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The Pledge: To Stand or Not To Stand
I’ve often wondered why no one stands for
the pledge. Well, not quite no one – but in the
average class of 25, maybe only one or two
decide to stand up and recite these words of
national pride. For example, in my second hour
biology class, I am one of only
two people who say the pledge
each day. Sadly, this is the largest
number of people during my time
in high school who have chosen to
recite the pledge on a daily basis.
Now, I know some people
are offended by the words “under God”, and I believe this is a
legitimate concern, because in
our nation, church and state are
supposed to be separated. Yet,
our national pledge contains the
phrase “under God”, our money
states “in God we trust”, and the
President is sworn in on a Bible.
So really, church and state are not
separated; they are, fortunately or
not, very much intertwined because this nation was founded and
built upon Christian ideals. The
ideas of the Puritans have stayed
with this nation’s religion, custom,
and government until this very
day, and it is here to stay, at least
in the near future.
When you stand up to say the pledge, you
make a statement. First, you show your will-
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ingness to stand against peer pressure, which
seems to be the major reason so many sit. If
you’re offended by the pledge, then your choice
to sit down is a real, legitimate one. But if you
sit out of boredom or because no one else is
standing, then
your choice is
not a justified
one; choosing to sit just
because you
don’t “feel”
like doing the
pledge shows
that you are
not thinking
beyond yourself.
Saying the
pledge is really not about
yourself; when
you say the
pledge, you
recognize and
affirm your
rights as an
American,
something
many people
take for
granted without realizing the true magnitude of
these rights. You state that while you may not
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be proud of
everything
this nation
has done
or is doing, you are
proud of the
ideals, such
as freedom,
for which
this country stands and that you are willing to
work hard to preserve it. The pledge is not an
oath to a piece of cloth; it is a promise to an
ideal – a promise that liberty matters to you,
that your freedoms are important, and that you
are willing to work hard to make our country
even better than it is now.
If I haven’t convinced you yet, give me one
last shot. The pledge, if not a promise to an
ideal, is a recognition of those who have served
our country. This doesn’t just encompass soldiers who have died or been injured fighting for
your freedom and rights, it also includes teachers who have dedicated so much time to help
and educate students like you to success and a
better life. The pledge shows gratitude towards
all those individuals who have worked hard to
strengthen their communities. The pledge is a
recognition – a very small one, at that – to all
the people who have made this nation, and to all
whom are working to make it even better.
--Michael Reilly
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Peer Tutoring

Is there a certain class that is
particularly difficult for you? Do you
feel that the teacher goes too fast or
that you still have some questions? If
so, Memorial offers Peer Tutoring, a program designed
to assist students with any academic class at Memorial. This program provides student tutors from all
grade levels who help tutees with completing homework, studying for tests, and answering any questions.
Tutees are usually paired with tutors that have already
taken the class or are in a higher level of study – such
as an AP Chem student helping a ChemCom student.
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In addition, tutoring sessions are extremely flexible.
They can be scheduled for both before or after school,
during any study hall hour, or even during lunch. If
you would like get tutored or become a tutor, please
visit the CRC and speak with the Peer Tutoring Coordinator, Mrs. Kral.
--Maya Dorje
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Around the World:
Spartans Who Travel
My new life began on August 22nd, 2009.
A family of seven was replaced by a family of five, a town of
250,000 was replaced by a city of 3,500,000, and a language that I had
learned for my entire life was replaced by one I had only been learning
for a few months. Rumors, stories, and memories of me did not exist.
Not one single person knew who I was. I was reborn.
I guess you could call me your typical American teenager. I love
Green Bay Packer football games, hot wings with blue cheese, late night
Taco Bell runs, and drives down the highway with the windows down
and music blasting. However, one uncommon trait that I have had since
as long as I can remember is the desire to learn about foreign cultures,
languages, and people.
After my freshman year I frequently acquired a sinking feeling
of incompleteness- like I was meant to be doing something else. I felt as
if every single day I was just learning exactly the same thing as the millions of other high school students around the world were, and the material within tests, homework, and presentations would just be forgotten
in a matter of time. I yearned to get out, see the world, learn a language,
meet new people, and experience life in a completely new way. Well,
whether by fate, or simply luck, this crazy dream of mine came true. My
name is Ben Mau, and I am spending my junior year abroad in Berlin,
Germany.
At the beginning of my sophomore year, I followed a whim and applied for a year-long youth exchange program during the 2009-2010 school
year. As luck would have it, I was accepted into the program; due to the lateness of my application, however, I wasn’t guaranteed a specific country.
Though I had my heart set on improving my French in either France or Belgium, I soon realized that it would be a wonderful experience regardless
of which country I was in. The concept of not knowing exactly where I would be living on the planet the next year made the process all the more
exciting. A few months later, in late March, I received a phone call from my exchange coordinators informing me that I would be going to the land of
lederhosen, sauerkraut, and beer – I was going to Germany.
During the long months in preparation for my exchange year, I busied myself with learning about German culture, German geography, German history, and most of all, the German language. The time dragged by, and my patience was tested. I had never anticipated something so much
in my entire life. Foreign exchange seemed to be a shining light at the end of a never-ending tunnel, and from time to time, I was convinced that it
would never actually happen. Thankfully, August 21st, 2009 did indeed arrive, and on that rainy summer morning I said goodbye to the familiar and
started the craziest year of my life.
Coming to Berlin was more of a shock that I anticipated. When I walked out of the plane at the Berlin-Tegel airport and awkwardly greeted
the family that I would be living with for the next year, I instantly felt a strange pulse throughout my head that I had never felt before – it was my
mind desperately attempting to adapt to its new surroundings. Everything was foreign – what I saw, what I smelled, what I felt, and most of all, the
language that I heard. In that moment, I realized that this would be a year I would never forget.
As the first weeks passed, I started to adapt to my new surroundings. The little everyday differences between Madison and my new home
(such as cobblestone streets, eating bread at every meal, and a new system of measurement) were forgotten. I grew used to being confused 99.9%
of the time, being constantly surrounded by the German language, and not being able to vocalize my thoughts, emotions, or wishes. My confusion
intensified as school started. On the first day I took my 45 minute trek to school through a confusing combination of buses and subways, desperately
hoping that I would not get lost. Once there, I aimlessly weaved through crowds of old friends re-uniting after the summer holiday, and tried to find
someone who looked like they knew what they were doing. I was the new kid who didn’t know anyone, couldn’t understand anything, and was desperate to figure out where to go, and what to do. Did I mention that the only thing that I had enough courage to say in German was, “My name is Ben.
I am from the United States.”?
After a few days at my new private catholic school, I found it hard to find anything at all that was in common with JMM. My 12 subjects were
strangely blocked together and were at different times of the day every week, The Lord’s Prayer was recited every morning, and every time a teacher
entered the room, the student quieted themselves and stood up as a sign of respect. I was intrigued at how peaceful, well-behaved, and interesting this
new school was. However, as time went on, I quickly realized how much I took JMM for granted. There were no after school activities at my new
school, classrooms were bare, old, and grey, and the feeling of interaction between staff and the student body was non-existent.
Berlin’s worst winter in decades came, and I was introduced to the insane rollercoaster of emotion that every past exchange student had told
me about. On occasion, life seemed harder than ever, and German seemed like a horrible, never ending game. I missed being able to talk, make
friends easily, and feel like I belonged somewhere. I just wanted to be able to answer a question at school, be able to turn in a homework assignment,
or even to just be able to contribute socially in some way. At the same time, however, some days
were absolutely amazing. Some days I felt like my German was fantastic, that I was making
friends, and that I always had places to go and people to see. I felt a real growth in my character
for the first time.
Well here I am now, eight months into my exchange, and everything is going marvellously. Berlin has become my second home, German has become my second language, and I have attained
a feeling of belonging. School is not as tough as it was before because I can finally understand
what the teachers are saying. I have a family to watch out for me and give me support, and I
have friends who I love, and never want to say goodbye to. I don’t even know how to begin to
explain all that I have experienced, all the wonderful people I have met, all amazing things I have
seen, and all the life lessons I have learned. It has been the best, yet worst; easiest, yet hardest;
and happiest, yet saddest year of my life. The one thing that I am unequivocally certain of is that
coming to Berlin has been the best decision I have ever made.
In 3,5 months I will be returning to the United States – now a foreign country. I have finally
adapted to German culture, I have finally made German friends, and I can finally communicate
in German – but this exchange won’t last forever. The most I can do in these last months is to
continue learning, continue taking advantage of what Germany has to offer, and continue living
life to the absolute fullest.
--Ben Mau
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Better Life Walk-A-Thon
On May 15th, 2010, the
JMM Spartan Youth Service JOOI
Team will host the annual Better
Life Walk-A-Thon. All proceeds
will be donated to the after-school
programs at the Lussier Community
Education Center, located next to
Jefferson Middle
School.
The
Spartan Youth
Service JOOI
(Junior Optimist Octagon
International)
Team is an afterschool volunteer
group at Memorial High School
dedicated to
making both
our school and community a better
place.
The after-school program at
the Lussier Community Education
Center (LCEC) caters to children
by holding tutoring sessions, field
trips, art sessions, project planning,
and much more. LCEC has helped
more than 300 children throughout
all grade levels so far and is con-

tinuing to do so. They strive to provide youth with a place to challenge
themselves and succeed at every
stage in their development.
The Better Life Walk-AThon will begin registration at 7:45
A.M. at the Mansfield Stadium
and will also host
games, face
painting, and a
bake sale during
the walk. T-shirts
received during
registration can
also be tie-dyed
for an additional
$1. Registration
forms can be
found in the Fox
office or online:
http://spartanservice.org/better5k/
Help make this year’s Better Life Walk-A-Thon the best it
can be! Head over to the Mansfield
Stadium this Saturday and help out
a great cause.
--Steve Wang

HOSA State

Health Occupations Students of America [HOSA] is a national
organization that promotes the education and welfare of high school and
college students and allows them to become more focused in the health
care community and industry. Furthermore, HOSA helps its members
develop leadership, organizational skills, initiative, and responsibility
through competition, activities, and opportunities. From April 25th- 27th,
17 students from Memorial, along with JMM HOSA advisor & FCS
teacher, Lisa Dinndorf, attended the HOSA State Conference, which was
held at the Chula Vista Resorts in Wisconsin Dells. These talented students
competed in various events from Extemporaneous Poster Making to CPR
& First Aid. Congratulations to all JMM competitors: Will Becker, Kevin
Budziszewski, Anna Buss, Marco de la Cruz, Emily Franz, Nancy Gu,
Melissa Horsfall, Sowah Lassey, Andrew Ma, Melissa Milbrandt, Yvonne
Muller, Sam Shabtaie, Fiona Wakefield, Amy Yan, David Yang, Michelle
Yang, and Yi Yi.
Special congratulations to:
Nancy Gu, Michelle Yang, Yi Yi: 1st place – Biomedical Debate
Melissa Milbrandt: 1st place – Dental Terminology
Yi Yi: 1st place – Extemporaneous Speaking
Michelle Yang: 2nd place –Extemporaneous Speaking
Kevin Budziszewski, Emily Franz, Sam Shabtaie, Amy Yan: 2nd
place – HOSA Bowl
Amy Yan: 1st place – Medical Math
To advance to nationals, competitors must place in the top
3 of their event. Memorial did extremely well and will be sending
8 students to nationals at Disneyworld in Orlando, Florida from
June 23rd – 26th.
In addition, since HOSA is a student-led organization,
each year 6 students are elected to be Wisconsin State Officers by
their peers and adult advisors. Special congratulations to Nancy
Gu who was elected to be Vice President of Wisconsin HOSA.
Since sending these students to Nationals will be an
extremely costly expenditure, we ask you to take note and participate in our upcoming fundraisers, including lollipop sales and
concession sales. We will be accepting donations as well; anything would
be greatly appreciated.
--Michelle Yang

DTFS
Dominate the *Forensics*
State

After months of hard work, long hours, and fiery drive, Memorial Forensics Team has done it again. Continuing their tradition of
doing exceptionally well at state, Memorial beat out rivals Brookfield
East and Appleton East to win the forensics state championship for
the seventh time in the past nine years. The competition included 3
preliminary rounds, semifinals after lunch, and then final rounds. With
an exceptional team of 25 entries, Memorial had 22 competitors make
it past the initial preliminary rounds. Special congratulations to:
Daniel & Christina Ma: State Champions – Demonstration Speaking
Mallory Durlauf & Eric Larson: 3rd Place – Demonstration Speaking
Tyler Holstein & Molly Kunz: 2nd place – Duo Interpretation
Valerie Shen: 2nd place: Extemporaneous Speaking
Abhilash Sandireddy: Semifinalist – Extemporaneous Speaking
Tenzin Lendey: 3rd place – Four Minute Speaking
Yi Yi: 5th place – Impromptu (Consolation)
Josh Tenenbaum: 3rd place – Moments in History
Priya Kalluri: 4th place – Oratory
Charles Xu & Kelsey Yudice: 2nd place – Play Acting
Rosa Edwards: State Champion- Poetry
Natalie Annis: Semifinalist- Prose
Arjun Seshadri: 3rd place – Public Address
Pam Gu: 4th place – Radio Speaking
Ellen Disch: State Champion – Storytelling
Brendan Caldwell: 5th place – Special Occasion Speaking
Cassie Kohrs: Semifinalist- Special Occasion Speaking
Catherine Turng: Semifinalist – Special Occasion Speaking
Jarrell Montgomery: State Champion- Solo Acting Serious
Teja Vemuganti: 3rd place - Solo Acting Serious
Toast Reinemann: 4th place - Solo Acting Serious
Sarah Arbaje: Semifinalist - Solo Acting Serious
Of course, these students owe some of their success to the
dedicated coaches who believed in them and pushed them to be the
best. A thank you is in order for: Thomas Hardin, Timothy Scheffler, David Olson, Andrew Gordon, and all the many other coaches
(both student and adult) who give up their time to work with the team
throughout the year.

From left to right:
(back) Melissa Horsfall Sowah Lassey, David Yang, Will Becker,
Marco de la Cruz, Anna Buss, Yvonne Muller, Melissa Milbrandt
(middle) Yi Yi, Emily Franz, Nancy Gu, Michelle Yang, Amy Yan,
Fiona Wakefield (front) Yi Yi, Kevin Budziszewski, Andrew Ma
(not shown) Sam Shabtaie
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Memorial Visioneers Designers with Vision
& Talent

Have you ever thought about designing the next new must have
phone? Or creating an edgy fashion line that is compelling and environmentally friendly? Or even designing a local library that uses sustainable products?
This past Friday, April 24th, 10 talented students competed at the
2010 UW-Milwaukee Peck School of the Arts Visioneers Competition,
answering these very potential questions and scenarios. JMM students
were challenged to create solutions to long-term and short-term on-site
design projects that focused on green issues in some of the most creative
fields today. Students worked with design professionals and professors
before and during the challenge to learn more about these career fields
and create their projects.
The Visioneer Designers of 2010:
Chris Herr and Ben Rifkin: 1st place - Animation (Long and Short
Term)
Brady Hirshfeld: 1st place - Architecture (Long and Short Term)
Rebekah Dadds: 1st place - Fashion Design (Long and Short Term)
Alex Kupelian: 3rd place - Fashion Design (Long Term)
Amelia Rossa and Madeline Vogel: 1st place - Illustration (Long and
Short Term)
Camden Hirschfeld : 1st place - Illustration (Long and Short Term)
Maddie Silvern and Kat Bunke: 1st place - Video Production (Long and
Short Term)
Your future in this complicated and highly visual world is created through the eyes of a designer. Animators, Advertising Executives,
Architects, Fashion Designers, Filmmakers, Illustrators, and Product
Designers have the ability to shape buildings, ideas, and products. Congratulations to student designers for stepping up to the challenge and
proudly representing your ideas and Memorial. If there are any students
interested in competing next year, please see Ms. Winker in the Art Department for more information.

Visioneers (top) Amelia Rossa, (mddle)
Brady Hirshfeld, (left) Rebekah Dadds,
(below) The Visioneers Team

Robot Soccer Player
Takes the
World

Madison’s own high school
robotics team – Badger B.O.T.S.
(Building on Talented Students)
– recently placed 4th in their division and 18th worldwide in the
International Championship.
Badger B.O.T.S. is part of
F.I.R.S.T. (For Inspiration and
Recognition of Science and Technology, an international organization that focuses on developing
the principles of engineering,
teamwork, and collaboration in
high school students around the
world.
Every year, FIRST creates a
challenge the team must solve
in 6 weeks. This year’s challenge was to build a robot that
could kick a soccer ball into four
different goals while maneuvering around foot-high bumps in
the field. Our team approached
the challenge in a unique way
by building a robot that could
travel through tunnels in order to
avoid the robot tripping over the
bumps. You can find the competition video on Youtube by searching for FIRST Robotics Competition 2010 Breakaway.
In addition to doing well
at the International Championship, the team also won the
Chairman’s award in the regional
competition for their multiple
community outreach programs,
including building skis for athletes with disabilities.
For more information in the
organization, please check out
the official website: badgerbots.
org, or contact the president,
Arjun Seshadri.
--Nancy Gu

(above) The Robotics Team.
(below) The Robot
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Alice in Wonderland Review

Wow. I’m not sure how to start this review. I guess I’ll start with a
brief history. Alice in Wonderland, a novel by Lewis Carroll, has been
adapted to film and TV so many times that it rivals “A Christmas Carol” December specials. Each adaptation has taken many liberties with
the characters, twisting them into something new each time to keep
the stories original. This adaptation is no different. Wonderland (AKA
“Underland”) has been taken over by the Red Queen, and Alice once
again must travel to Wonderland to save it. One problem, however, is
that she’s suffering from a horrible case of cliché (She has forgotten
everything from her previous visit.)

Visuals: Compared to most 3D movies coming out this year, Alice
isn’t very special in terms of the “bursting out of the screen” aspect
of things. Looking past that, however, you see an amazingly beautiful Wonderland, bursting with life, and of course, keeping with that
special Tim Burtonesque feel of things. The character designs are very
creepy, whether you’re talking about the Carrot-Topped Mad Hatter,
the freakishly fleshy oddball cueballs TweedleDee and TweedleDum,
or the huge-headed Red Queen herself, Burton has managed to take
each character we remember from our childhoods, and twist them into
something befitting his style of film.
Visuals: 8/10
Characters: “OFF WITH HER HEAD!” is the phrase you will hear
shouted so often that it just plain hurts. The Red Queen is known for
this phrase, but there’s a fine line between a character trait that everyone knows, and an overplayed joke that everyone hates. The Red
Queen herself isn’t so bad, and Helena Bonham Carter does a great job
in the role. But the dialogue of the character ruins the character. Alice,
portrayed by Mia Wasikowska, is a far superior character. Forced into
a marriage she doesn’t want to have, she runs away, and following a
chase with a certain White Rabbit, once again ends up in Wonderland.
Of course, she has sequel-based amnesia, something found far too
often in movies like this. It is nice to see her rediscover the magic, but
it does get a bit stale. Johnny Depp’s portrayal of the Mad Hatter left
me unsure. On one hand, he is the perfect person to play Hatter. On the
other hand, he can’t seem to pick an accent. One scene, he’s Scottish,
then he’s Irish, then he’s slurring like a drunk man. It’s a minor detail,
but it claws into the back of your mind. The other, minor characters
are just as awesome as always. The Tweedles Dum and Dee are very
disturbing, but they are likely the best part of the movie. It’s been said
before that the White Queen was pretty much brushed under the carpet.
And I’ll say it again. Anne Hathaway still manages to light up the screen
in what very little screen time she has.
Characters: 8/10
Plot: The movie is essentially a mash-up of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in
Wonderland and Through the Looking-Glass (which isn’t a huge issue
since the two novels are quite often mixed up in most people’s minds
anyway). Alice is 19, and about to be betrothed to a man for whom she
does not have any feelings. As he asks for her hand in marriage, she
takes a moment to step away and think, only to find herself chasing a
familiar white rabbit down a rabbit hole. She re-enters Wonderland, a
place that she had previously visited when she was much younger, but

apparently forgot about. Upon her arrival she learns that it has been
foretold that a girl named Alice will slay the Jabberwocky, a dragon that
is controlled by the evil Red Queen, and free the land from her tyranny.
However, there’s just one problem: there appears to be some confusion
over whether or not she is actually the right Alice for the job. It erupts
into a fantasy movie similar to the Narnia movies around this point.
Alice meets the Mad Hatter, he’s captured, there’s a cool battlescene,
Jabberwocky is killed, Mad Hatter does a breakdance (…What?!), all
live happily ever after. The movie starts out promising, but soon delves
into a sad cookie cutter formula.
Plot:7/10
Overall Score: 7/10
Burton’s take on Carroll’s classic was honestly better than I thought
it would be. Most remakes these days aren’t very good, but I guess this
isn’t actually a remake, more of a reboot of a timeless classic. The plot
may be cookie cutter, but the visuals will keep you entranced and wanting more. Plus, Mad Hatter’s a great breakdancer.
--Zack Meixner
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Remember Me

Before you read this article, you have to forget everything you think
you know about Rob Pattinson. He is no longer the guy teenage girls
and their mothers throw themselves at; he is no longer the mythical
perfect man; he is no longer the tragic hero; he is simply an average guy
trying to make it in Hollywood. Forget his perfectly tousled hair and his
dazzlingly crooked smile. Think of him as an actor trying to do what actors do: tell a story.
In Remember Me, Rob Pattinson plays Tyler Hawkins, a trust fund
baby who is desperate to leave his privileged world behind. Tyler is
deeply shaken when his older brother commits suicide at the age of
twenty-two. This event affects both him and his father to the point that
they cannot speak without fighting. Tyler’s life changes dramatically,
however, the night he decides to play the hero and intervene with a fight
on the streets of New York City. The cop at the scene lets Tyler and his
roommate, Aidan (Tate Ellington), off with a warning, but Tyler can not
handle the fact that the other two innocent men were put in jail. Ignoring
Aidan’s yells, Tyler argues with the officer and ends up in jail himself.
After being released, Aidan suggests that Tyler date the police officer’s
daughter to get back at him for unfairly putting him in jail. At first
Tyler is hesitant, but once he meets Ally (Emile de Ravin from Lost) he
changes his mind. They start out as an odd couple, but as time goes on
they fall into a tangled version of love.
Tyler and his father (Pierce Brosnan) continue to be at odds with
each other until Tyler’s sister, Caroline, is invited to a sleepover and
harassed by the other girls. The incident may not seem significant, but it
brings the family back together.
Rob was good as Tyler. Though he still has his signature angst-y air
about him, he manages to deliver all of his lines without sounding constipated. He is convincing in his role as a twenty-something unsure of
where to go next, because that is where he is in real life as well. As for
Emile, she was fabulous – and I am not just saying that because she is in
Lost. Okay, well maybe a little, but you could feel how real her performance was. She is deeply affected by the murder of her mother, and torn
between her father and her boyfriend.
In the end, if you are a Twi-Hard or a Lost fan, no matter what I say
you are going to see this movie. If you do not fall in those categories,
however, it is still worth the seven dollars and two hours. This film is
compelling and awe-inspiring. It will make you see relationships differently and appreciate the ones you have more.
--Tia Das
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“The Nerd”: Not Just for Braniacs
As the school year draws
to a close, Memorial Theater
Company is preparing for its final
production of the year, “The Nerd,”
written by Larry Shue. Unlike past
plays at Memorial, “The Nerd” is
a silly, sometimes raunchy, and always over-the-top production written by a native Wisconsinite. Cast
brilliantly in the title role, Tyler
Holstein throws himself fully into
the character of Rick Steadman,
a nerdy guy who wreaks havoc
on a group of friends in a small
town in Indiana. Because there
are only seven actors in the show

(including one middle-schooler),
each actor plays a crucial role in
the development of the story. Nate
Haut, who made his stage debut
earlier this year in “The Wizard
of Oz”, convincingly plays Willum, a shy architect who is trying
to court Tansy, played by veteran
actress Molly Kunz. Both Willum
and Tansy are good friends with
Axel, a dry humored theater critic
who is played by the hilarious Josh
Tenenbaum. Anthony Leonard and
Sarah Arbaje play Ticky and Celia
Waldgrave, a stiff and serious old
couple, the exact opposite of the

other characters in the show. Their
son, Thor, is played by Sam Cibula, a 6th grader at Spring Harbor
Middle School. Through a great
deal of plot twists, the characters
are put in increasingly bizarre situations, ending with someone covered in cottage cheese. “The Nerd”
is a must-see for anyone who is
looking for some good, inexpensive entertainment.
The play, which opens
Thursday, May 13, is not only
entertaining, but a great way to
earn extra credit. Ask your English
teacher if they are willing to offer

extra credit to see the show—it is a
fun and easy way to pull up a grade
affected by end-of-the-year laziness. Tickets are only five dollars,
and help fund Memorial’s Drama,
Debate, and Forensics team.
CAST:
Willum: Nate Haut
Tansy: Molly Kunz
Axel: Josh Tenenbaum
Waldgrave: Anthony Leonard
Clelia: Sarah Arbaje
Thor: Sam Cibula
Rick: Tyler Hohlstein
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2010 Boy’s Tennis- Varsity
The springtime signals the
beginning of many things, such
as new plants, warmer weather,
and longer days. The end of
winter also marks the beginning
of another season, however- the
tennis season. Madison Memorial Varsity tennis is part of the
Big 8 Conference in Wisconsin,
competing against Madison West,
Lafollette, East, Middleton, Sun
Prairie, Verona, Janesville-Craig,
Janesville- Parker, and Beloit.
Memorial’s Varsity team will play
in 9 conference duals and five invites, a total of fourteen different
events during the regular season.
Then the Varsity team will play in
a conference tournament to finish
the regular season, before the
subsectional tournament starts.
After the conference tournament,
ten of the twelve people on each
school’s Varsity team go to their
subsectional tournament, and
individual winners from the subsectionals advance to the sectionals. Subsectionals and sectionals
are completed after two days, and
the top 4 finishers in the number
one singles and doubles and the

The Love of the Game
Have you ever had something in your life that broke your heart
on a daily basis? Something that, no matter how hard you try, how many
miles you run in the snow, how many times you pick yourself off the
ground, you just get knocked back down again? After so many long hours,
hard nights and shattered expectations, your soul starts to wear a little bit.
Your drive starts to falter. Yet, somehow, against what people say, against
common sense even, you kept going? Memorial Lacrosse is something
like that. We don’t do what we do because we have a coach riding us at
practice every day (we don’t), we don’t do what we do to keep up our
legacy (what legacy?), we don’t even do what we do so we can hopefully
one day wear a varsity letter (what varsity?). We, the lacrosse players of
Memorial, come out every day onto our field for one reason and one reason only – the love of the game.
Nobody joins the lacrosse team without a personal connection with the sport. Some of us have family history with it, others come
from parts where it’s a big deal, but for the majority of the players, what
brought us here is the experience itself. I can personally attest to that.
Looking at my legs right now, at the cuts, welts and bruises I’ve gotten
as a result of playing the fastest sport on two legs, all I can think about
is how lucky I am to have the privilege to have such a great team to play
with. Sure, we might not have a winning record, a coach that can make it
every day, or even the numbers to compete against the giant squads that
make up other teams around the state, but we do get to play some lacrosse.
And, you know what? That’s good enough. So if you ever sit there and
wonder, “The lacrosse team? What are they doing? Why are they wasting
their time?” Just think to yourself, do you have anything in your life you
care that much about?
--Carlos-Eduardo Gacharná

Memorial Boys’ JV Tennis

This year, JMM’s Boys’ JV Tennis consists of more than twenty
able players, ranging in ability level from intermediate to expert. The season started during the week of spring break, when players had extensive

champions of the number two
singles and doubles advance to
the state tournament. In addition
to them, a committee of coaches
from schools in each sectional
select 16 additional “wild cards”
that they believe should take part
in the State tournament. In total,
there is a field of 56 players in
the individual State tournament,
while the team champions from
each of the eight sectionals compete in the State team tournament.
Last year, there were five people
from Memorial that advanced to
the individual State tournament,
and three of them, Byron Balkin,
Lucas Simon-Wambach, and Ben
Brasser, have returned this year
for their final year at Memorial.
Head coach Mr. Schlitz has high
hopes for the season, believing
that “the varsity has a very attainable goal of winning the sectional
and qualifying.” After a fourth
place finish in conference last
year, hopefully Memorial will
achieve a better result this season.
That would be another welcome
change in the spring.
--William Xiang

4-hour practices each day.
Just like last year, Memorial Boys’ JV Tennis is coached by Joe
King, a math teacher at Memorial. King also coaches the girls’ team, and
often helps out at Varsity meets. He played tennis during his high school
years and started coaching at Memorial 1998.
Daily practice consists of a 10-minute warm-up of volleys,
strokes, and serves, followed by stretching. Afterwards, Coach King
assigns players to different courts for drill practices. Each drill helps to
practice a certain skill; for example, the overhead drill helps players practice hitting and returning overheads.
During matches, the JV team waits until the Varsity is done, then
proceeds with their line-up. Each team plays seven matches: four singles
and three doubles. If teams have more players than the line-up, additional
“exhibition” matches are played that do not affect the meet score.
The record as of April 24th is 3-0 with wins against West, Verona,
and Sun Prairie.
For those who are interested in joining the tennis team next year,
Coach King advises, “Get involved with a good summer tennis program,
play some tournaments and stay active over the winter. There will be
some good competition at the JV level next year.”
--Steve Wang
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Ultimate Players: (back row) Daniel Ma, Joey Quintana, Tessa Dorresteyn,
Felix Braun, (front row) Heather Ahnen, Lauren Hagen, Katie Hollman

Interview with
Ultimate Frisbee Coach Raabe

1. How would you describe Ultimate Frisbee?
The game is normally played to thirteen points or to an hour and a
half – whichever comes first. Sometimes games are to fifteen points. It
kind of looks like soccer or lacrosse played on a football field.
2. How long have you been the ultimate Frisbee coach at Memorial?
For fourteen years.
3. How has the club changed over the years?
The first year we had four people, which isn’t enough to even play
a game. And then, when we first became a competitive team and traveled and played in tournaments, it was a combination of three schools,
Memorial, West and Middleton. Now, we normally field two teams – an
A and a B – with about 40-50 players. We’ve gotten much bigger in size
and a lot more dedicated. When people come to practice, we work harder,
practice harder, and do off-season training stuff.
4. What do you like about Ultimate Frisbee?
It’s simply a fun sport to play. There’s a lot of action. A lot of people
get to play. There’s a lot of substitution. You need 18 people on a team
and they all get in and get to play. It’s a really fast game, so there is not
a lot of down time or standing around. It requires a lot of responsibility
on the players, so as a coach you can only do so much – which is nice
because I think players learn a lot when they make decisions without a
coach telling them exactly what to do.
5. How would you describe your coaching style?
I think I’m a fairly laid back coach. I try to coach the same way I
teach. My philosophy is if people are having fun, they want to be there,
and then they’ll learn more at practice or in the classroom. And so,
I think that fun is really important, and if you are working hard, that
doesn’t mean that it isn’t fun.
6. What is the biggest challenge with ultimate Frisbee?
At Memorial, it’s the lack of recognition and the idea that it’s not a
sport or the idea that the people at ultimate don’t work as hard. I actually
think that many times they are working as hard as many varsity athletes
and as committed. So that’s one thing, because students often say it’s
not even a sport – that’s a little frustrating. The other thing is when you

go and play other schools and they have it as a varsity sport – so you’re
playing against the other school’s best athletes. That’s both frustrating because it would be really cool if we had some of the school’s best athletes
on our team, but it’s also pretty awesome that we have good athletes,
really good athletes – not Vander Blue athletes – but really good athletes,
and they are competing against the other school’s best athletes and beating them and competing with them.
7. What’s your fondest memory as a player?
One of my fondest memories is actually one of my most recent
memories. I was on a team, which made it to club nationals, which is the
elite tournament. We made it as a masters team, which is 33 and older.
Still, it’s where all the best teams in the nation are and we got to go watch
the top teams play. The cool part about it for me was how many Memorial graduates were at the tournament. I was seeing players everywhere
– alumni, all sorts of kids I coached – playing against all of these ridiculously good teams. So that was pretty cool.
8. What’s your fondest memory as a coach?
My best memory still has to be my first year coaching a competitive team, where we took eleven people and nobody knew who we were.
We didn’t have jerseys, and we went to nationals, and came in third. My
guess is that we were expected to lose all of our games 13-1, that everybody thought we would just get killed, and we did really, really well.
--Maya Dorje

2010 Boy’s Tennis- Freshman
The Memorial freshman tennis team is always an interesting group
of players to watch, with so much talent and potential in them. I recently
interviewed the head coach of Memorial’s White team, Dane Gottschall.
How often does the freshman team practice?
We practice everyday after school, from 4-5:45pm. Usually we
practice at the courts (6) at Rennebohm Park, unless the varsity and JV
teams are both away, in which case we practice at the courts at JMM.
How are the freshmen divided up into two teams?
During the first two weeks of practice, Coach Grainger and
I worked together to make a ladder, or a ranking, of all 20 freshmen players. Using this ladder, we divided the players into two even
teams. I coach the White team, while Coach Grainger has the Green
team.
How many matches do freshmen play in the regular season?
Both freshmen teams have a 10-match regular season, followed by the City Tournament. There are 6 freshmen teams in the
league: Memorial Green and White, West Blue and Gold, East, and
Middleton. Every team plays the others twice.

get two matches for most of the players at each meet, if there is enough
time and courts available.
In the two teams’ first meeting, the meet ended in a draw, with the
teams tied at 6-6. Their next match against each other is scheduled for
May 4 at 4:15 at the Madison Memorial tennis courts. If you want to see
the future of Memorial tennis in action, don’t miss it!

How do freshmen finish off their season? At a city tournament?
Yes, the season ends with a city tournament, which will be
held on May 22 at Quann Park.
What do practices look like? How long do they usually last?
The Green and White teams practice together, but sometimes
work separately on different courts. Practice consists of lots of different drills which are meant to be both competitive and fun.
What kind of matches do freshmen play i.e. best of three sets, 8
game pro set, etc.?
In a typical match, we will play a no-ad 8-game pro set. We try to
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--William Xiang

ARTIST OF THE MONTH: Tuyen Vuong
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Sudan, if you don’t know, is a relatively large country located in Africa. In the country, the Darfur massacre took place and Omar Al-Bashir, the
president, was convicted of Human rights war crimes by the international
UN court. As you can see, the country is in a mess, but a recent secessionist movement and a presidential election are both interesting developments.
First, off, let’s start with the regional differences between North and
South Sudan. North Sudan is Muslim dominated; South Sudan is Christian
dominated with a variety of moderate Islamist sub-religions and other religions. Most people in North Sudan believe in the modern Islamic political
state, the idea of using the modern Quran as a guide a country’s laws and
political ways. The South, however, believes in a secular state, separate
from any religion. Additionally, the South has a greater yearning for democracy than the North and is generally more in tune with Western ideals.
Due to these differences, Sudan is experiencing a tremendous movement
to separate into two separate states. Southern Sudan would be an independent state from Northern Sudan and would operate relatively autonomously. Currently, both major parties in the country and president “Omar
Al-Bashir” support the creation of a separate Southern state. The chances
of this happening due to large amounts of political support are quite high.
Second, according the Christian Science Monitor, a newspaper based
in Boston, MA, is that the presidential elections have recently occurred
within the country. In these elections, Omar Al-Bashir won, using the
Muslim North and the fact that many parties boycotted the election out of
concerns due to corruption. Additionally, according to the same newspaper, Bashir probably ordered many of the names who were against him to
be erased from the voting member list. Many international officials denounced the election as a “fraud” and as a “fake demonstration of democracy”.
Sudan is in a political mess. I would not be surprised if a border dispute that sparked a war or genocide or a conflict over resources developed.
Another conflict like this would create greater pressure for US and humanitarian aid, kill millions and reinforce the common notion that war will
never end.
-- Abhilash Sandireddy

ce

Sudan’s political mess

Tuyen, or “Aha”, is a JMM senior who has explored many different art courses in the JMM Art Dept. --- Digital Illustration, Digital
Imagery, Drawing 1 and 2, and now Painting and Printmaking. Her love
of art and the creative spirit is contagious. When asked about the importance of art in her life, she expounded, “Art is something that I can not
live without. My idea of art is creative and passionate. Talent is only a
small part. The love of art can lead to any of your wildest dreams.”
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Sword & Shield
2010-2011

The official school newspaper is looking for artistic, creative, fun loving,
in-touch, open minded students interested in art, student life, school
athletics, art, technology, music, or politics. The S&S is looking for a
photo editor, business editor, columnist for both the Freshman and Junior
classes, and for the JMM music scene. See (or message) Mrs. Ford if you have
questions or email jmmswordn.shield@gmail.com

Sword & Shield now meets in the art department
computer lab, Mondays after school 3:45 to 4:45pm.

