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 Auto Shop Classes
 Auto shop classes are a 
great opportunity for everyone.  
Even if you don’t have in interest 
in cars or engines, the knowledge 
you gain in shop classes helps give 
you a better understanding of how 
your car works, and also just a 
general understanding of mechan-
ics and vehicle parts.  I took Auto 
Shop 1 my sophomore year, and 
it was very helpful to have the 
background knowledge about my 
car (and small engines in general) 
when I started driving.  When 
selecting courses for next year, you 
should not overlook an auto shop 
class as a potential elective.

AP Environmental Science
            Unlike some other AP 
classes, this one is not nearly as 
intense or time consuming, but 
is nonetheless an interesting and 
unique course to take. One of its 
biggest differences with other AP 
classes is that there are aspects oth-
er than just one lecture/ note-taking 
day after another. In Environmen-
tal Science, students in the fall go 
outside, observe and take data on 
the pond across from Memorial, 
and later analyze it. Throughout 
the year, students have a running 
project on watersheds. In addition, 
once a quarter, a group of students 
cooks food for the class ranging 
from waffles and eggs to ravioli. 
The rest of the class has to write 
a short essay on the sustainability 
of the meal. Ms. Kellor makes the 
class very enjoyable with various 
projects and stories. The best thing 
about this class is the fact that it 
isn’t just about learning material 
from the textbook or taking notes 
on various biomes and soil compo-
sition and environments, but also 
how we can impact the environ-
ment and make changes in our 
daily lifestyles to help.

AeroFit
 Located in the dance stu-
dio, this fun class consists of a va-
riety of activities. Each day starts 
off with a five to ten minute warm 
up on the bikes. The class then 
jump starts into gear with whatever 
activity planned, which can range 
from yoga to swimming to danc-
ing to Pilates to guest lecturers 
(on yoga and dance). On occasion 
there are also relaxation days when 
students have the period to them-
selves to be active on their own 
and unwind. It is a relatively easy 
and relaxing class with a calming 
atmosphere. Make sure to change 
every day and give it your best ef-
fort!

 After a hard few weeks of studying and worrying about finals and grades, most of will sigh with relief 
that all the stress is finally over. Unfortunately, however, one of the most stressful times of the school year is 
about to arrive: Course Selection Time. Though seemingly meaningless, how you choose your schedule will 
severely affect the rest of your high school career, as it opens and closes some doors before you even arrive at 
them. I’ve seen countless students walk around sleep-deprived because they are unsure of what classes to take, 
and the most common phrase heard in school during the month of February is not ‘Happy Valentine’s Day,’ but 
‘What classes are you taking?’ Upperclassmen spend these few weeks attempting to dodge persistent under-
classmen who ask a relentless stream of questions about each and every possible class. The Sword and Shield 
Staff has taken upon themselves to save upperclassmen from irritating wastes of time and underclassmen from 
frantic worry. Included in this issue are descriptions of some classes that are commonly discussed to give you 
advice about advanced courses and elective classes.  

--Nancy Gu

Chem AP 
 After surviving a year of 
MathChem, Chem AP should be 
no problem for returning chemistry 
students. The only difficulty with 
the course is that Ms. Comins truly 
treats the course like a college 
course, and does not force students 
to do busy work and rarely checks 
up on any assignments. This allows 
students to slack off and lose points 
when she actually does check 
homework, and test poorly as a 
result of not studying. Therefore, 
Chem AP is a great class to take 
to prepare for college, because it 
helps students develop appropri-
ate studying habits early on. Chem 
AP is also recommended for those 
who enjoy learning about chemis-
try because students are entrusted 
with more dangerous chemicals 
than they were in MathChem and 
are allowed to do cooler experi-
ments. Chem AP properly prepares 
students for the AP test, as well as 
for future college courses, and is 
highly recommended by the Sword 
and Shield Staff.

Raquet Sports 
 This class is not for com-
petitive tennis players. Although 
the class is fun, those joining with 
the expectation that the class will 
be similar to tennis practices are 
sorely mistaken, as most of the 
class period involves students 
miserably fumbling with tennis 
balls and ancient tennis raquets. 
This is not to say that the class is 
bad though – despite the lack of 
a good tennis unit, learning other 
raquet sports more than makes 
up for the disappointment. Units 
include pickleball, badminton, and 
a little bit of table tennis. The class 
also includes a unit of racquetball, 
where the class takes a daily field 
trip to Supreme Fitness Center 
in order to whack balls in a giant 
white cube room. Additionally, Mr. 
Rogers, one of the Raquet Sports 
teachers, can do the worm

Photo 1
Looking for a fun, upbeat art 
class? Well, the photography 
program here at Memorial could 
be for you!  Photo is an enjoyable 
course that allows you to let your 
imagination run wild while learn-
ing technical skills at the same 
time.  Your passion is waiting to 
be discovered.

--Jessica Zednicek

Course 
Recommendation 
Time!



We Know Why Efficient Reading Works 
      Efficient Reading is a single semester (1/2 Credit), elective course 
offered by the English Department. It has a wide range of focuses: 
speed reading, vocabulary building, study skills, and literature analysis. 
The course is taught by Ms. Fitzgerald and there are many opportuni-
ties to earn points. Past students have noted that even if you bomb a few 
tests, if you maintain solid grades on other assignments, your grade will 
still stay at an ‘A.’ To achieve a letter grade of ‘A’ students are expected 
to read four books each quarter, two of which must be from the reading 
list provided on the first day of class. Such books are not necessarily 
considered all classics, but provide deep insight into the world we live 
in and dramatically change perspectives. Favorite books of past students 
are: Life of Pi, Ishmael, Player Piano, Cat’s Cradle, Black Boy, and The 
History of Love. Most students over the years have enjoyed the course, 
found it relatively easy, and stated that it has been helpful, especially in 
their success during college. Many days are devoted to work time, so 
there is plenty of time to complete class work in class. Hard work in the 
class has reaped many benefits, especially: tremendous improvement in 
speed of reading, a major growth in vocabulary, effective study skills, 
and a greater appreciation for literature. This, and much, much more, is 
why Efficient Reading works.

Math Chemistry 
      One science class that I would recommend taking is Math Chemistry, 
which is taught by Ms. Comins, who also teaches AP Chemistry, and is 
always willing to answer any questions her students have.  I think the 
material covered in this class greatly helps to develop lab skills as well as 
to set a foundation to build upon in higher level science classes, such as 
AP Biology, AP Chemistry, or college level science courses.  In the class, 
you will learn about chemical bonding, types of chemical reactions, 
balancing chemical equations, as well as many other topics.  Although 
some information taught can be challenging, especially if you only use 
the book to study with, the lectures and notes you can take in class will 
greatly clarify the information and simplify the things you should study 
and memorize. The most important thing that Math Chemistry students 
should do is to understand the early chapters of the textbook really well, 
because information taught as the year progresses builds on the knowl-
edge gained in the beginning of the year.   

      The labs performed in this class are generally pretty straightforward, 
but since there is little time allotted to figure out what to do on the day of 
the lab, it’s helpful to go over any instructions provided the night before.  
Next, the homework load, which generally consists of a set of chapter re-
view problems for each chapter, is very doable, as you have several days 
to finish and check your work with a solution manual in class. However, 
procrastinating and attempting to finish all the problems the night before 
they are due could take several hours, which would force you to stay 
up very late to finish the review and other homework.  Finally, there are 
some worksheets handed out in class, which provide helpful additional 
practice for similar problems on the test.  Overall, I believe that this class 
is a course everyone should take, because it acts as a good stepping stone 
to more advanced science classes that you will take in the future.

--William Xiang 

Psychology/Psychology AP
Compare/Contrast 
      Psychology and Advanced Placement Psychology are both single se-
mester classes, taught by Memorial’s Social Studies department. Psychol-
ogy introduces students to the field, with emphasis on discussion, labs, 
and other brief analysis. Units covered in Psychology are explored in 
more depth in AP Psychology. Past students have noted that Psychology 
is an introductory course that provides a wide range of opportunities for 
students to earn points, while AP places emphasis on grasping key con-
cepts through unit tests and a few extra credit opportunities. To achieve a 
letter grade of ‘A’ in AP Psychology, more is required than Psychology: 
students must read each chapter in the textbook, devote time inside and 
outside of class to fully understand all concepts and theories. Successful 
completion of the course should result in a high score on the AP Exam in 
May.

World History AP  
      World History AP is the advanced alternative to the regular course, 
World History. As Memorial students, we are mandated to choose a 
World History course. As a World History student whom has experienced 
the course for over a semester, a have a lot to say.  
      The World History AP course requires significantly more labor than 
the World History course. With regular reading of a college textbook, 
PERSIA charts and many other assignments, World AP can be a demand-
ing course for many talented students. If you want to score at least a “B” 
in the class, you must make sure you read the textbook. The textbook 
contains a large amount of the specific information on the tests. Addition-
ally, the PERSIA charts require a large amount of work. You have to look 
through the textbook or take notes during the presentations to put infor-
mation on the PERSIA charts. Foremost, you must make sure you listen 
in class to solidify the themes of history. Unfortunately, there are regular 
tests, almost two per week during 2nd quarter.  
      Although the course is quite difficult, it can be handsomely reward-
ing. You will obtain a large understanding of history, with knowledge of 
specific historical terms. Finally and foremost, though, you will be able 
to obtain AP credit. To obtain a “4” or a “5” on the AP exam, you must 
make sure you work hard, follow class assignments and apply a certain 
amount of labor into the course.  
      I recommend the course to anyone who has an interest in history, 
taking challenging courses or has an interest in “spicing up” their college 
application. If you are a “slacker” and do not have an interest in working 
hard for difficult college-like courses, don’t take the course, you will not 
like it, you will not understand history and will not earn a satisfactory 
grade in the course. If you have an interest in working hard, make the ef-
fort, and reap the benefits.

--Abhilash Sandireddy

Midwinter Dance is Saturday,
February 13, 8:30-11:30 at JMM

Course Recommendation Time! (continued...)

What classes are you recommending
to your friends & why? 

Answers can be posted on the Sword & Shield Facebook page 
or send to jmmswordn.shield@gmail.com.

February 2010

Q of the Month for January:
What song would you dedicate to your Valentine?    
The Sword & Shield got a few much responses on our facebook fansite.  

Elizabeth Finley
“I would like to dedicate “Toxic” by Britney Spears to  
 Austin Jones.”
  

Zahid Azimulla
“Feva for the Flava” by Hot Action Cop to 
 Mackenzie McDermit
“Hey Soul Sister” by Train to Kat Lily
“Broken” by Lifehouse to Leslie Siggelkow

The Sword & Shield wants the students of Memorial to have a voice 
and the student paper is a great place to send a shout out to your friends, 
voice your opinions and share your concerns.  There are lots of ways to 
communicate with The Sword & Shield.  Facebook has a fan site called, 
“James Madison Memorial Sword & Shield” with over 200 fans.  You 
can post comments there easily.  You can also email jmmswordn.shield@
gmail.com.  The Sword & Shield hangs out in the art room, so you can 
always drop by to pick up a past issue, leave a note, comment or article 
there. 
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Kendria Brooker: Artist of the Month
 Art has been apart of me for as long as I can remember. Both my mom and dad have been inspirations 
to me. They are both talented artist, unfortunetly my father past away on October 15, 2009 at the age of 45. He 
was extremly talented in making fine jewelry. He is the reason I started to make jewelry and fall in love with it. 
My mom does woodworking, scrapbooking, she use to paint, draw, sculpt etc. My parents are the reason I want 
to become an artist. I am a senior this year and will be going to UW-Stout for graphic design and photography. 
I have taken my share of art classes offered at JMM (a grand total of 14). A lot of my work is inspired from 
scandinavian culture, this is becasue of my Swedish heritage. Art is a major part of my life and will be for the 
rest of my life. Luckily I have had my chance to experience some phenominal art work such as the Mona Lisa. 
That is a memory that i will cherish forever.

--Kendria Brooker

What’s Up with Snuggies?
      Ah, the Snuggie. This ubiquitous “blanket with sleeves” has taken the 
world by a storm, especially here in chilly Wisconsin. So what is a Snug-
gie? Why are they so popular? Are they actually worth it?

      The Snuggie was first introduced in 2008 through TV infomercials, 
and has since then become a media icon—there are even Snuggie fashion 
shows! The Snuggie is essentially a fleece blanket with sleeves, so you 
can still use your hands while wearing it (you wear it like a backwards 
bathrobe). Genius, right? Not everybody thinks so. Some compare the 
product to scratchy airplane blankets, and others think they’re just plain 
ugly. Still, the critics have done little to stem the Snuggie’s popularity. 
According to USA Today, over 4 million Snuggies have been sold, and 
new variations, including Snuggies for dogs, have been introduced.

      I actually received a bright pink Snuggie last Christmas, and I must 
say that I absolutely LOVE it. Snuggies aren’t very pricey; adult sizes 
typically cost around $15. Plus, they do not feel like airplane blankets. 
My Snuggie is soft and fleecy, and I have never gotten itchy from wear-
ing it. Although this blanket is not exactly a hot fashion item, nobody 
really cares about what it looks like on you. I only wear it when I’m at 
home, and needless to say, I have never seen anybody wear a Snuggie in 
public. It is also very convenient to have a blanket with sleeves. During 
the winter, I often putter around the house bundled up in a blanket, and 
having sleeves is very convenient—I can make hot chocolate without my 
blanket falling off! The Snuggie’s only downfall is its size. It is extreme-
ly long, and often drags on the ground, even when I’m sitting. Still, this 
is a small price to pay for a very warm and convenient product. Call me a 
member of the “Cult of Snuggie,” but I believe that this blanket’s popu-
larity is well-deserved.

--Catherine Turng 

DayBreakers Review 
 Well, it’s February, the month of love, and I figured that since 
vampires are the most romanticized phenomenon of the modern day, that 
I’d go and see a vampire flick to keep up with the theme of this issue. I 
thought to myself “Hey, this “Daybreakers” movie is about vampires, 
why not review that movie?” 
Whoops. 
 There is no comparing Daybreakers to Twilight. They’re both 
completely different movies. One features a hot guy fighting a werewolf 
for the love of a girl. The other features a guy fighting the government to 
save the human race from extinction. One has sparkly vampires, the other 
has freakish creatures called Subsiders, or what’s created when a vamp 
goes too long without human blood. One will have teenage girls swoon-
ing with love, the other fainting with fright. Not that it’s a bad thing. 

Plot: 
 The plot to this movie is very simple: In late 2009, there was 
an outbreak of vampirism, a plague that turned nearly everyone into a 
blood-sucker, willingly or unwillingly. 5 years later, the vamps have 
adapted to the problem, serving blood in coffee, selling blood like wine, 
having “Daylight Warnings” issued at daybreak, so on and so forth. Only 
there’s a very big problem. They’re running out of human blood, the one 
thing that keeps them alive. And without the blood, they are also facing 
an epidemic of Subsider attacks. Scientists work to create a blood substi-
tute, only the government is holding them back, as real blood earns more 
money. Oil parallels aside, this plot is pretty original. No one ever thinks 
about what would happen is vamps actually took over. It’s generally 
believed that vampires are supposed to come in smaller groups, infecting 
a few others, but eventually dying down. This movie presents us with the 
exact opposite scenario, and it does a fantastic job telling it’s story. 

Plot: 8/10 
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Singles Awareness Day
            Every February I both dread and excitedly anticipate Valentine’s 
Day. I dread it because it is so full of clichés I want to tear my hair out. I 
excitedly anticipate it because I like making ugly, grammatically incor-
rect valentines in Spanish class and receiving chocolates. In the halls I 
see couples making out in corners, clutching desperately to teddy bears 
and balloons, blissfully unaware of the single people giving them the 
stink eye. I remember when I was in elementary school and no one con-
nected the infamous holiday with romance. Instead it was a day where 
we decorated mailboxes and painstakingly taped hearts to it and drew on 
it with glitter glue. Back then, everyone got valentines and everyone was 
happy about it, though the ones with candy attached were always favor-
ites. Now that I’m older it seems that those who don’t have a flesh and 
blood valentine are losers; a type of social reject. Regardless of this mind 
set I think being single on Valentine’s Day can be just as fun as being in a 
relationship; if you know what to do.
            My first piece of advice is do not mope. Do not do the whole 
“woe is me, I am unloved” spiel. It is overused and no one will give you 
sympathy for it. Just because you cry and complain doesn’t mean Edward 
Cullen will suddenly appear at your side and call you his lamb chop. In 
fact, if that happened every time I cried, I would either never cry again or 
call Buffy the vampire slayer.
            Always remember that you are not really alone. Organize a 
sleepover with a bunch of your friends, go see a movie or go out for din-
ner. Anything that gets you and your single friends together to have fun. 
Take a little trip to Ultrazone and pretend everyone on the enemy team is 
someone who dumped/embarrassed/rejected you.. In other words, shoot 
without mercy. If you are a single guy bon the other hand and don’t care, 
kudos to you, go play laser tag and pretend you’re a ninja or something.
            A little advice to those happy couples: DO NOT brag about your 
great relationship to your jealous, slightly bitter single friends. If you do, 
guess who won’t help you get over the break up? Nothing is more an-
noying to us single people than our friends gushing about how their little 
honey bun buns did the sweetest thing. And yes, we make fun of your 
grotesque pet names behind your back, shnookums.
            Even though Valentine’s Day is a holiday for couples, there is 
no reason why you can’t enjoy it when flying solo. Just get a group of 
friends and hang out, watch a horror movie or something appropriate like 
that. Remember when Valentine’s Day was all about having fun together, 
and not a day where card and chocolate companies suck the souls out of 
customers? Neither do I, so lets make it that way. 

--Seama Rezai

“Backyard: More than just a Study Hall”
 This year, students at Memorial will spend approximately 1,250 
minutes, or 20.8 hours in backyard. Since 2001, the year backyards de-
buted at Memorial, there has been much controversy over the effective-
ness of backyards. Students at Memorial are divided into 80 backyards 
with about 25 students each and two faculty advisors. Currently, students 
meet in their backyard for 37 minutes every Wednesday morning. Past 
years have seen shorter backyards, or backyards twice a week.
            It is not unusual to hear students complain about backyard; com-
mon complaints include lack of involvement from teachers and that back-
yards take away time from lunch. After all, West has a 49 minute lunch, 
while Memorial students only have 33 minutes to eat. Students have pro-
posed eliminating backyards to lengthen lunch, but many more students 
have come up with their own solution to survive backyard: skip it.
            Through my experiences at Memorial, I have come to realize that 
functioning backyards are crucial to the school’s well being. Backyard 
my only opportunity to interact with people not similar to me. Accord-
ing to the student planner, 21 percent of students at Memorial are Afri-
can American and 10 percent Hispanic, but I can count the number of 
students who are not white or Asian in my classes on one hand. Being a 
shy person, I tend to interact only with people in my classes; if it wasn’t 
for backyard, I would never have the opportunity to talk to members of 
the minority groups that make up 30 percent of the student population. 
Considering that Memorial had to be closed last year due to a racially 
fueled fight, I am not the only one who is suffering from the lack of racial 
interaction. Even though backyard only meets for 37 minutes a week, it 
is my only opportunity to interact with students of all races and all grade 
levels.
            Students have the potential to improve their backyard.  I am lucky 
because two very involved and caring staff members, who ensure that we 
have food each week, plan fun activities, and insist that everyone knows 
each other’s names run my backyard. Unfortunately, many students are 
left with teachers who, like their students, believe backyard is a waste of 
time. Even though having a deadbeat teacher is a setback to having an 
involved backyard, it is possible for a dedicated student to improve the 
situation. Instead of popping a movie into the TV, go around the room 
and have everyone say their name, grade, and favorite movie. Have 
students go around the room and try to find someone who has one of the 
same favorite movies. If movies are not popular, try having a giant game 
of go fish, discussing politics, or inventing a new smoothie recipe to 
make next week during backyard.
 Since my freshman year, I have been a backyard representative. 
Being a backyard rep entails attending weekly meetings during lunch, 
and then discussing those meetings with one’s backyard. During the 
meetings, fundraisers and volunteer projects such as Toys for Tots are 
organized, along with the games and puzzles on the backyard sheets. 
Supposedly two members from each of the 80 backyards are supposed 
to attend each meeting; however, only about a fifth of the supposed 160 
representatives show up each week. Attending backyard meetings is a 
great way to change things about Memorial that a person may not like. 
For example, last year backyard representatives organized an electronics 
drive, which earned over $1,500 in donations. This money is not cannot 
be touched by anyone but backyard representatives and advisors, who get 
to decide what to use it for. Everyone is welcome to backyard meetings, 
which are held Tuesdays during both lunches in the Wolf Neighborhood 
Center.

--Sarah Percival

Doodles

by Jenna Youngwood

Do you have ideas 
on how to make 
Backyard better? 
Backyard is not going 
away; it is a part of 
our school culture. 
If you have ideas or 
opinions, please feel 
free to write to the 
Sword&Shield—
jmmswordn.shield@
gmail.com



Aquarius (January 20-February 18)
You will have an inability to function like a normal person 
in the presence of your crush, leaving them wondering what 
exactly is wrong with you. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)
Since it’s cold out, you’ll decide you want to drink some 
coffee. Bad idea. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)
Try to avoid going to the movie on a date this month, be-
cause every situation seems to involve you getting kicked 
out while your date watches on in embarrassment. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)
You have the breath of a Komodo dragon. Get some tic tacs. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
Many love letters will find their way into your locker this 
month. Too bad they’re all meant for your locker partner. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)
Your future’s so grim I don’t even want to write about it. 
You should consider just taking this month off. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)
You had a “brilliant” plan for this month. Avoid it unless 
you think you look good in orange. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)
You’ll run into an issue with a roll of paper towels. I don’t 
even want to know what it is; just keep the nearest hospital 
on your speed dial. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)
Watch out for ice, doors, and small pets. You should just 
walk around in a bubble this month. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)
Your hairdresser will be drunk when you get your hair cut, 
and make you look like a creature from outer space. You’ll 
fit right in with the swimmer boys this month. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)
Your phone will go off during class sometime this month. 
It’ll be a wrong number. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)
Try to tone down the level of rocking out you do in your car. 
Or at least keep the windows up to avoid embarrassment. 

--Nancy Gu

Astrological Horoscope
Disclaimer: These horoscopes are for entertainment purposes 
only. The Sword & Shield will not be held responsible for 
anyone who believes they can defy the laws of physics or 
makes an idiot out of themselves. We will also not be held 
responsible for any false predictions. We will, however, take 
full credit for any predictions that do come true. 

Senioritis 
 From Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary: “an ebbing of motivation 
and effort by school seniors as evidenced by tardiness, absences, and 
lower grades.” But we already know that. If senioritis has not kicked in 
yet, just wait. The four long years we have been in high school are almost 
over, college is looming, and all the motivation we have had is slipping 
away.  
 It’s a difficult position. We are so close to freedom, to adulthood, 
to being out of high school that it is really hard to care. High school starts 
to seem so… over. With college acceptance letters sitting at home, this 
last semester starts to seem less important. But it’s not. 
 I know you already know this, but colleges can rescind admis-
sion after 2nd semester grades come out. True, not many are rescinded, 
but especially if you were on the edge of getting in, you might want to be 
careful. And most colleges want to know if you drop any classes you told 
them you were taking this year. Also, just because you were accepted to 
college doesn’t mean you will do well. Many people drop out of college 
freshman or sophomore year because the material is too difficult. Paying 
attention and doing the work in your classes can help prepare you to take 
on college. It is very important to have a base of knowledge before you 
start adding more and more information. The other reason you should 
prevent senioritis? Because this is your life. You can never get this half 
a year back, so you should try your best at everything so you won’t have 
regrets later on. Don’t waste your time lounging and being too lazy to re-
ally participate and experience life, even if life means school. 
 So how can you prevent an inevitable disease like senioritis? Here 
are some tips…

Keep at least a semi-challenging course load with classes you are 
interested in. If you drop all your afternoon classes, you will have 
more time to be bored and get into trouble. Not to mention your 
classes will help you in the long run. 
Get a job or an internship that is along the lines of your career. 
You will keep busy, stay motivated for the future, and get more 
information about the field. 
Join a club or take a class you have always been interested in, but 
never actually tried. For me, I’m thinking a dance class of some 
sort. 
Set goals for yourself. Sometimes you need to be the motivator. 
Promise yourself some reward if you raise your GPA. You could 
also try competing with your friends (be nice, of course) to moti-
vate each other to actually study for tests. 
Keep everything in balance. Don’t let school take over your life, 
but don’t let your life take over school either. If you can have 
both your motivation and your relaxation, you’re in the best pos-
sible situation. 

 
 To summarize: senioritis is a difficult disease to combat, but it 
can be done. Understand why trying is important, give yourself that extra 
boost of motivation, and keep plenty of time for relaxation. We’re almost 
there, so don’t ruin it now! 

--Mikaela Wiesse

Visuals: 
 There are no happy images in this movie. There’s nothing to make you feel good, nothing to make you want to keep watching out of pure joy 
at how great it is. It’s all dark, dreary, and scary, like a vampire movie should be. Why? It’s because vampires can only come out at night. Sure, there 
are a few scenes taking place during the day, but they are few in between. Everything feels dank and horrible, and you feel these emotions as the 
movie progresses. The movie does as it’s supposed to: It makes you feel like you live in its world. 

Visuals: 8/10 
Characters: 
 This movie presents us with an interesting scenario: We’re supposed to care about a guy who works in a factory where they literally farm 
humans (AKA us!) for our blood. Good thing he hates his job, otherwise I’d be very upset. The main characters are very easy to like; Edward Dalton, 
the main vampire in the movie, was turned against his will, and is now employed to create a blood substitute. He hates drinking human blood, and if 
he finds humans, he tries to help them. The main humans in the movie are possibly the most interesting. They have found a cure for vampirism, but 
have to way of presenting it to the vamps without, you know, dying. The characters are very compelling, and the villains are played very well.  

Characters: 8/10 
Overall Score: 8/10 

 Daybreakers is a good horror film, until the end, where it just turns into a gore-fest. If you can handle seeing people burst into flames and bite others 
in the neck, I’d suggest the film. I would mention the music, but it really doesn’t affect the film in any way. It’s a jump-scare flick, and it does a good 
job at that. 

-- Zack Meixner5

DayBreakers Review
(continued from page 3) 



  Lost: 
The Final Season aka 

They are finally go-
ing to explain all the 
freaky stuff that hap-
pens on that island

      Although Harry Potter has be-
come less popular with high school 
age kids, the magic of the films has 
only improved over the years. We 
have all read or at least heard of the 
Harry Potter series, whether it be 
from our first grade teacher eagerly 
reading us the first novel, or our 
over zealous best friend pestering 
us to go see the newest film with 
them. Harry Potter is an interna-
tional phenomenon any way you 
slice it. Grossing over 4.8 billion, 
yes billion, dollars worldwide, the 
film aspect of the franchise is the 
largest ever. It’s bigger than Bond, 
Titanic and the guys chasing after 
the Ring. The latest installment of 
Harry Potter, Harry Potter and the 
Half Blood Prince, was the big-
gest yet. And yes, it was the sixth 
film, not the fifteenth or eighth. Its 
release at midnight this previous 
July was the largest opening night 
in history. Directed by David Yates, 
the newest chapter of the epic saga 
focuses on the relationships of its 
characters and defeating the Dark 
Lord. Harry, now entering his sixth 
year at Hogwarts, is faced with an 
unusual plethora of problems. For 
starters the entire dark side is after 
him, his revered mentor is losing 
gusto, and the girl he fancies is dat-
ing someone else. 
      The film focuses on the re-
lationship aspect a bit too much 
for my liking, yet they manage to 
perfectly capture the crazed en-
ergy radiating from Jesse Cave’s 
character Lavender Brown. The 
scene where Ron (Rupert Grint) is 
pounced upon by Lavender after 
the Quidditch match was hilarious 
and it was extremely second-hand 
awkward, the way it ought to have 
been. Speaking of uncomfortable 
moments, the scene when Harry 
and Ginny kiss couldn’t have been 
more disastrous. First off, it was 

crazy awkward, so much that I had 
to cover my eyes and hum. Nor-
mally I can understand when the 
films deviate from the novels, but 
there are a few select scenes that 
should be done exactly as written. 
This, however, was not the case. 
They obviously didn’t practice, be-
cause there was some serious nose-
bumping and uncomfortably placed 
hands. The lack of chemistry was 
so blatantly seen that there was a 
collective cringe from the audience 
as Bonnie leaned in. Although it 
has been taken into account that 
Bonnie and Dan have known each 
other for ten years, they should 
have been able to overcome that 
obstacle. This scene was supposed 
to be the culmination of a year or 
so worth of angst, and yet it fizzled 
like a sad baking soda-and-vinegar 
volcano.When watching the film, 
by all means fast forward through 
this part.
       Aside from that travesty, Mal-
foy (Tom Felton) was brilliant. In 
previous films, his character was 
two-dimensional, always an an-
noyance, but never a quantifiable 
threat. Conversely in this film Fel-
ton exemplifies that there are never 
clear lines between good and evil. 
The mission Voldemort has sent 
him on was an honor at first, but 
as the year goes on he realizes that 
he can’t kill Dumbledore. I hate 
to say it, but it was the only real 
acting seen by the young cast. Over 
the last six films Dan, Rupert and 
Emma have been playing them-
selves more or less. They haven’t 
changed enough to accommodate 
their characters. The scene I found 
to be the most authentic was the 
bathroom duel. Malfoy was legiti-
mately upset and the way his eyes 
were red with anxiety made this 
whole ordeal real to the audience. 
Throughout the film you could see 

him go from a cocky slime ball to 
a worried-eaten ghost of his former 
self. I don’t know how they man-
aged that one, but it sure made 
everyone feel for Malfoy. And the 
fact that he is particularly easy 
on the eyes doesn’t hurt either. 
The only character that was bet-
ter than Malfoy was Bellatrix. Up 
until OotP, I hadn’t seen Helena 
Bonham Carter in much, and she 
seemed quite odd. Through these 
films I have grown to love her as 
an actress and hate her as a charac-
ter. Her shrill voice accompanied 
by the frenetic energy she exudes 
keeps us hating her, yet marveling 
in how well she can make us hate 
her. 
      As far as the CG and special 
effects go, they were spectacular, 
as they should be. The castle was 
even more majestic leaving us with 
a sense of sorrow that our favorite 
trio would not be returning next 
year. 
      Another element I found in 
this film that hadn’t been used 
previously was its use of fire as 
a motif. The burning wardrobe 
when Dumbledore visits young 
Tom Riddle, the Burrow burning 
after the attack by death eaters, 
the fire Dumbledore uses to ward 
off the inferi, an the burning of 
Hagrid’s hut at the very end. The 
fire seemed to symbolize how their 
current way of life was deteriorat-
ing before their eyes and it would 
be awhile before it was restored. It 
may be that I have not been look-
ing for the symbolism in previous 
films, but it seemed much more 
apparent this time around. 

--Tia Das

Another Harry Potter Film?!

      It’s a classic ‘get to know 
one another’ question. “What 
would you bring if you were 
stranded on a deserted island? 
Some practical people would say 
a boat; others would say a flat 
screen T.V. As for me, I would 
bring a crazy smart physicist 
who could figure out why in the 
world this island wasn’t saying in 
one spot on the earth or even in 
time. With the new season com-
ing up, now is a perfect time for 
to get caught up on the goings on 
of Lost,
      The whole concept of Lost 
is fairly simple. A plane headed 
from Sydney to Los Angeles 
crashes on a deserted island 
somewhere in the south pacific. 
One would expect today’s air-
plane security technology to be 
able to locate and rescue the 
survivors within a few days. In 
a normal situation that would 
be true, but not when the island 
they have landed on is more or 
less alive. The island they have 
landed on controls what happens 
on it, who is allowed to stay, to 
live and who dies. This is a pretty 
abstract concept, so let’s start at 
the beginning. The cast is made 
up of a colorful group of actors 
and actresses. Jack Shepherd 
(Matthew Fox) the Chief of Sur-
gery at a Hospital in Los Angeles, 
Kate Austen (Evangeline Lilly) , 
a fugitive, James ‘Sawyer’ Ford 
(Josh Holloway), a self described 
con-man, Hurley Reyes (Jorge 
Garcia), a lottery winner, Boone 
Carlyle (Ian Somerhalder), and 
his step sister Shannon Ruther-
ford (Maggie Grace), Jon Locke 
(Terry O’Quinn), a manager 
for a major box making com-
pany, Charlie Pace (Dominic 
Monaghan) , a semi-famous 
rock star, Sayid Jarrah (Naveen 
Andrews), a former Iraqi soldier, 
Sun and Jin Kwon (Yunjin Kim 
and Daniel Dae Kim) a married 
couple from Korea and Clair 
Littleton (Emile de Ravin), a 
pregnant Aussie, fly on Oceanic 
Flight 815 to LAX. Their com-
plex stories mesh together as 
the seasons go by. Season one 
is all about how the survivors 
try to get off the island by vari-
ous methods that are, of course, 
unsuccessful.
      My favorite part of Season 
One, and as it turns out, all of 
the seasons, was Boone Carlyle 
played by Ian Somerhalder. Basi-
cally Ian Somerhalder was Chace 
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Crawford before Chace Crawford was Chace Crawford. But much 
to my dismay, Boone was killed off at the end of the first season. See-
ing as he was the most aesthetically pleasing male role, I wondered 
why the writers would do such a thing. All the same, Boone makes a 
few surprise appearances in later episodes in the form of flashbacks.

 The other main story line was between Kate, Jack, and Saw-
yer. Kate is the most eligible bachelorette on the island, so naturally 
there is going to be chemistry between her and the male population 
of the island. The nice part about a ridiculously huge cast is that it 
makes love triangles and even love quadrangles effortless to write. 
This particular love triangle could be one of the most controversial 
since, dare I say it, the Bella/Jacob/Edward triangle. Because Jack is 
seen as the main protagonist and the fact that he is a surgeon makes 
most people root for the Kate/Jack relationship to work out. Jack 
is kind, responsible, easy on the eyes and he is a good leader. He is 
always putting others before himself. On the other hand there are 
those oddballs who root for the greasy-haired con man. Sawyer is 
vile, volatile, mean and his southern accent, while being authentic, 
is unappealing at best. But none of this unravels until, regretfully, 
season 3 when Jack and Kate share a brief kiss which gets all of our 
hopes up, and nothing happens.

      Aside from the romance aspect of the show, there is this ongoing 
quest to figure out where in the world they are, and why they are not 
being found. They make a few attempts to send out a radio signal, 
but it is already taken up by another signal sent out by a French 
woman, which makes the survivors of 815 realize that there are other 
people on the island. The island itself is not much of a danger if you 
count out the smoke monster and the polar bears. Yes, polar bears.

      The conflict on the island is hard to grasp, but nothing life threat-
ening until the Others. The others are a group of what the survi-
vors think are natives. Through a multiple confrontation and many 
bloody noses, they learn that the Others are a group of people who 
think they are researching fertility. The group is led by a man called 
Benjamin Linus aka that kid you made fun of when you were young-
er because he was weird and then he ended up choosing the dark 
side because everyone was so mean to him. Ben Linus is the main 
antagonist for seasons 3 and 4 until some of the history of the island 
is revealed. He has tricked his people into thinking they are on this 
island for researching, but in fact they are there to protect the island. 
Their continuous confrontations with the Others are crazy scary and 
they keep viewers on the edge of a cliff for two whole seasons.

      Considering the immense amount of bloodshed by the crash 
survivors and the Others, Lost must use the most fake blood of any 
T.V. show. There is not an episode that goes by when someone isn’t 
getting stabbed, shot, punched, and tortured or even the occasional 
collapsed lung. If you are squeamish around blood, this is not a show 
for you. Seriously. Aside from all the drama and the blood, Lost is a 
show that could appeal to anyone, because there are so many story-
lines that appeal to a diverse population.

      My only real concern is that they have deciduous and coniferous 
trees on a tropical island. Despite my obsession with finding continu-
ity errors, I can deal with that one. With so many unanswered ques-
tions floating about, how could you not want to watch? Season six 
starts Tuesday February 2nd at 7 pm on ABC.

--Tia Das

 The Final Season Continued from page 6

Video Game Review
      One of the latest games of 2009 is Left 4 Dead 2, the sequel to 
Valve’s  original Left 4 Dead. Released on November 17, 2009, it is one 
of Valve’s top selling games, and a great multiplayer experience.
      The story behind Left 4 Dead is quite simple. An infection called the 
Green Flu has spread across the US and possibly the world. The infec-
tion causes a similar effect as rabies does on dogs. Infected individuals 
turn into “zombies”, but these are not the classic undead human zombies. 
The infected are very fast and strong. They bite people and the bitten will 
become infected shortly after. Survivors of the infection must try and get 
to safe zones away from the zombies. Certain infected evolve into special 
infected with special powers. They are:
          o The Boomer – A fat zombie that sprays zombie-attracting vomit.
          o The Charger – A large zombie with one very large arm that it 
uses to crush prey.
          o The Hunter – A fast zombie that pounces on prey and wears a 
hoodie.
          o The Jockey – A maniac zombie that laughs uncontrollably and 
“rides” peoples’ heads and steer them.
          o The Smoker – A tall zombie that has a very long tongue that it 
uses to constrict prey.
          o The Spitter – A tall female zombie that spits acidic goo.
          o The Tank – An extremely muscular zombie that has super 
strength.
          o The Witch – A strong female zombie that cries and is not hostile 
unless startled.

      The main characters of the game are four immune survivors. They 
are:
          o Coach – A high school health teacher who cares for the well be-
ing of his friends.
          o Rochelle – A news producer that is very friendly and tries to keep 
humor going.
          o Nick – A gambler that needs to begin to trust his companions.
          o Ellis – A childish mechanic that feels invincible.
      The gameplay of Left 4 Dead 2 is very similar to the first Left 4 
Dead. The main objective is to make your way from safe house to safe 
house in each level. Often, players have to activate something to continue 
that causes zombies to be attracted. Safe houses are rooms with metal, 
red doors that zombies cannot get into. They are usually stockpiled with 
weapons and health that players can use before moving on. At the end 
of each level, players must summon a rescue vehicle and fight endless 
amounts of zombies until the rescue vehicle can arrive.
           Other variants of gameplay modes in Left 4 Dead and Left 4 Dead 
2 include versus and survival. Versus lets players play as the special 
infected and fight against other human controlled survivors. Survival is a 
timed match where players try to hold off endless waves of infected until 
they all die. New modes in Left 4 Dead 2 include scavenge and realism. 
Scavenge is similar to versus in the way where special infected are play-
able. Survivors must collect gas cans a fill up a generator and infected 
must stop them. Realism is the same as the campaign mode, but more 
realistic, meaning enemies strengths and weaknesses are more real and 
the removal of most of the HUD.
            Left 4 Dead 2 is a very fun and partially addicting game, in my 
opinion. The levels can change each time you play, so sometimes a 
certain path will be blocked while another one is now open. It is a very 
fun multiplayer game, too, with coop mode in campaign, and fighting 
each other in versus. I give this game 4.5 out of 5 stars; losing one star 
for length. There are only five levels, each having about five chapters. 
However, each chapter is relatively short. However, the changing levels 
make up for this.
            This game is rate M for Mature for violence, language, and blood.

--Michael Turng
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Wireless Bliss @ Memorial
Hello Memorial,
Memorial has wireless access in the Library, Cafeteria, part of the Com-
mons, and the Math area.  This is good news.  It means the following: 

1. Students can (are able to, are, and will) access the internet on their per-
sonal laptops, phones, ipods, etc. Students on Memorial’s campus should 
follow the Secondary Handbook rules on Student Computer & Internet 
Use (Appropriate Use --see below).  Teachers will keep their eyes peeled 
for inappropriate use. 

2. Because teachers are responsible for monitoring student activity on the 
internet, they have set up a designated laptop use area in the Library by 
the circulation desk. This may change in the future as policies are devel-
oped by MMSD and Memorial’s Tech Committee. 

3. If you have suggestions about policies for wireless access use at Me-
morial, please forward them to Ben Radloff. 

Student Computer & Internet Use: 
 Policy, Procedures & Rules 
It is the policy of the Board to mandate and expect that students will use the Internet in a responsible manner. 
Accordingly, the Board has established a policy and procedures for the use of the Internet along with rules 
governing the behavior of students who access the Internet. Students who do not comply with the standards 
of behavior outlined in the student conduct and discipline plan or with the Internet rules below may lose their 
privilege to use the Internet and/or be subject to other disciplinary action. 
PROCEDURES: 

1. The District will allow every student access to the Internet provided parents or legal guardians of stu-
dents do not object in writing to a student’s having such access. If a parent/guardian objects, s/he shall fill 
out the objection form, sign it and have it placed on file at the school the student attends. 
2. Each year, prior to use, each student shall receive and discuss information from his/her teacher regarding: 
A. Internet safety and security, including: 
• the importance of understanding what materials are inappropriate to minors 
• safe use of electronic mail, chat rooms and other direct forms of electronic communication including the 
importance of understanding that one should never provide personal information to a site on the Internet 
without the supervision of an adult; such personal information includes full name, address, phone number, 
credit card number, and Social Security number 
B. Responsible use of the Internet, including: 
• abiding by copyright laws 
• understanding that unethical and unlawful activities include unauthorized access to any data or communi-
cations equipment without the owner’s permission, “hacking,” or unauthorized disclosure, use, or dissemi-
nation of anyone’s personal information 
C. Measures the District has taken to restrict access to materials harmful to minors, including: 
• implementing Internet filtering 
• requiring adult supervision during student use of the Internet 

RULES: 
1. Students shall: 
• adhere to same standard of conduct expected and required in a classroom 
• follow school rules for applying for password and e-mail accounts 
• follow school rules for using resources, time limits and printing instructions 
• log off the system as soon as finished to provide others with the opportunity to access the system 
• report violations of these rules 
2. Students shall not: 
• lend any logins or passwords to anyone else 
• create a computer virus and place it on the network 
• send a message that is inconsistent with the school’s code of conduct, written or implied 
• send messages that are inappropriate, obscene, sexist, contain obscenities, or contain inflammatory or 
abusive language 
• send a message with someone else’s name on it 
• read mail or files without the owner’s permission 
• interfere with the ability of other users to make effective use of school district computing and network 
resources 

(See Board Policy 3721) 
MMSD 2009-10 Secondary Student/Parent Handbook 52

MEMORIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Boys Tennis pre-season meeting will be Monday, February 1st at either 
7:45am or 3:45pm in Room 761.  All boys interested in playing tennis 
this spring must attend one of the meeting times.  See Coach Schlitz or 
Coach King with questions.

Tutors/Tutee’s please see Ms Kral in the CRC to update YOUR 2nd 
semester schedules.
 
To ensure the safety and success of all high school students, the Lussier 
Community Education Center will not be open to youth AT ANY TIME 
during school hours. Students who are done with all of their classes 
before 3:30 p.m. may bring a valid schedule to LCEC staff for approval 
to be in the building. All are welcome and encouraged to come after 3:30 
p.m. Thank You-LCEC Staff 

Need a summer job?  Love working with children? Were you in the 
MSCR STEP program?  Apply to be an MSCR Junior Leader this sum-
mer!  Full time positions are available for high school students.  Com-
plete an application in the Career Resource Center.  They are also avail-
able in the main office with Ms. Lee or Mr. Brown.  Have questions?  
See Ms. Rios in the field house.

Interested in Boys Track & Field ??  Please check-in with one of the 
Track & Field coaches (Tangen, Frontier, Guziewski, Hopp, Slempkes, 
or Wheeler) if you have questions or conflicts.

 
Semester Bus Passes are now 
available.  The cost is $150.00 
with check payable to Madison 
Metro.  If you receive your bus 
pass from your neighborhood sec-
retary, applications and passes are 
now available.
 
Seniors - please check the list in 
the Fox Office commons window 
for your name.   This is how your 
name will appear on your diploma.  
Let Mrs. Dahmen know if there 
are any problems with the spell-
ing of your name.  If your name is 
highlighted you MUST see Mrs. 
Dahmen or a diploma will NOT be 
ordered.
 
Just a reminder to 11 and 12 
graders who were released from 
a Study Hall 1st Semester. You 
must reapply for a release for 2nd 
Semester. Release forms are avail-
able in your neighborhood office. 
 
Got H1N1?  Get immunized!  On 
Tuesday, February 9 all staff and 
students will have the opportu-
nity to be immunized against the 
H1N1 (swine) flu.  Consents can 
be turned in to the nurses office or 
your neighborhood office.
 
Memorial Theatre Company will 
be performing The Wizard of Oz 
on Feb. 5th and 6th in Memorial’s 
Buchhauser Auditorium.  All per-
formances are at 7:30 P.M.  Tickets 
are now on sale during both lunch 
periods in the Memorial Cafeteria.  
Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 
at the door.  All tickets are re-
served seating.  Purchase early!
Be sure to check out the most 
recent photos of the cast and crew 
on Memorial’s website:  http://me-
morialweb.madison.k12.wi.us/
node/1656.
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 Memorial Gymnastics isn’t all about winning. It is about hav-
ing fun, trying your best, and encouraging others.  Most of the girls 
that make up our team, just began gymnastics this year. They have 
improved a ton, and most of them are competing varsity. Our team is 
improved so much from the beginning of the year.  On a daily basis we 
do all four events. They are: Floor, Bars, Beam, and Vault. On floor we 

focus on tumbling., which 
includes: front tucks, front 
handsprings, and back hand 
springs. In competition we 
do a routine which includes 
dance and tumbling to some 
sort of music. On bars, we 
basically stick swinging and 
flipping.  On Beam, most 
of the girls do cartwheels, 
handstands, and a series of 
jumps. On vault the basic 
move everyone does, is a 

front handspring. to At the 
end of practice we do “conditioning” which is a workout full of strength 
and cardio moves. Personally I think our team could go very far with 
our attitude.

--Kayla Kinney

JMM
GYMNASTICS

Gymnastics Roster 
Hannah Aeschlimann-10

Hannah Akbik-11
Isabelle Cooperstein-09

Laura Deneckere-10
Hannah Eldridge-09
Mckenna Goetz-10
Kayla Kinney-09

Alexi Markgraf-10
Catherine Moss-10

Sara Normington-09
Lisa Veltrop-10

JMM Spartans Boys 
Basketball Record 

as of going to print
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Are you considering joining the 
Memorial High School Art Dept. 
on this epic adventure to Italy and 
Greece this summer - 2010. Cur-
rently we have 25 students/chaper-
ones/adults traveling with us, from 
both Memorial and West H.S.

Our trip leads us through Italy 
and Greece with a very reputable 
student focused travel company. 
If you wish to learn more specif-
ics about the trip - I would suggest 
visiting  www.eftours.com or call 
1-800-665-5364. Type in the tour 
number below. February is the last 
chance for students to enroll, if 
they are interested.
Tour information 
Group Leader:  
 MELISSA WINKER 
Tour number::  778555 
Tour Name:  Italy and Greece 
Potential Departure Date:   
 Wednesday, Jun 22, 2010 
Potential Return Date:  
 Friday, July 4th, 2010 
Number of Days:  10-13 (depend-
ing if you enroll in optional 3 day 
Greek Island cruise) 
Departure Gateway:  Chicago

There is a meeting for all partici-
pants scheduled for Thurs., Feb. 
11th - from 6-7 pm.  These are 
some other deadlines you should 
be aware of.  The enrollment dead-
line for the entire trip is 3.2.2010.  
This is also when the tour bal-
ance is due for all participants not 
enrolled in auto pay. Participants 
can still enroll on the tour after this 
date, but they need to pay in full, 
there is a $125 late fee and it is not 
guaranteed that they will be able to 
travel. The deadline for enrolling 
on the insurance plan is 4.11.2010 
and the deadline for enrolling on 
optionals is 5.1.2010.

JMM Art Dept. Italy & 
Greece Summer 2010 Trip 

DeadlinesSaturday 12/5 @ Madison West 
 W, 92-55 
Friday 12/11 @ Sun Prairie 
 L, 78-79 
Tuesday 12/15 @ Verona 
  W, 66-60 
Friday 12/18      Janesville Craig 
 W, 65-33 
Saturday 12/19  
 Milwaukee King (NC)
 W, 56-43 
Monday 12/28      
 Detroit Country Day (NC) 
 L, 48-61 
Tuesday12/29      
 Detroit Southeastern (NC) 
 W, 50-43 
Wednesday12/30      
 Detroit Renaissance (NC)
 W, 66-59 
Tuesday1/5 @ Madison La Follette 
 W, 65-49 
Friday1/8  @ Beloit Memorial 
 W, 45-40 
Saturday 1/9      Madison East 
 L, 54-57 
Tuesday1/12      Middleton 
 W, 64-54 
Saturday
1/16      @ Janesville Parker 
  W, 79-49 
Saturday
1/23      Madison West 
 W, 58-50 
Tuesday
1/26      Verona   
 W, 58-52 

Friday 1/29      Sun Prairie 
Thursday2/4    @ Janesville Craig 
Tuesday2/9  Madison La Follette 
Friday 2/12      Beloit Memorial 
Friday2/19      @ Middleton 
Saturday2/20      Janesville Parker 
Thursday2/25      @ Madison East 



Awesome.
Affordable.

At UWM, we make all the awesome opportunities of a 
world-class research university affordable. You’ll study and 
intern with the people who are shaping the world through 
innovation. And you can live in a 24/7, big-city setting—just 
blocks from Lake Michigan.

To schedule a campus tour and learn more about our full-ride 
scholarships, visit uwm.edu.

Sword&Shield
Boys Hockey@Oregon
Girls BB vs.LaFollette

Boys BB@Craig
Boys Hockey@Sun Pr.

Musical 7:30pm
Boys Swim@Middleton
Girls BB vs. Beloit
Girls Hockey vs. Stought

Boys Swim Big 8
Wrestling@LaFollette
Musical 7:30pm

Boys BB vs. LaFollette
Boys Hockey@Janesvl.Sword&Shield

March deadline for the 
Sword&Shield

Gymnastics JV@Parker
Course Sel. Cards Due
Sword&Shield

Gymnastics@Craig
Art Klub

Art Klub
Ash Wednesday

Boys Hockey Regionals
Wrestling Sectionals
Girls BB vs. Parker
Girls Hocky Regionals

Boys Hockey Regionals
Girls Hocky Regionals

Boys Hockey Regionals
Girls Hocky Regionals
Boys BB @ Middleton

Boys BB vs. Parker
Boys Swim State
Wrestling Sectionals
Girls BB @ East

Art Klub

Girls BB@Middleton
Boys BB vs. Beloit
Boys Dive Sectionals

MidWinter Dance
Boys Hockey vs. Lakers
Boys Swim Sectionals 
Gymnastics Whitefish B
Girls Hockey@Sun Pr.

Q3 Progress Reports
Girls Hockey Sectionals
Boys Hockey Sectionals

Boys BB @ East
Gymnastics Sectionals

No School
Girls BB@Beloit
Gymnastics Sectionals

Boys Hockey Sectionals
Girls Hockey Sectionals

Republican domination in Massachusetts
    
 On August 25th, 2009, Ted Kennedy, otherwise known as the 
“liberal lion”, passed away. By his death, he left a senate seat vacant for 
anyone to contest. Two potential senators, Brown and Coakley contested 
for this seat in an extremely competitive fashion. The race in Massachu-
setts was quite intense, as Coaxley, a democrat, called President Obama 
to help her win the race. President Obama exerted a valiant effort, but 
failed to re-elect a democrat in a state known as “the democratic fortress 
of New England”. Although, this election will pass away into our history 
textbooks, it will have many massive impacts in the present day.
      First and foremost, Barrack Obama will have incredible difficulty 
in passing his giant health care plan. Unfortunately for Barrack Obama, 
Brown is a Republican senator who staunchly opposes any type of health 
care plan from the democrats. His opposition will shatter the frail 60-
40 majority the democrats hold, giving the Republicans an option of a 
filibuster or an ability to delay the passage of this health care plan for an 
infinite period of time.
      In addition, Brown’s victory helped embolden and unite Republicans. 
Republicans were experiencing a civil war within their own party but 
experienced a time of unity when Brown won the Massachusetts sen-
ate race. In fact, Sarah Palin and other conservatives criticized moderate 
Republicans who approved of limiting guns, increasing several taxes 
and other major issues. After the election, many Republicans thought of 

Brown’s victory as a major help 
to the Republican Party. Even 
moderate Republicans considered 
changing their views for politi-
cal advantages or inspiration from 
the election. This unity will help 
Republicans stand against Barrack 
Obama’s massive health care plan 
and any other liberally oriented 
bills.

--Abhilash Sandireddy

Email school events to be added to the “It’s in the planner...plus” to 
jmmswordn.shield@gmail.


