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Scholarships & Awards

University of 
Minnesota-10

University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs

Azusa Pacific University- CA

Beloit College

Bemidji State University

Boston
Conservatory

Bowdoin College

Carleton College - 2

Carnegie 
Mellon University

Carroll University -2

Carthage

Coe College

1-4 reported student attending
5+ reported students attending

some kid told the Independent
that they were going to University of Hawaii at Manoa
but the Sword & Shield is hard pressed to believe it. 

Colorado College

Colorado State University - Fort Collins Columbia 

Duke University

Edgewood-5

Fashion Institute 
of Technology

Georgetown

Globe University
Harvard-3

Howard University

Iowa 
State

Lawrence

Lewis & Clark College

Macalester-2

UW-51

MATC-29

McNally Smith College of Music 

MIAD

Miami University

Minnesota 
State U- Mankato

Northwest Technical College

Northwestern University-2

Pacific Lutheran University

Pomona College

Pratt Institute

The Sword & Shield thanks The Independent for the data used for this map.

Purdue University

Rice University

Rochester College MI

Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology

St. Cloud State

St. Olaf

Stanford University

Texas A&M University

UC San Diego

UC Santa- Barbara

UCLA

Urbana

UNC-Charlotte

University of Arkansas Pine Bluff

UC Santa Cruz

TPF alma mater (hurray for Joe Rowley!)
WHERE ARE THEY GOING?

University of Dubuque

University of Evansville

University of Kansas University of Maryland

University of St Thomas-2

University of St. Marys, Minnesota
UW - Baraboo

UW- Eau Claire-9

UW- Green Bay

UW- La Crosse-15

UW- Milwaukee-15

UW- Oshkosh-4 

UW- Parkside
UWPlatteville-9

UW- River Falls-2
UW- Stevens Point-4

Wellesley College

Winona State-4

Academic Excellence Awards 
Diana Liu, Michael Reilly

Rajsekhar Setaluri, Xiyu Wang
All State Scholars

Diana Liu
Rajsekhar Setaluri

Xiyu Wang

PEOPLE Scholars
India Anderson-Carter

Daniel Alurralde
Hitesh Mogallapu

Selma Aly
Naman Siad

Maya Dorje
Monique Tapp

Neffatri Edwards
Phin Ter Thao
Jelani English

Neng Thao
Carlos Gacharna
Thuy Dan Tran

Vanessa Hernandez
Eddie Ukoeninn

Jessica Jones
Hue Yang

Andrea Laguna-Garcia
 

Sanchez Scholars
Daniel Alurralde Orozco

Javiera Bravo

Downtown Rotary Club 
Foundation

Aria Guglielmina

Michael Li
Patrick Mather
Carlos Solano

Downtown Rotary Club Youth 
Awards

Sophomore Improvement:Annie 
Rosebear-Ace

Junior Improvement:Frakia Horton
Senior Improvement: Jack Debner
Senior Achievement: Maya Dorje

Outstanding Senior: Jimmy He
Community Service: Stefan Schiltz

Community Service: Nancy Gu
Judge: Sierra Garcia
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Daniel Orozco Alurralde 
Ellen Jean Bartzen 
Charles Austin Battaglia 
Kelsey Leigh Beld 
Alyssa Rose Boutelle 
Felix Michael Braun 
Otto Hughes Braun 
Colin Sawyer Brown 
Michael Quinn Burke 
Abigail Nicole Burns 
Jessica Hunt Casper 
Jessica Linda Chen 
Craig Whalen Cox 
Maya Pema Dorje 
Vanessa Lynn Everson 
Aubrey Melissa Fisher 
Gabrielle Elise Grandin 
Nancy Xihao Gu 
Pamela Gu 
Aria Rae Guglielmina 
Jimmy Zhuojie He 
Victoria Ann Heinrich 
Greg Otto Johnson 
Christina Chiharu Johnston 
Jessica Jones 
Hannah Meridian Kaiser 
Laura Margaret Kalscheur 
Justin Francis Kim 
Riley Morgan Larget 
Jennifer Nicole Larson 
Jane Seika Lee 
Kirsten Caroline Lee 
Diana Liu 

Benjamin John Mau 
Eileen Lynn McMahon 
Joseph Andrew Meland 
Othniel Kangni Akpo Messan 
Michal Leszek Miernowski 
Hannah Marie Mortensen 
Elspeth Jo Myers 
Ryan Nie 
David Alexander Paul 
Lindsay Jordan Quella 
Megan Rose Radke 
Mara Elizabeth Ragland 
Johannah Elizabeth Rather 
Michael Joseph Reilly 
Samuel Micah Rosing 
Arjun Seshadri 
Rajsekhar Venkat Setaluri 
Lydia Mary Sewell 
Kathryn Marie Snell 
Kyra Kristina Stone 
Neng Thao 
Chloe Lynn Theissen 
Thuy Dan Ngoc Tran 
Raina Meredith Van Duym 
Xiyu Wang 
Dana Mackenzie Williams 
Michelle Z Yang 
Jessica 
Ann Zed-
nicek 

High Honors

Scholorship Award Winners
Juniper Arthurs: Edgewood College Community Scholars
Jagpreet Sekhon: Macy's Incorporated National Merit Scholarship
Nathan Panke:  The Fore-Runner Award at the University of Dubuque
Michelle Yang: The Siemens Award for Advanced Placement

Selma Ezzatt Aly 
Abrahm Heaton Lenoch 
Shannon Casey Behling 
Rong Jie Lu 
Amber Lynne Blumer 
Elaine Ching-An Luong 
Shannon Mae Boehm 
Andrew Jacob Melotte 
Khalil Robert Boggs 
Holly Jo Mueller 
Max Benjamin Bogost 
Anna Elizabeth Orcutt-Jahns 
Vladimir George Bouriakov 
Megan Ann Padley 
Crystal June Buckley 
Marta Rachel Pardee 
Colin Marrinan Caneff 
Malina Erin Piatt 
Isaac Joseph Carlson 
Kaitlyn Nicole Pilarzyk 
Sierra Emily Clear 
Lauren Nicole Revello 
Matthew Ryan Cooper 
Sarah Arvonia Richardson 
Lily Amelia Cornwell 
Dana Jaclyn Robertson 
Tatiana Noel Das 
Joshua Nicolas Rosing 
Lexi Michelle Diederich 
Paul Andrew Rowley 
Alan Nicholas Farnsworth 
Jagpreet Kaur Sekhon 

Douglas Welter Floyd 
Chen Shao 
Sierra Mowris Garcia 
Naman Abdirahman Siad 
Erik Roger Gartland 
Megan Ellen Siegle 
Tia Marie Gilmore 
Caitlyn Marie Slawny 
Ingrid Thompson Greene 
Ida Mina Sobotik 
Sarah Lynn Grochowski 
Carlos Jose Solano 
Brandon Richard Hall                
Paul William Sutherland 
Emily Joan Houston 
Aaron Stuart Taylor 
Olivia Brandau Hunter 
Phyrin Thou 
Eredio Hyseni 
Monica Anne Trevino 
Jack David Ishikawa 
Teague Walsh-Felz 
Pei Tzu Maggie Ju 
Brett Jackson Wise 
Jonathan Michael Jung 
Veronica Mae Zalesak 
Mackenzie Morganne Keith-Drake 
Mark Joseph Ziegler 
Andrea Laguna-Garcia 
Eric Curry Zwaska 
Kevin Friedrich Lempp 

Honors

Badger State Representatives: Sierra Garcia & Paul Rowley
      

NATIONAL  MERIT  COMMENDED  STUDENTS
Colin Caneff, Erik Gartland, Pamela Gu, Jimmy He, Christina Johnston,

Eileen McMahon, Michal Miernowski, Arjun Seshadri, Xiyu Wang

       NATIONAL  MERIT  SCHOLARSHIP  FINALISTS
Jessica Chen, Nancy Gu. Justin Kim, Riley Larget,  Diana Liu

Samuel Rosing. Susan Schmitz. Rajasekhar Setaluri, Michelle Yang,       

PRESIDENTIAL  SCHOLAR  
CANDIDATES

 Nancy Gu,  Riley Larget,  Diana Liu 
                               

PRESIDENTIAL  SCHOLAR 
SEMI-FINALIST

Michelle Yang                                           

Scholarships & Awards

Madison 
West Lion’s 

Club
Gabrielle 
Grandin

Commit-
tee’s Choice
Tia Gilmore

Breakfast Optimist
Elaine Luong

Horizon’s Rotary Club
Isaac Carlson

Pei-Tsu Ju

TDS
Phyrin Thao

Sauk Trails Optimist
Stefan Schiltz

Thuy Dan Tran

West Towne Middleton 

Rotary
Christina Johnston

Ross M. Koen
Tyler Richter

Dana Williams

Gary Nelson
Ian Wright

Betty Perego
Monkontee Slobert
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“Math-alete”
 Felix Braun

Michael Sullivan’s 
1.67 Award:
Pa Chee Thao

 
Frank A. Zuerner Memorial

India Anderson-Carter 

UW Health: Atrium 
Clinic:

Jazmine Parks-Woods

Red Cross Blood Drive
Sierra Clear

Jonathan Jung
Joseph Meland
Mark Ziegler

Hazel Paschall Scholarship
Shannon Behling

Islamic Commu-
nity 

of Madison
Naman Siad
Xiyu Wang

CUNA Mutual
Domonique Golz

Ethel Mabie Falk
Brian Nkemnji

David Paul

UW Credit Union
Sonam Dorji

Andy Gauss Memorial
Lydia Sewell

Scholarships & Awards Cont.

Devine Family Foundation
Jordan Carlson

Michael 
Sheahan 

Memorial 
Award

Lindsay Quella

Carolyn Taylor
Rhiannon Kurtz
Ashley Phillips

William McPyncheon
Pamela Gu

Spartan Pride 
Scholarship

Connor Bruesewitz 

Dick Shimon Out-
standing 

Senior Athletes:
Katie Pilarzyk

Michael Salerno

Cyndi, Katie & Sean Kaump
Kelsey Beld

Michael Salerno

Jamie Lindl Athletic 
Leadership Award
Connor Bruesewitz

Marti Kaump Music 
& 

Performing Arts
Greg Johnson

 Jennifer Larson
 Kelsey Yudice

Francis Drew 
Winkley

Victoria Heinrich

Fritz Kaump
Othniel Messan

Cora Torres

Many know I am a Backyard 
Representative, Senior Class Of-
ficer, and a DDAF Officer and that 
I have greatly cherished my time 
at JMM, as I’m sure my fellow 
classmates have as well. Today 
might be our completion of this 
special time in high school, but it 
is not the end of our time together. 
No matter where our lives lead us 
in the future, we will always have 
our JMM Class of 2011. Although 
I’m sure many of our paths will 
split, enough of our life circles will 

cross again. I look forward to the 
growing process each person in the 
Class of 2011 will experience, and 
to meeting again in ten years to 
learn about everyone’s new lives. 
In ten years expect an invitation to 
celebrate the immense amount of 
change we now look forward to. 
We will celebrate what we have 
achieved up to today and every-
thing that lies ahead. Congratula-
tions everyone graduating this 
year; we did it!    
                              -Caitlyn Slawny
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Swimmers

Cross Country and Track
The Sword and Shield celebrates Spartan Athletes!

Ultimate Seniors

Jordan Carlson, Sydnie Silbernagel, Erik Gartland

Cati Beecher will be 
swimming at St. Cloud 
State and Michael 
Salerno will be swim-
ming at UW Stevens 
Point.  Alfredo Novoa 
might be swimming at 
UW LaCrosse.

The 3 Sport Athlete: 
A Dying Breed

Chris Morgan: Sports Editor
 There are many reasons 
for it, but they all point to the 
same thing. The days of letter-
man jackets with medals dangling 
all over seem to be gone. The 
once common four year, three 
sport athlete has been replaced 
by the stereotypical overworked 
high school student, where a part-
time job now trumps after school 
athletics. 
 Of course high school 
student athletes don’t get paid 
to play, but is that the reason 
that over the last few decades 
we’ve seen a switch from sacking 
quarterbacks to sacking groceries 
after school? While the financial 
aspect might play a role, the real 
reason is the specialization of 
sports.
 The new mind set of a 
high school athlete is to be the 
best they can be at their given 
sport. For the casual athlete, this 
often means being too scared to 
try out for a sport in the first place 
– even if they were guaranteed 
a roster spot just for going out. 
This stems from their belief that 
the sport will be “too intense” 
when all they were looking for 
was some fun and exercise in the 
afternoon. For the more serious 
athlete, however, being the best 
they can be means there is no 
offseason. When their school 
season is not in session they are 
either playing club sports, in 
some sort of summer conditioning 
program, or attending any one of 
a multitude of camps.
 High school coaches 
aren’t to blame either. While 
they obviously don’t want their 
players sitting on their behinds in 
the offseason, most coaches have 
nothing to do with the club AAU 
circuit. Instead they encourage 

their athletes to partake in other 
sports to 1. keep them in shape, 
and 2. incentivize them to keep 
their grades up. Coaches have 
to have their players eligible 
when their season rolls around, 
and what coach doesn’t want 
to see their kids perform well 
academically as well? In addition, 
many high school coaches are 
teachers themselves and coaches 
of multiple sports.
Some blame falls on parents, 
and ultimately, the athletes 
themselves. Whether parents 
aren’t allowing their child to 
participate in sports, or if they 
want their child to focus on a 
single sport, this subtracts greatly 
from an already vanishing sort 
of student. Also, the athletes 
themselves often don’t have the 
drive necessary to be competing 
year-round.
 In the end though, a 
changing society is to blame. 
Sports are becoming more and 
more of a business, where high 
school athletics are nothing 
more than a stepping stone to the 
college and professional leagues 
for die-hard competitors. From 
these overly-serious athletes’ 
perspective, gone are the days 
of having fun and hoping for a 
few wins, replaced with all-star 
traveling teams and way too 
much money spent. 
 There is hope though. I 
dare you to go out for that sport 
you’ve always thought about but 
never actually acted on. I did 
cross country last fall, and it was 
one of the best decisions I’ve 
made. Hopefully you’ll have fun 
and make some great memories, 
but more importantly you’ll 
meet people that you otherwise 
never would have met. Quite 
often they’re pretty cool too. I’m 
looking at you Carlos Solano and 
Steve Wang.

Top left:  Michael Burke, Greg 
Maddox, and Colin Sunde at-
tack after the pull. 

Logan Pruess makes a leap for 
the disc 

John Stec receives the disc with team-
mate nearby

Craig Cox makes a quick grab 
against Amherst 

Colin Sunde makes a swift layout

(LEFT)Memorial’s dynamics prove 
to be too strong when Craig Cox 
throws short to Collin Hulick

(BELOW LEFT) Dana Williams 
takes a vertical leap to advance 
Memorial’s offense over Amherst

Felix Braun goes big

David Paul skys the 
competition.
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Every Day Matters: Senior 
Soccer Players Reflect on their Experience with 
the Memorial Soccer Program
After four years of grueling workouts, long hours of homework after 
games, and tons of bumps and bruises along the way the Memorial 
Varsity Girls Soccer Seniors reflect on their experience. With a season 
record of 13-5-5, a conference record of 9-0-0, and one of the highest 
collective GPAs of any sport male or female, the senior players represent 
Memorial on and off the field.  They are undefeated in conference games 
over the last three years with a record of 27-0 which only reinforces the 
enthusiasm surrounding the team this year. With captains Hannah Rather, 
Katy Pilarzyk, Dana Robertson, McKenna Meuer, and Kelsey Beld 
leading the team their final season has turned out to be the best yet. With 
their last game regular season game on May 27 the team is poised for the 
state tournament. Their motto this year has been “Every day matters” and 
by their current record the seniors have been living by this motto since 
day one. After interviewing the senior players ( Hannah Rather(HR), 
Katy Pilarzyk (KP), Dana Robertson(DR), Kelsey Beld (KB), Shannon 
McClurg(SM), Molly Flahavan (MF), Lindsay Schultz (LS) and Ingrid 
Greene (IG)) much insight was gained into their experience with the 
Memorial Soccer program.

S&S: How did you first get interested in Soccer?
IG: At the start I absolutely did not want to play soccer. My parents would 
mention the possibility of me playing when I was around six and I wasn’t even 
willing to talk about it. I would simply pitch a fit and refuse to even touch a 
soccer ball. Then by the time I was eight my mom decided I needed to make 
some new friends. The truth was I really didn’t have many friends and I was the 
eight-year old social outcast with the funky clothes and boy hair cut. Anyway 
she signed me up for a magic soccer team and I fell in love with the sport. 

MF: As a kid I did almost everything my brother did. Soccer was one of the 
sports he really liked so I spent a lot of time watching his games. It seemed 
natural to start playing when I got old enough.

LS: I don’t really know how I got interested in soccer. I started playing in kin-
dergarten and it just kind of grew on me. I love the sport and have so much fun 
with in that I just have never been able to give it up.

KP: My mom signed me up in 1st grade despite me not wanting to go. Mother 
knows best I suppose.

S&S: What was your favorite game so far for high school soccer?
HR: Two years ago, beating Waunakee 1-0 to advance out of our sectional.

SM: My favorite game so far was beating DSHA 2 to 1 in over time this year.

S&S: What is your favorite moment/memory so far? 
MF: My favorite memory is the first spaghetti food fight at the Meuer’s my 
sophomore year. It has become a really fun tradition for everyone.

LS: My favorite memory so far was when we were playing in the st
ate tournament and the game went into penalty kicks. We were still tied after 
seven shooters and my name was called to take the shot. Katy had saved the 
shot before mine, so I had some pressure to make my shot. I went up to the 
penalty kick line, set the ball down and shot the ball into the right corner, I had 
made the shot and my teammates ran from the half line and tackled me.

DR: My favorite memory is going to state sophomore year because our team 
got so close over those couple days and had a really good time.

S&S: Were there any other sports you considered playing in high school?

LS: I used to play softball so I had to choose between soccer and softball and I 
am very happy with my decision. I have made a lot of lifetime friends from the 
game and I have so much fun with it. It was the right decision.

KB: I considered playing softball in high school because it is my best sport. 
I decided to play soccer instead because I love the game, the atmosphere and 
intensity that game soccer brings.
HR: I swam every year but quit when I got to high school so I could do soccer 
year round.

S&S: What are the advantages of playing with the same girls for so 
long?

KB: The advantage of playing so long together is that we have great chemistry 

together and we know what the others are going to do before they actually do it.

MF: I’ve been playing with or against many of the girls on our team since we 
were in grade school. Over time you get to know them really well as players 
and as people. They become like a second family.
SM: It’s nice because you really get to bond with them off the field and that 
makes it easier to connect on the field.

LS: Playing with the same girls for so long has its advantages. You learn know 
a lot about everyone else and you feel comfortable with them when you are on 
and off the field. On the field you know where they’re going to run and you 
have trust in one another to be there for you all the time. Off the field you know 
that you could go and talk to any of the girls because they know you them so 
well that if something is the matter someone always will come up to you and 
see if your okay or be there if you need to talk. We are a tight nit team and part 
of the reason is because we have played with each other for such a long time.

HR: You get to know each other very well and how the other people play; what 
their weaknesses and strengths are and where they’re going to play the ball.

S&S: Who is your biggest role model in sports or life?

MF: I always looked up to my brother. He taught me how to strike the ball 
when I was very little and I always wanted to do things as well as he did.

SM: Mary Erikson in soccer and in life.

IG: Katy Pilarzyk because she’s pretty good at both. She’s my real life super 
hero.

DR: My biggest role model would have to be my brother because were so close 
and he has had so much more experience than I have. He’s willing to take a 
chance on things and can always seem to make the best out of any situation.

 KP: My teammates are my biggest role models, whatever sport I’m playing, I 
feel that they push me and force me to be my best.

KB: My biggest role model is my mom because she is such a strong person.

S&S: What is your favorite tradition?

MF: My favorite tradition that the soccer program is skit night. It really brings 
all the players together. We get closer to each other in a place other than on the 
soccer field and on a totally different level.

SM: Skit night!

LS: My favorite tradition is skit night. It is so much fun to make fun of one an-
other, and it brings the team closer together because you’re able to laugh at one 
another and have a fun time without worrying about anything else.

IG: Definitely skit night!

KB: My favorite tradition is skit night, which is a night when we freely make 
fun of each other and imitate our teammates and coaches.

S&S: Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

LS: In ten years I hope to be out of college and be working in the field of health 
sciences.
IG: hopefully not living with parents. I don’t really know where I see myself in 
10 years hopefully I’m happy, healthy, and employed.
DR: It ten years I hope to be somewhere warm, with a good job, and a good 
guy.
HR: Living out in Colorado and pursuing my career, playing soccer and being 
active!

Editor’s note: There is supposed to be a great photo of the senior soccer girls from 
senior night game, but Connor’s pants were washed with the camera drive in the pock-
ets and we lost all the photos. There were also photos from the senior picnic, but those 

weren’t as important as the photos that would have gone on this page. So when you look 
at this page and think, “there should be a photo here somewhere,” you will understand 

how VERY much we appreciate Connor and all the photo work he has done for the 
paper these past years and hope that in the future, he will learn to empty his pockets 

before throwing them on the floor or the hamper or the wash.



A Great 
Four Years: 
An interview with Head 
Soccer Coach Ben Voss
S&S: How have your seniors 
evolved from their first days on 
varsity up until now?

BV: When the current seniors were 
freshmen they were noticed imme-
diately at tryouts by the coaching 
staff.  We ended up taking seven 
freshmen on varsity and many 
were thrown into the varsity start-
ing line-up for the first game.  We 
knew this was a talented group 
capable of great soccer success.  
Their play has improved over the 
years and many of the seniors have 
learned not only to play multiple 
positions, but play them well.  
When they were freshmen I did 
not know anything about them as a 
person.  I am so proud of who the 
eight seniors have become today.  
They respect the soccer program, 
their teammates, coaches, and 
school.  They have done very well 
academically.  The success they 
have in the classroom has carried 
over to the soccer field.  A lot of 
the seniors will be playing college 
soccer next fall.  They have not 
let this interfere with their goals 
for the Memorial Varsity Team 
this season.  They care more about 
the success of the team than any 
individual award.  I took over as 
Varsity coach their freshmen year 
and their class is the first class I 
got to see go through our program 
for four years.  I will miss the eight 
of them more than they know and 
want to thank them for leaving the 
program better off than when they 
came in as freshmen.

S&S: What are some advantages 
of coaching the same girls for mul-
tiple years?

BV: Having the chance to coach 
the same girls for multiple years 
is very rewarding.  High school 
soccer usually gives players the 
opportunity to play multiple posi-
tions.  This helps with players 
understanding of the game from a 
different viewpoint or position.  It 
also helps to coach the same play-
ers for multiple years because you 
get to give them instructions on 
what to improve upon at the end 
of one year and see if they end up 
making the adjustments to their 
game for the next season.  This 
year’s seniors have been playing 
a lot of varsity minutes over the 
years.  They have a strong bond 
and have really done a great job 
of creating a “family” atmosphere 
with our program.  The seniors are 
extremely competitive in every-
thing they do, which is why they 
do so well.  They rely on each 

other in times of need and push 
each other to give their best on a 
daily basis at practice and games.  
This is why the coaches love com-
ing to practice and games because 
this year’s senior class refuses to 
lose or settle for mediocrity.
  
S&S: What do you like about 
coaching girls in comparison to 
coaching boys?

BV: There isn’t one particular 
thing I like coaching with girls 
versus boys.  It is very special to 
have the opportunity to coach both 
girls and boys in the same sport at 
the same school.  The coaches have 
the same expectations in the girls 
program that we do in the boys.  
Work Hard, Learn, Compete, and 
Have Fun.  We emphasize Program 
First, Team Second, and Individual 
Third.  We stress the importance 
of senior leadership and creating 
a “team” atmosphere.  In order to 
do this, it starts with the seniors 
and what example they want to set 
and preserving the soccer tradi-
tion that has been here before they 
started playing.  It is fun to watch 
the seniors take charge and lead a 
team.  When you have a group of 
seniors that chooses to take care of 
the little things and pay attention 
to details, you end up having much 
more success.  

S&S:  What are your hopes for the 
future of the program?

BV: My hopes for the program 
never change.  I expect to compete 
at a high level.  I want to be around 
student-athletes that understand 
the concept of “team”.  I hope that 
the underclassmen will continue to 
work hard and improve their indi-
vidual skills that will in turn help 
our overall success as a team.  We 
want to have fun with the future 
players coming back.  We want 
keep the Memorial Girls Soccer 
Tradition going and it is fun to see 
who will step up and lead the team 
each year from here on out.  

Swim Men 

Austin Battaglia, Aaron Taylor, Ben Anderson, Michael Salerno, Ron 
Mann, David Paul, Alfredo Novoa

Anybody who has played a solid 
season of Ultimate in the past two 
years knows Dana Williams. She 
is sharp, both inside and outside 
the classroom, and energetic. Aside 
from playing Ultimate, Dana has 
made meaningful contributions to 
the Drama program at Memorial 
and has played in the Wind En-
semble for four years. She enjoys 
drawing and refereeing for youth 
soccer games in her free time.

S&S: What was your most memo-
rable experience/moment/club at 
Memorial?
DW: Working as the head of props 
for The Wizard of Oz was definite-
ly my most memorable experience 
at Memorial. It was my first chance 
to really take control of a project, 
and make decisions on how I want-
ed something to look and work, in 
a way that cannot be 
matched in other kinds of leader-
ship op
portunities. Also, I was able to 
contribute 
to a complex and fantastic pro-
duction. The time commitment 
involved sets this time of my 
high school career apart because 
I would spend hours every night 
watching rehearsals, deciding 
what was needed, and then going 
out and finding or making just the 
right prop. Every minute I spent, 
through challenges and setbacks, 
was worth it, however, as I helped 
run each performance and saw the 
finished product.

S&S: What college did you choose 
and what were the primary factors 
in choosing it?
DW: I will be attending Wellesley 
College in Wellesley, MA right 
outside of Boston. My grandmoth-
er attended Wellesley 60 years ago, 
which is how I know about it, and 
though I never intended to, I decid-
ed to apply last minute. Wellesley’s 
campus looks more like a country-
side than a campus, which is what 
initially drew me towards it. It has 
also been voted as the campus that 
most resembles Hogwarts, which 
may give a visual. Beyond appear-

ance, however, Wellesley is the 4th 
ranked liberal arts school in the 
nation and is part of a consortium 
with MIT and Brandeis, meaning 
I can take classes at either of those 
schools. Wellesley is all female, 
but the campus does not feel unbal-
anced in any way, and the oppor-
tunity to learn and participate in 
extracurricular activities with male 
students from other schools ne-
gated any hesitation the all-female 
environment caused. The stellar 
academics, small student body, and 
beautiful campus told me that it 
was the right choice.

S&S: What do you believe are 
advantages of a women’s college 
over a co-ed college?
DW: I believe a female school 
contributes a sense of comfort to 
not only dorm life, but the class-
room as well. Though the girls of 
Wellesley, as with any academi-
cally rigorous school, are confident 
and intelligent, there is no need 
to fill any sort of stereotype with 
no men present, allowing uncon-
voluted  ideas to be shared. The 
all-women’s aspect was not a huge 
factor in my decision, however, as 
I didn’t see co-education as being 
particularly inferior or superior.

S&S: Is there anything you wish 
you had done at Memorial but 
didn’t?
DW: There are not many things 
I truly wish I had done while at 
Memorial that I did not, but as Ul-
timate Frisbee has become such a 
huge part of my life these past two 
years, I wish I had known about it 
earlier. It is an amazing sport that 
I really love playing and I regret 
not joining as a freshman. The op-
portunity to travel to states as far 
away as Pennsylvania, with a huge 
bus full of the super fun, competi-
tive, and friendly people that play 
Ultimate is by far something I wish 
I had been part of earlier.

S&S: Any advice for rising se-
niors?
DW: Aside from advising incom-
ing seniors to really try to avoid 
“senioritis,” which is obvious 
advice, I would tell them to apply 
to college early. Not only is writing 
essays and ordering transcripts not 
a fun winter break activity, but the 
stress of waiting for decisions and 
making a last minute choice was 
not worth the time I “saved” first 
semester by not applying.

Seniors of Note...
Dana Williams



 
After being 
involved 
in multiple 
school ac-
tivities for 
a number of 
years, many 
students say 
they have 

found a home here at JMM, but not 
many appear to have found a more 
perfect home than Anthony Novich 
Leonard. He strolled on in junior 
year, was cast as a lead in the first 
show he auditioned for, “The Wiz-
ard of Oz”, and has participated in 
every show after that. He has found 
his place in the drama, debate, and 
forensics program; though never 
participating in debate, Anthony 
has had a successful career in both 
forensics and drama. Coming out 
of forensics junior year, he craved 
more competition and was deter-
mined to make it big his senior 
year. He did just that. At the state 
forensics meet in Ripon, Wis-
consin, Eric Larson and Anthony 
Leonard won first place in the 
category of play acting with their 
piece “The Big Bang”.

When asked these various ques-
tions about his time in DDAF, 
Anthony responded:

S&S: What was the most surpris-
ing thing that happened during a 
show?
AL:When I was dancing the jit-
terbug during The Wizard of Oz, 
there was a battery pack on my 
chest, I hit it with my hand and it 
sent a shock throughout my whole 
body. I freaked out, but I had to 
focus on the dancing.

S&S: Who was your favorite char-
acter to play? 
AL:I don’t know, all of them were 
fun

S&S:At one point you had to be 
covered with cottage cheese in The 
Nerd how did you and the crew 
members handle that?
AL:Ugh, I hate cottage cheese. 
After every show we wiped off 
the suit with paper towels and 
stored it in the refrigerator so that 
it wouldn’t stink, it still smelled 
though.

S&S:How did you get so good at 
using the puppet in Fuddy Meers?
AL: Haha, the puppet was fun. I 
took it home and practiced with it... 
all the time. I had to think about 
doing both things at once: acting 
and moving the puppet. To get 
used to the motions I put on some 
music and would make it dance. I 
practiced it’s different expressions 
with the mirror and based the voice 
off the plant from The Little Shop 
of Horrors.

S&S: What was your 
favorite word, definition, 
and sentence from The 

25th Annual Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee?
AL: I liked: callipygian, beautiful 
buttocks, Rona Lisa Peretti, and 
buffalo, the city of Buffalo, New 
York, an animal, or to bully or 
intimidate. Buffalo buffalo Buf-
falo buffalo buffalo buffalo Buffalo 
buffalo.

S&S: What was your favorite as-
pect of your play acting with Eric?
AL:It was fun doing all the block-
ing and choreography to it.

S&S: Was it easy to feel accepted 
and like you were part of some-
thing right away?
AL:Yeah, everyone there was re-
ally open and welcoming. I didn’t 
feel like I was new at all.

S&S: What do you think about Mr. 
Hardin, and what he does with his 
group of students?
AL: He’s a wonderful director and 
coach, and, despite the rumors 
of him being scary, he has a very 
good relationship with the students 
in his program.

Anthony, despite having only been 
in the program for two years, has 
made a mark on the school and 
all the people involved with the 
program. He’s proof of how DDAF 
and all of JMM’s clubs make it 
easy for a person to enter and feel 
accepted. It feels like he’s been 
here for more than just the two 
short years, and we’re all going 
to miss him as he goes on to new 
endeavors.    

-Johanna Novich Leonard

Anthony Novich Leonard The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee

Congratulations to DDAF seniors 
Kelsey Yudice, Anthony Leonard, 
and Tyler Hohlstein!

Photos by Joe Rowley

Blondell and Salerno made the lat-
est Art Metal & Glass t-shirts. You 
get one for yourself for only $10. 
See Mrs. Ford in the metals room.
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Laurie Smith 
I have worked as a 
school psychologist 
in the MMSD for 33 
years. During those 
years, I have been 
at Emerson, Lake 

View, Gompers, Shabazz City High 
School, Whitehorse Middle, Haw-
thorne, Lindbergh, and the Early 
Childhood program. For the last 10 
years, I have been very fortunate to 
be one of the two school psycholo-
gists at JMM. Memorial is a great 
school that certainly deserves its 
excellent reputation. 

To the Seniors – Congratulations 
on your academic success! I wish 
you the very best as you venture 
out into the world to pursue your 
educational and career goals. I 
hope that you will fondly remem-
ber the friends, teachers, support 
staff, and administrators that were 
there for you during your high 
school career. It is my hope that 
you will all encounter much happi-
ness and success throughout your 
lives.  

To the rest of the Student Body – I 
wish you the best of luck as you 
continue your education at JMM. 
I hope that you will work hard in 
order to take advantage of all that 
you can gain from the excellent 
teachers and courses at this school. 
Your education at JMM will benefit 
all of you for the remainder of your 
lives.

To the Staff, Parents, and Admin-
istrators – Thank you so much for 
your support, encouragement, and 
hard work throughout the years. It 
has been a pleasure to team with 
you during my time at Memorial. 
Your professionalism, caring, and 
dedication to the students have 
always been exceptional. JMM is 
truly a unique community!

--Laurie Smith, 
School Psychologist for the Fox 

and Rock Neighborhoods

John Evenson
27 years in the 
MMSD:
1 year at West High, 
then 7 years at 
O’Keeffe Middle, 
5 years at Thoreau 
Elementary, and 14 
years at JMM
The best thing about working at 
JMM  has been working with the 
most professional, most caring, and 
most fun staff in the entire MMSD, 
and then seeing how that nurtured 
the growth/achievement of thou-
sands of young Madisonians!
The saddest memory at JMM has 
been Governor Walker’s unwar-
ranted attack upon the public 
school teachers and their right to 
bargain collectively.
My hopes for each JMM grad are 
that each will find happiness in his/
her personal and family life; that 
each will grow as a person; that 
each will discover a rewarding 
career;  and that each will find his/
her own special way to contribute 
to their community.
Parting words:  I’d like to extend 
my heartfelt thanks to the JMM 
staff members and families for their 
support and encouragement over 
the years. It’s truly been an honor 
to have been part of this team.  
Best wishes to you all.

-John Evenson, Counselor

Congratulations to Our Retiring Teachers
Jeannie Bettesworth

Anne Colville
John Evenson

Guy Fields
Elizabeth Hoadley

Tom Jones
Barry Kolbe

Signe Peterson
Jim Sainsbury
Laurie Smith

Cheryl Spencer
Paul Ulrich

Jeannie Bettesworth 
THOUGHTS ON RETIREMENT:
 It’s Spring! The tulips and 
dandelions are in bloom, PE classes are 
on the track, and I am packing boxes as 

I prepare to leave the place I have called “home” 
for the last 26 years. I can’t believe so much time 
has passed already since I came to Memorial!! 
Reflecting back, I remember teaching children how 
to ride two wheelers and “pump iron”, spaghetti 
on the board (Porkies), huddling together with 
teenagers under a tarp in New York State to cook pancakes in the pouring 
rain (Summer Institute), being picked up in a London bar when I was 43 
by a 22 year old (Europe trip), and spending hours and hours in “gym” 
encouraging my special students to do their best.
It’s been fun, challenging, and frustrating, contributing much to my 
personal growth. In fact, I thought I might have missed something 
when I was in high school, so, in preparation for my retirement five 
years ago I decided to go “BACK” to high school. My freshman year 
(2006), I joined yearbook (thank you Mr. Thomas, I learned more about 
“People” than I ever would have imagined); sophomore year (2007), 
I joined three sports (volleyball, basketball, track- thanks Mr. Ritchie, 
I learned a whole new vocabulary); junior year (2008), I joined stage 
crew (sorry Mr. Hardin, I already knew how to use power tools, but I 
will always remember the “circling on stage” of your special family) 
and went to the junior prom; and my senior year (2010), I took senior 
pictures, did community service by adding compost and mulch to the 
Memorial gardens (about 200 yards over the last 10 years), continued 
all my extracurricular activities, and went to the senior picnic. In 2010, 
I WANTED to graduate, but still had house payments (adult moment) 
so I decided to do a fifth year. It’s now time, and I 
graduate by IEP (imagine exploring places) in June.
MESSAGE TO SENIORS:
Enjoy being active and a kid at heart. It might be 
reading a book to learn something new, working in 
the garden to make a lifeless spot more beautiful, 
riding a bicycle through the countryside, dancing 
to some great music, engaging in some lively 
discussion, and traveling to visit places you haven’t 
seen.

--Jeannie Bettesworth
Elizabeth 
Hoadley
I joined MMSD 
in November 
1988, in the ESL 
department of 
West High.  I 

subsequently taught at Georgia 
O’Keefe and Blackhawk before 
coming to Memorial in 1996.  
When I came, the ESL department 
consisted of myself and Mary 
Church, the first ESL teacher 
Memorial ever had.  Over the years 
the department grew at the average 
rate of one more teacher every 
year, and several bilingual staff.  
The early years were somewhat 
of a wild ride, coping with ever-
increasing student and staff 
numbers, need for more rooms, 
need for always more cooperation 
with mainstream teachers and 
most of all, need for extra care 
for ESL students.  We weathered 
a steady progression of differing 
and demanding mandatory tests 
and exams, the changing student 
body that called for more bilingual 
teachers, and to our great delight, 
we watched a whole succession of 
ESL students graduate.
-Elizabeth Hoadley, ESL Teacher

Signe Peterson 
I have taught a total of 16 years at JMM as a 
teacher of English (mostly 9&10) and Drama II.
 
After college I taught in Oconomowoc, WI and 
then at JMM for a few years before moving to 
South Florida.  While in the Ft. Lauderdale area I 
taught at three different high schools and also sold 
real estate for a few years.
 

I've enjoyed teaching the most during my years at Memorial, and I will 
really miss the students, faculty, and administrators.  (I intend to substi-
tute teach next year and hope to see some of you around!)
 
"Here's looking at you, kids!"

 --Ms. Peterson, English Teacher
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Paul Ulrich
21 years at Memorial HS.  Before that, 
7 years in Pardeeville and 8 years in 
Auburndale.  36 years total.

  Although all the years of teach-
ing have been rewarding, none more 
so than that at Memorial.  The band 
program has grown from 24 students in 
my first year in 1990, to more than 200 
hundred presently.  The performance 
quality of the band program is superior 
to many schools in the state. 
  Two memories will stick in my 
mind (even as the mind goes):
Being selected to perform at the 
WMEC state music teacher’s conven-
tion in 2004, and this year, having to 

learn a very difficult piece of music (Incantation and Dance) in six days 
for contest.  The students never failed to impress me with their dedication 
and musicianship.  I hope every grad can find a career that is as reward-
ing and fulfilling. 
  It has been an honor being part of the staff of Memorial High 
School.  My thanks to you all for your support, encouragement and a 
very special sense of humor that helped me through the tough days.  Best 
wishes in the future.  

-Paul Ulrich, Director of Bands

Retiring Teachers, continued Cheryl Spencer
41 Years; AP English 12 & 
English 12.
My many years here 
have afforded me the 
opportunity to observe 
Memorial’s long tradition 
of graduating seniors 
who have become very 
successful I life, and 
this year’s class will be no exception despite 
any apprehension behind the smug smiles. High 
school activity can range from profound to silly, 
but if our modest efforts seem inconsequential 
to some, we can also see them as the seeds of 
promise for the grand enterprises of the future. 
We had Shakespeare performances and we had 
Shakespeare jokes, we had Kafka and we had 
Kendama, we made our voices heard at the 
Capitol, and we heard about Sami’s cult meetings. 
We won championships and we won scholarships, 
we applauded Brian’s leg recovery and his 
basketball heroism, and we had praise for Lucas’ 
poetry reading. For service we folded cranes for 
Priya and bought friendship bracelets from Stefan, 
and we watched Sonam’s energy explode into red 
hair and Chloe’s speed hold forth in lightning-fast 
SS and P. We enjoyed the art of iRon Mann and his 
brother, both seniors, and we will certainly miss 
them and everybody else for many years to come.
 But as graduation approaches and secretly 
you realize that you know Krispy Kremes better 
than you know math, and you know that you’re 
certainly done even if you’re not finished, you 
will not be the first to feel the apprehension.  We 
recall that Bill Cronon hand-cranked Memorial’s 
first alternative newspaper, The Conglomerate, 
on a mimeograph machine, and now he has 
a book of his, Nature’s Metropolis as a UW 
professor; we remember Jim Birkemeier who built 
Memorial’s first working stage balcony but not in 
the appropriate time period. He now has his own 
sustainable forest business. We remember Bruce Fortney’s censored art 
and his recovery to be a successful artist; and we recall the blind Grace 
King who now teachs computers to children in Australia. We worried 
about Memorial’s first notable draft resister, Matt Bunn, who survived to 
become a Harvard professor who tracked abandoned nuclear facilities in 
Russia. So take hear, seniors, and put aside apprehension. Follow your 
passion, work hard, and become wonderfully successful like the many 
that came before you in the Memorial tradition.

-Cheryl Spencer, English Teacher

(from the top)
Barry Kolbe

Jim Sainsbury
Guy Fields 

Anne Colville

Photos of Mr. Ulrich’s last band concert 
from Joe Rowley.

 Since I’m only a junior, 
I’m allowed to have a vague 
prediction for the future: a college 
with unspecified school colors, a 
strange roommate with a multitude 
of undisclosed annoying habits, and 
a hazy impression of a major that 
will shape my career. As another 
summer arrives, I’m a little thankful 
that I still have another year to 
figure out what to do with my life. 
In high school, we’re told that we’re 
supposed to know by now, or we’ll 
spend life as aimless vagabonds 
who drift through life uneducated, 
alone, and busy flipping burgers. 
We’ll stand in a greasy kitchen, 
listening to the sizzling oil, and 

wistfully sigh, “If only I had known 
my major before I started college. 
Then I wouldn’t have been one of 
the 35% of college freshmen who 
drop out during their first year.”
  Whenever I discuss 
this with adults who have gone 
through the process of college, they 
gape at me and say, “No! I had no 
idea about a career until well into 
college!” Some were still undecided 
when they graduated. Also, with 
all our dazzling technological 
advances, we’re sure to create 
new careers that don’t even exist 
yet. 
 I have to admit I’m biased. I 
protest the strategy of intimidating 

students into planning their futures 
early because I’m exceptionally 
clueless about mine. If I believe this 
uncertainty will lead me to drop out 
of college and live in a cardboard 
box, I’ll have an awfully stressful 
senior year. 

I propose a compromise. 
I’ll be committed to my education, 
diligently completing my homework 
and becoming an upstanding 
citizen, and well-meaning people 
can keep their statistics and 
recommendations to themselves. I 
promise that everyone who’s not yet 

positive which college major will 
lead to a mentally and financially 
suitable career will be fine. Even if 
you don’t make the choices you’re 
expected or supposed to make, your 
life will turn out well, because no 
matter what advice your parents, 
teachers, and friends offer and/or 
force upon you, you have the power 
to make the decisions that will 
shape your own future. 
Best wishes to seniors, and juniors, 
appreciate your freedom to waffle 
for one more year.

New Student Life Columnist, Julia Kroll
A Word of Advice

Tom Jones
Today is another great day. My wish is that 
everyone can see how great it is to embrace the 
success of all the people that work to do their best, 
work for the best and continue to look for the best 
in everything. When trouble happens accept it as 
the challenge to be so strong that it cannot destroy 
ones peace of mind. Understand that strength is 
a body that is conditioned daily, a mind that is 
broadened, cultivated and progressive with a spirit 
that is dauntless. Remember, greatness begins with 
optimism, continues with a mile and never ends. 



Art Department 
Significant Senior 

Award Winners 
Tatiana Brown 

Connor Bruesewitz
Jessica Casper
Rebekah Dadds 
Carlos Gacharna

Sarah Grochowski 
Emily Houston 
Kevin Lempp

Maxwell Nicholson
Lindsay Quella
Candace Shipp
Phin Ter Thao
Ellyn Von Bank 
Leanna Wilcox

Ian Wright 
Jessica Zednicek
Ali Ziegelhoffer 

Alison Ziegelhoffer

 For me, art is a way of relaxing and 
releasing troubling thoughts from my head. 
For the most part, I just see art as a way of 
having fun and challenging my mind by 
coming up with new techniques and solutions 
to problems. 
 The art department has really helped 
me bring art into focus. When I have the 
time, materials and atmosphere that art 
classes supply, I have learned that I am 
capable of things that I may have never been 
able to do on my own.

Sarah Grochowski

Candace Ship; metals artist 
extraordinare

Candace Ship; ring

Candace Ship; pendant

Jesssica Casper; significant 
senior artist 2011

Jesssica Casper

Jesssica Casper

Carlos Gacharna 
Ever since I can remember, I’ve had this inner 
drive to work with my hands. Whether it’s 
chopping wood or taking notes, the only time 
my mind fully engages is when I’m physically 
moving around. As a result, even as a little kid 
I would spend hours and hours playing with 
my little tubes of colored never-dry clay, creat-
ing all sorts of odd creatures that suited my 
whims. Big rainbow birds, dolphins with tux-
edos, vegetarian polar bears, the works. Once 
I hit high school, I finally had the opportunity 
to refine my skills in a structured environ-
ment, and I guess it just let my mind run free. I 
tried working with glass and metal at first, but 
it didn’t really reflect the vision in my mind 
quite like I wanted it to. When I gave ceramics 

a go though, everything clicked. Within weeks I was coming in every day 
during my free time, and over the past two years, ceramics has expanded 
to an inseparable part of my daily life. Sculpting, throwing, clay making, 
a variety of different firing methods, even art sale operation—I’ve tried a 
little bit of everything in my time here, and I’ve learned a lot. Hopefully 
it shows in my work.

Significant Senior Artists
Ellyn Von Bank 
During my four years here I’ve 
tried to be in as many art classes 
as possible.  I’m kind of sad I’ll 
be leaving Memorial without 
trying them all.  This past year 
I’ve started doing ceramics.  I love 
it!  It’s a class I wish I would have 
started freshman year so I could 
have spent more time learning how 
to work with clay.  I recommend 
that everyone signs up for this 
class.
Being part of the Memorial Art 
Department has brought me many 
new friends and a calmer way of 
thinking.  It’s also helped me figure 
out that I really want to go into 
a job where I can be creative.  I 
plan to continue taking art classes, 
mostly ceramics, through the 
summer and in college.

Ian Wright
“I got into Ceramics in tenth grade 
due to an odd situation.  I dropped 
a class and had a free hour, so 
my IEP teacher Sara Lawrence 
suggested that I take an art class 
because it would break-up my day.  
During that first class, my interest 
in ceramics grew and I began to 
make a great connection with clay.  
I would say though, if it were not 
for Mr. Herman I would not have 
grown as a person and as an artist.  
In my three years of being a ceram-
ics student I haven’t encountered 
teachers as dedicated to their ideas 
and personal values as him.  I took 
his summer course at Bethel Hori-
zons Art Ventures.  During my first 
semester as a senior I spent one 
hour a day in the studio, and my 
second semester I spent three hours 
a day.  I have been able to learn so 
much over the course of a year.  I 

am honored to do what I love and enjoy everyday.  Plus, have an abun-
dance of work to share with everyone.”

Emily Houston 
I’ve loved art for as long 
as I can remember. For me art is not only a 
wonderful means of expressing myself, it’s 
also very calming, not to mention a lot of 
fun. I’ve taken art classes in almost all the 
area’s Memorial has to offer. I really enjoy all 
different medias- painting, ceramics, metals, 
photo- they’re each really different and really 
fun. All the schools art classes are awesome - 
I would highly recommend them!
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Phin Ter Thao
Lindsay Quella
 I truly began to explore 
art once I reached high school. 
That is where an innocent in-
terest in photography turned 
into a passion and ultimately 
a pursuit. Finding myself first 
in the darkroom while later 
diving deeper into the digital 
world, photography turned into 
cinematography. I now hope to 
capture full moments rather than 
just freeze them. Editing is my 
favorite aspect, where my keen 
sense of detail and my necessity 
for organization can either be 
my demise or the key to success. 
In the coming years, I hope to 
continue exploring the field of 
digital media through film and 
television, never forgetting my 
roots in photography.

Kevin Schmidt

Connor Bruesewitz

Leanna Wilcox
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More Significant 
Senior Artists

Sami Jarjour 
During my elementary school years, I always 
looked forward to the yearly ceramics project 
(which was always too short). A few years later, 
I was thrilled to find I could sign up for ceram-
ics as a class and play with clay every day. I 
have since enjoyed several semesters of art 
making under the guidance of Mr. Herman, both 
as a student and TA. The wonderful thing about 
ceramics is the wide variety of creative oppor-
tunities, from sculptural pieces, to wheel thrown 
forms.     

Other Significant Senior Artists

Ron Mann
I have been involved in JMM’s 
art program since my freshman 
year. All of the art classes have 
hit home for me whether it was 
Art & Metals with TPF or Digi-
tal Imagery with Mr. Herman. 
However the class I have en-
joyed the most out of all of them 
has been Ceramics. I started my 
senior year in Ceramics 1 (CS1) 
with plans to take CS2 second 
semester. Towards the end of the 
semester I had fallen so madly 
in love with making clay sculp-
ture and thrown forms that I 
asked Mr. Herman if it would be 
possible for me to take CS2 and 
CS3 at the same time second 
semester. Luckily he accepted 

my request and I am now happily producing work for two hours every school day. 
Although I am fond of sculpting, I have found that my strong suit is throwing 
and I love it. Most of my forms on the wheel implement an industrialized theme. 
Being able to stay in one class and work with clay for two hours every day has 
helped me to build a strong skill set that I hope to expound upon. In the future I 
hope I will be able to continue with my interest in clay. I would also like to thank 
my teacher Mr. Herman for always thinking of his students and doing everything 
he can to help each of us grow as ceramicists and people.

Alex Kupelian 
(pictured with Paul Sutherland)
 I do art because I have a lot of conflicting feelings, and 
I hope that doing art will help me see the truth. I wish I could 
just accept what life throws at me and move on, be happy. But 
every day is a process of tearing apart and analyzing all the 
information that the new day brings, and wondering how to 
use it in future art. When I am presented with something new, 
whether it be an abandoned shoe sitting on the sidewalk, an 
oddly shaped structure in the 
middle of the park, or if I happen 
upon another‘s artwork, I wanna 
know its source, its creator, and 
the bare bones of its purpose. I 
wanna know how it applies to 
my life.  The creation of art is 
like the light at the end of the 
tunnel for me. Sure, I could live 
in the dark, and face the inner 
conflict of never advancing 
toward my vision of some day 
seeing truth. Or, I can create, and 
be just one step closer to a self-
actualized reality. 

Max Nicholson



Leslie Siggelkow 
Art has always been a big part of 
my life.  Art is a stress reliever, a 
way to express my creativity and 
feelings.  I also love the challenges 
each art form presents.  I love 
art because you can never know 
everything there is to know about 
it.  Every form, every project is 
different and will challenge you 
constantly.

Krista Vinje
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Sam Maier
Art is my way of expressing myself in 
a new light, a way for me to show my 
teachers and peers what I love to do, 
and most of all art is my way of being 
able to just be me. I make art because 
it relaxes me and it is something to do 
that allows my mind to wander while 
working. I make art because it allows 
me to drop everything else going on in 
my life and just focus on the moment 
and the piece I am working on. Ceram-
ics is such a beneficial class for not 
only me but anybody! It is in such a re-
laxing surrounding that you can’t help 
but smile when you’re in the Ceramics 
room. You have Mr. Herman telling 
his stories, you have friends all around 
you, and the best part is that you have 
absolutely no stress put on you. Every-
thing you do in this class is set at your own pace. Ceramics is an interest-
ing way to learn new things, because you aren’t sitting in class listening 
to a teacher talk- you are working hands-on with the clay and making 
things you never knew you could! I regret waiting until my senior year 
to take Ceramics; it has taught me so many things and has given me so 
many new opportunities. Starting out in Ceramics, I got very frustrated 
with my work when it didn’t turn out how I wanted it to. When I look at 
my very first pieces now, I smile because I realize that I have improved 
so much over this year, and that those pieces are meant to be kept to 
show my progress. All it takes is some patience to get your pieces right, 
even though most of the time they don’t even turn out how you expect 
them to! But that’s the fun of it! Every time the kiln is unloaded it’s like 
a little surprise waiting for you on the inside. Above all, I would like to 
thank Mr. Herman so much for giving me one of the best experiences of 
my high school career and for pushing me to go above and beyond with 
my work.

Annay Thao

Party Time

Senior Party pics by Connor Brue-
sewitz. (from top to bottom, left 
to right) Lauren Revello, Coley 
Heiliger, Diana Liu; Sarah Webb, 
Coley Heiliger, Carly Dawson; Jor-
dan Carlson, Coley Heiliger, Thuy 
Dan Tran, Megan Radke, Lauren 
Revello; Coley Heiliger and Con-
nor Bruesewitz, games played...

The Sword & Shield thanks 
Maya Dorje and Nancy Gu 
for a successful year. You 
two have taken good care of 
the paper!

Katie Snell 
For me, ceramics isn’t just a 
class. It’s a break from the rest 
of the day where you can just 
relax and hang out with friends 
and make something interesting 
that you can keep forever. It’s 
important to take art classes in 
high school simply because it’s 
good to have something to do 
that’s relaxing and fun during the 
school day. The mask assignment 
was my favorite part of Ceramics 
II because it was a long process, 
and when I finished, I felt like I 
had really accomplished some-
thing and I couldn’t wait to take 
it home.Joe Meland & 

Lydia Sewell

Katie Snell

Other Significant Se-
nior Artists, continued



Make sure to check out 
Lindsay Quella & 
Jessica Zednicek’s 

Senior Video project

13

Horoscopes

Scorpio (Oct 23 - Nov 21)  Your love of high school spurs you on 
to becoming a high school English teacher. After getting your degree you 
return to Memorial and teach alongside one of the teachers who taught 
you in high school.

Sagittarius (Nov 22 - Dec 21)  Your love of animals takes you 
around the world where you eventually become the head zookeeper at the 
Sydney Zoo in Australia. After an unfortunate incident with a polar bear 
you can no longer count to ten using your fingers.

Capricorn (Dec 22 - Jan 19)  You’re awesome at life and that 
translates into your future. You always have tons of friends and you will 
graduate from your university in the top five percent of your class. You 
go on to marry a famous actor and travel the world and help bring clean 
drinking water to the children of Africa.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 18)  Due to your love of Lady Gaga you 
make a career out of being a Lady Gaga impersonator. Despite the ridicu-
lous nature of your job you will lead a fairly normal life with two Austra-
lian Shepherds and a three kids.

Pisces (Feb 19 - Mar 20)  In accordance with your horiscope you 
become the most prominent OBGYN in the United States, delivering 
celebrity babies. Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt will name their 19th child 
after you.

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19) In fifteen years you will have graduated 
from college and gone on to be extremely successful in your field. De-
spite your career success your love life will suffer. Once you learn that 
your career isn’t everything, you will find the man of your dreams.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Despite your good looks and popularity in high school you will find col-
lege immensely difficult and take a break after one year. This break will 
extend to your whole life.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)  Through a string of weird coincidences 
you will find yourslef in a completely different line of work than your 
major. While you are happy with your work you will always wonder 
what would have happened if you had not go to that interview on a whim.

Cancer (June 21 - Jul 22)  Despite your love of warm weather you 
find yourself movind to northern Minnesota to follow your siginificant 
other. After three years of waiting around for them to propose you give 
them an ultimatum which ends in a wedding. You divorce after four years 
of unhappy marriage.

Leo (July 23 - Aug 22)  Despite what your parents told you about 
going into photography as a career, you have done well for yourself. You 
will work for a successful company doing PR and ads for high fashion 
designers. You will have two dogs and live in a loft in Manhattan.

June Grad 

Virgo (Aug 23 - Sept 22)  Your outstanding math skills have taken 
you far. With a grant from your university you solved some super com-
plicated math problem people have been wondering about for years. You 
almost get the Nobel Prize, but somebody figured out how to cure HIV so 
you’re SOL.

Disclaimer: These horoscopes are strictly for fun. They have no importance in real life. Horoscopes in 
general are written for the gullible of the world. Due to the shifting of the vernal equinox, whatever you 
think your sun sign is,  it’s wrong.  If you don’t like your horoscope pick one you like and go with it. 

Libra (Sept 23 - Oct 22)  You were never really good at anything in 
high school but while doing comminity service for flashing a congress-
woman you discover that your talent lies in reaching out to the troubled 
youth of the world. This talent lands you a job at the Brothers and Sisters 
Club where you counsel troubled teenagers.



I, HB, will my great math skills to 
YM.

I, RH, will my good looks and 
great personality to the incoming 
freshmen.

I, JZH, will KPK to keep up the 
good work and not to make me 
shriek!

I, YL, will Cat Creek Backyard a 
second Spartan Cup title.

I, EL, will my conservative 
necklines to GW.

I, JR, will Annie Shao the ability 
to not be lazy until the very end 
of school at which point she will 
receive the ability to be super 
efficient and accomplish all of her 
work during school. 

I, IG, will my pet fish, “Fish” to 
Gretchen.

I, GG, will my senioritis to future 
seniors.

I, RM, will to my 3 brothers my 
baby, Corrine. 

I, LK, will mad dance moves to 
Kenzie.

I, IW, will my ultimate powers in 
the ceramics room to next gen of 
potters. 

I, GZ, will Mr. Vaughn’s gaming 
club to TR.

I, LS, wills her screetchy laugh to 
RB.

I, JZ, leave behind the duty of 
creating an AWESOME senior 
tribute video to Chris & Ben. 

I, NG, will my awesome dance 
moves to Kenji Shoemaker. 

I, HMK, will my senior slack skills 
to Max Butler.

I, JR, leave behind my tech 
responsibilities to Charles Xu.

I, LW & BJ, my lunch time photo 
pow-wows with Frontier to up-
coming senior photo powerhouses.

BM & JC leave behind being the 
first fans at every single basketball 
game to Spartans who deserving.

I, MR, will some opinionated 
students to Marco for the op ed 
section.

I, KL, leave behind poms captain 
to Julia & Lily.

I, SG, leave behind my beloved 
mirror spot in the girls dressing 
room to KR.

I, CJ, will to my brother my 
swagger and my chick magnetism.

I, JM, will my accordion playing to 
the JMM poms team.

I, PR, leave behind my positive 
attitude to all the Debbie downers.
I, CH, leave behind the glory of 
victory and the bright lights that 
shine upon the field of battle.

I, CC, will my work ethic to all 
the underclassmen who don’t like 
work.
I, MD, leave behind the blood of 
the sheep to the innocent. 

I, MR, will libertarianism and all 
its virtues to Abhi. 

Senior Wills

Seniors... remember when?!?

(photos far above) Homecom-
ing announcers, Kenji & Lily & 
Candace & Oliver & Taylor mess-
ing around in the metals studio, 
(above) Natalie, Ben,&  Tyler at 
Film Fest, (left) Eddie Pocalypse 
Ukodancer14

Top left to bottom right: Anna 
OJ  & Selma Alley, Grace Jones 
& Laura Kalscheur & Dana Rob-
ertson & Sierra Garcia, Ben Mau, 
Thuy Dan Tran at car smashing, 
Connor Bruesewitz, Taylor-Finley-
Beecher Swim Captians, Casey & 
Lindsey showing off Metals t’s, 
Senior Officers w/ Tyler Holstein 
during Leadership Conference, 
Halloween w/ Audrianna Awes 
& Sierra Garcia & Kelsey Beld 
& Laura Kalscheur, Pat at discus, 
Homecoming court (below), Max 
Wittig gathers his strength from his 
Art Metals & Glass t-shirt,  >>


