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REGISTRATION 2017

HELLO SPARTANS

and welcome (back) to School! For students
new to Memorial we are the Student Newspaper of JMM. Our job is to keep the Memorial
community informed about the latest news and
events.
In addition, we acknowledge spectacular students
involved in art, sports, music, clubs and much more! The
Sword and Shield team consists of two Co Editors-inChief, nine section editors, one operations manager, one
ALY RADER
incredible supervisor and countless contributors who keep
Arts & Entertainment
the Memorial community informed and entertained.
This past summer has been a whirlwind of excitement,
adventure and fun! The Solar Eclipse was an incredible
sight to behold, while many summer blockbusters were
released, along with new music from Taylor Swift, P!NK, Miley Cyrus and Ke$ha- and most importantly, Season 7 of Game of Thrones. While a large sum of us may be groaning at the prospect of
returning to another school year, we can look forward to many upcoming JMM events. Fall Sports
are already in action with many matches, meets, and games which are always in need of more support from fellow Spartan fans. In addition to sports, clubs are also beginning to meet and plan activities and events for the 2017-18 year. Let’s not throw away our shot for an amazing start to the new
school year!
STUDENT LIFE

4 // Mapping Out
Memorial
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Everything you need for
a smooth start

NEWS

9 // Harvey in Houston

What you can do to help
those affected by the
storm.

9 // 3 Other Stories
From 2017

What else happened last
year.

6 // Managing Classes
Tips from Memorial
students.

7// Spartan Lunch
Spots
A handy map.

8 // Join Spartan
Youth Service!

The volunteering club is
ready for new members.
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STUDENT LIFE

MAPPING OUT MEMORIAL

By Audrianna Wu
Pages 23-24 in your school planner show the layout of both the main level and second level of the school.
The map of the main level shows where to find your neighborhood center and other places. Your neighborhood
center is where you can find your neighborhood principal and secretary, pick up forms, and turn in paperwork
for absences. If you are not sure which neighborhood you are in, your school ID lists the name of your neighborhood principal.
Neighborhood Principals

Mr. Hendrickson (Fox Neighborhood)
Ms. Wesolek (Rock Neighborhood)
Ms. Filkins (Wisconsin Neighborhood)
Mr. Radloff (Wolf Neighborhood)
Based off of your neighborhood assignment and last name, you can double check who your counselor
is on page 4 of your planner. Your counselor assignment will also be listed at the bottom of your schedule in
Infinite Campus. In addition, look at pages 5 and 6 in your planner. There you can find information on how to
contact different adults and staff in the building about things ranging from bus tickets to visitor passes and work
permits.
4
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MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR MANAGING CLASSES
SCHOOL YEAR: A CHECKLIST By Evanka Annyapu
By Kelly Wu

It’s a new school year! There are a couple of things to
make sure you stay on top of classes and take advantage of all of
the opportunities Memorial has to offer.
Meet your counselor (you’ll probably meet them sometime within the first few weeks of school when they do
their Freshman/Sophomore/Junior/Senior checkups).
BONUS: Make a list of any scheduling or high school questions you may have as well as things you think your counselor
should know about you.
Join a club, or two, or five! Just make sure you are truly interested in what they are doing and are willing to invest
time and energy into them. Clubs help your college
resume, but they also help you find people who have
similar interests as you and help you grow your own interests
into hobbies and maybe even a future career.
BONUS: take on a leadership role in the club, whether it’s
being in charge of a specific project or designing the club tshirt.
Find your ideal place to do homework. Some people
work better alone but some get really distracted on
youtube if they don’t have friends around them also
studying. Find your ideal location that maximizes your productivity early on in the school year so that you can use it to
get work done throughout the school year. Is it at home or at
Barnes and Nobles? Are you listening to music faintly or is it
dead silent?
BONUS: write down a description of your ideal study space
on your phone so that you can recreate it when you’re travelling or in a different location.
Chat with your teacher casually. Your teacher is at
Memorial for a reason-they were hired because they
are knowledgeable in their subject. If you ever need
help, you should feel comfortable approaching your teacher
about the lesson. Additionally, if they know you even beyond
the classroom, they may understand if you have difficulties
completing homework because of a sport or a family issue.
BONUS: Don’t use your phone or do other homework in
class, it’s really disrespectful and will make for mediocre college
recs if you do decide on them as a rec.
6
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“Use your planner! It’s really handy to
keep track of your test dates and due
dates.”

“Don’t be afraid to go in during the last
20 minutes of lunch or anytime to go in
and talk to your teacher.”:

“Take advantage of group study sessions (especially for those taking AP/
Honors classes!).”

“Come to class with all the materials
you need.”
“Survive.”

Quotes gathered from JMM Spartans

SPARTAN LUNCH SPOTS
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JOIN SPARTAN YOUTH
SERVICE

By Shruti Sathish
Spartan Youth Service, or “SYS”, is the largest
volunteering club at Memorial! Last year, the club had
215 members and a grand total of 5,132 service hours!
This year, the club is pushing itself even further with a
goal of 250 members and 5,800 total service hours!

With six unique and equally amazing committees
planning and organizing a plethora of events, everyone is sure to find something they are interested in! If
you want to be involved with food drives and organizations that help the homeless in our community,
Helping Hands is the committee for you! If you enjoy
working with the elderly, and are looking forward
to events at places such as the Oakwood Retirement
Home, Seniors is where you belong! Paws fur A Cause
works with organizations that help animals in our
community, and Youth 4 Youth focuses on working
with elementary
schools in the Memorial attendance area
and other organizations that work to
benefit the youth. If
you like helping out
our community as a
whole, Community
is the committee for
you, with many fun
and exciting events
at organizations
such as WPT and
Reach-A-Child. Last
but not least, Spartan
Green is the committee for those of you interested in
environmental projects and helping to plan this year’s
SPIRIT Day (SYS’s biggest and annual all-day volun8
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teering event in April). No matter which committee
you decide to be a part of, members can sign up for
events from any committee in the club. So, if you’re
in Youth for Youth, but want to sign up for the Senior
Bingo Night at Oakwood Village, you are more than
welcome do so!

There are many reasons you should join SYS-apart
from exciting volunteering opportunities, the club
tracks your hours for you, and studies have shown
that volunteers live longer and healthier. Volunteering helps establish strong relationships, and it looks
good on college applications. The feeling you experience when you volunteer is extremely precious and is
something all youth should experience!
The first club meeting will be Wednesday, September 13th right after school (3:45) in the WISCONSIN
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER. Yes, there is a location
change. Meetings will NOT be held in the Fishbowl/
Fox River Center this year. Come to learn more about
the club! There will also be snacks! Be sure to join the
SYS Facebook page (JMM SYS) and follow SYS on
Instagram at jmm.sys to stay updated!

NEWS
HARVEY IN
HOUSTON

By Evanka Annyapu
In Houston, Texas,
it came to the situation
where 911 wouldn’t take
any calls. Where people
woke up out of bed in
ankle-deep water. Where
almost 50 inches of water
destroyed millions of
homes.
Hurricane Harvey
brewed in the Gulf of
Mexico, near the coast of
Texas. All the warnings
were taken seriously as
people had already seen
the results of Hurricane
Katrina. As Harvey barrelled through Texas, it
unloaded extremely heavy
rain across the city of
Houston, while heavily
damaging coastal cities
like Corpus Christi and
Rockport.
President Trump declared Hurricane Harvey
as a national emergency
and the National Guard
has been responding to
a number of situations.
These catastrophic floods
have pushed many out of
their homes and into the
streets. Whether they’re
using their boats to survive or trying to deal with
what they have at home,
Houston needs help. A
number of houses have
been torn down and local
news stations have been
requested to evacuate due
to the floods. And worse
of all, the storm doesn’t
end in a day. Named as
the first major US hurricane in over a decade, this
Category 3 hurricane is

OPINIONS
taking things by a storm.
This hurricane is supposed to be just about the
same intensity as Hurricane Katrina in ‘05, but
lasting over 5 days. The
treacherous winds and
rains have been creating
a sight of distress and
helplessness. To help these
storm victims, look at what
you can do:
- Contact the Red Cross
[an organization that
provides emergency
assistance and disaster
relief] by calling 1-800RED CROSS or texting
HARVEY to 90999 to make
a $10 donation.
- Salvation Army Emergency Disaster Services can be contacted
at 1-800-SAL-ARMY or
donations can be made
online, helpsalvationarmy.
org.
- Austin Pets Alive!: Don’t
forget about the animals!
As of August 26th, over
235 animals have been
transported to this shelter.
- Donations can be made
through www.austinpetsalive.org/ hurricane-harvey-evacuations/
- Donate to Feeding
Texas to help fund more
food banks across necessary regions at donatenow.networkforgood.org/
feeding-texas.
*Data from August 27, 2017

CONFEDERATE
STATUES
By Amit Rajesh

both economically and morally crushed.
So it makes
sense that here
The recent events in
is when the first confedCharlottesville, Virginia
erate tributes were made.
have sparked questions
However, these were not
over racism and the right grand monuments-- they
to free speech in the
were memorials created
United States, questions
for the Confederate solthat will be hotly debated diers who fought and died
for a long time to come.
for their country. From
But it can be easy to for1865-1890, about 84 meget that the central cause
morials were formed to
of the entire conflict was
honor these soldiers. This
disagreement about the
is very understandable,
fate of a giant statue of
as the South lost close to
Robert E Lee situated in
300,000 lives during the
the center of the city. This course of the war. Simiraises another important lar memorials appeared
debate, on Confederate
in the North during this
statues and their place in
time as well.
this country. This article
However, these monuwill discuss why and
ments are not what is
when these Confederbeing debated today. It’s
ate statues were created,
the ones that appear later
what they stand for, and
on. From 1890-1980, the
finally whether they beamount of Confederate
long in the United States
monuments in America
or not.
skyrocketed. These were
From 1861-1865, the
not cemeteries or meConfederate States of
morials, they were grand
America fought against
statues made to honor
United States of America and even glorify the Conin a war that killed more
federate leaders. Not only
Americans than World
that, but the vast majority
War 1, World War 2, and of these statues were built
the wars in Vietnam, Ko- during two specific time
rea, Afghanistan, and Iraq periods: 1900-1920 and
did combined. It was the
1955-1965. The ‘reconmost destructive conflict
ciliation’ of the North
in North American histo- and the South took place
ry. When it was over, the
during the first time
United States emerged
period. As part of the
victorious, the Confedreconciliation, the North
eracy was dissolved and
was very lenient in letting
its states were forced back the South to build special
into the Union.
monuments honoring
In the years immeditheir Confederate leaders
ately following the end
and symbols. But this was
of the war, the South was also a time where
September Sword & Shield 2017
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African-Americans in the
South were getting disenfranchised by whites from
their positions of power
in the Reconstruction Era,
with “black codes” and
voting restrictions being
enforced to limit their
rights. This was also the
start of the age of segregation, as the Plessy vs
Ferguson Supreme Court
case, which lead to the
“separate but equal” doctrine, happened in 1896.
One could argue that
these monuments were
created not just to honor
Confederate leaders, but
to intimidate AfricanAmericans and remind
them of their very recent
past. This idea gains more
traction when looking at
the second time
period,
when the
civil rights
movement took
place. The
sudden
spike of
monuments being created during
that time
period
eliminates
doubt and makes it pretty
clear that most Confederate statues were made
to impose fear into the
African-American community as they fought for
their rights.
But, for the sake of
argument, let’s say these
statues were made with
no clear connection to
African-Americans.
Would a large statue of
Stonewall Jackson built in
the 1860s be acceptable?
This is a much trickier
question to answer. Those
who oppose the statutes
say that a society built off
10

the backs slaves should
definitely not be glorified.
While slavery was undoubtedly a terrible thing,
this argument by itself has
problems. Because while
the North did not have
slavery, they certainly did
not treat African-Americans as equal citizens. In
1860, 19 out of 24 Northern states did not allow
blacks to vote, and could
not even give testimony
in 10. The “Separate but
equal” doctrine in 1894
was a supreme court
decision, meaning segregation of schools and
other institutions was
legal everywhere. White
riots happened in almost
every major northern city.
So blacks led freer lives

country. They were rebels
to the United States. They
are the ones who started
the Civil War, and they
lost. Their soldiers can
(and should) be honored
for their bravery and
sacrifice, but why should
the (slaveholding) leaders
who left the United States
and started this war be
honored so grandly?
Finally, museums, history textbooks and more
have documented and
written extensively about
the Civil War and the
Confederacy. Removing
statues from city squares
will most definitely not
erase our history.
In short, Confederate
statues is very difficult
topic to discuss, but the

in the North, but they
were still marginalized
and treated terribly. If the
Confederacy is being held
responsible for mistreating and exploiting blacks,
shouldn’t the North be
held responsible for this
too, albeit to a lesser
extent? But no one is
discussing whether to take
down Northern statues.
An argument against
the statues that does not
have a counter, however,
is the fact that Confederacy seceded from the
rest of the United States
and formed their own

fact that Confederate
leaders were rebels to
the United States, and
that most were built well
after the Civil War ended
to intimidate AfricanAmericans as they were
fighting for their rights,
makes a compelling case
that large statues of Confederate leaders indeed do
not belong in this country. The recent actions in
Baltimore, Charlottesville
and other cities to remove
Confederate symbols
seems to indicate that our
country seems to agree,
even if our President
doesn’t.
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THREE
OTHER
STORIES
FROM 2017:

By Amit Rajesh
3.) Eclipse
The eclipse on August
21st was the first total
eclipse America has experienced since 1979, and
could be seen throughout
the continental United
States. It made for a huge
event, although many
non-cautious viewers
now have eye damage.
2.) Obamacare fight
Republicans and
Democrats clashed
for much of the summer over the fate of
ObamaCare. While
the Republican’s new
bill passed through the
House, it was stifled
by the Senate and a
last-ditch attempt by
Senate Republicans
was killed by a decisive Nay from Sen.
John McCain.
1.) Opioid crisis
On August 10th,
President Trump declared
America’s opioid crisis
a “national emergency”.
Close to 2 million Americans are addicted to
opioids, and an estimated
59,000 died from opioid
overdose in America in
2016. Recent studies show
these numbers are probably underestimates. It
truly is an epidemic.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
SUMMER
MOVIE
REVIEWS
By Lauryn Anthony

Atomic Blonde

If there is one word to
describe this
spy thriller,
it’s “cool”.
Although the
plot is hard to
follow even
for the most
observant
viewer, everything else is so
entertaining
that it’s hard to be bothered. Charlize Theron
(Mad Max Fury Road,) is
enchanting as the aloof
M16 agent Lorraine. The
most fun moments are
Theron fighting bad guys
in well choreographed
scenes. But the best thing
about this movie is the
look. Atomic Blonde
is filled with gorgeous
cinematography, evable
costumes, and a killer
soundtrack. The film
enchants you with all of
this so well that you don’t
care that you have no
idea what is going on.

Baby Driver

In director Edgar
Wright’s (Shaun of the
Dead, Scott Pilgrim vs. the

World) newest film, getaway driver, Baby (Ansel
Elgort), attempts to leave
his life of crime, but finds
out that may be more
difficult than he thought.
If this movie had been
made by someone else it
could easily be confused
with the latest Fast and
Furious, but
Wright brings
his unique
style that
makes the
movie unique.
With a great
soundtrack,
clever writing, and exciting car chases; Baby
Driver is one of the best
movies of the summer.

The Big Sick

Based on a true story,
the Big Sick follows

Kumail Nanjiani (playing himself) and Emily V.
Gordon (played by Zoe
Kazan) through the beginning of their relationship, the culture clash that
comes between them, the

breakup that
follows, and
the illness
that puts
Emily in a
medically induced coma.
Despite the
bleak premise, the film’s
tone is light hearted.
However, the film’s tone
does occasionally become
more sad as Emily doesn’t
improve and Kumail is
forced to face his family’s expectations. The
Big Sick doesn’t let the
subject matter kill the
humor, and delivers a
laugh out loud romcom
with heart.

Glass Castle

The Glass Castle is based
off of the 2005 memoir by
Jeannette Walls (played by
Brie Larson) that chronicles her upbringing by her
poor parents, focusing on
the relationship with her
father (played by Woody
Harrelson). Although
Glass Castle is beauti-

fully shot and well
acted; the movie
ends up betraying
the gray area the
movie had built by
putting her father
in a positive light
despite the abuse
that is shown.

Logan Lucky

Channing Tatum (21
Jump Street, Magic Mike)
and Adam
Driver
(Star Wars:
The Force
Awakens,
Girls) star
in this
heist film
as brothers
who plot to steal money
from the Charlotte Motor
Speedway after one of
them is fired from his job
working in the underground system under the
race track. Logan Lucky
was a fun movie to close
off the summer. Director
Steven Soderbergh (Magic
Mike, Ocean’s Eleven)
creates a movie that has a
plot as interesting as it is
laugh-out-loud funny.
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HOROSCOPES

By Sam Bartkowiak & Sara Sheibani
Virgo (August 23-September 22)
This month is forecasted that your health will be fabulous this month. You’ll be focusing on
maintaining your fitness with good exercise and diet plans. This will result in
improvement of your life and will enhance your confidence and vitality.
Libra (September 23-October 22)
With the start of a new school year you may be feeling mixed emotions of excitement and uncertainty. Don’t let the uncertainty control you. You are capable of accomplishing what you put
you put your mind to if you let yourself. Look within yourself and figure out what you want, not
what you believe others want for you.
Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Don’t let these sudden changes distract you from the stability you found over the summer. Try to
connect with those around you on more than a superficial level, though at first it may be difficult
you will later see the importance. Stay strong as September may throw many things your way.
Let these bumps help you improve yourself instead of defeating you.
Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
September is a month for you to look around you and examine the relationships
in your life. Find what may be holding you back from determining and working on your long
term goals. Use this knowledge to further yourself and make yourself happy. Through all this
work you may even find a new companion.
Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
Now is the time to try to better yourself, not only for your benefit, but also for those you care
about. Don’t be afraid to accept help from those around you- this shows your strength. Overall,
this month will be what you make of it. Just make sure not to depend on others to decide how it
will go. ( January 20 to February 18)
Aquarius

Though there may be some rough waves you will have to go through this month,
there will also be good times. Don’t waste time waiting for the ball to drop. Just go and do what
will make you happy. Much of what you have been holding in will be released and you will be
able to start the school year with no baggage and a refreshing attitude.
Pisces (February 19 to March 20)
It may feel like your accomplishments over the summer don’t matter anymore, but
don’t let that bother you. Ignore your worries and adapt to your new schedule like you have in
the past. Accept guidance from those who truly want to help you this year instead of overthinking
everything. With some determination you will be able to do what you put your mind to.

Aries (Mar 21 - April 19)
Your priorities from domestic concerns will change to professional goals—this can cause you to
use your emotional strength to accomplish objectives. Don’t forget about others though. Social
contact from people will help play a key role in accomplishing your objectives.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)
Your house of family is very powerful this month, so attend to any domestic problems to help enhance your psychological strength. Planet Mars this month is making you more
independent and aggressive, so use that to your advantage to overcome issues you believe you
have.
Gemini May 21-June 20)
Your house of others dominates your house of self this month, so you should exercise your social
skills to obtain your objectives in life. Expanding your social network will help you easily get
things done throughout September. Use your personality to enjoy this month.
September Sword & Shield 2017
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Cancer ( June 21-July 22)
The house of family is dominant for you this month, so domestic concerns are on your agenda. Don’t
worry though, because you will have the support of family members throughout your ventures. You
cannot control any situation, so allow things to happen and hope for the best.
Leo ( July 23-August 22)
This month, you aim for enhancement of your psychological strength. Your planetary strength
will cause your independence to be at full force and you can decide what you want in life, and go
after those goals.
When/where are auditions being held?
Who can audition?
By Aly Rader with Audrey Accardo & Emma Sorenson
Auditions are being held on September 11th and 12th,
with callbacks on the 13th! Students should prepare a
What changes are in store for the drama department this
one minute contemporary monologue to perform for
year?
Katrina and the student directors, and ANYONE can
While many are sad to lose Mr. Hardin to retirement,
audition!
the Drama Department is more than excited to welWhat kinds of actors is the director looking for?
come Katrina Brunner as Memorial’s new director!
Katrina and Student Directors are looking for actors
With her past experience as a director, we totally exwho can establish a true connection to others on stage,
pect her to bring many new ideas to the table including no matter their previous acting experience.
student directors and a new audition format.
What are the show dates?
What is the Fall show “Almost Maine” about?
Show dates are October 20th, 21st, 26th, 27th, and
Almost Maine is a series of vignettes about differ28th.
ent people in a town called Almost, Maine. All the
Why should people come and see the show?
vignettes occur on the same night, and while all do
Almost Maine is very relatable, comedic and heart
include humor, each story presents a unique take surtouching, having something for everyone who comes
rounding love.
to see the show.
What is unique about the show? Has Memorial Theatre
How can people get involved with the JMM drama departCompany done this show before?
ment?
What is most unique about this show is the variety of
Come to the Drama Department’s Tuesday Meetings
roles and challenges in each story, so actors with more to learn more! The first two will be held on September
experience can partake in more challenging roles while 12th and 19th. If one doesn’t like to perform onstage,
newcomers can start with some fun and easier roles!
feel free to join tech! The first tech meeting will occur
Another thing that is unique is that it will be partially
the morning of the 12th before school.
directed by Memorial students themselves!
Switch, PS4, Xbox One, and Microsoft Windows. Is the
game worth it? Let’s find out!
Sonic Mania has some of the best gameplay in the
series.
Part of the reason why is that it features conBy Michael Rehani
tent from past games. For example, the game has eight
One time, I was almost arrested for shoplifting. I
zones from past games and four new. These zones are
was at Gamestop getting a new game and I found
large levels that each feature two acts, which are parts
one called Sonic Advance 3, which I decided to get. I
of the zone. The idea is similar to how Mario Kart has
rushed out of the store to tell my family that I wanted
the game (I was six and did not know any better). After 16 tracks from past games and 16 new tracks- only
without all the rage quitting and destroyed friendships.
my family explained that it was a mistake and that I
was not a shoplifter, I got the game. I played it as soon Another similarity is that the game has multiplayer;
friends can either complete the story together or race
as I arrived home and did not stop for hours. Because
to complete stages. I love this idea, as it adds quite a bit
of this, I was delighted to hear that the game Sonic
of content to the game. If I already finished the story, I
Mania would be released on August 15, 2017. The
can do it all over again, this time with a friend to find
game, which goes for $19.99 is the newest addition to
the series. It features elements from past games as well hidden secrets and Chaos Emeralds. Chaos Emeralds
are hidden elements found in acts of the game.
as new features and can be played on the Nintendo

ALMOST MAINE Q&A

SONIC’S GOTTA GO FAST
IN SONIC MANIA
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SONIC’S GOTTA GO FAST
IN SONIC MANIA

However, if all the Chaos Emeralds are collected, a
new boss named King Heavy is unlocked. King Heavy,
another boss of the game, ends up betraying his ally,
Doctor Eggman. As a result, Sonic now has to defeat
the new boss as well. Honestly, at this point, I am just
waiting for this to be featured in the next Top 10 Anime Betrayals video. Overall, I enjoyed the story, it was
just as good as the gameplay.
Sonic Mania was recently released at a retail price
of $19.99. Is it worth it? Definitely, whether you are a
long time fan or a newcomer, this game is an incredibly fun experience. Players will love playing with their
friends and spend countless hours looking for that one
Chaos Emerald that you just cannot find in utter frustration (okay not all of it is fun). A nice feature of the
game is that it works on Windows computers, so it is
available to a wide range of people, not just those who
have video game consoles. For those who own Apple
computers, well, this is their punishment for choosing
Apple over Windows. When the game first came out, I
rushed to Gamestop and got this game. Only this time,
I was not almost arrested as a shoplifter.

WHAT WE
MADE HER
DO

Even though she is trying to be intimidating and
the song is meant as a
warning to her rivals Katy
Perry, Kim Kardashian,
and Kanye West, I still
found it very childish. She
puts it very simply, singing “No, I don’t like you”,
and during the speaking
interlude she says: “I’m
sorry, the old Taylor
can’t come to the phone
right now. Why? Oh,
‘cause she’s dead!”. Talking about herself in third
person and saying her old
personality died seems
so silly to me. Instead
of becoming a stronger
person and learning from
the past, she doesn’t want
to move forward. Swift is
still hanging onto her old
mistakes and feuds. She is
blaming everyone else for

By Michael Rehani
(SPOILER) If they are all collected, an alternate ending
is unlocked. Like the multiplayer aspect, this gives me
a reason to continue playing the game even after beating it, which is a very good idea. In the game, you can
play as Sonic, Knuckles, or Tails. Overall, the gameplay
for Sonic Mania is incredible. However, is the good
gameplay counteracted with a bad story?
The story for Sonic Mania follows a very familiar
pattern. The main villain, otherwise known as the boss,
is Doctor Eggman. Eggman has used a new source
called Phantom Ruby to not only create an army of
machines called Hard Boiled Heavies, but also to transport Sonic, Knuckles, and Tails to different locations
and times. This would explain why there are many
returning and original stages in the game. I liked this
explanation as it not only makes sense, but it shows
that the writers really put thought into the plot. Sonic,
Knuckles, and Tails need to defeat Eggman and his
army before he uses the Phantom Ruby to do horrible
damage to the planet. As previously mentioned there
are 2 endings in the game. (SPOILER) The normal ending includes defeating Eggman and saving the world.
trusts her. This could be
a precursor to something
bigger, or an exposé on
people who have crossed
TS.
Taylor Swift dropped
By Lily Lowndes
the anticipated music
video accompaniment to
Taylor Swift has just
Look What You Made
dropped the first single
Me Do during the MTV
for her new album that
VMAs, and people were
fans have waited three
shook. The lavish music
years for. The track,
video shifts from twelve
Look What You Made
different scenes, where
Me Do, is a heavy hitting
she reclaims the very
response to how Swift is
things the media scruportrayed in the media.
tinized her for. No one
She is showing a shift
expected her to acknowlfrom her more demure,
edge her bad press, yet
take it as it comes victim
Swift has blatant referrole, and putting on a
ences to her squad, the I
more serious, ready for
heart T.S. shirt, the snake
vengeance persona. She
emoji, last year’s grammy
sings about karma, a list
of names- a supposed hit acceptance speech, and
her fight against Apple
list, and how she doesn’t
Music.
trust anyone and no one
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her decision to keep fighting with Katy and Kimye.
That said, the song is
pretty catchy, and has
already broke records and
has become a hit. According to Entertainment
Weekly, Taylor now holds
the record for the most
viewed lyric video debut
with 19 million views on
YouTube in its first 24
hours on the site. It is a
huge commercial success too, as within half an
hour of the song’s release,
it was on the top of the
iTunes charts.
For now it seems like
we have to wait and see
what is next for Taylor
Swift and what exactly
we made her do.

SPORTS
TOP FIVE REASONS TO
JOIN A SPORT!

By Lily Lowndes and Rahima Osman
There are so many benefits to joining a sport, and
that if you aren’t already a student athlete, you should
consider becoming one. Here are the top five reasons
to join a sport.
1) There are a total of 25 sports programs, and 7
club sports, so there is something for everyone to participate in. JMM has Cross Country, Tennis, Soccer,
Golf, Swimming, Football, Volleyball, Hockey, Basketball, Baseball, Softball, Track and Field, Girls Gymnastics, Poms, Cheerleading and Boys Wrestling. In terms
of club sports, there is the Ski and Snowboarding
Team, Lacrosse, Rugby, and Ultimate Frisbee. With all
these choices, you can’t lose!
2) Sports are a great way to be involved in the
school community. I’ve made some great friends with
people that I wouldn’t have met if I didn’t do a sport.
3) If you play a full season of your sport either your
junior year, or fall of your senior year, you are able
to waive a half credit of gym. This is great for anyone
with a busy course schedule who needs to free up some
space, or those who haven’t completed their 1.5 credits
of gym.
4) No cut sports. If you want to do a sport, but are
worried about being cut from the team, there are
plenty of sports that keep all their athletes who want
to participate, including Football, Tennis, Track and
Field, Cross Country, Girl’s Soccer, Cheerleading, Ski
and Snowboarding Team, Ultimate Frisbee, Lacrosse,
Rugby, and Boy’s Wrestling. You don’t have to make
Varsity to keep playing these sports!
5) Your first year in a sport doesn’t have to be as a
freshman. Plenty of people join after their freshman
year. So, if you missed a sign up, or were too busy for a
sport, you can always sign up next year!
Overall, there are many benefits to doing a sport
including college app activities, a healthy lifestyle and
new friendships. Why not become a student athlete
today?

GET ONE MORE

By Lily Lowndes
The Cross Country season has gotten off to a great
start for both the girl’s and boy’s teams. These long
distance runners have been getting into shape through
summer running, and are looking good only three
weeks in.
So far, the teams have been pretty busy, volunteering
at the Madison Mini Marathon, had their time trials, and the girls had their first meet Saturday August
26th at Watertown. They ran hard, and performed
really well. Sixty-two girls ran in the meet, and they
had three lifetime PR’s running this course. Although
they didn’t take the meet, six girls placed in the top 30:
Corra Griffin, Isabel Eigenberger, Maya Casanova,
Lauren Schmitt, Claire Reid, and Quinlann Jones.
Their performance allowed Memorial to take home
3rd place, which is a great finish.
The two Cross Country teams will be coming together for the Verona Invitational. It is a hilly course, but
our athletes will show up to work hard and hopefully,
as their slogan says, “get one more” win!

SUPPORT OUR SPARTANS
By Rahima Osman
Football @ 7pm
Sept 15th vs. Madison East @ Breese Stevens Field
Sept 22nd vs. Sun Prairie @ Cardinals Height Upper
Sept 28th vs. Janesville Craig HHS @ Janesville Craig
Boys Soccer @ 7 pm
Sept 12th vs. Verona Area @ Mansfield Stadium
Sept 14th vs. Madison LaFallotte @ Mansfield Stadium
Sept 19th vs. Madison East @ Breese Stevens Field
Sept 26th vs. Sun Prairie @ Sun Prairie HHS
Sept 28th vs. Oconomowoc @ Oconomowoc HS
Sept 30th vs. Oregon @ Oregon High School
Oct 3rd vs. Janesville Craig @ Janesville Craig
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Girls Swimming @ 5pm
Sept 15th vs. Madison East @ Madison East
Sept 19th vs. Sun Prairie @ Sun Prairie HHS
Sept 28th vs. Janesville Craig HHS @ Janesville Craig

PREP PROFILE: DEVIKA
KAMATH

Boys Cross Country @ 4pm
Sept 12th @ Lake Farm County Park
Sept 23rd Invite @ Blackhawk Golf Course @ 9am

Q: Who are the captains this year?
A: Amulya Suresh, Evanka Annyapu, Kelly Wu, Devika
Kamath, and Anna Hubbard.

Girls Cross Country
Sept 12th @ Lake Farm County Park @ 4 pm
Sept 23rd Invite @ Blackhawk Golf Course @ 9am

Q: When is the next game?
A: Sept 6th→ against Middleton, 7th→ Sun Prairie,
12th→ Craig, 14th→ Parker. 15th→ Waunakee invite,
19th→ Beloit, 23rd→ Oshkosh and 27th &28th→ Big 8
conference.

Boys Volleyball @ 6:30 pm
Sept 13th vs. Madison West @ Madison Memorial
Sept 19th vs. Beloit Memorial @ Madison Memorial
Sept 26th vs. Madison East @ Madison East
Oct 4th vs. Middleton @ Middleton HS
Girls Volleyball @ 6:30 pm
Sept 12th vs. Verona Area @ Madison Memorial
Sept 14th vs. Madison LaFallotte @ Madison Memorial
Sept 16th Invite @ Middleton High School @ 8am
Sept 19th vs. Madison East @ Madison East
Sept 23rd Quad @ Portage High School @ 9am
Sept 26th vs. Sun Prairie @ Sun Prairie HHS
Sept 28th vs. Janesville Craig HHS @ Janesville Craig
Oct 3rd vs. Janesville Parker @ Madison Memorial
Oct 5th vs. Beloit @ Madison Memorial
Girls Tennis @ 4 pm
Sept 12th vs. Janesville Craig @ Palmer Park Courts
Sept 14th vs. Janesville Parker @ Madison Memorial
Sept 15th vs. Verona Area @ Madison Memorial
Sept 19th vs. Beloit Memorial @ Madison Memorial
Sept 23rd Invite @ Oshkosh West @ 8:30 am
Sept 27th Conference Meet @ Nielsen Tennis Courts
@ 9:30 am
Sept 28th Conference Meet @ Nielsen Tennis Courts
@ 2pm
Girls Golf
Sept 11th vs. Janesville Craig @Riverside Golf Course
@ 2pm
Sept 16th Invite @ Riverside Golf Course @ 7:30 am
Sept 19th Conference Meet @ Evansville Golf Course
@ 8:30 am
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By Ruchi Shah

Q: What are some bonding activities that the team does
(off court or on court)?
A: Potlucks, team sleepover and team dinners.
Q: What advice should you give to the freshmen, who are
playing this year?
A: Try your best and get to know everyone and that
there’s always room for improvement, HAVE FUN!!!
Q: Do any players have the intention of playing tennis
beyond high school career?
A: Not as a career but they’re considering it as a college sport or as a club.
Q: When does the regular season come to an end?
A: In October.
Q: Any tennis player that we should look out for?
A: We have a pretty strong team this year, I wouldn’t
necessarily pick a specific person because our team is
overall pretty strong.
‘
JMM GIRLS TENNIS

THE FIGHT OF THE
SUMMER

By Lily Lowndes
Professional welterweight, Floyd “Money” Mayweather vs. Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) fighter Conor
McGregor was something people had been anticipating all year. It was really hyped up, getting a lot of
attention from both the boxing and MMA worlds.
Mayweather even came out of retirement for the fight
to beef up his astounding record of 49 wins and zero
losses to an even 50 wins.
McGregor seemed to have the upper hand, being 12
years younger, one inch taller, and having a reach of
74” vs Mayweather’s 72”. Statistically McGregor had
the upper hand. He had the confidence of a champion
to boot, screaming in Floyd’s face at the weigh ins, and
trash talking to the media. Despite all of that, coming
into the fight, Conor had no previous boxing experience. He trained months prior to the fight, but no one
could predict what would happen in the ring. After doing Martial Arts for a living and using your hands and
feet, could you really switch to just punches? You’d be
fighting natural instinct. Besides, Mayweather’s 49-0

record wasn’t luck. He has a strategy when he fights,
and he sticks to it.
That is exactly what he did the night of the fight,
August 26th. Floyd Mayweather is smart when it
comes to knowing when to attack. Just like he demonstrated in the Pacquiao fight, he stuck to his defense
until the later rounds, wearing McGregor out. Conor
wasted his energy hitting the gloves instead of making
contact, which really took it’s toll. In the 10th round,
Mayweather awarded TKO, and McGregor was down
for the count.
Even though Conor lost, he still received a ridiculous pay-day, earning $30 million, which is 10 times
more than his highest paid MMA fight. For Floyd, it
really was one of the best fights of his career. Earning
$100 million and preserving his perfect fighting record
was a smooth way to transition into retirement.
With his money, his 12 world championships,
perfect record, and his spot in the Vegas Sports Hall of
Fame, Floyd Mayweather seems to have it all. It will be
interesting to see if any predecessor will reach his level
of notoriety and skill. Throughout his career he was
able to bring life to a sport that was arguably dying.
His time in boxing was well lived and we’re all watching to see where he goes next.

NEED MORE SPORTS?

Follow Memorial Athletic’s Twitter:

@JMMSpartanAthletics
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OPINIONS
MALL CURFEW

By Leah Vredenbregt
Over the Summer, on July 28, a curfew for teens
began at East and West Towne mall. The curfew,
restricting teens from being in the mall alone after 4
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, has made many teens
upset. However, I see it as a necessary reprimand for
misbehavior.
Most of the opposition I have heard has only been
from teens. They claim it is a bad idea because the
mall would lose money because they are losing teen
customers at that time. However, if the mall is totally
ready to lose that part of business, clearly teens are
not spending enough to make a real impact on profit.
The Wisconsin chapter of the ACLU has taken interest in fighting this case. The ACLU would likely not
be successful in fighting this case because it is nothing
new. Malls in Milwaukee and Minneapolis, as well
as around the country, have put similar policies into
place. According to a Wisconsin State Journal article,
in the first 6 months of 2014, 20 percent of calls to
police from the mall were during the time that the
curfew now is, which is only 13 percent of the time the
mall is even open. While not all teens shoplift, and not
all shoplifters are teens, clearly those who made this
policy found that the numbers were high enough that
teens needed to be reprimanded.
I don’t like that after school on Friday I can no
longer go over and grab dinner from the food court
before I have to be back for a play, but I understand
why. I can’t do it anymore because enough of my peers
have misbehaved. While I find it unfair that one person’s wrongdoings affect an entire group of people, it
is not simply one person doing wrong. A large number
from the teen demographic has been causing problems,
meaning it was only a matter of time until a policy like
this was put in place for the benefit of the stores and
other customers.
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IMPORTANCE OF ‘EMERGING ADULT SKILLS”
By Shruti Sathish
As students make their way through high school,
they are constantly reminded of its primary purpose:
“to prepare students for college and beyond”. Beyond,
meaning adulthood, and all the freedom and responsibility it comes with. Emerging adult skills relate to the
emotional, academic, and daily functioning skills that
adulthood requires. These include skills such as how
to cope with stress, how to stay organized, how to deal
with something you don’t like, how to handle social
interactions, and more. In the New York Times article
“Preparing ‘Emerging Adults’ for College and Beyond”
by Alina Tugend, it is discussed how students with a
lack of one or more of these skills are often encouraged to work on those skills little by little during high
school, because issues can become more apparent
in college and lead to students’ lives unraveling. The
article also gives examples of ways some skills can be
worked on in real life. For example, if a student doesn’t
like to speak in front of his/her class because they are
afraid of messing up, they should work on getting over
that by ordering at a restaurant and then changing
their order. Perfectionists should turn in imperfect
assignments to understand that nothing catastrophic
will occur.
I personally believe that high school is very, very
important, not just for academic reasons such as getting into college, but also for building skills such as the
ones mentioned above. I believe that Memorial helps
students build emerging adult skills-not only through
classes, but also through the clubs, sports, and other
activities it has to offer. There are several ways to work
on these skills, and I think one of the best ways to do
so is to just get involved! The skills you build in a short
50 minute class period are great, but often not enough
to help you fully develop ome of these skills. Since it’s
September, and most activities are open to new members, I recommend that you find something you enjoy
and get involved. Clubs and activities can help students work on multiple emerging adult skills at once,
since they all encourage collaboration, some independence, and provide support. It’s sometimes helpful to
join clubs where you only know a few of the members.
That way, you’ll have to interact and work with students you don’t usually speak to, which will help you
make new friends. Make the most of high school and
remember to have fun!

WHY SHERIFF ARPAIO
SHOULDN’T HAVE BEEN
PARDONED

By Leah Vredenbregt
As United States citizens, we are expected to abide
by the constitution, and face consequences if we
don’t. When someone disregards the constitution,
why should they be pardoned by the President of the
United States? Well, they shouldn’t.
Sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizona, Joe Arpaio
was found guilty of criminal contempt in July, after he
and his deputies racially profiled anyone who looked
Latino because they might be an illegal immigrant. He
was found guilty of violating Latinos’ constitutional
rights and was to be sentenced in October of this year.
However, that
day will not come
after President
Trump pardoned
Arpaio only 7
months into his
term. It is unusual
for a president
to pardon a high
profile case like
this so early in term, and unusual for a president to
pardon this kind of crime. President Gerald Ford pardoned former president Richard Nixon from any and
all crimes during his presidency, of course referring to
the wrongdoings of Nixon surrounding the Watergate
scandal. He faced much political backlash.
If it is President Trump’s job to defend the constitution, why would he pardon a man found guilty of
disobeying it? While it is legal for Trump to do so, I
believe this sends a bad message to law enforcement
of all kinds throughout the country. Pardoning Arpaio
gives those in law enforcement the false understanding
that racial profiling is ok. In a country with alarmingly high incarceration rates for particularly males of
color, racial profiling is the last thing we need. President Trump’s willingness to pardon someone violating
the constitution goes against what the president’s job
is. Defending the constitution does not include allowing someone to walk free after disobeying it. In a time
where hate crimes are on the rise, xenophobia is ever
present, and marginalized groups are always scared,
crimes that perpetuate these cannot be tolerated and
certainly cannot be pardoned.

PAUL RYAN MISSED THE
MARK

By Leah Vredenbregt
On August 21st, Speaker of the House and Wisconsin representative Paul Ryan held a town hall meeting
in Racine, WI, where constituents from his district
were invited to come ask questions. As a democrat
who’s always looking to understand the opinions
of others, I excitedly tuned in to CNN after President
Trump’s speech on Afghanistan. I was less than impressed.
Speaker Ryan hasn’t held a public town hall since
October of 2015. Instead, he has only hosted inviteonly town halls, which doesn’t show a commitment to
people as a whole, in my opinion. While it makes total
sense why only residents from his district could attend,
one had to request a ticket from CNN in order to attend and ask a question, and CNN ultimately decided
who got to ask a question.
In CNN’s compilation of the “tough” questions
Ryan faced, some were definitely not that tough. One
of the questions was if he “would be willing to condemn Trump’s statement”, referring to the Charlottesville response Trump gave, infamously saying “violence on many sides, on many sides”. Ryan then stated
that President Trump “messed up” on his statements.
However, this should not be such a hard question considering many Republicans immediately condemned
Trump’s statements. Another easy question that CNN
deemed tough was moderator Jake Tapper’s question
on what it was like for Ryan to speak on the phone to
Steve Scalise, who is recovering from a gunshot wound
sustained when congressional members were attacked
at a baseball field. One strong question I was glad to
hear was Pardeep Kaleka’s, whose father was killed
in the 2012 Sikh Temple shooting in Oak Creek. He
asked what is being done to stop far right extremism,
to which Ryan said a better job is to be done keeping guns away from terrorists but uphold the second
amendment. In recent history, the GOP has been generally opposed to stricter gun laws.
Overall, I think Speaker Paul Ryan did his best
to answer the parts of questions that played to his
strengths. However, since this is the first public town
hall for him in a while, he should have made a point to
show the public that he would really answer the questions they asked.
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