second act was
by Michael Grimm, who performed
When a Man Loves a Woman. He
received positive feedback from
the judges. Judge Howie Mandel
stated that Michael was his favorite
singer in the competition from the
beginning. Michael’s singing tal-

ent was deemed very good by the
public, though few thought it could
compare to the others’. The next
act was by Jackie Evancho, who
sang Ave Maria. Jackie, who joined
the competition from the YouTube
round, was already seen as a national star for her amazing voice at
a young age and was suspected by
most to win. The judges gave her a
standing ovation. The final act was
Fighting Gravity, a band of fraternity brothers that performed tricks
and dance moves in black light.
Fighting Gravity had been a crowd
favorite from their first performance. They were thought to be the
probable winner until the arrival of
Jackie.
The next day was the season finale. The 2-hour special was
accompanied by guest performances by Usher, the Goo Goo Dolls,
Cirque du Soleil, David Copperfield, T-Pain, and past contestants
that were eliminated in the first
round. The top four also performed
again with a singer of their choice.
The guest singers were Donna
Summer, Jewel, Sarah Brightman,
and Lionel Richie. Then the time
finally came for the winner to be
announced.
Many were surprised by the
results. The act that took fourth place
was Prince Poppycock. The judges
thought that he might’ve done better in the results had he improved
his performance. The third place, to
the surprise of several, was Fighting Gravity. The black light group
was one of the most unique acts in
the show’s history and many had
thought they would’ve won first, or
at least second to Jackie Evancho.
The first place result was another
shock to the audience, the judges,
and the winner. The winner of the
million dollar prize was Michael
Grimm, the underdog of the competition. Nonetheless, everyone
seemed satisfied with the results.
The season finale of the show was
quite spectacular, and not something to be missed.
-- Michael Turng

Fantasy novels have never
been my cup of tea. There were always too many different sets of rules
for the same types of creatures. For
me, Harry Potter was how wizardry
worked and Twilight is how vampires worked. That’s it. No exceptions.
Recently I was desperate for
a new book to read and I was fed up
with the formulaic way that ‘girly’
books such as Gossip Girl and The
It Girl are written, so I asked a
friend to recommend something for
me. The book she recommended
was City of Bones by Cassandra
Clare. After warning me that it was
weird for the first 50 pages and that
I should stick with it because it is
fabulous, I read it. And she was absolutely correct. I then proceeded to
read the next two 500+ page books
in the series within a week.
When I found out the author
was writing a prequel series, I immediately ordered an advance copy
of Clockwork Angel online. When
it arrived on my doorstep during the
summer I ripped open the box and
began reading immediately. The
story chronicles the life of Tessa
Gray after aunt and caretaker died
in 1878. Her brother had gone over
seas to work for a prestigious steel
company and he had sent for her to
come and live with him. When she
got off the boat in London she was
greeted by an odd couple of women. The women took her hostage
and taught her to develop her power. The odd thing is, Tessa didn’t
know she had any special abilities.
For Tessa, that was the stuff of story books, not the real world. After
being told her brother was being
held hostage and that she couldn’t
save him unless she ‘developed
her ability’ Tessa consented to being taught. The strange ladies who
called themselves the Dark Sisters
would give Tessa an object and
tell her to change. At first Tessa
hadn’t the slightest idea what they
were talking about, but after yelling at her for hours Tessa realized
she could change into the person
who had owned the object. At first
Tessa thought she was dreaming,
but she slowly realized that her life
was about to take a dramatic turn.
She continued to perform for the

Dark Sisters, but she didn’t know
where all of this was leading until
one day when the Dark Sisters told
her she was to be married to some
one called “The Magister”. Tessa
fought and resisted but there was
no use trying to run away, they had
maids at every door.

She continued on like this,
hopeless, for weeks until one night
a boy by the name of Will showed
up and rescued her from the Dark
Sisters. Will took her to the Institute, a safe haven for all Shadowhunters. Tessa then found out all
about why she was held captive
and that Shadowhunters slay demons and keep the rest of the world
safe from the evil in the world. The
book tells the story of a courageous
girl’s quest to save her brother in a
strange and mysterious new world.
Through out the novel relationships
build between Tessa and two of the
other orphaned Shadowhunters who
live in the Institute.
Having read a lot of second class literature in my lifetime
in addition to all of the amazing
books, I know good writing when
I see it. Cassandra Clare’s novel
Clockwork Angel is a well written,
riveting love story of a girl caught
between to boys on a quest to save
her brother’s life. Her depiction of
this new and enchanting world full
of demons, warlocks, vampires and
Shadowhunters is worth the night
of sleep you will lose once you start
it.
--Tia Das

other improve it. We meet from after school until around five o’ clock in
room 800. Pressions releases a magazine every year, and the seniors in the
club get the opportunity to put together a chapbook (like the magazine,
You have probably passed the Pressions magazines near the door to the except it’s just one person’s work). If you’re interested in writing, you
lower LMC. The club was started in 1981 and the magazine has been com- should come.
ing out since spring 1983.
-- Emily Huffman
We meet every Thursday to share poetry and fiction and help each

Pressions
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Inception Review

Of all 30 movies I saw this
summer, this was the only one that
left me feeling amazed and angry at
the same time. On one hand, I loved
this movie, from the spectacular visuals to the superb story to the fact
that it made me actually think and
pay attention. On the other hand,
this movie raises
a lot of questions,
and ends 10 seconds too early (The
main reason why I
ranted at my friends
for a good half hour
when the movie
was over.)

cess is called inception (Peter Griffin: “Oh! They said it! They said
it!”). Random references to Family
Guy aside, this is one of the easiest
to follow, and yet the most confusing, movie of 2010. By far.
Plot: 8/10

Artist of the Month
KAT BUNKE

“Ever since I was a small child
spending my time at home with a
stack of paper and a box of markers, I’ve been an artist. I would
always draw or paint or sculpt
something that made me (and my
mom) laugh and feel happy. To me,
art means making something that
people will enjoy. When
someone sees my little doodles I
make in my spare time (a.k.a. math
class), I want THEM to laugh and
feel happy. Then I know that something I did made their day a little
bit brighter.”

Visuals:
Spectacular. That’s all that
can be said about
the sights seen in
this movie. Nolan
did an excellent
job capturing the
un-real,
fantastical world we enter
when we fall asleep.
Everything I saw
reminded me of my
own dreams, from
the
upside-down
city acting as a sky,
to the walls of water bursting into
the scene through the windows of a
massive cathedral. Put simply, this
movie looks stunning. Thank god it
wasn’t in 3D, or I might not have
been able to appreciate the truly
amazing scenery handed to us on a
silver screen.
Visuals: 9/10

Characters:
I don’t have much to say
about the characters to be honest.
The point of the movie is more focused on the plot, not how the characters react to the plot. The main
“Character Story” is something I
can’t really give away for fear of
ruining many critical plot points,
but let’s just say it gives us a very
Plot:
original story based around LeonThis is where it gets inter- ardo DiCaprio’s character and the
esting. The visuals may be pretty death of his wife.
and all, but boy, do you have to pay Characters: 8/10
attention. This movie drops plot
points faster than the Roadrunner, Overall Score: 9/10
and you have to be attentive if you
This was an excellent film,
want to know just why they can’t get and I enjoyed it immensely. I only
woken up by Kick #4 when they’re wish it was already out on DVD,
in Dream #3. The main point of the so I could watch it over and over
story is that a group of dream-in- again. Oh well, it’ll be out soon.
filtrators are given the task of im- Unless this is just a dream…Or a
planting an idea into a man’s mind dream within a dream…Or a dream
through his dreams. The catch is, within a dream within a dream…Or
they can’t do that. They can prompt a…OK I’ll stop.
him to think of the idea, but he has
--Zack Meixner
to think of it on his own. The pro-

POETRY CORNER
Poetry is for anyone and can
be used to describe almost
any feeling you can putdown
in words. It can inspire,
move,and change people in
many ways, iF you pick your
words right…here’s a few
oets and poems to read!

A Silly Poem

By: Spike Milligan
Said Hamlet to Ophelia,
I’ll draw a sketch of thee,
What kind of pencil shall I
use? 2B or not 2B?

FIRE AND ICE
By: Robert Frost
Some say the world will
end in fire,
Some say in ice.
From what I’ve tasted of
desire
I hold with those who favor
fire.
But if it had to perish
twice,
I think I know enough of
hate
To say that for destruction

ice
Is also great
And would suffice.
IN MY SHOES
By: Rebekah Dadds
Try me on
Walk in my shoes
Before you judge
Before you chose
To not be open
And instead shut your
mind.

Kat’s Google Doodle was submitted to Google
and placed 2nd for the national company’s doodle
competition.

4

Horoscopes

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22) - You’re the most confident person in
the room this week! Your strong sense of self worth will help
you overcome even the most difficult challenges. Keep up that
positive attitude and you’ll accomplish twice as much as your
competition!
Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21) - You’re usually not the most organized person around, but this week, make sure to declutter your
room and declutter your mind. Having an organized, clear mind
will help you deal with some stressful situations.
Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21) - You love to travel and you’re
always open to new ideas and cultures, so put that into practice
even while you’re at home for the school year. Make friends with
a new exchange student or sign up for a penpal from France!
You can still make the most of your time at home
Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19) - Don’t be afraid to be the first
to apologize this week. Think about your current conflicts with
friends and family. Is it really worth losing someone you love?
Don’t worry, it will all blow over in a couple weeks, as long as
you step up and apologize.
Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18) - Everyone knows keeping promises is not your strong point, but maybe that means it’s time to
prove them wrong! Next time you vow to do a good deed for a
friend, make sure to carry through. Keeping your promises will
not only improve your current friendships but might even help
you make a couple new friends along the way.
Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20) - Make sure to watch your words this
week. Sometimes your criticisms can be harsh and your comments taken the wrong way. Your fearless ability to speak your
mind is admirable, but your brutal honesty isn’t always appreciated.

October Concerts

Not too many Memorial kids come out to local Madison shows.
Despite the fact that so many good things come out of our music scene, the
green and white seems a little clueless when it comes to our local artists.
Sure, everybody knows Dirty Disco Kids now that they’ve made it big,
but when you mention other Madison staples like Dumate, all you get are
blank stares. I’m not really sure why Spartan culture is the way it is about
music, but I spent a long time this summer thinking about ways to bring
our school up to date with the rest of Madison. While I don’t exactly have
the funds to bring the bands to us, I figured the least I could do was inform
the masses on some of the upcoming shows in the Madison area. The way
I look at it, if I can get one kid to skip the nightmare that is Nightstorm and
get them to come to a real show, then I have been successful.
Alright folks, seeing how I get the honor of being your musical
tour guide for the next school year, I figure I might as well introduce myself a little bit. My name’s Carlos-Eduardo Gacharna, and if you ever visit
the ceramics room you probably know who I am. For the rest of you, I’m
a resident senior here at Memorial, and music is what I do. You’ll be a lot
more likely to find me at the Majestic on a Friday night than at the football game, that’s for sure. Hip hop, reggae and electronic music shows are
my preferences, so if you’re into like…jazz or something, I’ll admit I’m
pretty much clueless, but feel free to enlighten me if you know what’s up.
Anyways, without further adoHere’s what’s going on in the Madison area this October (yeah, it’s a good
month for hip hop):
OCTOBER 1:
Wiz Khalifa at The Orpheum
Doors open at 8pm
All ages
$20 advance, $25 Day of
I’ll keep this short. Everybody knows Wiz Khalifa, and chances are you
already know if you’re gonna be at this show or not. Love him, hate him,
either way he’s back in town and doing it big for his Wakin Baken tour.
OCTOBER 6:
Bone Thugs-N-Harmony at The Majestic
Doors open at 7:30
All ages
$20 advance, $25 day of, $45 opera box

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) - Be careful not to judge anyone based
solely on what you see. Get to know people better and give them
time to show you their true personality. You never know who
could be your next partner in crime.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) - Your school spirit is at its peak
this month! Share that enthusiasm with your friends and classmates. Be proud of your school, encourage others, and make
sure to spread that energy around at a couple football games this
week!
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) - Loads of new opportunities are
headed your way this month, but don’t jump into a decision
too quickly. Make sure you know exactly what you want so
you won’t regret that decision when a better opportunity comes
along!
Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22) - Be extremely cautious of new people
this week. Are they really who they say they are? Their friendliness won’t last long so keep an eye out for any impostors, after
all, its better to have one true friend than one hundred friends
who secretly hate you, isn’t it?
Leo (July 23 - Aug 22) - Stop being so shy when it comes to
things you truly care about. Talk to others about what you believe in, be passionate, and they will start to see your reasoning.
You’ll never know the power of your words or the influence you
have upon others until you speak up.
Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22) - Keep up all the great work this
month! You’ve been focused and motivated, so don’t let anything get in your way. Keep your eye on the prize and the finish
line will come faster than you think.
-- Pam Gu

Another well-known act, while the rest of the 90’s hip hop world struggled
to find its voice in this new century, Bone Thugs-N-Harmony have thankfully kept it classic. Yeah, they play on a Wednesday night, but if you’re a
fan of old-school rap you might just have to consider having a long night.
OCTOBER 8:
Dubtronik Kru with Weapons of Mass Defunktion at The Memorial
Union
Starts at 9:30
All ages
Free(!!!)
Dubtronik Kru is your standard roots reggae group, but the big draw for
me here is Weapons of Mass Defunktion. Easily one of my favorite local
acts, their slick mix of jazz, funk and hip hop combine to form one of the
highest energy opening acts around. Trust me folks, those youtube videos
don’t do them justice. When these guys go hard, they go HARD.
OCTOBER 15
F. Stokes with Ice Mantis, Stink Tank, J Dante, Radish and Dirty Disco Kidz DJ Vinnie Toma at The Majestic
Doors open at 9
All ages
$5
Born in Chicago but a Madisonian at heart, F. Stokes shows so much love
he even named one of his remix albums Forever I Love Madison and gave
it out free as thanks to our little town. This is THE show of the month,
folks. At $5 a pop, the amount of talent that’s gonna be on stage on the 15th
is crazy. I’m serious. If you like REAL hip hop, this is the spot to be.
OCTOBER 19
Deadmau5 at The Orpheum
Doors open at 7:30
All ages
$32 advance, $35 at the door
Yes, this is an expensive show. Yes, it’s on a Tuesday. Thing is though,
Deadmau5 is one of THE hottest DJs on the music scene right now. I’m
sure many of you are no strangers to the Toronto native’s music, so I’m
sure you know why. This guy is a revolution on what it means to be a DJ
today, preferring his own progressive beats and live experimentation to
the industry standard. Take advantage of the fact that he took the time out
of playing sold-out shows throughout the world to swing by our humble
abode. You won’t regret it.
--Carlos-Eduardo Gacharna
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Fuddy Meers by David Lindsey Abaire is a story about an amnesiac
Claire (Kelsey Yudice) who wakes up every morning with no memory. Every day, her husband Richard (Michael Renken) and “misunderstood” son
Kenny (Andrew Melotte) try and help her live a normal life. One morning a Limping Man (Eric Larson) abducts her saying that her husband is
trying to kill her. The audience is then taken on an amusement park ride
of what seems to be the strangest day in Claire’s life. Along the way, she
meets Gertie (Grace Schneck), her mother who is speech impaired, Millet
(Anthony Leonard), a questionable character who speaks from a puppet,

and Heidi (Mallory Durlauf), a lady cop with a temper. This dark comedy
tells a story of a woman trying to link together all of the missing pieces of
her broken past, even the pieces that should not be remembered. The play
is rated PG-13 and is not suitable for children under the age of 14. The play
will take place in Theater 300 on October 14th, 15th, 16th, 21st, 22nd, and
23rd at 7:30 pm and a 2:00 matinee on October 23rd. All tickets will be
sold in the cafeteria for 5 dollars each.
-- Kelsey Yudice
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With only one
game left in the regular season, Memorial’s
Varsity Boy’s soccer
team is busy preparing for the upcoming
Sectional tournament
and possibly the State
tournament after that.
Holding a record of
Sawyer Brown, 12 9-8-1, the team has
had its ups and downs
throughout the season
after meeting tough
opposition from Marquette, Brookfield Central, Neenah, and Kenosha Tremper. But how
does this team compare
to the one from last year
that memorably fought
to the State championship? “Well this year we
lost a lot of key players
and are much younger
Peter Grimmer, 11 than last year,” said senior Ravi Rajani. “We still
have the same hardworking mindset and are determined to go to state and potentially win it all.
We all work hard in practice which pays off dur-

VARSITY Roster:
Alley, Keenan
Braun, Otto
Brown, Colin
Cardona De Leon, Lucas
Colegial, Isaias
Cramer, Alexander
De Lima, Brian
Eggert, Nicholas
Gerstner, Ryan
Grimmer, Peter
King, Henry
King, Oliver
Kunugi, Kenji
Lencina, Mariano
Lenoch, Abrahm
Mitchell, Isaiah
Morales, Manuel
Rajani, Ravi
Surtees, Patrick
WTchernev, Daniel

ing the games which is what really separated us
from a lot of the teams last year.” With six seniors to lead the team, there is still a considerable
amount of experience in the squad looking to take
the State Championship title this year. However, according to senior Abe Lenoch, the players
are taking it one step at a time. “Every year the
program’s goal is to make it to the sectional fi-

though, there could
be some deeper
problems that Memorial’s team has.
Every year, all aspiring members of
the team take part
Sawyer Brown, 12
in a four day session to compete for the Varsity
spots. Unlike in previous years,
there weren’t any freshmen that
made the cut this year. Wouldn’t
that be a problem next year? Senior Kenji Kunugi doesn’t believe
so. “There
shouldn’t be
any implications because
we will have
a strong returning team
and the JV
players are
Abe Lenoch, Otto Braun, Ravi Rajani, Manuel Morales, Kenji more than capable of filling
Kunugi, and Sawyer Brown
Kenji Kunugi, 12
those spots lost
nal, so we want to get there first,” Lenoch stated. with graduating seniors,” he explained. With
“Then if we win that we worry about State and that issue resolved, Memorial’s Varsity team can
winning a state championship.” Looking past focus on finishing the season strongly in peace.
the State tournament that starts on October 28,
-- William Xiang

JV SOCCER
Antonuk, Peter
Bliss, Michael
Christensen, Samuel
Gomez, Eli
Gottlieb, Jeremy
Gray, Dylan
Greene, Ogden
Grimmer, Patrick
Hanauer, Nicholas
Hozeny, Francis
Kluender, William
Lenoch, Riley
Macvilay, Arya
Messan, Othniel
Miller, Steven
Peters, Joshua
Rice, Kellen
Slover, Chase
Vankan, Jozef
Walsh, William

Tennis Anyone?
From the dress-days to
bringing it all to the courts at meets,
the tennis team has managed to
achieve a great deal this year. However, do we really know this? It is
not like many of us go to the tennis
meets and watch the Girls’ Tennis
Team in action. In any case, I had
the pleasure of sitting and discussing the season with one of the captains, Elspeth Myers (the other being Michelle Yang).
Sword & Shield: Who are you and
what rank are you on the Girls tennis team?
Elspeth Myers: I’m Elspeth Myers
and I play varsity doubles #3 with
Michelle Yang. I am also co-captain
with Michelle Yang.
S&S: How long have you been
playing tennis?
EM: I started freshman year, and

Boy’s Varsity Soccer

I’ve been playing for 4 years.
S&S: What do you like about tennis
that differ it from all other sports?
EM: It’s a sport you can play for a
lifetime, it doesn’t matter what age
you are or how good you are. I also
like that we have team tournaments,
as well as individual tournaments.
S&S: Many say that tennis is an
individual sport, so do the girls
on the tennis team keep to themselves?
EM: Actually, tennis isn’t so much
an individual sport. When we have
games against the other people,
although our games are played individually (or with your partner if
you play doubles), it is our team
score that determines if we win or
not. Everyone on the team is very
active and rather noisy... but that’s
what’s so special about tennis! No-

FRESHMAN
SOCCER

Alt-Nachreiner, Taylor
Bogost, Jacob
Clark, Joseph
Eckerle, Nathan
Eggert, Max
Fowler, Alexander
Garamendi, Christian
Gerbig, Joel
Gillman, Bradley
Hernandez, Anthony
Ikeda, Hayato
Maysack, Henry
Mueller, Brandon
Palacios, Daniel
Peters, Matthew
Scheller, Micah
Silverberg, Sam
Thao, Yangching
Treves, Isaac
Waity, Connor
body really keeps to themselves; we
all bond as a team, even if we don’t
all get to play together.
S&S: What does the Team do together?
EM: We go to meets together, and
have dress up days for them. We
also have potlucks the night before
big invites. We also have a team
sleepover, which this year was hosted by Teja.
S&S: How was the season? Why
was it good or bad?
EM: The season was pretty good
this year, I think. Our team has
overall improved over the season
which is a great achievement. Also
we’ve had a strong doubles number
one team on varsity which has won
many of their games.
S&S: When does the season end?
EM: The season ends for JV October 1st after their conference. For

Tennis team captians, Michelle Yang
and Elspeth Meyers are the only seniors on the JMM tennis team.
Varsity it depends on whether or not
anybody qualifies for sectionals.
S&S: Did you like the experience
of being captain? Why did you like
it or why didn’t you like it?
EM: I really enjoyed being team
captain this year. It was nice to be
able to pick out our uniforms and
warm ups this year, even if it was
tough trying to find the right ones.
S&S: Anything you would like to
add? If not thank you for your
time!
EM: Also, if you enjoy tennis and
want to play, you should join next
year!! And GUYS remember that
your season starts in spring so talk
to Mr. Schlitz if you’d like to join!
--Selma Aly
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JMM TENNIS

JMM Football
VARSITY

SOPHS

VARSITY TENNIS
Bhagwandin, Swastie
Ford, Monika
Johnson, Mikayla
Kalluri, Pratyusha
Mei, Linda
Myers, Elspeth
Pittala, Keerthana
Pittala, Sadhana
Quinn, Gabriela
Shen, Kelly
Vemuganti, Tejaswini
Xu, Laura
Yang, Michelle

Teja and Monika play Doubles 2.

JV TENNIS

Awes, Marina
Braun, Grace
Cymbalak, Haley
Duppler, Nicole
Hsu, Pei-Ning
Ma, Christina
Nellis, Beaw
Nguyen, Trang
Prabakaran, Nivedhitha
Ranade, Tarjani
Vizcarra, Maria

FROSH TENNIS
Anderson, Rebecca
Bolles, Aliyah
Carlson, Evangeline
Figueroa, Marisa
Goode, Madeline
Laufenberg, Emily
Shah, Rutvi
Sheskey, Jamie
Stephenson, Emily
Sullivan, Alice

Beebe, Liam
Buchanan, Ke’Yaune
Christensen, David
Cruz, Carlos
DeWerd, Zachary
Fountain, Daurice
Gaulocher-Bergm, Ryley
Hay-Chapman, Mason
Helle, Samuel
Hellenbrand, Jonathan
Hopwood, Joshua
Hulsey, Tyler
Johnson, Vincent
Jordan, Casey
Lindquist, Tyler
Martin, De’marco
Mc Hugh, Edward
McCabe, Michael
Ortiz, Brendan
Redman, Lester
Richmond, Darnell
Rivera, Jorge
Sutherland, Samuel
Thompson, Aswan
Thompson Jr., Donnel
Toman, Brandon
Viveros, Chris
Walls, Andrew
Walters, Julian D
Weah, Jester

FROSH

Kelly Shen works Singles 1 against
La Follette’s best.

Varsity Singles Ladies

Coach Granger, Coach King, Coach Schlitz and Coach Gottschall

Baker, Marshaud
Brown, David
Bruesewitz, Ryan
Bruesewitz, Sean
Bunch, Leon
Caravello, Samuel
Cunnigan, Ra Quan
Debner, Nick
Doucette, Jaron
Gartland, Jeremy
Ginther, Logan
Hernandez, Sergio
Horman, Benjamin
Hyde, Blaine
Kimball, Samuel
Kirkpatrick-Marks, Cherub
Maier, Mitchell
McCoy, Wayne
Mohoney, Jason
Pierick, Brady
Radloff, Jorden
Robinson, Jarret
Roemer, Reggie
Roth, Michael
Sahli, Alexander
Singh, Chetandeep
Sullivan, James
Swadley, Alexander
Wesley, Jo-Nathan D
Wilson, Robert
Wynne, John Patrick

Battaglia, Charles
Bergen, Kyle
Blumingburg, Sedrix
Bruesewitz, Connor
Carlson, Isaac
Cruz, Ismael
De Waard, Mattheus
Dela Cruz, Marco Jose
Ferguson, Joseph

Floyd, Douglas
Fredrick, Jordan
Horman, Joshua
Hulick, Collin
Jackson, Donald
Jones, Austin
Jordan, Cole
Joshua, Anthony
Jung, Jonathan
Kamps, Joshua
Karr, John
Kipfer, Nathan
La Breche, James
Larson, Keith
Long, Steven
Mahlik, Sean
Mather, Patrick
Mather, Ryan
Mirkin, Sam
Montoya-Rivera, Gabriel
Morris, Jamar
Murray, Kevin
Sanchez, Richard
Sanchez, Robert
Schuman, Adam
Scurlock, Dennis
Sims, Morse
Sutherland, Paul
Thiede-Lueders, Alexander
Thome-Hough, Jordan
Tubbs, Casey
Wade, Mitchell
Washington, Brian
Wilkins, Jonathan
Wise, Brett

Football photos from Mr. Frontier,
taken on parent night, October 1st.
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Lessons we can learn from the oil spill

At approximately 9:45 PM on April 20th, the offshore rig, Deepwater Horizon, suffered a wellhead blowout and an explosion that killed
eleven and injured seventeen. The explosion did not only hurt human lives
but it caused America’s largest oil spill. For months, BP and the Coast
Guard worked on capping the leak of oil and capturing the oil already in
the water. BP made various attempts to cap the leak, including the 125
ton containment dome and the “top kill” procedure. The desperate company even considered using nuclear weapons in somehow capping the
leak. Only after BP suffered billions of dollars through spending, a hurt
reputation, and worried stockholders, was BP able on August 4th to pump
cement into the well head and successfully cap the leak. Regardless of
BP’s efforts, massive damage has been done. Billions of dollars have been
spent, thousands of Gulf-related jobs have been lost and large portions
of the environment, food-chain and animal kingdom have been damaged.
The spill will take billions of dollars from taxpayers to clean up despite the
twenty billion dollar escrow fund Obama established through payments
from BP. Many of our parents will eventually be paying for a significant
portion of the spill damage, through taxes, to the federal government. The
BP oil spill will hurt our allowances to a very slight degree due to extra
taxes for our parents. Also, if you eat seafood, you’ll probably pay much
higher prices for much of the seafood you regularly enjoy. Since most of
our seafood comes from the Gulf and much of the fish and marine organisms disappeared through the spill, fish prices have skyrocketed in recent
months. Expect to see higher prices for seafood at any store and for seafood specialty meals at any restaurant.
Despite the tragedy of this accident, it is unreasonable to mourn
it without taking a course of action. At this point of time, we must learn
from the oil spill to reduce the chances of another happening in the future.
Rather than pointing fingers or chanting populist slogans at BP and similar
companies, we should make changes in our regulatory system to the approaches in solving an oil spill.
Changing the regulation mechanisms for the offshore drilling companies is an important step. We know that this spill occurred due to BP
ignoring many of the safety problems and cutting safety expenses on the
leased “Deepwater Horizon” from the company Transocean. Currently, according to the Christian Science Monitor on July 12th, the offshore drilling
regulation agency simply encourages companies to adopt certain policies,
rather than enforcing them. Unfortunately, encouragement is not functional
in the oil industry; rather, forcing companies to adopt policies such as only

drilling under safe depths or in safe places would help reduce the chances
of another accident. Taking these steps to prevent a similar problem would
help us as young adults by allowing us to pay lower taxes to the federal
government.
Also, adopting new and innovative technology towards such a spill
would help in the future. During this spill, the coast guard and other agencies used “booms” to try cleaning up the spill. Unfortunately, booms are
fairly ineffective and in this case, cleaned up only a small percent of the
surface oil. Technology such as the newly made oil pump demonstrated
on ABC News that sucks in oil and pumps out 99% clean water would
help in future oil spills. In addition, it is necessary to not be arrogant
about accepting the help of foreign countries. Employing the services of
the Taiwanese company which claims it can suck up clean surface water
hundreds of times faster than a regular skimmer or using massive Saudi
Arabian tankers to suck up the spill would aid an American response in
the clean-up of this oil spill and spills in the future. Eventually, many byproducts will emerge from newly employed technologies and like usual,
these new byproducts will be used in our consumer lives and will make our
lives more efficient. Also, greater cooperation on important projects with
foreign countries will improve our image in the world and will eventually
help us in many fields.
Additionally, honesty in sharing data between the government and
the private sector is immensely important. Upon asking Michael Reilly (a
senior at our school) the question, “what is the most important lesson we
can learn from the oil spill?”, he replied that we need “more transparency
and honesty between the government and the private sector, and a greater
sharing of knowledge and resources”. As he points out, in a future crises
like the oil spill, we should encourage companies involved to collaborate
with the government so both can cooperate to solve the problem most
efficiently. Without full sharing of information, confusion will be the response to the problem and unnecessary conflict will erupt. By full sharing
of information, we can see a much less expensive response to the oil spill,
which will help us through lower taxes, and less impulsive and damaging
action.
By implementing several lessons from this disaster, we can prevent
another one, benefit our consumer lives, improve our relations with the
world and become a more pro-active and environmentally-conscious nation.
--Abhilash Sandireddy

Oil
Spill
Opinion
Oil is a resource essential to the American economy. It is neither paratively, according Eric Smith, American environmental and regulatory

practical nor possible to transition directly to alternative energies at the
moment. Deep water offshore oil drilling both decreases our current foreign dependence, astronomically augments the American economy, and
prepares it for the shift to cleaner energy technologies. Economic and environmental benefits and the rarity of spills are all reasons why deep water
offshore oil drilling is in the best interest of the United States.
The current moratorium instated by the Obama Administration has
been an economic nightmare. According to the Institute for Energy Research, this drilling moratorium reduced crude oil production by 31, 000
barrels a day in 2010, and if continued, would reduce production by 27%
by 2035. Many rigs are leaving the Gulf of Mexico because of this suspension, and it is estimated that it will take a minimum of 5 to 10 years for rigs
to return. By 2035, 175 000 high paying jobs would be lost, local coastal
communities would be destroyed, and GDP would decrease by $500 billion. As domestic production decreases, foreign dependence is estimated
to increase 19%. However, American Energy Alliance’s report – the most
complete and reliable available – estimates that if offshore oil drilling is
encouraged, $9.09 billion will be annually invested in exploration and offshore resource development over seven years; $22 billion annually in refinement over 2 ½ years, causing a massive $273 billion annual increase
in GDP, totaling to an $8.2 trillion increase over 30 years. Over 1 million
jobs would be created, sustainable over 30 years and paying 28% more
than an average American job. Federal tax revenue is projected to increase
by $69 billion annually, for a total $2.07 trillion total. Furthermore, the
United States decreases its dependency on unstable nations like Nigeria
and Saudi Arabia, pays American workers, and with this increased control,
better regulates production and stabilizes prices. Importation is economically less efficient, with each tanker consuming an estimate of 3% of its
cargo in diesel per delivery.
Second, deep water oil drilling has environmental benefits. Com-

standards are higher than many other countries. Deep water oil drilling
decreases oil imports from these countries and thus helps the environment.
Shipping oil burns large amounts of diesel, emitting greenhouse gases;
domestic drilling is comparable to eating locally grown food. Tankers are
more susceptible to leaks than oil wells, and are often far more destructive,
such as the grounding of the Exxon Valdez in Alaska, only the 40th largest
tanker spill in record. According to the Collins Center for Public Policy,
transportational spills are the third largest cause of oil spillage, while oil
wells leak the least amount of oil. Additionally, natural seepage accounts
for over 60% of yearly oil loads into the North American waters. As reported by SOS California and UC-Santa Barbara, areas around production
sites experience a 50% reduction in seepage rates.
Finally, major incidents are very rare. According to Congressional Research Services, from 1993 to 2007, oil drilling companies spilled
six ten thousandths of a percent of their oil, that is, 1 barrel per 156 000.
Compared to transportation, the industry has been very effective. BP’s recent Deepwater Horizon accident was shocking but its cause is known and
can be prevented. With heavy media and public pressure, the government,
insurance companies, and other sectors of the oil industry will all keep a
careful lookout and increase regulations to prevent such incidents from occurring in the future. Environmental impacts have also been exceedingly
well contained, and according to the American Enterprise Institute, ecosystems recovery quickly from oil spills within the one to four years; for
example, the vast oil dump into the Persian Gulf during Operation Desert
Storm had few long-term impacts. Government researchers reporting on
Deepwater Horizon note that 74% of spilled oil has been neutralized and
the remaining 26% is a light sheen at the surface, or dispersed and breaking down rapidly. Fishing grounds have even been reopened, and tested
fish have not shown signs of contamination.
-- Kevin Chen
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Memorial Students Bring Home National Honors
Tournament of Champions, Evanston, IL
Valerie Shen – placed 6th overall
National Forensics League’s National Tournament in Kansas City,
MO
Brendan Caldwell – placed 21st in
Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Valerie Shen and Lingran Kong –
Forensics and Debate:
advanced to first elimination round
in Public Forum Debate
Debate National Tournament of Michelle Yang – competed in ConChampions in Lexington, KY
gressional Debate
Lingran Kong and Valerie Shen Yi Yi – competed in U.S. Extemp
– first Wisconsin Public Forum de- Jarrel Montgomery – competed in
baters to be invited
Dramatic Interpretation
Extemporaneous Speaking National Tyler Holstein and Molly Kunz
This summer while most Memorial students were enjoying time
away from school, many students
were hard at work bringing home
national honors. The following is a
list of students and their respective
accomplishments. Congratulations
to all!

– advanced to elimination rounds in
Duo Interpretation
Pratyusha Kalluri – advanced to
elimination rounds in Original Oratory
Abhilash Sandireddy – advanced to
elimination rounds in International
Extemp
Valerie Shen – semifinalist in Impromptu Speaking

Score in Business Math

HOSA (Health Occupations Students of America)
National Leadership Conference,
Orlando, FL
Michelle Yang, Yi Yi, and Nancy
Gu – placed 6th in Biomedical Debate
Sam Shabtaie – Outstanding State
Leader
FBLA (Future Business Leaders Lisa Dinndorf – Competitive Event
Team
of America):
Keep up the good work!
National Leadership Conference,
-- Suman Gunasekaran
Nashville, TN
Suman Gunasekaran – 7th Best

2010

Homecoming
Why do we love Homecoming week so much?

Seniors as they await their victory.
Freshmen Spirit Bowl Team

Sophmore Spirit Bowl Team

Junior Spirit Bowl Team

(above) Staff Alumni do their best to model
how to sing the school song-- ooh, raw!
<Mr. O is an amazing MC, telling the sophmores the way it is.
>>Connor Bruesewitz is a part of the 2010
Guy Girl dance, the best ever!

The Tug of War! After several years of failure, the
staff manage to defeat every student team ... or
did they just tire them out making them play each
other first?
Ms. Geerdes is part of the winning team!>

Mr. Spencer has to step it up if he is going to beat Junior Beat Boxing champ,
Collin Haas.

below:Connor Bruesewitz donates his
car to be smashed up
for money-- procedes
go to breast cancer
research. Stefan
Schultz gives the car
a beating.

Shannon Boehm waits to crown the queen and king of the
2010 Homecoming Court-- Freshmen: Ryan Brusewitz, Maria
Riano, Jeremy Gotlieb, and Katie Shampo.
Sophomores: Caleb Ennis, Emily Koebke
Barsic, Marcel Hunt, and Carly Perez
Guerra. Juniors: Eric Gosselin, Abby Cash,
Rob Sanchez and Krista Karr. Seniors: Tyler
Hohlstein, Molly Meier, Joe Rowley, Lindsey Quella, Neng Thao, and Ida Sobotic

The Juniors, led by president Marco de la Cruz, play a respectable game of tug of war and obstacle course
finishing in a solid second place after the seniors.
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