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HELLO SPARTANS,

I am Rahima Osman, one of the sports editor
in Sword & Shield. As sports editors, we do
prep profiles and keep you up to date with
Spartan athletics.

Winter is almost here. With it, lots of fun activities
like the winter sports season. Make sure to get out there
and support your fellow spartans!
Freshmen, make sure to find new clubs and attend
games because it is never too late! If you love writing,
don’t forget to join Sword & Shield and follow us on Facebook (Sword & Shield) to know when we are meeting.
Also, quarter grades are out! By this point, you should
have a feel of each of your classes and know what the
RAHIMA OSMAN
teacher expects from you. Don’t worry if quarter one
Sports Editor
didn’t go as planned, but be sure to work hard and get
flying grades in quarter two. If you need assistance with
your classes, stop by the tutoring center and ask for help, or you could talk to
your teacher during flex support.

Good luck!
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STUDENT LIFE

WMEA
PERFORMANCE

By Beth Strickland
The Wisconsin Music Educators
Association (WMEA) honored the
James Madison Memorial High
School Bands Wind Ensemble by
selecting them as one of two bands
out of 2000 across the state to
perform at the WMEA Conference,
held Wednesday, October 25th
– Thursday, October 28th at the
Monona Terrace. The Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Mr.
Ben Jaeger, performed flawlessly
Thursday, October 26th, despite
the early concert time (8:35 a.m.).
They played the three pieces they
had performed at their October
24th concert at Memorial, which
were Richard Wagner’s “Lohengrin,” Hadyn Wood’s gorgeous
“Mannin Veen,” and the complex
“Sinfonia India,” by Carlos Chavez.
University of Wisconsin trombone
professor Mark Hetzler joined them
as a soloist when the ensemble performed Professor Hetzler’s composition titled “Falling,” a remarkable
4

contemporary piece in which the
soloist places an electronic silencer
into the bell of his instrument and
wires it to guitar effects pedals and
then runs the output to the speakers. The result is an amazing tapestry of haunting melodic electronic
sounds as the soloist plays his trombone. Laurie Fellenz, MMSD Fine
Arts Coordinator, was so moved by
the Wind Ensemble’s perfect performance that, as she spoke at the
podium afterward, she gestured to
the band and said tearfully that this
was the reason she did her job. She
presented a beaming Mr. Jaeger and
the Wind Ensemble with a certificate honoring their performance at
the conference.
Six Memorial Wind Ensemble
students performed with the Wisconsin State Honors Band and Orchestra at the Overture Center that
same afternoon at 4:30, including
senior Amit Rajesh, who performed
several stunning clarinet solos.
www.jmmswordandshield.com

Other Memorial Wind Ensemble
performers in the State Honors
Band Orchestra were Brian Liebau
(flute), Brian Nelson (trombone),
Emil Pellett (flute), Akshay Iyer
(B-flat clarinet), and Nick Milicic
(euphonium).
Mr. Jaeger was honored that
same evening by being inducted
into Phi Beta Mu, described in the
letter of invitation by John Szcygiel,
Executive Secretary of Phi Beta Mu
(Pi Chapter) as being “an International Professional Bandmasters
Fraternity established nationally
in 1938. Phi Beta Mu is dedicated
to the recognition of the very best
musician-instructor-teachers. Our
Wisconsin Chapter has nominated
and elected you (one of 5 statewide)
to membership in our honorary
organization this year.”
All in all, Thursday, October
26th, was an incredible day of high
honors for the James Madison Memorial High School Bands!
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HISTORY IN THE
MAKING FOR
WIND
ENSEMBLE

By Lily Lowndes
On October 26th, Memorial’s top
band, the Wind Ensemble, played a
full set at the Wisconsin Music Educators Association conference 2017.
Based on a recording of “Eighth
Candle”, a piece they played last
year, they were given the distinction
of playing at the Monona Terrace in
front of music teachers from across
the state. This honor is given to only
one exceptional high school band in
the state of Wisconsin each year, so
this was a historic event for JMM’s
band program. This privilege was
awarded to Wind Ensemble only
one other time about fifteen years
ago under the previous conductor,
Mr. Ulrich.

SAVE LIVES!

By Evanka Annyapu
The Red Cross is low on blood
donations, affecting the large number of patients that need blood. A
simple pint of blood can save three
lives, something so fortunate for
someone really needing it. Fortunately, in collaboration with JMM
HOSA, the Red Cross will be here

Mr. Jaeger, the current director
of the band program at Memorial,
selected three great pieces for Wind
Ensemble to play; Lohengrin by
Richard Wagner, a selection from
one of the acts of Wagner’s eponymous romantic opera, Mannin Veen
by Haydn Wood, a collection of folk
songs from the Isle of Man, and Sinfonia India by Carlos Chávez, who
drew inspiration from native tribes
of Mexico to write his second symphony. To round out the concert,
Mr. Jaeger reached out to Professor
Mark Hetzler from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison to compose
an original piece for the group. The
result was a ground-breaking composition written for electric trombone and Wind Ensemble. Professor
Hetzler was able to electronically
alter the sound of his trombone by
hooking his trombone up to foot
pedals and sound machines similar
to those used by a DJ.
To prepare for the conference,

the group dedicated every class hour
improving and perfecting each song.
The band even practiced an additional two hours each week together
outside of school in the five weeks
leading up to the concert. Professor
Hetzler found openings in his busy
schedule and came in three times to
work out the logistics of his composition, as it was the first time the
piece was played by live musicians.
Each musician had a crucial role to
play, and they all outdid themselves
in terms of preparation and dedication to their music education.
Overall, the concert was a success, and a huge accomplishment for
those involved. Their hard work and
efforts paid off, and they were met
by a standing ovation of parents,
peers and teachers alike once the
final note escaped their instruments.
It was a once in a lifetime opportunity for Wind Ensemble, and they
killed it!

on November 8th for those that
would like to donate blood and save
lives! They are really looking for
applicable donors; here are some
requirements:
-Must be 17, but 16 year olds can
donate with parent permission
-Eat a healthy meal and drink a lot
of water the day before donating
-Find HOSA members to sign up
during lunch! We will have a more

specific list of requirements for
donating blood.
-You can even do a double red
blood cell donation: check out
redcrossblood.org for more information!
If anyone has questions, don’t
hesitate to contact hosajmm@
gmail.com, and follow us on Facebook at JMM HOSA 17-18 and on
Instagram at JMM HOSA.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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TO BE HONEST, TBH
IS PRETTY COOL

HOMECOMING FASHION

By Garrett Kennedy
Tbh was created mid-September, and
even though they were not released through
the entire U.S., tbh quickly acquired over
5 million downloads. Their success caused
Facebook to snap up their little company on
October 16th for the low price of about $100
million. Facebook will be keeping on all the
employees of tbh and allow them to continue
doing almost exactly what they were doing
before.
What exactly is tbh doing? tbh is an
anonymous opinion sharing app. Similarly to
Sarahah (another extremely popular anonymous judgement sharing app), tbh allows
people to comment anonymously on their
friends. Rather than giving people the option
to say anything they want about their friends,
tbh allows you to answer 15 polls like “every
teacher’s favorite student” or “this one is a
genius.” You get four of your friends to chose
from for each question as well as the option
to shuffle the names or skip that question.
After answering 15 polls you have to wait 45
minutes until you are allowed to play again.
When you choose someone for one of the
categories they get a notification and get to
see what they were chosen for, but not who
chose them. If they want, they can decide to
request the name of the person who chose
them for that question by hitting the “reply”
button.
What makes this different from other
anonymous applications? Everything on tbh
is positive. In an age when cyberbullying is a
big problem, an app that only deals in positivity is a refreshing change of pace. When I
open the app it just makes me feel happy. If
being “Every teachers favorite student” isn’t
enticing enough for you, tbh also offers some
more scandalous options like “future prom
date” or “perfect person to lie under the stars
with.” If you need some added drama in your
life tbh can also be for you. All in all, I definitely recommend that you get tbh.
6

By Leah Vredenbregt
While some say their favorite part of Homecoming is dinner or the dance, many will agree that nothing can beat getting
dressed up and snapping pictures. Getting ready for Homecoming
can take hours - but it definitely pays off in the end.
This year at Memorial’s Homecoming, everyone looked
absolutely spectacular. Even though it was still early in the fall,
most of the dresses were neutral or dark colors, which are more
commonly found in late fall or winter. Nevertheless, everyone
brilliantly pulled of the look, and the dark colors went well with
the weather on homecoming night.
There seemed to be less voluminous tulle dresses and more
form fitting dresses than past years. This change in style represents the constantly changing culture and fashion trends. There
were multiple people that wore the same dresses. However, each
person styled their dress in a different way, displaying their personality through their clothes
I predict the Midwinter Dance will exhibit similar styles to
homecoming, with everyone looking just as spectacular.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NOVEMBER DOODLE
By Lauryn Anthony
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BANGING BAND CONCERT

By Beth Strickland
The JMM Band program’s concert season started with
a bang Wednesday, October 24th, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Buchhausen Auditorium, when members of the United
States Navy Band joined them in performing the first concert of the season. First the Symphonic Band played “Puszta,” composed by Jan Van der Roost, “Beyond the Breaking Tides,” by Christian Earl, and “Ireland: Of Legend and
Lore,” by Robert W. Smith. They were followed by the
Wind Ensemble, which performed Richard Wagner’s “Lohengrin,” a beautiful rendition of Hadyn Wood’s “Mannin
Veen,” and “Sinfonia India,” by Carlos Chavez. The audience was treated to a rousing grand finale when all three
bands (Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble, and the U.S.
Navy Band) crowded onto the stage for an exciting rendition of John Philip Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes Forever.”
Wind Ensemble flute player Heather Swartz stood up and
nailed the piccolo solo brilliantly, and the U.S. Navy band
director, Master Chief Lawrence, who conducted Sousa’s
march, shook her hand vigorously. The audience rose to
its feet in a noisy standing ovation after the finale.
Members of the United States Navy Band spent the
entire day at JMM working with band students. They ran
clinics for Concert Bands I and II in the morning, after
which the brass quintet and rock band performed during
the day. The ensemble then interspersed themselves
among the JMM performers that night for the concert’s
grand finale. Master Chief Lawrence even invited the
JMM Band to go to Chicago to work with the U.S. Navy
Band in their hall! It was an exciting day for the Memorial
music program!
The Wind Ensemble will be performing some of its
pieces from the concert, most notably “Mannin Veen,” on
Thursday, October 26th, at the Wisconsin Music Educators Association Conference at the Monona Terrace at
8:30 a.m. The Wind Ensemble was one of two bands chosen out of about 2000 across the state of Wisconsin to play
at the conference, so it is a huge honor. Three of the band
students, Brian Nelson (tuba), Julia Mann (flute), and
Neah Hinterberg (clarinet) were interviewed on Channel
57’s “Talk of the Town” about the upcoming performance.
The show aired six times. You can watch the video on the
JMM Band Boosters website, put together by band parent
Lori Scarlett, at https://jmmbands.wixsite.com/jmmbandboosters.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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SYS UPDATES

By Shruti Sathish
Spartan Youth Service had a very
successful October and is excited for
a great November!
We had great accomplishments
in terms of fundraisers, events, and
progress towards our club goals:

- FUNDRAISERS -

> Penny Wars, the annual homecoming-week fundraising competition between grade levels was a
huge success! A grand total of $380
raised, and all money was donated
to the JMM food pantry. A huge
thank you to everyone who donated
and volunteered!
> SYS participated in Trick-Or-Treat
for UNICEF, to “help kids who
need more than candy’. Several SYS
members went out and filled up
their UNICEF boxes with cash and
change.
> Pumpkin Spice Hot Chocolate
(upcoming): The Seniors committee will be selling pumpkin spice
hot chocolate Nov 6th- 9th in the
A wing foyer before school. All
proceeds will go to the Alzheimer’s
Association!

- EVENT HIGHLIGHTS -

Community: The Community
Committee had a very successful
event at REACH-A-Child, where
students volunteered as wait staff
for the annual gala. The dedication
and perseverance of the volunteers
helped make the event run smoothly!
Helping Hands: The Helping Hands
committee’s main event in October
was the Penny Wars fundraiser,
which went very well ($380 raised!).
Helping Hands is looking forward
to an event at the Catholic Multicultural Center during the first week
of November, where they will help
with a mobile pantry set-up.
Paws Fur A Cause: Paws Fur A
Cause made donation jars for Underdog Pet Rescue! Several volunteers decorated coffee cans to help
gather donations and raise awareness of UPR’s litter of kittens. Paws
fur A Cause is looking forward to its
popular cat care events this November :)
Youth 4 Youth: Youth 4 Youth had
a very interesting event at John
Muir Elementary this past month,
where volunteers took apart the ir-

Spartan Youth Service is
Memorial’s largest service club.
We meet every Wednesday after
school at 3:45 pm in the Wisconsin
Neighborhood Study Center. At each meeting
members have the opportunity to sign up for a variety of volunteering events taking place at local organizations in addition to being involved in a committee that
specializes in a subfield of volunteering that they
are interested in. New members are always
welcome. Follow us on Facebook at JMM SYS
and Instagram at jmm.sys to stay updated!

www.jmmswordandshield.com

rigation system and did some garden
work. Y4Y is looking forward to
their weekly library help events at
Orchard Ridge in November!
Seniors: The Seniors Committee
had several musical performance
events at Oakwood this past month.
Volunteers transported residents
to and from the concerts, helped
set up the stage, and chatted with
residents. Seniors is super pumped
for their upcoming Pumpkin Spice
Hot Chocolate Fundraiser from Nov
6th- 9th in the A Wing Foyer before
school. Please buy!
Spartan Green: Spartan Green had
a very fun event this past month at
the Farley Center. They went apple
picking, and the volunteers had a
blast being outside, picking and
tasting apples, and trying the apple
cider made from their apples!

- PROGRESS TOWARDS
CLUB GOALS -

SYS has four main club goals:
4800 SYS service hours
200 service projects
100% volunteer turnout
70 freshmen members
Here’s our progress as of 10/29/17:
924.1 hours
65 service projects
55 freshmen members
That’s AWESOME, given that we’re
only 2 months into school!

------------------------------Get updates on SYS and
other clubs at :
https://jmmswordandshield.com/activities-at-jmm/
-------------------------------
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NEWS
SIKHS CELEBRATE DIWALI
TOO
By Simran Sandhu
Celebrated by over a billion people in India, Diwali
(Deepavali) is the Hindu festival of light. The story of
Diwali depends on the region of
India where you are. In northern
India they celebrate the story
of Lord Rama’s return to the
kingdom of Ayodhya after defeating the demon king Ravana.
In South India, Diwali celebrates
Lord Krishna defeating the demon Narakasura. In West India
the festival marks the day that
Lord Vishnu, the Preserver (one
of the main gods of the Hindu
trinity) sent the demon King
Bali to rule the nether world. Regardless, the common
theme among these stories is the victory of good over
evil.
Many people believe, however, that Sikhs do not
celebrate this holiday, since they are not Hindus. This
is not true. Our story goes back to the beginning of the
17th century in Punjab, India. In Sikhism, there are ten
gurus, or spiritual leaders, that have shaped the faith
into what it is today. Founded in 1469 by the first guru,
Guru Nanak Dev Ji, Sikhism started out as a spiritualistic religion, focused on societal enlightenment. Yet

in 1606, its ideals shifted to also value military defense
after the fifth Guru, Guru Arjan Dev Ji, became the first
martyr for Sikhism. Because the Mughal Empire was
intolerant of Sikhism and Hinduism, the Guru was tortured and executed to protect his beliefs. Guru Arjan’s
son, Hargobind, became the sixth guru and enemy of
the Mughal Empire, as
he represented a resistance against the Mughal’s abuse of power
and authority. He along
with many Hindu princes were then arrested.
Later, the Emperor
Jahangir released Guru
Hargobind, but he asked
that the princes be released too. The Emperor
agreed, but said only
those who could hold onto his cloak tail would be allowed to leave the prison. Guru Hargobind, though, had
a cloak made with 52 pieces of string and so each prince
was able to hold onto one string and leave prison.
Like the Hindu stories, the Sikhs celebrate the victory of good over evil, as Guru Hargobind is able to free
his inmates. And for the most part, the celebration is
the same. Lighting diyas, playing with sparklers, and
watching fireworks. No matter the context or the depth
to which Diwali may extend, we remember the importance of duality in the world: good and evil.

FOXCONN

By Leah Vredenbregt and Deney Li
250,000. That’s the number of jobs that Governor
Walker promised by the end of his first term, which
ended in 2015. He fell short… by half. His overestimate,
or maybe his shortfalling, left many critics in the state
more upset than usual. Walker claims that in his second
term, his 250k job goal has not changed, and in order to
work towards this intimidating number, Wisconsin is
bringing in Taiwanese technology company Foxconn,
which is predicted to bring in 130,000 new jobs along
10

Foxconn chairman Terry Gou and WI governor Scott Walker.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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with it.
On September 18, Wisconsin Governor
Scott Walker signed a deal with Foxconn.
The deal provides $3 billion in incentives
for Foxconn to put $10 billion towards
building a plant in Wisconsin, the company’s first in the United States. The deal,
called the largest economic development
project in state history, is said to be up
and running by 2020.
Hon Hai Precision Industry Company
is a Taiwanese tech company that trades
using the name Foxconn Technology
Group. Foxconn is much more prominent than some may think. The company
produced the Apple iPhone 5S, is the
10th largest employer in the world with
1.3 employees, and the 4th largest tech
company by revenue.
Despite Foxconn’s impressive reputation, some, mostly democrats, aren’t
so sure about this development. The
large tech company is well-known for its
large announcements, and not-so-large
carry-outs of announcements. In 2013,
Foxconn promised a $30 million project
in Pennsylvania, but the follow-through
was nonexistent, leaving many wondering if the Wisconsin project will just turn
out to be like the Pennsylvania one.
Another concern about the new plant
is the wellbeing of workers. According to
CBS, in 2010, eighteen Foxconn workers
at a plant in China attempted suicide,
and since then, at least 150 workers have
threatened suicide at Foxconn due to
their poor working conditions. However,
a Foxconn factory in the United States
would have to adhere to U.S. labor laws.
Because of well established labor laws
in America, working conditions can be
expected to be better in their Wisconsin
factory.
Despite Foxconn’s questionable reputation in the past, hopefully Wisconsin’s labor laws will effectively control mistreatment of workers, and provide Wisconsin
with the jobs that it lacks.

ACADEMIC PLANNING

By Deney Li
When someone mentions Career Cruising, repetitive job questionnaires and “favorite subject” rankings flit across our minds. But
while some of us may find Career Cruising bothersome and useless,
there is evidence that it has helped make progress in deciding future
careers for students. For this reason, the government has decided
to make Career Cruising and other job-finding lessons a mandatory part of Wisconsin school districts’ curriculum from 6th grade
onward, starting this year.
But there is a twist. Now, academic planning programs are geared
towards showing students the jobs that need to be filled in the
future, rather than jobs that are the best fit according to a student’s
interests. These programs are paired up with President Trump’s
encouragement for students to attend two-year colleges over fouryears as a way of introducing people into the workforce faster and
more efficiently.
The reason for this sudden need of employees? The retiring
number of workers are quickly outnumbering the number entering
the workforce. The Baby Boomer generation is arriving at retirement, and the number of Boomers retiring are far greater than the
graduates entering the workforce now, when parents are having, on
average, two kids per family.
Academic planning is playing a key role in Trump’s plan. Students
are now learning early on that college nor a degree is necessary to
obtain a high-paying job. Internships, technical training, and other
options are available for those who do not want student loan debt
or four years in college. With this information at hand, countless
students are choosing to jump right into the workforce, rather than
continue with extensive edu cation, earning a salary early on as well
as filling up the need for workers.
Regardless of your option on career-planning classes, they are here
to stay, and not without good reason. But in the end, always remember that your education after high school is up to you!
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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ICE AGE FALLS HOUSE
EXPLOSION UPDATE

By Beatričė Naujalytė
Remember the house explosion that happened a
few weeks ago? If you don’t have a copy of the October issue on hand (you can check out our archives at
jmmswordandshield.com, *wink wink*), I’ll give you a
quick recap. On September 13th, a house on Stratton
Way was completely destroyed in an explosion. The
body of Lea Anne Pirus was discovered to have been
dead from a gunshot wound for “weeks, if not months”
according to Police Chief Mike Koval. Her husband,
Steven Pirus was arrested for her murder and the explosion.
The story was huge for a few days and then it quieted down, as all big news is bound to do eventually.
After some digging online, I was surprised that all of
the recent revelations haven’t been as widely talked
about because it really sounds like something from a TV
show. Let me catch you up to speed.
Steven almost immediately confessed to blowing up
the house. It seems that he loosened the gas lines to the
house at the dryer and extinguished the water heater
pilot so the gas would keep flowing. This gas exploded
and destroyed the entire house.
With Lea Anne, Steven became much more unclear.

12

His first story was that that Lea Anne was sleeping
when he left the house that morning. Then he backtracked and said that she had committed suicide a
month ago. Finally, he threw in one more, saying that
he had shot her because she asked him to.
But in an extreme oversight, he had forgotten to
change his phone’s wallpaper from a seductive picture
of a Russian woman named Olga that he was planning
to marry. According to Pirus, she had come to Madison
a few years ago and was in the process of obtaining a
Visa to come to the United States so that they could get
married.
In addition to that, there was evidence that he was
using dating sites like match.com, plentyoffish.com, and
bikerplanet.com, had made payments to two foreign
websites (it was unspecified what kind of websites
exactly), and had withdrawn a total of $8,500 in August
and September. Oh, and police also found a gun hidden
in a box of Christmas lights in their storage locker.
Given all this evidence, it becomes a little more clear
why on earth Steven did all the things he did. But there
is much that still is in question: why couldn’t Steven
divorce or at least try divorcing Lea Anne if he did
not want to be with her? Why did Steven blow up the
house a full month after he killed Lea Anne? Why did
Steven expect that blowing up the house would help
him in any way? These are all questions the Police have
yet to answer.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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THE FUTURE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

By Maggie Di Sanza
The Trump Administration has been making many
changes to organizations, legislation and international policies that previous presidents have initiated and
maintained. Most recently, you have probably heard
word of the proposed changes to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Environmental Protection Agency is an agency of the federal
government, created with the intentions of improving
public, human health and the environment through enforcing and writing regulations based on laws passed by
Congress. This idea was proposed by President Richard
Nixon and later began its operation on December 2,
1970, after an executive order was signed.
The mission of the EPA has maintained several basic
goals, including ensuring that all Americans are protected from significant risks to human health in the environment where they live, work, and learn. Additionally,
the EPA strongly believes that all parts of society have
to have access to not only accurate, but sufficient information, in order to effectively participate in managing human health and environmental risks. The EPA
sustains that, “...environmental protection contributes
to making our communities and ecosystems diverse,
sustainable and economically productive; and the United States plays a leadership role in working with other
nations to protect the global environment.”
Whilst this agency was being introduced, it was considerably difficult to convince Americans of the importance of environmental protection, despite the encouragement from President Nixon. Now that new research
has been done on climate change, and the public is more
informed about the dangers posing our environment,
a majority of Americans now support some sort of
environmental regulations. But as the Trump Administration has expressed their distaste for the agency, these

protections are now in jeopardy.
Throughout his entire campaign, President Donald
Trump had preached his promise to eliminate the EPA;
during his first 100 days in office he has held true to his
word, as he works towards dismantling regulations and
the agency. Currently, the Trump Administration is
working towards ending several of the complex regulations that went through a formal rulemaking process.
These regulations include the fuel economy standards
for cars and trucks; the ‘Clean Power Plan’ to reduce
CO2 from power plants; rules surrounding mercury and
ozone pollution, and several more.
In addition, President Trump has made comments
approving the Congressional Review Act. The CRA
essentially states that Republicans in the House and
Senate can kill, by majority vote, certain Obama-era
rules completed after late May 2016. There are multiple
pieces of legislation that would be vulnerable to CRA
disapproval, including emissions standards for landfills,
rules around offshore drilling, methane standards for
oil and gas drilling, and restrictions on migratory bird
hunting. The Trump Administration is also planning
to push for major budget cuts to the EPA. The most
irreparable changes that Trump and Congress could
make to the EPA is through these budget cuts. Trump’s
team plans to cut $513 million from the ‘states and
tribal assistance grants’; $193 million in savings from
terminating climate programs; as well as $109 million in
savings from ‘environment programs and management.’
Finally, Trump wants to make it clear that he is not just
interested in repealing Obama-era legislation, but seeks
to hamper future regulations. The Trump Administration has stated in multiple press conferences that they
will be introducing the EPA’s science advisory process,
to eliminate ‘inherent bias.’
For those who have believed that there were too
many Obama-era environmental regulations and that
these rules are hampering corporations, Trump’s latest
moves are a relief. But for those who fear the dangers of
excess pollution to our planet, the next three years will
be a difficult and scary time.

Check out our website:

www.jmmswordandshield.com
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
A GENTLEMAN’S GUIDE TO CONFLICTING LOVE &
COMICAL MURDERS
By Aly Rader

There are few things a man will do for love and A
Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder is no exception
as we follow young Englishman Monty Navarro and
watch as he slowly murders his kinsman in order to gain
the Title of Earl D’ysquith and the wealth with it. The
motives for claiming the title begin with the intention
of marrying Sibella Hallward but, becomes a priority
with more complications as the murders progress. The
turning point for Navarro is odd as it misdirects his
original ending goal but, it does add complexity to the
story by giving Navarro more dilemmas in addition to
his schemes for claiming the Earl Title. This also brings
about more inner turmoil from Navarro as he is now
clouded by his growing feelings towards another woman (a D’ysquith) when his affections used to be solely
for Hallward. The development of this love triangle
proves to be beneficial for Navarro at the end but, the
show neglects to clearly voice the thoughts of the two
women. The camaraderie between these women ultimately leads to a satisfactory conclusion the development of the alliance is a mystery.
Murder is often a subject that does not associate with
14

the category of comedy but with this peculiar show
the two ideas could not come together more easily.
While slowly picking off persons to gain for oneself is
a malicious act in itself the portrayals of the D’ysquiths
demise’s is seen as humorous more than anything else.
The means of how several of the family members meet
their death are whimsical as one D’ysquith is stung by
hundreds of bees due to the scent of his beekeeping
attire while another is tricked into traveling to a remote
African village of cannibals; both of which are done
with the accompaniment of a musical number. Another
part of what creates a lighter tone to murder are Navarro’s asides to the audience which are amusing and
unapologetic towards his ambitions of becoming Earl. It
is Navarro’s attitude and the D’ysquiths unlikely ways to
die that could make murder seem so entertaining rather
than mortifying.
From the unlikely bond of the two women connecting
them to Navarro and, the leading character’s nonchalant
notions towards the immoral act of killing; A Gentleman’s Guide to Love & Murder will be undoubtedly, a
new favorite to many.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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MY FAVORITE MURDER
REVIEW

By Lauryn Anthony
On October 20th and 21st, Madison fans gathered downtown
to see the podcast My Favorite Murder. Fans of the popular
true crime & comedy podcast had sold out the Orpheum’s first
night, adding a second night to the tour schedule.
In 2015 Georgia Hardstark and Karen Kilgariff met when
Hardstark overheard Kilgariff describing a true crime story at
a Halloween party. A year later, the two women started a true
crime/comedy podcast and quickly rose to the top of the itunes
charts. Each Thursday one tells the other about a murder to the
other, not knowing what the other picked. On Mondays they
read Hometown murders listeners have sent in.
On October 20th Hardstark spoke on the Capital City Murders- a series of murders around the UW campus committed by
a potential serial killer. The murders were never solved. Kilgariff then took over with her murder- the massacre at Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin. Despite the dark subject matter, the
hosts create a funny lighter tone with their effortless banter.
Horrified gasps and loud laughs from the audience punctuate
the two’s stories in equal measure.
Kilgariff and Hardstark take a taboo subject and add their humor and personalities to produce a show that reminds audiences to stay sexy, and don’t get murdered.

WHICH CITY SHOULD YOU
MOVE TO?
By Deney Li

1. Favorite cold-weather comfort food?
a. Hot chocolate
b. Pumpkin bread
c. Mac and cheese
d. Steamy apple cider
2. If you were to throw a party, would style would you go
for?
a. Black-tie dinner party
b. Backyard movie marathon
c. A crazy loud-music dance party
d. Holiday dress-up party

3. Pick an item to check off of your bucket list:
a. Befriend someone famous
b. Set foot on all seven continents
c. Crash an extravagant wedding
d. Learn another language 			
4. What kind of home would you want to live in?
a. Modern New-York style studio
b. Forest fairytale-style cottage
c. Gigantic treehouse shared with friends
d. Minimalist beachside cabin

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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HOROSCOPES
By Sara Sheibani

Libra (Sep
23-Oct 22):
November
will be what
you make of
it. All the work you put
in will show and be very
profitable for your future.
But remember to be cautious and try to avoid creating misunderstandings
with those close to you.

Scorpio (Oct
23-Nov 21):
Take your
time this
month to
find balance and your
rhythm. It may take some
changing of ways, but
your charming personality
will help you with your
plans and growth for this
month.

Sagittarius
(Nov 22-Dec
21): This
month there
will be some
mystic mischief in your
life, but don’t let it get to
you. Be sure to take the
time to make big decisions
with a clear mind. Continue to study and conquer
and you’ll do great.

Capricorn
(Dec 22-Jan
19): Take
this month
to pause and
make sure you are doing
okay. Finish up those
old projects that got left
behind and remember
to finish everything you
start in the future.

Aquarius
(Jan 20-Feb
18): All your
past work is
paying off
and you’re finally getting what you want this
month. However make
sure to take care of yourself- your health will be
somewhat delicate this
month.

Pisces (Feb
19-March
20): This
is a month
for personal
growth. As you transition
into your new routines,
relationships may become
strained. Don’t forget to
keep in touch with those
who have been with you
during other transitions!

Aries
(March
21-April 19):
Take your
time this
month to take a step back
from everything. Enjoy
yourself, but try not to
spend too much time or
money on things that you
don’t really need or want.

Taurus
(April 20May 20):
You’ll meet
many new
people this month, and it’s
the perfect time for you
take that fall road trip you
wanted to. Don’t get to
caught up in this though,
stick to those goals you
set.

Gemini
(May 21June 20):
You will be
busy this
month, but it will lead to
many new connections
and growth. You may even
meet someone special this
month. Don’t forget to
take time to appreciate
yourself.

Cancer
(June 21July 22):
With everything that’s
going on you may feel
like you’re being pulled in
different directions, so remember to take your time.
Though major things may
seem confusing; don’t forget to appreciate the small
things.

Leo (July
23-Aug 22):
It may be
difficult this
month both
in and outside of school.
Things may seem like
nothing is going right and
cause a lot of stress. But
don’t forget the people
who care about you are
there for you.

Virgo (Aug
23-Sep 22):
Your flexibility as a
person will
be very important this
month. You will have to
make very important decisions, so just follow your
instinct. You may also
need to take time to reflect
on your relationships with
other people.
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WHAT KIND OF GOURD ARE YOU?
By Garrett Kennedy

1. Favorite activity in Fall?
a. Raking leaves
b. Apple Picking
c. Corn Maze
d. Haunted House
2. If you could live in any climate, what would you choose?
a. Dry, medium - high heat, semi windy
b. Mist, medium heat, not windy
c. Humid, high heat, not windy
d. Wet, low heat, very windy
3.) You have an afternoon free, what do you do?
a. Get your homework done
b. Hit up some friends and go downtown
c. Watch some Netflix
d. Get outside for an adventure
4.) Huge essay due in two weeks, how do you complete it?
a. Space it out, making sure to do a little everyday
b. Do it whenever you are available, a pretty irregular schedule
c. Finish it in the last two days, it can wait
d. Do it when you feel particularly motivated, could be done in a day,
could a week late

WHAT THANKSGIVING FOOD ARE
YOU?
By Beatrice Naujalyte

1. What is your favorite drink?
a. Dark coffee
b. Fruit juice
c. Pumpkin spice latte
d. Smoothie
2. Your preferred weekend activity?
a. Getting some work done and preparing for the week ahead
b. Spending time with your best buds
c. Apple-picking, pumpkin patch, any autumn activity
d. Going on a run or hike
3. Favorite subject?
a. Science class
b. Language arts
c. Social studies
d. Gym
4. Dream career?
a. Lawyer
b. Therapist
c. Artist
d. Doctor
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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NOVEMBER ARTIST OF
THE MONTH: ANGIE XU
By Timothy Zhang

What art classes have you taken at Memorial?
Drawing II and Digital Imagery and Ceramics I (current).
Which has been your favorite?
Drawing 2.
How long have you been creating art?
I have been creating art for as long as I can remember, but high school courses recently opened up a lot
of opportunities to explore different media.
Why do you enjoy creating art?
As someone who is mainly into realism, I like the
challenge that comes with depicting the world in
an art form. It also gives me a channel to focus and
relax.
What is your favorite medium to work with?
Graphite is the most familiar medium for me, but
I also like working with colored pencil and charcoal.
What has been your favorite project that you’ve done?
For our drawing 2 final, we had to recreate a masterpiece in four different media: colored pencil, graphite, charcoal, and pastel. I liked the challenge of using
all these media harmoniously, and I also appreciated
the level of autonomy we were given in the process.
Where do you find your inspiration?
Bob Ross.
Who is your favorite artist?
Ethan Cunningham and Bob Ross.
Do you have any words of advice to artists?
Don’t be afraid to go out of your comfort zone
whether it’s with exploring a new medium or style of
art. When in doubt, watch more Bob Ross.
What is one type of art you’d like to learn in the future?
I’m just starting to learn sculpture art in Ceramics
I, but I’d love to explore this medium and 3D art in
general in the future.
Do you plan on continuing art after high school?
I don’t plan on pursuing art as a career, but I definitely would like to keep it as a hobby.
Anything else?
Follow my art insta @angiebedrawin.
18
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BEST AND WORST OF OCTOBER SNL

By Beatrice Naujalyte
Gal Gadot’s episode was a disappointment. My parents predicted it would be bad and I wanted them to be wrong
but throughout the whole thing I didn’t laugh as much as I just went, what is going on? Which is to be expected, I
mean, it’s SNL. But there was just too much huh? And not enough ha!
BEST: E! New Line Up
Gadot’s best performance of the night was as Kendall
Jenner. Watch as she and sisters Bella and Gigi Hadid
complain around a bowl of fruit, Kendall asks Alexa to
remind her which Kardashian sister she is, and Kanye
crawls along the floor because he doesn’t want to be
filmed. If you watch the Voice, Melissa Villaseñor’s
impression of Gwen Stefani in “Down Home with Blake
& Gwen” will kill you. Fast-paced and genuinely funny,
the only good sketch from this episode.
WORST: Mirage
Just an “eh” sketch. Two cameramen are stranded in
the desert and see two very different mirages. One sees
Gal Gadot swishing around a glass of lemonade seductively, and the other is disappointed to see the two guys
from Jamba Juice yelling out orders. Leslie Jones is the
only funny one in this sketch, and she only pops in for
a few seconds. The sketch as a whole felt drawn out and
unnecessary.
Kumail Nanjiani really showed everyone how it’s done. His monologue was hilarious, which is uncommon. It was
one awesome sketch after another, and now I really really want to watch his movie The Big Sick.
BEST: Customer Service
In this sketch, Nanjiani plays a call center employee who befriends a woman on the phone - Melania
Trump. She purposely sends orders to the wrong places
to talk. “Oh, did I say red house? I meant white house.”
When she learns that Nanjiani is being bullied by a
co-worker, she shows up wearing a fashionable safari
suit, aviator sunglasses, and swats at him lightly with
her handbag, saying “Booly (bully), booly, stop that,
booly” finishing with a little stomp.
WORST: Office Halloween Party
A boss calls his employees to tell him that he has gotten Hepatitis A, and his homemade Halloween cake, has
put them all at risk. An employee asks him a question
and asks “Oh Sarah! How are you?” She exclaims, “Worried, Greg!” She thinks she’s safe because she didn’t eat
the cake but he confesses that he drank from her water
bottle because he wanted to see if it actually kept water
cold for 7 hours as it claimed. “Oh Greg, what an inconvenience for me and my family…” What??
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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WIN A
$2,500 SCHOLARSHIP!
Enter the Project Teen Money Scholarship Contest and you’ll
create three short videos to teach and inspire your peers to save
more, spend smarter and give back. Six teens will be selected
to compete.
Interested? Sweet! Grab your phone and create a quick
30 to 60 second video telling us why you want to compete.

Visit SummitCreditUnion.com/ProjectTeenMoney
To learn more and submit your video or stop by the Summit branch at school.
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SPORTS

PREP PROFILE:
JULIA ZHOU

By Audrianna Wu
Name: Julia Zhou.
Year: 10th Grade.
Years in Tennis: 3 years.
Singles or Doubles: Singles.
Favorite thing about playing
tennis: Hitting passing shots.
Favorite thing about playing
on the tennis team: Having fun
with teammates, cheering them on
during matches and having them
cheer me on when I’m playing.
Best memory from this year:
Winning my conference match
against Sun Prairie.
Most memorable moment in
sports: When I played a person
from West in sectionals finals last
year, and won in the 3rd set.
Planning to play tennis next
year?: Yes.
Favorite Opponent: Sun Prairie.
Favorite TV show: The Flash.
Favorite Food: Sushi!
Favorite Subject: Math.
Post high-school plans: College.
Three words that describe me:
Stubborn, funny, and kind.

SYDNEY PETERSON: A GIFTED
RUNNER

By Simran Sandhu
Sydney began running during the
summer running program before
freshman year, which was surprising
to me, because you would think that
someone so fast would have been
running since childhood. I asked her
what drew her to cross-country. She
told me that her best friend’s sister
encouraged her to join because it
would be fun. For Sydney, that’s exactly how the beginning of freshman
year running went.
“It was just about running with my
friends. I didn’t have to worry about
breaking any race times or uphold the
team.”
Within the first three weeks of
her first season, Sydney began runwww.jmmswordandshield.com

ning varsity, and even advanced to
sectionals and state.
“I had a great season freshman year,
but it was definitely hard to come back
sophomore year because you would have
that expectation from the coaches to run
faster”.
It was not always smooth sailing
for Sydney, as injuries and obstacles created challenges, but like a
true cross-country runner, she kept
pressing on.
“Cross-country wasn’t an exponential
growth curve at all. There were injuries
and failures that you couldn’t shake
off. I got injured my junior year and
not only was that a physical setback, it
was a mental setback. Cross-country
doesn’t just train your body; it trains
and challenges you mentally. Running
in a race, you know that three miles is
nothing, but when the first mile and the
second mile hit, you’ve just got to push
through.”
A charming and powerful individual, Sydney is admirable, fierce,
and persevering. She represents the
true vigor of a cross-country runner,
carrying both her own experience
and representing our Spartan family.
Sydney plans to run track and field
for the last time this year but doesn’t
plan to do so in college.
“JMM cross-country is unlike anything I’ve experienced before. To know
over a hundred girls each year and
become as close as family with them is
truly a magical thing. I don’t think I
would find anything but competition in
college, and I can’t imagine myself not
having done cross-country. It has made
me who I am today and I couldn’t be
more thankful.”
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COACH PROFILE: COACH
FLOWERS

CROSS COUNTRY WRAP UP

By Simran Sandhu
The procession of a hundred green and white jerseys floods the
starting line as we begin to warm up. From arm circles, to lunges, to A
skips and B skips, the clock continues to tick down to starting time. Our
final cheer as a team is louder than anyone else on that course. With us
seniors in the middle, circled up and shoulder-to- shoulder, we cheer for
our cc girl family. Tears flow, nerves are high. Thirty seconds. Wishing
good luck and singing Build Me Up Buttercup. Fifteen seconds. Dead silence. Ten seconds. Off goes the gun. I’ve been running cross-country for
four years, and I never thought I was going to miss it this much. Cross
Country means so much to all the girls who run, and it is truly one big
family.
This season, we had about 80 girls participate in all of our races. That
being said, our team would race 60-70 girls because of injuries. Even
injuries, however, didn’t stop us from placing top 3 at every race for
both JV and Varsity teams. Along with our races during the season, our
greatest amounts of PR’s came from the final meets for the entire team,
City and Conference.
Freshman Natalie Rhodes, sophomores Isabel Eigenberger and Sylvia Green, juniors Claire Reid and Alyana Enemuoh, and seniors Sierra
Hansen and Sydney Peterson composed Memorial’s sectional team. Sydney Peterson finished strong, and qualified for State for the 4th. Though
we didn’t qualify as a team, this will be the 8th year in a row that Memorial would be sending female runner to State.
Congratulations to all the runners for an amazing season!
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By Rahima Osman & Lily Lowndes
How long have you been head
coach? Five years.
Hopes for the team? We have
very high hopes; being a better
team, a chance to win conference.
Favorite NBA team? I don’t have
a current favorite NBA team, but I
am starting to like Bucks.
Which sports did you play in
your high school? I played football and basketball.
An advice you would like to
give to girls who might consider playing? Basketball is a
challenging sport, but it is also fun.
It is a great way for fall and spring
athletes stay in shape and train for
their season.
Favorite food? Spaghetti with
fried catfish and corn bread, and
cheesecake for dessert.
What made you start coaching?
My daughter was the reason why
I started coaching for basketball.
She currently plays for Hamline
University at St. Paul, Minnesota.
Toughest competitors? Sun Prairie, East, and Middleton.
Most memorable moment in
coaching career? During the 2015
regional final game against Janesville Parker, when Sydney Stroud
scored the winning point seconds
before the final buzzer.
How tall are you? 6 foot 3 inches.
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OPINIONS
GIRLS IN BOY SCOUTS
By Shruti Sathish

Boy Scouts of America will be allowing girls to participate in
some of its programs starting 2019.
On October 11, 2017, Boy Scouts of America announced that it will be allowing girls to participate in
some of its programs starting 2018. This news generated a variety of reactions, from some praising the decision as a step towards greater inclusion and equality to
others criticizing the decision as a rejection of tradition,
since Boy Scouts has been a boys-only organization until now. I believe that it’s important to understand what
this decision entails and why the organization decided
to make this decision in the first place before coming to
an opinion on the topic.
So, what’s the decision? Boy Scouts of America has
announced that girls are invited to participate in Boy
Scouts in two ways: starting 2018, girls can join the Cub
Scouts program and be a member of a pack, and starting 2019, girls will be able to work towards the coveted
“Eagle Scout rank” in an all-girl program.
The Cub Scout program is the entry-level program
of Boy Scouts, geared towards younger boys (and now
girls!) aged 7-11. According to Boy Scouts of America,
it is now up to each individual Cub Scout pack to decide
whether to remain all-boy, create an all-girl pack, or

have a mixed pack, but girls and boys will be placed in
separate dens (subdivisions of a pack consisting of six
to seven members that meet more frequently). For the
all-girl program beginning in 2019,
girls will be able to work towards
achieving the “Eagle Scout rank”,
which is the highest honor a boy
scout can achieve. Girls will not be
allowed to join a boy scout troop,
and will instead be part of their
own all-girl troop as they work
towards this honor.
Why these decisions? According
to Boy Scouts of America, its board
unanimously approved these decisions after large appeal to be a more
inclusive organization and due to
numerous requests from families
to allow girls to participate in its
programs. Although critics argue
that the primary reason for these decisions is dwindling
membership, it’s hard to completely agree with that
since Boy Scouts has been doing better than its main
competition, the Girl Scouts, in recent years. Furthermore, kids today are more involved in non scout-related
extracurricular activities than in past years, so it’s understandable that there has been a decrease in membership.
As you can guess, these decisions have set a heavy
weight on Girl Scouts of America, which has, and continues to stand by its girls-only motto. On a recent blog
post titled “Girl Scouts is the Leadership Expert”, which
was published the same day the Boy Scouts announcement was made, the organization indirectly targets the
two new programs the Boy Scouts has announced by
saying that “no one does girl leadership better than we
do” (reference to girls being able to participate in Cub
Scout program and all-girls program) and by discussing the Girl Scout Gold Award by saying “it’s a top-tier
credential for girls as they enter their post-high school
lives, enabling to distinguish themselves in the college
admissions process, earn college scholarships, and enter
the military one rank higher” (reference to girls joining
Boy Scouts to achieve rank of Eagle Scout). According
to Girl Scouts of America, Boy Scouts of America did
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not approach or inform it of these decisions prior to
the announcement on the 11th. Girl Scouts of America leadership has accused the Boy Scouts of “running a
covert campaign to recruit girls”, according to NPR.
In my opinion, increasing inclusivity by providing
equal opportunities for girls to get involved is a great
decision made by Boy Scouts. We live in a very interconnected world, and being able to work with people of
the opposite sex is a very important skill. However, I do
not like how girls cannot be part of a Boy Scout troop.
The teenage years are when gender disparities become
more apparent, so it is even more crucial to have coed programs during those years than during younger
years. Furthermore, I think the idea of being called a
“boy scout” when you’re a girl is awkward. My hope is
that one day, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts will merge and
work together to come up with effective programs for both boys and girls since currently,
each of them has expertise on programs for a
particular gender. Several European countries
have merged their Boy and Girl Scout programs and have been very successful. Although
this seems unlikely to happen any time soon in
the United States due to long-time rivalry and
disagreement between the two organizations, I
believe that merging the organizations will be
the most effective in the long-run and hope that
it will happen one day.
Overall, what matters are the good intentions behind these decisions, and being a
scout-whether a girl scout or a boy scout- is
extremely honorable.

EXTRA WORK, EXTRA
CREDIT

By Lily Lowndes
It has been two years since the MMSD banned
teachers from giving extra credit, and many students are
still mourning the loss. Granted, not every teacher has
implemented this new policy in their classrooms, maybe
giving out a few bonus assignments here and there, but
most have flat out banned extra credit from their curriculum. As a student, I stand with those for extra credit,
because if used correctly, it can make a tremendous
change in the learning environment.
As each year of schooling progresses, the schoolwork
gets harder and harder. Balancing a rigorous schedule
with jobs, athletics, clubs, volunteering, and other extracurriculars gives high schoolers a very busy lifestyle.
24

It is tough to decide between taking a class that’s able to
challenge you, but requires additional time and effort
in order to be successful, versus taking an easy class,
which is only fun because you know you won’t have to
put as much effort in. Most students who choose to take
a harder class know the course outline and realize how
hard they have to work to do well.
Different people have different talents; some students
understand the material, but aren’t good test takers. Extra credit is a way to help those students who work hard
but struggle on tests get some leverage and raise their
grade. As long as it isn’t something random, like bringing in cookies for the class, I believe that an extra credit
project is fair game. By putting in additional effort outside of school to complete a bonus reading assignment,
science project, or math problem, you, as a student, are

proving your dedication to the class.. You are showing
that you want to improve,which is deserving of reward.
Giving extra credit oftentimes helps kids learn things
that they did not know before. For example, test corrections make the student look back at their test and analyze what mistakes they made, giving them an opportunity to explain the reasoning for the correct answer of a
question they got wrong. This increases the chance that
the material will stick in the student’s brain when they
come across it again on a midterm or final. To drive my
final point, test corrections are optional! The ones who
do the extra work to do corrections deserve the extra
points!
Extra credit is an effective learning tool that rewards
additional effort, improves comprehension of class material, and gives students an extra nudge forwards when
it comes down to the fine line between letter grades.
Extra credit is valuable to our schooling system, and
should be kept in our curriculum.

www.jmmswordandshield.com
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EPA RESTRICTIONS ROLLBACK: NOT WORTH IT

CPP will be on the coal industry. Coal production fell by
29% during the Obama Administration, and conservative groups estimated that the CPP would cost a quarter
million in jobs and shrink the industry by half. They
By Anika Sanyal
also estimated that repealing the CPP would save $33
Imagine a world plagued by hurricanes, floods,
billion due to avoided compliance costs. However, these
drought, and wildfires. This world has no clean air or
estimates are being challenged by environmental groups
water and is filled with disease and death. This world,
once filled with magnificent cities and lavish forests, has and others. Also, as of 2014, the coal industry employs
been drowned by water. This ghastly world could be our approximately 76,572 people. This estimate is less than
half of the number of people employed by car washes.
home because of global warming.
Since 1880, the average temperature of the Earth has Even Arby’s employs more people than the coal indusrisen by 0.8 degrees Celsius and is still increasing. While try does. So even if Trump were to increase the size of
this may seem like an insubstantial amount, the increase the coal industry, it’s likely that the size of the industry
will still be less than the number of people employed by
will have devastating effects on our economy, weather,
retail shoe companies and therefore the impact on our
environment, cities, and daily life. The United States is
country and world would be minimum.
the second largest emitter of greenhouse gasses, surOn the other hand, the Clean Power Plan ensured
passed only by China. However, China has agreed as a
a large amount of positive change. Power plants conpart of the Paris agreement to cut its emissions by 60%
tribute to 40% of carbon
by 2030 and has emerged
dioxide emissions. The
as a leader in the fight
CPP set targets for states to
against global warming.
reduce their carbon dioxide
But what have we done as
emissions by shifting away
the 2nd largest contribufrom coal-fueled power.
tor to global warming to
The long term impact of
fight against it?
the CPP was to help reduce
The answer is very litthe United States’ impact
tle. In actuality, the United
on global warming, the
States has recently pulled
severity of which is often
out and repealed many of
underestimated. Global
the attempts by the Obama
warming is a force to be
Administration to curb
reckoned with and should not be disregarded.
greenhouse gas emissions. The most recent of these inPerhaps one of the most well known impacts globcluded repealing the Clean Power Plan (CPP). The CPP
was an act passed by the Obama administration that was al warming has had on our climate is an increase in
designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from pow- temperatures and climate disasters- including wilder plants and coal industries, which contribute to a third fires, hurricanes, severe storms, drought, and floodof the United States’ total greenhouse gas emissions. As ing. Between 2011 and 2015, the annual average cost
for natural disasters was $10.8 billion. An increase in
of this moment, the Repealment has been halted by the
natural calamities could cost us billions more. Not only
Supreme Court. The head of the Environmental Prothis, but the changing climate could result in a spike
tection Agency (EPA), Scott Pruitt, worked to repeal
in morbidity rates in the United States and around the
the Clean Power Plan on the basis that this “would also
world. Global warming will cause some areas to become
facilitate the development of U.S. energy resources and
extremely hot and dry, and others much warmer and
reduce unnecessary regulatory burdens associated with
wetter. Extreme heat kills more people than hurricanes,
the development of those resources.” The question is:
are the supposed positive effects of the repealment justi- tornadoes, floods, and lightning combined, and more
fiable in the face of the long term consequences that this humid and hot weather helps the spread of foodborne
will have not only on our environment, but also on our and waterborne diseases. It also aids in spreading insect
borne diseases such as ebola. Wetter weather leads to
society and the world?
the contamination of water and air, and promotes mold.
The main positive business impact of repealing the
www.jmmswordandshield.com
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Global warming is also linked to higher wildlife and marine life extinction rates. It causes more acidic oceans,
which impacts the seafood industry. As the world’s ice
sheets melt, the rising water levels threaten to drown
entire island nations and cities. By 2100, cities such as
New York, Los Angeles, Miami, Mumbai, Sydney, and
Rio de Janeiro could be facing extreme danger.
With all of this in mind, it is tragic that the United
States, as the 2nd largest contributor to global warming, has decided that the best course of action against
this threat is to repeal the CPP and other similar plans
that hope to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. On the
basis that it will supposedly help the coal industry and
also help the economy grow, the EPA has decided that
the Clean Power Plan is unbeneficial to our world. The
United States will ultimately suffer greatly because of
this. I encourage all of those who made and support this
decision to ask themselves: was it worth it?

REPEALING OF CLEAN
POWER PLAN: STEP IN
THE RIGHT DIRECTION

By Leah Vredenbregt
Scott Pruitt, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, is taking stand for the American
people. His repealing of the Clean Power Plan (referred
to from now on as CPP) will provide the American people with economic benefits and fairness.
In August of 2015, during his second term, President
Obama announced his plan for the CPP. The policy
put restrictions on carbon emissions. While it was all
done in an attempt to make the air cleaner, the CPP did
not provide enough to make it a worthwhile solution.
What the CPP did was essentially put restrictions on the
amount of emissions allowed from a power plant. This
act hurt the coaling community deeply. According to
the Energy Information Administration, 16 percent of
the nation’s energy comes from coal. The coal industry
fell by 29% during the Obama administration. While

that may not seem like a lot, many coal workers live in
small towns where coal is one of the few economic stabilizers. West Virginia is a prime example, with small
mountain mining towns. Why should the EPA be able
to wipe out an entire industry?
In addition, 65% of all electricity comes from fossil
fuels, which is what the CPP was trying to put an end
to. So called “clean energy” is not the best option for
the consumer at this time. Even though Bloomberg
reported on January 2, 2017 that solar energy is cheaper than coal in some parts of the world, that is not true
for the world as a whole. It is not until 2025 that solar
energy is actually expected to be cheaper worldwide on
average. And, because that is an average, there are still
going to be areas where solar is still more expensive
than coal. The cost of solar power per month does not
take into account the the initial cost for a solar panel. The cost of installing a 5kW solar panel is about
$30,000 according to Solar Power Authority. Even
with a cheaper solar panel at around $18,000, the estimated payback period is 10 years.
Renewable, “clean” energy is too expensive for the
average consumer right now. In addition, coal workers
were left behind by the Obama administration when
the CPP was brought to the public in 2015.
If this were 2025 and solar energy was cheaper than
fossil fuels, maybe I would reconsider my positioning.
However, Scott Pruitt made his decision; the American
people deserve their jobs, and they deserve affordable
energy.

What do you think? Go to:
www.jmmswordandshield.com
to take part in our poll!
Want to submit YOUR opinion? Send it to:
memorialswordandshield@
gmail.com
26

www.jmmswordandshield.com

NOVEMBER 2017

THE IMPORTANCE OF
THANKSGIVING

unites us. I imagine that millions of Americans across the
United States celebrate it in a similar way, and believe that
it is truly a magical time for most.
The celebration of Thanksgiving is especially importBy Anika Sanyal
ant in our current political climate. We live in a time of
Each year on November 23rd, Americans across the
fear, hate, and political uncertainty. Our country is diUnited States gather with their families and friends to
vided and many of us disagree with our very own govcelebrate their blessings on a day called Thanksgiving.
ernment. Yet, on this one day, millions of people come
Thanksgiving is a day for us to celebrate what we are
together to celebrate. We celebrate what we are thankful
grateful for; a day for us to give back to the less forfor; we celebrate our family, our friends, our past, and
tunate. Some choose to see Thanksgiving as a day of
mourning that marks the massacre of Native Americans, our future. Just for one day, we forget about all the fear,
hate, and uncertainty. So, despite the bloody history,
and perhaps they are right. I absolutely agree with the
Thanksgiving is a day where we come together; where we
fact that the genocide of Native Americans was abhorcelebrate each other, and it is for all of these reasons that I
rent. And yes, Thanksgiving is based on many myths
and half-truths. Yet I choose celebrate Thanksgiving be- choose to celebrate Thanksgiving.
cause I believe that it is a time of reconciliation. Should
we not take a day to celebrate how lucky we are and
help the less fortunate?
Thanksgiving is one of the most celebrated holidays
By Danni Yang
in the United States. But how did it first come to be?
First established in 1863 by President Abraham LinAlthough there were several Thanksgiving celebrations coln, Thanksgiving has long been part of the American
during the early 1600’s, one of the most famous celetradition. However, is Thanksgiving really a good idea?
brations took place in 1621. After the first harvest, the
The terrible truth behind the holiday may change your
Pilgrims invited the Wampanoag Native Americans to
mind. The myth goes, as we all know it, that the Pilgrims
celebrate. The previous year's harvests had failed and
and the Indians got together to have one big feast to give
in the winter of 1620, famine was widespread. Memthanks. Thanks that the pilgrims survived another winter,
bers of the Wampanoag tribe took pity on the Pilgrims
and thanks to the Indians for saving the Pilgrims. Howand taught them how to grow corns, beans, squash,
ever, what the story leaves out is the terrible treatment
and raise seafood. All of this food was served during
the Native Americans received that still carries over into
the feast, and it is believed that no turkey was served.
modern day. The British colonists massacred millions of
Unfortunately, the budding relationship between the
Native Americans over land and resources. In addition,
settlers and the Native Americans deteriorated, resultthe arrival of the Europeans brought many diseases that
ing in a long and bloody history. It is for this reason that wiped out many Native American societies.
some view Thanksgiving as the day where settlers took
Thanksgiving does not represent the reality of the
advantage of the Native Americans and committed mass effects of European colonization. In our modern day
murder. Once again, I completely agree with this statesociety, Native Americans are one of the worst off in the
ment. But, each year, I still choose to celebrate Thanks- United States. Indians on reservations have a 39% poverty
giving. So why do I do this?
rate, and Indians not on reservation have a 26% poverty
Every year, on Thanksgiving, my family gathers
rate. Both higher than any of the other races. In addition,
around our dinner table to eat our feast. On the table are alcoholism runs high Native American communities. It
home cooked green beans, stuffing, mashed potatoes,
seems rather ironic that we celebrate about how Indians
and other traditional food that my family cooks togeth- and settlers helped each other, but the Indians were not
er. Before we eat, we go around the table and acknowlreally helped at all. Rather than a holiday or celebration,
edge what we are thankful for. After that, we dig into
thanksgiving should be a holiday of mourning.
the delicious food. We talk, joke, and laugh, and sometimes after dinner, we watch a family movie or play a
Visit out website:
game together. Given our busy schedules, Thanksgiving
is one of our favorite times of the year when the whole
www.jmmswordandshield.com
family can share dinner together. It is a holiday that

THANKSGIVING: NOT A
GOOD IDEA
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Congrats to JMM Drama for a great fall play!
“It hurts!”

Musical: Almost Maine
Director: Katrina Brunner
Student Directors: Leah
Vredenbregt, Kendra
James, Emma Sorenson,
Joe BonDurant, Aaron Liu
Stage Manager: Tess Lenzen

“My brother Paul says...”

Congratulations to the cast and crew of Memorial Theater Company’s Almost Maine on a
wonderful production. They put on 5 wonderful
shows that the school community enjoyed.
Katrina Brunner was welcomed as director for
her first production with MTC, and he also is
the drama director at Edgewood. Also new this
year is Mr. Davin Pickell, who was in charge of
the technical aspects of the show. The cast of 11
made the production a joy for everyone!
Psst… keep an eye out for the next show by MTC
in February, which will be the musical Curtains!

Top half of page: Aris Awes and Emma
Sorenson; Bottom half of page: Aaron Liu,
Izzy Malliet, and Chloe Baumbach
Want to get involved with the Winter Musical? Find us in Theater 300 @
3:45pm on Tuesdays!

~Leah Vredenbregt

“Villian.”

“Sad people drink for free”

